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The 56th Special Operations Wing as-
sumed Command and Control of the 23rd 
Tactical Air Support Squadron. 

An A-1J of the 1st Special Operations 
Squadron made a gear-up landing at NKP 
due to battle damage. The aircraft 
received major damage. 

(S) Nail 31, an OV-10A of the 23rd Tactical 
Air Support Squadron was shot down in 
Steel Tiger. 

(S) Sandy 01 an A-1J of the 1st Special 
Operations Squadron was shot down in 
Steel Tiger while searching for sur-
vivors of Nail 31. The pilot was res-
cued by an Air America helicopter 
which was on the scene. 

(S) Search and Recovery mission for Nail 
31 was successful. 

(C) Search and Recovery mission for Jolly 
Green 61 downed in Northern Cambodia 
unsuccessful. No objective. 

(C) Search and Recovery mission for Spectre 
22 shot down near the Bolovens Plateau 
in Laos successful. The entire crew of 
fifteen was recovered. 
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DATE: 18 Mar 1972 

VESSIal NUMBER: 3-3-022 

FLIGHT DESIGNATION: Jolly Green 61 

OBJECTIVE: Rescue and Recovery of two OT.-10 crew members with callsign of 
Nail 31 Alpha and Bravo. pickup attempt successful on 19 Mar 72.: 	• 

ADDITIONAL SAR FORCES: JG 56, 32, 53, 63, Sandy's 1 through 10, King 42, 27. 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY: At 1025 local on 18 March '1972 two HH-53C helicopters were. 
launched from Nakhon Phanom RTAFB, Thailand in response to the bailout of 
Nail 31 (077-10) Alpha and Bravo.,  Jolly Green callsigns were 32(L) and 53(H). 
The survivOrs were located in the region of the "Catchers Mitt" approximately • 
42 miles north west of Saravane, Laos (16°22'N, 105°57'E). Nail 31 had appar-
ently been hit by enemy AAA fire in this heavily defended area of Route 23, 
where intelligence had established defenses up to 57mm AAA. Initial orbit was 
established at 1125E,, approximately 12 miles to the south of the survivor's 
position, over a karat area on the east side of route 23. Both survivors had 
been in contact with Nail 15, the first on-scene-Commander. Nail 31 Bravo 

'could transmit, but was unable to receive on Delta channel. Both survivors 
requested PJ assistance because of ankle injuries. The survivors were under 
dense tree cover approximately 150 - 200 meters apart.. The known animosity of 

.ground forces in the area was Immediately reemphasized by the loss. of Sandy 
01 (A-1E) about five minutes into the orbit. Hit by ground fire, he left the 
area, bailed out, and was immediately recovered by Hotel 70, a friendly non-
USAF helicopter that was in the area. Three other Sandy aircraft also received 
hits during the mission. Jolly Greens 56 and 57 (HH-53C) launched fvom Nakhon 
PhanomRTAFB at 1140L to provide backup capability and continuous coverage 	- 
during cycling on the tanker. Throughout the day AP and USN forces expended 
massive amounts of ordinance, including area denial agents, in preparation for 
the recovery attempt. The survivors were completely encircled by 37nua 23mm, 
12.7mm and assorted small arms and automatic weapons. The Sandys and Nails 
experienced great difficulty in their attempts to pinpoint the survivors, espe-
cially 31 Bravo because of his transmit-only capability. Although enemy resist-
ance had not been reduced to a level deemed really satisfactory for a recovery, 
all concerned agreed to a last light effort at:  1800L. Factors favoring the 
attempt were poor visibility for enemy gunners, confusion caused by the day-long 
pounding by our forces, and particularly the small chance that the survivors 
could remain free overnight. A steep,.circling.approach from-  11,000 ft AGL, 
almost directly, over the survivors was planned. Stoke 43 and 44 (A-1E), and 
Sandy.% 13 and 14 preceeded. Jolly Green 32 in, the descent.. By 5000 ft AGLi  visual 
contact with the Als was intermittent due to Smoke and darkness. By 4000'AGL - 
multiple tracers filled the air from both high and low rate-of-fire weapons. 
Visual contact with the Als was lost by 2000'AGL•and the rescue attempt was 
aborted'. The survivors were briefed for the nights operation and'a first light 

. effort on 19 March. A Night Recovery System effort was not made due to the 
environment and the requirement for the crew to wear gas masks. The next morn-
ing Jolly Green 32 (L) and 61(H) launched at 0430L for the first light effort. 
Jolly' Green 30(L) and 61(H) launched at 0505L. as backup crew. The Jolly Greens 
established an orbit west of the survivor's position and held while our forces 
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2. already known, the gas masks used by the helicopter crews 

hampered communications. 

3. The downwash caused by the HH-53 constitutes a real hazard to the 

survivor on the ground and precautions should be continually,mptiWzed. 

Nail 31  

When the crew of Nail 31, an OV-10 from NKP, bailed out over the Ho 

Chi Minh Trail on 18 March 1972, they landed in one of the most hostile 

environments yet faced by rescue forces. The crew was both skillful and 

fortunate in avoiding capture or death during the period immediately follow-

ing their bailout. The pilot, Lieutenant David G. Breskman, had traveled 

about 600 meters from his parachute and was sitting by a tree when he 
83/ 

detected an enemy soldier with an automatic weapon coming toward him. 

I took out my gun as he approached and sat very 
still hoping he would veer away from my position. . . . 
Be kept coming toward me; I remained motionless. He 
looked in my direction a number of times but apparently 
didn't see me. He was within 10 feet of my position when 
I wheeled around and fired four times. . . . I 
cautiously moved over to him and took his W-47. There 
was a lot of groundfire at this time and my shots 
apparently didn't attract attention. 

