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Avery, James Alley and Roy D. Prater; and Sgt. William R. Pearson, wer¢ honored a Arlington
National Cemetery. Their remiains were recently returned hone from thei Latal attemipt to rescue a
downed navigator in Vietnam: their helicopter erashed atter being hit by envimy tive:

The objectof their rescue attempt was Lt Col. lecal Hambleton, wheose call sign was Bat-21 e was
Mying abourd an EB-66 leading a B-52 bowmber strike when his aireralt wis struck by a surface-o-air
mussile. The'anly ane to ejeet salély, Hambleton landed near a highway junection on a Communist
supply route.

Intelhgence sources reported 30.000 enemy treops in the arca. On the fourth day of scarch-and-
rescue operations, Jolly Green 67 went down, All aboard wisre lost,

Air Force, Armyand Navy teams continued fighting for the next seven days to reirieve Hambleton
belore he was saved.

A quarter century later, the funeral service for the Jolly Green 67 crew began with a fly-over by two
MH-53] Pave Low T helicopters (rom Hurlbwt Field, Fla. The Air Force Honor Guard and Air

Furce Band from Bolling A Force Base, DuC, also helped commemorate the event.

Among the mass of people at Arlington paying respects o the helicopter crew were red beret-
wearing pararescuemen who henored their fallen comrades. The veterans also represented
pararescuers who served in Southeast Asia and rescued more than 2,800 servicemermbers during the
war.

Amoeng those who could niot atend the funcral was Bat-21 himseif; howeyver, the 78 year-old
Hambleton wrote about how much he appreciated the saenfice of the Jolly Green 67 crew. Dan
Manion, one of many pararescuemen who helped search for Hambleton. read the letter,

"This is a crew of real heroes,” Manion said. "They were doing what they had been trained wo do.
They descrve all the accolades that we, the living, can bestow upon them. Again. ['thank them. |
honor them, and | will always hold great faith immy heart with theny."

Col. Mark Clark was a first licutenant at the time of the Bat-21 search. and was the first ta 20in
trying to extract Hambleton. But Clark's OV-10 was shat down, and he begame part of the Bat-21
rescue, He. oo, was saved. He attended the Arlington ceremony and addressed the Jolly Green 67
family members.

“Each of you played a distinet role and formmg the character of these men whe so willingly-paid a

very dear price to help me get out of the Jungles of Vietram.™ he sard. "You have my deepest
sympathy - vou and these six hrave men.”

£
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Marsel G67 Page T of 2

| fdd an eppoenmov oy sitwird the amihes ol theerew af Jolly Cireen a7 ou Luesday 1%
November There must haye been SO famaly members and relatives of Captam Peter Chapman,
Aiceralt Commander: First Licutenant John Call UL Copuot; Techwes! Sevecant Roy Prater, Flight
Meghanic; Technical Sergeant Allen Avery. Pararescucman) Sergeant William Peurson.
Paravescucuan: Sergeant lumes Alley, Photowraphert, Darrel Whitcom {Naii 25) is the "histonan”
who s telhng the Bat 21 story the way it should be tbook duc out this spring). Mark Clark Nail 38
wis there as was the Niece of feeal Hdmb fton {Bat 21y For over 2 hours the family listened 1o hose
of us who had been there well thewhole Bai2 | story from Blue Ghost 3919 ¢ mcx 125 L hdrt‘»
ardphs. cvtn photographs were used. Tdon™ think there hias ever been such a gatiieting nor is'there
likelv to be oneagain, There were a few misty eves frem thuse narrating. Jay Crowe: lolly pilal
(SO enehange) of an cartier attempt @t pieking up Bt 2] teld the & ATOW g xlur\. al that aucempt
and his ¢rash landing.

