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1. Attached are the notes frorn the SAR Conference held
at NKP on 26 March 7972. This is the compilation of all
comments made at the conference.

2. We are also attaching a list of all attendees should.
you decide to distribute these notes.

5. Appreciated your being on hand. We always feel that
we gain a 1ot from these discussions. IIe stand avail-
able to hold any future conferences whenever they appear
to be necessary. Let-us know if we can be of any fuither
assistance.

4. This letter becomes unclassified when attachments are
removed

, Colone1, USAF
er
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1.' Conference Notes
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SAR CONFERENCE NOTES

26 March L972

1. Review of events on NAIL 31 and discussion of possible
changes and problem areas:

A. Suggest that in extremely high-threat areas, NAILS
maintain Longer OSC prior to alLowing SANDYs in area for
in-close tro11ing. SANDYs shouLd insure that they are
briefed thoroughly by the on-scene FAC and by KING.

b. fnsure the closest possible safe holding point for
the J0LLYs to reduce time required in preparation for a
run-in and pickup attempt. This should be passed by the
SANDY OSC to KING.

c. Cycling of JOLLYs should be timed so that one flight
is on the tanker at the point where the second flight has
suf f icient fuel to atternpt a pickup.

d. Cycling and scheduling of PAVENAIL assets represents
a critical problem due to aircraft availability and mainte-
nance. Recommend that JOKER coordinate closely with 56S0W
to insure, best utilization of these assets.
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e. First-1ight planning apparently created a
able fast-mover overload on tanker resources. Thi
from holding certain night flights over until firs
without expending them. Like other assets, tanker
limited, and strike flights should be utilized as
tiously as possible to prevent exhaustion of tanke

cons ider -
s resulted
t light
s are
expedi -
r resources.

f. Special ordnance requests at any stage of the SAR
places constraints on overall availabiTity of strike flights.
Any ordering done by KING or ABCCC should be linited to cer-
tain ordnance until OSC aircraft relay any special require-
ments. A mix of BLUE-SZ, CBU-42, CBU-49 and CDU-14 can be.
useful in area denial operations. CBU-52 and LGBS are
extremely effective in destroying AAA weapons. The OSC
Should make an assessment of the situation as rapidly as
possible to insure special ordnance is available when it
is needed.

g. The yalye of-using-CBU-49.during the actual pickup
run-in was cited. The random fusing creates an effective.
diversion and suppression weapon.N Atu
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h. The communications d.ifficulties associated with the
JOLLYTs gas masks continue to hamper pickups. Higher head-
quarters should be advised of this so that corrective action
(redesign or development of new equipment) can be taken.

i. Change of on-scene command requires considerable time
and briefing. SANDYs and NAILs should obtain as much infor-
mation as possible from KING and on-scene aircraft while
EN ROUTE.

. The advantages and disadvantages of QRF versus hold-
n tankers was discussed. for fast-movers, especialLy
with special ordnance 1oads.

2. A number of other long-term issues and plans were dis-
cussed:

a. A general analysis of the reduction in all air
assets indicated that future SARs will probably not enjoy
the 1eve1 of air suppgrt utilized in the NAIL 3L SAR.
Further reduction of A-1 airframes will place an additional
burden on the NAILs in prepping an area and locating sur-
vivors. Projected A-1 assets will not provide continuous
SANDY coverage.

b. .Intelligence inputs 'can be irnproved at all 1evels.
The use of RF-4 photography was explained and TFA indicated
the availability of its photo fi1e. Closer communication
betr+een 56SOW and JACK could a11ow RCC personnel to debrief
the 0SC.

c. The SANDY deployment status was discussed and it was
decided to terminate the Danang FOL and return the two SANDY
aircraft to stand alert at NKP. This a11ows more efficient
utilization of scarce A-1 airframes and adequate mission and
intelligence briefing of SANDY pilots

d. The development of a nulti-purpose, laser-guided
CBU cannister was discussed. The applicability of this
weapon for gun-ki11ing, and the possibility of a BLU-52
application were dj.scussed. The 23rd TASS is forwarding
specific reconmendations on this subject.

