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(C) Jack declared a SAR for Covey 219, an OV-10A out of 

DaNang,  at 1630T, on 2 March 1972 The approdmite location of 

the survivor was 062/95/93. At 16142L, Jack launched Sandys 

05/06 and two Jolly Green from 17'n0 5an4y 01/02 scrambled 

from NXP and. from DaNang Sand 0i/08 and two more Jolly Greens. 

At 174()L,,  Sandys 03/014 and two LYRS equipped Jolly Greens took 

off from 

(c) Eruoute to the objective area Sandys: 05/06 learned 

from King 22 that the Sandys and Jolly Greens out of DaNang 

were aJso eriroule. Sandy 05 dod 1  'i to hold this flight 1at 

of the route structure for the time being so as to avoid their 

crossing the high threat unnecessarily, Meanwhile, Coveys 291 

and 206 had diverted to the surviv-rls area and were in radio 

contact with him. Covey- 291 had positively identified Covey 

219T3 voice. Covey 219 had run about 11-2  miles up a hill and 

into the jungle to avoid capture. He wan obviously in good 

condition.1146 

(C) Sandys 05/06 arrived in the area at 1757L, and after 

a briefing, aso'wned on-scene command of the SAR, Though a Pave 

Nail had been diverted to the area it was nct needed as Covey 

291 and 206 had done their jobs well. Their initial efforts 

1145. SARCO Report for Covey 219, 7 Mar 72, (Doe 65). 
140. Ibid. 
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greatly aided the SAR for-e. Covey rflrected Sar.y Ø to 

the survivor'-; location. Sandy made several proling passes 

to ferret ground fire but none came up. Sandy 06 was sent to 

direct Sandy 01/02 and the Jolly Greens to the holding point 

about two miles from the survivor. As the SAR force ingressed 

over the valleys from the West it received some 57mm fire. At 

1800L.9   the force executed the pickup phase. As Jolly Green 57 

went into hover the escorting Sa;.1ys expended various types of 

ordnance is r  a protective  mea.-jure., 147 

(c) At 180L, just three miites before sunset, Jolly 

Green 57 reported that the survivor was aboard. The egress route 

toward, the West was over the va1 ys and again enemy AtA attacked 

the SAR force. These firings were by several 37rmn guns. The 

Sandys attacked these guns and though nonc were believed destroyed 

they were silonced.1118 

(C) It was never necessary to bring the DaNang force ac-

cross the route structure and they were released to fly back to 

flaNang. Sandys 0/06 returned tc TJbon and, the remaining SAR 

aircraft landed at NKP after a qAcky executed EAR. 
1149 

(C) Sandy pilots believed the relitive ease of this SAR in 

a heavily defended area was because of ',he quick response by the 

SAR forces. They felt that SARs tat involved a lot of ground 

147. ibid. 
148. Thid. 
149. Ibid. 
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Planning nn'I cont.roi rt11'1 to ch tne for the enemy to 

organize his defenses and,thi, '-'-'-0tiTr0s umece3sarily jeop-

ardized the SAR force and the su -vivors. 
150 

10. Intvw, Wing Historian h Capt R F. Burke, Pilot, 
1.t SOS, 6 May 72. 



Date: 2 Mar 72 

Mission Number: 8-3-015 

Aircraft Designation: King 22 

Mission Objective: Covey 219 

Location: IC 4466 

Saves: I 

At 09132  Covey 219 working in Steel Tiger took ground fire and called May 
Day on guard frequency. icing 22 established contact and requested 2198 
position. 219 stated, after some confussion, he thought he was between route 
23 and 994. Covey 206 and Raven 42+ also heard May Lay call and Raven 44 said 
he thought he heard Covey 219's last position was route 233.  Coordinants IC 
57761 5 were given as a mid-point of route 233 by haven 44.  Raven 44 returned 
to base due to fuel, and Covey 206 was appointed on scene c0n4er. Four 
Covey aircraft and fast FACs were ordered from ABCCC. By direction from King, 
Covey 206 set up a search along route 233 using Seafox 3, GunaDks 05, Covey 
233 & 235. Covey 291 was inbound to the area. Seafox 3 picked up a beeper 
on 243.0, guard, and moments later voice contact was etablied. Covey 291 
then picked up voice with 219 anci was appointed on scene cai.r, tivis 0940Z. 
Position was established as XC 4466. Jolly's 57/ 56 were directed from channel. 
93; time 09252. Two more Jolley's were ordered along with 4 Sa1iie; 2 Zroia  
CH 89, and 2 from CH 77. Covey  291  put survivor on Delta frequscy and all 
SAR support were directed to come up 282.8 UHF, time 09442. Covey 291 stated 
the area was permissive and the survivor in good shape. 

Sandy 5/6 flight arrived approximately 10302,  and after briefing ..ased on 
scene. After trolling for ground fire and locating survivors emct position 
(225/66/103), phase Alpha commenced, time 10532; Jolly 57 was low bird, 56 
high. Covey 291 spoted an enemy mover approximately B ld.lotrs SW of 
of the survivor, and was cleared to use Falcon 46 flight to stop the truck. 
Phase Bravo commenced at 11002, and survivor was on board Jolly 57 at 1105Z. 

Some ground fire was received upon egress by Sandy 5 & 6, but was eU.j.d. 

•Kin& 22 Crewabers  

AW Capt Robert J. %4a1dren 
CF iLt Thomas 1. Parks 
N Maj James W. Rust 
Fh MSgt Roy E. Thompson 
FE TSgt Edward L. Pike 
f) SSgt Earl C. Ray 
F) TSgt Jimmy N. Freeman 
L.M SSgt Rex D. te. ens 

4sd 

Forces Used  

Covey 206, 219, 233, 235 
Seafox 03,  GunsLok. 05. 
Falcon 46 
Gunfighter 22 was held but not used. 

ROBERT J. WALT2N, Capt, USAF 
Aircraft Commander/Airborne Mission Cozor 

• •.,r L;r 

1_ 
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MISSION 

Combat Saves 

SDviv0B 

136 C.pt John 3. urphy 11 Fab 72 isa Fox 

137 ILt ThCkaa 4. Dobson 11 Feb 72 Sea Yox 

138 35gt 41H Z. 3ilva 17 l?eb  72 3ini g 12 

139 Capt iJAn  L rUg, = 02 Aar 72 QVO' 219 

140 1 Lt David G. 3reAImnn 19 liAr 72 Nail 31 

141 Capt Stephen Bot.08k7 19 lir 72 Jil 31 

142 Lt Ccl 0. 7. Lentz  31 4ur 72 Spectre 22 

143 Capt R. C&rdcsi 31 Nr 72 Spectre 22 

144 Hj D. G. Lixon 31 Mar 72 Spectra 22 

145 Sgt C. Davis 31 4r 72 Spectre 22 

146 MSgt If. J. Fro at 31 4r 72 Spectre 22 

147 gt J. L Thriabsr 31 4ar 72 Spectre 22 

143 Sgt D. Tieron 31 4ar 72 Spectre 22 

149 Sgt N. Tegi 31 Mar 72 3_s 22 

150 Capt C • C. Johnson, Jr. 31 Xar 72 Spectre 22 

151 SSgt 31 14ar 72 Spectre 22 

152 Capt i. &'bn 31 gar 72 Spectre 22 

153 Sgt S. L 3eiea 31 Aar 72 Spectre 22 

154 Cipt W. 3. Fu1 31 Aar 72 Spectre 22 

21 
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SAR Report Covey 219 2 March 1972 

Sandy 5 - Capt finnald E. Smith 
Sandy 6 - 1st Lt Carl D. l3levina, Jr. 

1. At 1620L Sandy 5  and 6 were scrambled by Wolfpack. Sandy 5 and 6 
were airborne at 1635 and told to proceed to XC and contact King 22. 

2. Jolly Crean 57 advised Sandy 5 that King did not have a VHF radio and 
that they were monitoring 316.0 UHJ! for the SAL Sandy 5 contacted King 
22 on UhF and was advised that Covey 719 with om crewmeaiber was down at 
XC 527615. Covey 291 and 206 ware nn scene trying to pinpoint the sur-
vivor. After determining the survivor's approximate location, Sandy 5 directed Jolly 57 to proceed to, and hold over a 4056 feet mountain about 
1ONM west of the survivor. 

3. Sandy 1 end 2 ware advised of the Jolly holding point and directed to pivceed there to escort the Jollys 

4. King 22 advised Sandy 5 that Sandy's 7 and g and another flight of 
Jolly Greens were enroute from Da Nang. Sandy 5 decided to hold thee 
east of the trail to avoid having them cross a high threat area unneces-sa rily. 

5. Covey 291 was in radio contact with the survivor and positively identi-
fied his voice. 

64 Sandy 5 flight arrived on scene at about 1715 and Covey 206 directed Sandy 5 to the survivor's location. 

7. The survivor had evaded capture by running about Ii miles up a hill 
and into the jungle. He had already been directed to go to 282 UHF and he was in good condition. The initial on acene conder duties perfor.d 
by Covey 291 and 206 greatly aided the rescue forces . Sandy 5 took on scene command at 1720L. 

8. Another Covey was sent by Sandy 5 to V.R. the roads to the west and south of the survivor for movement • One truck was observed mvine toward 
the survivor by the Covey,  and was destroyed by a flight of F-41 s. 

9. The survivor was hidden in the jungle and Sandy 5 could only fix his 
position to within 40 to 50 meters. Initially the survivor reported that he had seen and heard nothing to indicate ene1!q troops in the area. Sandy 5 made several low passes over the area and encountered no greund fir. Covey 219 then stated that he may have heard movement southwest of his 
Position in the direction of the aircraft wreckage. Sandy 5 made several more passes in this area shooting 20MM, 7.62, and CBU-.25. No fire was re-turned and nothing more wae heard by Covey 219. 

I I p• 
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 Sandy 6 was sent to direct Sary I and 2 and Jo1 p4)Lt to 
final holding point about 2 fx-om the survivor. Dur U hrss' across 
the valley et of the survivor, the Jdllys took 57)01 fire but were not hit. 

11. Sandy 5 briefed the S,R for'es on VIE' 123.1 after they arrived at the 
final holding point. An armed 14-47 was dropped by Sandy 5  for the P and 
Ssniy 5 and 6 used CI3U-22 for a rrzwke screen southwest of the survivor. 
At about lflOo the SAR forces executed the pickup phase. After Jolly 57 
went into a hover, Sandys 1, 2 and 6 covered him with various types of 
ordnance. Sandy 5 remained over the survivor to reley radio transmissions 
and call out any ground fire obser'red. No ground fire was observed during 
the pickup. 

1.. At approximately 1310'. Jolly 57 reported the survivor on board and 
an egress was hsp'un to the west. Approximately 5NM west of the survivor's 
location the first of several 3714M AAA guns began shooting at the SAR 
forces. All four Sandye attacked these gun positions to enable the Jolly 
Greene to exit the area. Although none of the guns were believed destroyed, 
none of them returned fire after being attacked by the Siixys. The SAR 
forces departed the high threat area at approximately 120 and Sandy 5 
and 6 RTB.to  tJbon landing at 150L. Ordnance sxpended by Sandy 5 and 6 
included: 1 ?4-47, 4 CBU-72, 1 CT3u.25, 4 LAU-3, 2 LAIJ.-.68, 3,000 rounds 
7.62MM, and 1,000 rounds 20MM. 

/ 
7 

& 

•1'1TH, Cept, USAF RONALD E. 
Sandy 5 

CARL D. BLEVINS, JR, let Lt, USA? 
Sandy 6 
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DOC-kL 
1st SOS (1j ?il1er 2010) 

SARCO Report, Covey 19 

56 sow (flu) 

1. At 1630L, 2 March 1972, Jack declared a UNLCovey. 
an OV-10 with one person on cird. The approximate location 
was 062/95/93. Sandy 05 F 06 and two Jolly Greens were launched 
by Jack from !Thon and were airborne at 1642L. 

2. Sandy 01 & 02 were scrambled from NKP to assist, and in the 
meantime Sandy 07 08 were launched from DaNang to escort'two 
Jolly Greens also from Fiaang to the area. 

3. A Pavenail was requested and was sent to the area. The 
Pavenail airborne at the time had to RTB for fuel, and one from 
N)P was diverted to the SAP. 

4. Sandy OS was on-scene commander after his arrival in the 
survivor's area. After establishing radio contact and making 
passes to determine any ground reaction the Jolly Greens and 
Sandy Dl 02 were brought in from their holding point. 

5. Two LNRS equipped Jolly Greens were launched by Jack at 
17401, with Sandy 03 Fi 04 to escort them. 

6. The pick-up was completed at 1805L, sunset in the area was 
to occur at 18081. On egressing from the area the SAR forces 
encountered numerous MA firings on the exit route. 
A 
7. All SAR forces then RTB'd. Sandy 07 08 and the flaNang 
Jolly Greens did not cross the route structure to the east of 
the survivors location and they RTB'd to flaNang. Sandy 05 & 06 
RTB'd to Uhon, and Sandy 01,02,03 F,  04 and all the remaining 
Jolly GreensRTB'd to NKP, 

8. SAR successfully terminat'd. 

/ 1g
i  1441*Th L 

CRAIG V. MILLE11 , Major 
SARCC) 

7 March 1972 
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Feb 

2 (U) General George S. Brown, Commander, Air 
Force Systems Connizand, visited TFA and 
the 56th SOW for mission briefings. 

8 (U) M/0en James 0. Fr.ankosky, Vice Commander, 
13th Air Force, visited TFA and the 56th 
SOW for mission briefings. 

10 (C) Search and Recovery,  mission for Seafox 
$1 downed in Southern Laos successful. 

16 (C) Search and Recciary mission for Musket 
Øt downed just above the DNZ in North 
Vietnam unsuccessful. No objective. 

17 Search and Recovery mission for Junior 
02 downed just above the DNZ in the Gulf 
of Tonkin unsuccessful. No objective. 

17 (C) M/Gen ]ugene Hudson, Special Assistant, 
D(/Cs 7th Air Force, visited TFA and 
the 56th SOW for mission briefings. He 
also f:Lew with the Stingers. 

28 (C) WGen Irnest T. Cragg, Assistant D/ 
Frograris and Resources, received brief- 
ings from TFA and NKP Security Services. 

Mar 

2 (C) Search and Recovery-  mission for Covey 
219 domed in Steel Tiger successful. 

3 (C) General John. C. Meyer, Vice Chief of 
Staff, visited TFA and the 56th SOW for 
mission update briefings. He received 
briefings from individual Squadron Com- 
manders, toured the flight line, and 
talked to crew members. 

3 (C) IJGen Jimmie M. PhiJpott, Duty Direc- 
tor of the Defense Intelligence Agency, 
received TFA, TUOC, and Security Services 
briefings. 
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Ernest receives AVCO AWA Trophy 
Maj. Kmeth E. Ernest, 40th Aerospace Rescue and recovery Squadron, Nakhon 

Phaun RrAFB. Thailand, has received the sixth a-rsiai Helicopter Heroism Award at 
the 1972 convention of the Aviation/Space Writers Association in Me York City. 

Major Ernest was selected arsg submitted nominees to recognize a pilot • crew-
member or other individual for an cxztstanding act of heroism involving the use of 
a helicopter. 

Major Ernest wori the AVQD/'4A Trophy 
with the rescue of a downed and ser- 
iously injured Air Force F-10S Thiander- 
chief pilot on Dec. 11, 1971, near the 
Sb Cia Pass. 

Supported by a hand-picked crew, he 
pressed his 114-53 Super Jolly Green 
Giant into almost totally rn.accessable 
terrain to finally effect the airman', 
rescue despite intense flight turbu-
lence over the pass and thick, tree-top 
Level clouds. 

The F-lOS pilot, his plans having 
ben hit by a surface-to-air missile, 
had parachuted into a jungle-covered 
ridge overlooking a dangerous intersec-
tion of the No Chi Minh Trail in North 
Vietnam, just across the LAotian bor-
der. 

Severe weather conditions kept Major 
Ernest from gaUüng direct fire-cover 
assistance from other aircraft aiding 
the search and rescue mission. Never-
theless, he and his crew decided to 
cat±Ts the search alone and entered 
the high risk area by diving the heli-
copter through a small hole in the  
clouds to probe for a clear path to the 
survivor. 

Although constantly exposed to small 
arm, unguided rockets and accurate 
antiaircraft fire, Major Ernest probed 
a number of river valleys and ravines 
at vet' low altitude. Low visibility 
sceetiines caused him to lose sight of 
the ground and often forced him to 
climb back up through the weather. 

The crew searched for four and one-
half hours tertil the downed pilot 's 
location was electronically pinpointed. 
Darkness then forced the major to give 
up the rescue and fly the bullet-rid-
died 114-53 back to a forward operating 
base. 

At daylight the sane crew returned 
to the area in another 111-53 only to 
find that the weather was still nearly 
auszvigahIe and that a clear route to 
the survivor could not be obtained. 