£

I spoke o the first might. Easter Sunday 2 Apn! 72, "ground fire hike the fotcthoof July™. my flamg
cgress after bemg hit by a 37mm AAA, and Rub'"cr';ucn-l gear up landmg. | élso spoke w the attempt o
set Bat 21 and Nal 38 on the 6th of Apnil | way the Sandy escorting and trving 1o protect Jolly
Green 67. The room way guict, the attention intense as [ described the ingress. the ground fire hitting
Jolty 67 and the subsequent firebal! and crash. Bemg the vne w gscent and protect the Jolly Green, |
theught there may be some who would seek o take ous their pain on me. On the contrary, a very
sweet elderly lady, hugeed me, thanking me, and suyIng shoknew we had all done our duty the best
way possibie. Over the next duy gach of the Gamilies personally thunked me and stated how brave
they thought all who had been involved were: O Wed, 19 November 97, God decided tomake it a
clear orisp day with beauntul blue skies, About 300 people begin to gather at Arlington's
administrative building, The ceremony of honor {or the crewmembers of lully Green 67 at Arbington
Natonal Cemetery began at 11:00. These six brave € men wers members of the 37th Acrospace
Rescue and Recavery Squadvon during the spring of 1972, Six men fimally coming :wn"uv 35veats
after their deaths in Vietnam, They died iving their unit matm. That Others May Live ™ In
attendance woremany of us gray hared veterans and abau 250 voung PI's and voung officers payig
their respeets to 6 very brave men,

The cerdmony was (lawless, We wero driven by bus (o the wanting caissan aidd Honor guard Tor the
procession (o Pershing Drive and the gravesite, The casket was transferred 1o the caisson drawn by 6
liorses (3 of which were nderlessy | Iu, ‘mnm guard colors and band marchec off staetly 1o the
strains of the Awr Foree song "Off we go.. " Leried! A lone airman followed the honor guard carrying
the POW/MIA flag, Behind him the IJmli\ and the rest of us fall-m walking to the gravesite,
stepping curctuily around the harse droppings.

While the pallbearces Lt ihe Colors from the casket. holding the flag taught, you could feel. then
hear: and fnally see lwo dark FLH- 331 PAVE LOW helicopters charge over the llside av mree-top
level Al oo soon they passed overhiead. that sound and sight s6 nany of us knew would be there !
we necded thetn, The lead gireralt trailed awasp of green smvke out the aft batch

The speakers at the praveswle were bniet and eloquent, quating in part from Lincoln's Gettishurg
Address. Apropos. yet causing me o well ivanger at news reports of Clinton selling plots in
Arlington. T don't normatly get polineal, vet Lam deeply patned that hierées | knew and few with

would be shanng hallowed ground with political contributors.

“Thisis Sawdy 5 on guarvd. . AT SAR forees egressand vetwrn o bave
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The Humecomig Page T of |

The Homecoming
By
Ruth Spitler

A man of honor, fine and brave
Left home and [oves behind
To rescue those across the world
Beyond the battle line.

The duels of men are deadly.
He that saves was lost.
No win could come from bloodied soil
At such a mighty cost.

So many vears have gone awry,
Cruel walls and angry men
Have left him on the other side.
At last. he's here again.

Solemn cadence. march and drum
Guide him on his way
To his final resting place
Of honor on this day.

Beneath the lawns of Arlington
Our hero’s come to rest.
To lay in God’s own slumber
Among the very best.

Soft breezes whisper o’er him.
Cool rains mist on his tomb.
He sleeps in peaceful silence,

The rescuer is home.

hitp:fjollvgreen.org JollvGreent 7 homecoming hun 31399
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H.R. (Rangdy) Pickelsimer
126 $im Torence Lane
Gastonia, NC 28052
T04-866-7735
Email rpick_pi@jinno.com
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USAFSO Helicopter Helps

Flood-Stricken Costa

Jcans

Albrook A¥B - Ciose rasperation between the Civil Guacd of Costa Rica and personnel of the UG A Forves
Southera Command was instrumental o Lhe movement of 218 Costa Rican civiiians Prom fooded areid of Limon

Provipes; Costa Rica, over last weskend,

r'heavy rains started I}ﬁodm;; the Caritibean coastal gred of Costi Ricd Friday marting, 4 redquost wis

maste to'the United States Embassy in 8antose by the Costa Riean Government for help HEMOVINE approyimate

¥ 40 marvened paaple.

