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DATE: 2 April 1972 DECLASSIFEID
MISSION NUMBAR: A-3-028/2

MISSION CBJECTIVE: Blue Ghost 28
FLIGHT DESIMN, IiON: Jolly Green 67
LOCATION: Approxim tely l647H 107198
SAVES: 2 Combat Saves

1. Summary of SAR Actisns: At Q7302 Jolly Greeon 67 and 65 wevre scrambled

on a feet wet SAR (Nail 81, 0V=10)., At 07352 JG 67 and 65 were airborne and
proceading feet wet toward ‘meng Tri. deether for take off was 1000 fset
overcast and visibility 4 to 6 miles and h&?e. Ho difficulty was encountared
enroute, At 07457 vwe were adviged that 2 US Navy destroyer had picked up
Neil 81, but we were to remain on scene fov a vogeible extraction of US
Advisers at (uang Tri. During this time Bat 21 (&B=66) wes reported down

11 HY Northwest of usng Tri and a SAR wes initiated. At approximately
1050Z we heard Blue Ghost 28 (All«1G) veport over gusrd frequency that ne was
hit and wing man Clus Ghost 39 wes going down, Blue Shost 28 revorted he had
lost tail rotor eontrol and slso was losing main transmission eil. As he came
aut of the mouth of the Cua Viet river I Joined in formstion with him. IHe
reported he was loging his flight controls and was going Lo land on the boach
approximately 2 miles south of the river, He landed in a marshy arsa approx-
imetely 100 yards inland. 1 also l:nded in the marsh and the two survivors
vere on bosrd within 15 gsconds. A% 11002 T wes airborne agnin and holding
feat wet., At 11157 I proceaded to FPhu Bal %o rafusl and drop off the sur-
vivors. By the time refueling was comdlete 1t was dark and the Bat 21 survi-
vor had been bedded down for the nizghts At epproximstely 12007 Jolly Green
A7 and 65 returned to Daleng,

2: Ggll Sign Sorties
JG 67 L
JG 65 1

3. Unknown

4e Unknown

5. dolly Gresn 67

AC - Capt Hodney S, Griffith AC = lpjor Gerald J. Lenge
CF - Capt Douglas A. Peck CP ~ Capt Gary A. Dake
Hh - T8zL Doy B, Prater i - 86zt Willlem A, Simm

Sgt: Robert L. La Pointe Rs = T3zt allen J. Avery

ALC Michrel A, Aille A3 = ALC Villiem R. Pesrsen ~//f
/ - 2
/L-t (‘p/d o :

RODNuY Sa uRILLITﬂ { ptmin USAF
Alrceraft Commander, Jolly &raen 67
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ground forces. Contsct was lost with Covey 282 on 18 April after
he had evsded capture for 11 days. BA21B spent 11 deys on the
ground and Neil 38B spent & deys on the ground. After initisl
pickup sttempts failed the Sendys mede seversl madden kit drops
to the survivors and passed coded movement instructions to the
survivors.

While the SARs south: of the DMZ continued, Bengal 505A (Navy
A-5) was shot down esst of Tchepone. Despite bad weather and a
lac;c of sir mesources Bengel 505A was rescued after four days,

On 10 April Musket O1 (F-4) was downed northwest of the
"Catcher's Mitt." Both survivors were muickly rescued when the
SAR forces sncountered no opposition in the eres.

On 53 fpril contact was made with Cosmic 16B (RF-4) west of
Dong Hoi. . The aircraft hed been downed by a SAM three days earlier
snd 16B had sperit the time moving to a safe ares, After four days
delay because of bad weather snd despite & lsck of sip resources,
the Sandys led the Jolly Greens in for a successful pickup from
deep in North Vietnam. At least two SAMs were fired st the rescue
forces during the pickup but excellent plenning thwarted all enemy
defenses,

On 29 April Scorpisn 115 (VNAF 4-37) was shot down south of
Quang Tri (300/31/69). During the sesrch for the VNAF survivor
two Army helicopters were shot down in the same ares, After di-
recting the rescue of eight Army crewmen from both helicopters
the Sandys resumed the SAR for the VNAF pilot. Duwe to a lack of
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resources the area co mm?fm the Jolly Creens

but & pickup waa sttempted with VNA helicopters. Contact with
the survivor, who was wounded in the stomsch, wes lost several
hours before the VYNA' helicopters made their rescue attempt.
They hovered over the chute for 20 seconds &nd departed the sres
when no survivor was seen. ARVN ground troops with btenks within
200 meters of the survivor refused to sttempt a rescue., Rescue
sttempts were called off the mext morning when contsct could not
b pegeLied Wit the Supviver,

