
DATE: 2 April 1972 

MISSION NU ;R: A-3-028/2 

MIS: ;ION OBJECTIVE: Blue Ghost 28 

FLIGHT DESIIN;TION: Jolly Green 67 

LOCATION: Approxim-tely 1647N 10719Z 

SAVZS: 2 Combat Saves 

1. Summary of SIR Acti)ns: At 07301 Jolly Green 67 and 65 were scrambled 
on a feet wet SAR (Nail 81, OV-10), At 07351 JG 67 and 65 were airborne and 
proceeding feet wet toward 41rng Tri. eather for take off was 1000 feet 
overcast and visibilty 4 to 6 miles and ha7,e. No difficulty was encountered 
enroute. At 07451 we wel'e advised that a US Navy destroyer had picked up 
Nail 81, but we were to remain on scene for a ooscible extraction of US 
Advisers at Wang Tn. During this time Bat 21 (Z11-66) was reported down 
11 NM orthwest of Quang Tri and a SAR wrs initiated. At approximrltely 
10501 we heard Blue Ghost 28 (A1i-1G) report over guerd frequency that he was 
hit and wing mn Uue Ghost 39 was goinr; down. Blue Ghost 28 re: ,orted he had 
lost tail rotor control and also was losing main transmission oil. As he crtre 
out of the mouth of the Cua Viet river I joined in formation with him. He 
reported he was losing his flight controls and was going to land on the beach 
approximately 2 miles south of the river. He landed in a marshy area approx-
imately 100 yards inland. I also 1-nded in the marsh and the two survivors 
were on bocrd within 15 seconds. At 11001 I was air borne again and holding 
feet wet. At 1115Z I proceeded to Phu 3ai to refuel and drop off the sur-
vivors. Hy the time refueling was comolete it was dark and the Bat 21 survi-
vor had been bedded down for the night. At approximrtoly 1200:; Jolly Green 
A7 and 65 returned to DaNeng. 

2.  Call Sign Sorties 

JG 67 1 
JG 65 1 

3.  Unknown 

4.  Unknown 

5.  Jolly Green 67 

Hours 

s . 5 
; 6.0 

idta0c
aeal  f4,7 

sv6asCT 	

vicp:rttt- 

,SCOEIT 312Y

,11:652,  

AVS V3k7t-c_•

:rc:Ars.:!.;T:s) 
la TWO 

11P.1.111;70  

Jolly 

 

Green WAS5Ivii,D,J1 

AC - Capt Rodney S, Griffith 	AC - Najor Gerald J. Lnnge 
CP - Capt Douglas A. Peck 	CP - Capt Gary A. Dake 
RN - TSgt Boy D. Prater 	Hh - Sagt Alliam A. Simm 
RS - Sgt Robert L. La Pointe 	/s - TSgt Allen J. Avery 

/ 

- AlC MichPel A. Aille 	RS - AlC Alliam R. Pearson 
/7 	; ■ //' ' 

RODN 	7EY 3. RIF2ITH,(' ptain, USAF 
Aircraft Commander, Jolly Green 67 
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ground forces. Contact wis 	with 7;;;;;727on 1 pril after 

he had evaded capture for 11 days. BiT21B spent 11 days on the 

ground and Nail 38B spent 0 days on the ground. After initial 

pickup -attempts failed the sandy* made several madden kit drops 

to the survivors and passed coded movement instructions to the 

survivors. 

While the SARs south: of the DMZ continued, Bengal 505A (Navy 

A,6) was shot down east of Tchepone. Despite bad weather and a 

lack of air vesources Bengal 505A was rescued after four days. 

On 10 April Musket 01 (F-4) was downed northwest of the 

"Catchers, Mitt." Both survivors were quickly rescued when the 
- 

SAR forces encountered no opposition in the area. 

On 23 April contact was made with Cosmic 16B (RF-4) west of 

Dong Hoi. The aircraft had been downed by a SAM three days earlier 

and 1613 had spent the time moving to a safe area. After four days 

delay because of bad weather and despite a lack of air resources, 

the Sandys led the Jolly Greens in for a successful pickup from 

deep in North Vietnam. At least two SAMs were fired at the rescue 

forces during the pickup but excellent planning thwarted all enemy 

defenses. 

On 29 April Scorpian 115 (VNAF A-37) was Shot down south of 

Quang Tri (300/31/69). During the search for the VNAF survivor 

two Army helicopters were shot down in the same area. After di-

recting the rescue of eight Army crewmen from both helicopters 

the Sandys resumed the SAR for the VNAF pilot. Due to a lack of 




