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(C) Bat 21 (an EB-66) was downed by an SA-2 just South
of the IMZ on 2 April; Easter Sunday of 1972, This was the
beginning of one of the most unsuccessful and costly SARS of
the Southeast Asian conflict. Though the tradeoff in lives
and aircraft had a negative balance for this SAR, this fact
is hindsight. The reason for the failure was simply over-
vwhelming opposition, It was not learned until later that the
SAR force was facing the full thrust of the 1972 NVA invasion
of South viefnam. Not only were there three enemy divisions
in the immediate area of the SAR objective, but the enemy had
brough; with him a vast assortment of anti-aireraft weapons,

(C) The SAR started when a FAG, Bilk 3, heard an emer-
gency beeper and contacted the survivor on the ground. It was
Bat 21B, the lone survivor of a crew of six, Two aifborne
Sandys heard the transmissions and headed for the area. Ground
fire was heavy and the Sandys sustained battle damage while
expending ordnance around the survivor. Bilk 34 pulled off and
returned with three Army Cobra helicopters for a quick pickup
attempt, Two of these.helicopters were immediately shot down.
One helicopter exploded in the air but the crew of the other

was immediately rescued. Though darkness was approaching, the

123, 1st S0S and 23rd TASS Historical Data Reports. Also,
see SARCO Reports for Bat 21B, 2 Apr 72, (Doc 23) ;2%%5?7
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gsorties per day. The situation in Quang Tri Province was
critical and the Americans used a large assortment of fire-
power, The Nalls worked with Alr Force, Army, Navy, and
Mar';.:ne flyers, plus spotting for US Navy ships firing from
the Gulf of Tonkin., Nail crews supported many SARs during
this time and their roles will be discussed in the SAR sec-
tion of this chapter, 102

(S) Enemy mismiles accounted for the three combat
losses, ﬁ§r1y in the quarter, a SA-2 shot down Nail 38
while the éircraft was participating in the BAT 21B SAR.
BAT 21B and Nail 38B walked out from the midst of three
onemy divisions after more than a week on the ground, The
pilot of Nail 38, 1Lt William J, Henderson was listed as
MIA as the quarter ended. This SAR received worldwids cov-
erage in the’newa medla and will be discussed in greater
detail in the SAR section of this chapter.103 The other
two OV-10A losses were shootdowns by the SA-7 Strella, A1l

crewmembers were recovered from these two losses,

102, Ibid.

103, See SAR for Bat 21B and Nail 38B, this chapter,
page 108, i |
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Notes: at Lima Site 20, crashed on landing, hit ground, spun right, rolled down hill, flipped, burst into flames.
Two flight engineers survived.

Tail No.: 68-10366 Model: HH-53C Date of Loss: 25 Nov 71 Unit: 37th ARRS
Country of Less: Gia Dinh, SVN  Call Sign: Jolly Green 70

Pilot: Robert B, Swenck (02W-72)
Co-Pilot: John W. George (02W-72)
P.J.: Thomas D. Prose (02W-72)
P.J.: James R, Thomas (02W-72)

Notes: SAR mission, crashed Song Na River

Tail No.: Model: UH-IN Date of Loss: 04 Dec 71 Unit: 20" SOS, Ban Me Thuot
Country of Loss: Gia Dinh, SVN Call Sign: Green Homet
Gunner: Thomas E. Fike (02W-84)

Notes: Tim Fike was the last Homet lost. If 1 remember right it was in Dec 71. It was his last mission before
rotating home (it was to be a milk run out of Saigon and back). His crew was shot down as they were
returning to Saigon. The pilot thought that they had seen a rocket launcher set up in a rice paddy. The went in
low level to check 1t out (flying a slick), and a bad guy popped up and racked the bottorn of the chopper. Tim
Fike was killed, the other gunner (King) was seriously wounded and at least one of the pilots was wounded in
the leg. From "Jim" (Official Squadron History does not have this information in files - History ends Sept
1971)

Tail No.: 68-10359  Model: HH-53C Date of Loss: 27 Mar 72 Unit: 40th ARRS
Country of Less: Cambedia Call Sign: Jolly Green 61

Pilot: David E. Pannabecker (02W-120)
Co-Pilot: Richard E. Dreher (02W-119)
Flight Engineer; James Manor (02W-120)
P.J.: Raymond J. Crow, Jr. (02W-119)
P.J.: Raymond A. Wagner (02W-120)

Notes: crashed from unknown causes

Tail No.; 68-10365  Model: HH-53C Date of Loss: 6 Apr 72 Unit: 37th ARRS
Country of Loss: Quang Tri, SVN  Call Sign: Jolly Green 67

Pilot: Peter H. Chapman, 11 (02W-130)
Co-Pilot: John H. Call, 111 (02W-130)
Flight Engineer: Roy D. Prater (02W-1{31)
P.J.: Allen J. Avery (02W-130)

P.J.: William R. Pearson (02W-132)
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Other; James Alley (Photographer) (02W-130)
Notes: SAR mission for BAT 21 (EB-66C), crash site excavated May 94, remains of crew buried in Nov, 1997.

Additional Information: The Flight of Jolly Green 67

Jolly Green 67 was an HH-53 long range rescue helicopter assigned to the 37th Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Squadron {ARRS) at Da Nang Airbase, South Vietnam. It was downed by enemy ground fire on 6
April, 1972, while attempting to rescue two American airmen who had been shot down and were hiding behind
enemy lines,

This was one of the key events in what would become the largest rescue operation of that war, the rescue of Bat
21. Bat 21 was an EB-66 electronic jamming and reconnaissance aircraft. On 2 April, it was hit and destroyed
by a North Vietnamese surface to air missile as it and another EB-66, Bat 22, escorted three B-52s as they
bombed advancing North Vietnamese units invading South Vietnam at the beginning of what has come to be
known as the Easter Offensive.

Only one crewmember, Lt. Col. Iceal Gene Hambleton was able to eject from his stricken aircraft. His personal
call sign for the rescue operation was Bat 21 Bravo. Immediately, US Army helicopters tried to rescue Lt. Col.
Hambleton. But the North Vietnamese guns drove them off and downed one - a UH1 Huey, call sign Blueghost
39. Three of its crewmembers were killed and one was captured. The captured soldier was released by the
North Vietnamese a year later. The bodies of the other three were eventually recovered and buried in Arlington
National cemetery in April, 1994,

The next day, Jolly Greens from the 37th ARRS made two attempts to pick up Bat 21 Bravo. Both times, they
were driven off with heavy damage to their aircraft. Additionally, an OV-10, call sign Nai! 38, was hit and
downed by an enemy missile. Its pilot Capt. Bill Henderson, was captured. Its navigator, 1Lt Mark Clark, call
sign Nail 38 Bravo, was able to hide and await rescue like Lt. Col. Hambleton.

For two more days, rescue forces fought the weather and the enemy forces to try to rescue the two airmen. They
could not get in. Instead, hundreds of air strikes were put in to beat down the enemy gunners.

But the 6th of April, dawned bright and clear. So, after 42 more air strikes were put in, a rescue force of four
HH-53s and six escorting A-1 Sandy aircraft launched to make another attempt to recover the two evading
Americans, They were assisted by several forward air controllers in O-2s and OV-10s and numerous other
support aircraft.

Jolly Green 67 was designated to make the rescue attemnpt. But as it came to a hover over Bat 21 Bravo, it was
raked by heavy enemy fire. The escorting Sandy A-1s tried to engage the enemy guns. But they could not get
them all.

And they could see what the ground fire was doing to the helicopter. So several shouted for the crew to fly out
of the area. The crew of Jolly Green 67 aborted the rescue attempt and tried to maneuver their stricken aircraft
to safety. But the enemy fire continued and so damaged the craft that it crashed in a huge fireball a few
kilometers south of the survivors. The fire was intense and lasted several days. There were never any
indications of survivors.
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The Sandy pilots were shocked by the turn of events. The other helicopters were ready to move into the area
and make another attemnpt. But Sandy 01, the leader of the taskforce was not willing to risk another aircraft. He
aborted the mission. 1t was just too dangerous.

The next day, another OV-10 supporting the rescue, call sign Covey 282, was shot down in the same area, The
pilot, 1Lt Bruce Walker, call sign Covey 282 Alpha, was on the ground and evading like the two earlier airmen.
His crewman, US Marine 1Lt Larry Potts, was never heard from. With this news, General Abrams, the overall
US commander in Satgon directed that there would be ne more helicopter rescue efforts for the now three
downed flyers. Instead, a ground team was formed to attempt to infiltrate through enemy lines and pick them
up. It was planned and directed by US Marine Lt. Col. Andy Anderson, and lead by US Navy SEAL LT Tom
Norris. From 10 through 12 April, the team operated through enemy lines and rescued 1Lt Clark and Lt. Col.
Hambleton. They also intended to rescue 1Lt Walker, But on the [8th, he was discovered by Viet Cong troops
and killed. The rescues were over. Later, Lt. Tom Norris would get the Medal of Honor for the mission.

This was the largest sustained rescue operation of the war. Over 800 air strikes, to include B-52s, were put in in
direct support. Numerous helicopters, A-1s and forward air controller aircraft were shot down or damaged. A
total of eleven men were killed. But it was all done in the best traditions of the rescue forces. Their motto was:
That Others May Live. During the war, they rescued 3,883 downed American or allied airmen, sailors, marines
and soldiers and made it possible for them to retum home.

And finally, we welcome you home, Jolly Green, and salute you proudly for a job well done.
Darrcl Whitcomb

Author - The Rescue of Bat 21

To be published, Spring, 1998 by the Naval Institute Press,

Tail No.: 68-10362  Model: HH-53C Date of Loss: 14 Jun 73 Unit: 40th ARRS
Country of Loss: Cambodia Call Sign: Jolly Green 64

Pilot: Gilbert A. Rovite (01W-119)
Ce-Pilot: Francis E. Meador (01W-118)
Flight Engineer: David V. McLeod, Jr. (31 W-118)

Notes: Tail rotor lost, crashed into Tonle Sap

Tail No.: 70-1628 Model; CH-53C Date of Loss: 24 Jan 75 Unit: 21st SOS, 56™ SOW
Country of Loss: Thailand  Call Sign: Knife ??

Pilot: Gary C. Hall (01W-121)

Co-Pilot: Bryan A. Rye (01W-121)

Flight Engineer: James K. Hurley (01W-122)
Flight Engineer: Garry W. Hermanson (01W-121)

Notes:

Tail No.: 68-10933  Model: CH-53 Date of Loss: 14 May 75 Unit: 215t SOS, 56" SOW
Country of Less: Thailand  Call Sign: Knife 13
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April 1972

SUBJECT: Sandy Statement (SAR BAT 21B/Nail 38B)
Sandy 07 MORSE/08 MOGGAN

1. On 1 April 1972, Sandy 07/08 Morse/Morgan sccomplished a normal de-
ployment to Da Nang.

2, On 2 April 1972, Easter Sanday, at OL4OOZ we briefed with the Jolly'ts

for a possible evacuation of some permonnel from Quang Tri (see Map #1).

Aj 08002 Queen launched us on a scramble for a downed alrcraft, call sign
unknown, possition unimown. The Jolly's beat us off the ground and they were
alrbonre when Queen cancled the launch, as the crow was recovared by the Navy.
The Jolly's remained airborne at Queens direction while we taxied back,

3. At 0845Z Queen relaunched us for the svaouation mission, Sandy's were
airborne at 0900Z. Rendezvous was in progress when the ovacuation was cancled
by higher Headquarters.. Be rejoined with the Jolly's snd began to RTB 4o

Da Nang, About 10 milesfrom base, I hesrd a radioc call on Guard, "Beeper,
Besper oome up volce"”. I queried Queen as to what was in progress. They did
not know at the time, but were checldng on it, Meanwhile Sandy 07/08 began to
procesd back towsrd the north,

L. A Bilk FAC, Bilk 3l, had pinpointed tie survivor's location. He advised
the Sandy's to proceed east from Cam Lo (see map). We worked oudp way north
mdmtmdstuvbedtolloﬂngthomgrimtomdth-roninghinumth-
wesl of Cam Lo, We received fire from a 3AM, quite possibly an unguided
rockel, I directed a break down and to the left toward the hilla. The missile
wan launched at us from our 2100 position, Sandy 08 obaerved the impast on the
ground right undsr the spot I had been seconds sarlisr. This was our first
indication that this was not going to be an eany.B84R. We procesded north and
the FAC acquired us visually. He began to give us veotors intc the area.