The SAR force had meanwhile arrived, and the groundfire that Lieutenant 

Breskman heard was most likely that which was directed at Sandy 01 who was 

trolling the area looking for enemy positions. On one of his passes Sandy 

01 was hit and downed by AAA. The pilot bailed out and was immediately 

picked up by an.Air America helicopter. Before he was shot down, Sandy 01 

had pinpointed the location of Captain Steven L. Boretsky, the weapons 
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Captain Boretsky was, but both crewmembers were found and safely evacuated. 

The accuracy and the amount of firepower delivered against the enemy during 

the Nail 31 operation caused Colonel Cecil N. Muirhead, Jr., Commander, 

3ARRGp, to speculate that, "toward the end of this operation, the enemy 
85/ 

probably wished we would just finish and leave him alone." 

The SAR conference at which Colonel Muirhead made his remarks was 

held at NKP on 26 March 1972. Those in attendance included the crew of Nail 

31 and most of the participants in the SAR operation. The purpose of the 

conference was to determine what lessons could be learned from the Nail 31 
86/ 

experience. The minutes of the conference included the following: 

1. It was suggested that in extremely high-threat areas, the 

Nail PACs maintain longer OSC prior to allowing the Sandys in the area for 

in-close trolling. The Sandys should insure that they are briefed thoroughly 

by the on-scene FAC and by King. 

2. It was emphasized that the cycling and scheduling of Pave Nail 

assets represented a critical problem due to aircraft availability and 

maintenance. It was suggested that Joker coordinate closely with the 5650W 

to insure the best utilization of the assets. 

3. It was noted that first light planning apparently created a con-

siderable fast-mover overload on tanker resources. This resulted from 

holding certain night flights over until first light without expending them. 

Like other assets, tankers were limited, and strike flights should expend as 

soon as possible to avoid excessive refuelings and exhaustion of tanker resources 
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NAIL 31!  "13 

(c) The most contested SkR of the quarter began when Nail 

31 1  an 0W-10A Pave Nail of the 23rd TASS, was shot down in the 

natcher's Mitt” area of Steel Tiger. The Catcher's Mitt was 

one of the most heavily defended areas of Steel Tiger with nu-

merous 12.7mm, 14.5mm, 23mm, 37mm, and 57mm anti-aircraft guns. 

The shootdown of Nail 31 occurred at about 1015I„ on 18 March, 

as the crew pwas directing an airstrike in the area.
151 

(C) Joker designated Jack to coordinate the SKR effort. 

King 21 was near the area and Nail 15 was just entering from 

NXP when Nail 31 was hit. Nail 15 assumed on-scene command 

and immediately learned that kir America helicopters and Pave 

Nails were nearby. Air America was not called in because of 

the high threat environment. Nail Y5 did request the Pave Nails. 

He then made quick contact wiLh th' survivors who advised that 

AAA positions were within 200 meterl of their positions.
152 

(S) At 1030L, San4s 01 /02/02)/04 and Jolly Greens 32/53 

were launched from NKP. At 1100L, the Sandy3 arrived in the 

area and Sandy 01 took over as on-scene commander. Nail 1 5, 

with Sandy- 01 on his wing, descend to point out the approxi-

mate locations of the survivors. During thi3 maneuver Sandy 01 

took a direct hit by a 37mm round in the right side of the engine. 

151. SARCO Report for Nail 31A/B, 19 Mar 72, (Doe 66). 
152. Ibid. 
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drops very near the survivors. Radio interference and AAA had 

greatly impeded search efforts so the Sandys requested that 

Nails 15/52 expend their fast moves on the AAA in the area. 

The next hour and a half was consumed marking targets, expending 

ordnance on AAA, and furthur narrowing the positions of the sur-

vivors. Nail 31 Bravo was beginnirg to have radio problems. 155  

(C) Sandyn 05/06 were launched out of DaNang at 1245L, and 

arrived on the scene at about 1330 7%. On scene command was passed 

to 05 and as1 03/04 were exiting th ,  area Sandy 03 took a near 

miss from a 37mm round that caused minor damage. Sandys 03/04 

RTBed to NKP. Sandys 05/06 then attempted to pinpoint the loca-

tions of the survivors and in so d. i.ng Sandy- 05 took a hit in the 

right wing. A 37mm round passed tl,rough the wing from underneath 

and exploded just after exiting. Both Sandys immediately headed 

Southwest in the event a bailout might be necessary. However, 

Sandy 05 was able to nurse his stiLken aircraft back to NKP 156. 

(C) At 12501" Smokes 43/44 had been launched from NKP. Fifty . 

 miles out from NKP Smoke 431 s prop - iler control linkage broke and 

he had to RTB. After a quick repair, he relaunched at 1400L. At 

1330L, Sandys 09/10 launched from 'F,CP and were briefed by Sandy 05 

as they passed each other. Sandys 09/10 then entered the area and 

continued the AAA suppression. When Smoke 43 arrived he assumed 
on-scene command and decided that a last light attempt should be 

155. Ibid. 
156. TEM. 
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from NKP, Ubon, and DaNang particH: ,ated in the efr-rt. 159 

(C) During the night the Nails had been working the area 

with fast movers and a Spectre gunship was working the roads. 

Strikes continued on into the day".ght hours to sanitize the 

area. Enemy big guns were now quiet and only sporatic ZPU and 

12.7mm fire wan being encountered All active guns were to the 

Northwest of the survivors so the planned ingress for the heli-

copter was from the Southeast.
160  

(C) Dpring the night Nail 31 Brave hnd moved and was now 

very close to Alpha. He was still having trouble on backup 

frequency so it was decided to conduct the entire Skil on Guard. 

The survivors reported that they h2' heard nothing in their im-

mediate vicinities for some time. Ten hundred was chosen as the 

pickup time. Smoke 43 screened the area from the guns to the 

Northwest while Nail 52 led Jolly arcen 61 in from the Southeast. 

