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April 1972

SUBJECT: Sandy Stateament (SAR BAT 21B/Nail 36B)
Sandy 07 MORSR/08 MORGAN

1. On 1 April 1972, Sandy 07/08 Morse/Morgan accompliskad a normal da-
ployment to Da Nang.

2, On 2 April 1972, RBastar Sunday, at QUO0Z we brisfed with the Jolly's

for a possibls evacuation of sans permomnel from Quang Tri (see Map #1).

A 08002 Queen lgmched us on a scramble for a downed airoraft, call aign
wiknown, possition unknown. The Jallyt!s beat us off tha gromd and they werae
alrbonre when Queen csncled the launch, as the crew was recovered by the Navy.
The Jally's remained airborne at Queens direction while we taxied back,

3. At 08,52 Queen relaunched us for the avacuation mission., Sandy's were
alrborne at 0900Z. Rendesvens waz in progress when the evacuatlion was cancled
by higher Headmarters.. Re rejoined with the Jolly's and began to RIB to

Da Nang. 4bout 10 milesfrom base, I heard a radio call on Guard, "Besper,
Besper come up voice”. I gquaried Queen as to what was in progress. They dd
not imow at the time, bot ware checking on it. Memnwhile &n#ﬁ?/ﬁﬁbogmto
rrocesd back towaxrd the north,

4. A Bilk FAC, Bilk 3, had pinpointed tls smrvivoris loeation, He advised
thnSmdy'stoproco.dmtﬂrmCmLa(uunup). We worked cub way north
and west and started following the wrong river toward the rolling Bills south-
west of Cam Lo, We received fire from a 3iM, quite posaidbly an unguided
rociet, I directed a break down and to the left towsrd the hills., The mimsile
was lamnched at us from om 2:00 position, Sandy 08 observed the impsct on the

wmmmmmmﬁcm,-mmthmur
sexrious hkity. mrmmmmmummw.mmmw
hers. (aes map, Scng Misu Ciang river, map #1) The groumnd fire did indeed,
at first, seem leas intense ance we crosssd the river, however they contimmed
to fire at us. Some aof’ fire was coming from so far sway that it was fall- .
aslow them down at all, It seemed as if they
wanted to nail us pretty badly. The Bllk FAC showed me ths survivor's para~
chute and I took on scens comasid at sbout 10152, The survivor was located
of several fields (farming type commmity),
a thsmvivur,mingoodspiritlmd
Ip:l.npoin‘bedhiapod.tiandmto nearest tress, and in the procsss began
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from the sast. The sarvivor hiluzsel? was belng extremely heipful in call-
ing off ground fire for me. Commnications with King and Queen were vir.
toally non-existant, which is normal for Queen ! I was begging for any
ldnd of ordnance and for a FiC. The weqther was a factor and it was rapidly
begoming dark. I could not leave ths survivor there without extending some
affort to maks sure that he wouldn't be ssarfed up during the night. He
vas vary closs to the yillage complax along the river to bls south, how=
aver, we were not taking fire from that location. To the north ths terrain
was fairly barren with very gentle ralling hills. There was fire from this
arsz. To the east still more villagas along the river (see map), but dus
sast of his postion was £flat marshy land,
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area. Bat 218 saved his cwn 1ifs by maintaining his coadl, Working with
Bat 215 was an experiance that none of the Ssndy's who worked on this SAR
will ever forget. The surviver called off positions off fire, watched o
ordnance impact and gave us carrectiocns from that. The groond fire threat

of fire was very mpressive., The can throw & lok down when she needs
te. Ws could see the fire, but di=s ts low sltituds, it was
not always possibls to avaid it,. Smdy 08 was a4 heeded out %

possessed and our request for ordnance with the explanation that it was
essentiak for protection of the surviver. Additionally SARCO a«t NEP was
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tried to go to bed. Sleep dld noct come,
moat of the might.

Thus ended Day 1 of tha Bat 21 SAR.

(et & Funre

DONALD B. MORSE, Captain, USAF
Sandy 07



7

DCC 22

S

o VI S W
2 April 1972

SUBJECTs Sandy Statement { SAR BAT 21B)

1. At 2330L NKP time, Sandy's Ol Boli/02 LtCol Barbena/ 03 Clevenger
depart NKP. At 0030, 3 April 1972, Sandy 03 develops prop regulator
problems, and he has to divert into UBON.

2. At 0130 Sandy 01/02 rendezvous with Jolly Green 66/60 at 130/100/93 and
escort them to channel 107 Plelku. We were released by the Jolly's at
0300 and we proceeded direct to Da Nang, landing at 0333 (NKP Local).

a. At 1228L we launched for the Bat 21B SAR. Sandy 01/02 arrived on
ccene and held over Quang Tri at 1300. Sandy 03/04 Burke/Fossum were
working the area over. They affected a rendezvous with us and showed us
the survivor's location. Sandy 01l took on scene command at 1330. King
passed a meesage to expend all ordnance =i RIB to Da Nang due there be-—
ing another Sar in progress. Thls confusicn only lasted for awhile. The
other SAR never did materialize.

4. We were trying to work the area over, having been briefed by the
Sandy's on scene earlier, to surpress known areas of hostile fire. Ve
contxted a MIKE FAC, Mike 92 to help in putting in strikes. However,

an ARC LIGHT forced us out of the area, until 1415 when King again tells
us to RIB.

%, On scene command is passed to Mike 92 and Sandy 01/02 start to exit.
Mike 92 lost the survivors position, so Sandy 01/02 return to point it out
+0 hime Abgut this time, 143%, Na il 38 checks in. He has worked the
area previously and he knows the suxvivoer's location.

6. Sandy Ol awaits the Nalls arrival to be sure that the survivor is
properly covered. The Nail arrdved at 1445 and reconfirms the surviver's
location. I passed to the nail that a blocking belt of area denial oxdnance
was to be constructed around the survivor. (CBU 42/49/52 and BLU 32)

Mike 92 would mark for Nail 38. : -

7. At 1800 Nail 38 is downed by a SAM. There were 2 chute ad good contact
with both. SAM launches were coming fast and furious. Both Sady's ad > .-
the Mike FAC had SAM's launched at them. e .

