
Arlington funeral honors crew of Jolly Green 67 	 Page 3. 0f3 

A% ery, James Alley and Roy D. Prater, and Sgt. William R. Pearson. were honored al Arlington 
National Cemetery. Their remains were recently returned home from their fatal attempt to rescue a 
downed navigator in Vietnam; their helicopter crashed after being hit by enemy tire. 

The object of their rescue attempt w as Li Col. Iceal Hambleton, whose ea!! sign WS Bat-21 lie was 
11 .% ing aboard an EB-66 leading a B-52 bomber strike when his aircraft was struck by a surface-to-an. 
missile. The only one to eject sam y , [Limbloon  landed near a highway junction on a Communist 
supply route. 

Intelligence sources reported 30.000 enemy troops in the area. On the fourth day of search-and-
rescue operations. Jolly Green 67 ■vent down. All aboard were lost. 

Air Force, Army and Navy teams continued fighting for the next seven days to retrieve HambIcton 
before he was saved. 

A Quarter century later_ the funeral service for the Jolly Green 67 crew began witn a fly-over by tw o 
MH-53J Pave Low III helicopters from Hur[burl Field, Fla. The Air force Honor Guard and Air 
Force Baud from Boling lii Force Base, D.C.. also helped comniemorate the event. 

Among the mass of people at Arlington paying respects to the helicopter crew w ere red beret-
wearing pararescuemen who honored their Callen comrades. The veterans also represented 
paiarescaeis who ser% ed in Southeast Asia and rescued more than 3,i00 servicemembers duraig the 
war. 

Among those who could not attend the funeral was Bat-2I himseil; however, the 78-year-old 
Hambleton wrote about how much he appreciated the sacrifice of the Jolly Green 6 7  crew. Dan 
Manion, one of many pararescuemen who helped search for Hambleton. read the letter. 

"This is a crew of real heroes," Manion said. "They were doing what they had been trained to do. 
They deserve all the accolades that we. the living, can bestow upon them. Again, I thank them, I 
honor them, and I will always hold great faith in my heart with them." 

Coi. Mark Clark was a first lieutenant at the time of the Bat-2I search, and was the first to go in 
trying to extract Hambleton. But Clark's OV-10 was shot down, and he became part of the Bat-21 
rescue. Ile. too. was saved. He attended the Arlington ceremony arid addressed the Jolly Green 67 
family members. 

"Each of you played a distinct role and forming the character of these men who so willinglv paid a 
very dear price to help me get out Of the jungles of Vietnam," he said. "You have my deepest 
sympatk, -- you and these six brave men." 

hup:Piollygreen.org/JollyGreen671n '.)971. I 2097: 474.1itni 	 3 13:99 
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I had an epportunnv to kit 	the fantilies id -  the crew of.lolly Green 67 on 
Nt.ivember There must have heel) 50 (lin -n:1 .x members and relatives of'Caimon peter chap ni a n . 

. 21.ircralt C'ornmander: First Lict Li U Joint Call 	C.'optiots, Techruc-al Sert;eant RisPrater, 
Median ic Technical Sergeant Allen Avery, l'ararescuenten: Sergeant William Pearson. 
Pararescuernatu, SeY ,:reom James Alley, PhologsapherL Darrel Whitcom t Nail 25) is the "historian' 

ho is telling the Bat 21 story the way it should be (book due out this spring). Mark C lark Nail 18 
was these as was the Niece of kcal Viambelt)r, t Bat 21). For OVCI 2 hours the family listened to those 
of us who had been there tell the whole Ba:2 I story from Blue Ghost 1 0 to Covey 225. Charts 
graphs, c.; en photographs were used don't th:rk there has evet been such a i4atheting nor ls there 
likeiv to be one uga:n..1-here etc i few mis: ■,i e,x, es from those narrating,..1;:ty Crowe. Jolly pilot 
(USCG e\ change) of an earlier al -terip:. at picking up Bat 21 told the harrowing story of Mat attempt 
and his crash landing. 