Four Sandyn flew a protective dai-v chain around the helicopter 

and expended most of their ordnance to the Northwest of the pick-

up area. During this time Sandy ntlots reported some 23mm and 

37mm fire but it was, at a low angle and inlccurate. They also 

saw explosions below-  their aircra:t that onpeared to be rocket 

propelled grenades. Since Bravo's radio wls not good he was 

instructed to pop his smoke first. His smoke was quickly sighted 

and in a few minutes he was aboar! the Jolly Green. Then Alpha 

159. Ibid. 
160. Ibid. 
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popped his smoke and he was quic' .1.y picked up. The Jolly Green 

then turned and egressed the area as it had come in, at treetop 

level. A most difficult and successful SAR was terminated at 
.161 

1030L. 

161. Ibid. 
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DOC--Zic  
STATEMENT  

19 March 1972 

SUBJECT: Sandy 9 and 10 (SAR Report Nail 314/13) 

1. Sandy 9 flight was briefed at 0605 because of an abort in Sandy 3 
flight. We were airborne at 0740 after awaiting the munitions for 
Sandy 10. 

2. While enroute to 6he SAR area Sandy 1 flight was on scene and Sandy 
5 flight was being briefed to take over on scene command. 

3. We proceeded to the briefed initial holding point and rendevoused 
with Jolly Green 32 and 30. Jolly Green 61 and Smoke 44 and 45 were 
also at the holding point at our arrival of 0815. 

4. At 0850 Sandy 1 gave on scene command to Sandy 5. A pick up attempt was 
being considered by Sandy 5 and he called for Smoke 44 flight to proceed 
to the survivors location. At 09C'(' Sandy 5 called for Sandy 9 flight to 
enter the area for a briefing pri - r to the pick-up. 

5. At 0910 Sandy 9 flight arrived in the sar area and received a briefing 
on the planned pick up attempt from Sandy 5. Sandy 7 flight was enroute 
from CH77 to the Jolly Green holding point. At 0920 Sandy 5 passed on 
scene command to Sandy 9 and 5 exited the area. 

6. Sandy 7 had rendevoused with Jolly 32 flight. Smoke 44 was having 
difficulty finding the area and Sandy 10 attempted to direct them in lasing 
ADF. Sandy 5 had reported no ground fire so Sandy 9 decided to try a 
pick-up as soon as the Smoke flight Was in the area. 

7. I continued making passes over the area both to pinpoint the survivors 
and to draw gun fire if any was in the vicinity. 

e. After 10 mdnutes a 12.7 began firing from about 1km north of the survivors 
After this 2jmet, 37mm, and rocket propelled grenade (RP() began firing 
at various times. All guns were north or west of the survivors and firing 
at a low angle. 

9. Smoke 44 was unable to locate the SR area and returned to CH89. 

10. The survivors had heard nothing in their immediate vicinity and 
Sandy 9 decided to try a pick up. The 1A..en wax to bring the Jolly in from 
the southeast on the tree tops to avoid the guns to the north and west. 
Sandy 9 and 10 would use their 050 22 for an fq." shaped smoke screen west 
and north of the survivors )  since apha and Bravo were very close and 
Bravos radio was not as good as 41phes it was decided to pick Rravo up 
first. Nail 52 was to help escort Sandy 7/8 and the Jollys to the survivors 
and Sandy 10 was to drop an M-47 at the turn point about 5nm SE of the 
survivors. From that point on the Jolly Green would be at tree top 
elevation. The entire operation was to be conducted on guard channel 
because of Bravo's radio. 

10. Sandy 9 briefed everyone on -v'ilF 123.1 and was then infolx4V1141 - tfVf 
AAOS 9C 



STATEMENT 

Sandy 07 and 08 launched from Danang AB RVN at 0135Z on 19 March 1972. 
We arrived at the holding point assigned prior to takeoff at approximately 
0250Z and rondo-slowed with Jolly Green 32 and 30 and 61 and 57 Who were 
already in the area. Sandy 09 and 10 were making final plans for a pickup 
attempt with Sandy 09 being on-ens commander. Sandy 09 had the positinn 
of both survivors narrowed down to approximately 100 meter circles and began 
to brief the plan of attack. However, Sandy 09 and 10 began taking more 
ground fire and the pickup was postponed for the time being. At th4 point 
Sandy 07 experienqed temporary transmitter failure and signalled Saday 08 
to take command °Vohs flight. After 10 minutes Sandy Ors radio problems 
corrected themselves and he resumed oommand of the flight. Shortly there-
after Jolly Green 32 and 30 left for the tanker to refuel. Sandy 09 stated 
that he was ready for t* pickup attempt and started the briefing. King 
interrupted and said that there was only one Jolly Green ready to go and 
advised Sandy 09 to wait for Jolly Green 32 and 30 to return before starting 
the pickup. Jolly Green 61 quickly confirmed that he had Jolly Gram 57 
with him as high bird and the briefing continued. Nail 52 arrived just 
before execution and led JUIlyareen 61 and Sandy 07 and 08 into the area. 
Sandy 10 was supposed to drop an armed M.47 as an IP with three 2.75440 
rockets marking ingress heading but his compass system failed and Sandy 09 
put in the approOklate marks instead of Sandy 10. Nail 52 spotted the IP 
mark at the 8 o'clock position and directed Jolly Green 61 and Sandy 07 
and 08 to it. With the IP and the marking rockets in eight, Jelly Green 
61 proceeded into the area with Sandy 07 and 08 escorting. Sandy 09 
directed Jolly Green 61 to slow dawn and for Nail 31B„ the survivor, to pop 
his awake. There was some confusion at this point as to which was which. 
survivor but Jolly Green 61 spotted some smoke and went into a hover over 
it. Sandy 09 and 10 with Sandy 07 and 08 formed a "daily chain" around 
Jolly Green 61 and expended CBU-25, 2.75" rockets, 20mm and 7.62mm cannon 
fire in a 360 degree circle ariand the helicopter. Most of the ordnance was 
directed to the north and bistirtiich was the direction from which the air—
bursts and tracers of the AAA VAS originating. Also observed airbursts 
which were later thought to be rocket propelled grenades going off below 
us at approximately 500 to 600 feet. No fire reported coming from inside 
the "daisy chain" at the helicopter. With one man on board Jolly Green 61 
was directed to the other man's position by Sandy 07 and 09 and Sandy 09 
instructed the oecond survivor to pop his smoke. Jolly Green 61 spotted 
the smoke and oompleted the pickup. All four 1.1 'a expended along the 
egress route and Sandy 07 assumed on-scene command when Sandy 09 had to RTB 
due to low biol. Egress was successfdl and Sandy 07 and 08 RTBId to Ch 89 
d40 to the possibility of battle damage. Battle damage results were 
negative and Sandy 07 and 08 returned to Danang at 13002 on 19 March 1972. 