Major Ernest decided to enter the 
clouds in a slow hover which meant be 
would have to depend on carefully coor-
dinated obstacle sightin's by his cre 
to keep the large helicopter clear of 
the high rock formation-9 and trees all 
around them. 

From a point about two inca 5out 
of the downed pilot', suspected posi-
tin, Major Ernest began the creacher-
ous tree-to- tree hover through the 
Clouds and after an hour of grueling 
stop and start anneuverthg finally ar-
rived over the survivor. 

A pararesaasoan was then lowered 
through the trees on the jungle pene-
trator. Major Ernest held the wind-buf-
feted helicopter in a hover while the 
injured survivor was located and then 
assisted on to the penetrator so both 
von could be carefully lifted through 
the dense c.wv:vy. 

PJs hallmark Is 

octlou, mot words 

FUOIJ AS, Japan •- U.S. and Japanese 
rescue personnel strengthened their 
bonds of friendship with the presenta-
tion of a traditional Kabuki doll to 
Lt, Col. M.D.R. Brown , director of the 
Fifth Air Force Joint Rescue Coordina-
tion Center. 

The deli was presented by Japan Sir 
Self Defense Force Maj. fr'asaycshi Sato, 
officer in charge of the JASDF Rescue 
Coordination Center at Iruma A.B. 

Colonel Brown and Major Sato are re - 
sponsible for coordinating the rescue 
forces of their respective ccmtties, 
so as to provide the max iatan possib' 
rescue  capability in -Japan. 

According to Major Sato,  the doll i 
a "tcken of axYpreciation of the friend. 
ly  relationship which has existed be-
tween the men of the two coordinating 
centers.' 

The doll, known as a Kagami Jishi, 
symbolizes the lion in a dance perform-
ed in the Japanese Kabuki theater, and 
is highly valued amonR the Japanese 
people. 

Pedro recovers A-i pilot 

MEN I-()A AS, FYN -- An 1*1-43 Pedro 
of Pet. 14, 3rd Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Group, recovered a Pepublic of 
Vietnam Air Force A-i pilot after he 
bailed out of his aircraft. 

As the Pedro launched, Capt. Donald 
Eudy, the aircraft ccersnder, Saw the 
pilot floating to the ground. 

Captain Eudy landed the helicopter 
in the rice paddy near the dorted pilot 
and SSgt. Ronald Wilson, medical tech-
nician, ran to him. The pilot appeared 
to be dazed. 

The pilot was flown back to Men Hoa 
where an ambulance was waiting. 

The other M-43 crewvembers were 
Capt. Jack Roberts, copilot; and St a 
Sergeants Robertkntgomew and Em 
Taylor, firefighters. 

40th ARRSq saves 

OY-10 pilot down I. Laos 

IAN SC1 MIrr AB, PV'4 -- Capt. 'ahlon 
H. Long Ill was rescued just before 
dusk after he was forced to hail out of 
his CV-10 aircraft in the lower pan-
handle of Laos. 

Captain tlxLg was flying a reconnais-
sance mission for the 20th Tactical Air 
Support Squadron. Pa Nang Afid, when 
his aircraft was hit by ground fire. 

Unable to nurse the OV-10 back to Pa 
Nang he bailed out. 

The captain landed in a tree about 
two riles from a road. His heiret and 
glasses were torn off as he descended 
through the branches, stopping just 10 
feet above ground. He lowered himself 
and ran for cover, 'There was no place 
to hide," he recalled. 

Thirty minutes after bailing out, he 
reached a cluster of trees and took 
time to make contact with a rAC pilot 
in the area. 

~iearrwhile, an HC-130 Hercules of the 
39th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Squadron wnith had been in pursuit of 
Captain tcsg's aircraft as it strualed 
towards Pa Nang • called in a rescue 
force of A-1 Skyraiders and 1*1-53 Super 
Jolly Green Giants from the 40th AL'PSq. 

The A-I pilots located Captain Long 
and also discovered enemy ground troons 
in the area. Before rescue could be ef-
fected, the A-Is strafed enemy forces 
nearby with the aid of Captain lg, 
who pinpointed their positions. 

When the area appeared safe, the 
Skyraidera led the rescue helicopter to 
the pickup point. The A-Is forred their 
"Daisy thiin" protective flight pattern 
arotnd the helicopter as it maneuvered 
towards the captain, who had Lit a 
flare to mark his position. 

Capt Robert T. Paul, aircraft con-
sender, hovered the helicopter over the 
survivor while Sgt. Penny P. Sanders, 
flight engineer, lowered the jungle 
penetrator. 

Captain Lig climbed on and was 
pulled to safety just minutes before 
darkness settled over the area. 

"The seat worked just as advertised. 
followed the training and it all 

worked well... It sure was good to get 
out of there," he said. 

Other crewrethers aboard the rescue 
helicopter were rapt. Pale E. Stoval, 
copilot; and TSgt. John H. Yo.rit and 
Sgt. Paul C. Perry, pararesaleren. 

(Ul)1'( •, c;f 



2&Ye'ar"Old ARRS 

HQ ARRS, SCOTT AFB, Ill. - 
The world-wide Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Service (ARRS) 
has saved the lives of more than 
22,000 men and women In combat, 
accidents and civil disasters, dur-
ing the past 26 years 

Once called the Air Rescue 
Service, the command was off i-
cially established on March 13, 
1946 - a consolidation of existing 
air-sea rescue forces from World 
War 11. Since that time, ARRS 
has developed into a global organ-
ization with ,  forces around the 
world which carry out a multitude 
ofhuthiñltarlan' missIons - mis• 
sioris 'whlth - saw ARRS• forces 
save 730 lives in 1971 ainne. 

During the early years of the 
Air Rescue Service, the pilots 
flew a variety of. aircraft: C-47s, 
B-179 modified to carry lifeboats, 
amphibibus OA-10s (or PBYs), 
single "engine L-5 liaison planes 
and a few AT-11 trainers on their 
way to retirement. 

The Service was soon placed 
under the Air Transport Com-
mand - forerunner of the present 
Military Airlift Command - and 
its units were located throughout 
the world to'protèct airmen flying 
primary over-water routes. 

In Korea, for the first time, 
allied fighting men were backed 
by an organized professional com-
bat rescue force. ARS was the 
most decorated unit of that war. 
Nearly 10,000 rescues were made, 
of which almost a thousand were 
from behind enemy lines, using 
SA-16s and H-6 and 11-19 helicop-
ters. 

This laudable record was 
compiled even though the H-S, 
for example, could carry only 
two patients in externally 
mounted pods and Its range de-
pended upon the weight of its 
passengers 

After Korea. the Service con- 

tinned to provide a variety of 
peacetime rescue and humani-
tarian services' around the 
globe. 
The lifeboat-carrying SB-17s 

and SB-29 were replaced by HC-
Ms which could drop survival kits 
and rafts by parachute. The SA-16 
was modified and became the 
I1U-16. HC-97s later provided long-
range search and rescue until the 
advent of today's HC-130 Hercu-
les. 

The command's name was 
changed to its present title in 
1966, reflecting an expanding role 
in space flight support. The HH43 
took on 'some of the new tasks 
required of. ARRS, and replaced 
the H-5 and the H-19. 

The war in Southeast Asia sig-
naled another advance in rescue 
equipment and concepts. Some 
rescue crews have made several 
saves in a, single day, literally  

fighting their way into and out of 
the pickup area. 

The HH-3 Jolly Green Giant, 
and eventually the HH-53 Super 
Jolly Green Giant helicopters, 
coupled with the HC-130, took 
over ,  the role of the HU-16, al-
though the Albatross (HU-16) 
served admirably at the start of 
the war in Southeast Asia and 
compiled a remarkable record of 
saves in the Gulf of Tonkin. 

Today's search and rescue task 

force - composed of the HC-13D 
airborne mission control aircraft, 
A-i fighter escorts for suppress-
ing ground fire, F-I combat air 
patrol fighters and 1111-53 copters 
for the pickup - evolved from the 
contingencies of jungle warfare. 

The success of this force can be 
measured by the more than 3,300 
lives saved since the ARRS in-
volvement in the war in late 1964. 

CaptalnLifted From Jungle 
TAN SON NBUT AB, Vietnam - Capt. Mahlon H. Long Ill, 

was rescued just before dusk recently after be was forced to 
bail out of his OV-10 aircraft in the lower panhandle of Laos. 

He was flying a reconnaissance mission for the 20th Tactical 
Air Support Squadron out of Da Nang Alfd., when his aircraft 
was hit by ground fire. Unable to nurse the OV-10 back to Da 
Nang he bailed out around 5 p.m. 

He landed in a tree about two miles from a road. His helmet 
and glasses were torn oft as he descended through the branch-
es, stopping just 10 feet above ground. He lowered himself and 
ran for cover. "There was no place to hide," he recalled. 

Thirty minutes after bailing out, he reached a cluster of trees 
and took time to make radio contact with a FAC pilot in the 
area. - 

Meanwhile, an HC-130 King of the 39th Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Squadron, which had been in pursuit of Captain 
Long'siircraft as it struggled towards Da Nang, called in a 
rescue force of A-is and HH-53 from the 40th ARRS. The 
Sandies formed a "daisy chain" around the copter, which 
lowered a jungle penetrator and pulled the captain to safety. 
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the survivors were quickly exchanged. Two of the survivors were 

in critical condition, one with burns over 100% of his body, and 

the two PJs, A1C Pearson and A1C AHlett, began immediate first 

aid to keep them alive. The need for immediate medical help for 

the two critically injured necessitated an intermediate stop at 

the 85th Medical Evacuation Hospital at Hue. Here the four 

survivors with less serious injuries received interim medical aid. 

The survivors were then evacuated by the Jol 1 ies to Da Nang. 

Ten days later another Army helicopter was shot down and Queen 

launched Capt Roger CoIgrove's crew to assist in the recovery. 

Charley Horse 36 had gone down in dense jungle southwest of Hue. 

The Jollies orbited at 5000 feet three miles south of the crash 

site while Sandy 7  checked the security of the area and an Arniy 

team of three men cut the two survivors from the wreckage of the 

Cobra gunship. When the survivors were free, Sandy 7  led Jolly 

Green 65 to the crash site and the ground team popped a smoke 

grenade to further mark their position. Capt Coigrove hovered 

for 26 minutes in high hover over the 135 foot trees while TSgt 

Pickelsimer was lowered with the stokes litter-  and then he and 

the two survivors and the three man ground team were hoisted 

aboard. The Jolly Crew exited the area and rushed the two in-

jured men to the 95th Medical Evacuation Hospital 

Our last save this quarter was made by Capt "Bo" Johnson  1 s 

crew on 8 March 72. Queen launched the alpha crews for a Navy 

A-1+ with an emergency fuel condition northwest of Da Nang. 

10 
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LCDR Jay Crowe in Jolly Green 64 had a hydraulic problem and the 

alpha high aircraft was launched ahead of him and proceeded in the 

direction of the emergency aircraft. Apprornimately 15 miles north- 

west of Da Nang the pilot bailed out and made a tree landing sus- 

taining minor injuries to his legs. Jolly Green 64 arrived on 

scene shortly after Jolly Green 21 , but LCDR Crowe decided to 

assume the high aircraft responsibilities because he was uncertain 

about the nature of his hydraulic problem. An Army Huey was on 

scene but couldn't make the pick up because of the 180 foot trees an 

an 60 degree slope of the mountain side where the survivor had 

landed. Jolly Green 21 made an autorotative decent to the area 

and the survivor popped his smoke grenade for  positive identifi-

cation when the Jolly was one mile out. Capt Johnson hovered his 

aircraft in very difficult co-nditions against the steep slope with 

almost no visual references, TSgt Avery was lowered to check the 

survivor,  s condition. The two men were hoisted separately because 

of the Navy pilots leg injuries. Jolly Green 21 made an unevent-

ful return to Da Nang where the survivor was turned over to per-

sonnel from the 366th USAF Dispensary. 

Numerous hours were flown this quarter in support of rescue 

missions along the Ho Chi Minh Trail. In each case, the rescue 

was effected by the ko ARRSO based in Thailand with our Jollies 

holding a few miles away in the event they were needed. 
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contributions of APiS to the Air Force 
and to the world. He said that there 
was no greater unit, with my better 
mission, than that of ARRS. 

General Sherrill then presented sev-
eral awards to ARPS commanders. 

These included Air Farce Outstanding 
Unit Awards to Cal. Frederick V. Sohie, 
comander, 41st ARRWg; Col. Malcolm C. 
Frazee, commander, 1550th A1TWg (then 
the Training Center at Eglin); and Lt. 
Cal. Robert T. Dobson, crander, 54th 
ARRSq. 

General Everest was presented the 
MC Ccrrrander' s Trophy for Grotxd Safe-
ty, and Col. Bill A. Montgomery , com-
mander, 40th ARRWg, was presented the 
MAC Crud Safety Achievement Award, 
MAC Flying Safety Achievement Award, 
and a special award for grund safety. 

The ?44C N= Squadron and Detachment 
of the Year Awards went to the list 
ARRSq and Det. 10, 44th ARRSq, respec-
tively. 

at rim siip, a.D u L 4V ira ic L*. I. 

of Naha, 30 minutes later. The Ardattov 
went dead in the water and the helicon-
ter hovered over the bow of the ship. 

gt. James Sczze, a pararescier, 
was lowered to the deck of the ship. He 
advised the captain to change course 
into the wind in order for the helicop-
ter to maintain position over the 
ship's deck. A Litter was lowered 
the deck from the hovering helicopte 
and the seaini, identified as Goriec 
Barth, and the PJ hoisted aboard. 

By this t ime , Bonn was conscious, 
but still in very critical condition. 
Ilie rescue crew flew the se arnan to Naha 
AB, where an ambulance transported him 
to a hospital in Naha City. 

Other =ewmerbers were Capt. Frank 
M. Zahrobsky, Maj. Ronald McKinley and 
SSgt. Benny D. Negrette. 

HH.53 crew saves 

Navy pilot 

RESCUE 
RESCuE is a newsletter published as a monthly 

recurring publication by and forpersc!mel of the 
worldwide Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service 
of the Military Airlift Command and under the 
supervision of the Office of InforTnation, Head-
quarters, Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service, 
Scott AFB, Ill., 62225. Opinions expressed herein 
do not necessarily represent those of the United 
States Air Farce. 

Brig. Cen. Frank K. Everest .Tr.....ARRS Commander 
Lt. Ronald T. Sconyers .... Director of Information 
TSgt. Thomas A. Clark NCOlClEditor 

TAN SON WrAB, WIN --
An -53 helicopter crew 
rescued a downed U.S. Navy 
A-4 pilot some 15 miles 
northwest of Da Nang Air-
field. 

The flyer, Ondr. George 
R Fendel Jr., was retriev-
ed fran thick jungle less 
than an hour after he ejec- 
ted. Slightly injured, he 
was taken by the Super Jol-
ly Green Giant to Da Nang 
for treatment. 

Piloting the 37th Aero-
space Pes cue and Recovery 
Squadron 11-1-53 was Capt. 
Horace E. Johnson. Other 
crewrrembers were Capt. Da-
vid E. til1enix, copil 
SSgt. Jimmy D. Min.sh 
mechanic; and lSgt. Alan T. 
Avery and SSgt. Richard C. 
Stead, pararesc..1e1n. 
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oJly Greens add 
Navy jock to list 

Despite thick underbrush and r'ugh ter-
ain, members of the 37th 1erospace ftes-
ue and Recovery 5qudron (Mic) rescued 
Navy A-4 pilot about 15 thiles northwest 

if the base recently. 
the rescued pilot, cr. George R. Fan-

Lel Jr.,, is fro'u the tJSS Hancock. Corn-
'ander Fendel Was slightly injured ar was 
reated nd released by the 366th  USAF 
tispensary. 

The rescue involved lowering a parares-
TSgt. Alien J. Avery of Auburn, 

., to the ground, placin, the survi-
'or on the pez*ctritor, Lrid then senditE 
.he penetrttor down again for Sergeant 
very. Serni!it Aver)' uas dropped 30 or 
.0 feet frc*i the survivor because he was 
ii an area covered by thick underbrush 
nd bri&rs. both men were reeled safely 
iboard the& hovering rih-53 Super Jolly 
reen Giant helicopter. 
Capt. fio3-ce (Do) J. Johnson, aircraft 

:crzmandcr, said, "He was in a good place 
o hide, but it was a bad place for being 

(Continued on Page 8) 

Jolly Greens... 

M,i1... i. 9i? 
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Crnaider Fenidel expresses his gratitude 
to Serge.nt Avery upon arriving at Da 
Hang. 5ere.iit Avery w-.s the par6ire3-
cuemari who went into dense jungle in or-
der to save the downed pilot. (U.S. Air 
Force rhoto by Sgt Roy Adams.) 

(Continued from Pace i) 
picked up, he was on a steep incline 
covered with trees 160 to 175 feet high 
sLck.irig out of the side." 

