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RESCUE By Ben A. Van Etten 

There are certain dates in a lifetime of events that stay etched in your memory. I can vividly 
remember,  for example, my wedding day, where / was the day that JFK was assassinated, and 
other events important to my family. .not her thrne was the 18Th of March 1972. 

1 was the pilot on an H-34.r helicopter fcrAir America, Inc. 4 started as a routine flight from Udorn, 
Thailand to Pakse, Laos. My passengers were mainly flight crews "deadheading" up country for a 
crew rotahcn. I was scheduled to remain six days in Pakse. 'King" was the call sign of the Ai!,  Force 
airborne conrrciler for search and rescue (SAR, msslons in ..acs. I was about ten minutes from 
landing lbr refueling in Savanaket, Laos -when Xg' broadresteo a 

•nessage for ny ,4r .4mertca h&icc,cter .• Se'.enaket a'ee fhat might be available to helo 
rescue a downed ot." 

Normally the military took care of their own SARs, but AirAmerica made many rescues simply 
because we were in the area. Some times the Air  Force was its own worst enemy because by the 
time birds were scrambled, rWed, cover provided, MEG cap provided, and authentication 

of the downed pilot (as I) Ithe enemy would stage a fake crasn) were made, he'd probably be 
oapured. On two other occasions I'd picked up a downed crew, moved them to a safe area, and 
flnaiiy the mi/itary wuid make their pick p. I responded that i could be evailable, after refueling. 

I was given a radio freouencyto contact "Sandy crie'once I evas back in the air. He would oe the on 
scene ccmrnnndcr directing the rescue operation. The downed aircraft was an CV-ICI fcrward air 
controller (FAO out of Jetnsm. it had been shofrown byAA over route twenty three (part of the Ho 
Chi Mm Trail) about 40 miles east of Savanaket. The crew was hiding on the east side of the road, 
wrcn w's aiive w 4r -rsss'vs AA actiwt.K a"d a q..ic.c n ckp could avert certain cao#ure by the 
NVA 

I contacted Sandy one' shortly after takeoff and was advised tD head east tO route twenty three and 
taKe up an orbit, but don't cross the mao 

"Hotel 70, my cal" sign, "Rogers.' S&rdy one and Sandy two were a flight ofAlE Sky Raiders and 
normally escort the 01-153 (Jolly Green 'Giant) rescue helicopters. 

As / flew closer to the area / could hear Sandy one talking to the downed pilot over the UHF guard 
frequency. He was OK, but the NVA soldiers were starting to look for him. 

I might add at This point that Marcn 1s the height of the 'smc.y" season when the farmers in that part 
of the world slash and burn, clearing areas of the Jungle for planting the next seasons crops. 
Visicillty on that day, because of the smoke, was down to about one mile with no ceiling. 

U  ew up to route twenty three and began an orbit when I called Sandy with my position. 1 also 
requested the coordinates of the downed airman, which he refused to pass. "Besides, " he said, "the 
Jollies were on the way and would be mekng the pickup." 

Thai was just tThe with me and my crew. We didn't relish the :dea of flying thrcugh 37mm AA not to 
men oon he 2mm and 1 2 . 7's That were reported n the area. 

hearo :'e Joi.g ca1' Sandy wt? an TA of f'fteen minutes Sendy replied with "co ntnue 
inbound while I descend toward The target c get a visual on The downed pilot." 

A few seconds later Sandy's wing man eporteo ground fire oirected tcward Sandy ane .Saricv 

http://:i:iers.org/vn-historyThitroitrn1 
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replied with "Roger, I heard the shots, but didnt take any huis. Even though! was only a mile or so 
away from the pickup point, I had yet to see the Sandes because of the smoke 

e r;exL raTh transmiss;on was thorn one of the Jilies saying n ervous sounding VOICe that 
ne neededzo RIB (ratm to base) eecase of a tuctuating gauge (orobably fli biod pressure). 
Number two carne back with 'Th right behind you. ' He scundec re;[eved. 

called Sandy again and requested the coordinates. He was going to make another pass over the 
aree and wcud get beck to me. Again Sandy two broadcasted 'Youe receIving fire. Sandy one 
answered, `Vv Ceen n anc .!'m• on fre ;rterjec:ea at thai ooint o turn to 270 before oemn out. 
'Negative, I'm rieeiin scutn ano ejecting right nowi Obviously, I wanted him to head west toward 
as and bail out cr the west side of route twenty three. We hadn't had a visual on him yet. As he was 
making his last ransm:ssion I turned the JHF horning svAtc that showed his position from us as 
CBC. was orbiting at 3000 feet and nosed over to descend to tree top level, before crossing the 
'OCC. 

Ins other tWO crew members (ca.r, 3. Ruck, my cc-piat, and Eliaht Mechanic Jim Nakarnctc) 
both agreed to go on with the rescue. There was no doubt that this one could definiteiy turn into a 
rotten sandwich. UWe eJlneedetc be on me same sheet of mus1c 

Another ir America H34 ore-wed by Fill! Jonson and Dave Anketherg arrived as my backup arid 
would remain in orbit west of the 'treY while I went in for the pickup- 

9 

Dickup- 

W OV9 were low leve; with t-ho wheels inches from the tree tops, heading 080, pulling lots of power, 
mairta ''ig 'ix air seec (acove V\ - o doot, When we crossed route nine,  which see"ed 'Ike 
a four4aee higri way, ve were exposed mucn longer than wed anticipated. 

It took shout ten to flfteen seconds tc cross! The "packer facor was also "red lined, " but we never 
heard a shot! deck o'.'er the trees we creathed a bit easier. 

Looking ahead through the smoke and haze we cci!d see the fire and black smoke bellowing from 
Sandy's wreckage. 1 turned a few degrees left figuring that the plane probably flew on for a few 
seconds after the pilot ejected. 

About that time Sandy one sailed on his survival radio that he could hear us and that we were 
headed straight fr h/rn. I spotted his ocCnge parachute and noted with some dismay that he was 
nanging about fifty feet up in a tree! settled to a 'cw hover ever him for a hoist pickup with the 
Jungle penetrator. Jim operated the hoist as hovered the aircraft. .SJ. had his Uzzi, loadea, or, his 
lap, watching out the left side (As if The Uzzi would do us much good against a squad of pissed off 
NVA soldiers with AK47s,! Sandy two was in a tight orbit over us. We felt good about that, those 
AlE's packed a lot of fire power! The pilot !NCS  looking up at us with a big grin as Jim worked the 
hoist to lower tnc enetrator. .. was think:ng it was a bit early for celebration, we had a long ways to 
go. 

This pa,Vcu!r hoist only had one speed, slow. it seemed to take forever for it to get to him 

Meanwhile, we were expecting the bac guys to come running out of the jungle with guns a blazing. 
Under the triple canopy the ground appeared open. Jim came over the intercom and advised us that 
our grinning pilot couldn't reach the panetrator! Jim was trying to swing it to him, but because of the 
dense tree foliage, it,  wasn't happening. Aoout that time we heard the first round explode above ust 
I'm not sure if 'Charley was shooting at our cover AlE or was tryThg to lob an air burst at us. 
Anyway, times were a bit tense. 

We retrieved the hoist while the pilot was abie to rappel t-- the ground, unhook from his survival 
pack, and move to a more open area. We moved over him ageTh, lowered the per,etrator, he hooked 
up and we began the extraction. A second explosion was heard overhead. It sounded close! To add 
to our concerns, the 30 mn ate low fuel light had been 

10/2 i/0O 
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illuminated for approximately 20 minjtes. We fihaly got him into the aircraft and figured that wed 
been hovering there for 34 minutes! Luck was with us, the bad guys were stli a no show. 

,, gave  "King" a call to /et nim know we had "Sandy one" on board and were heading cur. 

King advised s not to re-cross in that area, but to head soufh and cross the road near the town of 
Sara van where it was safer. UnforunateIy we were too low on fue; to a,. far. /f we were going to run 
out of gas, the west side of the road was our best ooticn. I advised "King" that wed have to cross at 
the same area where we came in. I'' radioed to have a drum .cf fuel brought out. After crcssi-ig 
route twenty three (again without inc/den V we rendezvoused with the other chopper, In.ed in a 
field, an hand puirpea 55 gallons of gas into what must have been only fumes left in the tank. 

Wile we were refueling, we were elf feeling pretty good about saving tfle downed pilot, but mainly 
we were glad tc still be alive. Being the nice guy! am, (decided to have a little fun with the plot. 
her, was a rumor going around f'w/Th the Air Force that Air America crews received a $10000 

bonus when we recovered a downed airman Not true. I got with the pilot and told him that we 
wouldn't be taking him direct!y back re his base (NKP, Thailand and would be going on to 

Pakse Of course at inat point anythThç i said wu!d have been tThe with h1m (further expisired the 
he was worth an grand to me and my crew ana we hadn't been paid for our /ast rescue Sc we 
wanted to make sure we turned him cier tc the rignt persofl to get credit for the bonus. He bought it 
all, hook fjne and sinker. 

With in an hour we landed at the Fakse Airport, turned the happy pilot over to his Air Force 
representative, and reported in to our "custcmer, ' Jim But/er. Jim (call sign "Grey Fox) fold us to 
assemble in the briefing room. We hac' a mission (exfi11 in the Bo!ivans plateau Another hot --re to 
finish out the day, 8 March 1972. 

http://ra;ters.og/vn-hisiory/kntrohrn 10/2 1 /00 
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JOLTY G}tE 61 

(C) At 11Ot, on 28 March, Jack declared a SAR for Jolly 

Green 61, a rescue helicopter 1' the 4Ot) ARRS stationed at 

NXF. The chopper was down in iorthorn Cambodia, 140/70/62. 

Sandy-s /06 were launched from Ubon to join Jolly Greens 60 

and 61 who were already at the scene. Jolly Greens 60 and 64 

had been flying formation with (1 Sandy-s 7/18 were launched 

from DaNang 162. 

(C) Shrtly after 1300L, Jolly Green 60 reported sighting 

a parachute in a tree and at 13 L, a PJ was deployed. The PJ 

found the tail section of the IL-fated helicopter, but no signs 

of life Shortly before thOOL, Jolly ireen 64 took ground fire, 

lost a system, and egressed the Now low on fuel, Jolly 

Green 60 had. to RTB.  163 

(C) Two other Jolly Greens replaced 60 and at 1430L Sandy,- 

01102103 and 04 took off from NKi-. At 16115L the wreckage was 

still burning. Another PJ was deployed negative results. 

At 1720L, the PJ returned to his elicopt"r and the SAP, was ter-

minated for lack of an objective. 

(c) it wis later surmised at Jolly Green 61 had probably 

been shot down. lelbcopter crews htc1 noted on previous occasions 

162. SAICO report for Jolly Green 61, 28 Mar 72, (Doc 68). 
163. Ibid. 
164. Ibid. 
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that ihen enemy gunners shot at licopter formations they chose 

the last as their target. They 1so walked their Lire up from 

the rear of the target chopper. It wao thought that they finally 

succeeded with the possible shootdown of Jolly Green 61. 165 

165. Tntvw, Wing Historian with Lt Col C. E. Bx1andon, 
10th ARRS Commander, 10 April 72. 

Ctl ENT1AL 
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PP.O1: 1st SOS (Haj Miller 2010) 

SUBJECT: SARCO Report for Jolly Groan 61 

TO: 56 SOW (DO) 

1. SARCO was notified at 1150L, 29 March 1072, that a SAR 
had boen dec1arxJ for Jolly Grccn 61. Tho approxir.ato 
location was given 140/73/82. Sandy OS & 06 had been 
launched by Jaci froi tjbon at 1149L. Jolly Green 60 64 
were at the 5CeflC. 

2. Two more Sandy aircraft were requested and Sandy 07 FT  08 
•.re ]nched ro DaNan ;.t 1215L. aniy 05 encountered some 
difficulty and Sandy 05 wa airborne alone at Ch 93. Jack 
was advieJ not to send Sandy 05 to the scene by himself. 
Sandy 06 did get airborne and both aircraft prodeeded to the 
scene at 1224L. Sandy 07 & 08 were airborne from DaNang  at 
1240L. 

3., Jolly Green 60 reported sighting a parachute in a tree at 
1307L with no ovoment obsorved At 1315L a pararoscue i1an 
was deployed to check on the parachute and soo other parts of 
tho wreakage. It was reported hack. that no one was in the 
chute and the tail section had been founds 

4. At 1355L, Jolly Green 64 reported taking ground fire and 
the loss of an aircraft system. Io was escorted to a safe 
area by Sandy 07 & 08. 

S. Sandy 01,02,03, 04 were launchoi to replace the on-scene 
aircraft. Sandy 01 02 were airborne at 1430L, 03 04 were 
airborne at 145L. 

5. Sandy 07 4 08 escorted Jelly Green 64 to Pakse and then 
RTB'd to CL 89. Jolly Green 60 RTd to Ch 93 and two other 
Jolly Greens were then at the scene. 

7. At 1645L the wreakage was still burning. A P.J. was again 
deployed to search the area. Nothin was found of any survivors. 
At: 1720L the P.J. was back on, board the Jolly Green. 

S. All SAR forces RTB'd at 1740L. Sandy 01 P1  02 recovered 
at CL 93, and Sandy 03 04 recovered at Ch 89. SAR terminated. 

28 March 197Z 

CRAIG V. MILLER, ajor, USAF 
SACO,.1st SOS 



DATE: 27 MARCH 1972 

MISSI(HJ UlWER B-3-(XL 

FLIGHT DSI GATI0N: Jo .1 i y Grec ri 52 

GBJECTIVE: Search arid EvaliuiLion of Cras 3-1--lit - J: fly Grecn 61. 