, 

FiOBERT F. BORNE, Capt, USAF 
Sandy 07 

Sandy 07 - Capttin Robert F. Burke 
Sandy 08 - Firs Lieutenant Byron E. Hukee 
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'ATEMBNT  

19 March 1972 

SUBJW,T: Sandy 5 und 6 (114 for Hail 3141/B) 

A. The following io a/emplane° of events of Sandy 5 (Capt Lambeth), und 
Sundy 6 (Lt Horklotz) for the Nail 31 A/B SR. All *Wentz' were on the 19th 
of Mar, and all times are Thailand local. , 

2. At 0608, wo launchod to replace Sandy 3 and 4 who air aborted. Vo ren-
dezvoused with the Jolly Greens and amok° 44 flight at approx. D650. 
itrtar about 10 minutes of holdins, Sandy 1 reported taking a hit and was 
dcspa.rtln : -, 	are,L. 3 117Tnedl:Ltely stt,Ni heading for the Sat area. Be- 
fore arriVJA!!;, Sandy 1 dotermined th.t tho hit w..S minor, and ho remained 
on sceno to;1.ne.er. Wo wsnt into the survivors area with Sandy 1, nd 	. 
otarLcd 4.,,ot .■dng a briefn!,-, from Sandy 1 on the survivor's position and. 
area

Tho inm .adiato area of the survivors and the planned run in headings 
for the Jollys had boon pretty woll sanitized witli the exception of 3 

	

ZPU pits just sona.. of ,';he survivors. Sandy 1 and 2 worked over the pits 	- 
prior to turning over on scene commander to me. 

4. Shortly after bocoming CSC, I'contacted Nail 31 A and had him vnctor 
me directly over him. 1 attmod cer.it.,et Uth Bravo, but his recivr 
was apparently not -  workinguell. I flew over his estimated position and 
Bravo c.,mo up on the radio and told me to ,5un my engine if I was hearing Min-
This I did, anti Bravo toed me Po Irclerstood I was bearing him. A fw 
seconds later he came up on Ouard channol, and could receive me well. I 
had him vector me over his position, and found that Bravo was much closer 
to Alpha then I had thought. 

5. 1 had not rocoivod any ground fire up to this time in the area of the 
survivors. The guns to tho northeast wore not going to affect th9 JoilY 
Croon. .1 received no ground fire trolling over the arca . o.t lovior and 
lower altitu&s. I decided that it vas ti= to organize the pickup. I 
scnt ts..*dy 6 out to the Jolly's and retvested Smoke 44 flight, and Sandy 
9 and 10 to coma into the aroa for a briefing._ At this time Sandy 6 
was tTetting very low on fuel, and it %..1.3 appamnt that he would not.h0-• 
able to stay on station long enough for the pickup. Sandy . ? ad .Acro 
only ton minutes out, so I st:.-Lcd briefing Sal ,dy 9 on tho situation. 
Smoke 44 fliz:ht was having difficulty finding the survivor's arcs, and did 
no reach the scene prr t y loxi. As soon as Sandy 7 fliL;ht arrived - 
on scene Idth the Jolly.1, I told 5:.;r1(1,' 6 to an. After briefing Sandy 9 
on the survivor' a Nsit:Jon and Ilravol:; UlZficiaties with Delta Channel, 
I oxpended my ordnance on the 2?0 pits south of the survivors, thus as-
surine, those guns would no longer be a throat. 

6. Throughout the eptiro time that I was CSC, I had the Nails directing 	• 
fast mover ordnance ,to tho north of the survivors, vglieh seated to be uhcre 
most of the big gun's:war° locatod. 

7. I did not have enough fuel to stay around for the pickup attmpt...zo 
I turnod on scene command over to San4y 9 and Rimed. I lawied at Rilla-r9A" 

, Z 10A ZZ, 1JA.JUf 
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DOC 6 ,4css  tfPNIPPIrmitAl. 
STATEMENT  

18 March 1972 

SUBJECT: Smoke 43 and 44 OAR Report Nail 31 A & B) 

1. At 1250L, Smoke 43 flight launched to the SAR with an M!-47-only ordnance 
load (CBU-30 was not loaded due to the time required and the immediate re-
quirement for Smoke). Approximately 50NM out, Smoke 43's prop control linkage 
broke, and I RTBed for a quick repair. At 1400L, 43 relaunched, with fuel 
tanks refilled. Smoke 44 had proceeded on into the area and was hokding on 
scene with Sandy 9 and 10. Smoke 43 flight held high while the Sandy's and 
Nail 01 destroyed gun positions near the survivor. Smoke 43 was asked by 
Sandy 9 to coordinate ordnance with King, and I did so, working with Nail 01 and Nail 33 and monitoring the fastmover strikes used to cut Rte 23 and to 
strike gun positions. I assisted Nail 33 in killing one 37mm which had fired at one of his strike flights. 

