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From: _ INTERNET :
Date: 5/23/99, 10:55 PM
Rie: Re: Respue Book

Thanks for your e-mail. I was Unaware that the HC-130 AMC changed call
s1gng.

Durlhd my recent research trip te Maxwell I gbtained a ctopy 6L & missicn
tepott fok 3 dowhed BE-130 & 28 Mar 72.

Tail number 550044, Pilpt Majer lrving B. Ramsower. The reperts ponsist of
twe'- IMMEDTATE mesages frofp 2 ARRGp to Chief §taff USAF. Total hiimber of

pages five. g
Both these messages identify the downed girecraft as SPECTRE |3,
1]

I would Be glad to mall yau a copy of these messages 1f you send me & postal
address.

I cpllected several hundred milssion reports during my trip to Maxwell.
HoweVer T was dble to gef less than 25 reports frem 157¢. They are all
c¢lapgified FOUOD. I A in the process of ohtaining ani sfficial Spoisctr &6

that T van acoess this last b1t of data.

If T am successiful In acdCessing this data, I will provids you the Hisgion
eports you asked for. I do npt anticipates returning be Maxwell unmtil Jan
2000. The infe I pelléected pn my first trip needs Lo be processzed 1nte
wsable fortm £irst.

In return feor this mssistance I would redquest your assistance in providing
information on the transition from Crown te King callsigns. Tf you have atiy
typeE primary source material (Ssee my web site

http: home.dcl . net/~rlapointe case sensltive] for a description of primary
goupcte material. Tt 2s lowdted uhider the purpose statement. I
In the event you have nething primary, e-mail testimony might be usable.

‘

Good luck with your boogk. ITr 1@ time re tell thege storiss. There hds besn
entirely too much fiction written dbout Vietnam.

Bok LaPginte

————— FELGATEL MegSage———-

From: Klnq2721@aolhc®ﬂt<K1mg2?2i@aol.cqm>
To: rlapeointefgel.pet <rlapeintefgel.net>
Date: Wednesday; May L[2; 1998 7:54 AM
Sukteets Rescue Buok

>Bap,
> T applaud your efforts in writing a comprehensive history of rescus in
rHautheast Asta. T lave hHad dWopes of dipliciting at least solle of your wWork
Fizm eompiling material for a3 book detadlinmg the Spectre 42 mission [(Mar
j‘(')f.r’;i_l 7

>1872) which invlved the suceessful reEcie of LS AC-130 crewned frem the
>3regel Tiger. I participated In that myssion and several others as Alrborne
*Migsion Commander from King aircraft., In yeur synopsis of participants, I
>note that you iuglude Crown (eul predsgessct) but 1St Bing which later
>handled the command/ceoordimation/refueling role. I would hepe that the
>contributions &f King wolld not be left out ©f your bogk. If you have
neead

>for background information regarding our eperations, I would be happy to
rag@lskt you. In return; I would appreciate any mission report material you
Ry beve op the Spectra 22, Wail 21, Gunfighter 82, Hdhcan 0L, Oyster ULH.

1



From:

To:

Date: Wednesday May 12. 19939 7 54 AM
Subject: Rescue Book

Bob,

I apptaud your efforts in writing a comprehensive history of rescue in
Southeast Asla. | have had hopes of duplicating at least some of your work
in compiling matenal for a book detailing the Spectre 22 mission (Mar 30-31,
1972) which involved the successful rescue of 15 AC-130 crewmen from the
Steel Tiger | participated in that mission and several others as Airborne
Mission Commander from King aircraft. In your synopsis of participants, |
note that you include Crown {our predecessor) but not King which later
handled the command/coordination/refueling role. | would hope that the
contributions of King would not be (eft out of your bogk. If you have need
for background information regarding our operations | would be happy to
assistyou In return, | would appreciate any mission repart material you
may have on the Spectre 22, Nail 31. Gunfighter 82, Ashcan 01, Oyster 01B. |
alsa plan to spend some time at Maxwell, but since | am still employed
full-time as a corporate flight departiment chief pilot and manager, | find it
difticult to utilize time to this end.

Sincerely,
Dave Preston
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The Loss of Specter 22

30 March 1972
from an email submitted by
David J. Preston

(Webmaster note: This email was the result of a posting on the "Can You Help" page from Donna M.
Inman (Tisron).)

