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other pickup attempt was planned. No one had received ground 

fire for quite some time and the FACo reported the area to be 

very quiet. The first Jolly Green was brought in from the 

South and headed toward Bat 21B 1 s position. The helicopter 

began taking ground fire and so began a wide turn to the right, 

heading Eastward toward a village that had been the source of 

previous ground fire. The Jolly Green was told repeatedly to 

turn away from the village. It was thought that these trans-

missions were not received because Sandys could hear the Jolly 

Green pilot breathing over the radios. He was inadvertently 

holding down his microphone button. This proved to be fatal, 

because by the time he received the frantic calls from the 

Sandys he was over the village. An engine was hit and parts 

began falling from the helicopter. The aircraft struck the 

ground on its left side and burst into flames. No survivors 

were observed.. Ground fire was well diciplined and the enemy 

fired only when he was quite sure of getting the Jolly Green. 

With this catastrophe, all attempts to rescue Bat 21B and 

Nail  38B from the air stopped, 
(S) The next day, Covey 282 was shot down behind enemy 

lines, Coded messages were passed to the survivors telling 

them that they must walk out and how they were to do it. On 

11 April, Nail 38B reached a team of .A.RWN Rangers and US Ma-

rines on the South bank of the Can Viet River. Two days later, 
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from the east. The suriiivor himself vailitieing extremely heXpful in call-
ing off ground fire for me. Cermanications with King and Queen were vir-
tually non-existant„ which is normal for Queen 	I was begging for any 
kind of ordnance and for a FAC. The weather wee a factor and it was rapidly 
becoming dark. I could net leave the survivor there without extending some 
effort to make sure that he wouldn't be scarfed up during the night. Re 
was vary close to the village complex along the river to his south, how-
ever, we Imre not taking fire from that location. To the north the terrain 
was fairly barren with very gentle rolling hills. There VRA fire from this 
area. To the east still more villages along the river (see map), but due 
east of his pestion was flat marshy land, and we were taking fire from then
Despite the low ceiling, I felt that I could safely place ordnance on posi- 
tions north and east on the sources of ground fire. Tot I could raise no 
one on the radio. I directed my wing man to get some ordnance and some 
helicopters. Our orignal Bilk FAC was on the way back in to the area from 
the east near Doug Ha along the river. He had in tow 4 army Huey helicopters, 
2 slicks and 2 cobras. Two of these helicopters were Shoji down. One ewe 
pletely demolished, the other creerwas picked up by the Jolly's. This was 
unknown by Sandy 07 at the time, and for this reason, I was having difficulty 
tionannioating with other element of the Se force. They were engaged in 
their own SO I Darkness tims fast approaching and a pick-up attempt could 
not be made that night. I directed Sandy 08 to expend with me in the BAR 
area. Bat 21B saved his Gun life by maintaining his cool. Working with 
Bat 21B was an (=periance that none of the Sandy's who worked on this SAE 
will ever forget. The survivor called off positions ad fire s  watched our 
ordnance impact and gave us corrections from that. The ground fire threat 
was very bad, the survivor could see and hear people within 100 meters of 
his position. While expending ordnance, Sandy 07 cams under heavy, accurate 
fire, receiving battle damage. After one particularly heavy exchange of fire 
I was concerned for the airworthyness of the aircraft. It seamed contiiaable 
and I had Sande 08 cheek me over as beat he could in the darkness. I coaLd 
see several small holes in both wings and from thumps I had head I knew that 
I had taken several hi:Mon the armor plating. There was one rather jagged hole 
in the left wing over which I was apprehensive. However the survivor kept 
asking if I was alright, and that he could still see people. I knew whare 
one gun position was so I returned with Sandy 08 and blew his sierra ewsiT. 
No further fire came that location. With the darkness around us, the =hangs 
of fire VUB very impressive. The Aal can throw a lot down when she needs 
to. We could see the returning fire, but die to our law altitude, it was 
not always possible to avoid it. Swede 08 was winester and headed out a-5c' 
toward the coast to the eaat„acting as a radio relay. I expended what I 
had left as we waited for a FAC to come out andietkeover. Finally a FAC 
arrived, and I passed command at 11552. While returning to Da Hang I passed 
all information had on to King and Queen. I requested that ordnance be put 
in all night, apecificall CBU 42 and 81,11 52, "BABP. Landing at Da Nang was 
at 1235Z. 

6. Once on the ground, Queen was immediately called with all informatien WS 
possessed and our request for ordnance with the explanation that it was 
essential for protection of the servietartio—n—all-y SVICO at HKP was 
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agreed to make a pick—up attempt. I briefed him thoroughly on the area 
and the threat, and also on how I wanted him to run in etc. He still 
agreed to give it a try. I never known the Army to turn u s down 1 
We executed with Sandy 01 leading the wayin marking with WP rockets. 
At 1555 the chopper got shot offp,sustaining ere damage. The fire wa ,3 
coming from a small gully/s*ream bea south of the villages and the river 
that the survivors were near. 

10. By this time m have to RTB for fuel. I paGsed over on scene colunend 
to Bilk 33 at 1610. We RIT'd to Da lang, landin at 1705 (MK? Local). 