2. Sandy 9 brought Smoke 43 flight down over the survivors and pointed Out 
their positions. He then passed on-scene command to Smoke 43. Sandy 9 and 10 
then RTBled for fuel, delivering their CBU-25 on enemy gunners just north of the survivors as they exited. I decided to attempt a last -light pickup if I 
could get sufficient fastmover ordnance and if two more Sandy. were available 
to assist Sandys 11 and 12, who were holding with the Jollys. Smoke 44, having 
been airborne over one hour longer than 43, had to RTB. He delivered his M-
47. along the portion of Rte 23 next to the survivors, and his ordnance crest-ed 'redtwidary fires and explosions which lasted for almost two hours. 

3. 18001, was selected as the execution time, and Nail 33 continued to direct 
fastmover strikes on gun positions. Nail 25 (Pavenail) arrived, and Smoke 43 briefed the pickup on VHF. The most difficult aspect was that the Jolly would 
have to make a very steep descenti some two to three miles out from the survivor and make his final run-in on the dick. Only in this way could the Jolly be 
screened from the large 37mm guns located beyond the survivors. Nail 31 Bravo 
was not talking on the radio, but I felt that we could make a pickup on Alpha 
and that Bravo, hearing the effort, would again transmit. Although Bravo's 
receiver appeared to be inoperative, I was willing to attempt his rescue too 
provided he popped a smoke ek vectored the Jolly visually. 

4. Smoke 43 sent Nail 25 out to lead the Jollys and Sandy 13 flight into the final holding point. While Sandy 11 marked the IP point, I FAC'ed in a last 
BLU-52 strike just northwest of the survivors, and Gunfighter 24 and 25made two 
excellent 20 meter passes. Our execution was delayed some 20 minutes due to 
the haze and approaching darkness. When Jolly 32 began his run, he failed to 
descend to the deck, and was thus exposed to enemy guns. At about the two 
mile point, the Jolly was above 3000 feet, and a 37mm opened up on him. At the same time, other guns outside the immediate area of the survivor began 
attacking the Saadys. The 37mm was within 100-150 meters of Nail 31 Alpha, 
and Smoke 43 rolled in on that gun as the Jolly exited. After that pass, 
darkness forced us to withdraw, and on-scene command was passed to Nail 51, who was inbound. 
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5. I told Nail 31 Alpha that We would see him in the morning, and asked him 
to listen for other gun positions RTB was normal. Bravo was still not talking 
on the radio. 

E. h. JAYNE iII, Capt, USAF 
Smoke 43 
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18 March 1972 

SUBJECT: Sandy 13 and 14 (SaR for Nail 31 A/B) 

1. On 18 Mar 72 Sandy 13/A launched 3 10102 with maden kits on board 
both aircraft. EnroUte 5 13/14 was advised that as soon as they arrived 
a pick up was going to be attempted. Smoke 43 was OSC W/S 11/12 in the 
area also. The plan was that Smoke 43 would lay a smoke screPn to the 
northwest and run the Jolly in from the southeast with $ 11/12/13/14 
covering the Jolly. We rendezvoued with the Jolly's 06051, and arrived 
at the scene at 0620L. Immediately the plan was executed because of darkness 
and the poor visibility. Smoke 43 laid the mike to the west. Sandy 11 drop-
ed a W-47 for the Jolly to start his run in. Jolly began his run in and 
didn't get low enough. 5 11 led the Jolly in and the rest of us covered the 
Jolly. I was at the Jolly's 8 o'clock and a 23mm opened up directly under-
neath the Jolly. 1 rolled in W/20mm wid 1 LAU-3 pod. It was dark now and 
two 37mm opened up on S 11 who was north of the survivors. The Jolly did 
a 360 aiming and went north of the survivors on the way back south the 
37'mm's opened up on the Jolly and created more confusion. Everyone exited 
the area and RTB'ed leaving Nail !PAC's on scene all night. 

2. (Note: 1. When delivering ordnance at night your biegest threat is 
running into the ground. 

2. Even if the Jolly had been on the treetops he would have 
still flown over that 23mm. 

C. BLEVINS JR, 1Lt, USaF 
Sandy 13 

R. BON, 1Lt, USAF 
Sandy 14 

G110 .4 
Downgradol 

st 3 /est itittriats;* 

DalasOica :Mu. 12 legs. 
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STeTEMENT  

18 March 1972 

SUBJECT: Sandy 11 and 12 (SAR for Nail 31A/B) 

1. On 18 March 72 Sandy 11/12 launched at 0730z and proceeded 
toward the SAR scene. Sandy 9/10 were on scene, as well as Smoke 
43/44, and we were directed by King to rendezvous with the Jolly 
Green flight and assume escort. lie remained on escort while Snady 
9/10 located hostile AAA activity and coordinated with the Nail FACs 
on scene for fast-mover ordnance. Sandy 9/10 departed the area at 
approximately 0900z and on-scene command was passed to Smoke 43 who 
continued to direct ordnance on hostile ground fire. At 1000z Smoke 
43 called us into the area to aid in locating ground fire, and Sandy 
13/14 were enroute to assume the Jolly Green escort. Between 100C2 
and 1030z very little resistance was encountered and Smoke 43 decided 
to attempt a last light effort. Communication with Nail 31A was very 
good, but 31B was unable to receive. Sandy 13/14 escorted the Jolly Green 
to the final holding point, approximately 6 miles southeast of the 
survivors, and az they arrived, Smoke 43 had all SAR forces coma up VHF 
and gave a thorough briefing on the execution of the pickup. It was 
getting dark very ...,uickly and the smoke and haze made the visibility 
very low az the executiOn began. Sandy 11/12 rejoined with the Jolly 
Greens and led from the final holding point to the survivors. 
knew the Jolly would have difficulty keeping me in sight, so I expend-
ed white phosphorous rockets on the ingress route. The Jolly reported 
having them in sight and was heading directly toward Nail 31A's 
position. At the time I passed over the survivor's position I was 
at approximately 5rO's AGL with the Jolly and Sandy escorts directly 
behind. As I st.rted to pull up to start a daisey chain around the 
Jolly, enemy AAA (both 23 and 37)4) came up off my left wing tip and 
directly behind me. Smoke 43 and Sandy 12 were in position to suppress 
the ground fire and the Jolly immediately turned to the agrees heading. 
Darkness and low visibility prevented another attempt .nd all SAR 
forces exited the area. 