8. Covey 270 checks in and Sandy Ol passes instrxuctions on helping to
deny the area to the enemy. The bridge at Cam Lo was %o be blown. I

Mark this location with a WP rocket. The Covey pat in one flight of

Fad's with Mk 82's and one A=37with Mk 82'g. The northern span was dropped.

9. We saw an Army Cobra and attempted contact thinking maybe we could
get the Nail crew cut. Finally we established contact on Guagd. I re-
quest he come freq 282.8 (Delts). The chopper was Blue Ghost Red 30. He

L4
PP i y

— e

-

O T S S T
T YR T TTUIMVINN




S——.. S— 2
DOC.23

agreed to make 3 pick-up atiempt. I briefed him thoroughly on the area
and the threat, and also on how I wanted him to Tun {n etc. He atill
agreed to give 1t a try. I never known the Army %o turn u s domn !

We aexecuted with Sandy O1 leading the wayin marking with WP rockets.

At 19585 the chopper got shot off,,sustaining sme damage. The fire was
coming from a small gully/stream bea south of the villages and the river
that the survivors were near.

10. By this time we have to RIB $or fuel. I passed owvar on scene command
te Bilk 33 at 1610. We HIB'd to [a Nang, landing at 1709 (NKP lLocal)a

é B J/_C < L,,JA’:
Ce BOLI, Captain, USAF
Sandy O1




STATZMINT Z%ﬂ
3 april 1972

SUBJECT: Sandy 5 and 6 (SaAR Bat 21)

1, During morning triefing at Ubon on 3 April Sandys O5 and G6 received
gord to scramble st 0010Z. wWolf Pack gave us & holding point 050/3C/103,

2. Sandys 5/6 arrived at the rendezvous at 0200Z and found Jolly 65/67
hoiding just off shore not at 050/30/103. Nail 38/39 were in the area
of the survivor and they hud not ohserved any ground fire. about 0330
Nail 39 cums out to lead in the Jollys and Sandys abovs the clouds.
Nail 39 then led Sandy 05, Jolly 65 snd Sandy é down through @ hole in
the clouds. Jolly 67 remained above the clouds out about 4,000 ft.
sbout 1 min after coming through the ¥X to VFR below Jolly 65 called
thar he was hit and was climbing beck out. Sandy 05/06 searched for
ground fire but found nonme, and Jollys landed at Chan 69.

3. Sandys 05/06 now returnsd to fest wet and Joined in orbit with Jolly
66 and 60. At around O430Z Sundys joined the orbit and took on-scene
command with Nail 39/7/8 trolled the area and sturted briefing andlher
attempt with ingress from the north of the survivors.

L. At around 0500Z this ottempt was started the weuther was now broken
to overc.st

5. After 2-3 minutes in VPR weather Jolly 66 called he was hit and all
forces withdrew to Chan 69. Sandys 05/06 RTB Chan 77 for fuel and Sandy
7/8 remainsd on-scene.

HINDSIGHT: HNiether sandys nor Jollys had any knowlsdge of the intensity
of the ground wus in this aresa. Ground defsnses of this position in-
cluding 10,000 — 15,000 troeops supported by Large tanks with t@ret re- -
moved and quadfifties mounted on them. Also numersous 12.7, 14.5 and
23mm AdA were plentiful. also about 7-10 Sam calls were hesrd. Had
Sandys of Jollys been made aware of this ground movement no Pick-up
attempt would be made.

S
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SUBJZCT: Sandy Stavement (SAR 34T 21B/MAlL 388)
Sandy 07 Morsed08 Horgan

1. 3 April 1972, 3ay two of the BAT 213 Sar, the first light briefing was
at 20002, The weather in the SAR area bad deterioratad throughout the night
and was now unworkahls, Sandy 01 Fred Ball and 02 1t/Col Barbena wers
anrouts to Da Nang sc I could hava a replacemsnt aireraft.

2. Yo ordnanca had heen pnt in all night, due to & conflicting report an

the surviverts position. Despite my emphasis tc Quesn on the necessity of
the ordnance and the telephome mumber whers I could be reached, no attempt
wvas made 4o contact ms, The otbher positicn that had been passed was about
20 miles south of whers the awrvivor really was (YD 18 42). This positicn
was g0 totally midiculous, that it was bayond my comprehsmsion how it could
sven havo baen considared. Total incompetence an the part of members of the
rescue Yeam 1s mforgivable. I hope all who read this may naver have to

boamrvivurmthamdandmdu*if“thq‘m&;;hnnittogﬁhur.m

3.-Theaimaﬂmnotrwrormtolamchasplﬁnadsotheadditimal
time wms used to update intal and breif Ball and Lt/Col Barbens on the sdtu-
aticn. Lamnch was at 221,02 and we proceedsd northwest along the coastline,

L. Wa contesated the ocn acene Nail FAC, Hall 25 for an sprassel of the weather
and the situation. The weatberrvas unworkabls for V¥R strikes, however tha
FAG's ware conducting LORAN drops. As there was nothing we could do in the
area, we orbited off the cocast with the Jolly'z asting as redloc relay and
ordaring up assets. Thars ware numexous SAM calls from the DMZ., I kept
requeasting confirmation that Iron Hand was on scens. King assured me that
it wvas; however, tha SAM calls caused us numerous delays and loss of flight
integrety as we had tc divs through the low clonds to hit the degk. Inopara-
tive UEF AIF's did not help us get rejoined.

5. Sandy 03/04 Burke/Possum {ses line up photos at and of repart) arrived
oz scene and joinaed with Sandy 01/02 an the ground at 2330Z. The weathmr
was starting to lmprows slightly. The Kxil FAC's lsed us overhesad the sur-
um.hzm.mmmm;:m .tops 000!, hases ragged 250!
$0 300 .

6, Abomt C100Z I heard Ssudy 05/06 Prisbe/Bardal caging up to the seena,
umeroos SAM calls amd the evasive sastion taicen, mads redsgvocs and briafing
dfficnlt, Additionally dus to cor altiiudes, navigational assitamnce could
not be abtained. (GCI/Tacan/ADF)

7. As radioc contact allowed, I briafad Ssundy 05 oo the ares, defences,,
ardnance now going in, etc. I also advised hin of the best approach to
the area as being firom the scuth ar southeast. I warmned him of ths Intansive
fire received from the scuthwesl, gqud advissd him %o avold coming in along
the river from the east,

"‘__-_—__"_"‘_""—-—-———.