Bad weather greeted the CH-3 "Big Charlie” beficapter thal was dispatehed to PBoseto Limon by the LSAPSH
Rescur Concdination Conter 2841b cok The helicopter, piloted by Capt. John B Sulire aad Castl i_lf_u{r_izi E. Evall,
Zdthe Special Opesativns Squudien, enchuntersd strony headwinds in the two and ane: it hewr [hgh: Pros AL
hoonk Lo Fiterto Tamon, Upenarrival st the Covta Bica cosstal Wwn, the pigway was uonder waler and thive wasa

T
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frwae o Ll Adr Foeeew Southers Conmand G135 "By Chartie” helicopier
At Bierto Bimten, Ea Rich. The Belicopter was in Cogta Bics b help move
villagers from their homes Beeayse of Mood watars

-2y appendicitis attack

Hitas visibility coiling,

Landling oniligher grourd off the
runway, the helicapter créw wis
drevtad by Adfonso Sale governor

| s i
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The| hellvopler pilot describied
the aria they were flvng in as rver
walleys surrounded by mountdins
Al e lowtands were Dooded and
they had o folibw thie fivers o

lanyd Trom the coast

The water was so high It covered
a railpead that ran parsllel w the
river- |Aecording to Capt, Lyall, Lhe
wé;&;:lwa_s kigh enough thal there

&

antinued on Page 2
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A Tribute to Al Avery

I was walking the halls of thie College Inn
Whea above the normal din
I heard the amnouncer san
Phaea hickicoptar had been shot down tod .
learned shovtdy thereatter that Al Avery was one of the erews.
But no one would attend to the news,
For the studenty it dida't matter
Thatwe had lost an airerew. and an they'd chatter.
But I had smeli
The aiv after a rocket attack and 1elt
Fhe angaish of lesh torn asunder
Inasswer to the rocket's thunder,
I hose students didn' comprehend
Fhat we bhad lost friends:
True patriots who give
“That Others May Five"
I had seen Al at another ¢thos

attp www, sorcomucom: =searats Tribute. hitm! 3139



Tribule to Al Avery Page I ol

\Mter a reseae from Laos,
I he tension in Al Face
Shows the inteasity he bore in that place.
A and the erew of Jolly 67
Went on April 6. 1972 into heaven!
Fhey tound that day their deseiny.
Aid went to their place in history.,
The heroes they beeame.
Were mat recognized, and the blame
Is an Amcrican public
Which had grown apathetic.
And now, adkast they are huried
A Arhngton National Cemeterycand are carried
In the highest esteem by the nation,
For the effeces of their dedication.
For Aland the erew
Lhay ¢ again shown us what to de.
How the dedication te duty
Can lead into unity.
I was going (o send Towers
But they wilt away in hours.
\ pocim. however, with words will Last

Por future generations to learn from the pase.

Hipl Awww sorcom.com/~scarat Tribute html 31
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- Trikute to Al Aveny Page 3 af 4

AL L bid vou adicu.

Phis mation sometimes hasn'ta olue
Ot the saerifice it takes for us to live
So that others may learn how to give.

Lt raining as [ pen these lines,
New storms are hrewing in our times.

L.¢t us hope future gencrations

Learn what it takes to live in peace among nations--
AND WE MAKE WARNONMORI.
Johm O, Ratliff

November 149, 1997

MoAvery and the erew ot Jolly 67 were buried on November 19, 1997 after haying
been tost on the rescue mission for BAT 21, They remained nrissing until recently.
when several tems went into Vietnanm to recoyer their remains, I took seme time 1o
identity them, and the evew was buried with over HOO watehing. Unfortunately. on
the very day of their burial, another "event' overshadowed their internment--a
political contraversy about who should be buried in Arlingron. It seenied that there
would he no real rememhrancee of their service. This is posted o honor this crew.
who continued the Nerospace Reseoneand Recovers Seryice's tradition of sacrifice.