For the first time since last dry season, survivors were not
rescued after radlo contact wss estsblished. The location of the
\mluf:ky- survivors, in the middle of 3 enemy divisions, snd the
lack of air resources csused the rescus attempts to be unsuccess-
ful. |

The FCL at Ubon was closed and ons st Dien Hos with two Seniys
wes opened during April. During the latter part of April, A1
strike missions were sent to strike around "uang Tri with turn
arounds at Da Neng. Up to 10 aircrafts stsged ocut of De Neng on
some days, Tsrgets ronged from tanks amd APC's to bridges,

3 Jpril seven Semlys and tw Jolly Creens took bettle dem-
age on rescue attempts for BAT 21B. One aircraft flown by Capt
¥orse had a wing fire causing & loss of hydraulic pressure. Capt
¥orse made & successful night gesr-up landing but the wircraft

was declared class 26.
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conboc! ‘g losh @wibh 4% mithin 172 hours, A trevenisgs S0 effTerd
was mot ad by all undits involved, The enemy had moved into the area

and was wall fortified.
driven- of £ by heavy ground fir~.

attermpt.

pesed «° ARVY Rongers and US Morine advisors.
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Several attempts were made for rescue, each
Ona CH-53 and crew was lost on one
On 11 April, rescue c{ 338 was accomplished by a team come
Nail 3& is listed as

1 ‘actilon,
. [3) On 25 May, 1972, Nustic 124 (Lt James W, Twaddle, ITI,
sk 31, Shaw)} was downe” “+ a SA-7 SAM southeast of Quang Tri

Both crewmer .3 ejected successfully and were
trmodiately by ARVN b-licopters operating in the area,

"L '3) On 30 June, 1972, 141 37 (Lt Brwin Steincamp) was
downed > 1 5A-7 SAM due south ¢ Juang Tri in South Vietnam,
Ejacti~n w23 cuccessful and ¢y~ o~her was on the ground about 90

minupta™,

73 gvaded imminent ¢~ o and was picked up by a US Army

hetient Cne helicopter creov—~thar suffered a serious wound and
tha b ~tor mugstained light ¢ ~27e. |

T. ' Marin- the past quartr- *ha 23rd TASS participated in many
rorsusr 1 regsus attempls,

W On T April, 1972, 1 (2B-66) was downed by a Si-2

SpY Jv' wuth of the MMZ in So' " Vletnam, Contact was established
witi ' '3 enly, As the SAR r~--messed, BLUB CHOST 03 (UH-1) also
went ¢ S1th no survivors. The raxt day (3 April) NAIL 38 (Lt
Wit taw 0 sAppson and LY Mark Y. "Tork) was downed by another SA-2
SA% in tmmediate vieinity. Fact was egtablished with both
erovme +, hovaver after 12 b~~~ ~ontachk with 381 was lost,
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An e 5\3 rrasressed inbe £ie th of inril, COVEY 282 (77-10) was

alan dowmed. Contact was maint "#ed for 11 days and then lost,
Crewmember prosumed captured, 0 enemy had pushed its battls line
farther sonthward by this tim~ anl all survivers wers located behind
enewy lines. Beveral attempts 'or rescue were made, each driven off
by iatonse ground fire. One Jc 1y Green was lost with the entire

erew cn ona atiempt, Madding £ 4 were employed, as well as area de-
nial cvdnanco. Rescue of NAIL ~ 7 wag effected by an ARVN Bright
Ligh* %oan on 11 April, BAT 2'B wao picked up by the same team within
tha naxt fw. dage, Logsas incl dndtma CE~53 with crew, and several
aireralt damared by ground Pire '

"L(%) e b Aprdly 1972, T PIRE L6 (QUW22B) suffered an englne
failwr= 271 the pilob was force” ©H bail out east of Dong Hene in
sou*arn Taos.  Wail 12 (Capt Robert H, Willds) was vectored by
gronn? rolar 4o the survivor's ‘meadiate wvicinity at 1845L, Nail 12
then torned on lits alreraft ex* ~lor lights and was immediately
spetto Wy bhe survivor, The s »="» light was used for the pickup,
bub o e Bhe Zow altituds of Y 0 vescus forces Mail 12 had to vector
the “=1s for topards the surviver. “hen the holicopter vas close,
L mamrtyan preonel 2 gnele flesy fap Pinal acqulsition, Pic'ap uas
gor=Teta L by 1218, without oppa~'tien. o lossez/damaces sustained,

