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DATE: 18 Max 1972 ) i3

MISSION NUMBER: 3-3-022 bRy eI D e

FLIGHT DESIGNATION: Jolly Green 61 B

OBJECTIVE: Rescue and Recovery of two OV-10 crew members with callsign of
Nail 31 Alpha and Bmvo Pickup attempt successful on 19 Mar 72.

ADDITIONAL SAR FORCES: JG 56, 32, 53, 63, Sandy's 1 through 10, King k2, 27.

NARRATIVE SUMMARY: At 1025 local on 18 March 1972 two HH-53C helicopters were-
Liunched from Nakhon Phanom RTAFB, Thalland in response to the ballout of
Nail 31 (OV-10) Alpha and Bravo.: Jolly Green callsigns were 32(L) and 53(H).
The survivors were located in the region of the "Catchers Mitt" approximately -
42 miles north west of Saravane, Laos (16°22'N, 105°57'E). Nail 31 had appar-—"
ently been hit by enemy AAA fire in this heavily defended area of Route 23,
where intelligence had established defenses up to 57mm AAA. Initial orbit was
established at 1125L, approximately 12 miles to the south of the survivor's
position, over a karst area on the east side of route 23. Both survivors had
been in contact with Nail 15, the first on-scene-commander. Nail 3.1 Bravo
' could transmit, but was unable to receive cn Delta channel. Both survivors
requested PJ assistance because of ankle injuries. The swrvivors were under
dense tree cover approximately 150 - 200 meters apart.. The lknown animosity of .
.ground forces in the area was immediately reemphasized by the loss of Sandy
01 (A=-1E) about five minutes into the orbit. Hit by ground fire, he left the
area, bailed out, and was immediately recovered by Hotel 70, a friendly non-—
UbAF helicopter that was in the area. Three other Sandy alrcraft also- received
5 during the mission. Jolly Greens 56 and 57 (HH-53C) launched from Nakhon
Pmnom RTAFB at 114CL to provide backup capability and contlinuous coverage :
during cycling on the tanker. Throughout the day USAF 'and USN forces expended
massive amounts of ordinance, including area denial agents, in preparation for
thr» recovery attempt. The survivors were campletely encircled by 37mm, 23mm,
2.7mm and assorted small arms and autcmatic weapons. The Sandys and Nalls
\,x*aeﬂlenced great difficulty in their attempts to pinpoint the survivers, esSpe-
cially 31 Bravo because of his transmit-only capability. Although eneny resist-
ance mad rnot been reduced to a level deemed really satlsfactory for a recovery,
all concerned agreed to a last light effort at 1800L. Factors favoring the
attempt were poor visibility for enemy gunners, confusion ‘caused by the day-long
poundinz by our forces, and particularly the small chance that the survivors
could remain free overnight. A steep, circling approach from 11,000 £t AGL,
almost directly over the survivors was plarmed. Sroke 43 and U4 (A-1E), and _
Sandys 13 and 14 preceeded Jolly Green 32 in.the déscent. By 5000 £t AGL; visual
contact with the Als was intermittent due to 'smoke and darkness. By 4000'AGL
multiple tracers filled the air from both high and low rate-of-fire weapoms.
Visual contact with the Als was lost by 2000TAGL ‘and the rescue attempt was
ahorted. The survivors were briefed for the nights operation and a first light
_effort on 19 March. A Night Recovery System effort was not made due to the
environment and the requirement for the crew to wear gas masks. The next morn-
ing Jolly Green 32(1L) and 61(H) launched at O430L for the first light effort.
Jolly Qreen 3C(L) and 61(H) launched at 0505L as backup crew. The Jolly Greens
established an orbit west of the swvivor s position and held whlle our forces
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. ﬁ%ﬁ]raady known, the gas masks used by the helicopter crews

hampered communications.
3. The downwash caused by the HH-53 constitutes a rea)l hazard to the

survivor on the ground and precautions should be continwa&}gggﬁggﬁgjzed.

Nail 31

When the crew of Nail 31, an OV-10 from NKP, bailed out over the Ho
Chi Minh Trail on 18 March 1972, they landed in one of the most hostile
environments yet faced by rescue forces. The crew was both skillful and
fortunate in avoiding capture or death during the period immediately follow-
ing their bailout. The pilot, Lieﬁtenant David G, Breskman, had traveled
about 600 meters from his parachute and was sitting by a tree when he

83/
detected an enemy soldier with an automatic weapon coming toward him,

I took out my gun as he approached and sat very

ctill hoping he would veer away from my position. . . .
He kept coming toward me; I remained motionless. He
looked in my direction a number of times but apparently
didn't see me. He was within 10 feet of my position when
I wheeled around and fired four times. . . . I

-

cauttously moved over to him and took his MK-47. There
was a lot of groundfire at this time and my shots
apparently didn't attract attention.

The SAR force had meanwhile arrived, and the groundfire that Lieutenant
Breskman heard was most 1ikely that which was directed at Sandy 01 who was
trolling the area looking for enemy positions. On one of his passes Sandy
01 was hit and downed by AAA. The pilot bailed out and was immediately

picked up by an .Air America helicopter, Before he was shot down, Sandy 01

had pinpointed the location of Captain Steven L Boretﬁky, the weapons
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Captain Boretsky was, but both crewmembers were found and safely evacuated.
The accuracy and the amount of firepower delivered against the enemy during
the Nail 31 operation caused Colonel Cecil N. Muirhead, Jr., Commander,
3ARRGp, to speculate that, "toward the end of this operation, the enemy
probably wished we would just finish and leave him a]one.“gé!