The rescue helicopter was crewed by 
Captain Johnson of Montgomery, La.; Capt. 
David E. }lullenix of bossier City, La., 
co-pilot; 55gt. Jimmy D. Lthshew of Gads-
den, Ala., flit engineer; Sergeant 
Avery; and Sgt. Richard L. Steed of Santa 
Barbara, Calif., another parareocuenan. 

The save raised to 706 the number of 
men rescued by the 37th ARRS. 



Navy pilot 

TAN SON *{tJT M, PVN --
An I-l-53 helicopter crew 
rescued a dcsned P I. S,  Navy 
A-4 pilot Soffe 15 miles 
northwest of Us M Air-
field. 

The flyer, Omdr. reorge  
R. iende1 Jr., was retriev-
cd frets thick jungle less 
than an hur after he e jec-
ted. Slightly injured, he 
was taken by the Super 301-
ly Green Ciant to Us hang 
for treatment. 

Piloting the 37th Aero-
space eescue and Recovery 
Squadron NH-53 was Capt. 
brace E. .Johnson. Other 

crewirerehers were Capt. Da-
vid F. Ptillellix, copilot;  
SSgt. Jimmy D. Minsl-iew, 
nmchanic; and TSgt. Alan T 
Avery and SSgt. Richard C. 
Stead. narsre,ivn 

Jolly,-Greens snatch Navy pilot 

TAN SON NHUT AB - A U.S. Air 1prce HII-53 hiicopet. crew, 

rescued owned U.S. Navy A-4 pilot March 8' some 15 miles 
northWbM1&DA Nang Afid. 

The fly Cmdr. George R. Fendel Jr., was retrieved from thick 
jungle less than an hour after he ejected from his aircraft. Slightly 
injured, 1* was taken by the Super Jolly Green Giant chopper to Da 
Nang for treatment at the base dispensary. 

The helicopter and crew are from the 37th Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Squadron at Da Nang. 
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FLIIT SIIC:r: Jolly Groon 56 

0CTIVE: Rocuo and rccovc of to F-105 crotr ::bero 'z- th call sign 
.Al) 02. 

i•Z3I0 IliRTIV: Iritial i'icatton carna from Tenant at 0540L via 
tcloph"ma that on aircraft tran o,;-.:r duo and vould roach fu.a:L thauotion 
at 0545L. Cro'.ra on 3o1ly Groon 5 and 61, whd werm,  athedulcdto deploy 
TiI to tToon., -cnt to 2.er a briefing onti update of ILa last 
ka',m pooition of the F-105. cor rtcd to tlic E-53 and w=o 
ocrabicd at 0650L '.•..tth I truet-iaic to proc.od to Chxuie1 99 znd 
obtaiz tin'thor irtruetiono frc Ian 211, Upon. crr±al at Chano1 99, 
wo wro i trctd. -to procaod to Crel 93, cook the aircraft and atcit 
ft.rthor iAtuationz. ircrft ro lathed at iThen. at 005L xid placed 
on cJ.ot. At appro.n.ato1y 1420L ofly Crou 56 and 61 wore ratified of 
a ecrimh1e ordor for a 3R and w airborne at 1430L. Instructions after 
Lrbozic ware to nro cocci to the 170 derce radial for 43 on. Channel 

1253, a d1san03 of appro Lte1y 166i. Enrout-ep we ceivod update in-
fornation from in. 21, 1in Zi. aeaiatcd by rc1ain infornation until wo 
got c.000 tn0uga to ba in co=tO=t, radio contact with King 21. ëat'r 

was appro-r-4to1y 4000 eoattcroc3. varible brokc with tiroo miles- 
-a 

 
haze • The update infornatiou aippliod by ing 21 placed the atzrvivor 

at tho 170 deroo radial for 47?-  Ii off Channel 125. Z1evation, ten.-. 
poraturo, woathor, aircraft woriing the --!:a and their 1tituclo, and. 

a cothitiono woro all paoeed by sing 21. io did a aoendoblo 
job of coordinating and setting up a efo operaticn. Jolly G.-co.", 56 and 
61 arrived in the rocevory area at 1545L. Weather in the recovery area 
wan a;prc.matoly 4000 sazttorcd variable broken with 1 - 2 iM 7iibi1-
ity In oe1:0 and haze. Thh the uao of lI?/L we were able to et-
abliah vioual contet with JT'r  21 and cube qtien.tly a visual on Pedro 26 
who bth piekcd up fl  e 02 Zzav6. Pedro  26 vas hcvcriz over 1rno 02 

and beauc of iTLa injn'ioz it .rzae decided that Jolly Green 56 
would 'e the Stokee Litter to recover!Am. During the recovoy phac, 
Jolly Groan 61 orbited within eight of Jolly Green 56 and. Sandy 5 and .6 
flew cover around Jolly Croon % in cane of any hoâtilo action. The 
rocovary proeea van pzieood to King an each phase wee entered and ac-
conpliahed a • g. lowering pararezcc nan, loworing stokes litter, starting 
injured pilot up through idgrcth an.d cee etc. Recovery was In.-
itiatod at 1550L and canpioted at 1605L. The aroa had tall trees and 
hoa'y ground cover. The pararcacaonan who was lowered to help the in.. 
jurod pilot got t:lod in the t.roee and mderrorth going dewn and 
when ho was brought back up to the helicopter. It required con-siderable 
tine o naneuver the injured pilot in. the Stehee Litter through the 
vinan and underrotrth, and through the :rcce to clly Green 56. King 21 
coordinated for a roco y baao whero the boot in.odiate medical- at-
tcnticn could be .van to the injurod pilot ccnaenaurato with the factors 
that the pilot was on the outh for rr Lnzt1y lavan hours, had 
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1c.t h1od. d rizr :od t:nticn. It r uted that 
dU' Ccon 56 ci 61 rcov on :; (Bznok trnation.1iTz ) 

'jjj i3 1CU' 17jn ti 1'Ci th3 "O I'ccovcry aa. 
02 did ot rcciv i thor zodica1 attontion orcuto - 

ho poroon1 ottntiom to ho in'y cprd to be nropzr and ti. 
not nodiftod o' chcd. roi.to, 1c 02 Alpha -ra nde comfort- 
able by tlio ocuon cmci thou. the .ircrc.ft Cortcidcr hd an op-. 
port ity to tc Lth him orr to intorplan2 cozuication syatm. 
lie was in Cood monti1 condition, rith no excruaiatinS pain horevor;  
owhat unc ii'crtcblo from his injury. Thiz ifornation wao paaod 

to Ring 21. .lco 02 A'-'pha uari told whore '!O -.4--re going, the ti--.3 
0xrout0 nd of awcitin' per'omo1 u.xi convcy:icc. 11.11a was a 
acoparativo --nd racofui pcticnt and pzaoane. izig 21 coordinated 
for the rocovary at Don uan: Z;diccl piacno1, abu1amc, peziz- 
aicn to rwj nd rofto' fc Jolly Qon 56 zxd Jolly recn 41. 
The sireraft ware landod c.t Don uang at 1759L and the patient uaa 
off-loadoci at =05L. Jolly Grccn 56 nd 61 rafuelad, filed a f1iht 
pLrn and rotcd. to Ubon itherG art -,was once again resuned. 

LLRED, 1&jor, USaF 
Aircraft Co.ner 
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'ToUy G'reea 
Fedra25/26 
Sandy- 516 
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King 21 

CONFIDENTIAL t 

j. /. Lamo 023 wa ick.a up by Pedro 26 at 08241 and 02A. is Located- 
by Pedro 26 at 045Z. It cterninec by the Pedra medic that 02A. 
should n. picked up by o11y Green. 56 and this was accomplished at 090 
accounti' for both - tne..r condition previously noted.: 

j. None 

k.. None 

L 

ri. !eciro Z6 ax-t. .it area- at 0853Z.: V 

Jolly Green 56/63 certed SAR area at 09091.. 
King' 21 ertci ti area at 093!Z_ • V 

V 

- - - 
- 

- •V•VV - ,. - 
•:••- 

A. . flr 22- 1&Ld r..crt- F3 at., .  2t/-'L after ima ntinJ.n€ remainder- 
'V 

Ise of a Z -altitu& rc aircraft wd on sc 
-under ir th.itiic rcr.:Jc thti1 needec. aick poitionil f 
ann vectoring biLit -' str-a tckup- and w'!rt. prcbabte 
loss of atV1eas 'dne &; e;. m t:j t.;e-. reraentic-ie Meedtag  

- •_•4se•_ C- 'i 
SIXON E L2V1C, Captain, USA? 
Aircraft Cor%i er/Airth rriø i Lo 

CUNFIDENTIAL 
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DATE: 18M= 1972 

"CSSION NLE.: 3-3-022 

u:c s:GNATIcN: Jolly Green 61 

CBECI'IVE: Rescue and ?.ecovej of two CJ\T-10 crewmemberz with calis1n of 
Nail 31 Alpha and Bravos Pickup attempt successful on 19 ?.r 72. 

ADD ITI0NAL S.0, FORCES: JG 56, 32, 53, 63, Sandy's 1 through 10, I<iri 2, 27. 

NAFATIVE 3IjiMtFL: At 1025 local on 18 March 1972 two  IUi-53C helicopte±'s wen3 
L.unched from Nalthon Phariom FTIIFB, Thailand in response to the bailout of 
NsLl 31 (0V-10) Alpha and Bravo. Jolly Green call sigris were 32(L) and 53(H). 
The survivrs were located in the region of the "Catchers Mitt" approximately 

2 miles north west of Saravane, Laos (160221N, 105057'E).  Nail 31 had appar-
ently been hit by enemy AAA fire in this heavily defended area of Route 23, 
where intelligence i-ad established defenses up to 57rm AAA, Initial orbit was 
es;aolished at 112L, approxirately 12 r.-dies to the south of the survivor's 
pciticn, over a karst area on the east Side of route 23 Both suve had 
bee:-, in contact zith Mail 15, the first on-scer -ccnnder. Nail 31 Bravo 
could nmit but was unable to receive on Delta channel. Both SUrVi'TorS 
rocuested PJ assistance because of ankle injuries The survivors were under 
ecuc tre cover appro:dzte1y 150 - 200 neers apart.. The ;-own animosity of 
ground" forces in tr.e area was in.edate1y reemphasized by the loss of Sandy 
01 (i-lE) about five minutes into the orbit. Hit by gro=d fire, he left the 
aTa, bailed out, and was irediaely recovered by hotel 70, a friendly non-
TJSAF helicopter that was in the area. Three other Sandy aircraft also received 

hits during the mission. Jolly Greens 56 and. 57 (11li-53C) launched fi am Nakhon 
Phanem FIT-417B at 11240L to provide backup capability and continuous coverage 
du1ng cycling on the tanker. Throughout the day USA? and USN forces expended 
massive eirounts of ordinance, including area denial agents, in preparation for 
I recovery atteit- The survivors were coriplete1y encircled by 37rrm, 23m, 
12.7m and assorted small arms and automatic weapons. The Sanclys and Nails 
exnerienccd great difficulty in their attempts to pinpoint the survivors, espe-
cially 31 3ravo because of his transmit-only capability. Although enemy resist-
anc had not been reduced to a level deened really satisfactory for a recovery, 
all concerned agreed to a last lIght effort at 1800L. Factors favoririg the 
attempt were poor visibility for enety gkjr_?1ers, conl'usion caused by the day-long 
po1Jndin by our forces, and particularly the'small chance that the survivors 
could remain free overnight. A steep,. circling approach from -  11,000 ft AOL, 
alst directly over the survivors was planned. Srcke 43 and 44 (A-1E), and 
Sandys 13 and 114  preceeded Jolly Green 32 in the descent. By 5000 ft AGL1  visual 
contact with the Als was ntenitt,nt due to snke and darkness. By 1I000AG 
mtltiple tracers filled the air from both high and low rate-of-firo weapons. 
Visual contact with the Als was lost by 2000 1 AGL and the rescue attempt was 
aborted. The survtvorz were riafd fnr the nights operation and a first light 
effort on 19 March. A Night Recovery System effort was not made due to the 
environment and the requirement for the crew to wear gas masks. The next morn- 

o.ly Green 32(b) and o(r) auncred at 04301, Zor the first light effort. 
olly Green 30(L) and 61(H) launched at 050511. as back= crew. The Jolly Greens 

established an orbit west of the survivor's positicn and held while our forces 

S"C `*, ~ET  
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continued their efforts to eliminate a.;:rany enemy gun positions az possible. 
'During this period it became evident that the heliceptrF; would have to refuel 
1Dofor attompting a roscuu 3o JG 32 & 63 left the orbit noint for a rendevous 
with King 42 cliC-130F)-. After they completed their ma they returnela.  to the 
orbit point and Jolly Greens 30 and 61 departed for refueling. While 30 and 
61 were refueling JG 63 experienced an A7CS malfunction which required him to 
F.TB. At this. time JG 30 joined with JG 32 and Jolly Green 56-was launched as 
high element for.  JG 61, Both elements completed their refueling and had return-
ed to the initial holding point by 0800L. The helicopters continued to orbit 
for two more hours while the Nails and Sandys continued to eliminate gun emplace-
ments near the survivors. At approximately 1000L renewed ground fire was ob-
/served by the Nails and the Sandys and doubt arose as to whether a try should be 
rode. Anticipating additional delay, Jolly Green 32 decided to leave the orbit 
area to refuel with King 27, leaving jolly Green 61 as primary low and JG 
as primary high. At this time Sandy 9 decided that most of the ground fire was 
far enough north of the survivors to allow a pickup attempt by making a low, 
fat run in from the south. The sandys had also established two-way radio con-
tact with 31 Bravo on guard channel also it was decided to use guard as the 
primary rescue frequency. Jolly Green 61 stared the descent and run in at 
1020L and was at tree top level at a point four riles south south east of the 
survivors. Following the smoke markers and 'verbal instructions of Sandy 9, 61 
was ale to come to a hover directly over the survivors position at which time . 
Nal: 31 Alpha popped his MK 13 survival smoke. 31 Bravo was located in the same 
manner. Eoth Alpha and Bravo also gave verbal guidance with their survival 
radios. A PJ was lowered on the penetrator for both survivors and the pickups 
were made with a minimum tima in a hover. Jolly Green 61 departed the area at 
10351 at tree top level and "popped up" to altitude four miles south of the 

'pickup point. Tracers and airtursts were seen overhead during the pickup, but 
no ground fire came close to the helicopter. Jolly Green 61 made a second 
refueling for the day with King 27 at 1040L, :tiring the return flight to NEP. 
Mission completed at 11471. 

I'daSSION FLYING TEE 

40 APRS - 9 Sorties for 59.4 hrs 
39 PIPS - 8 Sorties for 47.0 hrs 
56 SOW - 39 Sorties for 127.9 hrs 
366 TRW - 9 Sorties for 14.9 hrs 
432 TRW - 2 Sorties for 3.0 hrs 

CREW OF JOLLY GREEN 61 

Major Kenneth E. Ernest 
Captain Mark C. Schibler 
Sgt Wolfgang Beuninghoven 
SSgt Michael L. Walker 
•A10 'Craig A. Marsh 
SSgt Kelly K. Shuman 



JOLLY GFEN 56.  

aptain Richard E. Dreher 
• or Ralph L. Allred 
' SSgt 7.a.ymond Duarte 
• Sgt Charles D. McGrath 
SSgt Charles D. Morrow 
5Sgt F.a,„ ld Sraith 

.aAT.E.rri E. IMNTEST, Major, 1.15A10  
Aircraft Cannander 



40th .RE'Sq History, 1 January - 31 (arch 1972 

Combat Sa're 

NUNBEIR 5UkvLviR D-TE MISSION 

136 C4pt Jobn S. :thby 11 Feb 72 3sa Fox 

137 iLt 11 Feb 72 Sea Fox 

138 3.gt ilhiui . 3ilva 17 Feb 72 Si.m Jog 12 

139 Capt 'LT1  L Lcng, m 02 Aar 72 cTOy 219 

140 11ut David G. 3reakman 19 !4r 72 Nail 31 

141 Cart Stephen 3ort8ky 19 r 72 Lail 31 

142 Lt Col 0. F. Lantz 31 14i.r 72 Spectra 22 

143 Capt t, C.i.rdogi 31 1-6.r72 Sp.ce22 

14i+ 4aj J. C. )iLn 31 Mar 72 3p.ctrs 22 

145 Sgt C. Jai 31 Aar 72 Spectre 22 

146 MSgt 1A. 3. Frost 31 Mar 72 Spectre 22 

14.7 NlBgt J. R. Thraher 31r4ar72 Spectre 22 

14 Sgt D. heron 31 Mar 72 Spectre 22 

149 Sgt 4. Tesch 31 14a72 Spectre 22 

150 Capt C. C. khnaon, Jr. 31 1ar 72 Spectre 22 

151 3Sgt . .31 1(ar 72 4ctre 22 

152 Capt 3.. Uyburn 31  Mar 72 Spectre 22 

153 Sgt S. L 2cvea 31 Aar 72 Spectre 22 

154 Capt W. I ?ul.k 31 Mar 72 Spectre 22 

21 
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IM IT, 31! ' 

(C) The most contested SAR of the qu3rter began when Nail 

31, an 07-lOA Pave Nail of the 23rd TASS, was shot down in the 

"Catcher's Mitt" area of Steel Tigr. The Catcher's Mitt was 

one of the most heavily defended areas of Steel Tiger with nu-

norous 12.7rum, 14.5mrn, 23r'm, 37rimi. and 57mi  anti-aircraft guns. 