MISSION NMUAT IVE: Initial noti fl co Lion oaoc through tenant at 1200L tha U a 
Jolly Green EIH-53C had experienced di-fflculticr, and we were directed to launch. 
Jolly Green 52 and Jolly Green 62 rcponded and were airborne at 1205L. The 
coordinates of the crash sight were passed while we were e.nroutc to TACAN 
Channel 82. The crash sight wa on the l/0 degree radial for 63 N.M. using 
Channel 02. This was a straight line distance of 234 N.M. from Nuklion Phanein 
West (NKF). There were thunderstorms enrto and also gun emplacements which 
precluded a direct flight from Nakhon Pharnrri Wrnt. Eases of the clouds were 
approximate]-{ 5000' enroute until we apnroichod Mukclahan where the cumulus 
clouds and thunders Lorms intennif.ied which reduced visibility and the base cf 
the cloutls. Jolly Green 52 and Jolly Green 62 arrived at the crash sight at 
1350L. Jolly Green 60 from NKP and Jolly r(en 64 from Oanang were both nerr 
the crash sight; (The orginal mission was to escort Jolly Green 64 from South 
Vietnam to Thailand). Jolly Green 60 was low aircraft in the crash sight area 
and Jolly Green 64 was high cover. Sandy (AILE) cover was near Jolly Green ( 
as was a King (C130) aircraft, During the search and crash sight evaluatier 
by Jolly Green 60, both Jolly Green 60 and 64 were shot at from enemy ground 
emplacements. They were driven off and both thouht their aircraft was j 
damaged. Jo] ly Green 52 and King 22 oscor I 'i.I 'Jolly Green 60 and headed for 
Channel 93; Jolly Green 62, Sandy I and 2, and King 35 escorted Jolly Green 
64, who had the nest scv'ro aroh]em, and laded for Pake. After recovery 
of Jolly Green 60 and (4, Jolly Green 52 cr1 Jolly Green 62 were refueled 
by lang 35. Jolly Green 5,1.1 and Jolly Gren 62 then proceeded back to the 
crash sight, escorted by 3andy 5 and U. Te area was again surveyed by the 
Sandy pilots. higher headquarters reque.s..-  J that a Jolly Green aircraft 
re-enter and evaluate the crash sight and the area where two parachutes wer 
located. la3o that a pararoscue man be lc:.-:'- red to lo,-!k for survivors and 
get first hand information or anjh]ng wiJ1 1  wou].q assist in further plan-
ning. However, to avoid every poosrhi ity F further ground fire and not t 
deploy a pararescueman IC there was danger of getting hLin hurt. Jolly Gree 
52 was low aircraft and •JuT.y Green 62 To:; 1 ned high during the events whic 
followed. Sandy 5 and 6 directed and escrLed Jolly Croon 52 to the par-
achutes and crash sight,. We arr]cd in tl' area at 1645L and a hover was 
establishcd over the First parachute at l6,Ui. A pararescuonoon was 1owere 
and he oearcFied the area plun cva].uated th parachute e1  :'sely, There was no 
evidence which could conclusively indicate that the parachute was used during 
a bail out. After 10 minutes he was hoist-,l back to the aircraft. The next 
area searched was the helicopter wreckage. The pararescueman was once again 
lowenad. to the ground. The aircrurt was horny burned, flattened and reduced 
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nearly to ashes. Al I evidence niotte:: hat [he helicopter was upside dbwrr.' 
Bits and pieces were all !n a very snaIl area. T following ltao were re-
covered: thrott! e and fuel control quadyant, one b:oken M-16, a ver ULcl 
velcciay .iruiLcator, piece of cloth Rn Lena]. 0.1eniiig to the aircraft, a Jd1co 
of r.etni which appeared to bo rolted to the mil i-gun system and a safety 
strap which secures the stokes 1:.Ltor. Tlic wreckage was conclusively .Lderl-
fled as the wreckage of a heLl copter by the ni.rcraf ramp and part of the tn 
section at the crasi sLght. The wreckage was still smoldering. There was 
evidence of any su.rvLvors nor any remains or parLia.. remains located, Th 
cc'cpit area was also reduced to sho. Jolly Grccn 52 hovered for 20 mini:tei 
while the pararoscuc'nan surveyed and assessed IJic sight. Other crew members 
civolunted the area frcni the i1ovenln, helicoptor. Numerous pictures were thk;'ri 
to include as many different Uems, and engles as possible, After the pars-
roscuornan ws once again }1oiLed to the helicopter ye 'proceeded to the secoid 
parachute which was approx1rnete1y Ometers frc)-.q t110 crash Sight. The porn-
rescuemnan was not lowered to the rniirid at thi.s Gir!hL. There was no evideuc 
to iadieuLe that this parachute had been used for a bail out. Search and 
rescue, and evaluation was terminated at. 172GL. Jolly Green 52 climbed out 
of the area and Jolly Green 62 joincd with Jolly Green 57. Both were escorted 
by Sandy 5 and 6, King 35 relayed aLl information to higher headquarters. 
.Jolly Greet. 52 end Jotl.y Green 62 rreovcred at IJhc,n at 1940L. Film prints, 
equipment and pieces recovered were s•nr.t. to NKP and him i'irits were also sent 
to 3rd Group, Tan Son Nhuf.. J- 11Y Green 52 I nd T.lJy Green 62 recovered a t 
UKIP on 28 harch 972 

CREW LIEMI]ERS: 

Jolihr Green 52 ([ow) 

AC - Ralph L. Allred 
CF - Mark S. Schibler 
FE - Raymond Daarte 
RS - Mihnc.L D. Jogele 
RS - Donald H Goodlet.t 
A? - George M ilollaml  

Jolly Green 62 (hlluif) 

JiG - John It. I. Morse 
CP - Joel. L. Simmers 
FE - Janies F. Walsh 
FE  Jerrold T. Dearman 
ItS - Hicaae] D. Nunes 
HS - Wilijam B. Brinson 
AP - Hal. Smith 

HALPII L. ALIJED, lmajor, BSF 
ALroraft Coanandcr 
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N0 2 WAS LAUNCHEC AT 352529 ANC( SANCYOS 73 WERE LAUNCHED  
T C515Z, <ING 35 WAS OIVERTED TO THE A- r-A AS A TANKER AND 
rUELED JOLLY GPEEN 6 4. TWC FAC ARCRAFT WERE CVERTED TO THE 

AREA TO INITIALLY HELP THE SEARCH • AT CCISZ JOLLY CREEN CC 
DPLOyED A PAR ESCUEMA!UPJ) TP :JcrEcrC: vIc!NI'i TE 

APH FOR Suv:VOPS AND OBSERVE 74 'C.AG2. THE WPEcKAo t.AS 
THAT OF AN HH- 53.. HOWEVER THE MI PAQT WAS BUP NC AND tJNAPP-
POACHADLE. THE PJ DIE NOT GET CLOSE ENOuH EAUE OF HEAT ANC 
BThSE JUGLE TO DETERMINE THAT THERE WERE ECEA5E IN THE AIRCRAFT. 
H[ ID 03SETRVE THAT THERE WERE NO UD1CS IN THE P°CVIOUSLy MCNl- 
TTONCO PARACHUTE, THE PJ WAS RECOv:ED T 07E2 JOLLY GREEN S 

LOST HIS SECOND STAGE HYDRAULIC PR:SSu: AND PROC CEED 1') CH R 2. 
_T ^  INSPECT FOR BATTLE DAMAGE. AT THE SAN TIME JOLLY GREEN EC 

AT CH 93 TO INSPECT HIS .ICET 
ANY DAMAGE. SANDY'S 102,3, ' ERE LAUNCHED AT E7452 TD REPL. 

ANDY'5 5.6, i,,B. AND JOLLY GREENS 56 AC 6,Z WERE PUT ON ALRT A 
BACK UP AIRCRAFT FOR JOLLY GREENS 52 AND £2, KINC 22 REPLCEE 
KING 21 AS AIRfiRONE MISSION COMMANDER Ar O30Z. ORDNANCE WAS 
REGUESTED AND DELIVERED INTO THE AREA TO DENY ACCESS TO JkNY 
HOSTILE FORCES THAT MIGHT BE IN THE VICINITY. AT 0956Z JOLLY 

PACE & RUMOSRAI672 S E C R C T 

GCEN 52 DEPLOYED A PJ TO INVESTIGATE TWO CHUTES AND THE MAIN 
RAPT OF THE WRECKAGE WHTCH WAS NO LONGER DURNING, THE CHUTES 
WQE FOUND TO BE UNOCCUPIED AND APCAEO TO HAVE LEFT THE AIR- 

1T N THE SAME CONDITION. A CLOSE (BUT fiIF) INSPECTION OF 
T'-C MAIN PART OF THE WRECKAGE DID NOT FEVEAL ANY EVIDENCE OF AIR 
CPEW DISPOSITION. AT IOZSZ THE PJ RECARDrD JOLLY GREEN SZ. AT 
l2Z THE SAR FGPCES WERE RTO'O TO THEIR RESPECTIVE BASES AS A 
RESULT OF THE NEGATIVE FINDINGS AND APPROACHING DARKNESS. 
ANY ADDITIONAL SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS RESULTING FROM A COSOL-
TC.!T!O DEBRIEF or SAR AIRCREWS INVOLVED WILL FOLLOW TN SUBSE- 
01iT REPORTS 

rrup AERIAL REFUELINGc WERE ACCOMPLISHEC TN SUPPOPT OF THIS 
NTSSICN. 
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j MR 72 
Rt A THAI 

!/CS.F/MC7Z3 
:. I .P:AF'DC  ni  

c4 __ 1 AP 'r  

-_' :.14 CC  

UDCRP4 ?1F3 Tw::H 
4i. RG,(:o'rq.)L C z.:c '! 
'T RTC!-I CI.FEOC 

RU :; '- 0  us* T:-N.T 
_,M4z/0:P 

Io qvs 
MFAAGP TS14 AS RVN/JRC 

1-;A9ARS CAM RANH BAY AS 
UMI'?( /::T 3ARGP KORAT RT4Fz TIf<IC 
LV~s ?Td PHAMJM RTAF S T-.Ai 
Mc/c N A.14 PHANC" TAPB 

RJ/C,C FAIRCHILD AFB V 

F- . - -' ...-------.L 
C Mt,NF-.... A 3ARP 7 R A3 
;A I: 4rL LAOS 

tz!t 
3,;:;5F1 DA'1A *3 RVI1  

- Tj P Y/OL-B 3ARcfC?/ 
-.. RESCUE s&JP -PORT 29 MAP 72 
!. 4", -3,4 NU8E -3-24 27 MA 2  7' 
3. s::ruATIoN 0, DC ) -41-53 HE LC?'ZR OF UN GOfli CAUS Z'S 

*4 CRIPTION IF SAP OCTIV 
[ii HH-53/68I35/CAMOUFLAGED/JOLLY GRE EN 61 
Z) FLIGHT PLAN: TACTICAL 

FILOT CAT DAVID (. PAPINABECKER 
441 POB: FIVE (J 
1r5) WEATHER IN AREA NO tACTOR 
iC SURVIVAL (UIPP1E4T STAND*13 
I7 LAST KNOWN PO.I1I01: MGN  

C. PERSONNEL INFORMATION oo  
ill) FIVE PERSONS INVOLV. c•Ivz Pi:: ISSINO 

C. FLYING ACTIVITY: 
1.1 11 39ARRS 21  SORTIES Fc 

IMME)Iktt S 41 

.SAGi 

Individual 
Contacted: 

• Mdjw 

T.dtvjdua1 

kcal T1ne 
a at: 

Clas,s if ied by_— 
SU3jCT To GRAL 

S,HZDUL o' c1JTI'E opER 1l52 

uArtCA11 O/N AT TWO 

YEAR 
SI1VED 5 kZPO 

---v 
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PAGE 3 RLJNOSR&2135 S £ C R £ T 
E. SAVES: NONE 

G. SUMMA?Y OF SAR ACTIONS: 
(3.) A LISTENING WATCH 1145 MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT THIC  

NIGHT BY AIRCRAFT FRAGGED IN THE AREA, KING 219 HC 130P WAS 
LAUNCHED Al' 262330Z MAR 72 TO THt. NORMAL ORBIT. A 1.1fTrNING 
WATCH WAS MAINTAINED FOR JOLLY GREEN 61 FROM THIS ORBIT. 
KING 22 WAS LAUNCHED AT 206.02 HA 72 AND ASSUP(0 AMC 
DUTIES Al 2906302 MAR 72. A LISTENING WATCH WAS HAINTAINLO 
BY KING 22 UNTIL THE END OF FRAG TIME AT 2913.302e, 1E:GATIVE 
RESULTS WERE OBTAINED. 