The SAR conference at which Colonel Muirhead made his remarks was
held at NKP on 26 March 1972. Those in attendance included the crew of Nail
31 and most of the participants in the SAR operation. The purpose of the
conference was to determine what lessons could be learned from the Nail 31
experience. The minutes of fhe conference included the f0110wing:§§/

1. It was suggested that in extremely high-threat areas, the
Nail FACs maintain longer 0SC prior to allowing the Sandys in the area for
in-close trolling. The Sandys should insure that they are briefed thoroughly
by the on-scene FAC and by King.

2. It was emphasized thgt the cycling and scheduling of Pave Nail
assets represented a critical problem due to aircraft availability and
maintenance. It was suggested that Joker coordinate closely with the 5650W
to insure the best utilization of the assets,

3. It was noted that first light planning apparently created a con-
siderable fas;-mover overlodd on tanker resources. This resulted from
holding certqin night flights over until first Tight without expending them.
Like other assets, tankers were limited, and strike flights should expend as

soon as possible to avoid excessive refuelings and exhaustion of tanker resources
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K-WG-56-HI o

NATL 311 '3

(C) The most contested SAR of the quarter began when Nail
31, an OV-10A Pave Nail of the 23rd TASS, was shot down in the
uGatcher's Mitt" area of Steel Tiger. The Catcher's Mitt was
one of the most heavily defended arsas of Steel Tiger with nu-
merous 12.7mm, 14.5mm, 23mm, 37mm, and 57mm anti-aircraft guns,
The shootdown of Nail 31 occurred at about 1015L, on 18 March,
151

as the crew?was directing an airstrike in the area,
(¢) Joker designated Jack to coordinate the SAR effort.
King 21 was near the area and Nail 15 was just entering from
NKPIwhbn Nail 31 was hit. Nail 15 assumed on-scene command
and iﬁhediately learned that Air America helicopters and Pave
Nails we#ﬁ nearby., Air America was not called in because of
the high threat environment, WNail 15 did request the Pave MNails.
He then made quick contact wilh th: swurvivors who advised that
AAA positions were within 200 meters of their positions.152
(s) At 1030L, Sandys @1/82/85/8L and Jolly Greens 32/53
were launched from NKP. At 1100L, the Sandyz arrived in the
area and Sandy #1 took over as on~-scens commander. Nail 15,
with Sandy @1 on his wing, descend ' to point out the approxi-

mate locations of the survivors, During this mancuver Sandy f#1

took a direct hit by a 37mm round in the right side of the engine,

151. SARGCO Report for Nail 31A/B, 19 Mar 72, (Doc 66).

152, Ibid.
%
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drops very near the survivors. Radio interference and AAA had
greatly impeded search efforts so the Sandys requested that
Nails 15/52 expend their fast move»s on the AAA in the area.
The ne;£ hour and a half was consumed marking targets, expending
ordnance on AAA, and furthur narrowing the positions of the sur-
vivors. Nail 31 Brave was beginnirg to have radio problems.155
(¢) Sandys @5/86 were launched out of DaNang at 1245L, and
arrived on the scene at about 13307, On scene command was passed
to §5 and asfp3/ﬁh were exiting th- area Sandy B3 took a near
miss from a 37mm round that caused minor damage. Sandys HB/ﬂu
RTBed to NKP. Sandys #5/@6 then attempted to pinpoint the toca-
tions of the survivors and in so ¢ ing Sandy @5 took a hit in the
right wing. A 37mm round passed tl.rough the wing from underneath
and exploded just after exiting. Both Sandys immediately headed
Southwest in the event a ballout might be necessary. However,
Sandy @45 was able to nurse his sti.ken aircraft back to NKP.156
(C) At 1250%L, Smokes h3/Lli had been launched from NKP. Fifty’
miles out from NKP Smoke 43's prop-ller control linkage broke and
he had to RTB. After a quick repair, he relaunched at TLOOL. At
13301, Sandys #9/18 launched from 'iXP and were briefed by Sandy @5
as they passed each other, Sandys $9/1% then entered the area and
continued the AAA suppression. When Smoke ;3 arrived he assumed

on-scena command and decided that a last light attempt should be

155. Ibid.
156, Tbid.
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from NKP, Ubon, and DaNang partic’ pated in the ef™ vt 47

(€) During the night the Nailz had been working the area
with fant movers and a Spectre gunship was working the roads.
Strikes continued on into the day’ ‘ght hours to sanitize the
area. Enemy big guns were now quiet and only sporatic ZPU and
12.7mm fire was being encowntered. All active guns were to the
Northwest of the survivers so the planned ingress for the heli-
copter wag from tha Southaast.160

(C) Dpring the night Nail 31 Bfavn hod moved and was now
very cloge t% Alpha, He was still having trouble on backup
frequency so it was decided to conduet the enbire SAR on Guard,
The sﬁ;vivcrs reported that they h= ' heard nothing in their im-
mediate vicinities for some time. 7an hundred was chosen as the
pickup time. Smoke L3 screened the area from the guns to the
Northwest while Nail 52 led Jolly dreen 61 in from the Southeast.
Four Sandys flew a protsctive daiey chain around the helicopter
and expended most of their ordnance to the Northwest of the pick-
vp area. During this tims Sandy nilots reported some 23mm and
37mm fire bub it was at a low angle and inaceurate. They also
saw explosions below their airers. L that appeared to be rocket
propelled grenades. Since Bravo's radio was not good he was
instructed to pop his smoke first. His smoke was quickly sighted

and in a few minutes he was aboari the Jolly Green. Then Alpha

159. 1Ibid.
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popped his smoke and he was quic' 1y picked up. Tie Jolly Green
then turned and egressed the arei as it had come in, at ireectop
level., A most difficult and successful SAR was terminated at

161
1030L.