. 	_ , 	. 
FRED 00 BOLI, Captain, [17.,F 
Sandy 01 
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entered. I rolJed out on heading parallel to the coast. 

6. Assistance was offered from the Nail FAC's, Jollyia, the Navy, and 
my fellow Sandy's. It was very comforting to be eurroanded and escorted 
by all my fallow aviators. A request for a foamed runway was pawed to 
Da NaAg tower by both the Jolly's and The Sandy's. I arrived and orbited 
just north of Da Nang at 1115Z. Foam was laid in a 21 x 4000' strip. My request was for a minimum of 75 x 2000'. The landing gear would not extend; 
ergo a normal nighto gear up, black-out, marginally controlable, zero in-
struments landing was made uneventfully. Mylweek; uere a little shaky, hut 
it was good to be able to "walk away from it". 

- 
DONALD E. MORSE, Captain s  USAF 
Sandy 03 
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fire reported by the Jolly Greens. Sandy 05 and 06 then RTBtd to Danang and 
with no PAC's in the area I asked King for ordnance and received a flight of 

F-4 1 0 (call sign unknown) carrying M5-82/s. I expended the F-4's on the Cam 

LO bridge along with a flight of VNAF A-37'a that were carrying MK-81' 6 . 
was trying to isolate the survivor and although one of the A-37's did hit the 

bridge damage to it was minor* A short time later, Mike 92 arrived on-scene 
and I showed the survivor's position to him and as I was getting ready to leave 
the area, Sandy 01 and 02 arrived on -scene. I proceeded to brief Sandy 01 on 
the situation, pointed out the survivor's position, and turned over on-scene 
command to Sandy 01. Sandy 03 and 04 RTBId to Danang and landed at 0620Z. 

4 April 1972 

Sandy.  07 - Captain t3urke 
Sandy 08 - Lieutenant Poseum 

We launched at approximately 0700Z and proceeded to the SAE area. Nail 38 had 
been shot down the previous afternoon by an SA.2 and Nail 38B was located about _ 
650 meters southeast of Bat 21B. I never had voice contact with Nail 38A although 
there were numerous intermittent beepers on guard in the area of the other two 
survivors. Sandy 01 and 02 had reeeested all available A-1's to launch for a 
possible pickup attempt and we held south of the wurvivorat position while Sandy 
01 briefed Sandy 03 on the situation. Sandy 01 had taken only light ground fire 
and felt that the area was ready for a recovery attempt. Sandy 03 was experienc-
ing major pliable= with his radios so Sandy 01 started to brief Sandy 05 to 
take over on-scene comeand. Sandy 05 was not able to read Sandy 01 and I decided 
to take the briefing and moved into the area directly over the survivoret. 
Sandy 01 pointed out the location of Nail 388 and also pointed out the areas 
that he thought were the source of the ground fire. Befere going any further, I 
would like to mention that during the time me were holding south of the area with 
Sandy 05 and 06 several SAM calla were heard and we hit the deck on all of them, 
Sandy 05 reported seeing two or three of the misfiles and all were thought to be 
SA-2 1 6. There was also a North Vietnamese artillery barrage in progress and we 
moved our holding point farther to the west. Just as Sandy 01 was completing the 
briefing, another SAM call was heard and we dove for the deck right over the 
town on the south side of the river east of Cam Lo* I took a small arms hit in 
the right wing and Sanely 08 took eeveral small arme hits one of which punctared 
the right feel tank. Sandy 08 immediately headed southeast and rendezvoused with 
Sandy 05 who had now regained his radios. I was going to retain oni.ecene eommand 
but with Sandy 08 hit and Sandy 05 able to cemmunicate I decided to peas 04;icens 
command to Sandy 05. before leaving the area, Sandy 07 and 08 expended rockets 
and C13U-25 on a group of huts to the east of Bat 21E as the FAG had reported 	- 
ground fire from there when the SAM call was heard. We made one pass and then 
RTBId to Danang landirr at 10007. 

6 April 1972 

Sandy 03 - Captain Burke (single ship due to Sandy ave abort for maintenance) 

Sandy 01 and 02 were airborne with Sandy 07 and 06 
attempt a pickup of both survivors. My wingman had 

and Sandy 01 had decided to 
a major hydraulic leak and 

 



were throwing ordnance all around the area he had been when he called 
ground fire. Sandy 01 directed the Jolly to turn south. Us VAS in a 
right hand turn, but it was far too shallow. The Jolly - vas coming far 
too close to the village area of Xam Thirong ID 171 609 (map # 2). Hie 
shallow turn continued while we were all trying to get him to ateepen it 
up and head soeth. He came very near the village of Then Bich Oiang as 
sell. Ho crossed the river now on a heading of southwest, shich was the 
mei-et to take. We told him to turn left which he finally did. We had no 
indication that he was hit until fire bboke out on the left side of the 
Jolly . He entered a steep left deeceeeing turn with parts of the aircraft 
(possibly parts of the rotor.) falling off. Ho impacted, burning, but still 
fairly intact and still in a left banee The aircraft buret into flames the 
instant that he hit the ground. No survivors were seen, no one was observed 
jumping from the aircraft before impact. No contact could be established. 
Sandy 01 turned over onecene command to the Nail FAO and briefed the Nail 
and the Bilk PAC's on mime to place their ordnace and ghat remaining a:nee 
he vented obliterated. The Sandy forces regrouped and Rntd to Da Nang. 
Sandy 05/06 landing at 10202. 