5« The weather was about 1500 MSL broken to overcast. As we approached the

Cam Lo area from the southwest, we came under axtremaly heavy ground firs,
mostly 12.7mm. The fire was of the barage typs zs opposed to tracking. Every
where we turned or locked there were tracers coming right at us, With a goed deal
of luoly extrems Jinking and hiding in the clouds, we managed not to take any
sericus hits. The FAC kept saying come north of the river, therels no fire up
here, (ses map, Song Mieu Oisng river, map #1) The ground fire did indeed,

at first, seem less intense once we crossed the river, however they continued

to fire at us. Some of the fire was coming from so far away that it was fall-
ing well short, yet thie did not slow them down at all, It seenned as if they
wanted t0 nail us pretty badly, The Bilk FAC ghowed me the survivor's para-
chute and I took on scene commmid at about 10152, The survivor was located

in a clump of trees in the center of seversl fields (farming type commmity),

al coordinates D 155 £15. He, the survivor, was in good epirits and uninjured.
I pinpointed his position down to the nearest tress, and in the process began
taking fire again. Most of the fire ssemsd to be coming from the north and

g A |
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from the east. The survivor hixmsel? was Geing extremely heipful in call-
ing off ground fire for me. Comrmnications with King and Queen were vire
tually non-existant, which is normel for Queen | I was begging for any
kind of ordnance and for a FAC. The weqther was a factor and 1t was rapidly
hecoming dark. I could not leave the surviver there without extending soms
effaort to make sure that he wouldn't be scarfed up during the night. He
was vary close to the village complex along the river to his south, how-
ever, we were not taking fire from that location. 7Te the north the terrain
was fairly barren with very gentle rolling hilla, Thers was fire frcm this
area. To the east still more villages along the river (see map), but due -
east of his postion was flat marshy land, and we wers taking fire fram thers.”
Deapite the low celling, I felt that I could ssfely place ardnance on posi-
tions north and east on the sourwes of ground fire. Yet I could raise no
ons on the radic. I directed my wing man to get some ordnance and some
helicopters. Our orignal Bilk FAC was on the way back in to the area from
the sast near Dong Ha along the river. Hs had in tow L army Huey helicopters,
2 slicks and 2 cobras. Two of these helisopters were shoy down, One come
Pletely demclished, the other crew was picked up by the Jolly!'s. Thiz was
unknown by Sendy 07 at the tims, and for this reason, I was having dfficulty
commnicating with other elsments of the SAR force, They were engaged in
their oun SAR ! Darimess was fast approaching and & pick-up attempt could
net be made that night, I directsd Sandy 08 to expend with me in the SAR
area., Bat 21B saved his own 1ife by maintaining his cool. Working with
Bat 21B was an experience that nons of the Sandy's who worked on this SAR
will ever forget. The surviver called off positions ofl fire, watched our
ordnance impact and gave us corrections from that. The ground fire threat
was very bad, the survivor could see and hear peopls within 100 meters of
his position. While expending ordnance, Sandy 07 came under beavy, acourate
fire, receiving battle damage. After one partioularly heavy axchange of fire
1 was ooncerned for the sirworthynesa of the aireraft. It seemed contrilable
and I had Sandy 03 check me over as best he could in the darimess. I coild =
806 ssveral small holes in both wings and from thumps I had hedd I knew that
I had taken several hity on the armer Plating. There was mne rather jagged hole
in the loft wing over which I wae apprshensive. However the survivor kept
asking if T was alright, and that he could still ses pecple. I lumw whare
cne gun position was so I returned with Sandy 08 and blew his sierra KHRY o
No further fire came that locaticn, With the darimess around us » the exchange
of fire was very impresaive. The A~1 can throw 2 lot down when she needs
to, We could see the returning fire, but dde to low altitude, it was
not always possible to avold it. Sandy 08 was winowster and headsd out <™
toward the comat to the east, acting as a rpadic relay. I expended what I
hed left =a we waited for a FAC to come cut and tiks over. Finally a FAC
arrived, and I passed command at 11552, While returning to Da Nang I passed
all information had on to King and Queen. I reqeeted that ordnsnce be put
in ;llsnight., specificall CBU 42 and ELU 52, "BABY", Landing at Da Nang was
at 12352,

6« Once on the ground, Queen was immediately called with all information wo
possessed and our request for ordnance with the explanstion that it was
essantial for protection of the mwevivor, Additionally SARCO at NXP was
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called and the sams information was passed to him, along with my request

for more Sandy's and a replacement airoraft for myself. I had taken exten-
sive minor battle damage. Sandy (7/08 debriafed with Covey FAC itel. With
the ald of their maps we located the survivor's position and passed the & . |
di9git coordinajes on to Quean. We sbt up for a first light effort wath =~ =
the Jolly Greens. 4s this was Raster and Lint was over I had a beer and

tried to go to bed. Sleep did not come, as I lay awske shaking from fear

wopt of the might.

Thus ended Day 1 of the Bat 21 3SAR,

DONALD E, MORSE, Captain, USAF
Sandy 07

COMEIE T
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2 April 1972

SUBJECTs Sandy Statement { SAR BAT 21B)

1. At 2330L NKP time, Sandy's Ol Boli/02 LtCol Barbena/ 03 Clevenger
depart NKP. At 0030, 3 April 1972, Sandy 03 develops prop regulator
problems, and he has to divert into UBON.,

2. At 0130 Sandy 01/02 rendezvous with Jolly Green 66/60 at 150/100/93 and
escort them to channel 107 Plelku. Ve were releagsed by the Jolly's at
0300 and we proceeded direct to Da Nang, landing at 0335 (NKP Local}.

3. At 1275L we launched for the Bat 21B SAR. Sandy 01/02 arrived on
scene and held over Quang Tri at 1300. Sandy 03/04 Burke/Fossum were
working the area over. They affected 2 rendezvous with us and showed us
the survivor's location. Sandy Ol took on scene command at 1330. King
passed a meesage to expend all ordnance al RIB to Da Nang due there be-
ing another Sar in progress. This confusion only lasted for awhile. The
other SAR never did materialize.

4. We were trying to work the area over, having been briefed by the
Sandy's on scene earlier, to surpress known areas of hostile fire. Ve
contzted a MIKE FAC, Mike 92 to help in putting in strikes. lowever,

an ARC LIGHT forced us out of the area, until 1415 when King again tells
us to RTB.

8. On scene comnand is passed to Mike 92 and Sandy 01/02 start to exlt.
Mike 92 lost the survivors position, so Sandy 01/02 return to point 1t out
to hime About this time, 143%, Na il 38 checks in. He has worked the
area previously and he knows the survivor's location.

6. Sandy Ol awaits the Nails arrival to be sure that the survivor is
properly covered. The Nail arrdved at 1445 and reconfirms the survivor's
location. I passed to the nall that a blocking belt of area denial oxdnance
was to be constructed around the survivor. (CBU 42/49/52 and BLU 52)

Mike 92 would mark for Nail 38.

7. At 1500 Nail 38 is dovmed by a SAM. There were 2 chute and good contact
with bothe SAM launches were coming fast and furious. Both Sady's ad
the Mike FAC had SAM's launched at them.

8. Covey 270 checks in and Sandy Ol passes instructions on helping to
deny the area to the enemy. The bridge at Cam Lo was to be blomm. I

Mark this location with a WP rocket. The Covey piat in one flight of

F-4's vith Mk 82's and one A-37with Mk 82's. The northern span was dropped.

9. We saw an Army Cobra and attempted contact thinking maybe we could

get the Nail crew out. Finally we established contact on Guagd. I re-
quest he come freq 282.8 (Dalta). The chopper was Blue Ghost Red 30. He

—



agreed to make a pickeup attempt. I briefed
and the threat, and also on how I wanted him

hix thoroughly on the area
to run in etc. He still

agreed to give it a try. I never known the Army to turn u s down |
We executed with Sandy Ol leading the wayin marking with WP rockets.

At 1355 the chopper got shot off,,sustaining
coming from a gmail gulliy/stream boa south o
that the survivors were near.

10. By this time we have to RTB for fuel.

sma damage. The fire was
f the villages and the river

T nassed over on scene comnand

to Bilk 33 at 1610. We RTB'd to La Jang, landin~ at 170% (NKP Local).

o

D R G S A
Fﬁﬁn Ce BOLI, Captain, US'F
Sandy 01

AL



3 april 1972

SUBJECT: Sandy 5 and 6 (SaAR Dat 21)

!« Durdng morming briefing &t Ubon on 3 april Sandys 05 and 06 received
word to scramble ot 0010Z. Wolf Pack guve us a holding point 050/37/103,

2. Sandys 5/6 arrived at the rendezvoue at 0200Z and found Jolly &5/67
holding just off shore not at 050/30/103. Nail 38/39 were in the area
of the survivor und they hud not observed any ground fire. About 0330
Nail 39 come out to lesd in the Jollye and Sundys above the clouds.
Nail 39 then led Sandy C5, Jolly 65 ond Sandy 6 down through a hole in
the clouds. Jolly 67 remained above the cloude out sbout 4,000 ft.
sbout ! min ufter coming through the WX to VFR below Jolly 65 called
thar he wug hit oad wus climbing back out. Sandy 05/06 seurched for
ground fire but found none, and Jollys landed at Chan 49,

3. Sandys 05/C6 now returned to feet wet and joined in orbit with Jolly
6t and €0, AL around OL30Z Sandys joined the orbit and took on-ecene
command with Nail 39/7/# trolled the area and started briefing analher
attempt with Ingress from the north of the survivors,

4. abt apound O5C0Z this wttempt was started the wasthsr wis now broken
to overcust

5. after 2-3 minutes in VFR westher Jolly 6f called he was hit and &1l
forces withdrew to Chan 69. Sandys 05/06 RTB Chan 77 for fuel and Sandy
7/8 remained on-scene.

HINDSIGHT: Niether sandys nor Jollys had any knowledge of the intensity
of the ground wus in this areu. Ground defenses of this position in-
cluding 10,000 ~ 15,000 troops supported by large tunks with tiret re-
moved and quadfifties mounted on them. Alsc numereoue 12.7, 14.5 and
23mm ads were plsntiful. «leo about 7~10 Sam calls were heard. Had
Sandys of Jollys teen made awure of this ground movement no Pick-up
sttempt wouldﬂgs mads.

G. PnlibBE, 1Lt ; USaF
sandy 5

o

6 BiimL, Capt, USnF
Sandy 6
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April 1972

SUBJICT: Sandy Statement (SAR 34T 21B/uAIl 388)
Sandy 07 Morsal00 Morgzen

1o 3 4pril 1972, day two of the DAY 213 Sar, the first light briefing was
at 2000Z, The weather in the SAR arsa had deteriorated throughout the night
and ¥Rs now unworiable. Sandy 01 Fred Ball and 02 1t/Col Barbena were
anroute to Do Nang so I could have a replacemsnt airoraft.

2. No ordnance had been put in all night, due to & canflicting report on

the survivor's position, Despite my emphazis to Quesn ou the necessity of
the ordnance and the telephone number whers I could be reached, no attempt
was meds to contact me, The other position that had been passed was about
20 miles south of whare the survivor reslly was (YD 18 42). This position
was so totally ridiculous, that it was beyond my comprehansion how it could
oven havo baen congidered. Total Ancompetense n the part of mesbers of the
rescus team 1s unforgivable., I hope all who read this may never have to

be a survivor on the gromnd and wonder if “they" reasdy - have it togcther.ti’

3. Ths aircraft were not ready for ua to launch as pii 80 the additional
time was used to update intel and breif Boli snd Lt/Col Barbens on the situ-
ation. Lavnch was at 224,07 and we procesded northwest along the coastline.

k. We scontested the on scene Nail FAC, Nail 25 for an uprasal of the weather
and the situstim. The weather was unworimble for VFR strikes, howsver the
FAC's ware conduoting LORAN drops. As there was nothing we could do in the
area, we orbited off the coast with the Jolly's aoting as redic relsy and
ordering up assets. There were numerous SAM calls from the DMZ, I kept
requesting sonfirmation that Iron Hand was on soens. Xing assured me that
it wus; however, the SAN calls caused ue numerous delays and loss of flight
integrety a2 we had to dive through the low ¢louds to hit the
tive USF ADF's did not help us get rejoined.