CTHESE TINNGS WE DOCTHAT OTHERS MAY LIVE,"™
The erews from the 37th ARRSq won the Presidential Unit Citation, Outstanding

Unit Citation, and had over 613 "saves.” or lives saved Tron its crews elforts. Al
Avery had several of those saves credited to him.

hitp: owwew sorcont.cone—scarat, Tribute huml 1399
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+ Jolly Green 67 Page 1 of 2

P

Jolly Green 67 Memorial Page
Shot down on
6 April 1972
near Cam Lo, South Vietnam
Attempting the Rescue of Bat-21 Bravo and Nail 38 Bravo

Capt. Peter H. Chapman, Pilot; Buried on 1 Nov 1997 near Lock, Ohio

Ist Lt. John H. Call, III, Co-Pilot; Buried 19 Nov 1997, Arlington National Cemetery

Tech. Sgt. Roy D. Prater, Flight Engineer; Buried 19 Nov 1997, Arlington National
Cemetery

Sergeant William R. Pearson, Pararescueman; Buried 1 Nov 1997 in New

Hampshire

Tech. Sgt. Allen J. Avery, Pararescueman; Buried 19 Nov 1997, Arlington National
Cemetery

Don Call's Tribute to his brother John.

PJ John Ratliff's Tribute to Al Avery and Jolly Green 67
The Homecoming
The USAF announced on October 2,1997 thp‘ir remains had been returned to American
Read a brief narrative of the Bat 21_5?1111_._s§_i0n by Darrel Whitcomb, Nail 25
The crew of Jolly Green 67 was buried with full military honors in Arlington National
Cemetery

on Nov 19, 1997. Here is the AF News Service article on the ceremony,

More pictures from the services.

http://jollygreen.org/TollyGreen67/JollyGreené7.htm 3/13/99



" 37th ARRS 1972 Yearbook

NEXT

A7th ARRS
Yemorial Jervics

South ilawnger, DaNang Airfield
Repuvlic of Vietnanm

12 April 1972 1530 Hours

ORDER OF SERVICE

Preseatstion of Jolors Golor Gnoxd
Hrn Hew Grest Fhou artH
InTooation Chmplain Thosss F. Keans
Resuonsive Beeding "My Soul Is Thirating"
Hymm “Tne Strife 1s O'er, The Battle Done®
Seripture Reading TSgt Raymond Gore
Tribute 1t Colonel 4Willi=m Harris
Eynn "The Air Force (lymn"
Benediction Chaplain Thomas F, Keane

®

* FLEASLE STAND

E S S S I R I S e e e R B S SR R S e ol S
YRIBUTE
————— TR

We, men of the 37th Aeraspace Rescue and Recovery
dquadron and friends, sre here o pay honor to our
fellow comrades:

TSgt Allen J. Avery

1Lt Jehn H, Call III

Capt Peter H, Chspman I1
S8gt William R. Pearson
T8zt Roy D, Prater

Sgt James Alley {4Oth ARRS)

HACK INDEX

file:/G:\m6.html
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" 37th ARRS 1972 Yearbook Page L of |

Sust Petar ¥, Chepmyn 11

Snpt Pster ¥, Chapman II ~ Alrcrefi Commonder - Qilled
i sctien & april 1972, Viotnem. CGCept Chapman was bern
et 26 fucust 1940 4n Centerburg, Chio, where ne wes raised
ard aduested. FHe entarad the Air Feree in the carly 1460'a
and gemploled nevipater training. Scon after, Sapt Chupman
prtared p*‘ﬁt tryiring ard reaiaved his wings in IQu*. fie
Stow the VA% line :nd 5-141's wntil ha trersitlenss fnle
Helisenters., This wes Sapt Cherments Mrot toupy Lo 524,
2 ig survived by hiz parents, Mr end Mro Ffetsr K. Qhepmen;
Route #2, Canlebury, Chfo, 43CIN.