(2) TOTAL FLYING ACTIVITY FOR MTSSION 
SORTIES FOR .2 HOURS 
SORTIES FOR 17.2 HOURS 
,0RTI. FCR 3.3 HOURS 
SORTIES FOR 4.0 HOURS 
SORTIES FOR 0.7 I4CUR5 

131 MISION WAS SUSPENDED AT 291ICZ MAR 72. AL POSSIBLE 
EFFORTS TO OBTAIN CONTACT BY VISUAL ALECTRQC1AN 
RESULTED IN NEGATIVE FINOINGS. 74F AND CO MM ANDER 4A 
CONCURRED IN THE SUSPENSION OF MISSION, 

PAGE 4 RUMOSPA2136 S E C R E T 
. KING 22 ASSUMED AMC DUTIES AT 2906302 2MAR 72, NO AERIAL 

REFUELLINOS WERE ACCOMPLISHEO IN SUPPORT OF THIS MISSION. 
cp—q 
BT 

2I36 

NNNN 

(A) 3ARRS 6 
(B) 42ARRS 3 
(C) 57ARRS 3. 
(0) 432TRW 4 
(5) 388TFW 2 
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Zr ssss 
2.4C7 MAR 72 

L B 3ARRGP UDORN RTAFS THAI 
4. C'S F/FX3TZS 

/c:N CPA CAr/Cr 
-f ARRS SCOTT AFB IL/COMMAND ROS  

-i A7 N CPTA C TCC 
Z1/ 7 AF UDOR N RTAF3 THAI/DOM 
OUMMCM, 141. ARRWG/CONTROL CE:NTER/30C/HICKAM A8 -II 
UE<A/FT RITCHIE MD/AFOC 

•A/'ANDO1.PH AFS TX/USAFMPC/DMPCS 
j.: AA/HQ USAF ALTERNATE: MAXWELL AFS A.. 
u :•1,MAc/')OCP 

71CV/SAIGON RVN/CCMMAND CENTER 
,'AF/C./CO/DOO/IN/DOCT/OP/TSN AS RI/N 
14prp TSN AS RVN/JRCC 

ARS ;AM RANH SAY AS RI/N 
KORAT RTAFt3 TI.4A1/KING 

C 8 4CRR PO4CM PI4ANOM RTAFZ THAI 
lm • /.• AKCN PHANOM R-AF TA/occ 
'A ..': 36cCTG FAIRCHILD AFS WA 

:MOS.)..S98 S E C R E T 
Ci.. A 3ARRGP SON TRA AS RI/N 

'. .'AIRA VIENTI ANE LAOS 
'L UJSA/66TFW DANANG AS RVN 

• R !:-' - jOPREP JIFFY/CL-B, 3ARRGP/RESCU! 047 27/224C.Z WAR 

1.6-rTESCLAE 'RORESS REPORT 28 MAR 72 
'. MSICN NUMBER B-3-024 27 MAR 12 

IT,.,ATION DCWNED HH-53 HELICOPTER OF UNKNOWN CAUSES 
A. o:SCRIPTION Of SAR OBJECTIVE: Class ifiebT  

1, HN53/6810359/CAMOUFLAOED/JOLLY GREEN 61 
2. FLIGHT PLAN-TACTICAL 
3. PILOT: CATP DAVID E. PANNABECKER AUTOMATICALLY ETTV3 

- 13060. FIVE (5) YEAR INVAIS 
S. ATHER IN AREA NO rACTOR DEsIFIDON  
G. URVVhL EQUIPMENT USAF STANDA 

- 1-AST KNOWN POSITION: 14C6N 1CB3+E (U0OATED POSITION) 

TIONS TAKEN:  
ONTROLLING AGENCY: OL-B, 3ARG2 

.,.ME NOTIFIED CL-B. 3ARRGP NC1IFI OF AR INCIDENT AT 
MAR 72 9Y KING 21. 

-i'-  •-• T1 
"- 

r 

 

Incividua]. 
Contactod: 
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3. FOLLOWING SAR FORCES ALERTED.* 0 
4. TIME SAP FORCES LAUNCHED: 

(A) 1 HC-130P 39ARRS AT 27/224fJZ 
(B) 1. HC-130P 39ARRS AT 26/0531Z 

Co PERSONNEL INFORMATION: 
(1) FIVE PERSONS INVOLVEDt FIVE PERSONS MISSING 

D. FLYING ACTIVITY: 
(1) 39 ARRS 2 SORTIES FOR 1.2 HOURS 

E. SAVES: NONE 
F. FUTURE PLANS: 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILANCE WILL CONTINUE UNTIL THE END OF 
DAYLIGHT HOURS 29 MAR 72. A DETERMINATION AS TO WHETHER OR NOT 
TO SUSPENO THE MISSION WILL BE MADE AT THAT TIME. 

G. SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS: 
ELECTRONIC SURVEILANCE CONTINUED THROUGH THE NIGHT BY AIR 

CRAFT IN TRANSIT THROUGH THE CRASH SITE. KING 21 (HC-130P1 AND 
KING 22 CONDUCTED ELECTRONIC SURVEILANCE DURING DAYLIGHT HOURS. 
RESULTS WERE NEGATIVE. 
DEBRIEFINGS DF CREWS PARTICIPATING IN YESTERDAYS ACTIVITIES DID 
NOT REVEAL ANY SIGNIFICANT CHANGES FROM THE DATA CITED IN OUR 

PAGE 4 RUMOSRA1898 S E C P E T 
OPENING REPORT (8-3--024-27 MAR 72 
NO AERIAL REFUELINGS WERE ACCOMPLISHED IN SUPPORT OF THIS 
MISSION. 
GP-4 
BT 
#1898 
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Individu3].. 
Contacted:  

CAUSES 

IMMED TA u: 

PT CkG4 

CTTSZYUW RUMORA1672 0871442-SS$S--RUCIMAA. 
-  

6-2714 35Z MAR 72 
F' OL B :3ARRGP UCORN RTAFB THAT 
TO RutrHQA,CSAF,AFxoTzs 
RUHHA BA,CINCPAC AF/ DOH 
RCr?LAA4IQ  ARRS SCOTT AF8 IL/COtthANO POST 

—INFO RUHHHOA/CINCPAC/CC 
ZEN/7/I3AF UDORN RTAFB T4AI/tOM 
RUMMCMA/. ARRWG/CONTROL CENTER/DOC/HICI(AM AFS 4I 
PUKAAA/FT RITCHIE HD/AFEOC 
RLIWTFJA/RANDOLPH AFB TX/USAFtPC/OMPCS 
RUCEAAA/HQ USAF ALTERNATE MAXWELL AFB AL 

AC /3CCP 
PHMSMV#/lAcv/SAIGON PVN/COMMANC CENTER 
PUMMRSA /7Ar/CC/co/Dcc/IN/Oo CT/DP /TSN AS RV 
RUMHRSA/3APRSP TSN AS RVN/.JRCC 
RUMOJAA/3ARRS CAM RANK BAY AS RVN 
RUMCRKA/DET 4 3ARRGP 1(ORAT RTAFB THAI/KING 
RUMORA/14OARR5 NAKHON PHANCM RTAF9 THAI 
RUMOREA/56SOW NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB THAI/COO 
RUWJAUA/3636CCTWG FAIRCHILD AF8 WA 
RUUMUJNA/DL A 3ARRGP SON TRA AS PVN 

PAGE 2 RtJMOSRA1672 S E C R E T 

Gk CATION  

OF EcrJ'TIVE  OBDER 11)352 

CAMX D  DWN RAD.ED Al  TWO 
YEAR 1NTE27ALS 
CISSTFI N 

LIMOUVA/AIRA VIENTIANE LAOS 
9T 
S = C P E T/JOPR(P JIFrY/OL-e, 3ARRGP/RESCUE 046 27/D436Z MAR 72 
I. RESCUE OPENING-PROGRESS REPORT 27 MAR 72 
2. MISSION NUMBER B-32427 MAR 72 
3. SITUEITION: DOwNEDW53 HELICOPTER OF UNKNOWN 

A. DES CRIPTION OF SAP OBJECTIVE 
I. I4H-53/681035/ CAMOUFLAGED/JOLLY GREEN 61. 

2. FLIGHT PLAN- TACTICAL 
3-PILOT: CAPT DAVID E. PANNABECKER 
4. P08: FIVE (5 
5. WEATHFR IN AREA: NO FACTOR 
6.. SURVIVALEQUIPMENT: USAF STANDARD 
7. LAST KNOWN PCSITION: 14C. N 10606 E 

B. ACTIONS TAKEN: 
1• CONTPCLLIG AENCY-OL--3AaaC&J 
2. TIMC 1SF _-rj-01, rARGPNCTIFIE3 CF AR 

AT27 / 4 3eZ MAR 72 BY KING 21 

, 

S *s 

I NC 10 EN T 
rl 

JESSAG NOFiAi1Q 

IidividUi 
Contacted:  
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3, FOLLONG SAR FORCES ALERTED 
(A) 39 ARRS ALERTEO AT 270438Z 
(9) 4C ARRS ALERTED AT 2704452 

CJ 56 SOW ALERTED AT 2704492 
4. TIME EAR FORCES LAUNCHED 

(.4) 1 HC-.30P 39ARS ON SCENE 
(9) 1. HC-130P 39ARR5 DIVERED AT 27C50C2 
(C) 1. C-130P 39APR5 LAUNCHED AT 27C5292 
ID) 1 HH-53C 40ARRS ON SCENE 
IC) 2 HH-53 40ARRS LAUNCHED AT 2505052 

IF)PI HIiI-530 37ARRS ON SCENE 
IG) 2 A-1E 56 SOW LAUNCHED AT 2705252 
IH) 2 A-iC 5650W LAUNCHED AT 2707352 
(i) 2 A-IE 5€SOW LAUNCHED AT 270730! 
IJI 2 A-i.E 5650W LAUNCHED AT 2707352 
C. PERSONNEL 1NFOR1ATION 
10) FIVE PERSONS INVOLVED, FIVE PERSONS HISSING. 

C. FLYING ACTIVITY: 
II) 39 ARRS 4 SORTIES FOR 23.0 HOUPS 
12) 40 ARRS 3 SORTIES FOR 17.2 HOURS 

PAGE 4 RIIHOSRAI.672 S E C R E T 
(3) 37 ARRS 1 SORTIE FOR 3.3 HOURS 
(4) 432 TRW 4 SORTIES FOR 4.0 
15) 388 TFW 2 SORTIES FOR 0.7 

E. SAVES: NONE 
F. FEATURE PLANS : 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILANCE WILL CONTINUE THROUGHOUT THE NIGHT. 
TOMORROW EFFORTS WILL 9E DETERMINED ON THE OUTCOME OF CREW 
DEBRIEFINGS WHICH ARE STILL IN PROGRESS AT THIS TIME. 
C. SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS: 

AT 04382 27 MAR 1972. OL-B. 3ARRGP. WAS NOTIFIED BY KING 21 
(HC-130P1 THAT HE HAD  LAST RADIO CONTACT WITH JOLLY GREEN 61. 
(HH-53C)1tty E_HAD JUST COMPLETED AIR REFUELING WITH 
RING 21. Ii WAS SUSPECTED THAT JOLLY GREEN 61 HAD GONE DOWN, AND 
IINC 21 AND JOLLY GREEN 60 ATTEMPTED VISUAL CONTACT. SMCKE WAS 
LOCATED AT 14C/7C/82p,  AND KING 21 SUSPECTED THIS TO BE THE iRSC)<-
AGE OF JOLLY GREEN 61. A PARACHUTE WAS OBSERVED BY JOLLY GREEN 
60, BUT THERE WERE NO BEEPERS OR VOIC E CONTACT WITH ANY SURVI-
VORS. JOLLY GREEN 64 ARRIVED ON SCENE TC HOLD HANDS WITH JOLLY 
GREEN 6C. SANOYS 56 (AlE'S) WERE LAUNCHED FROM CHA NN EL 93 AT 
04492 AND JOLLY GREEN 52862 LAUNCHED FROM CHAE 69 AT 0505!. 
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KING 22 WAS LAUNCHED AT D5257 AND SANDY'S 78 WERE LAUNCHED 
41 05152. KING 35 WAS DIVERTED TO THE AREA AS A TANKER AND 
REFUELED JOLLY GREEN 64. TWO FAC AIRCRAFT WERE DIVERTED TO THE 
AREA TO INITIALLY HELP THE SEARCH • AT GEISZ JOLLY GREEN 6C 
DEPLOYED A PARARESCUEMAN(PJ) IN THE SUSPECTED CRASH VICINITY TO 
SEARCH FOR SURVIVORS AND OBSERVE THE WRECKAGE, THE WRECKAGE WAS 
THAT OF AN HH-53. HOWEVER THE MAIN PART WAS BURNING AND UNAPP- 
ROACHABLE. THE PJ DID NOT GET CLOSE ENOUGH BECAUSE OF HEAT AND 

DENSE JUNGLE TO DETERMINE THAT THERE WERE DECEASED IN THE AIRCRAFT. 
HE DID OBSERVE THAT THERE WERE NO BODIES IN THE PREVIOUSLY MEN- 
TIONED PARACHUTE, THE PJ WAS RECOVERED AT 07302. JOLLY GREEN 5 
LOST HIS SECOND STAGE HYDRAULIC PRESSURE AND PROCEEDED TO CH 92. 
TO INSPECT FOR BATTLE DAMAGE. AT THE SAME TIME JOLLY GREEN 160 
RECOVERED AT CH 93 TO INSPECT HIS AIRCRAFT 
FOR ANY DAMAGE. SANDY'S 1.2r3. 4 WERE LAUNCHED AT 075Z TO REPLACE 
SANDY'S 5,6, 7,,8r AND JOLLY GREENS 56 AND 53 WERE PUT ON ALERT AS 
BACK UP AIRCRAFT FOR JOLLY GREENS 52 ANO 62. KING 22 REPLACED 
KING 21 AS AIRBRONE MISSION COMMANDER AT 0830Z. ORDNANCE WAS 
REQUESTED AND DELIVERED INTO THE AREA TO DENY ACCESS TO ANY 
HOSTILE FORCE5 THAT MIGHT BE IN THE VICINITY. AT 09562 JOLLY 

PAGE 6 RUMOSRAIG72 S E C R E T 
GREEN 52 DEPLOYED A PJ TO INVESTIGATE TWO CHUTES AND THE MAIN 
PART OF THE WRECKAGE WHICH WAS NO LONGER BURNINGS THE CHUTES 
WERE FOUNO TO BE UNOCCUPIED AND APPEARED TO HAVE LEFT THE AIR- 
CRAFT N THE SAME CDNDITIDN. A CLOSE (BUT BRIEF) INSPECTION OF 
THE MAIN PART OF THE WRECKAGE DID NOT REVEAL ANY EVIDENCE OF AIR 
CREW OISPOSITIDN. AT 1025Z THE PJ REBOARDED JOLLY GREEN 52. AT 
13422 THE SAR FORCES WERE RTB'D TO THEIR RESPECTIVE BASES AS A 
RESULT OF THE NEGATIVE FINDINGS AND APPROACHING DARKNESS. 
ANY ADDITIONAL SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS RESULTING FROM A CONSOL-
IDATED DEBRIEF OF SAR AIRCREWS INVOLVED WILL FOLLOW IN SUBSE-
GUENT REPORTS 
FOUR AERIAL REFUELINGS WERE ACCOMPLISHED IN SUPPORT OF THIS 
MISSION. 
GP-4 
BT 
41672 
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<1, 

3 year 
dec1as: 

DL3E: 27 MARCH 1972 

ISSI0N NUMBER: 3-3-024. 