5. Sandy 03/0L Burke/Fossum {see line wp photos at end of repart) arrived
°n scene and joined with Sandy 01/02 on the ground at 2330Z. The wexther
s starting to improgs alightly. The Nail FAC's lead us ovarhead the sur-
vivor; however, the westher was still poor =, tops 4OOO', bases ragged 250°
to 3007 AGL,

6. About 01002 I heard Sandy 05/06 Priebe/Bardal coming up to the scens.
Ewmmammmﬂmmm,mmmdm
dffisuit, Additionally due to cur altitudes, navigational assitance coujd
not be abtained, (GCI/Tacan/ADF)

7. As radio contact allowed, I briefed Sandy O5 on the area, defensss,,
ardnance now golng in, etc. I also advised him of tha best approach to

the area as being from the south ar southeast. I warned him of the intensive
fire received from the socutinmst, qnd advised him to avold coming in along
the river from the east.

. 8. Sandv 08/04 foﬁf&'ﬂiW-L
i XD O -4
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and await further words from the Hall FAC's on scene. Sandy 07/08 returned
to base at Dz ilang landing at 03003,

7. Ve debriefed with intaligerce and with the new crews for about U
hours. We were still uvnaware at this time that we wers fecing a full
scale North Vietnamess invasion force, At last we got some sleep, the
firat for many hours,

Skl 5 e

DONALD E, MURSE, Captain, USAF
Sandy 07
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April 1772

SUBJECT: Sandy Statement (SAR BAT 21B/NAIL 38A/B)
Sandy 03 Morse /04 Mirgan

V. L April 1972, day 3 of the SAR for BAT 21B, Capt Morss and Capt Morgan
launched s Sandy 03 and O, ay directed by Queen at 0800Z. We proceeded
northwest and affected a rendezvons with Sandy 01 and 02 at 08L0Z. Sandy03
beagan having radio problems cn FM and ViAF. We took & good look at the ares,
the weather was good, about 4000! broken. Sendy 0F was advising the FAC's

on whers ordnance was tc go. The area had besen very quiet and numerous strikes
had gone in. A pick-up atitempt looked feasable to both 3andy 01 and 03, the
rest of the Sandy's were launched with the Jolly's. Sandy 01/02 were droping
ordnance prior to RTBing. By O945Z Sandy's 05/56 and 07/08 were approaching
the araz. I was having intersittant contect with Eing on VHF and anticipating
further problems, I contacted Sandy 05 (Burke) and asked him to come up and X~
be prepared to take an scene command, Appsgrently Sandy 01 heard this call
and delaysd lsaving the ares until he could £ind a Sandy low to take command,
By now I waz missing several of the radio calls bedng mads.

2. A1l the Sandy's arrived in the area of ths eurvivors. Numeroua SAM galla
and the avasive dives resulting from sams, made the area draffic so confiized
that leads and wings had a difficult time of ke#eping track of cns another,

3+ The ground fire intensity increases and my radics becams worse, All

the enemy had to do was launch a SAM (or go into the high PRF mode, thus

giving a launch signal to RAW equiped aireraft) and the Sam calls caused

us all to dive for ths deck, forcing us into the small arms enviromment.

I directed my wingman to take the lead of our element and I advised Sandy
05 of my problem with VHF and PM radics,

L. Cround fire was being taken from the survivor's area, the area arcund
Cam Lo, from a strean/gulley at YD 1556 586, and other non~fixed positions.
A%t 1030Z while F-li strikes were in progress in the SAR area, Sandy O4 (now
the lead of our element) bad an unguided rocket fired at him, somewhere in
the vicinity of ID 150 560. There ware numarcus artillery rounds going
off near the aircraft, That is to say on the ground underneath the air-
craft.

5. At 1045 Sandy 03 took a hit from & 12,7 or 14.5 (I think) in the right
wing, Just inboard of the inboard gun, Fire broke out imediately., I
dumped hydraulic pressurs and jettisoned my load while turning toward the
south, I headed south then sast toward ths intial Bolding point for the
Jolly's, ¥D 550 240 (see maps), The Jolly's holding with Sandy 09 Carlsen/
10 Scott, weme directsd to rendezvous with w8, The fire continusd, setting
aff the 20mm ammnition in the right wing, doing very little to settle my
nerves or restore my confidences, The fire continued to burn for what seemed
like a lifetims but in reality for about 5 - 10 minutes, Alrcraft control
was becoming marginal as peices fell from the right wing, My 1ifting sur-
being dastroyed on the right sids, the left wing was producing more 1ift than
the right; srge the aireraft wanted to enter a right tuwrn. My only 1) cuncts
il

was to pet fest wet lay 1% . left ailers 3175
rudda; sgnn'_raqvurad' og an.ch:LgE gg coﬁla ey B : -,-
o |

Dewngeaded at 3 vear intervals:
JRPp— DN'J;!\ " !{('4 7 [[‘1-_;-____12__.\:4&-;:4.:...‘ -
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entered. I rolled out on heading parallel to the coast.

6. Assistance was offered from the Nail FiC'a, Jolly's, the Navy, and

ny fellow Sandyts. It was very comforting to be surrcunded and escorted
by all my fellow aviators. 4 request for a fatmed ronway was passed to

Da Nasg tower by both the Jolly's and the Sandy's. I arrived and orbited
Just north of Da Nang at 11152, Foam was laid in & 21 x L00O' strip. My
request was for a minimum of 75 x 2000', The landing gear would not extend;
ergo 2 normal night, gear up, black-out, marginally eontrolable, zero ine
struments landing was made uneventfully. Xy kuess were a littls ahaky, hut
1t wae good to be able to "walk away from it®,

it & G

DONALD E. MORSE, Captain, USAF
Sandy 03
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B April 1972

SUBJECT: Sandy Statement {SAR BAT 21/NAIL 38)
Sandy 05 Boli/06 Barbhana

1. On L 4pril 1972, the Sandy forces stood down until late in the alter-
noon. Sandy 05/06 were launched at 08307 and we arrived an ascene at
09052. We wers holding 5 milessouth east of the survivors while Sandy's
01/02 and 03/04 work the orea. dandy 07/08 were holding with us. There
wers numerous SAM calls, Sandy 08 saw one launched from nprth to south.

2, At 08302 Sandy 01 is attempting to give an.scene command to Sandy 03,
but 03's radios wers not functioning properly, So Sandy 05 was called
1o come up in the area; however, due to the numerous SAM calls and my
own UHF breaking up, I did not hear this call, Sandy 07 did hear it and
he went up to take cver onscens.

3. Sany 07/08 were not in the area long when both had taken battle dam-
age due to ground fire. They rejoined with us (Sandy 05/06) and we checksd
them over at 1000Z, We could only find one hole in the right stub.

4. Sandy 05's radios ssemed tu be better, so I procesded to the area

at 10102 and follow SandyOl as he shows me the locations of the survivors.
I take over as on scone commandsr while Sandy's 01/07/08 expend prior

to RTBing.

5. Bilk 11 is in the area, and I have him put in a flight of Soake and
Napa on target #22 (see map # 2). The rest of the Suady's are holding <8
Just south of the SiR area. The survivorw are tald to dig in ay we are
putting ordnance in around them., Thare is good contast with bogh BAT

21 and NAIL 38, Sandy 05 is repeatedly taking ground fire from Cam Lo
ares and the area of the survivors. Bat 21B reports seeing troop move
mant south of his position. The fast moverswith the Snake and Nape did

outstanding work,

6. I was just initiating a pssr over the survivors to check for ground
fire, when Sandy 03 radios tha’ he's been hit and is on fire, 10152,
I come up guard and call for a Jolly Green rendesvous south of Quang Tri
as 3andy 03 had already stated his egress heading and proposed route,

7. At 1050Z I turn over on scane command to Bilk 11 and inform King of
Sandy 03's departure. Queen through King directs that all SAR forces
RTB, Nail 32 cheks in rnd provides a radio relay to Da Nang itower.

The tower was informsd cf Sandy 03's problem and advised to foam & IUNWAY,

8, About 10 M from Da¥ang, Sandy 06 reports a rough running engine and
no cockpit lights, An IFR was declaired followsd by an uneventful landing.
Haed < okl

FRED C, BOLI, Captain, USAF
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SUBJECT:  laundy 1 and 2 (Bat 21/Nail 38)

1. On L april Ssndy 01/02, scramtled from ground alert, were airborne

at 05252. arriving on scone at 0670 Sandys were briefed by Nail L1 and
Bilk 29. thile sttempting to pinpoint exuact survivor locution Sandy 1

was hit and husd fire coming from beneath his Left wing. an immediate

look over it wes determined to te the left lau 3 rocket pod which wus
immediately Jettisioned. Sandy 1 went back in «nd located both survivorss

2. For the remaineder of the day Sandy G2 held over briefed safe area
while Sandy 01 attempted to pinpoint ground fire. While doing this Sandy
C1 received 2 more hits with no critical damage, with the assistance of
Nail 41/B1ld 29 on ares of concentrated ground fire wae pinpointed and
Sandys C1 and 02 expended some ordnance on this area tuking no hits

while striking.

3. During this time the weather 15 1500' - 2000' overcast. saround 07307
the westher broke to the southwest of the survivor area but weather in
the immediate vicinity was unworkable for fast movers.

e &/C onscene and holding to expend were flying Gagle 313 and 304 and
Hoboken L15. FP-~4s did one lorran drop missing by about 5 clicks to north-
weat. 4n other flight with Blu 52 ccme in from feet wet down the river
and did an cutstunding job of dropping there ordnance. A flight of A-~i4s
and flying Bagle 304 also cume under the weather and dropped their

"Rock eye" Hoboken flight RTR for fuel - the fusing on their bombs re-
quired theut to drop from minimum of 4LOOO agl. Of'Hara flight {P~1 )came in
with more Blu-52 ond during their strike took a hit in the ext. fusl

tank.

5. Around 0800Z Nail 53 and Eilk 11 replaced Nail 41 and Rilk 29, also
Sendys 03/08 with Jollys were lsunched by request from #1 and felt an
attempt could be made. Jollys and Sandys O3-08 holding fe~t wet and
Sandys C3 and 06 holding in briefed safe area. During the afternoon
Sandy 02 counted 17 different Sam calls for DMZ and Quang Tri area,
but obaserved only 2 due to 2000 over cast. also observed 2 different
rockets launched from southwest of the survivors area toward self and
later Sandys C3-06. after 2nd rocket launch and during & Sam call ¢
Sandy 2 wae hit by small erms (12.7 or 14.5) while at low altitude to
avoid Same. #after bmiefing Sandy 05 to be on scene command, Sandy
01/02 expendend their ordnance and RTE chan 77.

HiZDSIGRT: 5till hud no one to brief us on what was going on so we had
no idei how muny reople we were fipghting. #Sandy 1 briefed #3 and take
on scene .nd after briefing #3 encouhtered radio problems and #5 was cal-
led,in.