e. The JOLLY Limited Night Recovery System was dis-
cussed, with enphasis on the limits of the system. The
difficulty of spotting the IR strobe through foliage has
proved to be a najor problem. Much improvement of the
survivors I IR strobe is needed'if it is to be effective.
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f. Gunship SAR capabilities and lirnitations were dis-
cussed, and thL use of- SPECTRES in the NAIL 3L effort was
d.escribed. Effective, safer "close-support" utilization
of the gunship requires close survivor-aircraft coordination.
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g. The possibility
was discussed. This wou
and. evaluating the effec

h. The need for 1ow
the A-1 was discussed.
de

of seeding the SAR area with C0MIKEs
1d aid in detecting enemy movbment
tiveness of ordnance expended

rd- f i.ri
a hdgh
fuel c

-drag, forwa ng ordnance for
The LAU-S is drag weapon and

rades the A-1 maneuverabilit v and
S

for marking and screening.

L5 would
SANDY s to carry two nore smokes needed

onsumpti
for the

on. .The

J

t

a

5

sL

3 CLASSIFIE'
../,:-- t

l

J:



a

a

-_J
I.IAME

ROBINSONT JACK A.

MIEREEAD, CECIL N.

BRAIiIDON, CLIEFORD E.

LACKEY, S,8.

BURKE, R. F.

PRESToN, D. J.

}IALDREN R. J.

GINDOFFI A. S.

I(ARDONG, G. A.

MoRSE, D. E.

JAYltE, E. R.
.\

.'IpllE, L. w.

GIBSON, D. J.

IfiLNER, D. P;

IIEAYLEN, D. G.

BOREISKY , s. L

BRESKMAN D

MARKLE, T. A.

JAENS, Ro3ERT L.

BROWNT.JoEN F JR.

RoYCE, WIULIAM F.

r"ARIrE, CEARLES T.

I,(ELLER, C. V.

BRESTEL. N. C.
t.

sAR CONTERENSIT ATIENpFES

RAITK

Co1

Co1

LrCol

Capt

Capt

Capt.

Gapt

LtCol.

LrCol

ORG

56SOW/CC

3ARRG

4OARRS

lsos

lSOS

3ARRS

39ARRS

TFA

20rAss

lsos

lSOS

lDY frm Eq PAC,AF

23TASS

.'Capt

Capt

Ltcol

Capt

l,IaJ

Capt

Capt

lLT

Capt

lLt

LtCol

Capt

Capt

l{aJor

Major

I

1S0S

1S0S

23TASS

23TASS

23TASS

23TASS

5SSOVDOIN

23TASS

23TASS

lsos

23rA.SS

\ grrvo * pz, i

) o'or-

2

4Ti i

I

I

I

I

I



RICEARD M. Capt 23TASS

4IARR}IG

23TASS

3ARRGP

0L-Br 3ARBGP @dora)

AI{DREAEe C. T.

MACI.]gAIiI, L.

MoRSE, JOEN E.

scRwAI[O, P. J.

l,IaJor

LrCoL

LtCol

l,lajor

o

I

)

ircu:lsolt

It,

a



,;/ l. ( ,/i --

\

'^;:'i- i.'r i:,

Sti A.i raa i':

Di:^.iTi.:.'.', i:,t ,'i j .i,.. ,':i.tC!
l.i L:,\JQu.i:i;ERS :'aTH :"pl-.C. i\i- J,i ;:{;i'fiOri5 WrNC IP ACAF}

APO :;,!.ii F}IANCtS(:3 j631O. ?. ..H)\ lrl

CC

It'ii:utes of Search ano Rescue
27 Feb 7?

5 Mrrch \972

(SAR) Conference 5 5 SOI^I,

T,Ji ;\i1 Confc -'ence Atteni.ees

1. Tire 55th Speciai Op_cratj-ons lVing wishes to thank rach
o:'gaeization personally for yc'ur contribution to thc SAR
coiiference. i.to on underestirnates the purpose and valuc
of these conferences.