. 8. Sandv 05/0 that they semais with them =
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and omit further words from the Hail FAC's an scens. Sandy 07/08 returned
to bass at Da Nsng landing at 0300Z. _

9. We debriafad with inteligence and with the new crews for about L
hours. We wars still unawsre at this tiss that we ware facing a full
scale North Vistnamase invasion force. At last we got soms sleep, the
L5rxt, for many hours. '

Spudd) 5. Mo

DOBALD E. MORSE, Captain, USAF
Sandy O7



Sandy 03 (3 Apr 72){(Bat 21B SAR)

Sandy 07 (L Apr 72)(Bat Z1B/7ail 36B S5AR)
Sandy 03 (6 Apr 72)(Bat 21B/¥ail 38B SAR) )
On 3 April 1972 I launched as Sandy 03 from NKP with Lieutenant Fossum o my
wing as Sandy Oh. Takeoff was at appruximately 2130Z (2 Apr 72) and we pro-
ceedad to a "feet wet® rendesvous with Sandy 07 and 08 20rm east of Quang
Trd, R7Y. The weather over the water was pcor with the cloud tops aversging
3500¢ MSL with bases ragged and blanding into tha fog on the decic. There was .
a FAC (camll sign unknown) in the area directly over the surviver and he report-
ed tha- the lowest cloud layer was 300" AGL with patehy ground fog beneath
this covering the survivor's position. After we finally managed to get all
four A-1's togethar, we headed inland with Sandy 07 as lsad. We orbited the
area at 50C0! H¥sl with one of two Y¥ail FAC'S sho were omwscena at the time.
After a short discussion, Sandy 07 directed Sandy 03 and Oli to RTB to Danang
in order to refuel as the weather was still umvorkable and did not appear to
he ready to break. Sandy 03 and Ol eonplied and landed at Danang at OL4OZ (3
Apr 72). We regusled and recocked and launched for a second time at 02L0Z.
Enrcute to the area I was informed that Sandy 05 and 06 were holding "feet
wet® with two Jolly Green helicortars after getting one other Jolly shot off
inapmvimmmatt@.ﬂnmninmthoabort&dattenpﬁmrmthn
southwest and the fire had come fram a village on the southern bank of the
rinr.WithSandyOSandcéhnldingmrthemrldacidedtominto

the area and rendssvous with Nall 39 who was on-scens commander. The weather
had improved to about 3500' AGL troken clouds and Nail 39 quickly showed me
the location of the surviver. I tock over on-scene command and procseded to
tx0ll for ground five with negative results in the immediate ares. Nail 39
mportadtakingahitbutthoughtthatithadcmfrmth-matofthe
area. T then direetad Sandy 05 and 06 to start the helicopters in from their
holding peint over the water. Nail 22 was available to lead the group above
the broken clond layer and I assumed that he was going to came in from the
southeast. However, this was a poor assumption and the Jolly'a reported
hsavygroundﬁnrmthotimthatthsycrmndthncoutmtho!mm
until thay arrived in the ares of ths survivor. I had the Jolly's centinue
because I felt that the immediaie area was relativaly sscure and that a quick
pick up offeved the best chance for the surviver. Sandy 05 and 06 arriwved in
the area slightly before the Jolly's and I was in the process of hriefing
them on where I wanted their smoke when the lead Jolly descended through a
break in the clouds. He continmued to descend until he was about S00' below

us and at that time he again called tha’t he was taking heavy ground fire. I
could not get him to give ms a divection and could not see any myself so I
told him t0 exit the area to the southeast. He RY5'dA to Danang without any
further trouhle and Sandy 05 and 06 stayed in the area 10 expend their ordnance
on a tank that Sandy Ol had spotted. Unfortunately, Sandy OL couldn't find
thetankagainalthmghlmwmedthatitmthﬂmorﬂmm
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fire orted by the Jo Greeng. Sandy 05 and 06 then RTB'd to Danang and
withn???m‘a in the aroj;lyl asked King for ordnance and received a flight of
Fi'a (call sign unknown) carrying ME-82's. I axpended the F-4's on the Cam

LO bridge along with a flight of VNAF A-37's that were carTying ME-§1's. I

was trying to isoclate the survivor and although one of the A-37's did Mt the
bridge damage to it was minor. A short tlme later, Mike 92 arrived on-scens
and I showed the sorviver's position to him and as I was getting ready to leave
the area, Sandy Ol and 02 arrived on-scens. I proceeded to brief Sandy Ol on
the situation, pointed cut the survivor's position, and turmed over on-scens
command to Sandy Ol. Sandy 03 and Ol RTB'd to Danang and landed at 06202.

I April 1972

Sandy 07 - Captaln Burke
Sandy 08 - Lieutenant Fossum

We launched at approximately 07007 and proceeded to the SAR srea. Nail 38 had
been shot down the previous afterncon by an SAe2 and Nail 38B was located about
650 meters southeast of 3at 21B. I never had voice contact with Nail 384 although
there wers numercus intermittent beepers on guard in the area of the other two
sorvivors. Sandy Ol and 02 had requested all available i-l's to launch for a
possible pickup attempt and we held south of the survivors' position while Sandy
01 triefed Sandy O3 on the sitnation. Sandy Ol had taken only Iight ground fire
and felt that the ares was ready for a recovery attempt. Sandy 03 was experienc-
ing major problems with his radidos so Sandy Ol startsd to brief Sandy 05 to
take over onescene cosmand. Sandy G5 was not ahls ad
to take the briefing and moved into the area directly
Sandy Ol pointed out the location of Nail 38B and also pointed ocut the areas
that bs thought were the source of the ground fire. Beféire going any further, I
would like to mention that during the time we wers holding south of
Sandy 05 and 06 several SAM calls were heard and we hit the deck cn
Sandy 05 reported seeing two or three of the missles and all were thought 6 be
SA-2'3, There was alsc a North Vistnamsse artillary barrage in progress and
. moved our holding point farther to the west. Just as Sandy Ol was complating the
briefing, ancther S4M call was heard and we dove for the deck right over the
townt on tha south aide of the river east of Cam lo. I took a small arms hit in
right wing and Jamdy 08 took several small arma hite one of which punctured
fuel tank. Sandy O8 immediataly headsd acutheasts and rendesvoused with ..
Sandy 05 who had now regained his radics. I was going to retain on-scens gommand
hit and Sandy 05 able to commnicate I decided to pass oficacane
the ares, Sandy O7 and 08 expended rockets
and CBU=25 on a group of huts to the east of Bat 21B as ths FAC had reported -
ground fire from thers whan the SAM call wss heard. We made one pasa and then