() A+ 17000 o0 9 April, 1772, .3ZNGAL 505 (A-6) was downed
by e Ties 50 northeast of 7 vrone in southern laos. Yail 12
{ap* » om0 TIEILlis and Capt Iy Steincamp) located the survivor's
pogition of Tirst 1ight on the "Oth, Mail 12 took a direct hit in the

w L. e TN S i s T . L , | :
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MISS!ON NARRAT!VES

This auarter the 37th ARRSq was imvolved in nine successful
combat SAR's., The squadron picked up 143 peoole in these

nine SAR's, One aircraft and crew were lost due to intense enemy
ground fire.

SAR activity beganen 2 Apr 72 when ar EB:E6, call sign Bat 21,
was downed just morth of Cam Lo, RVN, Radio contact was esta:
biished with one survivor and the 3AR for Bat-21B began., On 3
AoriT Jolly Green 65 and 66 attempted a pick up, but due to
intense ground fire in which they sustained major battle damage,
they were unable to rescue the downed pilot. Aga?n-oﬁ 6 April

another pick up was attemoted by Joiiy Green 67 and on this at-
temoted oick up Jelly Green 67 was dowied by heavy enemy ground:
fire, Al six crewmembers were 1isted as killed in action. The
crevmembers ‘vere AC Cantain Peter H. Chapman 11, CP First Lieu?
tenant John H. Caiil 1il. Pararescue 3recialists Sergeant William
R. Pearson, and Technical Cergea-: Alien J. Avery. A combat
ohoteographer Sergeant James H. Al'ey was also on board., Bat 2]B
was Jater oicked up by other resources,

The first successful SAR of the guarter also began onm 2 Apr 72.
wolly Green 67 flown by Cacta’s Raodney . Griffith and Jolly
Green 65 flown by Major Gerald .., Lange were scrambled on a feet
wet SAR, Fifteen minutes after 67 and 65 were sirborne they were
advised that a U,S. Navy destroyer had picked up the Nail 8] su?:
vivors. While alrborne for the “set wet pickup Bat 21 was shat

down and the two aioha birds remaired airbtorne as a SAR was ini-
14
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garties per day., The situation in Quang Tri Province was
critical and the Americans used a large assortment of fire-
powers The Nails worked with Air Force, Army, Navy, and
Har;.he flyers, plus spotting for US Navy ships firing from
the Gulf of Tonkin, Nail crews supported many SARs during
this time and their roles will be discussed in the SAR sec-
tion of this chapt.elr..m2

(S) Pnemy missiles accounted for the three combat
losses, Early in the quarter, a SA-2 shot down Nail 38
while the aircraft was participating in the BAT 21B SAR.
BAT 21B and Nail 38B walked out from the midst of three
enemy divisions after more than a week on the grounds The
pilot of Nail 38, 1Lt William J, Henderson was listed as
MIA ag the gquarter ended, This SAR received worldwide cov-
erage in the news media and will be disgcussed in greater
detail in the SAR section of this chap’bar.mj The other
two (V-10A losses were shootdowns by the SA-7 Strella. All

crewmembers were recoverad from these two losses.

102, Ibid,
103, See SAR for Bat 21B and Nail 38B, this chapter,
page 108, U
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BAT 21B - NATL 38B

(¢) Bat 21 (an EB-66) was downed by an SA=2 just South
of the IMZ on 2 April; Baster Sunday of 1972, This was the
beginning of one of the most unsuccessful and costly IS&RS of
the Southeast Asian conflict. Though the tradecff in lives
and aircraft had a negative balance for this SAR, this fact
is hindsight, The reason for the failure was simply over-
whelming oppesition. It was not learned wntil later that the
SAR force was facing the full thrust of the 1972 NVA invasion
of Bouth ‘T-ieilmam. Not only werse there three enemy divisions
in the immediate area of the SAR objective, but the enemy had
brough;. with him a vast assortment of anti-aircraf weapons.