1 tried last night to send the accompanying letter (email) in response to your "can you help"
notice on the Jolly Green page. 1 experienced technical difficulties in transmitting but
fortunately saved the letter to file. 1 hope it may prove to be of some help to you. 1'm copying
to the jolly site with hopes it might be posted. In going over my notes, I compiled the following
data regarding the number of aircraft flown during this mission: 7 Jolly Greens (HH-53s), 8
Sandies, 3 Kings (1 tanker, 1 reserve), 11 strike flights (7 expended ordinance), 4 B-66s, 6 F-
105s, 13-14 Nail FACs, 3 Raven FACs, 3 Hotels (Air America helicopters), 4 Spectres, 1 Stormy
(F-4 Recce/FAC), and other assorted support aireraft.

David J. Preston

Dear Donna,

You are looking for information regarding Spectre 22 and the subsequent rescue of its
fifteen crewmembers. I believe I may be able to help in some way. I was the Airborne Mission
Commander flying the "King 27" aircraft that fateful night, 1 say fateful because fate surely
played a part in that eventual successful recovery. My crew and I were on rescue alert that
night and were serambled from Korat RTAFB and arrived on scene before midnight. Spectre
01 and Spectre 21 were in the area trying to raise any survivors on rescue radio frequencies.
The crash site was in southern Laos in a traditionally hostile location not too far from
Saravane. At this time it had not been determined how many had survived. Just one or two
nights earlier, another Spectre had been shot down and no one had survived. After gathering
as much information from Spectre 21 as I could, Spectre 20 relieved Spectre 21 on scene shortly
thereafter and thence began one of the largest and most complex combat rescue operations ever
attempted.

We had by this time determined that we had an unknown number of survivors from the 15
crewmember aircraft. (Note: Because most of our rescues involved only one or two
crewmembers and were, in themselves, highly complex operations, we in King often questioned
our own procedures and preparedness for prosecuting a rescue for a large-crewmember
aircraft. As fate would have it, I would be the one to find out.)

After the Spectre had obtained radio contact with some of the survivors and learned that the
aircraft had traveled some distance after being hit before they bailed out, I started to plan the
on-scene operation assuming that most, if not all, had gotten out of the aircraft and were
potential survivors. My objective, at this point, was to facilitate a communication and night
visual search for as many as 15 men in preparation for either a night (LNRS) recovery or a first
light attempt. We requested multiple Nail FAC (Forward Air Control) aircraft to overfly the
target area and attempt communication on each of the four rescue frequencies. Allocating one
frequency to each of four Nail FACs as they arrived on scene, we began a night-long process of

http://jollygreen org/Stories/DavidPreston/loss of specter 22 htm 1/25/99



The Loss of Specter 22 Page 3 of 4

minimize hover time in the area. The pickups were made successfully and those east-side
resources began their egress to the west. Hotel 45 picked up the B man and Hotel 59 picked up
the M crewmember at 0928 local time. This completed the successful recovery of all 15
crewmembers.

What had taken place that night of March 30-31, 1972 took its place as the largest successful
aircrew recovery of the entire war. A day or two later, the renowned Bat 21 rescue operation
commenced on Easter Sunday. It too was a very large, but prolonged rescue and recovery--and
resulted in the eventual rescue of but one survivor and the loss of one Jolly Green with all
aboard. A book was written about that mission which later was made into a movie (a poor
representation of the professionalism and extensive resources employed by those who served in
the Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service and other supporting groups--Special Operations).

Donna, I offer my sincere condolences to you and your children for your loss. I have never
met any of those men from Spectre 22, nor from any of the numerous other rescue missions in
which 1 participated, with the exception of Lt. Col Hambleton, the subject of the Bat 21
operation. I wish I could have met your husband. Who knows the cumulative effects of
combat flying and the effect of at least one terror-filled night alone in the jungle which he
experienced. Be assured though, he was a very important man, as was any man unfertunate
enough to become the object of a rescue mission in Southeast Asia. Scores of military men have
risked, and many have lost their lives in such missions. No expense was ever spared to save just
one man and that's why I'm extremely proud to have experienced, firsthand, the bravery and
dedication of all those who served that cause--especially the Jolly, Sandy, Air America and FAC
Crews.