The shootdown of Nail 31  occurred at about 1015L, on 18 March, 

as the crew.was directing an a!rstrike in the area.151 

(C) Joker designated Jack to oordinate the SAR effort. 

King 21 was near the area and Nail 15 was just entering from 

NKP whbn Nail 31 was hit. Nail 1E as  simed on-scone command 

and immediately learned that Air America helicopters and Pave 

Nails were nearby. Air America was not called in because of 

the high threab environment. Nail 15 did request the Pave Tails 

He then made quick contact wiUh th survivors who advised that 

AAA positions were within 200 mote: of their positions.152 

(5) At 1030L, Sandys 01/02/0/ and Jolly Greens 32/53 

were launched from NXP. At 1100L)  the Sandy3 arrived in the 

area and Sandy 01  hook over as on-scene commander. Nail 1, 

with Sandy 01 on his wing, descend to point out the approxi- 

mate locations of the survivors. During thi'j maneuver Sandy 01 

took a direct hit by a 37mm round in the right side of the engine. 

151. SARCO Report for Nail 31k/B3  19 Mr 72, (Doc 66). 
152. Ibid. 
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With oil and smoko ntreumtn fro' engine, and smoke in the 

cockpit, Sandy 01 headed Southwest toward the nearest permissive 

area. The engine ran for another 1½ minutes aM allowed the pi-

lot to extract in the desired arc -,.. Within ten minutes an Air 

America helicopter, Hotel 70, had the pilot on board and heading 

for Pkse, iaos1 53 

(3) Nail 31 Alpha reported enemy troops in his immediate 

area so Sandy 02, now the on-scene commander, ordered area denial 

(L1-52) oriance to seal off the survivors. Nail 31 Alpha also 

reported that he had injured his inkles upon impact and might need 

a para.-jumper (PJ) during the plrrup.  154 

(3) Sandys 03/04 then arrived and had to be vectored into 

the area because of navigational instrument problems. After be- 

ing briefed, Sandy 03 assumnd on- one command. The e1ecLronic 

enrch was resuiied by the 3r.ndys - qcl the aoproximate positions 

of tho siu-vivorn rieLermined. M riwhile, a set of F-ljs had ar- 

rived with the area denial or1nance and Nl 15 directed their 

15. Ib1. 
lk. Ihtd, 
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d.ros very near t.!-%e Radio interference and AAA had 

greatly impeded seirch efforts so the Sandys requested that 

Nails 1 / 2  expend their fast moves on the AM in the area. 

The next hour and a half was consumed marking targets, expending 

ordnance on AAA, and furthin' narrowing the positions of the sur-

vivors • Nail 31 Bravo was beginn r to have radio problems .155  

(c) Sandys /06 were launched out of Daang at 12L, and 

arrived on the scene at ahoirt 133CT,  On scene command was passed 

to 05 and as03/0 were exiting t area Sandy 03 took a near 

miss from a 37mm  round that caused minor damage. 5andy5 03/0 

F:TBed to NXP. Sandys 05/06 then attempted to pinpoint theloca-

tions of the survivors and in so ( ng Sandy 05 took a hit in the 

right wing. A 37mm round passed "', rough the wing from underneath 

and exploded just after exiting. Both Sandys immediately headed 

Southwest in the event a bailout might be necessary. however, 

Sandy 05 was able to nurse his sti ;en aircraft back to  NKP. 156 

(C) At 120L, Smokes 431 "1  had been laimchd from NKP. Fifty 

Files out from NKP Smoke 3'S proc Ijer control linkage broke and 

he had to RTB. After a quick repair, he relaunched at thOOL. At 

1335L, Sandys  09/10  launched from P and were briefed by Sandy  05 

sr they passed each other. Sandys 09/10  then entered the area and 

continued the AAA suppression. When Smoke )43 arrived he assumed 

on-scene command and decided that a last light attempt should be 

155. Ibid. 
156. Ibif. 
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rde since the sur'rivcrs rern very ieir he enemy and to wait 

till morning might be too late. It was feared the survivors 

might be found during the night. 

(C) The time selected for the pickup attempt was 1800L. 

Though Nail 31 Bravo had not been "card from because of radio 

troubles the attempt would be made anyway, with hopes that he 

would either come up on radio or pop smoke. Meanwhile, Nail 

aircraft continued to expend fast movers on every gun they could 

find. For £his attempt a most di "icult mneuver would have to 

be performed by the Jolly Green. The helicopter would have to 

rake a very steep descent from the South to avoid being unnec-

essarily exposed to any 377m  guns that might be loft in the area, 

especially from the heavy concentition just North of the survi-

'toro. When the Jolly Groan began his run-tn he failed to descend 

to the treetops and during the run-in a 37mm opened up on him. 

Alpha reported the Jolly Green di ctly overhead but the chopper 

was forced to retreat. It was now getting dark so another pickup 

was not attempted. On-sccne command was turned over to Nail 51 

to pull the first tibabysitter!! tour of the night. The SAR forces 

RTBed and plans for the next day were begun.18 

(c) The next morning, on 19 arch 1972, the SAR forces 

started taking off at OhWL and. were itaggcred at one hour inter-

vals. In all, eight Sandys, two Smokes, and four Jolly Greens 

iS?. Ibid. 
158. Thid. 
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KP C'rom N, IJbon, and DaNang prtic :ed in the f'rt. ' 

(C) During the night the NaiTh hal been working the area 

with fart movers and a Spectre gunship was working tho roads. 

Strikes continued on into the day' .ght hours to sanitize the 

area. Erieriy big guns were now quiet and only sporatic ZPU and 

12.7mm fire was being encountered All active guns were to the 

Nor bhwent of the survivors so the planned ingress for the heli-

copter was from the Southeast. 
C 

(C) Drtng the night Nail 31 Bavo d moved and was now 

very close to Alpha. He was still having trouble on backup 

frequency so it was decided to conduct the entire SAR on Guard. 

The survivors reported that they h heard nothing in their im-

mediate vicinities for some time. ''en hunlred was chosen as the 

pickup time. Smoke 43  screened the area from the guns to the 

Northwest while Nail 52 led Jolly ]reen 61 in from the Southeast. 

Four Sandy-3 flew a protective da'v chain around the helicopter 

and expended mort of their ordnance to the NorLhwest of the pick-

up area. During this tLrr.e Sandy nlots reported some 23mm and 

37mm fire but it was at a l anrle and ir.'iccurate. They also 

saw explosions below their aircraTh that npearod to be rocket 

propelled grenades. Since Bravo's radio w.s not ood he was 

instructed to pop his smoke first. His smoke was quickly sighted 

and in a few minutes he was aboar the Jolly Green. Then Alpha 

1'9, Ibid. 
160. Thid. 
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FxC4: let SOS (Maj Futte/2754) 

SJflJECT: S..itC0 Report (Nail 31A & 31P) 

TO: 56th SG.' (no) 

1. On 18 )4rch 1972  a £R we declared for Nail 31 (ji & BQ shot down 
at approximately 1015 while working as 4 ?iC putting in 4retrike near 
13 47 in the area of the "Catcher's Mitt!. Jack was designated by joker 
to work the 5d1 and King 21 was over he..d. Nail 15 was the initial, 
OSC. air America helicopter available in the S.-tR area. Pave Nails were 
sent to the SR area. 

2. Sandy 1, 2, 3, and 4 and ( 32 and 53 were launched to a holding 
point northwest of the approximate survivor location, away from know 
enemy defenses. The holding point was later moved southwest of the 
SAR area to provide quicker and safer access to the final holding 
point. The S.•RCO advised Jack to order the st...ndard mix of denial 
weapons loaded: CFU-42, 711-49, MU-14, and BLU-52, and requested 
CPU-52 and uw's be ordered for AAA suppression. Uobo assets were re3ea- 
ed by Blue Chip for 5R eupport. Two ,,ir america helicopters offered. L) 
their aesietance to King 21. They then set up orbit points for emer- 
gency bail-out and reported this to ring 21. 

3. Nail 15, the assistant 8ztRC0 (Nail), and intelligence report that'the-
oAk area is extremely high threat with numerous 12.7, 14.5, 23mm, 37, 
and 57mm guns in the immediate vicinity of the survivor. Contact with - 

survivors is made quickly and they report guns within 200m of their p&- l-,  

eition. TF was aske-i to monitor and advise. 

4. t 1100, Sandy 01 took over 050 and made contact with both survivors 
but took a hit and had to extract a.tter only a few minutes in the BAR 
area. He was quickly picked up by an nir tmerica helicopter H 70 and 
Sandy 02 assumed OSC. Sandy 01 was taken to Pakee and later returned 
t4b NKP with no injuries. Sandy 05 and 06 were launched from ON( to re-
place 01 and 02. 

5, At 1140, the Sandys ent back to the JG holding area to allow the FACe 
to neutralize the tAA. Jr,  56 and 57 took oft to join the S1i force. 

. At 1200, the survivors reported enemy activety in the area and injuries 
that would require PJ asist.nce during pickup. 

7. OSC wae shifted to Sandy 03 and then to Sandy 05. The Uaile contin- 
ued to F-C ordnance into the SR area in an effort to neutr.1ize the 
i.M. ELU-52 wis also used. 

8. At 1330,  Sandy (i and 10 were airborne to replace Sandy 03 and 04. 
noke 43 and  44 were also launched with full load of )4-471 s. sandy 

05 took over as OSC.  
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9. At 1400 Sandy 05 took 
took 050 and later passed 

10,, At 1425 Sandy 11 and 
activity decreased in the 
vivors are reported to be 
each other on radios. 

a hit and ATE'd NKP with Sandy 06. Sandy 09 
it to Smokp 43. 

12 took off to røplace Sandy 05 and 06. AAA 
SIJ area as a.irstrjkee continued. The cur-
separated Ly some distance- can't talk to 

11. Medden kite were loaded on Sandy 13 and 14 in case more r.dioe 
were needed for the survivors. Only 3 in stock. '.'e should insure at 
least 4 kits are available at all times. 

12. it 1635, King 27 took over from King 21 and at 1710, Sandy 13 and 
14 were airborne. 

13. Smoke 43 planned a pick-up attempt t t 1800. Jr,  56 and 57 had to 
leve the 51h ..rea for an IE. 

14. The pick-up attempt was at.orted when JO. 32 took fire on the run-in. 
No further attempts were made and all Sandy and JO assets were ordered 
to J.Tfl. 

15. The Nails immediately started working to pinpoint the survivors 
location in order to allow them to lay area denial ordnance arouzjd 
the eurvivor and attact the known and suspected AA-, positions. King and 
Nail aircraft uaint4ned continuous coverge thoughout the night. The 
Nails continued to attack gun positions and seal off ingress routes 
with area denial ordnance. Spectre aircraft were also used to supress 
ground fire, search for enemy activity, and help pinpoint survivor 
positions. 

16. Joker requested two Pave Nails be on scene all night but resources 
prevented this. One Pave Nail was available all night. 

17. First light pick-up planning was started at 1500 and the SAbC0 advis-
ed Jack of the plan and ordnance needed. This plan wa.e firmed up after 
the aborted pick-up attempt and ordnance requests were confirmed- 4 A/c 
with CBU-42 (cRF), 4 /c with CFU-49 (2B.F-2 overhead), and 10 A/C with 
JLIJ-52 ( /c RF-4 A/C overhead . CU-52 and LG's were requested for 
all night at'acke on TFA resources were diverted as necessary to 
meet requirements during the night. The first light plan was to have 
4 Sandys, 2 Jollys, 1 Pave Nail, 1 Nail, and King at the Salt area 15 
minutee before first light, briefed and ready to execute. Two Smoke air-
craft and two additional Jo&lya were lauhched 30 minutes later than the 
rest of the force to provide continuity of operation for the Jø&118 and 
smoke available for the first light attempt. All forces arrived as sched-
uled. 

18. At 0540, SndyC4 experienced- difficulty and 
03. Sandy 05 and 06 ),auahe4 to replace them 
0605. d 619A 
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19. Sandy 01, OSC determined the ground fire too intense to attempt a 
pick-up and directed the Nails to continue to suppress it while he trolled 
for more ground fire and pinpointed the survivors. During this search, 
Sandy 01 took a hit and flew off to one side to allow Sandy 02 to look 
him over. He continued after determining the damage was not hazardous. 

20. jtt 0810, Sandy 09 and 10 were airborne to replace Sandy 01 and 02. 
Sandy 05 took OSC from Sandy 01 and continued SAlt plan. At 0840, Sandy 
07 and 08 were airborne to replace Sandy 05 and 06. 

21. One attempt was made at 0940  to pickup the eu.rvivore but were driven 
Off by Ake. Sandy 09 was CC. More ordnance ws expended by the Nails 
and one set of Jollye went to the tnker to refuel. 

22. At 1020, the pickup attempt was started again with Sandy 09 as on 
050. On this attempt, the Jollye wers on the tree tops for the final 
run-in and success fully picked both survivors. The Jollys were escorted 
from the SAR are- on the treetops and all forces RTB NKP. 

23. The coordination and cooperation during this SWt was the best I have 
ever witinessed • All forces involved should be congratulated for a Job 
well done. 

24 SR conference was convened by Joker foowing the succesefuil term-
ination and rny items relevant to future SAR were discussed. One of the 
ixiaediate results of the SAR conference was the return of the Sandys 
from Da Nang to NKP. Other results include improved coinend and 
control instructions. specific coordination instructicne for controlling 
agencies, 
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18 March 72 

SUBJECT: Sandy 01, 02 (SAR Report NAIL 31 AM) 

1. Sandy 01, Capt Fase, and sandy 02, Lt Lamar Smith launched at 
1030, 18 Mar 72, is support of the NAIL 31 SAR. Sandy 1 Fit was to 
procced direct to the area and assume on scene coand. Sandy 3 Fit 
Were to rendezvous with the Jolly Green -Fit and proceed to initial 
holding pt. I adviced the initial holding pt to be in the high ground 
area of 110/105/99 tacan read out, 

2. Enroute Sandy I requested 2 FIts of F-41 9 with BLtJ 52 to be upload 
and cockpit alert. King advised it was being done. Also enroute Sandy 1 
was in contact with NAIL 15, who was presea on scene coumiand. I was advised that N-.15 had a positive fix on their positions. I asked N-32 (a pave Nail) to hook up with N-15 and get zap on MB position, 

3. Air American helicopter H('TEL 70&85 were orbiting 5 miles west of 
the )AR area (DELTA 47). They repeatedly requested the L'FM coordinates so 
they could make a pick up attempt. I told them about the intelligince briefed high threat AAA in the area and advised them to hold west of Rt. 23 until 
I assumed on Scene command. NAIL 15 advised likewise. At approximately 
1115 Sandy 1 Flt crossed over i..47  at 11,000 and decendsd into the SAR  
area. I instructed Sandy 2 to follow me down. I rendzvoua with N.-15 
after a delay caused by poor visibility due to the haze at 6-71.000 level. 'Je pointed out a ground reference and stated their position relative to 
it. I understood and dacendad lower to start a round vector pattern 
overhead. I had voice contact with both A&fl. However I asked A to 
remain silent because I had very good voice with B and desired to work 
with him first • His fix-,t direction was that he could hear me but 
didn't know where I was. I then told him I was making a pane from South 
to North and to tell me when I passed abeam of him. This attempt 
reaulted in me being east of him. I then made a pass from North to South 
for another identification. I had to break off this pass because Sandy 2 told me I was taking ground tire from 12 o'clock. I then turned left and aeked NAIL-15 to corns down to pick me up and then lead me in on a low 
altitude pass over their position for an identitication. I attempted to 
tell him nr location with respect to the river but my directiona were not 
very good. While I assumed he was coming down to my altitude 2,500 
indecated (about 1500 4L) I m!de another round pins from Northwest to 
Southeast. I was told B could hear me to theNorth coming his way.  
I continued and as I was looking out over the nose I felt a solid jolt on 
the very front of the engine and saw a bright orange flash surrounded the engine monentarily. The engine irmediately started running rough and to vibrate with white smoke  comirr from the etacke. 1 checked my engine 
gauge unit and it showed all steady at normal (oil, press and temp and fuel 
press). I vex-ed to the left and pulled all my stores off, outboard and 
inboard. I wie on main internal because during my let down li'ee 
my at. stub went dry and I switched to main internal. ZMbrZI - *N.1r load oft I was told by N-31 and Sandy 2 to turn South' ,adtng 1QOSDc SECRET 
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decided that the engine was going to fail arid -1-48s 170--ading for immediate 
bail out. I pulled back the prop from 2600 to around 2400 and continued 
to gradually climb. I looked at my gage unit again at the suggestion of 
Sandy 2 and saw that the oil presser was dead at zero. Temperature w95 ok and fuel press was normal. I relayed this information to Sandy 2 and 
I-32. They then vectored me to a heading of South*ast 150 degree for 
immediate bailout. It across Rt 23 to the west. About 15 seconds after 
the oil press dropped to zero the engine wound down and stopped. I hastily rechecked fuel selector mixture and prop and then started to work the prop and throttle to attempt to catch it again. At this time I was gliding at 120 knots toward bail out 1rea that had been picked out. Altitude 
when engine quit and glide st.ted was 4,000 indicated. The plane was controlable and I stayed with 1t until I was sure I was in the area I 
wanted. The engine started firing again briefly but I could not suetain it with prop and throttle. 