COMETS: 
It vas three days after the S&R kicked off that we MOWS first to learn 
/boat bhe threat and the invasion forces we were up against. The first 
day and night of the SC, 2 April 1972, the ground fire was hear/ but 
undisciplined. On the following flees, the first line troops were in the 
field. They had excellent commeeications. Sam calls were driving us into 
the small arma threat. Ground fire mee accurate and well disciplined. (is 
they waited for the best opertunity. it mould be vie, for hours and then 
the whole wand would erupt.) The NV A ewe very definitely monitoring and 
Jamming our communications. 

In addition to having to fly on the missions, it was necessary that we do 
all the planning and coordinating between all the elements Mnvolved in 
the SAR. Debriefing's one place, then embed to go debrief the same 
thing to the Bilks and Covey FeC , s. There was no rest only constant 
pressure. Da Nang it not set up to handle ame.htag even slightly out of 
the ordinary. There are no clear cut eeidelinee of responeibility set 
out for any of the many omanizatins who do become involved in a SAR 
effort. This should be a lesson, but the very same proble exists this 
very moment 

DONALD B. MRS; Captain, USAF 
Sandy 05, Fighter Pilot 
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who were rapidly exiting the area. 

8. At 0930 I mark the area for smoke and Sandy 03 puts in R beautiful smoke 
screnn. Sandy 02 begins to lead the Jolly in from the South. Once the final 4:0 
IP is crossed, the Jolly hit the deck and Sandy 05/06 are shooting up every.. 
thing all around the Jolly. The Jolly crossed the river and started to turn 34:6 
left behind the smoke scre% just then he began taking hits, just as I called 
for BAT 21 B to POP his smoke. Sandy 01 saw no orange smoke and by this time 
the Jelly had made a 180P tern and began backtraoking the planned egress route. 
All the =Mos were were placing ordnance all around the jolly and the area 
where he first called ground fire. The Jolly had his mike keyed thus block-
ing all transmissions to him. I repeatedly called Jolly turn south thrn right. 
Finally the Jolly responded and crocaed the river. Sandy 01 began straffing 
target 28 and crossed behind the jollyrom right to left, and pulled up on 
his left side. The Jolly bad overshot 'hie turn to the right and was now headed 
southwest. Sandy 01 directed "Jolly TURA SOUTH II° as he began to turn, a 
fire broke out above the left engine, beneath the in rotor. ?arta began 
coming , off the Jolly. The tail rotor seemed to separate and the Jolly crashed 
and burned. No survive were seen and no contact was established.. 

9. The SPIRT? exited the area RiTld t -,  Oh 77, landc&s.L at 1015. 

(3-,62e0 
FRED C. BOLI, Captain, USAF 
Sandy 01 
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damaged the craft that it crashed in a huge fireball a few kilometers south of the 
survivors. The fire was intense and lasted several days. There were never any indications 
of survivors. 

The Sandy pilots were shocked by the turn of events. The other helicopters were ready to 
move into the area and make another attempt. But Sandy 01, the leader of the taskforce 
was not willing to risk another aircraft. He aborted the mission. It was just too dangerous. 

The next day, another OV-10 supporting the rescue, call sign Covey 282, was shot down 
in the same area. The pilot, I Lt Bruce Walker, call sign Covey 282 Alpha, was on the 
ground and evading like the two earlier airmen. His crewman, US Marine 1Lt Larry Potts, 
was never heard from. With this news, General Abrams, the overall US commander in 
Saigon directed that there would be no more helicopter rescue efforts for the now three 
downed flyers. Instead, a ground team was formed to attempt to infiltrate through enemy 
lines and pick them up. It was planned and directed by US Marine Lt Col Andy 
Anderson, and lead by US Navy SEAL LT Tom Norris. From 10 through 12 April, the 
team operated through enemy lines and rescued lLt Clark and Lt Col Hambleton. They 
also intended to rescue I Lt Walker. But on the 18th, he was discovered by Viet Cong 
troops and killed. The rescues were over. Later, Lt Tom Norris would get the Medal of 
Honor for the mission. 

This was the largest sustained rescue operation of the war. Over 800 airstrikes, to include 
B-52s, were put in in direct support. Numerous helicopters, A-is and forward air 
controller aircraft were shot down or damaged. A total of eleven men were killed. But it 
was all done in the best traditions of the rescue forces. Their motto was: That Others May 
Live . During the war, they rescued 3,883 downed American or allied airmen, sailors, 
marines and soldiers and made it possible for them to return home. 

And finally, we welcome you home, Jolly Green, and salute you proudly for a job well 
done. 

Darrel Whitcomb 
Author  -  The Rescue of Bat 21 
To be published, Spring, 1998 by the Naval Institute Press. 
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