Sandy 03 ~ Captain Burke (aingle ship due to Sandy Oi's abort for maintenance)

Sandy Ol and 02 were airborne with Sandy 07 and 08 and Sandy Ol had decided to
attempt a pickup of both survivors., My wingman had 3 major hydraulic leak and

7
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was unabls to get airborne. I was carrying CiU=22, CBU-25, mnd Mei7's intending
tc be used as a smoke bird. When I arrived in the area, Sandy Ol briefed all the
forces on the plan of attack. The plan was to have the Jolly Green start from a
erocrinent hardsite on the south side of a pagmbneast-west road, proceed north
past Hail 383 acroes the Cua 7iet River, and then turn east tc Bat 213's positiom,
Bat 21B was to be picked up first. Sandy 02 was th8lead the helicepter along the
route and Sandy 07 and 08 were to act as escorts on either side. Sandy 03 was to
oat smoke in the group of hmts along the read just to the south of Bat 2185 and
this amoke wvms tc be the signal af axecation for Jolly Green 47 to start the ran.
With the briefing completa, Sandy Ol marked the position that he wantsd ths smoice
to cover and Sandy 03 put CHO-22 between the tw

drifted over the survivor somswhat but Sandy 02 said that he could still see Bat

C-U=-22 in the bhuts to the of

east, Jolly Green 63 had just crossed the rive
He callad that he was talting ground fire and broke to the nerth, I was gbove and
behind Jolly Green 67 and rollsd in with 2Cmm on his left side, The other four

A=l's were also firing and calling for the helicoptar to turn scuth as he wap B AdNNG
sast toward a village that had previcusly produced a fsir amount of ground fire,
Jolly Green 67 f{inally respondhd %o repested cdlls and turned right and recrossed
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helicoptar. This i3 a possibilty that is inherent in any mission of this type
and unfortunately this time we lost. However, there have
where we have encountered similar circumstances and pressed on and the miassi
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COMMENTS (CONT'D)

2. Although the choice of words in the preceding comment is adedttedly pompous
the tiwmgh is not intended ¢© be such. In additicon te the mechanics of the SAR
itself, I feesl that mention should be mads about running a major effort of this
type &t a forward operating lccaticn. The most important aspect and necesasry
eloment that was missing at Danang was a non-flying SARCO. As it was the crews
had to set up the whole mission Inolnding intelligence, targeting, schednling,
and informing all the other agencles involved as to what was going on. This was
in addition to flying amd consumed thes major portion of the time that was needed
for adequate crew rest. Captain Boli aassumed the responsibility and duties of aa
SARCO and did an cutstanding job and should be cosmmended for his efforts.

3, I also feel that when a SAR extends into aseveral days that plana should be
made to start rotating crews as early as the second day and that no one should
be involved for more than four consecutive days.

L. In closing I would like to commend ths 37th ARRS for ita help in housing all
of us on such short notice and for their general hospitaliily, they made the stay
at Danang slmost bearable.

Ve

Robert P. Gurke, Capt., USAF
1st S0S




4 April 1972

SUBJECT: Sandy 1 and 2 (Bat 21/Nail 38)

1. On 4 April Sandy 01/02, scrambled from ground alert, were alrborne

at 0525Z. arriving on acens at 06C0O Sandys were briefed by Nail 41 and
Bilk 29. While attempting to pinpoint exact survivor location Sandy 1

was hit and had fire coming from beneath his Laft wing, an immedlate
look over it wss determinad to be the left lau 3 rocket pod which was
immediately jettisioned. Sandy 1 went back in and located both survivore-

2. For tha remaineder of the day Sandy 02 held over briefed safe area
while Sandy 01 sttempted to pinpoint ground fire. While doing this Sandy
01 received 2 more hits with no critical damage, with the assistince of
Nail 41/Bild 29 un srea of concentrated ground fire was pinpointed and
Sandys 01 and 02 expended some ordnance on this area taling no hits

while striking.

3. During thls time the weather 15 1500' - 2000' overcast. Aaround 0730Z
the weather broke to the southwest of the survivor area but weather in
the immediate vicinity was unworkable for f{ast movers.

4. A/C onscene and holding to expend wers flying Bagle 313 and 304 and
Hoboken ,15. P43 did one lorran drop missing by about 5 clicks to north-
vest. an other flight with Blu 52 come in from feet wet down the river
and did an outst.nding job of dropping there ordnance. A flight of A-ie
and flying Bagla 304 also came under the weather and dropped their

nHock eye? Hoboken flight RTB for fuel - the fusing on their bombs re—
quired them to drop from minimum of LO0C Agl. O'Hara flight (P-4)came in
with more Blu-52 and during their strike took a hit in the ext. fusl

tank,

5. Around OBCOZ Nall 53 and Bilk 11 replaced Nall 4) and Bllk 29, also
Sandye 03/08 with Jollys wers launched by request from #) and falt an
attempt could be made. Jollys and Sandys 03~C86 holding feet wet and
Sandys O3 and 06 holding in briefed safe area. During the afternoon
Sandy 02 counted 17 different Sam calla for DMZ and Quang Tri ares,
but ohserved only 2 due to 2000' over cast.. Also observed 2 different
rockets launched from southweat of the survivors area toward self and
later Sandys (3-06. After 2nd rocket launch and during a Sam call ¢
Sandy 2 was hit by small srms (12.7 or 14.5) while at low altitude to
avoid Sems. #After bolefing Sandy 05 to be on scene command, 3andy
01/02 expendend their ordnance and RTB chan 77.