1Lt Jean i, Call

LLt Jehn H. Cell « Jopilot - Killsd ip sctler & april
1972, Viabneme Lt Call was hopn on § Macruwry 1547 in
wussington, b. 3. Fe was Peized ln Silver Springs, ¥,
and predunted Irea the Uniwersity of Parylerd in 1365,
La enterad tha sir Ferce in 1970 and went thrcugh the

At

arag waticdcizy Lriiang program ob #. waltarz end Fl.
iscar.  Thie vwos Lt Sell's first wour im 534+ Eo is

i

survived by ais paranis, Mroend Wrg Joan A, Sell, 5
Greanlang QWAxt Fotens, Narylind, 20804,

Seh Jemes Alley

Sph Jewes Rlley ~ Jombat hotcegrapher - Killed im action
5 April 1972, Viatnem. Sgt allsy wes borh cn 18 Sept-
Amper 1949. His homne is at Plentation, Flcridu and his
last assignmert was at Vandenburg AFB, California. S¢t
&llsy errived in SEA durirg April 127! znd hes been on
flying status since he arrived. He hea [lown rescua
migaiong with the Jolly Greons and wes here to replase
ancsher sergesnt who was slightly weunded by shreptel.
Sgt Alley had beor stutioned at Ubon Alrfield, hailand
with the 40th ARRS and wa9 &t DaMang on TDY. Hs is
survived by his parents urd cne sister.

NEXT BACK INPEX
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I8¢t Allan J. Avary

I8¢t Allen J. Avery -~ Parersscusizn - filled irn eotion
& april 1972, Vietram., T3zt Avery was Lorn on 22 Feb~
ruary 1T3HA3 29 low York fity, Faw Ybr{‘ He has Loen &
Vereérssavemen fop cbhoul ten wears. Bpt Avery's decor-
ations include he Silver Slur, ﬁirmarc Medsl, fir Mndsl
with Ly Cax Deaf "1a¢4erq, Alr Towrna Commemdeticn Medul,
Yistnususe Crogs of Gellertry with Faim, Ho is swrvived
ay Mls doashber Deborak K. fvary end Mis grordmather,
Frge deria T Avavy, 56 Boysa Strast, juburn, Meiu,
165 o Ty 8

Sot Willdem e Fesogor

Sgt e liran B Fewrsecr — larersicuesarn — A11led in
actaey © Aprll 872, Viatnam. LRt Cearulr wes TRro on
L& qwedl %71 in Somzore v Hespshirz. ¥ wriuered the
Ay Porce o 1970 and gridustsd Crow pavsrcoeus sconol
b Jepicy 9T, Thls wau S¢b Powrser's Virst Luar in
Jhi witers be iy om 118 dnmbat mis-'rns; Ha s supyvived
Gy ate parerda Moo ard Mrs. fiebert FL Pooarsen; R ORL,
wir T, hew dlaapsairn. O

ISet foy b, Prutvag

Togt oy D. Prater, Pudght Snginser, $3llad {a setien
o abril %72, Telnsa. foph Froiar won vere or 1 Jduly
Y05t dn gecdvilie, Tennewse, Ha entered the oo
Jorbz in Lhe 1930'5 and flew tho Y-34 kelizontar. Hy
Lhen jained the giz ?arce ane. Tlow tha Jelly Graous
Lires hhew vapun pre Gusnion.  Yas3 Yralak 1s survived
by hip wifa Zerel Jo Fretor dnd tﬂ"i; three zkildyan,
Uenrla, Debra ard “wmela, weuts g4, Solunbis Oity,
Todlana; 48725, We i3 ulco survived by his persnia,
“Iey ant »rs- Dengld S, otrz.xla.,, 118 Zemolet Sab
Division, Wurner Hobins, Gk, 31097

NEXT BACK NN
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[CAPTAIN PETER HAYDEN CHAPMAN 111