2. (Note: Though we never had visual contact with either survivor, 
Nail 31A'a position was exactly pinpointed, as he reported seeing the 
Jolly Green directly overhead. One point which I believe should 
be covered with the Jolly Green crews is their capability to 
descend rapidly from the final holding point. I believe I over-
exteted their capability, as they were still at approximately 

1„ -sic47,6cr - 's as they arrived over the survivor, even though all 
Sidi forces were thoroughly briefed on the necessity to run in as 
low as possible). 

Q. 
, 	 1.2  

; Capt, USAF 
San4Y 11 	 , 

-J 

L. SMITH, Lt, USAF 
Sandy 12 	 111-95-WA'N 
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STATEMENTT  

18 Mardh 1972 

SUBJECT: Sandy r9 and 10 (Nail 31A/B BAR) 

1. Sandys 09 and 10 took off 
area of Molt& 47. Sandy 05, 1 

with both survivors and was t 
was reported to be in good ah, 
ported to have hurt both his , 
need a. pare. jumper. Contact ! 
received a full briefing on t 
With Sandy 09 and 10 still a) , 

 09 took over OSC at about 143 
braifing on def•ncee and surr 
area at about 6500 feet with 
up from every possible locati, 

 Nail 21 and later Nail or dir 
at the same time Sandy 09 and 
to pin point the survivors. 
bec,use he was able to vector 
communications with "B" was v 
but he couldn't hear us we la 
Delta freg. Although IT" pos 
imate position due to bailout 
to put BLU 52 on several Run 

at 1330 on 18 March and proceeded to the 
n scene commandad, had radio contact 
king heavy AAA, up to 57mm. Nail 31A 
pat and the owner of an AK 47; 31B was ra-
nkles, and therefore would probably 
ad not been made with B on D freg. We 
ieir survival gear which was pretty standard. 
ut 30 min. from the SAR area; Sandy 
• The Nail over head gave us a *oral 
vont locations. Sandy 09 went into the 
iandy 10 trail at 8500 feet. As AAA cams 
al. Sandy 09 and 10 in coordination with 
cted fastmover "smart" ordnance on them 
10 worked an electronic then a visual search 

position was pretty well pinpointed 
Sandy 09 over his position. Two way 
lry poor, Sandy 09/10 could hear him 
,er learned that he could not receive on 
tion was not pinpointed we knew his approx.. 
heading and ADP cuts. We were forced 
rositions which were very close to the 

survivors positions. The survivors reported no ill effects from the 
BLU 52 but the guns did slow down. Nail 33 was putting in many sets 
of fast mover air of all types along route 23 land to the north of the 
survivors. Nail 01 out the ford in the "catcher's mit " thumb and to 
the north of the survivors above the "Y". We directed a flight of F-4 
CBU 42 across some active 12.7 and ZPU pits about 150 meters north of 
"A"s position. Nail 01 was shown the survivors positions when he 
arrived on scene, he used his smort bird to relay this information 
in the form of Loran time delays. ht about 1545 most of the heavy AAA 
had quieted down and Sandy 09 moved down to 4500 1  with Sandy 10 at 6,500' 
to troll for 12.7 and ZPU in the area. We found several north of 
"A" about 150 meters, several south east of "A" about 100 to 150 meters 
and at least one south and west of "B". Sandy 10 saw a ZPU gun pit firing 
at Sandy 09 and marked it with a wp rocket. Sandy 09 and 10 then expended 
their LAU-3 rockets on this ZPU pit, silencing it. It became obvious at 
this time that Sandy 09/10 would not have gas enough to kill all those 
guns and make the pick-up. Wateeminded King of our 1630 bingo. Since 
Sandys 11/12 only had about 45 min. more gas then 09/10. We decided to 
make Smoke 43/44 0.S.C. since they had fuel until after dark. The Smoke 
birds were brought in and briefed, Sanays 09/10 put the rest of their 
ordnance on 12.7 and ZPU poeitions north and southeast of "A"'s position 
and RTBled. Sandys 09/10 landed at 1740. 

J. LaCKEY, dap 
Sandy 09 

GROUP -4 
Downgradtd at 3 Alr-kiPlet  
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ST ATMENT  

18 March 1972 

SUBJECT: Sandy 5 and 6 (Nail 31 SA) 

1. Sandy 5 and 6 were launched from Da Nang to the catchers mitt 
in support of Nail 31 SARA  at 0445Z. 

2. Sandy 5 and 6 arrived on scene, and were briefed by Sandy 03 
on the situation. Sandy 5 and 6 located Nail 31A and showed his 
location to Nail 52. Ahile searching for Hail 31B Sandy 51s air-
plane was shot. 