I spoke to the first night. Laster Sundax 2 .Api ii 72, "ground nre like the fourth of.htlyil. im flaming 
egress after being hi: hi a 57;nm AAA, and subsequent gear up landing. I also spoke to the attempi to 
get Bat 21 and Nail 3 on the 6th of April. .h  .vas the Sandy escorting and trying to protect Jolly 
Green 67. The room » was quiet, the attenuon intense as I described the ingress. the groniki 1. re hining 
Jolly 67 and the subsequent flrebal! and :rash. Borg the one to escort and protect the Jolty Green. I 
thought there may be some w ho would seek to take on: !heir pain on me. On the contrary, a Yet - % 
sweet elde r ly !ady, hugged me, ii ikiari me , and saying she knew we had all done OW duty the hest 
■k ay possible. (her the next day each of the families personally thanked me arid stated how, bra C 

they thought all iNho had been involved were. On Wed, 19 November 07. God decided to make it a 
clear c.risp day with beautiful blue skies. About 300 people begin together at ,Arlingtort's 
administraux e building. The ceremony of honor for the crew members of lolly Green 67 at Arlington 
National Cemetery began et I 1:00. These six brave men were members of the 37th Aerospace 
Rescue and Recovery Squadron during the i',pringof i '472. Six men finally coming home 25 Years 
after their deaths in Vietnam. They died Eying their unit motto. "That Otheo 	". In 
attendance were many km -  us gray haled eterans and about 250 young Pi's and young officers pax ing 
their respects to 6 env brave tren. 

[lie cerenion\ was Clew less 	e were driven by bus to the waning caisson and Honor ituard ro u  the 
procession 10 Pershing Dri\c and the gravesitc, Flie casket was trans:reit-A to the caisson drawn by 6 
horses (3 of - which were riderless). the honor guard colors and band marched off sinartlY to the 
stritins of the Air For song "Off we go..."1 cried! \ lone airmail followed ti c honor guard carrying 
the POW!11A flag. Behind him the family and the rest of us fall-m walking to the gravesite. 
stepping carefully around the ltore dropbings. 

While the pallbearers lift the Colors from the casket. holding the flag taught:, you could feel, then 
hear. and flnally see two dark 1111- 53J ['AVE LOW helicopters charge over the hillside at. -tree-top 
icy el. All too soon they passed overhead. that sound and sight so many of us knew would be there if 

needeij. 01C111..lke (cad t ;;erait traied a t.v ,:v of green smoke out the aft hatch. 

The sneakers at the -eraYeside were brief and eloquent, qur.n.ing in part front Lincoln's Ciettlsburg 
Address. Apropos, y0 causing me to well in anger at news reports of Ciniton selling, plots in 
-so- lington. I don't normally get political. yet I am deeply pained that heroes! knew and flew 
would be sharing hallowed ground with 	 contributors. 

"Tin.su Swat 5 on guora. . 	.S 4R kirceS c'gre ■*c and renow to baNi.' 
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The Homecoming 

Ruth Spitler 

A man of honor, fine and brave 
Left home and loves behind 

To rescue those across the world 
Beyond the battle line. 

The duels of men are deadly. 
He that saves was lost. 

No win could come from bloodied soil 
At such a mighty cost. 

So many years have gone awry. 
Cruel walls and angry men 

Have left him on the other side. 
At last, he's here again. 

Solemn cadence. march and drum 
Guide him on his way 

To his final resting place 
Of honor on this day. 

Beneath the lawns of Arlington 
Our hero's come to rest. 

To lay in God's own slumber 
Among the very best. 

Soft breezes whisper o'er him. 
Cool rains mist on his tomb. 
He sleeps in peaceful silence. 

The rescuer is home. 

hap: , .joi 'iygreen.org/JollyGreenC7 'homecolning.htn: 	 3 '1.3 '99 
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Flood-Strickfell Costa Ricans 
Albrook Arit - Cio5e cooperatom ',i,etween the Civil Guard of t:;ustaitica and teisortnel of the 11 S. Air Forces 

Souther ti CVIIImand was instrumental in the movement of 216 (.1o$.ta ft lean ciVilian0 from floodd areas of Limon 
Provinre, Costa Itlea, over last vor'eekend 

After heavy rains started nuoding the claribbe.aii coastal area of Costa R 	,, 	,.::., morning, a request was 
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Inbute to Al .\\ ery  

tribute to -1/ A very 

‘■ as ■%alkino the halls of the Co 

V• hen ahme the normal din 

I heard the announcer so\ 

rhat a helicookr had been shot dm%II toda ■ . 