(C) The SAR started when a FAC, Bilk 3}, heard an emer-
gency beeper and contacted the survivor on the ground., It was
Bat 21B, the lone survivor of a crew of six. Two aﬁbome-
Sandys heard the transmissions and headed for the area, Ground
fire was heavy and the Sandys sustained battle damage while
expending ordnance around the survivor. Bilk 34 pulled off and
returned with three Army Cobra helicopters for a quick pickup
attempte Two of these:. helicopters were immediately shot down.

One helicopter exploded in the air but the crew of the other

was immediately rescued. Though darkness was approaching, the

123« 1st S80S and 23rd TASS Historical Data Reports, Also,

see SARCO Reports for Bat 21B, 2 Apr 72, (Doc 23) _
Yl G s 0l
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other pickup attempt was planneds No one had received ground
fire for guite some time and the FACs reported the area to be
very quiet, The first Jolly Green was brought in from the
South and headed toward Bat 21B!'s position, The helicopter
began taking ground fire and so began a wide turn to the right,
heading Eastward toward a village that had been the source of
previous ground fire. The Jolly Green was told repeatedly to
turn away from the village. It was thought that these trans-
missiong we.zifa not received because Sandys could hear the Jolly
Green pilot breathing over the radios, He was inadvertently
holding down his microphone button, This proved to be fatal,
because by the time he received the frantic calls from the
Sandys he was over the villages An engine was hit and parts
began falling from the helicopter. The aireraft struck the
groimd on its iei‘t- side and burst into flames. No survivors
were observed, Ground fire was well diciplined and the enemy
fired only when he was quite sure of getting the Jolly Green,
With this catastrophe, all attempts to rescue Bat 21B and
Nail 38B from the air stopped.

(S) Tne next day, Covey 282 was shot down behind enemy
lines, (oded messages were passed to the survivors telling
them that they must walk out and how they were to do it, On
11 April, Nail 38B reached a team of ARVN Rangers and US Ma-

rines on the South bank of the Cau Viet River., Two days later,
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On 2 April, one special problem on clearances to fire occurred when

7AF initiated a large scale Search and Rescue (SAR) effort, code

named Bat 21, in the Cam Lo area. An EB-66 had been downed by an SA-2
missile. At first, 7AF set up a "no-fire" zone 27 KM in radius which
virtually encompassed the entire area of operation (AQ). With enemy
divisions, including heavy artillery striking in the AD, the 3d ARVN
-were unable to return fire or request TACAIR in the area. Eventually,
some specific targets were struck by air and ground artillery, but only
rafter considerable delay in obtaining clearance. Although the "no-fire"
zone was later reduced, the area covered the center of the main NVA offen-
sive thrust. It was through this area that the enemy moved large concen-
.trations of artillery, tanks, and infantry, Still, the advantage to which
the enemy used the fire restriction can only be estimated. It is worth
anotmg that extensive SAR fire support was directed against enemy targets
:?:rthe restricted area, =

The SAR mission was faced with new problems as a result of the NVA

ypffensive. Because of the enemy environment, the normal SAR team could
}hot operate effectively. As demonstrated in the Bat 21 mission, enemy
Igrti?iery and weapon fire were serious threats to the slow-moving HH-53
dd11y Green helicopters, A-1 Sandy escort aircraft, and the OV-10 FACs.
}During the 11-day SAR effort (2 April to 13 April), SA-2 missiles downed
two QV-10 FACs, and ground fire caused the loss of a Jolly Green and its
oo 4g]

‘entire crew, The enemy in the SAR area now numbered in the thousands.

Jigh caliber automatic weapons and even artillery replaced the normal
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The U.S. Marine advisors shared this opinion and asserted that the USAF

|

requirement j% impose a "no-fire" zone around the downed aircraft resulted

in Ma critical restriction upon the defensive f;ge support plan all along

the Cam Lo J;ver and Mai Loc Combat Base line."

In another instance, a SAR "no-fire" zone was established near FSB
C-1 and Route 1, about 8 KM north of the Cua Viet River, This route was
being heavily used by NVA tanks moving toward Dong Ha. U.S. advisors on
the bridge at Dong Ha could observe the tanks moving south but were unable
“to fire into the zone. After 7AF lifted the restriction, the enemy was

. 43/
already south of the area in strength.