161, Ibid.
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STATEMENT

19 March 1972

SUBJECT: Sandy 9 and 10 (Sait Repert Nail 314/B)

1. Sandy 9 flight was briefed at 0605 because of an abort in Sandy 3
flight. We were airborne at 0740 after awaiting the munitions for

2, While enroute to the SAR area Sandy 1 flight was on scene and Sandy
5 flight was being briefed to take over on scene command.

3. We proceeded to the briefed initial holding point and rendevoused
with Jolly Gireen 32 and 30. Jolly Green 61 and Smoke L4 and L5 were
also at the holding point ut our arrival of 0815,

L. At 0850 Sandy 1 gave on scene command to Sandy 5. A pick up attempt was
being considered by Sandy 5 and he called for Smoke 4L flight to proceed

to the survivors location. At 0977 Sandy 5 called for Sandy 9 flight to
enter the area for 4 briefing pri~r to the pick-up.

5. At 0910 Sandy 9 flight arrived in the sar area and received a briefing
on the planned pick up attempt from Sandy 5. Sandy 7 flight was enroute
from CH77 to the Jolly Green holding point. A$ 0920 Sandy 5 passed on
scene command to Sandy 9 and 5 exlted the ares.

6. Sandy 7 had rendevoused with Jolly 32 flight. Smoke LL was having
difficulty finding the area and Sandy 10 attempted to direct them in using
ADF, Sandy 5 hod reported no ground fire so Sandy 9 decided to try a
pick-up as soon as the Smoke flight was in the area,

7. I continued muaking passes over the area both to pinpoint the survivors
and to draw gun fire if any was in the vicinity.

8. &fter 10 minutes & 12.7 began firing from about 'km north of the survivors
After this 2Jmm, 37wm, and rocket propelled grenade (RPG) begun firing

at various times. xll guns were north or west of the survivors and firing

at a low angle.

9. Smoke 44 was unable to locate the S.H dres and returned to CH89.

10. The survivors had heard nothing in their immediate vicinity and
Sandy 9 decided to try a pick up. The plun wac to bring the Jolly in from
the southeast on the tree tops to avoid the guns to the north and west.
Sandy 9 and 10 would use their CEU 22 for an "L" shaped smoke screen west
and north of the survivors, since :lpha «nd Bravo were very close and
Bravo's redio was not as good us 4lphas it wes decided Lo plck Prave up
first. Nail 52 was to help escort Sundy 7,8 snd the Jollys to the survivors
and Sandy 10 was to drop an M-47 at the turn point about 5mm SE of the
survivors, From that point on the Jolly Grean would be at tree top
elevation. The entire operution was to be conducted on guard channel
because of Bravo's radio.

IH9-OMA

10, Sandy 9 briefed everyone on VilF 123.1 and was then infol@bd/tHEW — Vel
MOS 9§
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STATEMENT

Sandy 07 and 08 launched from Danang AB RVN at 01352 on 19 March 1972,
We arrived at the holding point assigned prior to takeoff at approximately
0250Z and rendegvoused with Jolly Gresn 32 and 30 and 61 and 57 who were
2iready in ths area. Sandy 09 and 10 wers msking final plans for a piciup
attempt with Sandy 09 being on-scene commander. Sandy 09 had the position
of both survivors narrowed down to approximately 100 meter circles and began
to brief the plan of attack. However, Sandy 09 and 10 began taking more
ground fire and the pickup was postponed for the time being., At thip point
Sandy 07 axperienced temporary transmitter failure and signalled Sandy 08
to take command of rche flight, After 10 minutes Sandy 07's radic problems
¢orrected themsalves and he resumed command of the flight. Shorily there-
after Jolly Grean 32 and 30 laft for the tanker to refusl. Sandy 09 stated
that he was ready for tie picimp attempt and started the briefing. King
interrupted and said that there was only one Jolly Gresn ready to go and
adviged Sandy 09 to wait for Jolly Green 32 and 30 to return before starting
the piclkup. Jolly Green €1 quickly conflymed that he had Jolly Oreem 57
with him as high bird and the briefing continued, Nail 52 srrived just
before execution and led JOllytlreen &1 and Sandy OT7 and 08 into the area.
Sandy 10 was supposed to drop an armed M~L7 as an IP with three 2.75%wp
rockets marking ingress heading but his compass system falled and Sandy 09
put in the approgfiiate marks instead of Sandy 10, Nail 52 spotted the IP
wark at the 8 o'clock position and directed Jolly Oreen 61 and Sandy 07
and 08 to it. With the IP and the marking rockets in sight, Jolly Green
61 procesded into the area with Sandy 07 and 08 eacorting. Sandy 09
directed Jolly Green 61 to slow down and for Nail 31B, the survivor, to pop
his smoke, Thers was some® confusion at this point as to which was which ,
survivor but Jolly Green 61 spotted some smoke and went into a hover over
it. Sandy 09 and 10 with Sandy 07 and 08 formed a "daisy chain" sround
Jolly Green €1 and expanded CBU-25, 2.75" rockets, 20ms and 7.62mm cannon
fire in a 360 degree circle arffond the helicopter. Most of the ordnance was
directed to the north and wiiet Which was the direction from which the air--
bursts and tracers of the AAA was originating. Also cbserved airbursts
vhich were later thought to bs rockst propelled grenades going off bslow
us at approximately 500 to 600 feet. No fire reported coming from ingide
the "daisy chain" at the helicopter. With one man on board Jolly Oreen 61
was directed to the other man's positlion by Sandy 07 and 09 and Sandy 09
instructed the second survivor to pop his emoke. Jolly Green 61 spotted
the smoke and complsted the pickup. A1l four A-1's expandsed along the
egress route and Sandy O7 assumed on-scene command when Sandy 09 had to ETB
due to low fuel., Egress was successful and Sandy 07 and 08 RTB'd to Ch 89
due to the posaibility of battle damage, Battle dsmage results were
negative and Sandy O7 and 08 returned to Danang at 1300Z on 19 March 1972,