FLIT SIGNI0N: Jolly Green 52 

OBJECTIVE: Search and Evaluation of Crash Sight - Jolly Green 61. 

MISSION NARRATIVE: Initial notification came through tenant at 1200L that a 
Jolly Green HE-530  had experienced difficulties and we were directed to launch. 
Jolly Green 52 and Jolly Green 62 responded and were airborne at 1205L. The 
coordinates of the crash sight were passed while we were enroute to TACAN  
Channel 82. The crash sight was on the 140 degree radial for 63 N.M. using 
Channel 82. This was a straight line distance of 234 N.M. from Nakhon Phanom 
West (MC?). There were thunderstorms enroute and also gun emplacements which 
precluded a direct flight from Nakhon Phanm West. Bases of the clouds were 
epprcdmate1y 5000 enroute until we approached Mukdshan where the cumulus 
clouds and thunderstorms intensified which reduced visibility and the base of 
the clouds. Jolly Green 52 and Jolly Green 62 arrived at the crash sight at 
1350L. Jolly Green 60 from NKP and Jolly Green 64 from Danang were both near 
the crash sight; (The orginal mission was to escort Jolly Green 64 from South 
Vietnam to Thailand). Jolly Green 60 was low aircraft in the crash sight area 
and. Jolly Green 64 was high cover. Sandy (AlE) cover was near Jolly Green 
as was a King (C130) aircraft. During the search and crash sight evaluation 
by Jolly Green 60, both Jolly Green 60 and 64 were shot at from enemy ground 
emplacements. They were driven off and both thought their aircraft was 
damaged. Jolly Green 52 and King 22 escorted Jolly Green 60 and beaded for 
Channel 93; Jolly Green 62, Sandy 1 and 2, and King 35 escorted Jolly Green 
64, who had the most severe problem, and headed for Pakse. After recovery 
of Jolly Green 60 and 64,  Jolly Green 52 and Jolly Green 62 were refueled 
by King 35. Jolly Green 52 and Jolly Green 62 then proceeded back to the 
crash sight, escorted by Sandy 5 and 6. The area was again surveyed by the 
Sandy pilots. Higher headquarters requested that a Jolly Green aircraft 
re-enter and evaluate the crash sight and the area where two parachutes war 
located. Also that a pararescue man be lowered to lock for survivors and 
get first band information or any-thing which would assist in further plan-
ning. However, to avoid every possibility of further ground fire and not 
deploy a p&rarescueman if there was danger of getting him hurt. Jolly Gree 
52 was low aircraft and Jolly Green 62 remained high during the events whi 
followed. Sandy 5 and. 6 directed and escorted Jolly Green 52 to the par-
achutes and crash sight. We arrived in the area at 1.645L and a hover was 
established over the first parachute at 1650L. A pararescueman was lowere 
and he searched the area plus evaluated the parachute closely. There was no 
e'Ldence which could conclusively indicate that the parachute was used during 
a bail out. After 10 minutes he was hoisted back to the aircraft. The next 
area searched was the helicopter 'wreckage. The pararescueman was once again 
1ower3d to the ground. The aircraft was badly burned, flattened and reduced 
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nearly to ashes. All evidence Indi  cates that the helicopter was upside down. 
Bits and pieces were all in a very small area. The following items were re-
covered: throttle and fuel control quadrant, one broken M-16, a vertical 
velocity indicator, piece of cloth material belonging to the aircraft, a piece 
of metal which appeared to be related to the mini-gun system and a safety 
strap which secures the stokes litter. The wreckage was conclusively identi-
fied as the wreckage of a helicopter by the aircraft ramp and part of the tail 
section at the crash sight. The wreckage was still smoldering. There was no 
evidence of any survivors nor any remains or partial remains located. The 
cccpit area was also reduced to ashes. Jolly Green 52 hovered for 20 minutes 
while the pararesciiexiir surveyed and assessed the sight. Other crew members 
evaluated the area from the hovering helicopter. Numerous pictures were taken 
to include as many different items and angles as possible. After the para-
resc11eInIn was once again hoisted to the helicopter we proceeded to the second 
parachute which was approdmately 150 meters from the crash sight. The para-
rescueinan was not lowered to the ground at this sight. There was no evidence 
to indicate that this parachute bad been used for a bail out. Search and 
rescue, and evaluation was terminated at 1728L. Jolly Green 52 climbed out 
of the area and Jolly Green 62 joined with Jolly Green 52. Both were escorted 
by Sandy 5 and 6, King 35 relayed all information to higher headquarters. 
Jolly Green 52 and Jolly Green 62 recovered at Ubon at 1940L.  Film prints, 
equipment and pieces recovered were sent to NK? and film prints were also sent 
to 3rd Group, Tan Son Nhut. Jolly Green 52 and Jolly Green 62 recovered at 
NKP on 28 March 1972. 

CREW IERS: 

Jolly Green 52 (Low) Jolly Green 62 (HI) 

AC - Ralph L. Allred AC - John H. I. Morse 
OP - Mark S. Schibler OP - Joel L. Simmers 
FE - Raymond Duarte FE - James F. Walsh 
RS - Michael D. Vogele FE - Jerrold T. Dearman 
HS - Donald H. Goodlett HS - Michael D. Nunes 
AP - George M. Holland HS - William D. Brinson 

AP -. Hal smith 

RALPH L. ALLRD, Major, USAF 
Aircraft Commander 
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15 (U) The 56th Special Operations Wing as- 
sumed Command and Control of the 23rd 
Tactical Air Support Squadron. 

16 (5) An A-1J of the 1t Special Operations 
Squadron made a gear-up landing at NKP 
due to battle damage. The aircraft 
received major damage. 

18 (s) Nail 31, an OV-1OA of the 23rd Tactical 
Air Support Squadron was shot down in 
Steel Tiger. 

18 • (S) 
F 

Sandy V1 ., an A-i J of the 1st Special 
Operations Squadron was shot down in 
Steel Tiger whiLe searching for sur-
vivors of Nail 31 • The pilot was res-
cued by an Air America helicopter 
which was on the scene. 

19 (5) Search and Recovery mission for Nail 
31 was successful. 

27 (C) Search and Recovery mission for Jolly 
Green 61 downed in Northern Cambodia 
unsuccessful. No objective. 

31 (C) Search and Recovery mission for Spectre 
22 shot down near the Bolovens Plateau 
in Laos succoesful. The entire crew of 
fifteen was recovered. 

*3'E 1111 L-T,  
IH-95-DM-)J 
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AAC Raymond A. Wagner 
Name: Raymond Anthony Wagner 
Unit: 40th Air Rescue/Recovery Squadron, Nakhon Phanom, Airfield, Thailand 
Date of Birth: 22 October 1951 
Borne Cliv of Record: Evansville IN 
Date of Loss: 27 March 1972 
Country of Loss: Cambodia 
Loss Coordinates: 140622N I063350E (XA682585) 
Refno:: 1805 
Other Personnel in Incident: Richard E. Dreher, James Manor David E. 

Pannabecker; Raymond J. Crow (all missing) 

SYNOPSIS: Sergeant Crow and Airman 'Wagner were P.1's on board an 111-1-53 
over Tonle Sap Lake. They had just finished a combat SAR orbit and are returning 
to base after an aerial refueling. Without warning, a catastrophic mechanical 
failure raves through the complex rotor system destroying it and instantly killing all 
personnel aboard. Because the incident occurs over a heavily contested and 
dangerous area of the war zone, none of the crew remains were ever recovered. To 
This day, the tragedy remains a mystery. 

SPECIAL NOTE: Altogether, the 1:11-11-53 "Super Jolly Green Giant" was the 
largest, fastest and most powerful heavy lift helicopter in the U.S. Air Force 
inventory. In 19671)  the Air Force started a development program to acquire a night 
rescue capability, and by March 1971, it had succeeded in installing a nighttime 
recovery system aboard live 1hI153C Super .Jollv helicopters in Southeast Asia. The 
Super Jolly was involved in such Iirned rescue attempts as the attempt to rescue 
American POWs held at the Son Tav prison compound near Hanoi in late 
November 1970, and the assault operation to free the Mayaguez crew in May 1975. 

Additional intormaion on Raymond Wagner 

REMARKS: CRASH S SEARCH - NO SURV FND - J 

SYNOPSIS: Altogether, the HH-53 "Super Jolly Green Giant" was the largest, 

http:/Avww,p-o-w.com/pararcscuc/Wagner.hm 4/1/01 
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water or remote areas). Category 2 includes personnel who were lost in 
circumstances or in areas that they may reasonably be expected to be known by the 
enemy (e.g. individuals connected with an incident which was discussed but not 
identified by name h enemy news media, or probably identified by analysis of 
intelligence reports.) o ex planation has been given as to why the crewniembers 
were classified differently. 

The Americans missing in Cambodia present a special problem. The U.S. has never 
recognized the government of Cambodia, nor has it negotiated for the release of any 
Americans captured there. It has generally been believed that any POWs held in 
Cambodia after the end oft.:. S. involvement in Southeast Asia perished in the 
genocide committed by Pol Pot in the niidI970's, 

In 198. the Cambodian government announced that it had the remains of a 
number of American servicemen it wished to return to the United States. The U.S. 
did not respond officially, however, because there are no diplomatic 
ties between ('ainhotlia and the U.S. Several U.S. Congressmen have attempted to 
intervene arid recover the remains on behalf of American family members, but 
Ca 111 t)o(lra wishes an official overtu re. Meanwhile, the bodies of Americans remain 
in the hands of our former enem'. 

Even more tragically, evidence mounts that many Americans are still alive in 
Southeast Asia, still prisoners from a war many have long forgotten. It is a matter of 
pride in the armed forces that one's comrades are never left 
behind. One can imagine any of the men lost in Cambodia on March 27, 1972 being 
willing to go on one more mission for the freedom of those heroes we left behind. 

Opertioi j$4,.9t Cwsc 
Wd Ri 
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I SAl' llicoer  UreLosses - Vietnam WaiCimpilcd by Jim Hentliorn jhentIiornhome.corn 
USAF I1eIicDp:er rew osses - etnani War 

Notes: at Lima Site 20, crashed on landing, hit ground, spun right, rolled down hill, flipped, burst into flames. 
Two flight engineers survived. 

Tail No.: 68-10366 Model: HH-53C Date of Loss: 25 Nov 71 Unit: 37th ARRS 
Country of Loss: Gia Dinh, SVN Call Sign: Jolly Green 70 

Pilot: Robert B. Swenck (02W-72) 
Co-Pilot: John W. George (02W-72) 
P.J.: Thomas D. Prose (02W-72) 
P.J.: James P., Thomas (02W-72) 

Notes: SAR mission, crashcd Song Na River 

Tail No,: Model: UH-IN Date of Loss: 04 Dec 71 Unit: 20" SOS, Ban Me Thuot 

Country of Loss: Gia Dinh, SVN Call Sign: Green Hornet 

Gunner: Thomas E. Fike (02W-84) 

Notes: Tim Fike was the last Hornet lost. If  remember right it was in Dec 7L It was his last mission before 
rotating home (it was to be a milk run out of Saigon and back). His crew was shot down as they were 
returning to Saigon. The pilot thought that they had seen a rocket launcher set up in a rice paddy. The went in 
low level to check it Out (flying a slick), and a bad guy popped up and racked the bottom of'the chopper. Tim 
Fikc was killed, the other gunner (King) was seriously wounded and at least one of the pilots was wounded in 
the leg. From "Jim (Official Squadron History does not have this information in files - History ends Sept 
1971 ) 

Tail No.; 68-10359 Model: HH-53C Date of Loss: 27 Mar 72 Unit: 40th ARRS 
Country of Loss: Cambodia Call Sign: Jolly Green 61 

Pilot: David F. Pannabecker (02W-120) 
Co-Pilot: Richard F. Dreher (02W-I 19) 
Flight Engineer: James Manor (02W- 120) 
P.J.: Raymond J.0 row, Jr. (02W-I 19) 
P.J.: Raymond A. Wagner (02W-I20) 

Notes: crashed from unknown causes 

Tail No.: 68-10365 Model: HH-53C Date of Loss: 6 Apr 72 Unit: 37th ARRS 
Country of Loss: Quang Tn, SVN Call Sign: Jolly Green 67 

Pilot; Peter H. Chapman, 11 (02W-130) 
Co-Pilot: John H. Call, III (02W-130) 
Flight Engineer: Roy D. Prater (02W- 13 1) 
P.J.: Allen J. Avery (02W- 13 0) 
P.J.: William R. Pearson (02W-132) 

Jim Henthorn Page 15 07/11/2000 
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JAMES MANOR 

Rank/Branch: E4/US Air Force 

Unit: 40th Air Rescue/Recovery Squadron, 

Nakhon Phanom, Airfield, Thailand 

Date of Birth: 19 January 1950 

Home City of Record: Panama City FL 

Date of Loss: 27 March 1972 

Country of Loss: Cambodia 

Loss Coordinates: 140622N 1063350E (XA682585 

Status (in 1973): Killed/Body Not Recovered 

Category: 3 

Aircraft/Vehicle/Ground: HH53C 

http://1]apowrnia.www4.50nies.coni/rnanorhini! 4./1/01 
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Refno: 1805 

Other Personnel in Incident Richard E. Dreh 

Raymond J. Crow; David E. Pannabecker; Raymo 

Wagner (all missing) 

Source: Compiled by Homecoming II Project 15 

1991 from one or more of the following: raw 

from U.S. Government agency sources, corresp 

with POW/MIA families, published sources,int 

Updated by the P.O.W.  NETWORK 1998. 

REMARKS: CRASH S SEARCH - NO SURV FND - J 

SYNOPSIS: Altogether, the HH-53 "Super Jolly 

Giant was the largest, fastest and most pow 

heavy lift helicopter in the U.S. Air Force 

inventory. 