I learned shorth thereafter that \I .\ en ‘las one of the creNls. 

Rut no one 1% ould attend to the net‘s. 

lor the students it didn't matter 

Thal 	had hist an aircre‘N. and on the\ 'd chatter. 

liut I had smelt 

1 he air after a rocket attach and felt 

I he ingukh of Flesh torn asunder 

iii ansixer to the rocket's thunder. 

I hose students didn't comprehend 

.Ne had lost Friends; 

True patriots ‘1 ho ti ‘ e 

"That Others Nlax 1.i‘e." 

I 	d seen AI at another ethos 

Ilttp:: WeV.sorcorn.com  -searat Tributi.s.110111 	
3; 1 3 99 



ibute to AI 1\ ..-r ■ 	 2 0' .  4 

11ter a rescue Irew i ao.. 

ht.' tension in \I's face 

'lio s the intensit ■ he borc in that place. 

\I and the creNNof Joll‘ 67 

,k.‘ cot on \to il 6 4  1972 i nto  n en\ (l c 

I he\ found that 	their destin:s. 

kod ‘ ■ cot to their place in histor ■ . 

The ileroc ■ the ■ hecanie. 

\\ ere  not recogni/ed. and the blatnc 

IS MI .1wericati public 

it' Ii had grim n apathetic. 

\Jul nim, at last. they are hulled 

•t krtint!ton .8ational C elm:ten, and arc carried 

In the highest esteem im the nation, 

he effects of their dedication. 

For 1I and the croN 

I II C 11 4,43111 S110\111 Li' 	tIiut (0 (10. 

110\\ihe  (1Cd1C1(1011 10 (1111\ 

( an lead into unih. 

I )N as going to send lioNIcrs 

Rut theN ■ %ill i'sra ■ in hours. 

poem, hov,e‘er, 	411 \\ 011IS  •S ill 1:1 1/4,1 

1 01 .  1- 111111 . 1! gelltl'at(011S 10 It'aril 11 .1110 1111' 1):1\1, 
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ItMite to Al A \ C.r) 

kl„ 1 hid s OW adieu. 

Ibis nation sometimes hasn't a clue 

Oldie sacrifice it takes for us to lis 

`so that others In AA lea iii 110 ‘I 41) 14i 

It is 	as Ipen these lines. 

Ness storms are !tress ing in our times. 

.(.1 US 1101)C 111111re generations 

1.carn ss hat it lakes to live in peace among nations-- 

\\DNA  I. NI 1kI 	kR 	MORI 

1(11 11 1 ( . 

\oseunher 19, 1997 

\ I k \ en and the cress of .1oll ■ 67 %% ere buried on Nos ember 19. 1997 after has in 
heen lost on the rescue mission for B VI .  21. I 11C\rcniaincd missing 111161 11.Telith. 

‘N hen w‘ era! teams \sent into \ ietuant to !Tem erthcir r (11""lis. It " IL  "me  lime in 
identifs them, and the cress ssas buried !NMI MCI' 1419 t1:14C111112. 1 ' 111.01 - 1- 11/1;11(.11. 011 

the st1 . ‘ 1111‘ of their burial. another "event" us ershadossed their imenamem--a 

political com los ahout \On/ 's1101111.1 be killed in krill -Igloo. It seemed that there 
%souk! he no real remembrance of their sirs ice. This is posted to honor this cress. 

1st:0 continued the ‘erospace Rescne anti Recover er .\ ice's 11%1(110(111 01 

'1111 	IIII\(;S 	1...1)0. III ‘1 . 0 -1111.,IS 	‘.1 r IN 	." 