ROBERT F, BURKE, Capt, USAF
Sandy 07

B
Sandy 07 - Cap Bobert F. Burke
Sandy 08 - Firast Lisutanant Byron E, Hukee
[H-95-DM-A
T1oA TL TN —uRf
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19 March 1972

SUBJECE: Sendy 5 und & (Sak for Nudl 31i/B)

1. The following io a/seynonco of events of Sandy 5 (Capt Lumbeth), and
Sundy 6 (Lt Horklotz) for the Nail 31 A/B SiR. All &vents were on the 19th
of Har, und all times are Thuiland local. .

2. &t 0608, wo launched to repluce Sami/ 3 znd 4 who air sborted. Wo ren-
desvousad with the Jolly Greens and Smoke 44 flight st approx. 0650.

altar aloud 10 rinutes of holding, .;..mdy 1 reportod taking a hit and was
departing the ares. J drmedichely sturted hewding for the SR arce. He-
foro wird v‘n: vy Soady 1 dotormined thut the hit wes minor, and ho remuined
on soono comauader. Vo weabl into the survivors area with Sandy 1, and
started getiing & bricfing from Sundy 1 on the survivor's position and
aros Helonson. e '

3« Tho irvindiate ares of Lhe survivers wnd the plenved Tun in headings

for the Jollys had been pretiy well ..dni»i”cd with the excoption of 3

ZPU pits just souil of %he survivers. Sondy 1 and 2 worked over the pits &
prior Lo turning over on zeeno comninder ‘m me.

Les Shortly citer bcco.ﬁ.n;: C5¢, I contasted Huil 31 A end hed him vector

me direcily over him. 1 a2itompied ccontvet with Brave, but his 1‘0"( Avar

was appuerently not working well. I flew over his cotimated position and |
Dravo c.mo up on tho rodio and tcld me to 7un my engine if I was heoring him
This I did, and DBravo tood me Bo umlorstocd I was hearing him. A flow
goconds luw,r he cume up on Cuand “ha.mol, and could receive mo well. 1

bud him vector me over his 1)oai‘c.:um, cad found that Brave was much closer

to Alpha then I had thoughe.

5. I had not rocaived anmy pround fire up to thi.s time in the eres of ihe
survivors. Tho guns to tne northesst werc not. going to affect tho Joily
Croon. I roceived no g,rour'd fire trolling over the ares ot lower and
lower altitudes. I docided 4hab it was time te orgonize the pickup. 1
senl Suady 6 out to the Jolly's end requcsted Smoko 44 [light, end Sandy
9 and 10 to come into the wroa for & bricfing. At this time Sundy 6

wag geiting very low on fuol; end 4t was aopurr :nt that he would not . bo -
able to stuy on stution long caough for the pickup. Sandy 7 wad © wero
only ten minutes out, wo I ¢ 1. wbed brdeldng gw-dy 9 on the pituciion.
Sroka Li flighd wis hovipy ddllicully -.:.z*.i:.“"' toe survivorts .“cw, and did
no. resch Lho scend prive Lo oy 19.'-»!:'3.5‘_ e A3 soon 4s Sundy 7 flight orrived
on seeng with tho Jollya, I wold Scnd, € to LT3 After bzici‘ing ._mdy 9

. on the survivor's pogition end Draeveiy uld ..ci.ltmu with Delia Chemnel,

1 oxpendod wmy ordnance on tha Z7U pitc south of the survi‘mrs, thus us-
suringthose puns would no loager ho o $hrout.

6+« Throughout the emtiro time thub I wes CIC, I had the Nails directing
fagt mover nrdnance .t.o the north of 4ho survivors, which seczncd to be wiera
most of the big gun’s were locatod.

7. 1 did not bhave enough fucl to stay around for the plekup atitenp 5
I turned on seone command over to Sundy 9 snd RKIB'eds 1 lanf}ad ab {cg,g@ DA

. - [OA 7L IeJN — uef
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18 March 1972
SUBJECT: Smoke 43 and 4L (SAR Report Nail 31 4 & B)

1. At 1250L, Smoke 43 flight launched to the SAR with an M=47-enly ordnance
load (CBU-30 was not loaded due te the time required and the immsdiate re-
quirement for Smeke), Approximately 50NM out, Smoke 43's prep control linkage
broke, and I RTBed for a quick repair. at 1400L, 43 relsunched, with fuel
tanks refilled. Smoke L4 had proceeded en inte the area amd was hokding on
scene with Sandy 9 and 10, Smoke 43 flight held high while the Sandy's and
Nail O1 destroyed gun positions near the surviver. Smoke L3 was asked by
Sandy 9 te coordinate erdnance with King, and I did se, working with Nail O1
and Nail 33 and menitering the fastmover strikes used to cut Rte 23 and te
strike gun positions. I assisted Nail 33 in killing ene 37mm which had fired
at one of his strike flights, '

