Red Guns

Zero inon
Specires

By HiM WILLENSON

Rﬁtd‘;n:\' (UL — The down-
ing of twe ACLID “Specire” gun-
ships over Lans ln the past two
days ¥ m sereus gethack for the
L5, Air Foree campadgn fo alop
Communksi auﬂ;ull.es flawing
down the o Chi Minh Trall —
sl poasibly for Vietnamization
s well — piililary sources gay. .
‘Lpless  dhe Alr, Force can
TOmE up quis:l:lt: with a way (o
defend the lumbering 350 mike-
mo-hour gunships from the sue-
face b0 -mir misstles and the
desdly Mmom ack-ack that shol
down the twn planss Wednesday
and Thursday, the heacl may be

i oout oot of fhe intenlicto pro-
“Upram  codenamed “lgloo

- White." . There < aren’l e
" Bpectres aveilahic l{! rl.fk s04-
tminad losses. .

Tha :trodhla is - that lhr
.- Bpectras "— Bl smatler ACTER
"Etinger’ companion  gunships
— have been gperaling o what

htr Foree souarces Like o nail a

o “permissive ' enviranment
'-m.ﬂllar_'.r JATEDR Imeaning l.11-e3.r
weren’t shot B! very securaiely.
“Buddeniy the  trail | envicems
cment has bocomoe much  less
“permiszive.'’ Ome ACI0 was
hit by a SAM fired frein near
Tchepone in south cenlral Laoss
eotly Wednesday meindng, aod
Cwent down with 14 aboard. e
~That contd have been & lucky
ghaot. . It Elso could have heen
caused by some modifications in
Cthe BAMI to make it more effec:
tive ‘ngainst low and slow  ait-
crafl, military sources saﬂ
* A second Speotre was bt by
Bimm fire well sooth af Tehe,
pone lute Thorsday night. Tta 13
prenwmen parachutesd and wers
reacued, but the 7 million pline
war lagi
Although the cofmmand sayrs
ﬂbE ACTHs Bl were  Elying
*mormal” missivns asoof Friday,
& few more days like Wodnesday
and Thursday and it 35 dead cer-
tain they wan't be — there jusi
apren't that many avaitable, -
And i e Specires hawo o
quil  abacking the  iraeil, the
threal of sigulficant Commnanisi
actlan all over Souih Vielnam
and Cambadia will be vastly in-
creazed.
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