2. Future conferences may be required to further insure
ti:at our record of SAR successes continues. We solicit
your additional comments and refinements on your agencyt.s
acilicies in the SAR area. Feel free to contact the 56S0W
a; a".y tine on these natters. We will insure that aI.1
ir.formation is passed on to 7/LIAF

5 " Again, -our thanks for your time and effo:rts .

a
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4. This letter becones unclassified when attachment is
rcmoved.
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MINUTES OF

";
SATT CONTERENCE

NAKHON PHANOM RTAFT

27 February L972

Robinson,' Commander, 56 Special Operations Wing, ilelcomed
.. the working group to NKP and discussed the reasons for the

meeting. The purpose of this conference was to discuss recent
search-and restue-missions and to review all capabilities pvail-

. able during a SAR.

' ' 1. ' Night On-Scene Comman{. Night on-scene command involves1.
i coordina

search,
;1
fa

or1 of a-number o com
ser/1oran ordnance de,

1ex operations including night
ivery, PAVE IMP (LNRS) nieht

p
1

a rescue operations, and gunship search and fire sup ort tactics.
1st S0S and.

p
hthc 23rd TASS

the 40th ARRS
PAVENAIL 0V-10s, workin
night .rescue JOLLY GREE

command r ce
eration. the

SANDYs , are training a number of

g
N

closely wit
crews, are developing a
designed to facilitate
ir day counterparts,
select crews to per-

this o
the A-

p
I

\ form this important function.
Reconmendation: The 56SOW, in conjunction with the 4OARRS.

provl-ce on-scene comman d briefings to SPECTRE and S'IINGER gun-
shi
man

2

p cre!/s who could find themselves serving as on-scene com-.
ders for periods of time prior to arrival of the PAVENAIL."

Rescue Coordinating Center (RCC) Areas of Responsibility.'
A number of factors are influential
rvhich RCC (J0KER, JACK or QUEEN) sho
particular SAR. Current geographica
instances unrealistic, a1rd JRCC has
decisions on a number of factors oth
aries. It is further noted that, r€
comrnand, the depl-oyment and utiL izat

in JRCfiletIslons es to
u1d exercise control in a
1 guidelines are in certain
f,or some time based its
er than geographical bound-'
gardless of which RCC is in'
ion of HH-53 and A-L re-

. sources should consid.er a number of factors besides simpla
.co-location with the RCC. The availability of intelligence
"information and transversing high fuqA threat areas must h-
carefully rveighed. '

$

i, - Recorunendation:
--Ptrorffih

Srd ARRG rerevaluate the RCC areas o
e route strrrcture of Laos as a possi
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-. . ' RCC Comlnun'ications Difficttlti'es. The curren

osture ofl-tEe-lelNc aircraft ltas le to conmunicp
D

.1;
t singLe-orbit
ations problems

geographical o4e caused by the Monkey Mountain
1d continue.to present difficulties in Comnand/

etrveen KING and QUEEN. SAND)" and JOLLY forces operating out
f Danang have also experiencc,d difficulties in c-onrnuniifting

with QUEEN. Whethcr the problem is a mechanical one of faulty
'.'t

!

.iControl in the QUEEN area of responsibility
-=--U Reconmenclation: Sra AinnC investigate this situation.inanefffiinethe:specificnatureofthecommuni.

cation problems

4. Forwa'rd Operating Location (FOL) ProbLems of Obtaining
Adeq@c ing

eceived daily intelligence brieiings
from units geared almost'exclusively to "fastmover" operations.
As a result, inadequate information is avaiLable concerning
groundfire and gun locations, trail crossing points, and the
lorv-altitude holding points.

equipment or a
terrain, it cou

Recommendation:
gence ,afill in
t e1 epho
directl

anang
Utilization of FAC operations .inte11i-

s) and Ubon (RUSTICs) can in some cases

s;
t

'1 1
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5. Sector FAC Role'in SAR Operations: Current utili-zation of
tlie-. SAR nission does not
renove or even lessen the requirement for expert FAC know- t"
lecige of the SAR area. For SARs outside the normal NAIL areas
of operation, sector FACs (COVEYs, SUNDOGs; RAVENs, etc) will
be util ized by the SAR force

nission and sector FAC contributions to the search and rescue
operation.