2, Sandy § brought Smoke 43 flight down over the survivers and pointed eut
their positions. He then passed on-scene command to Smeke L3. Sandy 9 and 10
then RTB'ed fer fuel, delivering their CBU~25 om shamy gunners just morth of
the survivors as they exited, I decided te attempt a last -light pieckup if I
could get sufficient fastmover ordnance and if two more Sandys wers availabls
to assist Sandys 11 and 12, who were holding with the Jollys. Smoke 44, having
been airborne over one hour longer than 43, had to RTB. He delivered his M-
47e along the portion of Rte 23 next to the survivors, and his ordnance creat-
ed ‘secoridary fires and explosions which lasted for almost two hours.,

3o 1800L was selscted as the execution time, and Nail 33 continued to direct
fastmover strikes on gun positions. Nail 25 (Pavemail) arrived, and Smoke 43
briefed the pickup on VHF. The mest difficult aspect was that the Jolly weuld
have to make a very steep descent some two th three miles eut from the survivor
and make his final run-in on the deck. Only in this way could the Jelly be
screened from the large 37mm gums located beyond the survivers. Nail 31 Brave
was rot tulking on the radio, but I felt that we could make a pickup onm Alpha
and that Brave, hearing the effort, would agaim traasmit. Altheugh Bravo's
receiver appeared to be imoperative, I was willing te attempt his rescue too
provided he pepped a smoke ef vectored the Jolly visually.,

4 Smoke 43 sent Nail 25 out to lead the Jollys and Sandy 13 flight into the
final holding point. Wwhile Sandy 11 marked the IP point, I FAC'ed in a last
BLU-52 strike just northwest of the survivors, and Guafighter 2/ and 25made two
excellent 20 meter passes. Our execution was delayed some 20 minutes due to
the haze and approaching darkness. When Jolly 32 begun his run, he failed to
descend to the deck, and was thus exposed to enemy guns. At about the two
mile point, the Jolly was above 3000 feet, and a 37mm opened up on him. At
the same time, other guns outside the immsdiate ares of the survivor began
attacking the Samdys. The 37mm was within 100-150 metsrs of Nail 31 Alpha,

@nd Smoke 43 rolled im on that gum as the Jolly exited. After that pass,

darksess forced us to withdraw, and on-scene command was passed to Nail 51,
who was inbound.

[H-9$-DM-A

W’HAL Z'10A 7L TeI - e
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5 I told Nail 31 Alpha that we would see him in the merming, and asked him

to listen for other gun positions RTB was normal.
on the radio.

i;c L,-"w-l.pl(l "(:r ,.’7!2,‘:3'-4- =
E. K. JAYNE ITI, Capt, USAF
Smoke L3

Bravo was still not talking

IH-9¢-DM-A
¢ 10A TL TN —Uef
MOS 9§
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18 March 1972

SUBJECT: Sandy 13 and 1L (S4R for Nadl 31 4/B)

1. On 18 Mar 72 Sandy 13/A launched 5 10102 with maden kits on board

both aircraft. FEnroute S5 13/14 was advised that as soon as they arrived

a pick up was going to be attempted. 3moke L3 was OSC W/S 11/12 in the

srea also. The plan was that Smoke 43 would lay & smoke scre n to the
northwest and run the Jolly in from the southeast with = 11/12/13/14
covering the Jolly. We rendezvoued with the Jolly's # 0605L and arrived

at the scene at 0620L. Immediately the plan was executed because of darkness
and the poor visibility. Smoke L3 laid the smlike to the west. Sandy 11 drop-
ed a M-47 for the Jolly to start his run in. Jolly began his run in and
didn't get low enough. S 11 led the Jolly in and the rest of us covered the
Jolly. I was at the Jolly's 8 o'clock and 4 23mm opened up directly under-
neath the Jolly. 1 rolled in W/20mm and 1 LalU-3 pod. It was dark now and
two 37mm opened up on S 11 who was north of the survivors. The Jolly did

2 360 climing and went north of the survivors on the way back south the
37'mn's opened up on the Jolly and creusted more confusion. BEveryone exited
the area and RTB'ed leaving Nail FiC's on scene all night.

2, (Note: 1., vhen delivering ordnunce at night your biggest threat is

_ running into the ground,
2. FEven if the Jolly hud been on the treetops he would have
still flown over that 23mm.

C. BLEVINS JR, 1Lt, USAF
Sandy 13

{idel) & Broen

R. BEOWN, 1Lt, USAF
Sandy 14

[H-9S-OM-A
T'IoA TL TeIN —UEf
MOS 9§
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STATEMENT

18 March 1972

SUBJECT: Sandy 11 and 12 (SAR for Nail 31A/B)

1. On 18 March 72 Sandy 11/12 lasunched at 0730z and proceeded
toward the SAR scens. Sandy 9/10 were on scene, as well as Smoke
L3/4k, and we were directed by King to rendezvous with the Jolly
reen flight and assume escort. Ve remained on escort while Snady
9/10 located hostile aia activity and coordinated with the Nall FiCs
on scene for fust-mover ordnance. Sandy 9/10 departed Lhe area at
approximately 0900z and on-scene command was passed to Smoke 43 who
continued to direct ordnance on hostile ground fire. At 1000z tmoke
L3 called us into the srea to aid in locating ground fire, and Sandy
13/14 were enroute to assume the Jolly Green escort. Between 1000z
and 1030z very little resistance wus encountered and Smoke 43 decided
to attempt a last light effort. Communication with Nail 314 was very
good, but 31B wes unable to receive, Sandy 13/1L escorted the Jolly Green
to the final holding point, approximately 6 miles southeast of the
survivors, and as they arrived, Smoke 43 bad all SAR forcee come up VHF
and gsve a thorough briefing on the execution of the pickup. It was
getting dark very (uickly and the smoke and haze made the visibility
very low «& the executin begun. Sandy 11/12 rejoined with the Jolly
Greens and led from the final holding point to the survivors, I
knew the Jolly would have difficulty keeping me in sight, so I expend-
ed white phosphorous rockets on the ingress route. The Jolly reported
heving them in sight and was heading directly toward Hail 31a‘s
position. At the time I pussed over the survivor's position I was
at approximately 5°0's AGL with the Jolly and Sandy escorts directly
behind. 48 I sterted to pull up to stert a daisey chain around the
Jolly, enemy AAi (both 23 and 37MM) came up off my left wing tip and
directly behind me. Smoke 43 and Sandy 12 were in position to suppress
the ground fire and the Jolly immediately tmrmed to the egress heading.
Darkness and low visibility prevented another attempt and all SiR
forces exited the area.