A st e OOl
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Sandy 03 (3 Apr 72)(Rat 21B SAR)
Sandy 07 (4 Apr 72)(Pat 210/7all 38F GAR)
3andy 03 (6 Apr 72)(5at 21B/¥ail 38B ©IR)

On 3 April 1972 I launched as Sandy 03 from NXP with Lieutenant Fossum on my
wing as Sandy OL. Takeof! was st approximately 21302 (2 Apr 72) and we pro-
cesded to a "feet wet" rendesvous wiih Sandy 07 and 08 20mm east of Quang
Tri, RVi. The weaiher over the water was poor with the cloud tops averaging
3500 MST. with bases ragzed and blending into the fog on the deck. There was
a FAC (call sign uninown) in the area directly over ihe survivor and he reporte
ed tha’' the loweet cloud layer was 3C0' AGL with patchy ground fog beneath
this covering the survivor's position. After we finally mensged to get all
four A=1l's together, we headed inlanc with Sandy 07 as lead. Ve orbited the
aren =t S000' Mal with one of two Nall FAC'S who were onescene at the tiwma.
After a short discussion, Sandy 07 directed Sandy 03 and O to RTE to Danang
in order to refuel as the weather was still urmorkzble and did not appear to
be ready to btreak. Sandy 03 and O complisd and landed at Danang at O1LOZ (3
Apr 72). Ve regueled and recocked and launched for a second time at 02407,
Enroute 10 the area I was informed that Sandy 05 anc 06 were holding "feet
wet® with two Jolly Jreen helicoorters after getting one other Jolly shot off
in a previcus rescue atiempt. The run in on the sborted attermpd was from the
southwegt gnd the fire had come from a village on the southsran bank of the
river., With Sandy 05 and 06 holding over the water I decided to move into
the area and rendeszvous with Nall 39 who was on-scens comnander. The weather
had improved to about 3500' AJL broken clouds and Nall 39 quickly showsd me
the location of the surviver, I took over on-scens ctmmand &nd proceeded to
troll for ground fire with negative results in the Smmediate area. Nail 39
reported taking a hit but thought that 1t had come from the northwest of the
area. I then directed Sandy 05 and 05 to start the heliconters 4n from their
holding point over the water, 'ail 22 was available to lead the group above
the broken cloud layer and I assumed that ho was going to come in from the
southeast. However, this wes a poor assumption and the Jolly's reported
heavy ground fire from the time thet they erossed the cosst north of Dong Ha
until they arrived in the area of the survivor. I hsd the Jolly's continue
becanse I falt that the 1mmediate area was relatively secure and that a quick
pick up offered the best chance for the survivor. Sandy 05 and 06 arrived in
the area slightly before the Jolly'e and I was in the process of hriefing
them on where I wvanted their smoke vhan the lead Jolly descended ihrough s
break in the clouds. Ha contimed to descend until he was about 500" below
ug end at that time hs oagain called that he was taking heavy ground fire. I
could not get him %o give ms a direction and could not see any myself so I
told him to exit the area to the southeast. He RT:'d to Danang without any
further trouble and Sandy 05 and 06 stayed in the area to expend their ordnance
on a tank that Sandy O4 had spotted. "nfortunately, Sandy O4 couldn't find
the tank again although I am convinced that it was the scuree of the ground
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fire reported the Jo Oresns. Sandy 05 and 06 then RTB'd to Danang and
with no E%C'a iﬁythe arei?% asked King for ordnance and received a flight of
Fl's (call sign unknown) carrying ME~B2's. I expended the F-ii's on t?a Cam

IO bridgs along with a flight of VNAF A=37's that were carrying'HK-Bl 8. I

was trying to isolate the survivor and although one of the A~37's did hit ths
bridge damage to it was minor. A short time later, Mike 92 arrived on-scene
and T showed the survivorts position to him and as I was getting ready to lesve
the area, Ssndy Ol and 02 arrived on~scene. I procesded to btrief Sandy Ol on
the situation, pointed out the survivor's position, and turned over on-sceno
command to Sandy O1. Sandy 03 and Ok RIB'd to Danang and landed at 06202,

L April 1972

Sandy 07 - Captain Durke
Sandy 08 - Lisutenant Fossum

We launched at approximately 0700Z and proceeded to the SAR area. Nail 38 had
besn ghot down the previous afternoon by an SA=2 and Nail 38B was located sbout
650 meters southeast of Bat 21B. I never had volce contect with Nail 384 although
there were numerous intermittent beepers on guard in the area of the other itwo
survivors. Sandy Ol and 02 had requested all available A-l's to lsunch for a
possible plckup attempt and we held south of the survivors' position while Sandy
01 triefed Sandy 03 on the situation., Sandy 01 had taken only light ground fire
and felt that the area was ready for a recovery attempt., Sandy 03 was experienc
ing major problems with his radbos so Sandy 0] started to brief Sendy 05 to

take over on-scens comsand, Sandy 05 was not gzhle to resd Sandy 01 and I decided
to takes the briefing and moved into the ares directly over the survivorst!.

Sandy Ol pointed ocut the location of Nail 38B and also pcinted out the areas

that he thought were the source of the ground fire. Befére going any further, I
would like to menticn that during the time we were holding scuth of the area with
Sandy 05 and 06 sevsral SAM calls were heard and we hit the deck on all of them.
Sandy 05 reported seeing two or three of the missles and all were thought to be
SA=2's. There was also a North Vietnamese artillery barrage in progress and we
moved our holding point farther to the west. Just as Sandy Ol was completing the
briefing, another SAM call was heard and we dove for the deck right over the
town on the south sids of the river sast of Cam Lo. I took a small arms hit in
the right wing and Semdy 08 took several smgll arms hits one of which punctured
the right fuel tank. Sandy 08 irmedistely headed scutheash and rendesvoussd with
Sandy 05 who had now regained his radios. I was going t0 retain on-scene goemand
but with Sandy 08 hit and Sandy 0S5 able to ¢onrmnloste I deoided to pass ofi~scene
command to Sandy O5. Lefore leaving the area, Sandy 07 and 08 expended rockets
and CBU~25 on & group of huts to the east of Bat 21B as the FAC had reported
ground fire from there when the SAM call wazs heard, Ve made one pass snd then
RTDP*d te Danang landin-~ at 1000Z.

6 April 1972 -
Sandy 03 - Captain Burke (single ship due to Sandy OL's abort for maintenance)

Sandy Ol and 02 were alrborne with Sandy O7 and 08 and Sandy Ol had decided to
attempt & pickup of both survivers. My wingman hed a major hydraulic leak and

(}{\qu“= - _ :E:ijv
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was unable to get airborme. I was carrying CTU=22, CIU-25, and M-UT's intending
to be used as a smoke bird. When T arrived in the area, Sandy 01 briefed all the
forces on the plan of attack. The plan was +o have the Jolly Grean start from a
praminent hardsite on the scuth gide of 2 pagetnesstewect read, preoceed neorth
past iall 38B acroes the Cua Viet River, and then turn east to lat ?12'm position,
Bat 21B wae to be picked up first. Sandy 02 vas tb8lsad the helicopter along the
route and Sandy O7 and O8 wers to act as escorts on either side. Sandy 03 was to
put sroke in the group of huta along the road Just to the south of Zat 21b and
this smoke was to be the signel of exscution for Jolly Green 67 to start the run.
With the briefing corplete, Sandy Ol markoed the position that he wanted the smoke
te cover and Sandy 03 put C3U«22 between the two marking rockets. Tho smoke
drified over the survivor somewhat but Sandy 02 said thzt he could still see Bat
21B'a position and the run in econtinued. On ®y second pzas I put another can of
C'T=22 in the huts to the wast of ‘gt 218, As I pulled off in a laft turn to the
east, Jolly Green 63 had just crossed the river and was heading west toward Bat 212,
fe called that he was taking ground fire and broke to the north. I was gbove and
behind Jolly Creen 67 and rolled in with 20mm on his left side, The cthey four
A=l's were glso firing and calli-g for the helisopter to turn south as he was #35ALNG
east toward a villave that had previously produced a falr amount of ground fire,
Jolly fireen 67 finally respondhd to repe.ted cAlls and turned right and recrossed
the river. I contimed a descending turn firing 20m: into the villages to the
east, and in an area tc within 50 meters of the h:licopter on his lsft side, I
finally stcpped firing when I sculd not get my guns tc bare on the area around the
helicopter and pulled out of my dive appraximetely 300! above tha ground. As I
pullsd up, I crossed hehind Jolly Green 67 and oalled for a left turn as he had
contimed his right turn and wap headin; toward Cem Lo and away from the agreas
route, 4s he rolled cut of his rii:ht turn, a flame shot out below the nain ro

in the vicinity of the left engine. The helicopter nosed up and rolled lefi ¢

and pleces gtarted falling from the aircraft. The aircraft hit the greund on its
laft side and the fire continued to burn from the left engine, finally consuming
the entire aircraft approximately ten seconds later. I did not see anyoms get out
and there were no chutes or bespers. I RTE'd to Danang with the rest of the Sandy's
and landed at 1010Z,

COMMENITS Y

1. There are times and circumatances when rosoue ty helioopter is impossible.
However, this determination must be made Ly the peopls onescens based on what the
particular situation demands. I do not foel thet a particulayr srea should be
declared unmorkable without fMrst hand and current knowledge of the aneny threat
in the area. In this case we may have pushed too hard but the determination of
the onescene commander was that there was a good ehance that the trsmendous
amount of ordnance that had been expended in the immedizte sres had effectively
eliminated the major part of the enomy forces in the reglon, Nens of the other
aircraft involved in the pickup attespt suffered any battle damage and looking
back it appears obvicus that the enemy was simply walting for a shot gt the
helicopter. This is a possibilty that 4s inherent in any misaion of this type
arwd unfortunately this time we lost. Hovever, there have been cases in the past
where we have encountered similar circumstances snd Pressed on and the miassion
va8 saccessful and there will be cases in the future where this will slso hold
true 80 in sumuation I would warn against Ziving up hope at tco early a time.

o, e !
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COMYENTS (CON™'D)

2, Although the choice of words in the preceding corment is admittedly pompous
the thuugh is not intended to be such. In addition to the moechanics of the SAR
iteelf, I feel that mention should be made about rmunning a major effort of this
type at a forward operating l-cation. The mogt important aspect and necessary
elomant that was missing at Danang was a non~flying SATC0. As it was the crews
had to set up the whole mission insluding intelligence, targeting, scheduling,
and informing all the other agencies involwed aa to what was going on. This was
in addition teo flying and oonsumed the major porticn of the time that was nseded
for adequate crew rest. Captain Boli assumed the responaibility and duties of aa
SARCO and did an outstanding job and should be commended for his efforts.

3. I also feel that when a SAR extends into several daye that plans should be
made to start rotating crewa as early as the secoend day and that no one should
be involved for more than four consecutive days.

. In closing I would like to commend the 37th ARRS for ite help in housing all
of as on such short notice and for thelr general hospitality, they made the stay
at Danang almost bearsble.

> Y4
fote 7 bl

Robert ¥. burke, Capt., USAF
1st S0S

DOCZ327
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April 1972

SUBJECT: Sandy Statement (SAR BAT 21 B HATL 38B)

1. 6 April 1972, day five of the BAT 21 B SAR fowr for Nail 388, Capt
Morse Capt Morgan cocked on alert as Sandy 05/06. Communications

0% uthide activities 1s very poor. It had rained and all the phones
were oubs At OLOOZ there wesre three zddital possible SAR's, A Navy Al feet
wot at CRAB, a VRAF A-1, and an unconfirmed F-. HNothing materialised out
of any of thess. Joker, thruugh Quee: dirested a Sandy launch at 0400Z.
With difficulty they wsre convinced bz Lt/Col Barbena to launch 2 Sandy's
and then 2 more with the Jolly Gresns, with an additional 2 Sandy's and
Jolly's about one hour later. The request for Sandy recce was bassd on
FAC reports of "absolutly no movement and no ground fire" in the SAR area.

2. Sandy 05/05 Morse/Morgan launch at 0720Z and rendevous with Jolly

Oreen 67 and 66 at 07402 at 360/20/59. The weather was clear balow 15,000
with outstanding visihility, Tho strikes beinz put in on the SAR area could
be sean from the halding point.

3. At 0830Z Sandy 01 (Boli) was trolling the proposed ingress route for
ground fire. Sandy 01 directad the Jully's and Sandy's v move to the
initial holding point YD 550 240 (see map# 1). We procesded to that point
dropping Jolly Green 66 off at a safe point just south of Quang Iri.

4. Once in the holding area, we had a very clear view of the SAR area.
Sandy 01 was giving us the hriefing or how he wsnted the pick-up attempt
to go. At 0845 Jolly 67 reported taking fire from somewhers near a bend
in the river at the holding point. I directed him to hold a little further
south and requested a more exaet position on the source of the fire, Both
Sendy 05 amd 06 made several intimidation passes on the area in questian, The .
area was occupled by friendly troopa and the Jolly eouldn't pinpoint the
location, #o no ordnance was expended, 5 or 6 Tanks or APCl'a were spotted
coming down a road from the west to the oast toward our positian, I re-
quested Sandy 01 and the Bilk FAC, Bilk 11 to see if they wers friendly.
All four Sandy's made an intimidation pass on the tanks and they theew out
yellow smoke. Bilk 11 and Hall 59 confirmed that they were friendly.

5. At 09002 Sendy O1 requested that wes move further north, across the
holding river to position curselvas overhead mare friendly tanks and ARCYs.
Jolly 67 started to cross the river at the same point that he had Laken
fire from only moments bafore. He again reported five, so both Sandy's

05 and 06 ralled in and put some 20mm strafe on the river. Finally we

got the jolly squared away and headed to the new hold point.