In 1967, the Air Force started a development 

program to acquire a night rescue capability 

by March 1971, it had succeeded in installin 

nighttime recovery system aboard five HH53C 

Jolly helicopters in Southeast Asia. The Sup 

Jolly was involved in such famed rescue atte 

http://flapowmia.www450megs.conijrnanorjtm1 4/1/01 
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as the attempt to rescue American POWs held 

Son Tay prison compound near Hanoi in late N 

1970, and the assault operation to free the 

crew in May 1975. 

Capt. Richard Dreher was assigned as escort 

as part of a day rescue mission and departed 

at 0830 on the morning of March 27, 1972. Dr 

Super Jolly was the second aircraft in a fli 

two. Aboard the aircraft was the pararescue 

consisting of James Manor, David E. Pannabec 

Raymond A. Wagner. 

Following aerial refueling over southeastern 

Thailand, they departed the tanker to comple 

mission, maintaining interplane conimunicatio 

FM and UHF radios. The lead aircraft called 

"tally ho" on the aircraft they were escorti 

When the lead aircraft did not receive an an 

the pilot attempted to find him visually wit 

success. After completing a 180 degree turn, 

pilot of the lead aircraft reported sighting 

column of black smoke coming from the dense 

http://iiapowniia.www4 .5Onegs.cornirnanor,htn1 4.1.01 
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five miles away. Their position at this time 

in Stoeng Treng Province, Cambodia, about 10 

southeast of the city of Siempang. 

A pararescue specialist was lowered to the g 

at the site of the crash to check for surviv 

but due to the intense heat from the burning 

helicopter, he could not approach near enoug 

determine if there were crew members inside 

aircraft. 

Some three hours later a second rescue speci 

was deployed in the immediate area, who repo 

the wreckage was still burning, precluding c 

inspection. 

It was never determined if any aboard the Su 

Jolly survived, but all aboard were declared 

Killed/Body Not Recovered. 

In an attempt to classify the cases of the 

in Action to determine which cases could be 

resolved, the Defense Department assigned "e 

knowledge" categories to each missing man, 

http://flapowniia.www4.50niegs.cornirnanor.htrn! 4/1/01 
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according to the liklihood their fates would 

known by the enemy. In the case of the downe 

Super Jolly, Wagner, Pannabecker and Dreher 

assigned "Category 2, and Manor and Crow 

"Category 31! 

Category 3 includes personnel whose loss Inc 

is such that it is doubtful that the enemy w 

have knowledge of the specific individuals ( 

aircrews lost over water or remote areas) . 

Category 2 includes personnel who were lost 

circumstances or in areas that they may reas 

be expected to be known by the enemy (e.g. 

individuals connected with an incident which 

discussed but not Identified by name by enem 

media, or probably Identified by analysis of 

intelligence reports,) No explanation has be 

given as to why the crewmembers were classif 

differently. 

The Americans missing in Cambodia present a 

special problem. The U.S. has never recogniz 

government of Cambodia, nor has it negotiate 

http://flapowmia.www45Omegs.corri!nianor.htrnl 4/101 
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the release of any Americans captured there. 

has generally been believed that any POWs he 

Cambodia after the end of U.S. involvement i 

Southeast Asia perished in the genocide comm 

by Pol Pot in the mid-1970's. 

In 1988, the Cambodian government announced 

it had the remains of a number of American 

servicemen it wished to return to the United 

States. The U.S. did not respond officially, 

however, because there are no diplomatic tie 

between Cambodia and the U.S. Several U.S. 

Congressmen have attempted to intervene and 

the remains on behalf of American family mern 

but Cambodia wishes an official overture. 

Meanwhile, the bodies of Americans remain in 

hands of our former enemy. 

Even more tragically, evidence mounts that in 

Americans are still alive in Southeast Asia, 

prisoners from a war many have long forgotte 

is a matter of pride in the armed forces tha 

comrades are never left behind. 

http.- /,,'ilztpoiN.-naia.www4,50inegs,coiii,,I manor. html 4/1/01 
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One can imagine any of the men lost in Cambo 

March 27, 1972 being willing to go on one mo 

mission for the freedom of those heroes we 1 

behind. 
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Received your pictures in the mail today. Thanks for the copies. They are good quality. There is a high 
probability of my using the one of you. Ray and Glenn. Glen flew out of Tan Son Knut in 72. When I 
scanned my database for your name, I came up with a David Ash who flew on the Myaguez mission. The 
info came from a PJ named McGiver and he may have gotten names mixed up. Did you serve in SEA? 

Thanks again. 

Original Message 
From: Steve Ash <oosmash@webtv.net> 
To: rIapointegci.net  <rIapointegci.net> 
Date: Friday, February 25, 2000 11:02 AM 
Subject: Plc's of MIA PJ's 

Dear Bob; 
You & I don't know one another but, I see that you are doing research 
for a book PJ's in Viet-nam. I have a couple of pie's of one of the PJ's 
we left in Cambodia. The PJ I'm referring to is A1C Ray Wagner who was 
shot down Mar 72'. The pie's 1 have, are one of the two of us @jump 
school (71') & the other is of myself, Ray, & another PJ Glen Farley I 
think the day after graduation @ Hill AFB Ut. (Nov 71') 
These pie's are nothing spectacular but they are pie's that no one else 
has a copy of, as far as I know of. If you would like copies please let 
me know for I will have to make some copies, I would be happy to donate 
them for the cause of Ray's memory (no re-reimbursement wanted, nor will 
be accepted) 
May all their memories live on forever 

Your Brother PJ 
S.M. Ash 
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RUC1MAA/1 ARRS SCOTT AF'S IL/COMMAND POST 

p - t - - •! 
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OPE:A/4CARRS NAKHON PHAMOM RT-FB TM Al 
.ORE:A/56S0W NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB THA I/DOO 

RUWJAIJA/36360CTU0 FAIRCHILD AF'S VA 
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of, 

1/f 36 
SS1E NOTIFI kTIOf 

PAGE: 2 
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B. AC 
(1)  
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£Z  T/JOPrE:P JIFY!OL—B 3APRGP/RESCUE 
72 

ION NUMBER 3—O26  
AT ION OwNE*C—E3 
SCRIPTION or SAP JBJE:CTIVE: 
AC-13o/5504/BLAc/PtCIRE 1 
FLIGHT PLAN TACTICAL 
PILOT: MAJOR IRVNO S. RAMSOWtR 11 
Oa:. i 

WEATHER IN SEARCH AREA: 6 TO B TENT 
ITY 4 MILES. 
SURVIVAL GEAR.' US AF STANARO 

RUKOSRA2137 S E C P E: T 
/OL A 3ARRGP SON IRA AS RVN 
/AIRA VIENTIANE: LAOS 
/STFW/UBON RTAFB THAI 

LAST KNOWN POSITION: CRASH SITE AT 16290t 
710N5 T;KEN 
CONTROLLING 
TIME  

AGENCY: OL-6 3.ARRP 
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PAGE 3 RUMOSRA2137 S E C P E T 
20102 MAP 72 BY JOKER. 

3. FOLLDWINO SAP FDRCES ALERTED!  
A. OET-4 3 ARRGP AT 28202i.Z MAR 72 
B. 40ARRS AT 282019! MAR 72 
C. 5650W AT 282C192 MAR 72 

4. TIME SAP FDRCES LAUNCHED: 
A. 1 HC-130P DET-4 3*RRGP DIVERTED AT 282012.2 
Be 2 HN-535 40ARRS LAUNCHED AT 282145! 
C. 2 *-1E'S 56S0W LAUNCHED AT 28222Z 

C. PERSONNEL INFORMATION: 
(1) FOURTEEN (14.) PERSONS INVOLVED, FOURTEEN (14) MISSING 

0. FLYING *CTIVITY 
1. DET-4 3ARROP 3SORTIES FOR 3.9.8 HOURS 
2. 40ARRS 2 SORTIES FOR 8.6 HOURS 
3. 56 SOW 8 SORTIES FOR 27.3 HOURS 
4. 432TRW 2. SORTIE FOR 1.0 HOURS 
S. GTFW 2 SORTIES FOR 2.0 HOURS 

E. SAVES DATA: ND SAVES 
F FUTURE PLANS: 

6  * ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE WILL 8E MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT TN 

PACE 4 RUMOSRA2137 S E C R E I 
NIGHT BY AIRCRAFT FRAGGED IN THIS AREA. KING 21 WILL LAUNCH AT 
3022451 TO NORMAL 0R817 AND ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE WILL 8E... 
MAINTAINED. SLOW MOVER FAC'S FRABOED IN THIS AREA TOMRDwd 
WILL CONTINUE VISUAL RECONNAISSANCE. 
S. SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS 

OL-B. 3ARRGP WAS NOTIFIED AT 28I010ZMAR 74 1HZ JCC 
SPECTRE 1.3 WAS DOWN. KING 27 WAS OIVERTED AT 2820112 FROM 
MISSION NUMBER 8-3-025 TO ASSUME ANC DUTIES. THE SNGY'S AND 
JOLLY GREENS WERE ALERTED AT 2820192 TO PREPARE FOR A FIRST 
LIGHT EFFDRT. AT 2820051 PALMER 02. F-4, HEARD A 9EPEP FOR 
FIFTEEN TO TWENTY SECON0, POSITION 1201108/CH 89. AT 2320077 
BARFLY £13, F-4, WHO WAS WORKING WITH SPECTRE 13. CLBRWFED THAT 
HE SAW A SAN COME OFF THE GR.C1UN AND HIT SPECTRE 13. TEN SEtoI)S1• 
LATER HE ISAV SPECTRE 13 IMPACT THE GPOUNDFOLWW(D BY -StCoPrD*Ry 
EXPLOSIONS. NAIL 17 WAS ON SCENE COMMANDER AT 282D402. AT 28 
20502 NAIL 17 REPORTED DYER THE WRECKAGE SITE. BEE'Pt-ROR-
VOICE CONTACT WAS HEARD. AT 2821152 THE SARTAF WAS ALERTED TO 
LAUNCH FOR A FIRST LIGHT EIFDRT.. SARTAF CDNSISTDIG OF 2A1E'S, 
214H-53'S, 2 NAIL F*C'S, AND 2 HC-3.30P'S WERE LALJ4OED TO THE 
SCENE, AT 29D0537 MAR- 72 21414-53'S AND 2 
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CONCLUD INS ;THE SAR EFFORT FOR THE: DAY. NO AERIAL REFUELUNGS 
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(2) TOTAL. FLYING TIME FOR MISSZON 

(Al OCT — q, 3ARRGP — 10 SORTIES FOR 62.2 HOURS 
() 4CARRS - 2 SORTIES FOR 5.6 HOURS 
(C) 5650W — 8 SORTIES FOR 27.3 HOURS 
101 4321RW - 1 SORTIE FOR 1.0 HOURS 
() 9'TFW - 2 SORTIES FOR 2.0 HOURS 
131 MISSION WAS SI ENDED AT 31/11302 MAR 72. ALL ETCRT5 

TO CONTACT AN 02JECTIVE EITHER VISUAL OR ELECTRICALY MET WITH 
NATIVE RESULTS. COMMANDER 7TH AIR FORCE AND 9 
TFW CONCURRED IN MISSION SUSPENSION. 

('ii KNG 27 ASSUMED AMC DUTIES AT 3016202. KThC 23 ASSUMMED 
AMC DUTIES AT 310245Z AND KING 22 ASSUMED AMC DUTIES AT 31C35Z. 

(5) FOUR AERIAL REFUELINGS WERE ACCOMPLISHED ON THIS 
MISSION. 
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flPECTRE 22/i/0 

(C) Jack declared a SAP. for Spectre 22A/0 at 2115L, on 

the evening of 30 March. Redbird 12, a on the scene, was 

receiving several beepers. Spectre was an AC-130 gunship and 

carried a crew of fifteen. 66 There was some initial concern 

about this SAP. because such a large operation had never before 

bcen attempted.1 ,7  

(5) Though thirteen of the urvivors were located in what 
F 

was considered a. permissive area, careful and massive prepara- 

tions were ixmned.iately begun. E2 :ht flights of BLtF-2 were 

placed-on ground alert, as were two flights of CBU-14, and four 

flights of CBU-25 and napalm. P,-,-!,3 Nails were dispatched and 

assistance was requested from Raven FACs. Air America helicop-

te's and Laotian T-28s, were place'l on alert at Pakse, Laos. It 

was decided to uso tibon as the regeneration base for follow-on 

Sandy nthsions, no extra armament, loads were assembled there. 

The 56th SOW also dispatched extra gou-d crewmen to augment 
168 

those at tibon. 

(C) The Pa're Nails beg.'n thc!r tank of sorting out beepers, 

talking to survivoro, and compiling a roster. By 0100L, 31 March, 

Pave Nail 39 had established contact with all fifteen crewmen. 

166. SARCO Report for Spectre 22A/0, 30 Mar 72, (Doe 67). 
167. Opinion of the Wing Historian, 
168, SARCO Report for Spectre 22A/0. 
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Two were just East of the main route structure and the other 

thirteen were clustered on the Northern edge of the Bolovens 

Plateau. No enemy reaction was noted in the area of the thir-

teen, but B and M were in an area of known AAA. India reported 

that his back was injured and could not move, 169  

(C) At 0430L, 31 March, the SAR forces took off from NKF 

and tjbon.and assembled over the main objective area. King sug-

gested that the SAR forces split so as to expedite the pickups 

before the gnew could reach the area. Sandys 03/04 joined 

with Jolly Greens 3/62, Sand 07/06 with Jolly Greens 60/66, 

and the hunt was on.170 
 

() Meanwhile, Sandys 01/02 proceeded to the route struc-

ture where Bravo and Metro were located. Nail 149 pointed out 

their chutes and the Sandys began trolling for ground fire. 