2. (Note: Though we never had viasual contuct with either survivor,
Nail 31A's position was exactly pinpointed, ae he reported seeing the
Jolly Green directly overhewd. C(ne point which I believe should
be covered with the Jolly Green crews is their capability to
descend rapidly from the final holding point. I believe I over-
extésgted thelr cupability, as they were still at approximately

's as they arrived over the survivor, even though all
SiR forces were thoroughly briefed on the necessity to run in as
low as possible).

fgz'i’mﬁ‘ n#f Capiffwusvé;
Sandy 1

.
L. SMITH, Lt, USAF
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18 Mardh 1972

SUBJECT: Sandy n9 and 10 (Nail 31a/B SaR)

1. Sandys 09 and 10 took off at 1330 on 18 March and proceeded to the
ares of Belta 47. Sandy 05, on scens commandhe#, had radio contact

with both survivors and was tuking heavy Ada, up to 57mm. Nail 314

was reported to be in good shape and the owner of an AK 47; 31B wag rve-
ported to have hurt both his ankles, and therefore would probably

need & pars jumper. Contact had not been made with B on D freg. We
received a full briefing on their survival gear which was pretty standard.
With Sandy 09 and 10 still alout 30 min. from the SAR area; Sandy

09 took over 0SC at about 1430. The Nedl over head gave us a ghneral
breifing on defences end survivors locations., Sandy 09 went infko the
area at about 6500 faet with Sandy 10 trail at 8500 fest. As AAL came

up from every possible location, Sandy 09 and 10 in coordination with
fail 21 und later Nail or directed fastmover "smart™ ordnance on them

at the same time Sandy 09 and 10 worked an electronic then a visusl search
to pin point the survivors. "A" position was pretty well pinpointed
bec.use he was able to vector Sandy 09 over his position. Two way
communicstions with "B" was very poor, Sandy 09/10 could hedr him

but he couldn't hear us we lster learned that he could not rsceive on
Delta freg, although "B" position was not pinpointed we knew his approx-
imste position due to bailout heading snd ADF cuta. We were forced

to put BLU 52 on several gun positions which wers very close to the
survivors poeitions., The survivors reported no ill effects from the

BLU 52 but the guns did slow down, {Nail 33 wes putting in many sats

of fast mover air of all types along route 23 wnd to the north of the
survivors. Nail 01 cut the ford in the Rcatcher'!s mit * thumb and to

the north of the survivors wbove tha "Y", We directed a flight of F-4
CBU 42 across some active 12.7 and ZPU pits about 150 meters north of
"A%ig position. Nail O1 was shown the survivors positions when he
arrived on scene, he used his smort bird to relay this information

in the form of loran time delays. at about 1545 most of the heavy ann
had quieted down ond Sandy 09 moved down to 4500' with Sandy 10 at &,500¢
to troll for 12.7 and ZPU in the area. We found several north of

"a" about 150 meters, meveral south east of ®A"™ about 100 to 150 meters
and ot least one south und west of *B", Sandy 10 saw a ZPU gun pit firing
at Sandy 09 and marked it with & WP rocket. Sandy 09 and 10 then expended
their LAU=3 rockets on this ZPU pit, silencing it. It became obvious at
this time that Sandy 09/10 would not have gas snough to kill all thess
guns and make the pick~up. We '‘meminded King of our 1630 bingo. Since
Sandys 11/12 only had about 45 min, more gas then 09/10. Ye decided to
make Smoke 43/LL 0.5.C. since they had fuel until after dark. The Smoks
birds were Lrought in and briefed, Sandys 09/10 put the rest of their
ordnance on 12,7 and ZPU positions north and southeast of "A"'s position
and RTB'ed. Sandys 09/10 landed at 1740.

Dedon Lol
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18 March 1972

SURJECT: Sandy 5 and 6 (Nail 31 SaR)

1. Sandy 5 and 6 were launched from Da Nang to the catchers mitt
in support of Nail 31 SAR, at OL45Z.

2. Sandy 5 and 6 arrived on scene, and were briefed by Sandy O3
on the situation. Sandy 5 and 6 located Nail 31A and showed his
location to Nail 52. while searching for Nall 31B Sandy 5's air-
plane was shot.

3, Sandy 5 and 6 RTE'ed channel 89, landing at O7L5Z.

DONALD P. MILNER, Maj, USaF
Sandy 05

¢ ;M{&/"! . it
DONALD E. MORSSE Captadn, USAF
sandy 06
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L4e I advised king that we would nead rnplacsments at 1330 and

he advised that ssndy 05/06 wers on their way. Sandy 4 continued
to talk to the survivors &nd meke lowsr and lower pésses over the
Area to locste the survivors. I merked guns when I apotted with wp
rockets ssvised nail 52 to strike them, we determined that the
survivors were east of the road coming out to the thumb and I
requested nsil 52 to put strikes all along the roed as I had marked
several guns along thet road.