HINDSIGHT: Still hud no one to brief us on what was going on so we had
no ides how many peoole we were fighting. #Sandy 1 briefed #3 and take
on scena «nd after briefing #3 encoufitered radic problems and #5 was cal-~
le

ﬁﬂéw_z
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SUBJECT: Sandy Statement (SAR BAT 21B/MATL 384/B)
Sandy 03 lorse/Ch Morgan

to 4 4prid 1972, day 3 of ths SAR for BAT 21B., Capt Morse and Capt Morgan
launched as Sendy 03 and O, as directed by Queen at 08007, We

northwest and affected x rendezvous with Sandy 01 and 02 at O840Z. Sandy03
began having radio problesms an FX and VHF. We took a good look at the ares,
the weather waa good, about LOCO! broken. Sandy O was adviming ths FAC's

on where ardnancs was to go. The area had been very quist and mmmrois atrikes
had gone in. A pickeup attempt locked fassable to both Sandy 01 and 03. the
Test of the Sandy's were launchsad with the Jally's. Sandy 01/02 wers droping
ordnance priar o RfBing, By 05452 Sandy's 05/06 and 07/08 wers approsching
thae ares. I was having intermitiandt contect with King an VEF and anticipating
further problams, I contacted Sandy 05 (Burke) and asked him %o come wp and <~
be prepared to taks an scena command. Appanwntly Sandy 01 heard this call
and delayed leaving the arme until he could find a Sandy low to talos cammand.
By now I was missing several of the radic calls being mads,

2. A1l the Sandyts srrived in the aree of the survivers. Numerous SAM calls
and the evaxive dives resuiting from sams, mada the area hraffic so coaffssd
that leads and wings had a dfficolt time of kmeping track of cns another.

3. 7Ths gromnd fire intensity increases and my radios becams worse. All
the enemy had to do wes launch a SAM (or go into the high FEF mods, tims
giving a lanneh signal to BAW equiped aireraft) and the Sam calls cansad
us all to dive for tha deck, foreing us into the maall arms envircocment.,
I directed my wingmmn to taks ths lead of owr elemant and I advised Sandy
05 of my problem with VHP and FM radios.

i. Ground fire wes being taken from the survivorts area, the area around
Cax Lo, fram a stresms/gulley &t ID 156 586, and other nonefixed positions.
At 1030Z wiile F-i strikes were in progress in the SAR ares, Sandy Of (now
the lsed of our salement) had an ungnided rocket fired at him, somewhere in
the vicinity of ID 150 560. There wore muserous arti{llery rounds golog
off nexx the aircraft, That iz %o say o the gromnd undermsath the zir~ = ..

S5« At 1045 Sandy O3 took a hit from & 12.7 ar 14.5 (T think) in the right.
wing, Just inboard of the inbosxrd gun. Fire btroke oot immedistely. I T
domped hydranlic pressuae and jettiscnad my load while turning towmsd the
south, I headsd south then east toward the intdal Jolding point for the
Jolly's, 10 550 2L0-(see mapa). Ths Jolly's holding with Sendy 09 Carlsen/
10 Scoty, wese directed o rendexvous with me. The fire continued, setting
off the 20mm ammitdon in the right wing, doing very litile to setitle my
nerves or restore my sonfidence, The fire contimmed to boxn for what seemed
like a Iifetims but in reality for about S - 10 mimutes, Alrcraft control
a3 becoming merginal as pelces fell fran the right wing, My 1ifting sur-
belng destroyed on the right sids, the left wing was producing mors
ths right; ergo-the-aircraft wanted to enter a right turn. My only thought . .
mtogutfutm.th%phyitbygg.omllm leron and £y jaft - e
rddex was required®, anmhing o A Very am 2

cons L e ! Downgraded at 3 year intervals:

Declaseified after 37 vasea—




entarad. I rolled out on heading parallel to the coast.

6. Aasistance was offared frcom the Nail FAC's, Jolly's, the Navy, and

ry fallow Sandy's. It was very comforting to bs smrrounded and secorted
hyallnwfallwamtorl A regquest for a fommed runuxy was passed to
Da Nagg tower by both the Jolly's and the Sandy's. I arrived and arbited
Just narth of Da Hang at 11152. Foam was laid in a 21 x 40OO' strip. My
request was for a mindmua of 75 x 2000'. Ths landing gear wonld not extend;
erge a normal night, gesar uwp, black-out, merginally controlable, zero in-
s'trumbslmdingmmdamtmny ¥y kuesas were a littls shaky, hut
it was good to be able %o "walk away from it".

Gl 5 Airnm

DONALD X, MORSE, Captain, USAF
Sandy 03
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B April 1972

SUBJECT: Sandy Statement (SAR BAT 271/MATL 138)
Sandy 05 Boli/06 Barbena

1. On L April 1972, the Sandy forces stood down until latas in the aftm-
nocn, Sandy 05/06 were launched at 08302 sund we arrived on scene at
0905Z. We ware holding 5 miles scuth east of the survivors while Sandy's
01/02 and 03/04 work the area. Sandy 07/08 were holding with us. Thers
were mumearcus SAM calls, Sandy O8 saw cne launched from nprth to south.

2. At 0830Z Sandy 01 is attempting to give anscene command to Sandy 03,
btat 03's radios wers not functioning properly. So Sandy 05 was called
to come up In the area; however, dus to the mmerous 3AX calls and my
own UHF breaicing up, I did not hear this call. Sandy 07 did hear it and
he went up to take over onscene.

3. Sany 07/08 wars not in the area lang when both had taken battle dam
age dns to ground fire. They rejoined with us (Sxndy 05/06) and we checksd
them ovex at 1000Z, We could only find one hole in the right stub.

L4s Sandy 05'a radios ssemed to be better, so I proceedsd to the area

st 1010Z and follow 3andy0Q! as he shows me the locatioms of the survivors,
I take over as on scens commander while Sandy's 01/07/08 expend prior

to mmg-

5. Bilk 11 is in the ares, and I have him put in a flight of Snake and
Haps on target #22 (see map # 2). The rest of the Susdy's are holding <8
Just south of the SIRE area. The survivars are told to dig in as we are
putting orduance in around them. Thare is good contaot with bogh BAT
21 and NAIL 38, Sendy 05 is repeatedly taking gromd fire from Cam Lo
area and the area of the survivers. EBat 218 reports seeing troop move-
ment scuth of his position. The fast moverswith the Soake and Nape did

-~

6. I was fust initiating a pass aver the survivors to check for ground.
fire, wher Sandy 03 radios that he's bemn hit-and iz on fire, 1015Z. -
I qome up guard and call for s Jolly Green rendexvous south of Quang Tri
ag Sandy 03 had already stated his egress hsading and propcsed route.