/? ; 
. At about 1000' JCL (o00 ir-11 I pulled the extraction handle at the advisory of both N-32 and Sandy 2. The conopy went, rocket fired and 

I was clear of the aircraft. My helmet flew Off -(Chin strap fastened 
and ziask on) and I saw it float away. My chute popped and I hug 
steady with oscillation. I ch-oked it and it was full with no fouls. I was in the air approximately 30 seconds and then prepared for a tree entry. I closed my legs and shielded my face with my Irma. I went 
thru the leaves and didn't hit any bra nchas My chute caught 5ecure1y and I had suspended in the clear about 30 d'e off the ground. 

6. I got out my radio and told Sandy 2 1 was oh and in a tree. Ifs told me to switch to DELTA. We did and than the Air Americ&n HOTFL-70 and 
H-34 helicopter came into view and hovered over me. The canopy would 
allow the horse collar to descend to me so I told them I was going to lower myself to the ground with the tree lowering device. I set it up and 
started down but the tape got doublad up and stopped. I worked it free 
and started down again and it fouled again I clearedit and made it to the ground and unstrapped. I went to a clear area and they lowered the horse collar. I got it on and was hoisted up, Mission over. 

H. FASS, Capt. PS/.F 
Sandy 01 

C 

L. SMITH, Ut. 
Sandy 02 

., 
1 
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13 !arch 72 

'19JSCT 'afldy 03, 04 (S ',.P, Report "all 31 MY3 

1. Sandy 03/04 (Lt }Ierklotz, 'riebe) launched tmmediately f'1lovthg 
sandy 01/02 at 1025L and pro0r.ed south to rjeet the Jolly Greens. 
Since Sandy 3t5  tacan vqs out 11n7 4 lead. We uare advlspd by sandy 
01 to bold in the krt North vest of Sqrayane so ye proceeded to that 
area. Since Bandy 4's taoan v working only intermittently we had not 
yet found the Jol1s when sanc.ly 01 was hit and bailed out. We headed 
north to the area of the catch*'r's mit but sandy 2 had not passed the 
exact location there sandy 01 d bailed out. We arrived at the oFitoher's 
mit at ripproxt-ateiy 1130L hsv~.n ry,  been delayed In f'nding the area 
because of ha'e and tacen diff I citisa. Finally we found the "H' in the 
river and followed the river vest at 5000 ft. till we foad the "oatoher'e 
mit" by this time sandy 01 hvdI been picked up by Hotil 70 and sandy ' 

was ordtthg ov'rh'ad at 17000 v&tng for us. 

2, Sandy 2 brefsd re on the ea and I took flight lead again. During 
sandy 2's briefing a fast mowr flight with Slu 52 (Bid Roll) arrived 
on scene and I advised sandy 2 '0 have the on scene PAC put the gas doii 
In the area of the s'r'riyors ireiIat.ly. The e'J'ors were reporting 
muoh ground riovenent in their 'rea and 31A hid already kiflel one nva 
who w,s about to discover bin. The 11u 52 viis put in while sandy 2 
briefed ma on the local area and I took on soens oomsnd. I instructed 
sandys 2 and 4 that they would hive to handle many of the radio cells 
since my WI, V7 and P transrY ions were barely readable due to static. 
I descended to about 5000 ft. end moved East about 3 miles to an area 
south e't of the tb in the ctcher's mit to search for th.! survivors. 
?rail 52 wa3 over head and advised that the survivors were east of a road 
running from the thumb south. 'rfe also advised that there were 2 other 
pave nails avalable so I Instructed thea to begin putting in strikes on 
the main road running North-Son b through the fingers to the"catchers nit" 
and anywhere to the north of V -  river, t requested 2  flight of fast mover 
ordnance every 20 rdflutia. 

3. I then  began to talk to t-hp survivors but ny tranazitione were 
unreadable so nail 52 relayed them sandy 4 then took over talking to the 
survivors (in order to better Locate the*) while I attempted to mark AAA 
gun positions. 'ince entering the area ground fire has been intense with tracers ccmdig from all direotjrnn frcs south around to north east and with air bursts at our Altitude. 

DownradrJ at 12 year interval; 
Not jintawa ticalk Jeclass1J. 



4. I advised king that we would need replacements at 1330 and 
he advised that sandy 05/06  were on their way. Sandy 4 continued 
to talk to the survivors and make lower and lower passes over the 
Area to locate the survivors. I mrked guns when I apotted with wp 
rockets asvised nail 52 to  strike thea, we determined that the 
survivors were east of the road coming out to the thumb and I 
requested nail 52 to put strikes RU along the road as I had narked 
several guns alonv that road,, 

5. At approximately 1325 sandy  05/06 entered the general area and 
I marked our position with a M-47 smoke bomb west of the road coming 
out of the thumb, 1 then briefed sandy 5 on the location of the 
survivors and AAA and gave him on scene command. 

6. I then tried to contact sandy 4 but he has lost his ability to 
transmit and was striking [--uns along the road running out of the 
thumb. While attempting to join on his wing to determine his problems 
I felt a blast which shook the whole aircraft. Later on landing the 
crew chief advised that I had: taken several hits in the armor plates 
but otherwise tht JVC was ok. Sandy 3/4 departed the area and ITB'ed 
to NKP and I lead sandy 4 in for a radio out approach. 

P4 -  f 
H. Herklotz, lLt,  USAF 
Sandy 03 

C- 

G. Priebe, lLt, USAF 
Sandy 04 
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S T . T M E N I 

16 March 1972 

SUEJEOT: Sandy 5 and 6 (Na.il 31 ShR) 

I. Sandy 5 and 6 were launched from Da Nang to the catchere mitt 
in support of Nail 31 SAR, at 0L45Z. 

2. Sandy 5 and 6 arrived on scene., and were briefed by Sandy 03 
on the situation. Sandy 5 and 6 located Nail 31A and showed his 
location to Nail 52. 'thile searching for Nail 31B Sandy 5's air-
plane was shot. 

3. Sandy 5 and 6 RTted channel 89, landing at 0745Z. 

DONiW) P. MILN, Maj, USF 
Sandy 05 

(I 
DONALD E. MCRSZ Captain, USAF 
Sandy 06 

I H-9c-DM-'N 
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Sandy 09 
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13 Ma.rdh 1972 

SUBJECT'. Sandy 09  and 10 (Nail 3 lA/B SAR) 

1. Sandys 09 and 10 took off at 1330 on ¶fl March and proceeded to the 
area of Solt& 47. Sandy 05, on scene c0nandW, had radio contact 
with both survivors and was taking hey AA.a, up to 57n. Nail 31A 
was reported to be in good shape and the owner of an AK 47; 31B was re-
ported to have hurt both his ankles, and therefore would probably 
need a pard jumper. Contact had not been made with P on D freg. We 
received a full briefing on their survival gear which was pretty standard. 
With Sandy 09 and 10 still & out 30 mm. from the SAlt area; Sandy 
09 took over OSC at about 1.130. The Nail over head gave us a àneral 
brsifing on defences and survivors locations. Sandy 09 went int.o the 
area at about 6500 feet with Sandy 10 trail at 8500 feet. Ae AAA  oam 
up from every possible location. Sandy 09 and 10 in coordination with 
Nail 21 and later Nail or directed fastaover "smart" ordnance on them 
at the same time Sandy 09 and 10 worked an electronic than a visual search 
to pin point the survivors. "a" poeition was pretty well pinpointed 
bec..use he was able to vector Sandy 09 over his position. Two way 
conunictions with "B" was very poor, Sandy 09/10 could hear him 
but he couldn't hear us we L.tsr learned that he could not receive on 
Delta freg. Although "13" position was not pinpointed we knew hie approx-
imate position due to bailout he.iding and eDF cuta. We were forced 
to put BLU 52 on several gun positions which were very close to the 
survivors positions. The survivors reported no ill effects from the 
BLU 52 but the guns did slow cio.c. çNail 33 was putting in many sets 
of fast mover air of all typee along route 23 and to the north of the 
survivors • Nail 01 cut the ford in the "catcher's rd.t " thumb and to 
the north of the survivors above the "D'. We directed a flight of P'-4 
CBU 42 acroes some active 12.7 and ZPU pits about 150 meters north at 
"A"'s position. Nail 01 was shown the survivors positions when he 
arrived on scene, he used his smart bird to relay this information 
in the form of Loran time delays. At about 1545 most of the heavy  AAA 
hid quieted down and Sandy 09 moved down to 4500' with Sandy 10 at 6,500,  
to troll for 127 and ZPU in the area. We found several north of 
"" about 150 meters, eeveral south east of "i" about 100 to 150 meters 
and .t least one south and west of "B". Sandy 10 saw a ZPJ gun pit firing 
at Sandy 09 and marked it with a WP rocket. Sandy 09 and 10 then expended 
their LiU-3 rockets on this ZPU pit, silencing it. It became obvious at 
this time that Sandy 09/10 would not have gas enough to kill all these 
guns and make the pick-up. We.eeminded King of our 1630 bingo. Since 
Sandys 11/12 only had about 45 mm. more gas then 09/10. :s decided to 
make Smoke 43/44 O.S.C. since they had fuel until after dark. The Smoke 
birds were brought in and briefed, Sandye 09/10 pit the rest of their 
ordnance on 12.7 and ZPU positions north and southeast of "A"Is position 
and RTB'ed. Sandys 09/10 landed at 1740. 



- 
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STaT 3 M EN T 

18 March 1972 

SUBJECT: Sandy 11 and 12 (SAR. for Nail 31 A/B) 

1. On 18 March 72 Sandy 11/12 Lunched at 0730z and proceeded 
toward the SkFL scene. Sandy 9/I0 were on scene, as well, as Smoke 
43/441 and we were directed by King to rendezvous with the Jolly 
Green flight and assume escort • e remained on escort while Snady 
9/10 located hostile aAi activity and coordinated with the Nail PCs 
on scene for f-ot-mover ordnance. Sandy 9/10 departed the area at 
approximately 0900a and on-scene command was passed to Smoke 43  who 
continued to direct ordnance on hoetile ground fire. At 1000z Cmoke 
43 called us into the area to aid In locating ground fire, and Sandy 
13/14 were enroute to assume the Jolly Green escort. Between lCOez 
and 1030z very little resistance Was encountered and Smoke 43 decided 
to attempt a last light effort. Crnwiication with Nail 31A we very 
good, but 31B was unable to receive. Sandy 13/14 escorted the Jolly Green 
to the final holding point, approximately 6 miles southeast of the 
survivors, and am they arrived, Suke 43 had all 3R forces come up VHF 
and gve a thorough briefing on the execution of the pickup. It was 
getting dark very uickly and the smoke and haze made the visibility 
very low ai the executift begun. sandy 11/12 rejoined with the Jolly 
Greens and led from the final holding point to the survivors. I 
knew the Jolly would have difficulty keeping me in eight, so I expend- 
ed white phosphorous rockets on ths ingress route. The Jolly reported 
having them in sight and was heading directly toward Nail 31 1 2 
poeition. At the time I passed ov'r the survivor's position I was 
at approd..mately 5r01s AGL with the Jolly and Sandy escorts directly 
behind. As I started to pull up to st..rt a daisey chain around the 
Jolly, enzy AM (both 23 and 37MM) came up off my left wing tip and 
directly behind me • Smoke 43 and Sandy 12 were in position to suppress 
the ground fire and the Jolly immIately turned to the egress heading. 
Darkness and low visibility prevented another attempt and all SAR 
forces exited the area. 

2. (Note: Though we never had v:Lual contact with either survivor, 
Nail 31A's position was exactly pinpointed, as be reported seeing the 
Jolly Green directly overhe4. Cne point which I believe should 
be covered with the Jolly Green crews Is their capability to 
descend rapidly from the final holding point. I believe I over- 

ted their capability, as they were still at approximately 
- 's as they arrived over tha survivor, even though all 

5iJt forces were thoroughly brifi on the necessity to run in as 
low as possible). 

C. -11tl 
.T THRGCKMORTON, Capt, USAF 

Sandy ll 
- 

L. SMITH, Lt, LISA? 
Sandy 12 
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18 March 1972 

SUBJECT: Smoke 43 and 44 (SAR Report Nail 31 A & B) 

1 • At 1250L, Smoke 43 flight launched to the SALt with an M-47-only ordnance 
load (CBU-30 was not loaded due to the time required and the immediate re-
quirement for Smoke), Approximately 50KM out, Smoke 431. prop control linkage 
broke, and I RTBed for a quick repair. At 1400L, 43 relaunched, with fuel 
tanks refilled. Smoke 44 had proceeded on into the area and was hokIing on 
scene with Sandy 9 and 10. Smoke 43 flight held high while the Sandy's and 
Nail 01 destroyed gun positions near the survivor. Smoke 43 was asked by 
Sandy 9 to coordinate ordnance with King, and I did se, working with Nail 01 
and Nail 33 and monitoring the fastmover strikes used to cut Rte 23 and to 
strike gun positions. I assisted Nail 33 in killing one 37rrnn which had fired 
at one of his etrike flights. 

2. Sandy 9 brought Smoke 43 flight down over the survivors and pointed out 
their position.. He then passed on-scene command to Smoke 43. Sandy 9 and 10 
then RTB' ed for fuel, delivering their CBU-25 an .niy gunners just north of 
the survivor, as they exited. I decided to attempt a. last -light pickup if I 
could get sufficient fastmover ordnance and if two more Sandys were available 
to assist Sandy. 12 and 12, who were holding with the Jollys. Smoke 44, having 
been airborne over one hour longer than 43, had to M. He delivered his H-. 
47. along the portion of Rte 23 next to the survivors, and his ordnance crest- 
ed ndary fires and explosions which lasted for almost two hours. 

3o 1800L was selected as the execution time, and Nail 33 continued to direct 
fastmover strikes on gun positions. Nail 25 (F&veia.il ) arrived, and Smoke 43 
briefed the pickup on VHF. The most difficult aspect was that the Jolly would 
have to make a very steep deacon* some two ta three miles out from the survivor 
and make his final run-in on the dick. Only in this way could the Jelly b 
ecreened from the large 37mm guns located beyond the survivors. Nail 31 Brave 
was not tlking on the ridio, but I felt that we could make a pickup on Alpha 
and that Bravo, hearing the effort, would again transmit, Although Bravo's 
reoeiver appeared to be inoperative, I was willing to attempt his rescue toe 
provided he popped a smoke .i' vectored the Jolly vi.ua.Uy, 

4. Smoke 43 sent Nail 25 out to lead the Jolly. and Sandy 13 flight into the 
fine.l holding point, while Sandy 11 marked the IF point, I FAC'ed in a last 
BLU-52 strike just northwest of the survivors, and Gunfighter 24 and 25mads two 
excellent 20 meter passes. Our execution was delayed some 20 minutee due to 
the haze and approaching darkness. WherL Jolly 32 began his run, he failed to 
descend to the deck, and was thus exposed to enemy guns. At about the two 
mi].e point, the Jolly was above 3000 feet, and a 37mm opened up on him. At 
the same time, other guns outside the iiiiediate area of the survivor began 
attacking the Sasdys. The 37mm waa within 100-150 meters of Nail 31 Alpha, 
and Smoke 43 rolled ia on that gun as the Jolly exited. After that pass, 
darkness forced us to withdraw, and on-ecene corxrxisnd was passed to Nail 51, 
who was inbound. 

IJW:T1AL 
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5. 1 told Nail 31 alpha that we would se him in the marRing, and asked h1 
to listen for other gun po5ition5 RTP was normal. Bravo was etill not talking 
on the radio. 