6. SAR O erations in North Vietnam. The nature of the fuou{
precautions concerning

. Recent search. opera-
k I indicated excellent
eat. In theeo instaRees

. thre d w1 1n necessi.tates spec ia1

20 Feb 7?, precautions were taken by the JRCC control
o mininize unnecessary exposure of SANDY and JOLLY
NyN AAA; One problem area did concern an excessive
slowmover FACs operating in the high threat area.'
and Ki:{G will coordinate closely in the futuie to

at the on-scene commander clears only the mininum

key information. Additionally, utilization of secure
ne can a11ow the SAR crews to receive'information
y fgom 56S01tt and TFA Intelligence at NKP.

tnent of slowmover SAR assets
aircraft downed in Route Pac

JRCC un6lepstanding of the thr

Recommendation: The 56SOW SAR briefing team insure that
FACun@SEAareknow1edgeab1econcerningtheSAR *

the commi
tions for
BLUEC:IW /
on 19 and

-- network t
forces to. nunber of

. The 56S0W
ir.sure th

)

3

i:: 1

i

\)
)

,1



a

t;'

--)
number of aircraft reciuired to pei'form SAR tasks into the NVN
higir threat area. Tlr.e probleJr of access to various geographi-
cal areas in NVN was discusscrl, and Navy, 40th and 37.th ARRS
pcrsonnel indicated their viet'rs of the practical-limits of
hclicoptr,'r coverage providcd by their units in NVN. In each'
SAR, JRCC should coordinate w:Lth SANDY and JOLLY forces to
utilize the most effective inllress and egress in NVN, and
should select the primary helicopter force in this nanner.

--7 Recomrnendation:' Prior to committing slowmover as
into a@environmeilt, radio contact with the
vivor should be estabLished.

SAR-Dedicated Radio Fre
seco ary

bLems in nonitorin oc,
and FM frequencie s now

ra o requc)nc].e highlighted potent 1a 1S

and in term inology. Dual sets of UHF

sets '1
sur -

uencies. A discussion of P rinary

in existence are designed to al'1 ow

7.
and

.:pro
VHF

o

simultaneous SAR operations in two areas. The current single
.orbit being flown by KING nake,s it inrpossible for the HC-130

Recommendation:

to monitor both sets of frequencies. This has appare'ntly 1ed
to confusion on the part of td.ctical units in RNV and Thailand
as to the proper frequency to.luse in locating KING. In addi-
tion, terminology contradictions exist between USAF and Navy
labeling of "primary" iand,se-c6r1d31ytt frequencies.

)

esignate specrfic,
erence suggests th
se such a code syl
the srd ARRG.

e frequencies continue to be
. Taitical units should be

JOKER currently
lidation for

ECLASSIFIE

Mu1 t ip
hanncl

1
sia',raiLable as SAit-on1y c

briefed on all of these frequencies. KING should continue its
practice ofEcuring a d.iiscret,e GCI UHF frequency and directing
SAR-diverted resources to that frequency. This frees the pxi-
nary SAR frequencies (282.8, 364.2) for utilization by forces
operating on-scene at the time,. KING-ABCCC coordination al.lows
nelr assets to make rapid conta,ct with the SAR force through
ABCCC monitoring of appropriatle SAR frequencies.

I i ,.=.
Ordnance Load Desi'gnations. SAR on-scene commanders cur-

pecial munitions by name or codeword. Fast-rently request
movers already
SAR. Although
sume time, it
know the exact

s
d

1
is

C

irborne with normal loads may be diverted to
t-isting of ordnance on board for KING does con-

felt that KING and on-scene commanders should
omposition of each load.

,1oads would eliminate confustion, the
'at the various TFWs (8th, 366th; aT?nd)

,tem 
and Loordinate its implementation

Recommendation: If the addition of further codewords
tod
conf
devi
with

9.
inir

eci'al-' 0rdnance Validation and Control.
to secure va

erea <ienial munitions in a SARiarea, and monitors ARCLIGHTS
o es ac 10;l ro
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and otirer strikes to insurc that these nissions do not expend
ln the SAR area.