Just one final note in regard to your questions. In the letter designations assigned to each
crewmember of a multi-crewmember aircraft, A is assigned to the aircraft commander, B to the
copilot, C to the navigator and so on through the crew list. The two survivors which were
picked up on the east side were B and M which indicates that one was the copilot and the other
was a crewmember in the rear of the aircraft. I don't know what crew position your husband
was but perhaps that will answer one of your questions. To answer another of your questions,
the Air America helicopters transferred their survivors to one of the Jollies for their delivery
back to Ubon. If a copy of the flight orders could be located from Specire records, you could
determine the name of the B and M crewmembers. My notes from the mission indicate a
broken leg suffered only by the N crewmember who was picked up on the west side. Others
suffered various neck and back injuries.

I hope that this has been of some help to you. Through the years, | often thought that a
beok written about the Spectre 22 mission would present some kind of closure for me but life
has been too busy to do all the necessary preparations and story gathering, I am copying this
letter to the Jolly Green bulletin board with hopes that someone involved in that mission and
others might share what information and recollections they may have--Ken Ernst, Dale Stovall,
Super-Sandy Randy Jaynes--where are you?

Sincerely,
Pawvid J. Preston

King272 | cwol.com

Pacitic Stars and Stripes Article on the rescue.

http /fjoliygreen. org/Stories/DavidPreston/loss of specter 22 him 1/25/99
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15 Gunshipmen Rescued From Southern Laos
Reprinted from Pacific Stars and Stripes--date approx. April 3, 1972

TAN SON NHUT AB--"Happiness is Air Rescue at its best. Beautiful! Fantastic! Thanks from the
SPECS." was the message received by the 3d Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Group commander,
Col. Cecil N. Muirhead. on behalf of his units' performance in the rescue of 15 downed AC-130
gunshipmen.

All 15 crewmembers of a downed Spectre gunship were rescued March 31 from Laos in one of the
most successful recovery efforts mn the Vietnam war

The gunship, hit by communist AAA fire on an interdiction mission over the lower panhandle of Laos,
was seriously damaged. The gunship pilot managed to keep the plane airborne long enough for all
airmen to bail out

The 15 men successfully parachuted to the ground, and FACs estab- lished radio contact with all the
men. Each airman's location was pin- pointed and rescue aireraft remained overhead throughout the
night to assure the safety of the downed men.

At first light, the rescue forces began actual recovery operations. The first man was picked up at 8:30
am.(by)an HH-53 Super Jolly Green Giant helicopter commanded by Maj. Kenneth E. Ernest.

Other rescues were made by choppers commanded by Majors Frederick C. Hartstein and David G.
Daus. and Capt Dale E. Stovall recovered eight of the downed airmen.the first saves tor the captain
as a chopper commander

Sgt. Charles D. MeGrath and SSgt. Charles D. Morrow descended on jungle penetrators to aid injured
men onto the rescue helicopters

The last crewman was hoisted aboard at 10:30 a.m. Several men ex- perienced minor injuries during
bail out. One sustained a leg fracture and another a wound in the neck. None were listed as serious

The Jolly Green crews experienced no ground fire in the rescue op- erations. The four rescue
helicopters belonged to the 40th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron.

The rescued airmen brought the total of combat saves by the 40th to over 150 men. SEA saves by all
the 3d ARRG units now total more than 3,450,

accompanied by photo of crewmember being greeted by large crowd on flight line at Ubon. (Photo
not currently available, )

caption: A rescued crewman steps down from a Super Jolly Green helicopter after being pulled to

safety from the jungles of Southern Laos. He was one of 15 airmen who bailed out of an AC-130
gunship and was rescued by members of the 40th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron.

http /fjollygreen.org/Stories/DavidPreston/15 gunshipmen rescued from south htm 125799
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rescued crewman atap;s down from a Super Jolly Green helinﬁﬁer after being pulled to safety
om the jungles of Southern Laos, He was one of 15 airmen who bailed out of an AC-130 gun-
nin snd was rescued bv members of the 40th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron.
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on 5 November, When the cost was tallied, it was determined that
shipment by airlift or sealift would have been less expensive.
Haweyar | ferrging wos 3 w5 =i) sphion, ard iriift er se |

might not be available.