1) 

- 

S. R. JAYNS III, Capt, USAF 
Smoke 43 

,,M,RfQ 
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JU-99-DN -)1 
I°' U - uf 

A\OS 99 



AL DOC  (0~ 

18 March 1972 

SUBJECT; Sandy 13 and 14 (s,R for sail 31 jJfl) 

I. On 18 Mar 72 Sandy 13/A launched c 10102 with m&ien kits on board 
both aircr..ft. 1iroute S 13/14 was advised that as soon as they arrived 
a pick up was going to be attempted. Swke 43 was OSC /s 11/12 in the 
area also. The plan was that Smoke 43 would lay a. smoke ecre'n to the 
northwest and run the Jolly in from the southeast with F 11/12/13/14 
covering the Jolly. We rendezvoued with the Jolly'! 0605L and arrived 
at the scene at 020L. Immediately the plan was executed because of darknees 
and the poor visibility. Smoke 43 laid the su*ke to the west. Sandy 11 drop-. 
ed a M-47 for the Jolly to start his run in. Jolly began his run in and 
didn't get low enough. 5 11 led the Jolly in and the rest of us covered the 
Jolly. 1 was at the Jolly's 8 o'clock and a 23m opened up directly under-
risath the Jolly. 1 rolled in W/2Cri 6nd 1 1tJ.-3 pod. It was dark now and 
two 37m opened up on S 11 who was north of the survivors. The Jolly did 
a 360 clirnirig and went north of the st.w'.rivors on the way back south the 
371 nr's opened up on the Jolly and created more confusion. Everyone exited 
the area and RTB'ed leaving Nail F.C'c on scene all night. 

2. (Note: 1. When delivering orinrice at night your bi.gest threat is 
running into the ground. 

2. Even if the Jolly had been on the treetops he would have 
still flown over that 23ntn. 

C. BLVINS JR, 1Lt, U34F 
Sandy 13 

R, iLt, USAF 
Sandy 14 

, cat 
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5 T A T E M E N T 

19 March 1972 

3UBJgCT: Sandy 9 and 10 (SR Report Nail 31A/I) 

1. Sandy 9 flight was briefed at, 0605 bcuse of an abort in Sandy 3 
flight. Je were airborne at 0740 after awaiting the munitions for 
Sandy 10. 

2. While enroute to 6ha SAR area Candy 1 flight was on scene and Sandy 
5 flight was being briefed to take over on scene command. 

3. We procseded to the briefed initial holding point and rendevoused 
with Jolly (reen 32 and 30. Jolly (reen 1 and Smoke 44 and 45  were 
also at the holding point at our arrival of 0815. 

4. At 0850 Sandy 1 gave on scene cond to Sandy 5. A pick up attempt was 
being considered by Sandy 5 and he called for Smoke 44 flight to proceed 
to the survivors location. At 09°f' Sandy 5 called for Sandy 9 flight to 
enter the area for a briefing prJ. r to the pick-up. 

5. At 0910 Sandy 9 flight arrived in the ear area and received a briefing 
on the planned pick up .ttempt from Sandy 5. Sandy 7 flight was enroute 
from CH77 to the Jolly Creen holding point. 4 0920 Sandy 5 passed on 
scene command to Sandy 9 and 5 eltei the area. 

6. Sandy 7 had rendevoued with Jolly 32 flight. Smoke 44  was hiving 
difficulty finding the area and Sandy 10 attempted to direct them in using 
kDF. Sandy 5 had reported no ground fire so Sandy 9 decided to try a 
pick-up as noon as the Smoke flight was in the area. 

7. I continued making passes ovor the area both to pinpoint the survivors 
and to draw gun fire if any was in the vicinity. 

S. After 10 minutes a 12.7 began firing from about 1i north of the survivors 
After this 2jnm, 37mm, and rocket. propelled grenade (RPG) began firing 
at various times. all guns were north or west of the survivors and firing 
at a low angle. 

9. Smoke 44  was unable to locatr the S.R area and returned to CH9. 

10. The eurvivox5 h1 herd nothing In their immediate vicinity and 
Sandy 9 decided to try a pick up. The pin wac to bring the Jolly in from 
the southeast on the tree tops to avoid the guns to the north and west. 
Sandy 9 and IC would use their CU 22 for an L" shaped smoke screen west 
and north of the survivors, since 1pha And Bravo were very close and 
Bravo's radio w..s not as good as t1phas it war, decided to pick Bravo up 
first. Nail 52 was to help escort Endy 7,8 and the Jollys to the survivors 
and Sandy 10 was to drop an M-7 at ths turn, point about 5nm SE of the 
survivors. From that point on t1,e Jolly Green would be at tree top 
elevation. The entire oper.tiori w to be conducted on guard channel 
because of Bravo's radio. 

IH-95-DM-)I 
10. Sandy 9 briefed everyone on 123.1 and was then in1HNf 
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Jolly 32 and 30 had gone to th tanker and Jolly 61 would be the low 

Jolly. Nail 01 had "fast mover" ordnance ready to put into thie possi le high 
threat c1Xea8. 

11. £ about 1010 Sandy 9  executed the pick up attempt. Sandy 10 had 
heading indicator problems and so ndy 9 flew to the turn point and 
dropped the 14-47. 

12. During the pick-up 23ni, 37mm and RPG's were tired at the Sandys in the 
"Daisy Chain". The eandys expended almost all of their ordnance to the 
north and west of the survivors. Prior to exiting the area Sandy 9 shot 
"Willy Pet." rockets just went of the egrese path. Nail 01 was unable 
to get the ordnance expected, so during the actual pickup the 4  Saridys 
were the only cover available. 

13. At 1025 the Jolly begun exitinr the ai'ea with Sandy 9 giving directions 
until the Jolly could safely climb. 

14 Sandy 7 and 8 escorted Jolly (1 flight wit both eurvivore to CM 89. 
Sandy 9 was critic1Iy low on fuel and landed at LS-39 while Sandy IC 
returned to CH 89, The Sd was terminated at 1030. Sandy 9 landed at 
L&-39 at 1110 and Sandy 10 landed at CI'! 89 at 1120. Sandy 9 took off 
again at 1150 and landed at CH 89 at 1220. 

( 

R. SMITH, Capt1  USAF 
Sandy 9 

R. 50T'f, l/Lt, USA? 
Sandy 10 
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19 arch 1972 

ULJT.T nd.y 01 ziml 02 (iL1 31,/B) 

At 0I45 19 r Sancly3 01 and 02 took off for A first lijht. pick-ufl 
ttont. We wore it,  the DoltU. 47  aot at 0540  hLo ving recoivect 

.rom Kin-  U.ic thc or-3cen) Tho 1tAa had seen quict .11 n.tht 
the Cpoctor on-cccnc had reorLcd only one mover. Sandy 01 took 0. 

S.C. t about 0&0 aStor Wutc;hinZ ITail 25 put in ft ordnncc north 
ct of the urvivrz, fll 49 orkin tho route 23 area to ths 

wmt and north o the Gurvivor. ono 23 or 37= awn c up but I00 
-LO.01-S ott Of .ositon and the C11 put onart ordriemcc on it. c 
w)rhLt anothor :1.i- -ht of 3t C!3J 42 on the  1A2.7 nd 273U pits north of 
IIU wid, k for CU 52 to put on thc. o hd sod contact with 31A 
ou eita fr'j Lnli 3 JI  informed us that he c.nteI a 

Pi bo:auo ho didn't think he :cuid be able to move to the pertoi'. 
s s i3rF had bcon 1°°a  allot Of -.ii; dur.rI2 the niht and ':a3 (O -. lot 
close to A but '.n cQllld ro pintoLnt his e:ct. pit1on. With the  
bir,  runs cu1Ot 5ny 01 iiovcd don to 3504CO0 ft. to woc on th 12.7 
etc. IlLU 2 put on u 12.7 catior very close to EU1s pjt4 . 
Sandy 01 uoc 20r, and to try to oet  the 12.7's to eoc u 
1ST' ro:kots to help  N.,il 01 and t- ,,  fst iziovcrs put thor ordnann 
it aUut.C.700 5ridy 01 tool-  a 12.7 rouid in a LA 3 pod. :e exited th 
area for a chock over, after jct4w- i-L-,;n-.La5 both LW 3 pods arid a c1oe lo 
over by sandy 02, we moiod hack into the area. Bc..ite oi the haze anJ 
hih throz.t area lost about /5 ttint the cheek ove' d back 
into the area, i.t C45 inz cLL to sz.y that we wouldn't h..vc my Jol1y5 
for the next 55  rn3n. duo to air-rcfulin cycling. We reonfrred our 
0900 bno with iaa. Y oitnuuc1 our work on the 12.7 pcsitions lik 

d at OTIt C15 breutht .ridy 05/06 in and started briofin them on 
the dcfcceo rc. in .rid a p.e-up plan. The Plan thit oay Cl form- 
ulated id brior€cj to dy 05 to ru the JoU72 in from, southeast 
to norUiwost, ec off the rll ro-d to the ot ..nd the guns 
20C o 300 r.orth iLtb i-•47 After this oricfir&r. Si.ndy 01 
and 02 u&r, the :t of thi crdr1c3 with 31A,3 help to taho out veral 
of tho inclooc 2.7,  ZNJ 21tu, autotic weapons and small arms in the 
urea. Sandy 01 avo 0,C to andy 05  at about 0855  and 01, and 02 r- Tte.. 

1 r 

LC 1CF; 
j San-diro 't icri to pick-Up nd uo the Nails (F!tC) 1ee 

t103 arc" icnco Lo'orc lri into U. thit arca. They zczt 
.. 

c 

I- —i 

J hb1dth time to et theL: 'I:" toethor. i'iurc time 
reference p0int3, an accurate i.c1 in onoral ho p:..rt of ti.€ 

lot'. are In a ring tido until you i&re called nd m.y L3 able 
:•: i--; tj. &05 aoc.hi:i th th. G..C. cr king is over 1ockig. 

3. We lorncd that intel. did not know D-47 was that wcl1 diTerithd. 
U ' 

jn the future it might bo well to tart "trollin froma reonblo 
ltitudc. Tho Nails 124 5COI with the nose movin. Of coree 

you may hvo to drop the altitude down to get guns to co.-,.0 up but ti - t 
is bettor than blundering in at lot 1titude in the ninlkff-  

Z JOA ZL JJA - Ulf 
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the hih tho.t r&'i wnll nd cL1l kflown guns in the rc oncj 
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19 March 1972 

SULJT: ndy 5 and C (A for U.ii .31,/13) 

I • Tho following is a/ocIuonco of event of Sandy 5 (Capt Lwabcth) and 
Sandy 6 (Lt flork1ot) for the Nail 31 /3 Sit}L Afl. àvcnta wore on the 19th 
of Mar, nd all timci are Thailand local. 

2. t O(O, o launhod to rcplce Sandy 3 nd  4 who air i.borted. o rer- 
cvouwith the Jolly Gro=3 and oke 44 flight zxt approx. 0650 
i'tc Lut 10 r.inuto of hoiinr, &ndy 1 reported taking a hit and was 

y L:L't17- c1  C Iin for the arc 
idy 1 do'in th:: th3 hit w rainor, and he reainoc1 

on co crj.L c .:iz,o thr, survivors aro. vjfLth Sandy 1, .nd 
L:rd c.tia bri.'fii fro-,-. indy I on t.ho aurviyor*s positiofl auld 

ar04 

3 Tho ir duth of th nd t1io p)Lnued run in h5a4ing3 
for the Jily h..4 been. prety ll nLticct :ith the exception of 3 
ErU piti just sot of '.he sui'vivors., widy 1 and 2 worked over the pits 
pf.LCr to tirnin over on oceno cozncr to me. 

4. SiiorL1y z.,fLer bcoin- C3C, I cont d Nail 3 1 A nd had hivi vrctor 
r.e directly o;or h3ji. 3. atod •.ith Bravo, but his re'<ivr 
w"s upp.rcritiy not orin ieii. I lc,,.1  over his etizated positiofl and 
flr4v0 up on the radio and told to un my engine if I v.,s hca ring him- 
This I did, un Iravo thud xie - crstocd I was hoiring hi;-i. A f•w 
Geconds later he came up on (rd ohz.nraol, und could receive no well. I 
hi him vector no over his itior., d found that Bro ij,13 ruh closer 
to Alpha then I had thouht 

. I had not roccived any ground fire up to this time in tho .rea of  
sirivorc. Th nuns to tno r.orthct .:ere not gping to affect tho Ji1 

I received rio rour.d fire trolling over tic area.t lor arid 
locr altitc. I dncided tiaL it %;LL,% tio ta organize the pietup. I 
crt 6 out. t.o t.o Jolly' i o.: rc L. d oke L4 flit, und Sandy 

9 and 10 to eoio into the aroa for a briofin. At this time Sandy 6 
wan ettin vory low oi fu1, it appart that he would not . l.-3 .  
able to stay on sLtion long cru.uh fü the picicup. Sandy -  uuc 
oily ton minutes out, 0.0 I b1'i- 9 on th' it.tLon. 
Srko IJ flightw. ficuit' the survivor' ind did 
no... reach tho ncerAo 1,.... ' ... soon Sandy 7 fLi,t arrived 
on SCeflO J,)lr.' I 1c Sr .ftcr briefing dy 9 
oil the 5urvivo' 

.. 
i en and fiei.Ltie. ith Delta Canrol, 

I opondcd my ordnance on thD Z?J pit south or the survivors, thus "s- 
ouring- those 8un5 would no loner be a thrat. - 

6. Throughout the tire tio that I ao CCC, I had th3 Rails diroct.n 
fast rover crdnancofto the north of to survivors, which ccccd to be 
most of the biggun's were located. 

7. 1 did not havo enough fuel to around or the pickup attc 1"-  - 
I turned or. accino command over to 5n4y 9 and ?B'd. I lwed at IM, .  

Z 1°" U -'I -Uef 

MOS 99 



STATE T 

Sandy 07 and 08 launched from Danang AB ItVN at 0135Z  on 19 March 1972. 
We arrived at the holding point assigned prior to takeoff at appraxiniatly 
0250Z and rendroused with Jolly Green 32 and 30 and 61 and 57 who were 
already in the area. Sandy 09 and 10 were maldng final plans for a pickup 
attempt with Sandy 09 beingon-mono com*nder. Sandy 09 had the poaltion 
of both survivors narrowed down to approximately 100 motor circles and bsan 
to brief the plan of attack. However, Sandy 09 and 10 began taking more 
ground fire and the pickup was postponed for the time being. At th[p point 
Sandy 07 experienced temporary transtitter  failure  and signalled MW  O8 
to take 00mn5nd c he flight. After 10 mimtog Sandy 07s radio problems 
corrected themselves and he resumed øoctand of the flight. Shortly there-
after Jolly Green 32 and.  30 left for the tanker to refuel. Sandy 09 stated 
that he was ready for ti pickup attempt and started the briefing. King 
interrupted and said that there was only one Jolly Green ready to go and 
advised Sandy 09 to wait for Jolly 5reen 32 and 30 to return before starting 
the pickup. Jolly Green 61 qu.iokly cori..ti.red that he had Jolly Green 57 
with him as high bird and the briefing continued. Nail 52 arrived just 
before execution and led .R)llytGre.n 61 and Sandy 07 and 08 into the area. 
Sandy 10 was supposed to drop an arted }-47 as an I? with three 2.75Mwp 
rockets marking ingress beading but his ccaas system tailed and Sandy 09 
put in the appro,tate marks instead of Sandy 10. Nail 52 spotted the IF 
mark at the 8 o'clock position and directd Jolly Green 61 and Sandy 07 
and 08 to It. With the IF and the marking rockets in eight, Jolly Green 
61 proceeded into the area with Sandy 07 and 08 escorting. Sandy 09 
directed Jolly Green 61 to slow down and for Nail 31B, the mirvivor to pop 
his smoke. There was •iiee confusion at this point an to which was which. 
survivor but Jolly Green 61 spotted smw smoke and went into e hover over 
it. Sandy 09 and 10 with Sandy 07 and 08 formed a "ditty chain" around 
Jolly Green 61 and expended CBU-25 2.750  rockets, 2D= and 7.62= cannon 
fire in a 360 degree circle,  a**id the helicopter. )(oat of the ordnance us 
directed to the north and 

TA 
t ihich wai the dirscti*i from which the air— 

bursts and tracers  of the was originating. Also observed airbursta 
which were Later thought to be rocket prcelled grenade going oft bslc 
us at approximately 500 to 600 feet. No tire reported coming from inside 
the "daisy chain" at the helicopter. With one man on board Jolly Green 61 
was directed to the other man's position by Sandy 07 and 09 and Sandy 09 
instructed the second survivor to pop his sinks. Jolly Green 61 spotted 
the smoke and completed the pickup All four A.t' s expended along the 
egress rout. and Sandy 07 assumed on-scone ooand when Sandy 09 had to RIB 
due to low fuel. Egress was succesfiJ. and Sandy 07 and 08 Bn'd to Ch 89 
ue to the possibility of battle damage. Battle d.wgs results were 

negative and Sandy 07 and 08 returned to t)anang at 1300Z on 19 March 1972. 

