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100-~200 yards from the Sting;t:‘n:‘,.?3

(S) On 2 May, Stinger 1 was flying a daylight support
mission over An lLoc, Multiple 37vm hits blew off the xight
jet and disabled the right reciprocating engine, Mate
bailout would have meant certain capture and probable death
for the crew. The aircraft commandsr elected to try for safer
territory and steered the rapidly descending gunship toward
the Southwest away from the city. Delaying as long as possible,
thelt AC fina¥ly gave the bailout order. Still, some crewmembers
received ground fire while descending in their parachutes. The
last to escape was the copilot who ran as hard as he could to
the rea_'r of the aircraft and pulled his lamyard as he leaped
from the door. A Sundog FAC later stated that the copilot was
"in the treetops" when the chute finally blossomed, The seven
surviving crewmembers were picked up shortly by Army ﬁnd Jolly
Green helicopters. The bodies of the other three crewmembers
were recovered on 6 May.?h

(S) Early in May the SA-7 "Strella' made its dsbut in the
Vietnamese skies. Because of its mobility and accuracy, this
missile had more impact on Stinger operations than any other

weapon in the NVA arsenal, A no fly line was drawm across Quang

73. Ibid.
7h. Ibids Also see Aircraft and Personnel Losses, this
volume, pages 59 and
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sufuti I he rLaN i O v estinared vy weimdy of Pm fiay
In wie cassiing crast, Capt Jousrmey . alresads ::f:"-r*L 5 Gaou
Cavid Slagle, navigawor and Sgt Kennsts Brown, 'Lllmn_nator opers-
ator, were killed. The remaining seven orew s bailed out
successfully. One was :b:medd.ntoly rescuad. by a Huay from the

16t Cav Division.'! The remaining six waye rescueh by two HH3

~aircraft from the 3rd Aerospace Rescue and Rac Group at Tan

-

Son Nnut AB, 12 Capt Courtney has bean submitted for the Gongres-
sional Medal of Honor for ramaining a.t the mt.mlb of the stricken

mcraﬁ‘- to enable the remaindsr of t-ho eriw to ha.va {ine to ball
13 $ '

e

2. - During a Vie: Cong rocket stback on ﬂi&m&ng AS during

the night of 13 June, Capt Thomas Hammon. a1 AG119K' aiveraft

bsmandar was struck with shrapnel fram the first I:l.neo:‘“-.ng rocket
] i
and was mortally wsunded. He dled two days later withec it regaining

conscliousness.

E. (U) Battle Damagn
‘ ;R

On 25 May, Stinger 33, piloted by Lt B Hpalen, was
on a migsion ir Barrel Roll when the aircra.i‘b, , s hit by
37mn fire in the right sids of the carge compa:-tm t|immediately
aft o the bulkhead. The airecrart lost tie use of the auxillary

power unit, the left jet, cortrol of propeller P.PM, the complet.er

11, Interview with CPT William Sinclair USA, 0 June 72, pilot of
first rescus helicoptor
12. Telephona call to Joint Reacus Controi Centery 6 ing T2
13. Interview with Sgt Craig Corbett, aerlal r on Stinger
L1, 9 Aug T2 -



D/j/ spelf brbkeh
for Pedro’ rescuers

The end ef & long dry sapell for the
Pedres of the 37th Aerospace Reacue and
Recovery Scuadron (ARES?Ett Da Nang camo
early May 26 with a "feet wet®™ pickup of
two crew members from a U.S5. Marine A-L.

Capt. Robert R. Ams®o, 25, Parma, Ohie,
and his feuir-wan crew launched thedr Hi~-
43 Huskie helicopter in rosponse to an
in-fiight emergency carly that morning.

A Marina Corps A-4 was cn final; do-
claring lsat hydreulie proscuroc. The
Pedros were preparod to extinguich o
blize and rescue the wwe crer momboro
should they crash off basse.

As the 2ircraft slowed bolew 140 knots,
the Marirns rilet was losing conirol and
electaa tc baill out at eea.

Captain Ames sald, at that point, he
left the 1,000-pound fire supprossica
bottls at the end of the runway and fol-
lowed the crippled A-4 to a point 10
miles out to gea, approximately eight
miles southesst ef Da Nang.

(Continued on Page 8)
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CAPT, ROBERT R. AMBS
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Dry spell braken...

(Continued from Page I)

"We saw the alrcraft’' iupsct in the
water," he explained, "apa about" two
minutes later we saw the ¢chutey " «° 1

The Pedro aircraft commencer said it
had to be one of the fartust pickups
ever. One crew member was' out of the
water within three minutes and within
three more, the second Marine vap aboard.

The feet wet pickup marked ‘the first
save for the Da Nang Pedros sihte!dJune
1971. It added two more numes to'the
more than 1,100 persons sived by’ the
local Pedro detachment since 165,

Capt. William E. Ransbottcm, the A=’
pilot and CWO2 Bruce E, Boltz, the rear-
scater, amiled thelr gratitude at the
Pedro crew as they were picked up.

In on the gave with Captain Ames were
Capt. Michael F, Schmidt, 29, lustin, co=-
pilot; fire fighters SSgt. Devid C. New-
man, 24, Cuero, Tex., and $Sgt. Michael
J. knodash, 27, Grahum, Wash.; and medi-
val technician Syt. Larry Jahnson, 21,
torganton, N.C.



Sw=7 bt in the ensing ¢

tinued to run with thé '.- oil pressure
wont to zsro. Lt Seitz sxtructed about five miles off shore
and wes picked up by an irmy helicopter within 30 ssconds.

The SaR wus turned over to Hobo 42/43 by Sandy 07 but Hobo k2
(Lt Hick Fossom)wasn immediately hit by snother S4-7. He stamp-
ed out the fire in the cockpit with his feet and the sngine
kept running allowing an smergency landing at Ds Naug.

' The next morning Hobo 20/21 Maj Harding and Capt Screws
enterad the r&nﬁ are= but they too were shot down by S4-7
missiles. Both wers rescued by &r;jqr helicopters but Capt
Screws ~had sustained a; broken shouldsr during extraction.

Bilk 34 was subseqguently rescued by ground forces as all
A~178 were ordersd out of the ares ufter the loss of Lhree
in less thun 24 hours,

On 5 WMoy Musket 03 (F-4) was downed at 293/33/69 with two
survivor. The Sandys 07/08 (Capt. Throckmorton, Lt Blevins)
preceeded directly to the aree and began trelling for ground
fire. None was observed so the Jollys wers brought in for a
quick pick-up. MNusket 03x wes rescued first but ground fire
drove the Jolly off before Bravo could be picked~up, The
Sandys supprassed the ground fire und brought in another
Jolly to rescue Bruve.

On 7 May Bootleg 51 (F-4) was downed st 295/50/69 with one
survivor, Sandys 07/03 (m mcima, Lt L. L. Sndth) sarrived
on seene at 17051 afzd &ogé!t tsml.ung !ar gndtmd fire. Several
23mm end J7om guns Eemmg&q a&bd neutmlized with fast mover
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