Another type of "no-fire" restriction was applied when short rounds
or even possible short round reports were received. On 4 April, there was
a reported short round striking a Vietnamese naval station located at the
mouth of the Cua Viet River. A FAC had directed naval gunfire and subse-
:ﬁuent1y TACAIR against seven enemy tanks fording a river. Four tanks
were destroyed and three forced into retreat to the north. I-DASC called
sff the strikes when it somehow received word that friendly troops were
being hit. The 3d Division TACP checked with the sector TACP and RF/PF
forces in the area, and learned that only one man was wounded in the
. engagement and that the probable cause of the casulty was from NVA tank
orhartillery fire. Neither the 3d Division nor territorial force command
w;was concerned about the incident.ég/ It is easy to see how confusion could

‘occur concerning short rounds during the beginning of the offensive., The
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Accomplishments (U)

(Q— From 1 April 1972 to 30 June 1973, SAR forces in SEA were
109 ™
credited with 365 combat saves and 120 non-combat saves. Since 1966, \

SEArrescue forces have been credited with 2,713 combat saves and 1,253
non-combat saves. This is a combined t6ta1 of almost 4,000 saves.

(U) The story of SAR is a complicated one as evidenced by the many
organizations and types of equipment involved. To best show the inter-
action of these diverse elements and to demonstrate the important aspects

and developments in SAR between 1 April 1972 and 30 June 1973, a number

of SAR missions are summarized in the following mission narratives.

Mission Narratives (U) %é

(€L Bat 21. On 30 March 1972, the NVA began a major invasion of n
SVN. Three days after this invasion began, an SA-2 5AM downed Bat 21 ;ﬂ
(an EB-66) in Military Region I. Seventh Air Force established a "no It
fire zone" 27 kilometers in radius encompassing most of the 3d Army of éﬁ
the Republic of Vieg?am (ARVN) area of operation (AO) and launched a g?
massive SAR effort. ’ éé

(EL~-This immense SAR effort, involving many different organizations,
lasted from 2 April to 13 April 1972 and employed as many as 90 aircraft
per day. During the SAR mission, two OV-10 FACs were lost to SA-2
missiles, and heavy small arms fire destroyed Jolly Green 65 of the
37th ARRSq, killing all six _cr'-_ewmembers.”1

(€ After the 11-day SAR effort, the Bat 21 crewmember was rescued

by a U.S. Marine team which arranged to secure the crewmember while he

38




(@—1 believe that it is a definite morale factor
that every person that flew over here felt that if he
was to go down that there was some chance he would be
rescued. However, 1 feel also that there was a tendency
on the part of the aircrews to expect that they must

be rescued above the requirements of the battle situa-
tion at any one time and as airmen or soldiers or
sailors we should expect that there are times when

as one person we must be sacrificed for the overall.

(@ Part of this controversy suggested that survivors must accept
additional burdens during extended SAR missions. Maximum use of E&E pro-
cedures was a must. Downed crewmembers could not expect to be rescued in
a short period of time if they were in a hostile environment. They would

. 116
have to empiuy the techniques taught in survival school.

(U) Qyster 01. Flying an F=4 (call sign Oyster 01) on 10 May 1972,
Major Robert A. Lodge and Captain Robert C. Locher shot down their third
MIG. Shortly thereafter, they were shot down by another MIG approximately
40 miles west of Hanoi. Although the pilot, Major Lodge, was never recovered,
Captain Locher, the weapons system operator, was rescued after 23 days of
E&E in North Vietnam. During the E&E, Captain Locher subsisted on fruits,

117

nuts, berries, and an ample supply of water. Captain Locher stated:

(U) One day I eyed a banana tree all day. It didn't

have any bananas on it, but remembered I could get

water out of it. Just before evening I stuck a hole

in it and got myself three pints of good banana water.
He was also able to obtain various vegetables by raiding native gardens.
Captain Locher continually changed his position in search of cover, food,
and water. He moved a total of 15 miles, but he was unable to make contact
with any U.S. aircraft. On 1 June, Captain Locher heard U.S. airplanes

conducting bombing missions. He knew that when the bombing ended, the

(—— 40
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BAT 21B =~ NATL 38B

(0) Bat 21 (an EL-66) was downed by an SA=2 just South
of the DMZ on 2 April; Baster Sunday of 1972: This was the
beginning of one of the most unsuccessful and costly SARs of
the Southeast Asian conflicts Though the tradeoff in lives
and aireraft hamw balance for this SAR, this fact
igs hindsight., The reason for the failure was simply over-
whelming opposition. It was not learned until later that the
SAR force was facing the full thrust of the 1972 NVA invasion
of South Vietnam., Yot only wers there three enemy divisions
in the immediate area of the SAR objective, but the enemy had
brought with him a vast assoriment of anti-aireraft weapons.