Some 23mm and 37irira guns came up and Nail 49  silenced these with 

fast mover "nape and snake" (CBiJ-2 and napalm). Two Air 

America helicopters approached from the West and were led in 

by the Sandys. The Sandys flew a daisy chain around the heli-

copters while each picked up a man. 171 

(C) The entire crew was in the fleet of helicopters by 

092L, only one hour and fifty minutes after the operation be-

gan. The only opposition encountered was the AAA in the area 

169. Ibid. 
170, Ibid. 
171. Ibid. 



tIjMwr"r'w 115 1 •• - 151 

of Bravo and Metro.  171 Much of the credit for the success and 

smoothness of operation of this SAR was attributed to the ex-

cellent radio dicipline of the survivors.172 The SAR was 

terminated at 0930L. 

171, Ibid. 
172. SAR Procedures Briefing attended by Wing Historian, 

presented by Capt. E. FL Jayne, Sandy Pilot, 1st S(, 1 Apr 72. 



40th 2RSq Ltitory, I Jaxzary - 31 1øzoh 1972 

Combat Saves 

DaTh MIS8ION NUMM 3Uwv)B 

136 CA]Pt Tohn  S.  -,Auvby 11 Feb 72 £saFox 

137 1Lt Thria 4. Dobson 11 Fab 72 .ea Yox 

138 3S9t iifl.i Z. Silva 17 Feb 72 3 )cg 12 

139 Capt . Loxg, M 02 :4ar 72 oey 219 

140 1Lt David G. 32ek13nr 19 :t4r 72 Nail 31 

141 Capt 3tphen ortesky 19 r 72 Jail 31 

142 Lt Col 0. F. Lentz 31 Mar 72 spectre 22 

143 Capt it. C.irdoii 31 Nr 72 Spectre 22 

14.4 4j J. C. A=zx 31 1ir 72 Sp.otr. 22 

14.5 Sgt C. J&Tis 31 4ir 72 Spectre 22 

14.6 MSgt N. ). Fmit 31 72 Spectre 22 

14.7 Mgt J. L Thrasher 31 4ar 72 Spectre 22 

148 Sgt D. Tiaxon 31 72 Spec. 22 

149 Sgt N. Tsacti 31 Mar 72 Spectre 22 

150 CptC.C.Tohiaon, Jr. 31  Mar  72 Spectre 22 

151 3Sgt Di 31 14ar 72 SPeatre 22 

152 Capt ... Uyburu 31 Aar 72 Spectre 22 

153 Sgt S. it. 340"s 31 Mar 72 Spectre 22 

154 Capt W. D. Fulk 31 Mar 72 Spectre 22 

21 
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(U) 

16 (5) 

18 (5) 

18 (5) 

19 (s) 

27 (c) 

The 56th Special Operations Wing as-
sumed Command and Control of the 23rd 
Tactical Air Support Squadron. 

An A-i J of the 1st Special operations 
Squadron made a gear-up landing at NEp 
due to battle damage. The aircraft 
received major damage. 

Nail 31, an OV-1 Ok of the 23rd Tactical 
Air Support Squadron was shot down in 
Steel Tiger. 

Sandy $1, an A-i J of the 1 at Special 
Operations squadron was shot down in 
Steel Tiger while searching for sur-
vivors of Nail 31. The pilot was res-
cued by an Air America. helicopter 
which was on the scene. 

Search and Recovery mission for Nail 
31 was successful. 

Search and Recovery mission for Jolly 
Green 61 downed in Northern Cambodia 
unsuccessful. No objective. 

Search and Recovery mission for Spectre 
22 shot down near the Bolovens Plateau 
in Laos succeesful. The entire crew of 
fifteen was recovered, 

Mar 

31 (C) 

*31L Ii IN L I 
!H-9c-OM-N 
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Spe:tre 22  

The end of the reporting pricd was marked by the spectacular rescue 

of all 15 crewmembers of a Spectre AC-130 gunship. At 2200, 30 March 

1972, Spectre 22 was hit by AAA while attacking trucks in the Steel Tiger 

area of Laos. The right wing burst into flames and the pilot, Captain Waylon 

87/ 

0. Fulk, gave the order to evacuate from the aircraft. 

While two crewmembers bailed out at that time, the others elected to 

remain with the aircraft temporarily. After a lapse of approximately 

10-15 minutes, it became apparent that they could no longer stay with the 

burning aircraft. Captain Fulk 1  by this time clear of the Steel Tiger 

area, again gave the order to bail out. When the remaining 13 crewmembers 

left Spectre 22, they were some 50 miles away from the first two crewmembers 

88/ 

who had bailed out earlier. 

The SAR forces were alerted for a first light effort and through the 

remainder of the night, other Spectre gunships and FAGS located the sur- 
89/ 

vivors and related their positions 'in terms of LORAN fixes. 

The following morning the largest rescue operation of its type began. 

The two survivors that had bailed out first--in Steel Tiger--were picked 

up by Air America and flown to Pakse, Laos where they were later recovered 

by a Jolly Green. The SARTF arrived at dawn and within two hours the Jollys 

had picked up the remaining 13 crewmembers and the operation was complete. 

69 



Prior to the Spectre 22 operation, there had been concern that the 

exiting procedures would not be adequate for effecting a rescue of a large 

number of survivors in a hostile area. To improve the situation, all SEA 

units were requested to submit connent5 or proposed changes for inclusion 

in a 5650W draft of changes to SAR procedures for large-crew aircraft. The 

final draft was to be forwarded to the 3ARRGp, and the changed procedures 
go / 

were to be briefed to all multi-crew tactical units flying in SEA. 

During the Spectre 22 SAR, the importance of a newly acquired asset--

the Spectre gunship--was confirmed. The equipment aboard the three AC-130s 

that circled the survivors that night made it possible to pinpoint the 

Positions of the crewmembers on the ground. These positions, in turn, were 

passed to the Jolly Greens, thus greatly reducing the time required to locate 

the men the following morning. 

While the survivors' exact positions were being determined, surprisingly 

little difficulty was encountered in communication. This had been another 

matter of concern for prospective multi-crew rescue operations. The diffi-

culties in locating 13 men in a relatively small area of jungle were compounded 

by the many aircraft at the scene, and presented a situation in which it 

could hardly be expected that effective radio communication could take place. 

It was a credit to the SAR force and to the crewrnembers of Spectre 22 that 

radio discipline was maintained to a degree that allowed the pickups to be 

rapidly accomplished. Sharing the credit were the Spectres and other 

aircraft that spent the night overhead, both locating the survivors' 

70 
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31 March 1972 

SUEJECT: Sandy 01 and 02 (Spec 22 5i111 

1. Sandy's 01, 02, 03, 04, 05, and 06 briefed at 03451. fore planned 
030L take-off. 

2. Sandye 01, 02, 03, and 04 were to go to the 54.R area. Sandy OS and 
06 were to cock on and be ready to take-off in c..ae of aborts ly  01, 02, 
03 or 04. It no one aborted r'5 and 06 were to take off later. 

3. Sandy 02 ground aborted 2 airplanes so 03 and 04 took off at 0445L 
and procedsd to the area. Sandys 05 and 06 did not take off because 07 
and 08 were airborne and on their way to the SAR area. 

4. Sandys 01, 02, 05 and 06 went back to TUOC and received an up dated 
briefing an the SAL-t area, survivors positions and eurvivors conditions. 

5. Sandys 01 and 02 took off at 0710L  and proceded to the holding point 
for the 13 survivors. On the way we received a briefing from King and 
were given a r4ial and DME to hold on. We arrived at the holding point 
at 0815L. 

6. There were 4 Sandys and 4 Jolly Greens working the large group of 
survivors with no opposition so Sandy 01 requested to proce,d acrose the 
trail to work the 1? 1 OT and "MIKE" survivors. King granted thie request 
and at 0825L Sandys 01 and 02 departed orbit and proceded to the area of 
iIB1 and 

7. We arrived in the arszL at 0845. Crossing the trail we observed sev-
eral rounds of 37MM fire in our area but none of it came close to us. 

8. Nail 52 had both "B" and "H" pinpointed and was orbiting over their 
position. Je were briefed by Nail 52, the only ground fire he observed 
was from a Z?U 1 kilometer north of "B" and he had put a flight of snake 
and a nape on it. 

9. Nail 52 put down a smoke rocket and then talked Sandy 01 into Bravo's 
position and then into Mike's. Both parachutee were visible from the air. 

10. Sandy 01 began trolling for ground fire at 500 to 1,000 ft. with 
Sandy 02 2,000 ft. higher looking for tracers and muzzle flashes. Sandy 
01 observed covered bunkers along the road and at least one enemy but no 
ground fire was observed. Sandy 01 put his rockets on the hunkers and 
CBU-25 along the river between "fl" and "11". 

11. While we were trolling, 2 H-34 helicopters called and said that 
they were procedin6 to our area and would be at a holding point approx-
imately 3 miles west of the survivors position at 091(L. 

12. At 0915L Sandy 01 determined that there was no ground fore in the 
inEediete area and decided to execute the pick-up. The plan was to 

iH1f*T1 A 
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6. (0245L) Sandy 1 thru 6 were briefed on all details of the SAR effort. 
Launch time for Sandy 1 thru 4 was scheduled for 0430L to provide arrival 
in the SAR area prior to first light. Sandy 5 and 6 were instructed to 
spare Sandy 1 thru. 4. Sandy  7 rnd 8 from Channel 93 and  5  and 6 from 
Channel 89 will launch at 0730L  and meet in the SAR area. All will rru 
to Channel 93 for turn around if required. Accurate positions for TIBU 

and MM" were obtained and forwarded to the Sandy's. "B" and "M" were 
situated near the route structure approximately 20M east of the other 
survivors. Priority for pickup was estblibed as follows; "]" (in-
jured), group of 12 tu'vivors, and 'I3" and "M.° Due to the separation 
and variance in ;osti1e environxent between the 2 locations, it was 
advisable to conduct two separate SAR efforts. Limitations in SAR 
resources prevented the possibility of 2 efforts at different locations 
at the same time. Sandy Low will assess the situation and determine how 
to employ the SAR forces. 

7. Sandy 1, 2, 5 and 6 experienced aircraft difficulties. Sandy 3 and 4 
launched at 0450L  and Sandy 7  and 8 were scrambled from Channel 93. 
Sandys arrived on scene at 0555L  and Sandy 3 assumed on-scene command. 
Assets at his disposal were: 

a. 4  A-l's and 4 fli-53's. 

b. 3 Nail FACa (ov-10). 

c. 1 Raven FAG. 

d. 2 flights of Snake and Nape on tanker and all QRF requested ex-
cept for CDU-14. 

e. Several Air America H1icopters and Laotian T-28' s with Mark 81 s 
on QRF. 

Sandy 1 anl 2 wer' iihed at 0715L and proceeded directly to TI13S  and 
"Mfl to work with Nail 9. Sary 5 and 6 airborne from Channel 89 at 

Phase "s" was initiated at 0725L and the first survivor ("I") 
was picked up at 0736L. The last survivor (B") was picked up at 0925L. 
For detailed information on pick-ups, refer to Sandy SAR reports. 

8. (0720L) Jack informed the SARCO that Wolfpack (without instructions) 
had launched all the OR? and sent thorn to the tanker. The QRF was placed 
under Nail 49's control and used in support of the pick up of "BU and Trf II 

9,  (0930L) All survivors recovered. SAR terminated. 

4 
GEORGE A. BATX"E J  Major, USAF 
SARCO 
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FJOM: 15t SOS (Maj atte/2754) 

SUBJECT: SARCO Report, Spectre 22 

TO 56th SOW (Do) 

1. At 2145L Jack reported that the 15 
had bailed out on approximately 00/90 
wae on-scene commander and had several 
Jack directed the SARCO to prepare for  

3 April 1972 

man crew of Spectre 22 (HC-130) 
of Channel 93. Redbird 12 (8-57) 
beeper contacts in the area, 
a first light recovery effort. 

2. Firát light coordination was initiated immediately and included the 
following:  

a. First light ordnance requested to be placed on QJiF was 8 flights 
of BLU-52, 2 flights of CBU 42, 2 flights of CDU-14, and 4 flights of 
snake and nape. The QRF reaction time to the scene was estimated to be 
45 minutes. 

b. RavenFAC assistance was requested and obtained. 

c. Sandy and Jolly assets were organized and briefings prepared L3 
for a launch to provide first light coverage. 

Ce
-

.  

3. (01001.) Nail 39 was on-scene commander.  He had established contact< 
with the entire crew of Spectre 22. All survivors indicate they were 

11  

in excellent condition except for who had an injured back and wasg < 
unable to move. Nail 39 had the general position of all survivors e* Z 
cept 'B' and "W. Nail 39 was reluctant to put in any ordnance dur4 () 
the night because he was not familiar with the area and did not have  AL Cx~ 
positive position of ull survivors. Spectres were requested and ap- 0 
proved to prov.e tactical coverage throughout the night. U 

4. Due to the position and number of survivors, the SARCO felt that U 
LU 

follow-on SAR forces could operate more efficiently from Channel 93.i 
The following coordinate was instituted to provide the above: 

a. Called Wolfpack.to  advise transit maintenance at Channel 93 
to expect and prepare for vastly increased requirements for Grade 115/ 
145 fuel in the morning. 

b. Called the Sandy armarent personnel at Channel 93 and instructed 
them to build up 4 extra Sandy armament loads (replacing LAU-3' s with 
M_47t5) and have them readily available. 

c. Transportation was arranged for 2-each flight line maintenance 
and arnament personnel to arrive at Channel 93 at 0730L. These per-
sonnel would augment the limited number in place at Channel 93. 

5. (0230L) Nail 43 was on-scene commander. 
13 of the 15 survivors which indicated that 
relatively small area. The position of IBU 
but they appeared to be considerably to t'* 
and possibly near the route structure. All 
and report no mo1eilnt in their area. 