The cress. front the 37th kRR.Sq N‘ on the Presidential I nit Citation. Outstanding 
nit Citation, and had over 613 "sas es." or lives SaVIA1 11 . 0111 its cress's 141 -1111%. \.1 

.kt ers had seseral of those saves credited to him. 
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Jolly Green 67 Memorial Page 
Shot down on 
6 April 1972 

near Cam Lo, South Vietnam 
Attempting the Rescue of Bat-21 Bravo and Nail 38 Bravo 

Capt. Peter H. Chapman, Pilot; Buried on 1 Nov 1997 near Lock, Ohio 
1st Lt. John H. Call, III, Co-Pilot; Buried 19 Nov 1997, Arlington National Cemetery 
Tech. Sgt. Roy D. Prater, Flight Engineer; Buried 19 Nov 1997, Arlington National 

Cemetery 
Sergeant William R. Pearson, Pararescueman; Buried 1 Nov 1997 in New 

Hampshire 
Tech. Sgt. Allen J. Avery, Pararescueman; Buried 19 Nov 1997, Arlington National 

Cemetery 

Don Call's Tribute to his brother John. 

PJ John Ratliffs Tribute to Al Avery and Jolly Green 67 

The Homecoming 

The USAF announced on October 2 .1997 their remains had been returned to American 
soil. 

Read a brief narrative of the Bat 21 mission by Darrel Whitcomb, Nail 25 

The crew of Jolly Green 67 was buried with full military honors in Arlington National 
Cemetery 

on Nov 19, 1997. Here is the AF News Service article on the ceremony. 

More pictures from the services. 

http://jollygreen.org/JollyGreen67/JollyGreen67.htm 	 3/13/99 



37th ARRS 1972 Yearbook 
	 Page 1 of 2 

37th ARRd 
Memorial rvice 

South inger, DaNang Airfield 
PepOlic or vJetaam 

14 April 1972 	 1,30 Hours 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

4  PxoseAt,vtion of Color. G,31or Guard 

* "Hew Great Tb6la Art" 

• invocation Chapl.ain Thows F. Keane 

Res!,lonk=ive Rot:ding "My Zola is Ttirting” 

$ Hymn 	 "The Strife Is O'er, The 11“t1 ,, Done" 

Scripture Rcading 	 Tt Aaymond Gore 

Tribute 	 Lt Colonel 411liam 

1  Hymt 	 'he Air Force Uymna 

* Benediction 	 Chaplain Thomas F. Keane 
• , 

• FLASE STAND 

+ ++4- +++ ,4- t+ -1- f- + + + f- + + 	+ + + 	+ + + + + + 

TRI13UTE 

We, con of the 37th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Squadron and friends, are here to pay honor to our 
fellow comrades: 

TSgt Allen J. Avery 

lLt John H, Gall 

Capt Peter H. Chepman II 

3gt 46.111.am R. Pearoon 

TSgt Roy D. Irater 

Zgt James Alley (40th AI) 

NEXT 	 \CK 	 IND) \ 

file://G: \m6.html 
	 6/14/99 
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Capt elottlr 	Ch.upmlAn 11 

Cot 	=4, Shnrn.2..n II - Ain:raft Commnmder - xiiia 
.n Lotion 6 April 1972, Viotnem, Cspt Chapman *dies tern 

26 Alx,;ust 1940 in CanLerburg, Olio, whore ‘fv? s%u; raired 
ard lduc0..ed. T:e ent-rd 1..)e Air Fcrco ir t1-.* virly 

ccmpltc:.;! :,eN.ivrtter traininr,. $oon after, Cart Chvproan 
p1 ot trvf.nibp 	roelc!vo.i Ilia wings in 1964. be 

th ,t1. 7'it.; line :nd .1-14l's until hq trrrstticn 	inLo 
heliltc..tors. This w!.s CAM, Chet ,mcn's C-'mt tour In 

io survivod by hi vrants, Mr L-nd )'r fqr E. Chwirn, 
Rout& g2, CanLet-ury, Chfo, .0C11. 