6s As briafed, a amoke sorens was laid and exeoution wes at 0930Z.
Sendy 02 was leading the Jolly, with Sandy 05 and 06 laying ordnance in
frant, bshind, and oo either sids of the Jolly. The Jolly orossed the
river just east of Nail 38B's position, YD 165 608 (see mep # 2). The
Jolly reported taking ground fire just after crossing the route T 8 B.
It then sounded as if he kept his transmitter keyed, for we could hear
him braathine. We eonmldnet ﬁ e daﬂ:gn.z? bosition on the fire, but we
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were throwing ordnance all around the area he had been when ho called
ground fire, Sandy 01 directed the Jolly to turn south. Ile was in a
right hand turn, but it was far too sahzllow. The Jolly was comhng far

too close to the villags area of Xan Thirong YD 171 605 (mep # 2). His
shallow twrn continued while we were all trylng to gat him to steepen it
up and hsad south, Ee came very near the village of Thon Bich Giang as
wall., He croased the river now on a heading of southwast, which was the
worst to take. We told him to twrn left which he finally did, We had no
indication that he was hit until fire bhoke out on the left side of the
Jally. He entered a steep left descanding tan with parts of the airoraft
(possibly parts of tha rotor) falling off. EHe impacted, burning, but still
fairly intact and sti1l in a left bank. The airoraft burst into flamez the
instant that he hit ths ground. No survivors were seen, no ons was ohserved
Jumping from the aircraft before impact. No contact sould be established,
Sendy 01 tumed over onscens command to the Nall FAC and briafed the Nail
and the Billk PAC's on where to place thair ordnace and what remaining areas
hs wanted obliteratad, The Sandy forces regrouped and RTB'd to Da Nang.
Sandy 05/06 landing at 10202,

COMMENTS 1

It was thres days after the SAR kioked off that we were first to leam

aboul bhe threat and the invasion forces we were up against. The first
day and night of the SAR, 2 April 1972, tha ground fire was hesavy but

undisoiplined, On the following daps, ihe first line troops ware in ¢

field. They had excellant commurications. Sam ¢alls wers driving us

the small arma threat. Ground fire war accursate and well diseiplined
they waited for the best opartunity. It would be quiet for hours and

the whole world would erupt.) The VA were very definately monitoring
Jazrdng our communications.

LEeE®

In addition to having to fly on the missions, it was necessary that we do
all the planning and coordinating betwesn all the olements snvolved in
the SAR, Debriefingws one place, then one had to go debrief the same
thing to nhe Bilks and Covey FAC'a, There was no rest ouly canstant
pressure. Da Nang it not set up to handle anything sven slightly out of
the ordinary. There are no clemr cut guldalines of respansibility set
out for any of the many organizatims who do become invoived in a SAR
sffort. This should be a lesson, but the very same proble exights this
very moment

Quald) € Horne

DONALD E. MORSE, Captain, USAF
Sandy 05, Fighter Pilot
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& April 1972

SUBJECT: Sandy Statement (SAR BAT 21/NAIL 38)
Sandy 01/Boli 02/Carlsen

1. 07152 Sandy 01/02 launched for a Sendy recce of the SAR area to deter-
mine the feasablity of a pick-up attempt/Madden kit drop.

2., At 1545 we hear the first SAM lamuch call and hit the deck, no one
observed the missile. We arrived just south of the swvivors area at 0750Z.
We informsd King 21 and the FAC's Bilk 11 and Nail LO that we wers in ths
area. Bilk 11 cantinued to work strikes while Sandy 01/02 trolled the area
south of the survivors, looking for the 5 infanitry battalions that IDASC
had brisfed us was thers. No enemy vehicle, persomnal, or ground fire was
ssan,

3. At 0815 Sandy 01 takes o acene cormand and halis alr atrikes in ordexr
to talk to the survivors and troll the area near them. Bilk 11 and Hail 40
were instructed to hold over the area to watch for ground firs. BAT 21B and
NAIL 30B were contacted and told to watch for movement and listen for fire.
In the process of making the passe= ovar the survivors, Sandy 01 showed Sandy
02 the locations of the survivors.

L. At 0830 Sandy 01 attempted to deliver & Madden idi to BAT 21B since no
ground fire or movement had been detected. The run~in was made, but BAT 21B
could not ses the kit Sgndy 01 made 2 more low passes but I could ase tha
kit in ths olsared fislda sithar. So BAT 21 was told that the kit was
probabl:r somewhere in the grass/trvsh that was sround him.

Se I widened the arsa of trolling io inelude planned runein and any areas
that locked suspiéions, Strafe and CBU 25 was put in on these area, but no
reastion was evoked. The area was entisiy quiet and heavilly damsged. the
following L areas looked a little suspiclous and Sandy 01 directed Bilk 11
to strike them:
100m SE of target 21 Refugeas (?) BLU 52
b) 300M S of target 22 %
c) ares around " 29 Wooded area &mk:o and Nape
B00m W- of terget 28 Farm Mk 82's

6. AR 0900 I call to have Sendy 05/0% lMorse/Morgan to bring Jolly Ureen 67

60 to the initial holding oint. They arrived at that point 10 mimutes
latar. They reported some ground fire near that holding point, so I selected
an ABVE truck park about LKm southsast of the f£inal runin, I mark the final
IP with a WP prockst and Jolly Greean &7 acknowledges having it in sight. The
initial briafing was cmducted on F 38.9 since evaryone had good contagt on
that frequency. 4t 0915 Sandy 03 a smoke dird arrives £0 the triefing 13 altered
10 allow him to drop thes smcke.

7« At 0920 I Ainstruct Bilk 11 to c2l) off any cther airstrikes and enter
the area for a final chesk,. Still all- quist. The requested targets had
been accurately hit. Thoonlymm cmﬂdmmmmw

'\ ¢
1 P owngeaded 0 3 year jntervals:
L Lo d ultey 12 years.
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whe ware rapidly exiting the area.

8. At 0930 I mark the area for smoke and Sandy 03 ruts in a besmtiful smoke )
screco., Sandy 02 begins to lead the Jolly in from the South, Once the final FLR
IP is crossed, the Jolly hit the deck and Sandy 05/06 are shooting up every-

thing all apround the Jolly. The Jolly crossed the river and started to turn Jai
left behind the smoke scress, Just theu he began taking hits, just as I called
for PAT 21 B to POP his smoke, Sondy 01 saw no orange smoke and by this time

the Jolly had made a 180° turn and hegan backtrasking the plamed egross route.
A11 the SANDY's were wers placing ordaance 211 around the Jolly and the ares
shars he first called ground firve. The Jully had his mike keyed thus blook-

ing &1l transwissions to him. I repestedly called Jolly turn scuth thrm right.
Finally the Jolly respandsd and crossed the rivar,. Sandy Of began straffing
target 28 and ecrossed behind the Jolly. from right to left, and palled up on

his left side. The Jolly had overshct “is turn to the right and was now headed
soutiest. Sandy 01 directed "Jolly TURN NUIH 1Y a8 he began to turn, a

Pipe broke cut above the left engine, bemeath the mein rotor, Parts bogan

oaming off the Jolly. The tail rotor ssemed to sepavata and the Jolly crashed

and burned. No survivops ware seor and no contast was astablished.

9. The SARTF exited the srea RTEY4 t- Ch 77, landizs at 1015, 2¢5

FRED C, BOLI, Captain, USAF
Sandy Ot
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37th ARRS 1972 Ycarbook

NEXT

37th ARRS
Memorial Sarvice

South ilanger, DaMang Airfield
Republic of Vietnam

12 April 1972 1530 Hours

B

ORDER OF SERVICE

Preseataticon of Colors. Coler Gnard
Hm "How Great Jhou airt?
Invonation Chnapiain Thoms F. Keans
Resuonsive Recding "Wy doul Is Thirsting'
Hymm "The Strife Is G'er, The Rattle Done’
Seripfture Hepding Tigt Raymand Gore
Tribute Lt Colonel 4illiz=m Harris
Hynn "The Air Force ihymn"
Bengdjction Chaplain Thomas F, Keane

* FLEASL STAND

S S S i T S s S T SN N R S A S A T
TRIBUTE
————

We, men of the 37th Aerospace Rescua and Recovery
Squadron ond friends, are here teo pay honor to gur
Fellew comrades:

TSgt Allen J. Avery

1it Jehn H, Call I1II

Capt Peter H. Chapman I1
Bzt William R. Pearson
TSgt Roy D, Prater

Sgt James Alley {40th ARRS)

BACK INT1E X
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Sapt Peter H, Chuprun II

Cupt Pater H, Shapman IT - Adrcreft Commander - Killed
ir ucticm © April 1972, Vioetnem. Gept Chapman was bern
en 26 guzust 1940 in Canterburg, Chio, where nz wes raised
zrd zducszted. FHe entorad 1hs Alr Ferce in the narly 1%o0's
wmd o zempteted navipater training. Scon after, Cupt Zhupman
ertores piled treiring ord reciaved hig wings in 1964, fe
fPloy the 4% 1ine :nd 2-141's wntil ke trzrsiticnme? fnle
Melinepters. This wez Sart Cherncnts Mrogt Leur In 224,
de 13 =urvived by hig prrents, Mr end ¥rs foltor K. Chepmen,
Houte #2, Cantetury, Chia, JICI.

1Lt Jehn 7. Call

LLt Jehm H. Cell « ZJopilot -- Killed in actler & 4
19%2, Viebtners, Lt Sall was kern on © Yeoluery 1947
warhlmgton, U, 3. Fe wss reiszed ln S3ilver Springs, M
and predunted frea the Tniversity of Farylerd i 1
he epntered the wir Feree in 1970 and went thrcug
Avag halicoplox trairing progras of @t. waltarz
sboger.s Thie weos Lt Sell's first tour Tn Sa3i.
servived by nis paranis, Mr end Fro Joon A, =11, 5

Greenlang Smurt, Foteoons, Muryl:nd, 20854,

SR =
=

Spt Jemeg Alley

gl Jumes Allsy ~ Jombatbt [hotcgrapher = Killed Ia action
5 April 1972, Vietnem. 8gt &41lay wes born on 18 Sept—
arbal 1949. His homs is at Plertation, Flcrida ard his
last assigmmert was at Vendenburg AFB, Californiu. St
Allsy errived in SEA 3urirg dpril 1971 znd has been on
flying status since he arrived. He heg Mlown rescua
misaiong with the Jolly Greens and waz here to replace
ancther sergewnt who was slightly weonded by shregnel.
Sgt Alley had been stationed at Ubon Airfield, Thsiland
with the 40th ARRS and was at DalNang on TDY. He is
survived by his parents and cne sister.

NEXT BACK INDEXN
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138 Allsn J. Qvery

IS¢t Allen J. Avery ~ Parsrescusuzn - Killed in saticon
6 April 1972, Vietrnam. 1Sgt Avery was born on 22 Feh~
Tasry L33 39 law Vark City, Faw Yorx. He has boen =
verevasnvzmgn Lep :beub ten yearsz. 3pt Avery's decor-
ations include the Silver Stir, Alrmens Medsl, fir Mndsl
with 14 Cex Leaf Slaciera, pir Tornaz Sommemdeticn Medul,
Yietnumuse Creoga of Gellertry with Zalm, do is suyvived
i gupktor Dancrak K. pvary end his grordmoihker,
mia T. Avary, $6 Boy:a Strost, jshurn, ¥eosn,

2¢t Willizm X, Peopsgorn
ot i litem R. Perrscr — Parersscuewan - &11led in
actlon & April (872, Vietnam. 88t -eavultr wes TCTR on
18 peril Lv 'l in Conzorx faw Panpsb;rau Fa ortesgd bhe

fr Porce in 197 and prsaust ’d 1rfm rarsricous scoocl
i JitHry '9"1, fhis way Sq1 7 .rzcrie Mirst Lwar in

St wiera ba Uloy orn 114 cgmb‘t isSHions. e iy norvivaed
Sy ATo peranis Mr.oard Mrs. ichort Tl Paorsen, RYORL,
werner, New dadpshivrs.