5, At approximately 1325 sandy 05/06 entered the genersl eres snd
1 marked our position with a M-47 smoke bomb west of the road coming
ocut of the thumb, I then briefed sandy 5 on the location of the
survivors and AAA end gave him on scene comménd.,

6« I then tried to contasct sandy 4 but he has lost his ability to
transmit and was striking puns along the road running out of the
thumb, While attempting to join on his wing to determine his problems
I felt & blsast which shook the whole sircraft. Later on lending the
crew chief »dvised that 1 had taken several hita in the armor plates
"but otherwise the A/C was ok. Sandy 3/L departed the aresz and RTB'ed
to NKP end I lead sandy 4 in fer & radio out approach,

RolodF 3 MenbllD

R, Herklotz, 1Lt, USAF
Sandy 03

G. Priebe, 1lt, USAF
Sandy Oh4
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18 March 72

SUBJECT: Sandy 01, 02 (SAR Report NAIL 31 AB)

1, Sandy Ol, Cspt Fess, and Sandy 02, Lt Leamar Smith lsunched at
1030, 18 Mer 72, is support of the NAIL 31 SAR. Sandy 1l Flt was to
procced direct to the sres and assume on scene command, Sandy 3 Flt
were to rendezvous with the Jolly Green Flt end proceed to initial
holding pt. I adviced the initial holding pt to bs in the high ground
area of 110/105/£99 tacsn read out.

2. Enroute Sandy 1 requested 2 Flts of F=4's with BLU 52 to be upload
&nd cockpit slert. King advised it wes being done. Also enroute Sandy 1
was in contact with NAIL 15, who wes present on scene command: I was
advised that N-15 had & positive fix on their positions. I asked H-32
(a pave Nail) to hook up with N-15 and get zap on M&B position.

3. Alr American helicopter HOTEL 70485 were orbiting 5 miles west of

the SAR sres (DELTA 47). They repestedly requested the UTM coordinstes so
they could maéke 8 pick up sttempt, I told them about the intelligince briefed
high threst /A4 in the ares snd advised them to hold west of Rt. 23 until ’
I assumed on scene commend. NAIL 15 advised likewise. At approximetely j
1115 Sandy 1 Flt crossed over U-47 at 11,000 and decanded into the SAR .
area, I instructed Sandy 2 to follow me down. I rendzvous with Nel5 |
after & delay caused by poor ¥isibility due to the hage at 6-7,000 level.

le pointed cut 2 ground reference and stated their position relstive to

it. I understood and decended lower to stert s round vector psttern

overhead. I had voice comtact with both A&B. However I asked A to

remain silent because I had very good voiece with B snd desired to work

with him first. His first direction was thst he could hear ms but

didn't know where I was. I then told him I was making & pass from South

to North and to tell me when I psssed asbeam of him. This attempt

resulted in me being eest of him, I then made & pass from North to South

for snother identificestion., I had to break off this psss because Sandy 2

told me I was taking ground fire from 12 o'clock. I then turned left and '
asked NAIL-15 to come down to pick me up snd then lead me in on & low

sltitude pess over their position for sn identification. I attempted to |
tell him my locastion with respect to the river but my directions were not

very good. While I assumed he was coming down to my altituds 2,500

indecated {sbout 1500 AGL) I mzde another round pess from Northwest to
Southeast. I was told B could hear me to the-North coming his way,

I continued snd as I was looking out over the nose I felt a solid Jolt on
the very front of the engine and sew a bright orenge flash surrounded the
engine monentarily. The engine immediately started running rough and to
vibrate with white smoke comiry from the stacks. I checked my engine
gsuge unit end it showed all steady st normal (oil, press and temp and fuel
press), I vered to the left snd pulled all my stores off, outboard #nd
inbosrd. I was on main internsl because during my let down HHEH EHY dres
my Rt. stub went dry and I switched to main internal. UARRerU JHNYedfny

load off I wee told by N-31 and Sa 7 %6 Surn i g
SE.C.RET.my i South b 9 3138 00



FHOM: 1st S0S (Maj Ratte/2754)
SUBJECT: SanCO Report (Nail 314 & 31R)

TO: 56th SO (DO)

1. On 18 March 1972 a SiR wus declared for Nail 31 (4 & B) shot down
at approximately 1015 while working as « PAC putting in airstrike near
D L7 in the ares of the "Catcher's Mitt"., Jack was designated by Jjoker
to work the SiR and King 21 was over he.d. Nail 15 was the initial,
05C. Air Americu helicopter avuilable in the SAR ares. Pave Nails were
sent to the SR area,

2, Sandy 1, 2, 3, and 4 and G 32 and 53 were launched to a holding )
point northwest of the approximuate survivor location, away from know e
enemy defenses. The holding point was luter moved southwest of the T
SAR area to provide quicker and ssfer sccess to the final holding s
point. The S54aCO advised Jack to order the stundard mix of denial o
weapons loaded: CBU-L2, CRU-L9, CDU-14, and ELU-52, and requested T