11,t, Jchn C. Call 

11..t John H. Uk:.11 	f:opilot - Killed ip ect1(.3• 6 4r:1 
1972, Viegntr.. Lt Cali was heir) :in 9 !distruLry 147 in 

xtofl Li . 	Ka wTs misud in Sliver Sprinaz, 
•nd L:rodwited frca the UnrsiLr tf 1 ,arylend ir 136S. 

enter.:d tv tr Yer ,::e in 197, an: vevt thsscueh the 

	

trs.lrInt, 1:x 	.t 	 t:nd FL. 
r. *CUE ) 	L.+. Call's first '1.tr IA S 1741. Et,  

survived ty 	 r 60d 	Jchn 	•'31:11, 5 
GTqenlz.ln-d. :;ens . t, 	gawyl/nd, 2tZ544 

act James 11118y- 

30. James Alloy - Combat rh?Jtcgrapher 4111od in action 
5 April 1972 )  Viettamc Sgt Al:ey was born 	18 Sept- 
om:Oor 1949. }its 'home is at Plantation.; Fl.crila and his 
last assignmont was at Vandenbure.  AYB, Ca1iforni44, $gt 
Alley arrived in SEA Juring April 1971 and has been on 
flyine statue since he arrived. He hsa flown rescuo 
missims 4th tho Jolly Greens and Wa3 hers to roplaoa 
another sergeant Who wao slightly wounded by shracnol. 
Sgt Alloy had boor atationed at fib= Airfield, Thailond 
with thg 40th AMS and was at Deana: or TOY, Ho is 
survivsd by his parents and one sister. 

NeXT 	 13.\cK 	 i\plA 

file://G: \m7.html 	 6/14/99 



rth ARRS 1972 Veatbook 
	

Page 1 of 1 

r6ut Allan J. i,vt.:ry 

A21.et J. Arer7 Panrsouemcn - Klilad in tion 
6 Pkvril 1972, /ietnam, TSgt Av.:ry was 1.01-r, on 22 Feb..
rury 	in 2low York City $  raw Yor:c. He tms 

Ccr tbout tcin yeer;3, set lomry ,  de.?.c,r-
71 -tins in.:1-.1de the Silw=r S14,r, Atrm5 	tir 	dal 

14 Ci,< Leaf Tta,;:mrs 4 ir 7oma CommBiadetion 
Viatwawie Cm5n 0C Cisaltxtry vith :aim, IT is survivod 

hLs 	 K, Avr7 k,nc; 
T, Avry, SE t 	StrzA g  1 ,1burn, 

Set 	111.r.m 4. 

Lgt .6 . 1itEin 	 - 	in 
t. April i.c:/2,iim.jgs 	was '-orr. on 

l 	11 :n Conzsrk 	HeAohir-2. 	 1,ha 
Air 	197r: ar:I. zTi6ufit , Id frm 1-4tr.-Jr.;.c.oto ccl 
ir jonry 075 . Th.i. 	i:7-o-...rscr's first. 	in 
J:AL 	 vr. 116 ccaillg,t isicr. 	(i<3 	T.7i7.ad  
by hT-; 	 Rnd rs.. ite;7t F, I rscn 2  Rt 

nar, 	:iampshirf! 

TSL7t Roy D, Pmtar 

1.3,0 hp; D. PraLer, Flitt agin-?.nr,Licd n. ;:ztltl, 
6 April 	VT,31,r1 	 .-crr on 1 July 

in KccAvilir,, Tannh ,Aa . 	entcepd ths s, 
,Icirl)• in Uce 1950's 	flew tho 

?)m,-.1,3 th 	OI'C 	 t 	,Raly CirqocAd 
+..44.3y 	 TB:c." 	IP TargiVC:a 

by hi& wifa 	 Ln3 t17)11 three 2hi1.dr:11 )  
Dotra and 2^$1-.=cla, a,71.1u.1 i4, ;(11‘2mbir, City, 

rodianz2,, 1,t?725. 	is uivo aur-five.d t'y %la l,erent3, 
an 	Dcra13 S. Strilkitird, 116 "%mokt S;11-1 

Divit;ion, 	rrr itobirs, GA, 31;d93. 