Tart oy D, Pratar
Togt oy D Prater, #fight Soginser., £illasd fa soticn

o avril L%V2, Tisinan., T3pt Fraior wen rere or 1 July
1936 in #posivills, Tennessa=. Ha antored the i,

dorvz in Lhe 1930'c ano flew thg Vo34 hal Tlzcntay . Ha
Lran joinzd the sis ?0rce arme Tlew the Joelly Greons
Lo Lher bagun p' uciiof. 1sey Yratar iz survived

by 21iz wifa Jarcl J. -Tat:r anmd tawir three shildyan,
Eennxs, Debra erd “awela, wouc2 £4, Seluntis Sity,
Spdlans, 45725, He 18 wled curvived by his persnta,
“t, an¥ yre. Dergld S, atll*ala_u, rle Temalet Sab
Division, warrer feovine, Gi, 31092,

NEXT BACK INDIEX
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CAPTAIN PETER HAYDEN CHAPMAN 11/

‘Captain Peter H. Chapman II was a native of Centerburg, Chio. He
entered the Air Force through the Aviation Cadet Program in 1961, After
commissioning as a navigator (he was a distinguished graduate and
recelved the Daughters of the American Revolution Award for Academic
Excellence), he was assigned as a transport navigator tn C-135s at Travis
Alr Force Base, California {MATS), He attended pilot training at Willlams
Alr Force Base, Arizona in [965, and returned to the 44th Air Transport
Squadron, Travis Alr Force Base, to fly the C-141. He attended Squadron
Qificer 5chool at Maxwell Alr Force Base, Alabama in 1969, where he
agaln graduated with honors, In 1971, he tralned in the HH-53 "Super
Jolly Green Giant" helicopter and became a member of the 37th Aero-
space Rescue and Recovery Squadron, Da Nang Airfield, RVN,

On April 6, 1972, Captain Chapman and his crew on H-53 Jolly Green 67
were launched to recover the crewmembers of an Ov-10 and an RB-66 who
were downed in the northern portion of Quang Tri Pravince, very closs

to the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) in South Vietnam. Prior to the arrival
of Jolly Green 67, the area around the survivors was repeatedly bombed
and strafed to neutralize enemy fire. When the A-1 "Sandies" (cluse

alr support tactical aircraft) and other aircraft had determined that the
enemy fire had been suppressed, Jolly Green 67 was cleared far the
recovery attempt, As Captaln Chapman and his crew approached, slightly
south of the survivors, Jolly Green 67 began receiving intense enemy
ground fire. During the attempt to get out of the area, the alrcraft was
disabled and Captain Chapman and the entire crew were lost.

The Military Alrlift Command (MAC), the Aerospace Rescue and Recavery
Service (ARRS), and the 1550 Aircrew Training and Test Wing (ATTW) are
very proud to dedicate this butlding to the memory of Captain Peter H,
Chapman -~ one who exempiifies the motto, "THAT OTHERS MAY LIVE".

Captain Chapman was selacted by the members of the 1550 Technijcal
Training Squadron as particularly deserving of this recognitlon as a
Rescue pilot because of his dedication to academic excelience. Chapman
Hail houses all academic classrooms, slide/tape leamning center, alrcraft
simulators (HH-53 and HH-3), and the new ARRS Museum. All ARRS
crewmembers and ali Alr Force helicopter pilots receive thelr training here;
this includes training for TH-1F, UH-IN, H-3, H-53, and the HC-130,
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YOU GOT GATOR?

Em ARTICLE FROM) VlETN.AM

The entire North Vietnamese Army was on the move, but that
didn't stop the Air Force's search and rescue helicopters.

By Colonel Darrell D. Whitcomb, U.S. Air Farce Reserve (ret.)

Editor's nate: The June 1997 issue of Vietnam features U.S. Air Force Colonel
Darrell Whitcamb's stary of the B-52 bomber strike against the North
Vietnamese during the massive 1972 Eastertide Offensive, the shoatdown of a
Douglas EB-66 electranic warfare aircraft, and the downing of "Blueghost 39,"
an air cavalry helicopter (see "Heroic Huey Search-and-Rescue Mission"” on
TheHistoryNet). As in the classic Japanese movie Rashmonen, where a tragic
incident is told from many different perspectives, Colonel Whitcomb, a former
Jorward air coniroller (FAC), tells the many-sided story of the attempts to
rescue two downed American airmen in the spring of 1972. Air Force Lieutenant
Colonel {ceal Hambleton (call sign Bat-21 Bravo) was the navigator of the EB-
66 that was shot dawn while leading the B-52 bomber strike. First Lieutenant
Mark Clark was the navigator of a North American Rockwell OV-10 FAC
aircraft shot down in an early attempt to extract Hambleton. The efforts to
locate and rescue both men--later sensationalized in a 1988 movie, Bat-21,
starring Gene Hackman, Dannie Glover and Jerry Reed (none of whom were
"particularly believable™ in their roles, according 10 ane reviewer)--actually
involved separate Army, Air Force and Navy operations. What follows is
Whitcomb's account of the Air Force operations.

At approximatcly 3:15 p.m.on April 6, U.S. Air Force Captain Fred Boli took
off from the American air base at Da Nang in a prop-driven Douglas A-1
Skyraider fighter-bomber (known as a "Sandy"). With Boli, whosc call sign was
Sandy 01, were three other A-ls, Sandys 02, 05 and 06, and two Sikorsky HH-
53 rescuc helicopters (known as "Jolly Greens"), Jolly Greens 67 and 60. A few
minutcs later two more Jolly Greens, led by Captain Mark Schibler, took off as
backups.

The task force had two possible objectives. Colonel Hambletan, the EB-66

survivor, had now been on the ground four days and nceded to be resupplied.
Therefore, one A-1 (Boli's) was rigged to drop him a Madden resupply kit with

http://www britishheritage.com/Vietnam/articles/1997/0697 text.htm 08/07/1999
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food, water, amimunition and exira radios. A rescue attempt could also be made
if Boli, the Sandy leader, felt the situation warranted it. It would be Boli's call.

Lt. Col. Bi1ll Harris, commandcr of the Jolly Green squadron, was concerned
about the mission. Harris knew that there was still likely to be a significant
enemy presence around the two downed Americans. He discussed the situation
with his commander, Colonel Cecil Muirhead, in Saigon. Muirhcad and his staff
were also worried and were monitoring the ongoing rescue effort very closely.

Harris had intended to fly as aircraft commander on the lead Jolly Green during
the April 6 mission. But he had participated in one of the earlier pickup
attcmpts, when the choppers had been badly shot up, and his squadron mates
insisted that he had already done his share. When Harris reluctantly stood aside,
Captain Peter Chapman stepped forward and insisted that he be aliowed to fly as
aircraft commander on the mission. Harris was deeply impressed with
Chapman's volunteering, especially since

Chapman was not next in the duty rotation and, in fact, had orders to return to
the United States to fly with the presidential air unit at Andrews Air Force Basc,
in Maryland. But Chapman's attitude was typical of all of the men in his
squadron, who were ready to risk their lives to save others. With Chapman on
Jolly Green 67 were st Lt. John H. Call, HI, co-pilot; Tech. Sgt. Roy D. Prater,
mechanic; Sergeant William R. Pearson and Tech. Sgt. Allen J. Avery,
pararescuemen; and Sergeant James H. Alley, photographer.

The gaggle of airplanes proceeded to a holding point southeast of Quang Tri,
where Jolly Greens 67 and 60 and Sandys 05 and 06 circled while Sandys 01 and
02 entered the battle arca to assess how dangerous it might be to attempt a
pickup. There, they took over from the two FACs on station, Captain Harold
[cke (call sign Bilk 11) and Captain Gary Ferentchak (call sign Nail 59). Icke
and Ferentchak had been working the area jointly and finishing up the
preparatory airsirikes. The two backup Jolly Greens were on hold at a position
east of Hue, just off the South Vietnamese coast.

Boli noticed a friendly tank position approximately six kilometers south of the
survivors and decided to make the final holding point for the helicopters right
ovcer them. But he was very concemed about the five enemy battalions that
intelligence had told him were directly around the survivors. He spent the next
30 minutes trolling the planned ingress route for the helicopters, using his
7.62mm minigun to strafe anything that looked suspicious, Neither Boli, in
Sandy 01, nor Sandy 02 observed any appreciable enemy reaction, but they did
receive some enemy surface-to-air-missile (SAM) signals on the radio while
they were checking out the area.

At 4:15 p.m,, Boli directed the two FACs to terminate the airstrikes so that he
could overfly the survivors' immediate arca. He requested that Icke and
Ferentchak as well as Sandy 02 and both Hambleton and Clark, on the ground,
all listen on the same radio frequency and watch while he flew low around the
survivors' positions. Boli also tried to drop the Madden supply kit to Hambleten,

http://www britishheritage.com/Vietnam/articles/1997/0697 text.htm 08/07/1999
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but the arming wire on the device failed and the kit did not release from the
aircraft. Boli did not know that, however, until he landed back at Da Nang.

Boli also strafed a fow suspected NV A locations with bis 20mm cannons and
had Sandy 02 drop cluster bombs on other areas, widening his area of search as
he did so. Boli directed the FACs to hit several arcas with more airstrikcs. While
all of that was going on, Boli ordered Jolly Green 60 to hold southeast of Quang
Tr1 and ordered Jolly Green 67 and Sandys 05 and 06 1o procced to the final
holding point.

As the aircraft were repositioning, Captain Boli began his final briefing for all
the participants in the rescuc attcmpt. They would first try to pick up Hambleton,
he said, then--depending on how the situation developed--they would try to
extract Clark. The two would be picked up either by Jolly Green 67 or one of the
other choppers. But the briefing was rudely interrupted by a SAM call, which
forced all of the aircraft to dive for the deck to avoid the missiles. Boli noted that
the SAM launches were not accompanied by any anti-aireraft artillery (AAA, or
triple-A}.

At 5:10 p.m., Sandy 03 joined the force with a full load of white phosphorus
smoke, which could be used to lay a smoke screen. Boli finished the plan
briefing--Sandy 02 would iead Jolly Green 67 in with a series of smoke rockets
to pick up Hambleton and then Clark, in that order, if the arca was quiet. Sandy
02 would then join with Sandys 05 and 06 in a "daisy chain" around the Jolly
Green to provide suppresstve fire, Sandy 03 would lay a scries of well-placed
smnoke screens and then join the daisy chain. Sandy 01 woold orbit above to
direct the operation and call ground fire.

At 5:15 p.m., Boli determined that all rcquested targets had been struck to his
satisfaction. He had the FACs and remaining strikes hold high and dry while he
re-cntered the survivors' immediate arca to brief them and take onc last look. He
reviewed the plan and situation in his mind. Hc knew that it could be a trap, but
the preparation had been thorough, the trolling and probing had been intensc,
and the enemy response so fur had been slack. It was time to go!

Boli dirceted the task force to execute the pickup. Sandy 02 immcdiately laid
down his marks for the helicopters to follow to Hambleton. Sandy 03 put down
his smoke screen. Sandys 02, 05 and 06 began the daisy chain to protect the
vulnerable helicopter and began dropping cluster bombs and strafing with their
20mm cannons anything that looked in any way threatening. A slight wind shift
caused somce of the smoke screen to partly obscure Hambleton's position. But the
confusion was quickly resolved, and the force pressed on. Overhead, in the
swirling mass of airplanes, Captain Ferentchak took out his camera and began to
take pictures. He wanted to record what he thought was going to be a historic
rescue.

As Jolly Green 67 crossed the river near Cam Lo, the helicopter began to take

groond fire from all quarters. Seconds later, as it approached to within 100
meters of Hambleton, Boli called for the survivor to pop his red smoke so that
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the Jolly Green crew could locate him. Almost simultaneously, someone on
Jolly Green 67 called, "I'm hit." It was later determined that they also had added,
"... they got a fuel line." Hambleton heard all of this on his survival radio and,
rcalizing the gravity of the situation, did not pop his smoke and rcveal his
position.

The crew of Jolly Green 67 fought to control their damaged aircraft. Boli had
briefed the helicopter crews that if they began taking ground firc, they were to
immediately exit the area on a southeast heading. Realizing their desperate
situation, the crew began to turn their craft to escape the cauldron of withering
fire. The North Vietnamese gunncrs seemed to increase the intensity of their
fire.

Boli ordered the other Sandys to cover the wounded Jolly Green, and he began
strafing in front of the lumbering helicopter as it tried to gain speed. But instead
of turning southeast as briefed, the crew began heading due east, toward the
enemy concentrations north of the river nearby. Apparently onc of the crew
mcmbers on the Jolly Green was holding down his microphone transmit button,
since numerous calls directing the chopper to "Turn south, Jolly, turn right!"
were blocked. The crew finatly turncd south about one kilometer east of the
planned routc after Boli warned them not to cross over a village full of enemy
troops. As the Jolly Green crew made their turn, Boli flew up behind them and
strafed the enemy soldicrs.

Jolly Green 67 overshot its turn and took up a heading 1o the southwest. Boli
ordered the chopper to turn back to the left. Somcone else came on the radio and
told the chopper to turn right. Boli tells the story from there: "Jolly hesitated,
and again I ordered, 'No! Turn [eft Jolly, turn south." He initiated the tumn, and I
was about to order him to climb when, as I passed on a strafe pass, 1 observed a
fire suddenly break out between the middle of the left engine and the main rotor,
Immediatcly picces flew off of the tait rotor and struck the main rotor, causing it
to disintegrate. Jolly Green 67 continued to roll left and crashed on his left side
about 1_ kilometers south of Nail 38 Bravo's [Lieutenant Clark's] position. Fire
immediately spread throughout the aircraft. No beepers were ever heard.... The
time was 1740." On the tactical frequency, Boli began calling: "Jolly's down!
Jolly's down!"