\, ' Recommen'il'ation: JOKER expand the geographl3aL arcas in-
vo1v@otentia1corSsingandho1dingpointsbeing
utilized by SAR forces. Any ordnance expended in these areas

.1 should be coordinated through the on-scene cornrnander.

10.'Mcd.e'II IFF. The valuc oif the Mode II IFF in determining
SAR oEje:TTv'e-Tocations was b'iiefed by MOTEL

' Recommendation: 56S0w Sah. briefing teams insure that all 'l
formed of this capability and its utility,

felt that co-locatiori vith thb
enhance JACKts intelligence aC
tions. 

i

_._H Recommendation:

, 12.' Compatibility of Coding .Syslens. The airborne encoding
. syst ws are not eornpatible with

one another. KING does carrvi the necessary equipment to cross'
' cocle and decode, and should be used as an intermedi,ary when

aircraft fron these differentl comnands and services are attemp-

Recommend.ation: 7AF should consider establishing the

tactIEaI uniEs are in
11. Relocation of JACK.
re1 ocation of the Western

I

The c
RCCi

Srd ARRGi research this move.
'I

I

onference discussed the possible
(JACK) from Udorn to NKP. It is
56S0W and TFA would greatly

cess and control of SAR opera-

)

quirffiaircra
identical coding systems

ft . entering the combat area to pos 1e-
Sess

i3. Aircrew Strobe Liehts.
havegr@
infrared (IR) filter carrie
been discovered that certair
operation in the absence of
either fail to work at nigh
ered by the IR shieLd.

Improved night SAR capab.ilities
impoitance of the strobe l,ight and i
d in aircrew survival gear. It has .i
n of these strobes are incapable of ;'
an external light source, and may .

t 5r become inoferative when cov-- 'i'

problem should be investigated im-'-
7AF Life Support personnel, and t^','

seminated to all SEA aircrews con-
malfunctions.

-; Recommendation:

14, Multi-Crew SAR Procedures. A 565
R. roce es or ar e-crew a ircraft was presen

co erence or revt_e (-

This
hrough
be dis
trobe

ateay by JRCC t
rmation should
ing potential s

medi
info
cern

of chan ges to

result

'ir

I

-o: en earlier conference heldr at Udorn on 15 February. All
.. uil:.ts are requested to submiticomments or proposed changes to

j
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-,i 56SOhr (Project Officer, Capt E.,Randy Jayne r 2TS4) on or
before 74 March 1972. TI're final draft wiLl then be forwarded
to 3rci ARRG througir 7/1-sAF heiidquarters, and the changed pro-
cedures rvi11 be briefed to all. multi-crew tacticaL units'f1y-
iag in SEA. : l

15. TAFM 64-1. Srd ARRG is currently revising 74Etl--0.t-l- on
comb at SAR piocedures, and requested all units to pfrvfG

,'
inputs to Srd Groul: prior to 12 March 7972. This revision
includes discussion of the various new systems and canab=i1i -

months.tie t ated into SAR op erations in the

16. SAR Proce'dures Brief ings . The 56S01tI is continuing to conl
for units throughout SEA.duct its SAit Protedures Briefings

These briefings have been updated to include new systems and
. procedures, and have been given to Navy and SurvivaL Training

. units r BS well as PACAF and SAC combat units. Units which
.' have not received this briefing this fiscal quarter should

. contact 565011I (D0T) to set up visit dates.

tob
forc
L7 . Future SAR Conferences. The SAR Conference has proven

and learning device for all
he SAR mission. 56S0W wi11, con-

ECLASSIFI

en
es and units involved in t

tinue to call for such conferences on a quarterly basis, or
nicre frequentl-y should events indicate a need for consultation
or dissemination of new information. We urge all units to keep
the 56SOW informed- of_a1I and'alL developments which warrant
the attention of the SAR team. : $
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