/ & 3 
ROBERT P. BUM,, Capt, US&F 
Sandy 07 

Sandy 07 - Captlin Robert F. Burke 
Sandy 08 - Firs Lieutenant Byron E. Hukee 

I H-9DA\-) 
1°' ZL jpj URf 

AC)S 9c 



2. As was already known, the gas masks used by the helicopter crews 

hampered communications. 

3. The downwash caused by the HH-53 constitutes a real hazard to the 

survivor on the ground and precautions should be continually emphasized. 

Nail 31  

When the crew of Nail 31, an OV-10 from NKP, bailed out over the Ho 

Chi Minh Trail on 18 March 1972, they landed in one of the most hostile 

environments yet faced by rescue forces. The crew was both skillful and 

fortunate in avoiding capture or death during the period immediately follow-

ing their bailout. The pilot, Lieutenant David G. Breskman, had traveled 

about 600 meters from his parachute and was sitting by a tree when he 
83/ 

detected an enemy soldier with an automatic weapon coming toward him. 

I took out mu gun as he approached and sat very 
a till hoping he would veer away from my position. 
He kept corrng tcrward me I remained motionless. He 
looked in my direction a :vwr.her of times but apparently 
didn't see me. He was within 10 feet of my position when 
I wheeled around and fired four times. . . . I 
cautiously moved over to him and took his !-47. There 

was a lot of groundfire at this time and my shoes 
apparently didn't attract attention. 

The SAR force had meanwhile arrived, and the groundfire that Lieutenant 

Breskman heard was most likely that which was directed at Sandy 01 who was 

trolling the area looking for enemy positions. On one of his passes Sandy 

01 was hit and downed by AM. The pilot bailed out and was immediately 

picked up by an Air America helicopter. Before he was shot down, Sandy 01 

had pinpointed the location of Captain Steven L. Boretsky, the weapons 
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systems officer of Nail 31. However, a problem was to develop in that 

Captain Boretsky was having trouble with his radio and, since he was forced 

to keep moving away from gun positions, his exact location would not again 

be known until the next day. With SAR operations cancelled for the day due 

to heavy groundfire, the night was spent in trying to neutralize the enemy 

positions which, with his location unknown, placed Captain Boretsky in a 

hazardous situation. 

For 24 hours, airstrikes were used to soften up the area sufficiently 

to enable a rescue attempt to take place the following day. Special ordnance 

contributed significantly toward protecting the survivors through the night. 

The support provided for the Nail 31 SAR operation was indicated by Captain 
841 

Randy Jayne, OSC during the first afternoon: 

While I was OSCJ  I got not only c.11 the available 
ordnance in the area, I also got the special 
ordnance that had been requested earlier in the dai. 
1/ad we not put that ordnarce in--I'm talking here 
pri:marizy of area denial type weapons--if we hadn't 
put that ordnance in, if it hadn't been available, those 
men would not have made it through the night. They 
were right in the middle of an enemy storage area, 
bivouac area, an extremely large concentration of 
enemy troops and AAA. 

As the time for another rescue attempt approached, a wall of smoke 

was laid by A-1 "Smoke" aircraft from UP. Enemy resistance had been 

subdued by the strike aircraft, some of which carried laser-guided 

bombs and, when the order to execute was given, the Jolly met with little 

groundfire enroute to the survivors. There was some confusion as to where 
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Captain E3oretsky was, but both crewrnembers were found and safely evacuated. 

The accuracy and the amount of firepower delivered against the enemy during 

the Nail 31 operation caused Colonel Cecil N. Muirhead, Jr., Commander, 

3ARRGp, to speculate that, 'toward the end of this operation, the enemy 
85/ 

probably wished we would just finish and leave him alone." 

The SAR conference at which Colonel Muirhead made his remarks was 

held at MKP on 26 March 1972. Those in attendance included the crew of Nail 

31 and most of the participants in the SM operation. The purpose of the 

conference was to determine what lessons could be learned from the Nail 31 

experience. The minutes of the conference included the following: 

1. It was suggested that in extremely high-threat areas, the 

Nail FAGs maintain longer USC prior to allowing the Sandys in the area for 

in-close trolling. The Sandys should insure that they are briefed thoroughly 

by the on-scene FAC and by King. 

2. It was emphasized that the cycling and scheduling of Pave Nail 

assets represented a critical problem due to aircraft availability and 

maintenance. It was suggested that Joker coordinate closely with the 5650W 

to insure the best utilization of the assets. 

3. It was noted that first light planning apparently created a con-

siderable fast-mover overload on tanker resources. This resulted from 

holding certain night flights over until first light without expending them. 

Like other assets, tankers were limited, and strike flights should expend as 

soon as possible to avoid excessive refuelings and exhaustion of tanker resource 

bS 



rescue efforts 
Yvery Service helicopter, have 
rescue efforts in less than 24 
civilian aircraft and her two 

Pacific Ocean off the Call-
4 in  the rescue of an Iceland-

after he had fallen about 120 
area of the lareest glacier in 

Third try success 

as ARRS crews save 

FACs down in Laos 

Page 3 

CLVL1Lan transport DeHavi land 
had been forced to turn artsmd 
c,k of fuel forced the airtmft 
--while the APR; crewi watched 

adri at Hantiltt A9, Calif., 
ared an mrgency and wild be 
53 Super Jolly Creen Ciant and 

Pacific, Inc., Agena, aiar, 
iced their position to a Cot 
that the C4avilarid was consi- 

ircraft, and 17 minutes later, 
i-es to light the area, and 10 
fly ditched into the ocean. 
vigil on  the survivors below, 
was waiting, refueled in, and 
tted the survivors in a raft, 

:he crash site, and Sgt. Terry 
L55ist the survivor, cli th on 
1icopter. The first survivor 
:er ditching Rotor wash from  
irvivor on the raft about one 
11. However. gt. Donald . 

:id survivar was successfully 

ton AFB Hospital, where they 

if Reykjavik, Iceland. was ex.  
miles ch.Le. east of Yef1avLk. 

revasse .then the rope he was 

Helicopter medsacs 

Panamanian women 
HOWARD AF, C.2. -- An 
-3 Jolly Creen Giant he-

licopter was sent on medi-
cal evacuation missions to 
recover two Panamanian wo-
men . 

The Let 2, 39th Aero- 
space Rescue and Recovery 
Wjjg helicopter went first 
to rahoga Island to pick Lip 
90-year-old 1'aria Carters, 
whi was suffering from a 
serious kidney infection. 

She was i-eti.iuied ta ai-
tilla Airport and taken by 
ambulance to S=tn Torras 
Hospi ta I. 

Prom Paitilla, the heli-
copter crew, which was can-
nianded by Capt. Jo- n C. 
Woc]fe1, flew to the town 
of 03tin0 on the gulf of 
Saii Miguel, about 85 miles 
southeast of Panama City. 

There they picked up 20-
yenr-old Elena ria, wtia 
was suffering severe abdom-
inal pains. She also was 
returned ta Paitilla Air- 
part and taken to Santo  
Tc,saa Hospital. 

TAN SC! h11JT AB, R7 -- Air Force fighter 
bomber's and gumships teamed with F-S3 Super 
Jolly Green Cianits in the rescue of two down- 
ed forward air controllers (iACs) in an 

area of the southern panhandle of Laos. 
Res— op.ratiris actually started 24 

hours earlier when 1st Lt. Cvid C. Rreskman 
and Capt. Stephen L. Baretsky were forced to 
eject from their (W-10 after it was hit by 
ccerrunist ground fire. They landed between 
two maar arteries of the Ho th.i ktnh Trail 
in the  midst of n1mmrcu5 cm.eüst antiair-
craft artillery locations. 

The rescue was initiated almost immediate- 
ly as the pilat of an acccs'enany-tng (5,r_lD 
called in the enemy hit and renorred seeing 
two good parachutes. 

Conditions far the next 24 hours were 
spel led out as the rescue frmrces arrived on 
scene less than an hour after the call. An 
A-1 Skyraider escorting the rescue hellccp-
thr and flying over the area to locate the 
downed fliers, was hit by antiaircraft fire 
and downed. The pilot bailed out and was 
picked tip by a helicopter in the area near 
the two downed CV-10 crewmen. 

When rescue forces from tfle 40th Aerospace 
Rescue and Recovery Squadron began taking in-
ten.se antiaircraft and small arms fire tac-
tical aircraft were called in th strika the  
enemy positions. 

After an eight-hr exchange of fire, two 
A-Is led in an -53 piloted by Lt. Col. John 
Morse, inta the area. The first attempt fail- 
ed as the rescue forces encountered intense 
fire. 

Throughout the night, Lieutenant Breskmsn, 
assisted the fighter bothers and gunships by 
directing their fire on enemy positions near 
him. 

'anwhile, the pair kept in hiding. 
He and Captain Boretaky heard ordnance 

landing arod therm thrruhgcut the night. The 
captain even felt shrapnel falling from the 
air bursts. 

Shortly after dawn, the rescue aircraft 
made a second attempt to pick up the pilot,. 
Again, they ran into heavy gro.rid fire, and 
the rescue tears again was farced to withdraw. 

Twery.four hours after the t\Cs ejected, 
an HH-53 commanded by Maj. Kenneth E. Ernest, 
made a third and successful attempt. 

With =ost small arms fire quieted, the 
1+1-53 skiered in low and fast to evade anti-
aircraft artillery, and hovered over the 
lieutenant. .A1C Craig A. Marsh, pararesnie-
mean, rode the jungle penetratar down through 
the 150-foot trees, helped the lieutenant on 
bloard. and the two were hoisted to safery. 

Then the helicopter maneuvered inta posi-
tion over Captain Boretjkv and Airman Marsh 
reeatedhjs descent, effecting the success-
ful recovery of the captain. 

thet' fire trailed the helicoptar as it 
raced out of danger. 

Other crewtrrrnbers can the 1+1-SI were Capt. 
Mark L. Sthibler, copilot,  Sgt. Wolfgang men-
ninghiven, flight entgineec; SSgt, 'tjthael L. 
Walker, pararescieman; and SSgt, Kelly K. 
Shuitiam, COdbat photographar. 
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Date 

Date M.ason * Sortie Length Total A-i Time 

Marj[55 34 231 3 

Total Combat Time irCat 

Total Combat Time Aircraft Sotio Length Total A-i Trne 
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hr first journal entry/or 19 Mar 1972 
t4 O I j}W;\i 

/Sandv ON as 11i/ini(711/ £41? for Nail 3/A 11... Malor, A-Ia,or /A'iaj Am.-Wilier/ and 
1111,1galun ecunu to 1 )aNaot to hell) in £41? Ion the l/'ih of March/... they fWflichL'(/ and 
short/i thereafter 'ie / on the ,'rowuJ at / )aAiang/ trot  word thai I'àas had hc' 1cn s/i/it Iüin 

/ /1 14 - /J  142-063[... Ve then got launched fan the 19th I...  Inronie we heard that A/Ia/ui-, 
Avia/ur had taken a had hit fin A -11-1 /34-551/ (see pi tin )... Burker varied to have 
radio prob/L'nls so / had the lead fin- a w/nle... Frenina//, Burker got ihe lead hack and 
ice executed. ...vA first real taste of ground/ire and my first look (Al (.111' bursts (3 7niio or 
.." nlni)... 'e11 planned £11? by Ron Smith... 'l'hc' airbnrsis ne'er stopped. even during the 
pickujc... On egress, 1 lost Burker (hid /0/ned 1P 1)11 another A -  I flight.,. /(;f/ Priebe 
nerer/lmul the Si l? in the ( aicher's ivliu... 1?7J1 to NKP iiih a fly-by with King and the 

eee 

'\R \lij' 

S1nd\ I .ulcup for Nall 31 SAR 

liriages fi-om the \ail 31 SAR 

()l'I'icial Nall 11 SAR patch 

This was a real shoot-cm-up where we lost an A- 1 and had at least three others damaged, 
one al them severely. Mike Faas was shot down on Day 1 of the SAR (18 Mar) whii 
flying A-I J 142-063. and Major Don Milner took serious damage (flying,  A- I H I 34-5 I 
when a large caliber AA\ round went (I'll-OUgh his right flap, then exploded, peppering the 
aft fuselage with shrapnel. This also occurred on Day I of the SAR effort. The weather in 
the SAR area was hazy with scattered to broken clouds at about 5,000 feet on both days. 

http//\vivw. sk raider. or/hook/journa1set/rnChap4 Iitm 1/24/99 



A - t Combai Journal - Chapter 4 Page 7 of' 13 

Nail 31 was an OV-1() from the 23rd lASS (Tactical Air Support Squadron) with two 

pilots on board and was down near Delta 47 (also known as The Catcher's Mitt") in Steel 
Tiger southern Laos). Both pilots were relatively unhurt, but the enemy was deployed in 

force around them. Several attempts at a pickup on the 18th of March were repulsed by the 
enemy. Somewhere down there was a"nine-level" gunner who had three aircraft to his 
credit on the first day. In all. 15 A-I sorties were flown in direct support of this SAR on 
this first day. Duritig this first day, one of the survivors. Nail 3 IA, shot and killed an NVA 

soldier and took away his. AK-47 assault rifle. ' I 

Bb and r launched from DaNang as Sandy 07 and 08 at around (1830 local time on Day 2. 
The remainder of ilie SAR forces came out of NKP. We proceeded to the SAR area and 
rejoined with the Jolly Green helicopters who were holding near the area. I briefly had the 
lead ofotir two ship as Burker was sorting out some radio difficulties. He took the lead 
back a short time later. 

('!Plai ii Run Smith kk as on scene eoniuiandei-  as Sandy low when we arrived1 with I sO A 
Randy Scott as his wmgman. We were shown the survivors locations and were soon ready 
to execute the rescue plan. Since there was at least one active large caliber AAA piece in 
the area that ias not silenced. we were all briefed to slav low and watch for AAA. 

At the execute command. the Jolly Green raced in on the tree tops escorted by our hiur A-
I : We had both survivors location's pinporntcd so we were able to put down continuous 
protective cover around the hovering helicopter. I distinctly remember seeing the airbursis 
fi-6in the AAA guns exploding above us. This was the first time that Iliad seen AAA this 
large. It iiot niv attention. A1tliourh the Jolly Green remained in the area for the pickup no 
more thai Five minutes, it seemed like it was much longer. The rescue occurred just after 
1000 local time. 

Following the pickup of the second survivor, the .lollv (il'ecn ceressed to the southwest 
escorted by all four Sandvs At this time. I was heading about east. so  Iliad to bend it 
around tight to get out of there and provide some sort of support. Once clear of the area.. 
the .iolly Green began a climb to a higher altitude. I remember having a very difficult time 
keeping up since I had bled off what little airspeed I had during the hard turn to follow the 
Jolly Green. 1 lost sight of my flight lead (a definite no-no), but was able to keep sight of 
the Jolly Green. Soon enough I saw a flight of A- 1 ,;that I joined on. Turned out to be 
ailother flight, but we soon got it sorted out and I got back with Burker. 

The SAR force returned to NKP and we homed two A-! 5 On each wing of the King HC-C11 
 3() who had the Jolly Greens in tow. We brought the whole gaggle for a 500 foot low pass 

down 1.11C runwa at NKP then split up into our respective fOrmations fbi landing. Nice 
little get together after landing. but Burker and I had to turn the aircraft and get ready to 
head back to DaNang to finish our Sandy rotation. Fourteen A-! sorties were flown in 
direct support of this SAR oil Day 2. 

http//wiv.v. skvraider.nig..1iook..  tit iriia1set..'ji-n(ha41itni 1/24/99 



Date Mission Iortie Lengt 

57 3.5 

Total A-i Time 

237.0 

Totn]. Combat Time i Arcraft 

170.7 A- 1H 139-608 

A-I C'oiibal Journal - Chapter 4 Page S of 13 

Other accounts of' this SAR are provided by Ran th Jayne, Roil Smith and I uL Kuclianan 

My seconil jiurna/ entiy for 19 i'Jar 1972 

/Sandv O as wmgman/ RiB /.sorw/ to J)ciNang... fried the nor(hcri /Ho (h Mmii trail/ 

crossing, Inil north of S'aravane (I u,n/an Va//ev, Rurker started saking fire... a/rh urs ,s 

Just behind him... lie 'iius •rira,t,'h and level W the time and 1 told h im to. "Break r/g4Lv' 

i•ihu.h he t9rofl)f2t/i. (//d... ( e/i'brok'(/ tit DaNt-mg that night. 

We launched back to DaNang later in the day so as to resume our Sandy alert 
cornmrnient. The weather was still good with haze down below us. We cruised at about 
10,000 Feet enroute to DaNang. 

We chose trail crossing points based on the latest reported enemy activity. The Nail 3 1 
SAR area was north of our crossing point but close enough to our crossing point to have 
enemy troops who were on the move and ready to lire at anything that came within their 
area. The Catcher's Mitt area was hit hard with airstrikes after the SAR to try and catch 
enemy lorces that congregated oil the area including an Arc Light on that section of the 
trail. 