7. 4% 1050Z I twn over a1 acens comsand to Bilk 11 and inform King of
Sandy 03%s departurs. GQuean through King directs that all SAR forces
B2?8., Nail 32 cheks in 2nd provides a radic relsy to Da Nang tower.

The tower was informed cf Sandy 03's problem and advised to foam a runway.

8. About 10 MM from Da¥ang, Sandy 06 reports a rough ruming engine and
no cockpit lights. in IFR was daclaired followed by an uneventful landing.

Jaed <€ Rt
FRED C. BOLI, Captain, USAF
Sendy 05




SUBJECT: Sandy Statement {SAR BAT 21/NAIL 38)
Sandy 01/Boli 02/Carlsen

1. O715Z Sandy 01/02 lamunchad for a Sendy recce of the SAR arex to deter-
mine the feasablity of a pici-up atismpt/Madden kit drop.

2. At 1545 we hear tha first Si¥ lamuch call and hit the deck, no e
observed tha wissils. Wae xrrived just scuth of the survivors srea at 0750Z.
We informed King 21 and the ¥AC's Bilk 11 and Natl 4O that we were in ths
area. Bilk 11 continned to work strikes whila Sandy 01/02 trolled ths area
south of the survivors, loaking for the 5 infantry battalicns that IDASC
had briafad us wes there, No enesmy wehicls, pesrsonnel, or ground fire was
seen.

3. At 0815 Sandy Ot takes an scene cosmand and halts air sixrikes in order
to talk to ths survivers and troll the ares near them, Bilk 11 and Hail L0
ware instructed to hold over ths arez to watch for ground fire. BAT 21B and
HAIL 38B wers contactad and told to wmtch for movement and listen for fire,
In the process of making the passas over ths survivors, Sandy 01 showed Sandy
02 the locations of thas swrvivors.

Lo At 0830 Sandy 01 attespted to daliver a Madden it to BAT 21B since no

ground fire o movemant had been dstected. The ™m~in was mmde, but BAT 21B

oould not see ths kit Sendy O1 made 2 more low passesz bul 1 conld see the

kit in ths clssred fislds elther, So BAT 21 was told that the kit was
probably someshers in the grass/brush that was sround him,

100 SB of target 21 Rafugees (7?) EIKI’ 52

b) 30 S of target 22 *

a) area sround * ﬂ%ododam anhmdlhpc
S00m W of target 28 Famm Me 3218

6. AL 0900 T call to have Sandy 05/06 Morse/Muxgan $o bring Jolly Greemn 67
and 60 to the initial holding aint, They mxrrived xt that point 10 mimtes
later. They reported sas ground fire near that holding point, so 1 selested
an ARVN truck park about 4Kn southeast of the final ruin, I mark ths final
IP with a WP rocket snd Jolly Green 67 acknowledges having it in zight. The
indtial briafing was conducted cn FM 38.9 since everyons had good contact on
that frequancy. At 0915 Sandy O3 & smoke bird arrives so the briefing ig altered
to allow him to drop the smmka,

Te At 0920 I instruct Bilk 11 to call off any cther airstrikes and enter

m“fwuw_%usquet. The requestad targets had
been accurstely hit. The anly moves I eomld L

e T R CRGUP -4
1
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T4 after 12 vears,

o




f
f
:

mm mmm
mmwmm m

u@m@m mwmmm

I joe mm mmmw

Bd 8

¢

%8s at 1015.

9. The SIRTF exited the arsa BEIBYd %o Ch 77,

Faad &Rl -

FRED C. BOLI, Captain, USAF
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SUBJECT: Sandy Statement {SAR ZAT 21 B HAIL 38B)

1. 6 April 1972, day five of the BAT 21 B SAR four for Hall 38B, Capt
s .ﬂd Capt Morgan cocked on alert as Sandy 05/06, Communications
E cutaideuctivitiaauvaoor. It had rained and all the phones
wara out. At OLOOZ thare were three addital possible SiR's, A Navy Al feet
wet at CRAB, a VHAF A-1, and an mneonfirmed F-4. HNothing materialised out
of any of theaes. Joker, throgh Queen diractad a Sandy lamxmoh at GS00Z.
With difficulty they were convinced by Lt/Col Barbepa o lamnck 2 Ssndy's
and then 2 more with the Jolly Greens, with an additicnal 2 Sandy's and
Jolly's about one hour later. The request for Sandy recce was based cn
FAC reporta of "absclutly no movement and no ground f£ire® in the 3AR arsa.

2. Sandy 05/06 Morwse/Morgan launch at 0720Z and rendevons with Jolly

Grwen 57 and 66 at OTLOZ at 360/20/69. The weathsr was clear below 15,000!
with outstanding visibility. The strikes being pul in on the SAR xrea could
ba seen from the hidlding podnt,

3. At 0830Z Sandy 01 (Boli) was txrclling the proposed ingress route for
groumnd fire. Sandy 01 directsd the Jolly's and Sandy's o move to the
indtial holding point YD 550 240 (ses map# 1). We procesedsd to that point
dropping Jolly Green 66 off at a safe point just south of Quang Tri.

k. Once in the holding ares, we had 2 very clear view of the SAR area.
Sendy 0% was giving us the briafing on how he wanted the pick-up attempt
to go. At 0845 Jolly 67 reparted taking fire from scmewhers near a bend
in the river at the holding peint. I directed him to hold a 1little further
south and requestad a more sxact position on the scurce of the fire. Both
Sendy O5 amd 06 mmde gpeveral intimidaticn passes on the area in questice, The ar:
area was occupisd by friendly trocpa and the Jolly couldn't pinpoint the
location, s0 no ordnance was expended. 5 or &6 Tanks oxr APC!y were spotted
coming dewn a rosd from the west to the east toward our position. I re—
questaed Sandy 01 and tha Bilk FAC, Bilk 11 tc ses if they msre friendly,.
4]l four Sandyfs msds an intirddation pass on the tanks sud they threws oub
ﬂwm B:ukﬂmdmﬁcmﬂmdth;twﬂom =

Se ﬁm&wmmmznmmum,mm
holding river to position curpalves overhead mare fiiendly tanks and AFGCPs.
Jally 67 statbed to cross the river st the zame point that he had taken
fire from only momsnts before. Ha agxin reported fire, so both Sandy's
0S5 and 06 rollsd in and put some 20mm strafs on the river, FMnally we
got tha jolly squared away and headed to the new hold poimt.