He had a reliable fix on 
they were grouped in a 
and "M" was still in question, 
ea9t of the other survivors 
survivora.i.ire in_gocd jrita 

GRWJP..3 
DnWTa!kd at 12 ycr  io 
i'(t zatmaticsfly deu 
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-pick up " first and then ''. 

13. Sandy 01 dropped an 14-47 for a too f.r smoke. The helicopter was 
high and could see the smoke and st.rted proceeding toward the smoke. 
While the helioopter was coming in S.ndy 01 put down a smoke screen 
along the road with CB!J-22. When the helicopter got close to the smoke 
Sandy 01 vectored him over the '!3" survivor. Sandy 01 and 02 flvw a 
daisy chain around the helico'1 tcr during the pick up and observed no 
ground fire. 

14. after "Er' wo picked up Sandy 01 directed the other helicopter to 
the "Mm survivor while the first helicopter egresed and Sandy 02 laid 
a smoke screen Sandy 01 and 02 again formed a d$ey chain around the hel-
icopter and ag4n observed on around fire. 

15. After MM as picked up, at 0925L, Sandy Cl and 02 and the helicopter 
egressed the area to a point 3 to 5 alice west where the other helicopter 
was holding. all cliznad over this point to 10,500 ft, and headed for 
channel 82. Sandy Cl and 02 escorted the helicopters across the trail 
until releeed by theta. Sandy 01 and 02 than tTB'd, landing at channel 
89 at IIIOL. 

16. On post flight Sandy 01 observed that he had been hit in the right 
aileron by an AX-47 round. 

}bWINr,, Naj, UZ.F 
candy 01 

kt, BUCHtNN, Capt, US1F 
Sandy 02 
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31 March 72 

SUBJECT Sandy 7 and 8 (Spectre 22 &0 SAR) 

1. Sandy 7 and 8 (7 - Priebe/8 - Badal) took off fret Ubon UTi&FE 
at 0520 on the 31st of March 1972  and were told to proceed  to an 
initial holding point with Jolly* 53 and 62. Rendezvoused and after orbit- 
ing for approximately thirty minutes escorted the Jollyv to a final hold- 
ing point. King then suggested to Sandy 3 that the Se.R forces split up 
and n.ke multiple recoveries (Sandy 3 and 4  with  Jolly 53/62; Sandy 7/8 
with Jolly 60&66). The plan was agreed upon and 7 was told to rendezvous 
with haven 40 and (7A40) would evaluate the situation while Sandy 8 
escorted the Jollys in. ii.fter making numerous intimidation passes and 
locating the survivor with Raven 40 asistances  the Jolly. were committed
after Sandy 7  laid doM an-arsd H-47 plus SIP rockets for an IF. The hunt 
began and after approxtmatsly one hour ten survivors 'were rescued. Raven 
40 locating the survivors while Sandy 7 vectored the Jolly. .nd wtched for 
ground fire. Sandy 8 flew protective cover around the Jolly-s. Then Sandy 
7/8 and the Jolly 60 & 66JT 1 d Channel 93. 

G. Ph1EBEJ  1Lt, USAF 
Sandy 7 

E. Capt, U5tF 
Sandy S 



org 
Sandy 06 

Capt, USAF 

DOC-122±- 
S T A T E II E N T 

25 April 1972 

SUBJECT,  Sandy OS nri O (SAR - SPECTRE 22) 

I. Sandy OS and 06 launched from Oh. 89 at 0015Z  on 31 March 1972 and proceeded 
to the rendezvous point assigned by King. Upon arriving at the rendezvous point 
thich was directly over the group of 13 survivors it was learned that Sandy 07 
and 03 along with Sandy 03 and oh were working with Nail 43, Raven ho, and aev-
era]. Jolly Green helicopters and they were in the process of picking up the 
last of the 13 survivors. We orbited overhead until the last man had been pick-
ed up and then procoeded to rendezvous with Sandy 01 and 02 and Nail 49 who 
were working 20nia to the.east where the first two survivors had bailed out. 
Enroute we joined with and escorted another Nail FAG (call sign unknown) and 
three H-34 helicopters. Ly the time -*7e arrived in the area Sandy 01 and 02 were 
ready for the pick up attempt and we again orbited overhead while the H-34's 
completed the recovery of the two survivors. King then directed us to escort 
two Jolly Green helicopters to P. S. 13 but they were 30nm ahead of us and were 
already headed toiard the site. The Jolly Green's landed at P. S. 18 prior to 
our arrival. We returned to Oh 89 and landed at Ohloz.  This mission was an out-
standing exarle of being a day late and a dollar short from beginning to end. 

4Lk27I&4 
Robert F. Burke, Capt, USAF 
Sany OS 
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The Loss of Specter 22 
30 March 1972 

frnm an email submitted by 
David J. Preston 

(Webmaster note: This email was the result of a posting on the "Can You Help" page from Donna M. 
Inman (Tisron).) 

I tried last night tn send the accompanying letter (email) in response to your "can you help" 
notice nil the ,lnlly Green page. 1 experienced technical difficulties in transmitting but 
fortunately saved the letter to file. I hope it may prove to be of some help to you. Pin copying 
to the jolly site with hopes it might be posted. In going over my notes, I compiled the following 
data regarding the number of aircraft flown during this mission: 7 Jolly Greens (HH-53s), 8 
Sandies, 3 Kings (1 tanker, 1 reserve), 11 strike flights (7 expended ordinance), 4 B-66s, 6 F-
105s, 13-14 Nail FACs, 3 Raven FACs, 3 Hotels (Air America helicopters), 4 Spectres, 1 Stormy 
(F-4 Recce/FAC), and other assorted suppnrt aircraft. 
David 1. Preston 

Dear Donna, 

You are looking for information regarding Spectre 22 and the subsequent rescue of its 
fifteen crewmemhers. I believe 1 may he able to help in some way. 1 was the Airborne Mission 
Commander flying the "King 27" aircraft that fateful night. I say fateful because fate surely 
played a part in that eventual successful recover. My crew and I were on rescue alert that 
night and were scrambled from Knrat RTAFB aiid arrived on scene before midnight. Spectre 
01 and Spectre 21 were in the area trying to raise any survivors on rescue radio frequencies. 
The crash site was in southern Laos in a traditionally hostile location not too far from 
Saravane. At this time it had not been determined how many had survived. Just one or two 
nights earlier, another Spectre had been shot down and no one had survived. After gathering 
as much information from Spectre 21 as I could, Spectre 20 relieved Spectre 21 on scene shortly 
thereafter and thence began nnie nf the largest and most complex combat rescue operations ever 
attempted. 

We had by this time determined that we had an unknown number of survivors from the IS 
crcwmcmher aircraft. (Note: Because most of our rescues involved only one or two 
crewmem hers and were, in themselves. highly complex operations, we in King often questioned 
our own procedures and preparedness for prosecuting a rescue for a large-crewmember 
aircraft. As fate would have it, I would be the nnie to find nut.) 

After the Spectre had obtained radio contact with some of the survivors and learned that the 
aircraft had traveled some distance after being hit befnre they hailed out, I started to plan the 
oil-scene operation assuming that most, if nint all, had gotten out of the aircraft and were 
potential survivors. My objective, at this point, was to facilitate a communication and night 
visual search for as many as 15 men in preparation for either a night (LNRS) recovery or a first 
tight attempt. We requested multiple Nail FAC (Fnrward Air (nntrol) aircraft to overfly the 
target area and attempt communication on each of the four rescue frequencies. Allocating one 
frequency to each of four Nail FACs as they arrived nn scene, we began a night-long process of 
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gathering information and searching and eventually obtained radio contact with all 15 
crewmembers. Since the on- scene time was limited for each FAC hy his fuel endurance, a 
cycling of aircraft was necessary and replacement aircraft/crews had to enter the subject area 
to continue the operation alter heiiig briefed by myself or my crewmelnhers and by the Nail 
crew they were replacing. 

Concurrently, we had obtained fighter-bomber resources to orbit awaiting a possible need to 
deliver ordinance on enemy forces which might compromise the safety of the survivors. As the 
night progressed and more survivor locations were determined, SAR forces (Joflvs and Sandies) 
were launched from NKP and I)aNang in case pickup attempts could be made before first light 
utilizing LNRS (Limited Night Recovery System) techniques (night vision goggles). Because of 
the scope of this rescue operation, all airborne resources--SAR, fighter- hum bers, FACs, fast 
FACs, recce and others were made available for this mission. Additionally. Air America 
helicopter resources were volunteered and made ready. 

We determined that two survivors had exited the aircraft shortly after it was hit and they 
were located approximately 40 miles east of the main congregation of survivors. I assigned 
FAC support to this secondary SAR area to determine as much information as possible. Now 
we had, in effect, a SAR within a SAR--a situation which sometimes arose because of a loss of 
an aircraft engaged in a rescue mission and the ensuing need to rescue those crewmembers in 
addition to the original objectives. Surely a situation to avoid if at all possible because of the 
complicating factors and greatly increased difficulty in maintaining coordination, command 
and control of two simultaneous rescue operations. Since the threat to the two survivors at the 
secondary location was unknown, 1 decided that as long as their situation was stable, I would 
concentrate the search and rescue efforts in the area with 13 known survivors and delay the 
east side pickups until the primary area recovery operations were underway. By doing this, I 
hoped to avoid complications which would ensue if the east side recovery went bad; i.e. hostile 
fire, loss of rescue aircraft, discovery of survivors location by the enemy etc. Since everything 
appeared to be relatively quiet in that area, compared to the enormity of the operation on the 
west side. I felt that we couldn't risk a loss of control at any point. 

After the night-long efforts and the utilization of well over 100 aircraft--including every SAR 
aircraft in Southeast Asia--at first light the primary scene Jollies and Sandies began their 
coordinated efforts to pickup the 13 men located on the west side. It soon became apparent 
that the miten were more closely grouped together than originally thought. Our carefully laid 
out plans to divide up the survivors to different .Jolly/Sandy teams quickly unravelled as soon as 
one Jolly started a run-in for a hover over a known location for a survivor, another survivor 
would make his presence known in the near vicinity by radio transmission and this would 
happen again and again until all t3 men were safely picked up hy at least four different Jollies. 

Because of this and the date, it truly was an Easter Egg Ilunt. 

At the same time that the main rescue force was initiating their recoveries, I released the 
east side resources to prosecute pickups of the B and M crewmelnbers. The east side resources 
consisted of two Air America helicopters, a Raven FAC and a Nail FAC. Also Sandy I & 2 were 
there for the pickups. Since we had purposely kept this location as quiet as we could through 
the night, we had not drawn a lot of attention from enemy forces in this area. Just prior to the 
pickup attempts, one of the survivors reported vehicle activity and a man walking tip a road 
not far from his location. Some ordinance was laid down on the road between the two 
survivors. Hotel 45 and Hotel 59 (Air America) each planned to pickup one of the survivors to 
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minimize hover time in the area. The pickups were made successfully and those east-side 
resources began their egress to the west. Hotel 45 picked up the B man and Hotel 59 picked up 
the NI crewmember at 0928 local time. This completed the successful recovery nf all 15 
crew niem hers. 

What had taken place that night of March 30-31, 1972 took its place as the largest successful 
aircrew recovery of the entire war. A day or two later, the renowned Bat 21 rescue operation 
commenced on Easter Sunday. It too was a very large, but prolonged rescue and recovery--and 
resulted in the eventual rescue of but one survivor and the loss of one Jolly Green with all 
aboard. A hnok was written about that mission which later was made into a movie (a poor 
representation of the professionalism and extensive resources employed by those who served in 
the Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service and other supporting groups--Special Operations). 

Donna, I nifer my sincere condolences In you and your children for your loss. 1 have never 
met any of those men from Spectre 22, nor from any of the numerous other rescue missions in 
which I participated, with the exception of Lt. Col Hannbleton, the subject of the Bat 21 
operation. I wish I could have met your husband. Who knows the cumulative effects of 
combat flying and the effect nf at least nnie terrnr-filled night alone in the jungle which he 
experienced. Be assured though, he was a very important mail, as was any man unfortunate 
enough to become the object of a rescue mission in Southeast Asia. Scores of military men have 
risked, and many have lost their lives in such nnissiniis. Nn expense was ever spared to save just 
one man and that's why I'm extremely proud to have experienced, firsthand, the bravery and 
dedication of all those who served that cause--especially the Jnlly, Sandy, Air America and FAC 
crews. 

Just one final note in regard to your questions. In the letter designations assigned to each 
crewmember of a multi-crewmember aircraft. A is assigned to the aircraft commander, B to the 
copilot, C to the navigatnr and so nn through the crew list. The two survivors which were 
picked up on the east side were B and Ni which indicates that one was the copilot and the other 
was a crewmember in the rear of the aircraft. I dnn't know what crew position your husband 
was but perhaps that will answer one of your questions. To answer another nf your questions, 
the Air America helicopters transferred their survivors to one of the Jollies for their delivery 
back to IJbnn. If a copy of the flight orders could be located from Spectre records, you could 
determine the name of the B and Ni crewmemhers. My notes from the mission indicate a 
broken leg suffered only by the N crewmember who was picked up on the west side. Others 
suffered various neck and back injuries. 

1 hnpe that this has been of some help to you. Through the years, I often thought that a 
hook written about the Spectre 22 mission wnuld present some kind of closure for me but life 
has been too busy to do all the necessary preparations and story gathering. I am copying this 
letter tn the Jolly Green bulletin board with hopes that someone involved in that mission and 
others might share what information and recollections they may have--Ken Ernst, Dale Stovall, 
Super-Sandy Randy .Jaynes--where are you? 

Sincerely, 
David J. Preston 
Ki lp,

.2 
7 1 

Paci fic Stars and S1iipc Article on the rescuc 
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To: (unknown), INTERNET:Kig272@acl. om 
CC: "Robert. LaPointe', riapoorte 
From: Robert. LaPointe', INTERNET: riapol nt.a@qci ,net 
7at.e: 5/23/90, 9M 
Re: Re: Rescue Bock 

Thanks for your e-mail. I was Jr'.aware that. the HC-130 PJ4C changed call 
signs. 