As we crossed this section of the trail. I saw airbursts directly behind Biirkci and yelled at 
him to. "Break right. We both did so and I guarantee you we were moving around a lot 
more [he rest of the way. It would have been extremely hard to explain how and why we 
got lilt crossing where we did. There were a lot more forces on the alert due to the S XR  
than we had anticipated. 

W landed at DaNang and re-cocked the aircraft to resume our Sandy alert status. 
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Nail: 31 SAR page 1 of) 

Captain Randy Jaynets recollection of the Nail 31 SAR. 

The day the Nail 13 Ii went down. I was on the schedule for a normal Barrel Roll close air 
support strike mission, with 56th SOW Commander Col. Jack Robinson as my wingman. 
When the SAR kicked off, we were re-roled as the SMOKE flight, with wall to wall M-47 
WP bombs. Col R was quite excited, because even though he was a highly dçcoratecl 
Korean tighter pilot, lie had never flown on a SAR (not having ever checked out as a 
Sandy). 

While we were hriefinL, Mike Faas was shot down, then picked up. and Don Morse 

[Milner] had his MAJOR battle damage. Our own pucker factor, then, was higher than I 
think it had ever been before, at least for me. The next memorable (but trivia!) event 
occurred on level-off at 12.000 feet in our flight of two. When I reached to pull the prop 
lef.el hack from 2800 rpm to cruise setting. I discovered that the linkage had broken and 
the lever simply flopped back and forth in my hand. Because four Sandys were on scene, 
and because we had no way of knowing how timely the need for smoke might be, I sent 
Smoke 45 on to the scene, and I rth'ed to NKP. I landed, shut down, and watched as the 
cre• chief spent all of four or five minutes removing a panel, locating a missing cotter pin, 
re-pinning the linkage, and giving me a thumbs up. At the same time, the guys topped off 
my main fuselage fuel tank (the only one I had used at that point. 

I arrived on scene, then. some 45-50 minutes behind my wingman, and held and listened 
while the Sandys (who were they') worked the scene. All of us had this really 
uncoinfiwtable feeling. We could not see the inflimous gun, he would not shoot, and yet he 
had hit three and brought down two airplanes already. At some point about three hours 
into this. the Sandys bingoed out. The next Sandys arrived around 1700, and for sonic 
reason passed on-scene command to inc. since I was the Sandy lead who lial been there 
all afternoon, albeit flying with the Smoke call sign. 

At this point in the story. my  blood pressure started to rise, for reasons which will become 
clear. Col Robinson and I. talked to the two survivor's (one of whom was Dave Brcskman, 
and I furget the pilots name [Steve Borctsky]i, tried to carefully check out a South to 
North run-in path, "trolling" at a couple of hundred feet and looking closely for any signs 
of a gun emplacement or even small arms fire. Everything was quiet. and I talked to the 
lead Jolly, a great aviator whom I had flown two SAR's with previously. He was headed 
back out to the safe orbit-escorted by the two Sandies with us-- to refuel, and we agreed to 
conduct a classic run-in at at.'rsolitte treetop level, complete with smoke, for a last-light 
pickup attempt. We were reasonably sure, based on the survivors' good sense of direction, 
that the big gun was indeed on the other (North) side of their position. We agreed that a 
trctop hover should keep the Jolly terrain-masked front the gunner's depressed line of 
Sight. 

Great plan. great team, time to execute. Col. R. dropped his smoke first, and put it 
absotutetv exactly on the mark. making it very easy for me to follow suit. The Jolly started 
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Mid 31 SAR Pae 2 of 9 

the run-in as briefed, escorted by the two Sarrdys. while we two set up a tight orbit and 
looked all around for the gun. It was near dusk. and at the point that the HH-53 was about 
8000 feet out, surrounded by the smoke. I realized that something was very wrong. Instead 
o?11ying at an altitude which caused the rotor wash to beat down the tops ofthe trees, the 
Jolly was moving along at at least 1 50-200 feet above the tops of the trees. Both I and the 
Sandys were literally yelling at the Jolly, but to no effect, As the first survivor called out a 
tally ho at about 400 yards, and with me in a painfully good position to watch, the obvious 
occurred. 

The North Vietnamese 3711m gunner. clearly amazed at this 60.000 pound shooting 
gallery target moving along at all of 30 knots. opened fire. As all of us who have climbed 
all over a 37mm gun know, the clip has a 6-8 shot capacity. I actually watched the large 
tracers come so close to the helicopter that ff0111 my vantage point, it appeared that a 
round or two literally passed through the rotnis circular path! In oneof my best personal 
miracles, I v atehed the uiiiiier-wlio had proven he could hit three aircraFt urn ing much 
faster than this .lollv-\TISS! The III 1-53 immediately aborted out to the South, ending our 
attempt. With no smoke- limited daylight, and an intense anger at the Hairmanshipt  we had 
whi'ressed, we started to take everyone home. 

we did, both Col Robinson-who was at this point below bingo, having been airborne 
almost an hour longer than inc-and the on-scene OV- 10 Nail both said that they thought 
they could pinpoint the gun. SIflCC unlike me. they had been looking from the East or West, 
and had a better perspective. After a quick discussion, both the Nail and Smoke 45 rtbed 
for fuel, and I made one last effort to accomplish something in what had been an otherwise 
fruitless day. Two Navy A-7'.s, who had orbited above us and "watched the whole thuign, 

indicated that they had knir MK-82's each, and would like to jettison them op what we 
thought to be the gun emplacement. Since I had no forward firing ordnance at all except 
20mm. 1 made one LONG RANGE straffing "run" ("tracer lou" would be a more accurate 
descriptor-I 1' Nail 3 1. Mike Faas. and Don Morse had been unlucky. I had no desire 'o get 
too close to this guy!). 

M sometimes happens. one Spad driver and two Navy SLUF guys reached unanimous 
agreement as to where we thought the gun was. The lead A-7 rolled in durin what I 
remember as deep  dusk". and dropped about 200 feet to one side of the target. I ga'e his 
wing-man my best Hurlburt imitation of a real FAC, right down to the color commentary, 
and Two proceeded to drop an absolute shack, with multiple small secondary explosions. 
At that point, out of gas. ideas, ordnance, and patiet'rce, we all went home. 

My next two recollections are diametrically different. First. I stormed TUOC in search of,  
the Jolly pilot, to politely ask what on earth had gone on. I was met by the Ops Officer 
frcni the Jollies, in tow with the lead Jolly pilot, whom 1 had thought was "flying the 
pickup attempt. The two of them told me what had happened, and if Joseph 1-Teller had 
heard this story four decades ago. there would have been another chapter in Catch 22'. It 
seems that while on the refueling boom, the lead Jolly (Captain) was "told" by the backup 
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Jolly, that they would switch pO5tC0I1s, so that the number two Jolly could make the 
pickup. That second pilot was in fact a senior officer who had for a few months been 111 the 
unit at NKP. but had been reassigned to a desk in Saigon at 7th AF. It was this individual-
sitting alert that day to get his monthly sortie and combat pay-- who "flew" the almost fatal 
"high altitude profile", with no notification to the on-scene commander (me) about having 
ordered the switch. Let me end this part of the story by noting the all of this was not in any 
way lost on Colonel Jack Robinson. and the Jolly pilot, although not part of our Special 
Ups chain of command, never flew a combat mission again, at least not anywhere near the 

war. 

N6w for the good news story-A first light launch of a new Sandy and Jolly team arrived on 
scene. recreated the night heforcs run-in tactic exactly. picked up both guys, and come 
hack to ihe ramp ar N KP fora huge celebration I won't try to re-tell the part about Dave 
Bretskv bringing back an AK-47-that is a whole different war story". 

From mv standpoint. Nail 3 I had a lot of lessons learned-the Nails knew their survial 
stuff" and it saved them. I reinforced something a lot of Sandies had learned before-just 
because you launch as a Smoke bird, keep your head in the game, because somebody may 
put von in charge. Third, even a well conceived plan can conic apart quickly due to lack of 
attention to detail or execution. But. finally, even rova.l screwups benefit from big doses of 
luck on occasion-on that afternoon, we really did! 

Rfl2Fi1/!, latHe 

Captain Ron Smith's recollection of the Nail 31 SAR. 

I remember watching the first 4 ship to launch on the SAR on the 1 8th. About 2 hours later 
we heard that Mike Fans had been shot down and picked up by Air America. We went 
through one group of Sandies after another that day with most of the work being to find 
the area, and supress the numerous guns. The weather was terrible. It was the dry season, 
and the fields were being burned. You could hardly see your wingman much less other 
aircraft. 

I was scheduled about mid day of the following day (19th Mar) with Scotty as my 
wingman. We had gone through $o many people he was the only wingman with crew rest. 
This would not have been an issue except he had just returned from leave, and had not 

flown in over 2 weeks. We launched as Sandy low and wing-man replacements. It was 
difficult to find the location in the smoke. but thanks to great briefings from the pre ioits 
Sandys we found the area. 

Two Nails ui the middle of the Catchers Mitt. Most ground fire at that time came from 
north of the Catchers Mitt river. The survivors had not heard anything from their 
immediate vicinity for sonic time. I remember that one of them had an NVA walk up to 
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where he was hiding, and he shot 111m . After getting his AK47, he crawled to 'a new hiding 
plice. I decided it was now or never, and called for a smoke flight to seal off the river with 
the intent of bringing the Jolly and Sandy escort in from the south. The smoke flight never 
made it -- they got lost and God only knows where they went. 

We were flying no higher than 100ff to avoid the suns to the north. At one point a 145 got 
my range and sent a long salvo in front of me. 'l'hal low and already in a turn away, there 
was little I could do. His last round went through the hose cone of my right LAIJ 3 pod. He 
must have run out of his clip. We were also worried about fuel, and so I forgot I was on 
my tip tank. Suddenly cvciything got real quiet as my engine quit at 100111. It really is 
amazing how training conies back quickly. I went to the boost pump, switchcd tanks, and 
turned the pump back on -- the engine immediately started The survivors were really 
worried about that as the\ told me later -- they thought another person on the ground 
wtuld delay their pickup. 

After briefing the pick up team on mv intentions, and getting ready to execute. King 
advised that there was only 1 Jolly in the area. and they recommended we wait. Another 
had idea from King. The execution called for Scotty and me to head south while the Jolly  
and San& escort headed east. The plan was to rendezvous at a point marked by a WP 
bomb. There was the only thing you could hope to see. We arrived at the designated point. 
I dropped the bomb. and within 3 minutes the Jolly had it in sight. We then executed a 
dalsv chain around the jolly on the reverse heading from the one we had gone out on. We 
had to use heading and time to get back since visibility was so bad. We pickd up the 
survivor closest to the river first, and then the other. We got lire l'rom north of the river as 
expected, but were all flying really low so they could not hit us. 

The egress was also low,  until we got back to the original rendezvous point. On the way out 
we marked the way for the Jolly by launching WP rockets every time we passed the Jolly. 
After reaching the rendezvous point we climbed and headed west with no o1position 
Athougli the mission only lasted a little more than 3 hours. I did not have enough gas to 
make it all the way hack to NKP. Had to land at a Lirna sight (can't remember the name, 
but we had several Raven FACs there). 

Ron L'/)11t/i 

(àptatn Buck Buchanan recollection of the Nail 31 SAR. 
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/ had aked I-hick via c/flail u/i ilier John Lcickev was awarded ihe Air Force Cross,/)r his 
role in the Vail -3/  uA U. 

By Jul'ui did get the AF Cross for his role as Sandy One ':rn the first lighter on the 
second day. IMHO it was, in a big part. because of John that both survivors were rescued 
later that day. I was scheduling the first day,  arid we were running short of qualified 
aircrews and it didn't help that everyone was getting the shit shot out of them. Lackey had 
already flown his champagne flight 3 or 4 days before the SAR. He was hanging around 
TUOC and came over to the ops. shop and asked how scheduling was going. I told him 
that I was starting to get strapped for crews if the SAR turned into a first lighter, lie said 
you are really short of Sandy Leads --huh? I said yup and he said what about me? I said 
you have already flown your sawadee flight and turned in your stuff. He said shit I can go 
get the xx## stuff So I said I would check with the powers that he (1 think it was Jim 
Hardin) and if it was okay: then I would put him up as Sandy Low for the first lighter. I 
asked who do you want on your wing'? He answered what are you doing? I think I gulped 
and said I'd be glad to he on your wing. 

Ypu probably know the rest of the story. I have the narrative from my Silver Star that I 
could dM out but here is an over-view. We took off in the dark and climbed on top of a, as 

reirieniher. 1 500 to 2000 ft overcast. We got to the mitt and John talked to the Nail on 
scene md found out that Iu(h A and H were okay and that A was the proud new owi id .  
an ;\K. John said to me okay 2 It might be a little cramped down there so you stay up here 
and I will go down and take a look. I thought right then, holy shit, this guy has big balls. 
He wasn't down there very lung and the survivors started telling him they could hear bad 
guys shooting at him, lie then figured lie had better get me down there to check his six. I 
came down and he trolled around and I watched and called out ground  fire. There were 
some guys with RPGs that were harassing him and they were relatively easy' for us to take 
care of. John knew where a 37mm was that was too close For fast-movers and he and the 
survivors thought t here was another gun around close. Although we weren't shot at by the 
37mm (we were pretty low) John put ordinance on it while I covered him. While we were 
doing that a 14.5mm came up on John and I just happened to be in position to get a good 
siliti11g of it and was able to put two LAI]-3 pods of 1-iFi on it, In retrospect that was a 
little over-kill but there was a lot of adrenalin flowing at the time. By this time we were 
bqth getting close to bingo and we thought we had the close guns killed so, as I recall, we 
put some strafe down around the survivors (B thought he could hear some bad guys close 
by.) [I was just inten-upted by an ambulance call for 2 1/2 hrs.] If I recall correctly we 
were replaced by Ron Smith. but it seems like there were another pair of Sandys in there 
between Ron and us. 

1 flew with John some during check-out and always had a lot of respect for him as a pilot 
and a. marl. One thing is certain, von always knew where you stood with him. 

-Buck 
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I Li Dave I3reskrnan and Capt Steve 

Boretsky I  

(Lto R) iLt Byron Hukee Capt Ron Smith, Capt Bob Burke 

-:.X-.--:-. '- 

Capt. Ron Smith. Sandy low for the rsc There  are no small parts, only small player  
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Robert LaPointe 

From: <Krng2721taoIcom> 
To: <rIa poi ntegcinet> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 25, 19 2:29 PM 
Subject: Photo #1 

Bob, 

If that's an AK-47 in the survivor's hand. I would gucss that he is one 
of the Nail 31 crew rescued March 19, 1972 from the Catcher's Mitt (Steel 
Tiger). His name is I Lt David I3reskman and he obtained the AK after winning 
a gun duel with an NVA soldier shortly after he was shot down on March 18, 
1972. 
Dave Preston 

4/4/00 



56 SOW 
Jan - Mar 72 vol. 1 
K-WG-56-HI 

XV 

MAT 
••••.• 

15 (U) The 56th Special Operations Wing as-
sumed Command and Control of the 23rd 
Tactical Air Support Squadron. 

16 (S) An A-1J of the 1st Special Operations 
Squadron made a gear-up landing at NKP 
due to battle damage. The aircraft 
received major damage. 

18 (S) Nail 31, an 0V-10A of the 23rd Tactical 
Air Support Squadron was shot down in 
Steel Tiger. 

18 (S) Sandy yl, an AAJ of the 1st Special 
Operations Squadron was shot down in 
Steel Tiger While searching for sur- 
vivors of Nail 31. The pilot was res-
cued by an Air America .helicopter 
Which was on the scene. 

19 (s) Search and Recovery mission for Nail 
31 was successful. 

27 (C) Search and Recovery mission for Jolly 
Green 61 downed in Northern CeMbodia 
unsuccessful. NO objective. 

31 (C) Search and Recovery mission for Spectre 
22 shot down near the Bolovens Plateau 
in Laos successful. The entire crew of 
fifteen was recovered. 

Mitt+ IH-95-DM-N 
I ion zL. tie!' 

MOS 9c 
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These pages are under constant revision—Last Update Monday, March 27, 2000 

.ri (-ru E:ccrf Plaipose Letter ittu Rep:tt 

Fhc'os Iut.1.ui It,Iiin Rep :,it 

Photos posed on this web page are provide for review and identification purposes. I am 
looking for details as who is depicted, what mission it represents, and any other details you 
may feel important. Use of these photos for any purpose other than review and comment is 
prohibited without the express approval of this author. New photos will be posted 
periodically. Be advised that depending on your modem rate, these photos may take 
quite a while to load. Click on the animated gif to forward e-mail comments to me. 

Photo #1 

Photo taken by Robert LaPointe 

Sometime in 1971-72 

Anyone know which SAR this is? 

Can anyone identify who is in the photo? 
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