6. As btriefed, = smoke screve was lald and execution was &t 0930Z.
Sendy 02 wvas lsading the Jally, with Sandy 05 and 06 laying ordnanse in
front, behind, and on elther aids of the Jolly. I‘tholl;rmthl
river juatusturnail 38B!s poaition, YD 165 608 (pee map # 2), The

Jolly repcrted taidng ground fire just after crossing the route T 8 B.
It then acundad as if he kept his tranamitter keyed, for we could haar
him breathing. We cmldrnot .qattrdlﬁnl‘,t.obdaition on the fire. but we



instant that he it the ground. Yo survivars ware sean, no ons was chessxrved
Jumping from the alxreraft bafore impact. HNo contact could be eatablished,
Sandy 01 turned over cnsceme command to the Nail FAC and brisfed the Nail

and the Bilk FAC's on where to place thelr ardnace and what remaining areas
he wanted cbliterated. The Sandy forces regrouped and BTBYd to Da Nang.

Sandy 05/06 landing at 1020Z.

COMMENTS:

It wvas three dxys after the 3AR idaked off that we wars Lirkt to lsarn
about bhe threat and the invasim forces we ware up againat. The firat
d:yandnightuttham,z.ipﬂllm,tha grcnndﬁ:owh.mbut
undisciplined., On the following dajs, the first line troops were in the
fiald. They had excellent cammnications. Sem calls were driving us imto
the small arma threat. Groumd fire was accurate and well dsciplined. (ie
they waited for the beat opertunity. It would be quist for howrs aud then
the whole world would arupt.) The SVA ware very dafinataly
Jarming our commanications.

In addition €o having %0 f1y en ths missxioms, it was necessxry that we do
all the pianning and cocrdinating hetween all the elemsnts ftrvelved in
the SAR, Debriefing ws ons place, then one had to go debrief the sams
thing to the Bilks and Covey FAC'z. There waz no rest nly constant
pressure. Da Hang it not set up to handle anytiing even slightly out of
the erdinary. There ars no clewr cut gnidelineg of respongihility set
out forr any of the many crganizxtions who do beccow involwed in a SAR
affoxrt. mmab.;mmmwmmmm
vary momsnt

E

DONALD B. MOBSE, Captain, USAF
Sandy 05, Pighter Pilot
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Accomplishments (U}

(€ From 1 April 1972 to 30 June 1973, SAR forces in SEA were
credited with 365 combat saves and 120 non-combat saves.]cg Since 1966,
SEA rescue forces have been credited with 2,713 combat saves and 1,253
non-combat saves., This is a combined tbtal of almost 4,000 saves.

{U) The story of SAR is a complicated one as evidenced by the many
organizations and types of equipment involved. To best show the inter-
action of these diverse elements and to demonstrate the important aspects

and developments in SAR between 1 April 1972 and 30 June 1973, a number

of SAR missiuns are summarized in the following mission narratives.

Mission Narratives {U)}

(€L Bat 21. On 30 March 1972, the NVA began a major invasion of
SVN. Three days after this invasion began, an SA-2 SAM downed Bat 21
{an EB-66) in Military Region I. Seventh Air Force established a "no
fire zone" 27 kilometers in radius encompassing most of the 3d Army of
the Republic of Vietnam {ARVN) area of operation (A0) and launched a
massive SAR effort.T]O

(EL-This immense SAR effort, involving many different organizations,
lasted from 2 April to 13 April 1972 and employed as many as 90 aircraft
per day. During the SAR mission, two QV-10 FACs were lost to SA-2
missiles, and heavy small arms fire destroyed Jolly Green 65 of the
37th ARRSg, killing all six crewrnembers.]H

(€ After the 11-day SAR effort, the Bat 21 crewmember was rescued

by a U.S. Marine team which arranged to secure the crewmember while he
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was floating down the Cam Lo River in a Sampan. They transferred the

crewmember to an armored personnel carrier which took him to a helicopter
112

tanding zone for evacuation to Da Nang.

{(&w~The success of the mission in rescuing the crewmember was
shadowed by the loss of 1ife, the expenditure of resources, and the
criticism that the prolonged no fire zone designation gave an important
advantage to the NVA. Major David A. Brookbank, 3d ARVN Liaison Officer

Advisor, was on the scene during the rescue attempt. Major Brookbank
113
reported that:

(€ 5th three enemy divisions plus heavy artillery
striking the AQ, the 3d ARVN was unable to return
fire or request TACAIR in the area. Some specific
targets were struck after considerable delay in
obtaining clearance. In my opinion this gave the
enemy an opportunity unprecedented in the annals of
warfare to advance at will. . . . This operations
cost the 3d ARVN dearly in not being able to fire at
known targets of urgent tactical importance.
114
Major Brookbank added: (U}

(S} Another SAR no fire zone was further northeast.
U.S. advisors on the bridges {in the area) could
observe the tanks coming scuth but were unable to
fire into the Seventh Air Force zone. After the
zones were terminated, the enemy was already south
of the Cua Yiet and Mieu Gang rivers in strength.

(€ The Bat 21 operation demonstrated that circumstances on the
battlefield dictate the amount of effort that should be diverted to a
SAR mission. Brigadier General R. G. Cross, Jr., USAF, Deputy Director

115
of Air Operations, MACV commented:
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(€1 believe that it is a definite morale factor

that every person that flew over here felt that if he
was to go down that there was some chance he would be
rescued. However, 1 feel also that there was a tendency
on the part of the aircrews to expect that they must

be rescued above the requirements of the battle situa-
tion at any one time and as airmen or soldiers or
sailors we should expect that there are times when

as one person we must be sacrificed for the overall.