‘Captain Peter H. Chapman JI was a native of Centerburg, Ohlo. He
entered the Alr Force through the Aviation Cadet Program in 1961, After
commissioning as a navigator (he was a distingulshed graduate and
recelvad the Daughters of the American Revolution Award for Academic
Excellence), he was assigned as a transport navigator in C-135s at Travls
Alr Force Base, California (MATS). He attended pilot training at Willlams
Alr Foroe Base, Arizona in 1985, and returned to the 44th Alr Transport
Squadron, Travis Air Force Base, to fly the C-141. He attended Squadron
Officer School at Maxwel! Alr Force Base, Alabama in 1969, where he
again graduated with honors, In 1971, he trained {n the HH-53 "Buper
Jolly Green Giant* helicopter and became a member of the 37th Aero-
space Rescue and Recovery Squadron, Da Nang Alrfleld, RVN,

On April 6, 1972, Captain Chapman and his crew on H-53 Jolly Gresn 87
ware launched to recover the crewmembers of an QV-10 and an RB-6§ who
were downed In the northern portion of Quang Tri Province, very close

to the Damllitarized 2one {DMZ) {n South Vietnam, Prior to ths amival
of Jolly Green 67, the area around the survivors was repeatedly bombed
and strafed to neutralize enemy fire, When the A-1 "Sandies" (close

alr support tactical alrcraft) and other aircraft had determined that tha
snemy fire had been suppressed, Jolly Graen 67 was cleared for the
recovery attempt. As Captaln Chapman and his crew approached, slightly
south of the survivors, Jolly Green 67 began receiving intense snemy
ground fire, During the attempt to g8t oul of the area, tha awrcrafl was
disabled and Captain Chapman and the entire crew were lost,

The Military Alrlift Command (MAC), the Aerogpace Rescue and Recovery
Service (ARRS), and the 1550 Alrcrew Training and Test Wing (ATTW) are
very proud to dedicate this bullding to the memory of Captain Peter H.
Chapman == cne who exemplifies the motte, "THAT OTHERS MAY LIVE".

Captaln Chapman was selectsd by the members of the 1550 Technical
Tralning Squadron ss particularly deserving of this recognition as a

Rescue pilot because of his dedication to academic excellence, Chapman
Hall houses all academic classrooms, slide/tape learning center, aircraft
simulators (HH-53 and HH-3), and the new ARRS Museum. All ARES
crewmembers and all Alr Force helicopter pilots recelve thelr training here;
this includes tratning for TH~IF, UH~IN, H=3, H-53, and the HC~130.



SON TAY TO CEASE-FIRE

reseue mobilization offices in the<Vietnamese Direct Air Support Centers at
corps level, Other regulations called for a search and rescue training pro-
gram as well as instructions to aircrews on rescue procedures.®

In reality, the Vietnamese Air Force did not translate regulations into
combat capability., For instance, when American local base rescue
detachments at Binh Thuy and Pleiku were i'nac{iva-téé:l, the Vietnamese did
not take over the mission. Whereas the 38th Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Squadron had previously maintained two HH-43s at each of these
bases, the Vietnamese Air Force occasionally kept one UH-1 at Binh Thuy
for general usage, and its crew was untrdined in rescue operations and pro-
cedures. Vietnam’'s search anmd rescue capability remained unfulfilled.
Rescue operations were conducted haphazardly, generally with no planning
or coordination. After the last Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service
units left Vietnanm in early 1973, downed Vietnamese aircrew members had
1o hope that a Vietnamese troop transport, gargo, or gunship helicopter
would be able to pick them up. Otherwise they had to depend on their own
ingenuity at evasion to get them safely back to friendly territory.53