NEXT 	 BACK 	 INDIA 

filc://G:\in8,htm1 
	

6/14/99 



CAPTAIN PETER HAYDEN CHAP MAN II ,  

Captain Peter H. Chapman II was a native of Centerburg, Ohio. He 
entered the Par force through the Aviation Cadet Program in 1961. After 
commissioning as a navigator (he was a distinguished graduate and 
received the Daughters of the American Revolution Award for Academic 
Excellence), he was assigned as a transport navigator in C-135s at Travis 
Air Force Base, California (MATS). He attended pilot training at Williams 
MT Force Base, Arizona in 1965, and returned to the 94th Air Transport 
Squadron, Travis Air Force Base, to fly the C-191. He attended Squadron 
Officer School at Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama in. 1969, where he 
again graduated with honors, In 1971, he trained In the Hil-53 "Super 
jolly Green Giant" helicopter and became a member of the 37th Aero-
space Rescue and Recovery Squadron, Da Nang Airfield, RVN. 

On April 6 1972, Captain Chapman and his crew on H - 53 Jolly Green 67  
were launched to recover the crewrnembers of an OV-10 and an RB-66 who 
were downed In the northern portion of Quang Tri Province, very close 
to the Demilitarized Zone (Divf2) in South Vietnam. Prior to the arrival 
of jolly Green 67, the area around the survivors was repeatedly bombed 
and strafed to neutralize enemy fire, When the A-I "Sam:ties" (close 
air support tactical aircraft) and other aircraft had determined that the 
enemy fire had been suppressed, Jolly Green 67 was cleared for the 
recovery attempt. As Captain Chapman and his crew approached, slightly 
south of the survivors, Jolly Green 67 began receiving intense enemy 
ground fire. During the attempt to atit out ol the area, the aircraft was 
disabled and Captain Chapman and the entire crew were lost. 

The Military Airlift Command (MAC). the Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Service (ARRS), end the 1550 Aircrew Training and Test Wing (ATTW) are 
very proud to dedicate this b'alltiing to the memory of Captain Peter H. 
Chapman -- one who exemplifies the motto, "THAT OTHERS MAY LIVE". 

Captain Chapman was selected by the members of the 1$50 Technical 
Training Squadron as particularly deserving of this recognition as a 
Rescue pilot because of his dedication to academic excellence. Chapman 
Hall houses all academic classrooms, slide/tape learning center, aircraft 
simulators (HI-1-53 and HH-3), and the new ARRS Museum. All ARRS 
crewmembers and all Air Force helicopter pilots receive their training here; 
this includes training for TH-IF, UH-1N, H-3, H-53, and the HC-130. 



SON TAY TO CEASE-FIRE 

rescue mobilization offices in the Vietnamese Direct Air Support Centers  at 
corps  level. Other regulations called for a search and rescue  training  pro-
gram  as  well as instructions to aircrews on rescue procedures." 

In  reality,  the Vietnamese Air Force did not translate regulations into 
combat capability. For instance, when American local base rescue 
detachments  at  Binh Thuy and Pleiku were  inactivated,  the Vietnamese did 
not take over  the  mission. Whereas the 38th Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Squadron  had  previously maintained two HH-43s at each of these 
bases, the Vietnamese  Air  Force  occasionally  kept one UH-1 at Binh Thuy 
for general usage, and its  crew  was  untrained  in rescue operations and pro-
cedures. Vietnam's search  and rescue  capability remained unfulfilled. 
Rescue operations were conducted haphazardly, generally with no planning 
or coordination. After the  last Aerospace  Rescue and Recovery Service 
units left Vietnam in early  1973,  downed Vietnamese aircrew members had 
to hope that a Vietnamese troop transport,  cargo,  or gunship helicopter 
would be able to pick  them  up. Otherwise they  had  to depend on their own 
ingenuity at  evasion  to get them safely back to  friendly  territory." 