(€ Part of this controversy suggested that survivors must accept
additional burdens during extended SAR missions. Maximum use of E&E pro-
cedures was a must. Downed crewmembers could not expect to be rescued in
a short period of time if they were in a hostile environment. They would

. 116
have to empiuy the techniques taught in survival school.

(U) Oyster 01. Flying an F-4 (call sign Oyster O1) on 10 May 1972,
Major Robert A. Lodge and Captain Robert C. Locher shot down their third
MIG. Shortly thereafter, they were shot down by another MIG approximately
40 miles west of Hanoi. Although the pilot, Major Lodge, was never recovered,
Captain Locher, the weapons system operator, was rescued after 23 days of
E&E in North Vietnam. During the E&E, Captain Locher subsisted on fruits,

117

nuts, berries, and an ample supply of water. Captain Locher stated:

(U) One day I eyed a banana tree all day. It didn't

have any bananas on it, but remembered I could get

water out of it. Just before evening I stuck a hole

in it and got myseif three pints of good banana water.
He was also able to obtain varicus vegetables by raiding native gardens.
Captain Locher continually changed his position in search of cover, food,
and water. He moved a total of 15 miles, but he was unable to make contact
with any U.S. afrcraft. On 1 June, Captain Locher heard U.S. airplanes

conducting bombing missions. He knew that when the bombing ended, the

40
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On 2 April, one special problem on clearances to fire occurred when
7AF initiated a large scale Search and Rescue (SAR) effort, code
named Bat 21, in the Cam Lo area, An EB-66 had been downed by an SA-2
missile. At first, 7AF set up 2 "no-fire" zone 27 KM in radius which
virtually encompassed the entire area of operation (AQ). With enemy
divisions, including heavy artiliery striking in the AQ, the 3d ARVN
were unable to return fire or request TACAIR in the area, Eventually,
some specific targets were struck by air and ground artillery, but only
after considerable delay in obtaining clearance. Although the “no-fire"
zone was later reduced, the area covered the center of the main NVA offen-
sive thrust, It was through this area that the enemy moved large concen-
‘trations of artillery, tanks, and infantry. Still, the advantage to which
the enemy used the fire restriction can only be estimated, It is worth
iﬁdtiﬁg that extensive SAR fire support was directed against enemy targets
I the restricted area.ﬁé!
Fibs
{;;; The SAR mission was faced with new problems as a result of the NVA
‘;}fénsive. Because of the enemy environment, the normal SAR team could
ﬁot operate effectively. As demonstrated in the Bat 2} mission, enemy
artiiiery and weapon fire were serious threats to the slow-moving HH-53
_3011y Green helicopters, A-1 Sandy escort aircraft, and the OV-10 FACs.
;ﬁiﬁkng the 1i-day SAR effort (2 April to 13 April), SA-2 missiles downed

two OV-10 FACs, and ground fire caused the Toss of a Jolly Green and its

YR 4e/
. entire crew, The enemy in the SAR area now numbered in the thousands.
VYRS

_ngh caliber automatic weapons and even artillery repiaced the normal
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ground fire. Consequently, the eﬁemy thréat dictated several changes in
tactics. The suppression of enemy fire, previously handled by A-1 aircraft
in @ matter of hours, now required fast moving F-4 aircraft for perhaps days.
The rescue attempts of a single EB-66 crewmember required as many as 90
TACAIR strikes per day to suppress enemy fire in order to enable the Sandy

and Jolly Green team to rescue the survivor,

Despite such heroic efforts, air rescue was not possiblie in the Bat
21 effort, and the crewmember was eventually rescued on 13 April in a daring
venture by a U.S, Marine team who arranged to secure the crewmember while
he was floating down the Cam Lo River in a sampan. From this retrieval loca-
tion, he was transferred to an armored personnel carrier and taken to a
helicopter landing zcone, where he was successfully air evacuated to DaNang.EZ/
The ultimate rescue, although not actually accomplished by the USAF
SAR team, was nonetheless a dramatic demonstration of the contributions of
air resources in rescuing downed crewmembers, The Bat 21 mission, which
actually included several complementary missions, was possibly the most
extensive SAR effort ever attempted in SEA by 7th Air Foree.” In addition

to the normal SAR team components, it included TACAIR, reconnaissance {RECCE),

and Arc Light missions.

However, the success of the SAR effort must be weighed against the
effect this mission had on the overall situation in Quang Tri Province.
Fccording to Major Brookbank, "this SAR restriction gave the enemy an

opportunity unprecedented in the annals of warfare to advance at will “




" The U.S. Marine advisors shared this opinion and asserted that the USAF
requirement FB impose a “no-fire" zone around the downed aircraft resulted
in "a critic;1 restriction upon the defensive fire support plan all ajong
the Cam Lo iiver and Mai Loc Combat Base ]ine."iﬁ/

In another instance, a SAR "no-fire" zone was established near F35B
C-1 and Route 1, about 8 KM north of the Cua Viet River. This route was
being heavily used by NVA tanks moving toward Dong Ha. U.S. advisors on
the bridge at Dong Ha could cbserve the tanks moving south but were unable
" to fire into the zone., After 7AF 1ifted the restriction, the enemy was
already south of the area in strength.ﬂg/

Another type of "no-fire" restriction was applied when short rounds
or even possible short round reports were received. On 4 April, there was
a reported short round striking a Vietnamese naval station located at the
mouth of the Cua Viet River., A FAC had directed naval gunfire and subse-
.quently TACAIR against seven enemy tanks fording a river, Four tanks
were destroyed and three forced into retreat to the north. [I-DASC called
fo the strikes when it somehow received word that friendly troops were
being hit. The 3d Division TACP checked with the sector TACP and RF/PFf
forces in the area, and learped that only one man was wounded in the
‘engagement and that the probable cause of the casulty was from NVA tank
orlart111ery fire., Neither the 3go?ivision nor territorial force command

was concerned about the incident.” It is easy to see how confusion could

‘occur concerning short rounds during the beginning of the offensive, The