(¢) The SAR started whon a FAC, Bilk 3l, heard an emer-
Zency beeper and contacted the swrvivor on the ground. It was
Bat 21B; the lone survivor of a crew of six. Two airborne
Sandys heard the transmissions and headed for the area. Ground
fire was hoavy and the Sandys sustained battle damage while
expending ordnance arvound the survivor, Bilk 34 pulled off and
retwrned with three Army Cobra helicopters for a gquick pickup
attempt. Two of these helicopters were immediately shot down,
One helicopter exploded in the air but the crew of the other

was immediately rescued. Though darkness was approaching, the

123« 71st S0S and 23rd TASS Historical Data Reports, Also,
see SARCO Reports for Bat 21B, 2 Apr 72, (Doc 23) )
s . ﬂ
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Sandys continned to iselate the survivor, They finally win=
chastered and RTBod to Da Nang. Thus ended Day 1 of the Bat
21B SAR.

(C) while working above the survivor on the morming of
the second day, Nail 308 was also iowned by an 8A-2, However,
grownd fire in the immediate vicinity of the survivors (Nail
388 was only 650 meters from Bat 21B) was very light., It was
decided to attempt another pickup using Jolly Greens. The
first Jolly:creen received hits from ground fire so a dif-
ferent approach direction was planned, When the second he=
licopter also suffered battle damage it was decided to RTB
to Da Nang for furthur planning. A well diciplined enenmy,
intent on shooting down a helicopter, was on the ground. The
SAR force still did not know the enemy's true strength,

(¢) During the night contact with Nail 382 was lost.
Solid contaclt remained with Bat 218 and Nail 38Bs Back at
Da Nang, it was decided to thoroushly suppress the ground
fire before committing the helicovters again, The next two
days ware spont sterilizing the area with B-52, fast mover,
and Sandy ctrikes, On the first day of this sterilization
process two Sandys receive serious battle damage. One made
a gear up night landing at Da Nang, but the aireraft had to
be salvageds

(¢) On Day 5, after two days of pounding the area, ane
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other pickup attempt wig planned, Ho oro had veceived pround
fire for quite some time and Lhe FACs reported the area to be
very guiets The first Jolly Gresn was brought in from the
South and headed toward Bat 21B's position, The helicopter
began taking ground fire and so began a wide turn to the right,
heading Eastward toward a village that had heen ths source of
previous ground fire. The Jolly Green was told repeatedly to
turm away from the village. Tt was thought that these trans-
misgsions wef_-e- not received becaunss Sandys could hear the Jolly
Graen pilot breathing over the radioss He was inadvertently
holding down his microphone button. This proved to be fatal,
because by the time he received the frantic calls from the
Sandys he was over the willage. An engine was hit and parts
began falling from the helicopter, The aircraft struck the
ground on its Left side and burst into flames., No survivers
wers observeds Ground fire was woll diciplined and the enemy
fired only whon ho was quite sure of getting the Jolly Green.
With this catastrophe; all asttempts to rescue Bat 21B and

Nail 38B from the air stopped.

(8) The next day, Covey 282 was shot down behind enamy
Aina2s. Coded messages were passed to the survivors telling
them that they must walk out and how thoy were to d it, On
11 April, Nail 38B reached a team ol ARVN Rangors and US Ma-

rines on the South bank of the Cau Viet River. Two days later,
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On ﬁpril_z, 1972, &n EB-66 from Korat Air Base; Thailand, was on an
electronicg countermeasure mission over North Vietnam. At
approximately 0850 hours an E-105 pilet in the area observed a
surface to air missile fired from the vicinity of the Demilitarized
Zone separating North and South Vietnam which hit the EB-66, code
name Bat 21. The EB-66 was then seen to be trailing flames from
both wings and crash into Quang Tri Provinde, South Vietnam. No
one was seen teo eject from the aircraft but a single beeper was
heard.

Later, voice contact was established with Lieutenant Colonel Ieedl
E. Hambleton, fhe lone survivor, dnd he was rescued 12: days later.
He had no information that any other crewmen had survived., He
described how the surface to air missile struck below and behind
the navigator in the area of the aircraft's forward compartment.

He saw Major Bolte aftér the hit but did not know if he was able to
eject. All other crewmen were declared missing in action.
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