Jolly Green 67 lay on 1ts side, a hcap of burning, smoking wreckage. It would
continuc to burn and smoke for several days, with intermittent explosions of the
ordnance on board. The firc would become so hot that some of the metal would
mell into the ground. There were no survivors and there would be no search and
rescue attempt. Instead, the names of six more Ancricans--Chapman, Call,
Prater, Pearson, Avery and Alley--were added to the mounting bill for
Hambieton.

Boh conducted a roll call of his task force. All others were present. Captain
Schibler, leading the two backup helicopters, monitored all of this and
mmediatcly began to move his two aircraft to the holding point, where he
encountcred the rest of the force. The two groups of aircraft quickly joined into
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an orbiting aircraft and tricd to sort out the disaster. All the pitots agreed that
there were apparently no survivors of Jolly Green 67 and that another attempt to
rescue Hamblcton and Clark did not appear justified at that time, since there was
still a strong cnemy presence in the area.

As the task force leader, it was Boli's call. He agreed that the arca was just too
hot; they would abort the mission. Boli then turned on-scene command over to
Captain Icke, with another list of targets to be struck, told the survivors to
remain hidden, and accompanied his shaken foree back to base.

Back at Da Nang, the men of the rescue forces were stunned by the tragic loss
of. Jolly Green 67 and its crew. Colonel Harris was very upset. The loss of Jolly
Green 67 confirmed his earlicr fears that the search area was just too dangerous
for helicopters. Once again, Harris callcd Colonel Muirhead in Saigon; this time
Harris told him that they had to find another way.

Muirhead agreed with Boli's decision and Harris' recommendations to terminate
the rescue attempts by helicopter. He then notified his superiors that "all
reasonable actions had becn accomplished,” and that the area was just too
dangerous for a hclicopter pickup.

In their hiding places near Cam Lo, the two survivors had been witncsses to
Jolly Green's downing. Lieutenant Clark later reealled that there had been so
much firing going on that he could not distinguish who was firing at whom. But
as the Jolly Green passed over him heading south, he could tell that it was not
gaining altitude. When he heard it crash, Clark was devastated. His immediate
thought was: "1 really cocked this up. Six more guys dying becausc I f----d up."”
And then the realization sct in that he was not going to be pickcd up that day.
Clark felt desperately lonely.

Colonel Hambleton--Bat 2| Bravo--cried for the six brave men who had lost
their lives lost trying to save his own. Although he was tired, hungry and
demoralized, the 53-ycar-old navigator resolved then and there, "Hell, I'm going
io get out of this, regardless.”

Hamblcton and Clark did get out. But not by helicopter. No more of the
vulnerable choppers would be sent in, Instead, a small ground team was
dispatched commanded by U.S. Marine Lt. Col. Andy Anderson and led by
Navy SEAL Lieutenant Tom Norris. Within a week, the team would infiltrate
behind enemy lines to rescue the two downed flyers. It was a risky and
dangerous mission, but it got done. The two lucky fliers returncd home as
heroes.

Nothing could be done, however, for the brave crew of Jolly Green 67. They
werc lost forever, part of the larger cost of the war. It would be 22 years before
their remains would be found and returned to the United States.

Now a captain for Delta Airlines, Air Force Colonel Darrell D. Whilcomb
logged 1,875 combat hours as a cargo pilot and FAC during the Vietnam War.
Suggestions for further reading: The Rescue of Bat 21, by Darrell D.
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Whitcomb (forthcoming); BAT-21, by William C. Anderson,; and "SEALS
Shadowy Rescue,” by Dale Andrade, Vietnam Magazine, December [ 990,

[ Top ][ Cover Page ]
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Jolly Green 67 Memorial Page

Shot down on
6 April 1972
near Cam Lo, South Vietnam
Attempting the Rescue of Bat-21 Bravo and Nail 38 Bravo

Capt. Peter H. Chapman, Pilot; Buried on 1 Nov 1997 near Lock, Ohio

Ist Lt. John H. Call, 111, Co-Pilot; Buried 19 Nov 1997, Arlington National Cemetery

Teeh. Sgt. Roy D. Prater, Flight Engineer; Buried 19 Nov 1997, Arlington National
Cemetery

Sergeant Williain R. Pearson, Pararescueman; Buried 1 Nov 1997 in New

Hampshire

Tech. Sgt. Allen J. Avery, Pararescueman; Buried 19 Nov 1997, Arlington National
Cemetery

Don Call's Tribute to his brother John.

PJ John Rathff's Tribulc to Al Avery and Jolly Green 67
The Homecoming
The USAF announced on October 2,1997 their remains had been returned to American
Read a brief narrative of the Bat 2 15?1:2-5510“ by Darrel Whitcomb, Nail 25
Thc crew of Jolly Green 67 was buried with full military honors in Arlington National
Cemctery

on Nov 19, 1997. Hcere 1s the AF News Service article on the ceremony.

More pictures from the services.

http:/Jollygreen.org/JollyGreen67/JollyGreend 7. htm 3/13/99
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Also read Don Morse's, Sandy 5, article on the Services.
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Tribute to Al Avery

A Tribute to Al Avery
. .

I was walking the halls of the College Inn
When above the normal din
I heard the ainnouncer say

That a helicopter had been shot down today.

I {earned shortiy therealter that Al Avery was one of the crews.

But no one would attend to the news,
Fov the students it didn't matter
That we had Jost an airerew, and on they'd chatter.
But I had smelt
The air after a rocket attack and felt
The anguish of flesh torn asunder
In answer to the rocket's thunder.
Those students didn't comprehend
That we had lost friends:

True patriots who give
"That Others May Live.”

I had seen Al at another ethos

http:/iwww.sorcom.com/~searat/ Tribute.htm!
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Tribute to Al Avery

After a rescue from Laos.
THie tension in Al's ace
Slrows the intensity he bore in that place,
Aland the crew of Jolly 67
W et on April 6. 1972 into heaven!
They tound that day their destiny,
And went to therr place in history,
The heroes they became,
Were not recognized, and the blame
Is an American public
Which had grown apathetic.
And now, at fast. they are buried
At Arlington Nattonal Cemetery, and are carried
Lu the highest esteem by the nation,
For thie effeets of their dedication.
For Aland the crew
Iave again shown us what to do.
How the dedication to duty
Can lead into unity.
I was going to send flowers
But they wilt away in hours.
A paem, however, with words witl Fast

For future generations (o tearn from the past,

hitp://www.sorcom.com/~scarat/ Tribute. htm]
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AL I bid vou adicu.

This nation sometimes hasn't a clue
Ot the sacrifice it takes for us to live
So that others may learn how to give.

It is raining as [ pen these lines.
New storms are hrewing in our times.

Let us hope future generations

Learn what it takes to Hve in peace among nations--
AND WE MAKE WAR NO MORE.
John €. Ratlitf

November 19, 1097

Al Avery and the crew of Jolly 67 were buried on Novembher 19, 1997 after having
been tost on the reseue mission for BAT 21, They remained missing until recentiy,
when several teams went into Vietnam to recover their remains, It took some time to
identify (hen and the crew was haried with over 100 watching. Unfortunateiv. on
the very day of their burial, another "event” overshadowed their internment--a
political controversy ahout who should be buried in Arlington, H seemed that there
would he no real remembrance of their service. This is posted to honor this erew.,
who continued the Acrospace Rescue and Recavery Service's tradition of sacrifice.

"THESE TIHNGS WE DOCTHAT OTHERS MAY LIVE"
The crews from the 37th ARRSq won the Presidential Unit Citation, Outstanding

Unit Citation, and had over 613 "saves."” or lives saved from its crews efforts. Al
Avery had several of those saves eredited to him.
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W ehmaster, John O, Ratlift
www.sorconteom/~searat/Tribute.htinl
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1997 John €, Raclifts Al Rights Reserved
Created. December 29, 1997

Return to Home Page
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The Homecoming

The Homecoming
By
Ruth Spitler

A man of honor, fine and brave
Left home and loves behind
To rescue those across the world
Beyond the battle line.

The duels of men are deadly:.
He that saves was lost.
No win could come from bloodied soil
At such a mighty cost.

So many years have gone awry.
Cruel walls and angry men
Have left him on the other side.
At last, he’s here again.

Solemn cadence, march and drum
Guide him on his way
To his final resting place
Of honor on this day.

Beneath the lawns of Arlington
Our hero’s come to rest.
To lay 1 God’s own slumber
Among the very best.

Soft breezes whisper o’er him.
Cool rains mist on his tomb.
He sleeps in peaceful silence.

The rescuer is home.

http://jollygreen.org/JollyGreen67/homecoming.htm

Page | of |

3/13/99




Servicemen'’s remains return home Page | of |

gkorce News

News Service

Servicemen's remains return home

Released: Oct 3, 1997

WASHINGTON (AFNS) -- The remains of seven American servicemen previously unaccounted for
from Southeast Asia have been identified and were returned to their families for burial in the United
States,

They are 1dentified as Capt. Peter H. Chapman, Centerburg, Ohio; 1st Lt. John H. Call 111, Potomac,
Md.; Tech. Sgt. Allen J. Avery, Auburn, Mass.; Tech. Sgt. Roy D. Prater, Tiffin, Ohio; and Sgt.
William R. Pcarson, Wcbster, N.H., all Air Force personnel, The names of onc airman and onc Army
aviator will not be released at the request of their families.

On April 6, 1972, Chapman, Call, Avcry, Prater, and Pcarson werce flying an H-53C Super Jolly
helicopter on a search-and-rescue mission over Quang Tri, South Victnam, While trying to cvade
enemy ground [ire, Chapman, the pilot, flew the helicopter to an altitude of 200 feet. The helicopter
then crashed into the ground and burst into flames. Other aireraft in the arca did not sec anyone exit
the aircraft belore impact.

In 1989, 1992 and 1994, joint U.S.-Vietnamcesc tcams investigated and cxcavated a crash site in
Quang Tri Province. During the 1992 investigation of this incident, a local villager reported finding
remains and burying them in his garden. U.S. investigators excavated the garden and recovered
possible human remains.

In 1994, a jomt team found many bonce fragments, personal cffecets and aireralt wreckage. The
remains were repatriated to the United States. Mitochondrial DNA testing was used to confirm the
identifications.

With the identilication of these seven servicemen, 2,109 Americans remain unaccounted-for from the
Vietnam War.

"The U.S. government weleomes and appreciates the cooperation of the government of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam which resulted in the accounting of these servicemen,” said a Defensc

Department spokesman. "We hope that such coopcration will bring increased results in the future.
Achicving the fullest possible accounting lor these Americans is of the highest national priority."
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The Flight of Jolly Green 67

Jolly Green 67 was an HH-53 long range rescuc helicopter assigned to the 37th
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron (ARRS) at Da Nang Airbase, South Vietnam.
It was downed by enemy ground fire on 6 April, 1972, while attempting to rescuc two
American airmen who had been shot down and were hiding behind enecmy lines.

This was one of the key events in what would become the largest rescue operation of that
war, the rescue of Bat 21. Bat 21 was an EB-66 electronic jamming and reconnaissance
arrcraft. On 2 April, it was hit and destroyed by a North Vietnamese surface to air missile
as it and another EB-66, Bat 22, escorted three B-52s as they bombed advancing North
Vietnamese units invading South Vietnam at the beginning of what has come to be known
as the Easter Offensive .

Only one crewmember, Lt Col Iceal Gene Hambleton was able to eject from his

stricken aircraft. His personal call sign for the rescue operation was Bat 21 Bravo.
Immediately, US Army helicopters tried to rescue Lt Col Hambleton. But the North
Vietnamese guns drove them off and downed one - a UH1 Huey |, call sign Blueghost

39. Three of its crewmembers were killed and one was captured. The captured soldier was
released by the North Vietnamese a year later. The bodies of the other three were
eventually recovered and buried in Arlington National ccmetery in April, 1994,

The next day, Jolly Greens from the 37th ARRS made two attenipts to pick up Bat 21
Bravo. Both times, they were driven off with heavy damage to their aircraft. Additionally,
an OV-10, call sign Nail 38, was hit and downed by an enemy missile. Its pilot Capt Bill
Henderson, was captured. Its navigator, 1Lt Mark Clark, call sign Nail 38 Bravo, was able
to hide and await rescuc like Lt Col Hambleton.