Durorig my ecent. research trfp to Mel. : obtained a ccpy of a mission 
report for a downed AC-1313 on 28 Mar 72. 
'rail nurnbe. 550044, Pilot Major Irving B. Ramsowex. The reports consist of 
twotlIThlED:ATF, mesanes from 3 ARRGp tc Chief St.aff iJEAF. Total number of 
pages five. 
Both these messaaes odsrit:fy the downed aircraft as SPECTRE 13. 

I would be glad to mail you a copy of these messages if yOU send me a postal 
address. 

I colected several hundred mission reports durr:q my trip to Maxwe.1 
However T was able to get less than 20 reports from 1972. They are all 
c_assified FOISt. I am in the process of obtaining an official sponsor so 
tnat I car: access thrs last h -  t_ of data. 

If I am sur:cossfui on accessing this data, I will provxde you the m.ision 
epochs ycl] asked for. = cc: riot ar.ticipate returning to Maxwell until Jan 
2000. The onto J collected or: civ ii car crop needs to be processed into 
usable form f rat.. 

In return for this assistance I would request. your assistance in providing 
information en the trans: hion from Crown to King callsigns. If you have any 
type pr:rnct-y source rnaLe isi ceo toy wet site 
nttp: riots,:: oci . net/rl apoinz.:: cases ensitiv€C fox a description of primary 
sOUce material. It is cattad under ttie purpose statement. 
I11 the event you have noLhj.r.q promary, e-r0ar :estimony might be usable. 

Jood luck with your boo'-. It. is tizr.e to toll these stories. There has been 
entirely too much fiction wrrtten about Vietnam. 

Rob LaPoiril:.e 

Original Message- 
From: Kinq272l@ao1.c0m <Klr.q272l@aol.com > 
To: olspoi.nte@gci net <rl anoint.e@goi . rich> 
Date: Wednesday, May 12, 19l 7:54 ilK 
Subject.: Rescue Book 

1 applaud your effort_ r. w:iti:iu a comprehensive history of rescue in 
>Southeast. sj.a I have had hopos of driplicatitig at least some of your work 
>in compii.onq mater isi for a book detsi hog the pectre 27 m_-,,soon (Kit 
30 - I 
>1972) which involved tIm successful rescue of o5 AC-1-30 crewmen from the 
.sStel Ti nec. I cartocipaced in that. mission arid sevoxal others as Airborne 

, >Misoon Ccaiander from King aircraft.. In you:. synopsis of participants, I 
'note that you include Crown: lout predcrc:esso:) hut. nat. King which later 
>handled time ::.ommand/coordinat. c:-i/retueling role. I would hope that the 
>contrihut.:oris of Kinq would not be left out of your book. If you have 
need 
>t,-.)r backo.m:ound informacion regarding our onerations, I would he happy to 
>assi st. you. In return, I woud appeci ate any mission: report material you 
smay have on the Spectre 22, Nail 3., itiiter 82, Ashcan 01, Oyster 0lB. 

1 
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From: King2721©aolcorn <King2721©aoL corn> 
To: rlapointe©gcinet <rlapointe©gci.neP 

Date: Wednesday, May 12, 1999 7:54 AM 

Subject: Rescue Book 

Bob, 
I applaud your efforts in writing a comprehensive history of rescue in 

Southeast Asa. I have had hopes of duplicating at least some of your work 
in compiling material for a book detailing the Spectre 22 mission (Mar 30-31, 
1972) which involved the successful rescue of 15 AC-130 crewmen from the 
Steel Tiger I participated in that mission and several others as Airborne 
Mission Commander from King aircraft. In your synopsis of participants, I 
note that you include Crown (our predecessor) but not King which later 
handled the command/coordination/refueling role. I would hope that the 
contributions of King would not be left out of your book. If you have need 
for background information regarding our operations I would be happy to 
assist you In return, I would appreciate any mission report material you 
may have on the Spectre 22, Nail 31, Gunfighter 82, Ashcan 01:  Oyster 01 B. I 
alo plan to spend some time at Maxwell, but since I am stHl employed 
full-time as a corporate flight department chief pilot and manager, I find it 
difficult to utilize time to this end 
Sincerely. 
Dave Preston 
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...A strø.g. pit? 
The snake, a 10-foot relative of the 

boa constrictor, is the mascot of the 
P13. Nicknamed "Stretch,' the python 
has been with the PIS for almost three 
Years and is an accepted member of the 
closely-knit organization. 

The PTs chuckle a little as  they 
watch the first-tire visitor's eves 
widen in disbelief as he takes in every 
u)th of the snake stretched out on the 
floor of their office. 

'Fear is always the reaction when 
3 wearte sees Stretch for the first 
time," crmrents Sgt. Michael L Wagner, 
but in researching the subject we 

found that the pythons don't become a 
threat to man until they are IS feet 
long. Stretch is only 10 and ill feet 
long.' 

Stretch is handled without fear by 
tne PJs, but most visitors are a little 
bit cautious about grabbing the 60-
pound snake. 

Stretch's frequency of eating is de-
termined by the heat. When its extreme-
ly warrrr • he eats regularly. but 4en 
its cold he gets a little bit finicky. 
ftLr-thg me rainy season Stretch went 
for three months without eating. 

Although the snake is not house-
broken, a few of the PJs have even let 
tretth share their bedrooms. 
I '1 don'': know why so many people 
ink th*t's so weird," Sergeant Wagner 

said, stooping over as he allowed aver 
three yards of tubular muscle to Lmwrap 
Itself from his body, A lot of the 
guys on base have dogs.. ." 

A WSCUED CWM514 steps down from e fI4-53 $gr Jo l ly Green Giant after b,Itrn 
put led SO sb+•l'v f rom the j ungles  of aovtern Laos. He was one of 115 girwan who 
bal led out of an AC-I30 ounsrre and was rescued by re'.ber, of the 40th  Aercenace 

P*scue and scovery Squadron. 

40th ARRSq rescues Spectre crew 
TAN S('N 1-LTT AB, WN -- All 15 crewnanthers of a downed AC-130 Spectre were Tm,-

oied from Laos in me of the- most successful recovery effortts in the Vietnam war, 
The runship was hit by c'...zLlst antiaircraft artillery fire while on an inter-

diction ecission over the lower panhandle of LAos. Although the aircraft was ser-
iously d.wnaged, the gunship pilot managed to keep the plane airborne long enough 
for all crewmen to bail out. 

The iS men successfully parachuted 
to the grand, and forward air control-
ler, established radio contact with all 
the Sen. Each aits location was 
pinpointed and rescue aircraft remained 
ovthea4 thrahcait the night to assure 
the safety of the downed men. 

At first Light, the tew.e forces 
began the actual recovery. The first 
man was picked rç at 8:30 a.m. by an 
+1-53 Super Jolly Green Giant commanded 
by Maj. Kenneth E. Ernest. 

Other rescues were made by helicop-
ter, commanded by Majors Frederick C. 
Hartsteth and David G. Eia and Capt. 

Dole E. Stovall. Captain Stovall reccy-
sred eight of the downed airmen. 

Sgt. Charles D. 4lrath and SSgt. 
Charles D. 'rrw descended on jtzgle 
penetrators to aid injured ,, on board 
the rescue helicopters. 

The list crewman was hoisted aboard 
at 10:30 a.m. Several Twn experienced 
minor injuries during bail out. How-
ever, one airman did sustain a leg 
fracture and another a wotecI in the 
neck • None were listed as serious. 

The fair rescue helicopters, from 
the 40th Mrpacr Rescue and Pecovery 
Squadron, experienced no ground fire In 
the rescue operation. 

41st aircrew catches rocket nose cone 
FW'4ILTCN AFB, Calif. -.  44 

iircrew from the 41st Aero-
space Rescue and Recover' 
Squadron has returned to Her-
Ilton AFB after performing an 
serial recovery of a Nike 
rocket nose cone. 

The launch at Wallops Is-
land, Va. • was made by N&SA 
to test stresses on the nose 

( one. 
"-_ Though hampered by poor 

weather condittcms, the roc-
ket was launched and the Her-
cules. commanded by Hej. Ton  

Threy, was waiting at 18,000 
feet for the descending nose 
cone. 

The  rocket pushed the cone 
to an altitude of 41,000 feet 
where the nose separated and 
parachuted twari earth. 

1i'rmdiately ,potting the 
parachute, the recovery crew 
flew two i.nst*ction passes to 
make sure the parachute had 
deployed property and there 
are no irregularities in the 
Drfload (most cone). 

They then made ready for 
the catdr 

During the recovery, the 
rear rasp of the aircraft is 
opened and two ZS-foot long 
poles connected by a cable 
with grappling hooks are ex-
tended out at a di,esard an-
gle. The cable is attached to 
a winch wMdi acts like the 
drag on a fishing rod. 

Satisfied with the inspec-
tion passes, Major Threy made 
his first recovery pass. He 
flew a few feet above the  

parachute, allowing the hooks 
to grab it. The cable disen-
gaged from the poles and 
played out from the winch to 
absorb the shock and prevent 
the line from snapping. 

Within ID minutes the nose 
cone was safely hauled aboard 
th. aircraft. 

Crew,rember, ming the 
recovery equipment were ).Sgt. 
Edward Anderson. Technical 
Sergeants Norm Taul and Grady 
Coleman. and Sgt. flaki. 
Al Ian. 



15 Gunshipmen rescued 
from Southern Laos 

TAN SON NHUT AB—"Happiness is Air Rescue at its best. 
Beautiful' Fantastic! Thanks from the SPECS," was the message re-
:eived by the 3d Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Group commander, 
o1. Cecil N. Muirhead, on behalf of his units' performance in the 

escue of 15 downed AC-130 gunshipmen. 
All 15 crewmembers of a downed Spectre gunship were rescued 

larch 31 from Laos in one of the most successful recovery efforts in 
he Vietnam war. 

The gunship, hit by communist AAA fire on an interdiction mis-
ion over the lower panhandle of Laos, was seriously damaged. The 
'unship pilot managed to keep the plane airborne long enough for 
11 airmen to bail out. 

The 15 men successfully parachuted to the 
ground, and FACs established radio contact 
with all the men. Each airman's location was 
pinpointed and rescue aircraft remained over-
head throughout the night to assure the safety 
of the downed men. 

At first light, the rescue forces began 
actual recovery operations. The first man 
was picked up at 8:30 a.m. an HH-53 Super 
Jolly Green Giant helicopter commanded by 
Maj. Kenneth E. Ernest. 

Other rescues were made by choppers 
commanded by Majors Frederick C. Hartstein 
and David G. Daus, and Capt. Dale E. 
Stovall recovered eight of the downed airmen, 
the first saves for the captain as a chopper 
commander. 

So,&- and S2±. 
Charles D, Morjow descended on jungle pene-
rators to ail injured men onto the rescue 

helicopters. 
The last crewman was hoisted aboard at 

10:30 am. Several men experienced minor 
injuries during bail out. One sustained a 
leg fracture and another a wound in the neck. 
None were listed as serious. 

The Jolly Green crews experienced no 
ground fire in the rescue operations. The 
four rescue helicopters belonged to the 40th 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron. 

The rescued airmen brought the total of 
combat saves by the 40th to over 150 men. 
SEA saves by all the 3d ARRG units now 
total more than 3,450. 



• rescued crewman steps down from a Super Jolly Green helicopter alter being pulled to safety 
irni the jungles of Southern Laos. He was one of 15 airmen who bailed out of an AC-130 gun-
no and wax rescued 1w members of the 40th Aerosnace Rescue and Recovery Squadron. 
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1971 (cont) 

2 Nov- 
5 Nov 71 
(cont) 

1972  

on 5 November. When the cost was tallied, it was determined that 

shipment by airlift or sealift would have been less expensive. 

frrying ws I option, irlift or se 1 

might not be available. 

20 Feb 72 Operation Long Flight. ARRS established a new world record for 

turbo-prop aircraft distance in a straight line for 14,052 kilo-

meters (or 8,732.09 miles) on 20 February 1972. Lieutenant 

Colonel Edgar L. Allison, Jr., was pilot of the HC-130. The 

flight originated at Chung Chuan Kang AR, Taiwan, and touched 

down at Scott AFB, Illinois, after 21 hours and 12 minutes of 

total flight time. The flight broke the previous distance record 

as it passed over Portland, Oregon. Later, during 1974, 

Lieutenant Colonel Allison (Retired) was awarded the Harmon 

International Trophy in recognition of this achievement. 

 

30 Mar- 
31 Mar 72 

An AC-130, "Spectre 22," with 15 crewmen aboard was hit by enemy 

antiaircraft fire near Paksong, Laos, but all crewmen were able 

to bail out. On the following day the 40th ARR Squadron sent 

out five HH-53s and brought back all 15 crewmen. 

The ARRS detachment at Clark AR, Republic of the Philippines, 

launched an H-3 and an HC-130 to rescue a scientific expedition 

of 46 persons, including Charles A. Lindbergh, stranded in a 

jungle area of Mindanao. The group had been studying a lost 

tribe in the tropical rain forest. Forty-six saves were recorded. 

1 Apr- 
2 Apr 72 

13 Apr 72 Captain Bennie D. Orrell won the Air Force Cross as a result of 

a rescue mission in Southeast Asia. Following the enemy spring 

offensive through the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) on 30 March, 

rescue activity increased dramatically. On 13 April the 40th 

ARR Squadron was tasked to find United States Marine Corps Major 

Clyde D. Smith who was down between Tchepone, Laos, and the DMZ. 

Captain Orrell, piloting an HH-53, approached the search area, 

and Major Smith popped his smoke" to show his location. The 

smoke drifted uphill before it emerged from the trees. When 

Captain Orrell hovered at that spot, Major Smith made a "max 

effort' run uphill to the hoist. He grabbed it, but Captain 

Orrell encountered enemy fire and was forced to retract the 

hoist and didn't know Major Smith was there until the hoist 

cleared the trees. 
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