Operation Long Flight. ARRS established a new world record for

turbo-prop aircraft distande ina straight line for 14,052 kile-
meters (or B,732:09 miles) on 20 February 1972. Lieutenant
Colonel Edgar L. BAllisen, Jr.; was pilot of 'the HC-130, The
flight originated at Chung Chuan Kang AB, Taiwan, and touched
down at Scott AFB, Illinois; after 21 hours and 12 minutes of
total flight time. 'The flight broke the previous distance record
as it passed over Portland; Oregon. Later, during 1974;
Lieutenant Colonel Allison (Retired) was awarded the Harmon

International Trophy in recognition of this achievement.

An AC-130, "Spectre 22," with 15 crewmen aboard was hit by enemy
antiaircraft fire near Paksong, Laocs, but all crewmen were able
to bail out., ‘On the following day the 40th ARR Sguadron sent
out five HH=53s and brought back all 15 crewmen;

The ARRS detachment at Clark AB, Republic of the Fhilippines,
launched an H-3 and an HC-130 to rescue a scientific expedition
of 46 persons, including Charles A. Lindbergh, stranded in a
jungle area of Mindanao. The group had been studying a lost
tribe in the tropical rain forest. Forty-six saves were recorded.

Captain Bennie D. Orrell won the Air Force Cross as a result of
a rescue mission in Southeast Asia. Following the enemy spring
offensive through the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) on 30 March,
rescue activity increased dramatieally. On 13 April the 40th
ARRB Sguadron was tasked to find United States Marine Corps Major
Clyde D. Smith who was down between Tchepone, Laos, and the DMZ.
Captain Orrell, piloting an HH-53, approached the search area,
and Major Smith "popped his smoke" te show his lecation. The
smoke drifted uphill before it emerged from the trees. When

"max

Captain Orrell hovered at that spot, Major Smith made a
effort" run uphill te the hoist. He grabbed ik, but Captain
Orrell encountered enemy fire and was forced to retract the
hoist and didn't know Major Smith was there until the hoist

cleared the trees,
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| ed Guns
Zero in on
Spectres

By KIM WILLENSON
SAICOX (LPly — The down-
g ol two ACKIS “Specire’ gun-
ships gvec Lone In the past twe
dayy Js » serfouc wetback for the
U.S. Air Foree campaign to slap
Dommunisl suppiics Dowing
down the Ne G Minh Tradl —
and posxibly for Vistnamization
o Well — milllary sources 68y,
Lnless ibe Alp Force can
tome. up quickly with 4 way tp
defend the lumbering 250 sile-
wi-hour gunshine from the suce
fave ‘o -sir misstlen snd “the
deadly 57mm ack-ack thal shol
down the wp planes Wednesday
and Thyrsday, the heirl way be
«, out gut of e intardiction pro-
gram cbdepnamed “lgloo
~ White." There aren’t endigh
“Spectreg mvaiinble to rlak xuy-
teinod losses, e ol
The woshla & thet the
- Specires — and smaller AULLS
~Supnger'’ companimn  gunships
- = buve been gperaling v what
. A\r Foree svayoes Like to call &
. “pormibsslve  eavicgnmal”  —
itary ' fargon” 'memiing Uley
weren’t shot ol very wernraledy.
Buddenty the wrail eaviten
mett be: bocome much fans
“parmissive. One ACHI0 was
hit by » SAM fired from near
Tehepano In sputl ceniral Laos
early Wodnesday merning, and
went down with 14 phosrd, -
“That could huve boen & fucky
shot, Tt slso could have heon
caused by rome medificationy in
the 542 to meke B more elige
tve syainst low wnd slow aly
crifl, militery sturves m.{u“- <A
A yerend Spectre waus hit by
tmm fre well south »f Tohe
pone lute Thursiday night. 1t 1%
cevrmmen parschuind wnd were
respued, bot the §7 willlon plane
wan Jost
Althouph the rommand says
the ACIHs -still wore Hylug
“gormal” Bussions as of Uriday,
a lew more days like Wednsxday
and Thuradsy and it 32 deot cer-
tetn they won't be — fhere just
sran’t thal many pvalivble,
Amd 5T the Specties have (n
quil hitacklng the truil, the
thywat of glaaiflcatt Communisi
asellén wll over Soth Vielnam
and Cambodia will b vasily lo.
cressed. ’

Facibic Stars & §m¥w
6 Sundny, Al 2, 1922
Subminted by Bob Wollman