For two more days, rescue forces fought the weather and the enemy forces to try to rescue
the two airmen. They could not get in. Instead, hundreds of airstrikes were put in to beat
down the enemy gunners.

But the 6th of April, dawned bright and clear. So, after 42 more airstrikes were putin, a
rescue force of four HH-53s and six escorting A-1 Sandy  aircraft launched to make
another attempt to recover the two evading Americans. They were assisted by several
forward air controllers in O-2s and OV-10s and numerous other support aircraft,

Jolly Green 67 was designated to make the rescue attempt. But as it came to a hover over
Bat 21 Bravo, it was raked by hcavy enemy fire. The escorting Sandy A-1s tried to
engage the enemy guns. But they could not get them all.

And they could see what the ground fire was doing to the helicopter. So several shouted
for the crew to fly out of the area. The crew of Jolly Green 67 aborted the rescue attempt
and tried to maneuver their stricken aircraft to safety. But the enemy fire continued and so

http:/fjollygreen.org/Stories/JG67.htm 3/13/99
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damaged the craft that it erashed int a huge fireball a few kilometers south of the
survivors. The fire was intense and lasted several days. There were never any indications
of survivors.

The Sandy pilots were shocked by the turn of events. The other helicopters were ready to
move into the arca and make another attempt. But Sandy 01, the leader of the taskforee
was not willing to risk another aircraft. He aborted the mission. It was just too dangerous.

The next day, another OV-10 supporting the rescue, call sign Covey 282, was shot down
in the same area. The pilot, 1Lt Bruce Walker, call sign Covey 282 Alpha, was on the
ground and cvading like the two carlier airmen. His crewman, US Marine 1Lt Larry Potts,
was never heard from. With this news, General Abrams, the overall US commander in
Saigon directed that there would be no more helicopter rescue cfforts for the now three
downed flyers. Instcad, a ground team was formed to attempt to infiltrate through enemy
lines and pick them up. It was planned and directed by US Marine Lt Col Andy
Anderson, and lead by US Navy SEAL LT Tom Norris. From 10 through 12 April, the
team operated through encmy lines and rescued 1Lt Clark and Lt Col Hambleton. They
also intended to rescue 1Lt Walker. But on the 18th, he was discovered by Viet Cong
troops and killed. The rescues were over. Later, Lt Tom Norris would get the Medal of
Honor for the mission.

This was the largest sustained rescue operation of the war. Over 800 airstrikes, to include
B-52s, were put in in direct support. Numerous helicopters, A-1s and forward air
controller aircraft were shot down or damaged. A total of eleven men were killed. But it
was all donc in the best traditions of the rescue forces. Their motto was: That Others May
Live . During the war, they rescued 3,883 downed American or allied airmen, sailors,
marines and soldiers and made it possible for them to return home.

And finally, we welcome you home, Jolly Green, and salute you proudly for a job well
done.

Darrel Whitcomb
Author - The Rescue of Bat 21
To be published, Spring, 1998 by the Naval Institute Press.
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News Service

Arlington funeral honors crew of Jolly Green 67

Released; Nov 20, 1997

Membem ofthc U S. Air Force Honor Guard carry the remains of one of six U.S. Air Force
servicemen to his final resting place at Arlington National Cemetery. The six airmen, part of the
famed Bat-21 rescue attempt in South Vietnam, were buried in the cemetery Nov. 19. Twenty-five
years ago, the airmen were performing a search-and-rescue mission over Quang Tri, when their
Sikorsky HH-53 Helicopter -- call sign Jolly Green 67 -- was hit by enemy fire and crashed. (Photo
by Statf Sgt. Angela Stafford)

The repdtrratcd remains of six airmen who were part of the famed Bat-21 rescue attemipt in South
Victnam, were buried Nov. 19 in Arlington National Cemetery. Capts. John H. Call HI and Peter H.
Chapman II, Tech. Sgts. Jantes H. Alley, Allen J. Avery and Roy D, Prater, and Sgt. William R,
Pearson werc performing a scarch-and-rescue mission April 6, 1972, over Quang Tri, South Victnam,
when their Sikorsky HH-53 Helicopter -- call sign Jolly Green 67 -- was hit by enemy firc and
crashed. The erew of Jolly Green 67 was part of an ultimately successful effort to rescuc downed
airmen Lt. Col. 1ceal Hambleton and st Lt. Mark Clark. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Angela Stafford)

http://jollygreen.org/JollyGreen67/m 19971120 971474 . htm 3/13/99
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Assistant Vice Chicf of Staff Lt. Gen David L. Vesely, presents a flag to Greta Call, the mother of
Capt. John . Call I1I. Captain Call and five other airman lost their lives while flying in support af

the tamed Bat-21 rescue attempt in South Victnam. The airman were buried Nov. 19 in Arlington
National Cemetery. The six airmen were performing a search-and-rescue mission April 6, 1972, over
Quang Tri, when their Sikorsky HH-53 Helicopter -- call sign -- Jolly Green 67 -- was hit by enemy
fire and crashed. The crew of Jolly Green 67 was part of an ultimately successful effort to rescue
downed airmen Lt. Col. Iceal Hambleton and Ist Lt. Mark Clark. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Angcla
Stafford)

A pararescueman placed this Jolly Green sticker on the casket of one of the repatriated remains of the
Jolly Green 67 crew that went down in the famed Bat-21 rescue attempt. The airmen were buried
Nov. 19 in Arlington National Cemetery. Capts. John H. Call H1 and Peter H. Chapman 11, Tech.
Sgts. James H. Allcy, Allen J. Avery and Roy D. Prater, and Sgt. William R. Pearson were
performing a search-and-rescue mission April 6, 1972, over Quang Tri, when their Sikorsky HI1-53
Helicopter -~ call sign Jolly Green 67 -- was hit by enemy fire and crashed. The crew of Jolly Green
67 was part of an ultimatcly successful effort to rescue downed atrmen Lt. Cal. Iceal Hambleton and
Ist Lt. Mark Clark. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Angela Stafford)

by Staff Sgt. Michael Dorsey
Air Force News Service

ARLINGTON, Va. -- Twenty-five years alter the longest search-and-rescuc mission in Air Force
history, two pararescucmen, a mechanic, photographer, pilot and co-pilot, were remembered Nov. 19

for giving thetr lives trying to save others.

Six crewmen from Jolly Green 67, Capts. John Call I1I and Peter Chapman 11, Tech. Sgts. Alien J.
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Avery, James Alley and Roy D. Prater, and Sgt. William R. Pearson, were honored at Arlington
National Cemetery. Their remains were recently returned home from their fatal attempt to rescue a
downed navigator in Vietnam; their helicopter crashed after being hit by enemy fire.

The objcct of their rescue attempt was Lt. Col. Ieecal Hambleton, whosc call sign was Bat-21. I¢ was
flying aboard an EB-66 Icading a B-52 bomber strike when his aireraft was struck by a surface-to-air
missile. The only onc to eject safely, Hambleton landed near a highway junction on a Communist
supply route.

Intelligence sources reported 30,000 enemy troops in the arca. On the fourth day of search-and-
rescue operations, Jolly Green 67 went down. All aboard were lost,

Air Foree, Army and Navy teams continued fighting for the next seven days to retrieve Hambleton
before he was saved.

A quarter century later, the funcral service for the Jolly Green 67 crew began with a fly-over by two
MH-53T1 Pave Low I helicopters from Hurlburt Ficld, Fla. The Air Force Honor Guard and Air
Force Band from Bolling Air Foree Base, D.(C., also helped commemorate the cvent.

Among the mass of people at Arlington paying respects to the helicopter crew were red berct-
wearing pararescuemen who honored their fallen comrades. The veterans also represented
pararescuers who served 1 Southcast Asia and rescued more than 3,800 servicemembers during the
War.

Among those who could not attend the funeral was Bat-21 himself; however, the 78-year-old
Hamblcton wrote about how much he appreciated the sacrifice of the Jolly Green 67 crew. Dan
Manion, one of many pararescuemen who helped search for Hambleton, read the letter.

"This is a crew of real heroes,” Manion said. "They were doing what they had been trained to do.
They deserve all the accolades that we, the living, ean bestow upon them. Again, [ thank them, |
honor them, and I will always hold great faith in my heart with them.”

Col. Mark Clark was a first lieutenant at the time of the Bat-21 scarch, and was the first to go in
trying to extract Hambleton. But Clark's OV-10 was shot down, and he became part of the Bat-21
rescue. He, too, was saved. He attended the Arlington ceremony and addressed the Jolly Green 67
family members.

"Each of you played a distinct role and forming the character of these men who so willingly paid a
very dear price to help me get out of the jungles of Vietnam," he said. "You have my deepest
sympathy -- you and these six brave men."
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I'had un opportunity to visit with the families of the ¢rew of Jolly Green 67 on Tuesday 18
November. There must have been 50 family members and relatives of Captain Peter Chapman,
Aircraft Commander; First Lieutenant John Call II1, Copilot; Technical Sergeant Roy Prater, Flhight
Mechanic; Technical Sergeant Allen Avery, Pararescueman; Sergeant William Pearson,
Pararescueman; Sergeant James Alley, Photographerl. Darrel Whitcom (Nail 25) is the "historian"
who is telling the Bat 21 story the way it should be (book due out this spring). Mark Clark Nail 38
was there as was the Niece of Iecal Hambelton (Bat 21). For over 2 hours the family listened to those
of us who had been there tell the whole Bat21 story from Blue Ghost 39 1o Covey 225. Charts
graphs, even photographs were used. I don't think there has ever been such a gathering nor is there
likely to be one again. There were a few misty cyces from thase narrating. Jay Crowe, Jolly pitat
(USCG exchange) of an carlier attempt at picking up Bat 21 told the hartowing story of that attempt
and his crash landing.

I'spoke 1o the first night, Easter Sunday 2 April 72, "ground fire like the fourth of July", my flaming
egress after being hit by a 57mm AAA, and subsequent gear up landing. 1 also spoke to the attempt to
get Bat 21 and Nail 38 on the 6th of April. I was the Sandy esearting and trying to protect Jolly
Green 67. The room was quiet, the attention intense as I described the ingress, the graund fire hitting
Jolly 67 and the subsequent fircball and crash. Being the one to escort and protect the Jolly Green, |
thought there may be some who would scek to take out their pain on me. On the contrary, a very
sweet elderly fady, hugged me, thanking me, and saying she knew we had all done our duty the best
way possible. Over the next day each of the families personally thanked me and stated how brave
they thought all who had bheen involved were, On Wed, 19 November 97, God decided to make it a
clear crisp day with beautiful bluc skies. About 300 people begin to gather at Arlington's
administrative building, The ceremony of honor for the crewmembers of Jolly Green 67 at Arlington
National Cemetery began at { F:00. These six brave men were members of the 37th Acrospace
Rescue and Recovery Squadron during the spring of 1972, Six men finally coming home 25 years
after their deaths in Victnam, They dicd living their unit motto, "That Others May Live ". In
attendance were many of us gray haired veterans and about 250 young PJ's and voung officers paying
their respects to 6 very brave men,

The ceremony was flawless. We were driven by bus to the waiting caisson and Honor guard for the
procession to Pershing Drive and the gravesite, The casket was transferred to the caisson drawn by 6
horses (3 of which were riderless). The honor guard colors and band marched off smartly to the
strains of the Air Force song "Off we go..." teried! A fone airman followed the honor guard carrying
the POW/MIA flag. Behind him the family and the rest of us fall-in walking to the gravesite.
stepping carcfully around the horse droppings.

While the palibearers lift the Colors from the casket, holding the flag taught, you could feel. then
hear, and finally see two dark FE- 53) PAVE LOW helicopters charge over the hillside at tree-top
tevel. All too soon they passed overhead, that sound and sight so many of us knew would be there it
we needed them. The Tead aireraft trailed a wisp of green smoke out the aft hateh.

‘Fhe speakers ut the graveside were brief and eloquent, quoting in part from Lincoln's Gettisburg
Address. Apropos, yet causing me to well in anger at news reports of Clinton selling plots in
Arlington. I don't normally get political, yet I am deeply pained that heroes [ knew and flew with
would be sharing hallowed ground with political contributors.

"This is Sandyv 5 on guard... ANl SAR forces egress and return to base.
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H

Jollyv Green 67 is home safe...
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