Fortunately for the Vietnamese and American aircrews, the Aerospace
Rescue and Recovery Service still had units stationed in South Vietnam dur-
ing the hard fighting in the spring and summer of 1972. Indeed, during this
period rescue service units participated in some of the largest and most dif-
ficult rescue operations of the war. On April 2, three days after the North
Vietnamese began pouring into the South, Bat 21 and Bat 22, a pair of
Douglas EB-66 twin-engine jet electronic warfare planes, were escorting
three B-52s on a mission near the demilitarized zone. A missile site launched
three SA-2s at Bat 21. One hit it broadside. The force of the explosion blew
Lt. Col. Iceal E. Hambleton, an electronics warfare officer, out of the air-
craft. All others presumably perished. Unhurt, except for a minor singeing,
Hambleton used his survival radio to c¢ontact an OV-10 pilot circling
nearby. The OV-10 pilot remembered hearing that an cffort to evacuate
U.S. Army advisors from Quang Tri had been canceled. He contacted the
rescue force assembled for this operation, and soon its A-ls located
Hambleton hiding in the underbrush near the Cam Lo River. Intense enemy
fire convinced the A-1 pilots that the area was too dangerous for the Jolly
Greens, so while the choppers hovered a safe distance away, the A-1s spent
three hours blasting enemy positions and strafing anyone who got too close
to the survivor.

Meanwhile, four U.S. Army UH-1 choppers heard the radio chatter
from the rescue task force and decided to make their own unauthorized
pickup attempt. As the four helicopters approached the downed airman,
enemy gunners shot one of the choppers out of the sky, killing all aboard.
Another damaged UH-| limped toward the sea to make a crash landing on
the beach south of Quang Tri.*¢

Operations officers at Seventh Air Force, realizing that the rescue ac-
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tivity was located in the middle of a major enemy troop concentration,
established & no-fire zone, an aréa in which artillery fire was tightly con-
trolled, seventeen miles in radius around the downed officer. This no-fire
zone encompassed most of the area of operation ot the Army of the
Republic of Vietnam’s 3d Division, struggling to blunt the communist inva-
sion drive.’’

Dawn brought poor weather that grounded the rescue forces. Never-
theless, two OV-10s from Nakhon Phanom obtained loran navigation fixes
on the beleagured flyer's position. The OV-10 pilots relayed the information
back to the targeting center at Nakhon Phanom Royal Thai Air Force Base
for analysis and collation with recent photography of the area, Computers
then printed out targets for bombers to pound through the clouds and haze.
From April 2 through April 13 up to ninety strike sorties a day were used to
keep enemy troops away. Enemy missiles shot down two OV-10s with the
foss of two crewmen. The only HH-53 attempt (o recover the man ended
when enemy gunners brought it down killing its entire crew. 5

In spite of the air strikes, there were still too many troops, 100 many
guns, and too much danger tor the HH-535 1o be used. Finally, the Marines
volunteered 1o send a squad up the Cam Lo river to meet the officer if he
would swim downstream out of the main enemy force concentration. The
forward air controllers relayed the instructions, and he made his way to the
nearby river. He spent the next three nights floating downstream. On the
third day he sighted a sampan with Americans in it. Using a pre-arranged
signal he called out his rank and a color. The Marines scooped him out of
the water and took him to an armored personnel carrier that carried him to
a safe helicopter landing zone for cvacuation to Da Nang."?

These eleven days raised serious questions about search and rescue.
Operational questions concerned the capabilities of the rescue task force.
Giant HH-53 choppers, the finest aircrew recovery helicopters in the world,
had been unable 1o operate in a concentration of enemy {roops backed by
radar-guided antiaircraft guns and surface-to-air missiles. The only Jolly
Green that dared to go in for a recovery attemp! was shot down. Col. Jack
Allison, a helicopter pilot since 1951 and 4 veteran of numerous combat
rescue missions, said that agwnst apposition ke that erjcountered in the
Bat 21 mission. the traditional search and rescue task torce was useless 89

Large questions of sutfering and morality were also raised. How much
was one man's life worth? Was it worth more than the lives of those
members of the Vietnamese Arms’s 3d Division, jeopardized when
American air strikes were used 10 keep the North Vietnamese away from
one downed flver rather than used Lo support their efforts to halt the enemy
offensive? Was one man’y life worth more than the lives of two QV-10
crewmembers, five crewmen in the HH-53, and the crew uf the Army Huey
chopper that were lost during the rescue operation?

In the eleven day operation, thousands of enemy troops backed by
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