Fortunately  for  the Vietnamese and American  aircrews,  the Aerospace 
Rescue and  Recovery  Service still had units stationed in South Vietnam dur-
ing the  hard  fighting in the spring and summer of 1972. Indeed,  during  this 
period  rescue service units  participated in some of the largest and most dif-
ficult rescue operations of the war. On April 2,  three days after the North 
Vietnamese began pouring into the South,  Bat 21  and Bat 22, a pair of 
Douglas EB-66 twin-engine jet electronic warfare planes, were escorting 
three B-52s on a mission near the demilitarized zone. A missile site launched 
three SA-2s at Bat 21. One hit it broadside. The force of the explosion blew 
Lt. Col. lceal E. Hambleton, an electronics warfare officer, out of the air-
craft. All others presumably perished. Unhurt, except for a minor singeing, 
Hambleton used his survival radio to contact an OV-10 pilot circling 
nearby. The OV-10 pilot remembered hearing that an effort to evacuate 
U.S. Army advisors from Quane 'Fri had been canceled. He contacted the 
rescue force assembled for this operation, and soon its A-Is located 
Hambleton hiding in the underbrush near the Cam Lo River. Intense enemy 
fire convinced the A-I pilots that the area was too dangerous for the Jolly 
Greens, so while the choppers hovered a safe distance away, the A-1s spent 
three hours blasting enemy positions and strafing anyone who got too close 
to the survivor. 

Meanwhile, four U.S. Army UH-1 choppers heard the radio chatter 
from the rescue task force and decided to make their own unauthorized 
pickup attempt. As the four helicopters approached the downed airman, 
enemy gunners shot one of the choppers out of the sky, killing all aboard. 
Another damaged UH-1 limped toward the sea to make a crash landing on 
the beach south of Quang Tri. ' 6  

Operations officers at Seventh Air Force, realizing that the rescue ac- 
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SEARCH AND RESCUE 

tivity was located in the middle of a major enemy troop concentration, 
established a no-fire zone, an area in which artillery fire was tightly con-
trolled, seventeen miles in radius around the downed officer. This no-fire 
zone encompassed most of the area of operation of the Army of the 
Republic of Vietnam's 3d Division, struggling to blunt the communist inva-
sion drive." 

Dawn brought poor weather that grounded the rescue forces. Never-
theless, two OV-10s from Nakhon Phanorn obtained loran navigation fixes 
on the beleagurecl flyer's position, The OV-10 pilots relayed the information 
back to the targeting center at Nakhon Phanom Royal Thai Air Force Base 
for analysis and collation with recent photography of the area. Computers 
then printed out targets for bombers to pound through the clouds and haze. 
From April 2 through April 13 up to ninety strike sorties a .day were used to 
keep enemy troops away. Enerw, missiles shot down two OV-10s with the 
loss of two crewmen. The only HH-53 attempt to recover the man ended 
when enemy gunners brought it down killing its entire crew." 

In spite of the air strikes, there were still too many troops, too many 
guns, and too much danger for the HH-53s to be used. Finally, the Marines 
volunteered to send a squad up the Cam Lo ri% ei to meet the officer if he 
would swim downstream out of the main enemy force concentration. The 
forward air controllers relayed the instructions, and he made his way to the 
nearby river. He spent the next three nights floating downstream. On the 
third day he sighted a sampan with Americans in it. Using a pre-arranged 
signal he called out his rank and a color. The Marines scooped him out of 
the water and took him to an armored personnel carrier that carried him to 
a safe helicopter landing zone for evacuation to Da Nang." 

These eleven days raised serious questions about search and rescue. 
Operational questions concerned the capabilities of the rescue task force. 
Giant HH-53 choppers, the finest aircrew reco‘ery helicopters in the world, 
had been unable to operate in a concentration of enemy troops backed by 
radar-guided antiaircraft guns and surface-to-air missiles. The only Jolly 
Green that dared to go in for a recovery attempt was shot down. Col. Jack 
Allison, a helicopter pilot since 1951 and a veteran of numerous combat 
rescue missions, said that again,t opposition like that encountered in the 
Bat 21 mission, the traditional search and rescue task force was useless.o 

Large questions of suffering and moralit were also raised. How much 
was one man's life worth? Was it worth more than the lives of those 
members of the Vietnamese Ariny's 3d Division, jeopardized when 
American air strikes were used to keep the North Vietnamese away from 
one downed fiver rather than used to support their efforts to halt the enemy 
offensive? Was one man's life worth more than the lives of two OV-10 
crewmembers, five crewmen in the HH-53, and the crew of the Army Huey 
chopper that were lost during the rescue operatton? 

In the eleven day operation, thousands of enemy troops backed by 
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