3. Sandy 5 and 6 RTBted channel 89, landing at 07452. 

DONALD P. MILNER, Maj, USAF 
Sandy 05 

DONALD E. moass; Captain, USAF 
Sandy 06 
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4. I advised king that we would need replacements at 1330 and 
he advised that sandy 05/06 were on their way. Sandy 4 continued 
to talk to the survivors and make lower and lower passes over the 
Area to lock., the survivors. I marked guns when I apotted with wp 
rockets ssvised nail 52 to strike them. we determined that the 
survivors were east of the road coming out to the thumb and 
requested nail 52 to put strikes all along the road as I had marked 
several guns along that road. 

g 	At approximately 1325 sandy 05/06 entered the general area and 
marked our position with a M-47 smoke bomb west of the road coming 

out of the thumb. I then briefed sandy 5 on the location of the 
survivors and AAA and gave him on scene command. 

6. I then tried to contact sandy 4 but he has lost his ability to 
transmit and Was striking runs along the road running out of the 
thumb. While attempting to join on his wing to determine his problems 
I felt a blast which shook the whole aircraft. Later on landing the 
crew chief advised that I had taken several hits in the armor plates 
but otherwise the A/C was ok. Sandy 3/4 departed the area and R7Ted 
to NKP and I lead sandy 4 in for a radio out approach. 

Q4,44- 	)1,EyLall9iit 
R. Tierklotz, lLt, USAF 
Sandy 03 

-OJ24„4. 	F":(te 

G. Priebe, lLt, USAF 
Sandy 04 
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18 March 72 

SUBJECT: Sandy 01, 02 (SAR Report NAIL 31 A&B) 

1. Sandy 01, Copt Foss, and 3andy-02, Lt Lamar Smith launched at 
1030, 18 Mar 72, is support of the NAIL 31 SAR. Sandy 1 Flt was to 
proceed direct to the area and 83912010 on scene command. Sandy- 3 Fit 
were to rendezvous with the Jolly Grein -Flt and proceed to initial 
holding pt. I adviced the initial holding pt to be in the high ground 
area of 110/105,499 tacan read out. 

2. Enroute Sandy I requested 2 Fits of F-4's with BLU 52 to be upload 
and cockpit alert. King advised it was being done. Also enroute Sandy I 
was in contact with NAIL 15, who was present on scene command 4 I was 
advised that N-15 had a positive fix on their positions. I asked N.32 
(a pave Nail) to hook up with N-15 and get zap on A&B position. 

3. Air American helicopter HOTEL 70&85 were orbiting 5 miles west of 
the SR area (DELTA 47). They repeatedly requested the UT14 coordinates so 
they could make a pick up attempt. I told them about the intelligince briefed 
high threat AAA in the area and advised them to hold west of Rt. 23 until 
I assumed on scene command. NAIL 15 advised likewise. At approximately 
1115 Sandy I. Flt crossed over 1.1,47 at 11,000 and decended into the SAR 
area. I instructed Sandy 2 to follow me down. I rendzvous with N45 
after s delay caused by poor visibility due to the haze at 6-7,000 level. 
He pointed out a ground reference and stated their position relative to 
it. I understood and deoended lower to start a round vector pattern 
overhead. I had voice contact with both AB. However I asked A to 
remain silent because I had very good voice with B and desired to work 
with him first. His first direction was that he could hear me but 
didn't know where I was. I then told him I was making a pass from South 
to North and to tall no when I passed abeam of him. This attempt 
resulted in me being east of him. I then made a pass from North to South 
for another identification. I had to break off this pass because Sandy 2 
told me I was taking ground fire from 12 o'clock. I then turned left and 
asked NAIL-15 to come down to pick me up and then lead me in on a low 
altitude pass over their position for an identification. I attempted to 
tell him my location with respect to the river but my directions were not 
very good. While I assumed he was coming down to my altitude 2,500 
indecated (about 1500 XL) I made another round pass from Northwest to 
Southeast. I was told B could hear me to thenNorth - coming his way. 
I continued and as I was looking out over the nose I felt a solid jolt on 
the very front of the engine and saw a bright orange flash surrounded the 
engine monentarily. The engine immediately started running rough and to 
vibrate with white smoke comirr from the stacks. I checked my engine 
gauge unit and it showed all steady at normal (oil, press and temp and fuel 
press). I vered to the left and pulled All my stores off, outboard and 
inboard. I was on main internal because during my let downifiWilWilrea 
my Rt. stub went dry and I switched to main internal. aftere4:141110iRr 
load off I was told by N-31 and Sandy 2 to turn Southlvding 181;),OSDS 
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, FROM: let SOS (Maj Patte/2754) 

SUBJECT: :,CO Report (Nail 31A & 31P) 

TO: 56th SOW (DO) 

1. On 18 March 1972 a SR was declared for Nail 31 (A & BO shot down 
at approximately 1015 while working as 4 FAC putting in airstrike near 
D 47 in the area of the "Catcher's Mitt". Jack was designated by joker 
to work the SAR and King 21 was over he,;(1. Nail 15 was the initial, 
OSC. Air America helicopter available in the SAR area. Pave Nails were 
sent to the SAR area, 

2. Sandy 1, 2, 3, and 4 and a 32 and 53 were launched to a holding 
point northwest of the approximate survivor location, away from know 
enemy defenses. The holding point was later moved southwest of the 
SR area to provide quicker and safer access to the final holding 
point. The S.,i1C0 advised Jack to order the standard mix of denial 
weapons loaded: CPU-42, CPU-49, CDU-14, and BLU-52, and requested 
CPU-52 and L's be ordered for AAA suppression. Hobo assets were 
ed by Blue Chip for SA R support. Two Air America helicopters offered. 0 
their assistance to King 21. They then set up orbit points for emer-. 
gency bail-out and reported this to King 21. 