CBU-52 and LGB's bs ordered for aAa suppression. Hobo assets were releé;;
ed by Blue Chip for SaKk support. Two air .merica helicopters offered. ©)
their assistance to King 21. They then set up orbit points for emer-. €
gency bail-out and reported this to King 21, '

o)
C
3. Nail 15, the assistant SaicO (Nail), and intelligence report that ‘the-
SAR area is extremely high threat with numerous 12.7, 14.5, 23mm, 37mm,
and 57mm guns in the immediate vicinity of the survivor. Contact with A

survivors is made quickly and they report guns within 200m of their pé—
sition. TF. was asked to monitor and advise. = T8

Le .4t 1100, Sundy 01 took over 0SC and made contact with both survivors
but took a hit and hud to extract after only & few minutes in the SAR
area. He was quickly picked up by an air amsrica helicopter H 70 and
Sandy 02 assumed 0SC. Sandy O1 was tuken to Pakse and later returned
to NKP with no injuries. Sandy 05 and 06 were lsunched from DNG to re-
place 01 and 02,

5+ At 1140, the Sandys went back to the JG holding area to allow the FiCs
to neutralize the Ada. JG 56 and 57 took off to join the SaR force.

6. At 1200, the survivors reported enemy activety in the area and injuries

that would require PJ assist.mce during pickup,

7. 0SC was shifted to Sandy 3 and then to Sandy 05. The Nails contin=-
ued to F.C ordnance into the S.R srea in an effort to neutruelize the
AAAs  BLU-52 was also used.

8. At 1330, Sandy 09 and 10 were sirborne to replace Sandy C3 and O4e
nmoke L3 and Ll were also ldaunched with « full load of M-47's. Sandy
N5 took over as 0SC.
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9. At 1400 Sandy 05 took a hit ond KTB'd NKP with Sandy 06, Sandy 09
took 0SC and later passed it to Smoke L3.

10. At 1425 Sandy 11 and 12 took off to replace Sandy 05 and 06. AAA
activity decreased in the iR ares as airstrikes continued. The sur-
vivors are reported to be separuted Ly some distance- can't talk to
each other on radios.

11, Medden kits were loaded on Sandv 13 and 14 in case more rudios
were needed for the survivors. Only 3 in stock. ‘e should insure at
least 4 kits are availsble at sll times.

12. At 1635, King 27 took over from King 21 and at 1710, Sandy 13 and
1, were airborme.

13. Smoke 43 planned a pick-up attempt at 1800. JG 56 and 57 had to
leave the S5.R area for an IFE.

14. The pick-up attempt was atorted when JG 32 took fire on the run-in.
No further attempts were made and all Sandy and J0 assets were ordered
to HTE.

15. The Nails immediately started working to pinpoint the survivors
locstion in order to allow them to luy area denial ordnance arougd

the survivor and attact the known and suspected asa positions. King and
Nail airceruft maintuined continuous cover.ge thoughout the night. The
Nails continued to attack gun positions and seal off ingress routes
with area denial ordnance. Spectre alrcraft were also used to supress
ground fire, search for enemy activity, and help pinpoint survivor
positions,

16, Joker requested two Pave Naile be on scene all night but resources
prevented this. One Pave Nail was avallable all night.

17, First light pick-up planning was started at 1500 and the SakCO advie~
ed Jack of the plan and ordnance needed, This plan was firmed up after
the aborted pick-up attempt and ordnance requests were confirmed: 4 A/C
with CBU-42 (QRF), L A/C with CBU=49 (2QRF-2 overheud), end 10 4/C with
BLU-52 (4 &/C QRF-4 A/C overhead). CBU~52 and LGB's were requested for
all night at:acks on Aias TFA resources were diverted as necessary to
meet requirements during the night. The first light plan was to have

I, Sandys, 2 Jollys, ! Pave Nail, 1 Nail, and King at the SaR area 15
minutes before first light, briefed and ready to execute. Two Smoke air-
craft and two additional Jodlys were lauhched 30 minutes later than the
rest of the force to provide continuity of operation for the Jodlys and
smoke available for the first light attempt., 4l1 forces arrived as sched-
uled.

18. at 0540, Sondy.CL experienced difficulty and
C3. Sandy 05 and (6 ??K%r%ﬂﬂﬂshgq to replace them
0605, B 0 P g »
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19. Sandy 01, 0OSC determined the ground fire too intense to attempt a
pick-up and directed the Nails to continue to suppress it while hs trolled
for more ground fire and pinpointed the survivors. During this search,
Sandy 01 took a hit and flew off to one side to allow Sandy 02 to look
him over. He continued after determining the damage was not hazardous.

20. At 0810, Sandy 09 and 10 were alrborne to replace Sandy 01 and 02.
Sandy 05 took OSC from Sandy 01 and continued SAR plan. A} 0BLO, Sandy
07 and 08 were airborne to replace Sandy 85 and 06,

21. One attempt wus made at 0940 to pickup the survivors but were driven
off by AAA. OSandy 09 was (iC. More ordnance wgs expended by the Nails
and one set of Jollys went to the tinker to refuel.

22. At 1020, the pickup attempt wus sturted again with Sandy 09 as on
0SC. On this attempt, the Jollys were on the tree tops for the final
run-in and success fully picked both survivors, The Jollys were escorted
from the SiR are. on the treetops and all forces RTB NKP.

23. The coordination and ecooperation during this SQR was the best I have
ever witinessed. All forces involved should be congratulated for a job
well done.

2L. & SAR conference was convened by Joker foddowing the successfull term-
ination and muny items relaevant to future SAR were discussed. One of the
immediate results of the SAR conference was the return of the Sandys

from Da Nang to NKP. Other results include improved commend and

control instructions. specific coordination instructions for controlling
agencies, )

/ﬁf”l’. f/ 4“;: ;;3;//%

" GEORGE A. LATTE,Maj, USAF
SARCO
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