' 
3. Nail 15, the assistant SARCO (Nail), and intelligence report that 'the-
balk area is extremely high threat with numerous 12.7, 14.5, 23mm, 37mm, 
and 57mm guns in the immediate vicinity of the survivor. Contact with 
survivors is made quickly and they report guns within 200m of their pd.- t.z. 

sition. TFh was asked to monitor and advise. 

4. .ht 1100, Sandy 01 took over OSC and made contact with both survivors 
but took a hit and had to extract after only a few minutes in the SAR 
area. He was quickly picked up by an air America helicopter H 70 and 
Sandy 02 assumed OSC. Sandy 01 was taken to Pakse and later returned 
tts NKP with no injuries. Sandy 05 and 06 were launched from DNG to re-
place 01 and 02. 

5. At 1140, the Sandy's *ent back to the JO holding area to allow the FACs 
to neutralize the A. JO 56 and 57 took off to join the SAR force. 

6. At 1200, the survivors reported enemy activety in the area and injuries 
that would require PJ assist-lice during pickup. 

7. OSC was shifted to Sandy 03 and then to Sandy 05. The Nails contin-
ued to FhC ordnance into the SR area in an effort to neutralize the 
AAA. BLU-52 was also used. 

8. At 1330, Sandy 09 and 10 were airborne to replace Sandy 03 and 04. 5moke 43 and 44 were also launched with a full load of M-47's. Sandy 
05 took over as OSC. 

1--- 	 ' 
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Sandy 09 
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9. At 1400 Sandy 05 took a hit ond RTF 1 d NKF with Sandy 06. 
took 050 and later passed it to Smoke 43. 

10. At 1425 Sandy 11 and 12 took off to replace Sandy 05 and 06. AAA 
activity decreased in the SeR area as airstrikes continued. The sur-
vivors are reported to be separated by some distance- can't talk to 
each other on radios. 

11. Medden kits were loaded on Sandy 13 and 14 in case more radios 
were needed for the survivors. Only 3 in stock. 	should insure at 
least 4 kite are availeble at all times. 

12. At 1635, King 27 took over from King 21 and at 1710, Sandy 13 and 
14 were airborne. 

13. Smoke 43 Planned a. pick-up ettempt at 1800. J0 56 and 57 had to 
love the SLR area for an IFE. 

14. The pick-up attempt Was aborted when JO, 32 took fire on the run-in. 
No further ettempte were made and all Sandy and JO assets were ordered 
to R72. 

15. The Nails immediately started working to pinpoint the survivors 
location in order to allow them to ley aree denial ordnance aroutd 
the survivor and attact the known and suspected eee positions. King and 
Nail aircraft maintained continuous coverege thoughout the night. The 
Nails continued to attack gun positions and seal off ingress routes 
with area denial ordnance. Spectre aircraft were also used to supreee 
ground fire, search for enemy activity, and help pinpoint survivor 
positions. 

16. Joker requested tmo Pave Nails be on scene all night but resources 
prevented this. One Pave Nail was available all night. 

17. First light pick-up planning was started at 1500 and the SARCO advis-
ed Jack of the plan and ordnance needed. This plan was firmed up after 
the aborted pick-up attempt and ordnance requests were confirmed: 4 A/C 
with CU-42 (L0), 4 =1./C with CM-49 (2QRF-2 overhead), and 10 A/C with 
BLU-52 (4 A/C 4RF-4 A/C overhead). CBU-52 and LGB 1 s were requested for 
all night ateacks on ieet. TFa resources were diverted as necessary to 
meet requirements during the night. The first light plan was to have 
4 Sandy, 2 Jollys, 1 Pave Nail, 1 Nail, and King at the SR area 15 
minutes before first light, briefed and ready to execute. Two Smoke air-
craft and two additional J.ialys were launched 30 minutes later than the 
rest of the force to provide continuity of operation for the Joalys and 
smoke available for the first light attempt. All forces arrived as sched-
uled. 

18. et 0540, Sondy.04 experienced difficulty and  e-.. --:  ?  • 	e  an' 
03. Sandy 05 and 06 viVeu-lidAC4Pd. to replete them  :  d we74113iirteosagir 0/!mi.oq  

0605. 	 e ' r 	
. 	:spulaiu! nai f is pape4dAtoq 
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19. Sandy 01, OSC determined the ground fire too intense to attempt a 
pick-up and directed the Nails to continue to suppress it while he trolled 
for more ground fire and pinpointed the survivors. During this search, 
Sandy 01 took a hit and flew off to one side to allow Sandy 02 to look 
him over. He continued after determining the damage was not hazardous. 

20. At 0810, Sandy 09 and 10 were airborne to replace Sandy 01 and 02. 
Sandy 05 took 0Sc from Sandy 01 and continued SR plan. A. 0840, Sandy 
07 and 08 were airborne to replace Sandy 05 and 06. 

21. One attempt WAS made at 0940 to pickup the survivors but were driven 
off by AAA. Sandy 09 was CC. More ordnance we expended by the Nails 
and one set of Jollys went to the tenker to refuel. 

22. At 1020, the pickup attempt waft started again with Sandy 09 as on 
Osc. On this attempt, the Jollys were on the tree tops for the final 
run-in and success fully picked both survivors. The Jolly :3 were escorted 
from the si,R are- on the treetops and all forces RTB NKP. 

23. The coordination and cooperation during this SR was the best I have 
ever witinessed. All forces involved should be congratulated for a job 
well done. 

24. A SAR conference was convened by Joker foUtowing the successfUll term-
ination and many items relevant to future SR were discussed. One of the 
immediate results of the SR conference was the return of the Sandys 
from Da Nang to NKP. Other results include improved commend and 
control instructions, specific coordination instructions for controlling 
agencies, 

t  -- 
GEORGE A. BATTE,Maj, USAF 
SARCO 
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