
l? Feb 72 

i·ITSSION ~L'X3~1'1.: 03-0U2 

C'3.J.::l: ·:r.-.::: E . :cu-::: A~I J RSCt;'./22 y Ol oc:-~~::::) A~·~.'.lI~:Ji Anc?S;·[ :£~;:3ER WITH Tl!E CALL S!GH 
0 ~~ S lirn~G 12 KIL'J • 

N.\~1'.TITT'.!: SU'i~·!A:l'!: At C61SZ the cre•n: o! J°"J.ly CraQn )7 ami Joll:r 0:."een 63 wore noti.i"i~d 
to l;i.'.l."'lCh frw.. Chanr:el 9J.. A!rcraft ware ai:-borne at C625Z an<:! contacted !Ci.•g 2l for ~i..11 
~ricfi.n?,. iln!=: 21 di:ected JC: 57/63 to ;:>roceed to the 270/J?/85, that an 0-2, Si:."ld.c~ l2, 
wa:; de::-.~ an::!. 11;:.ic:.! contact had oeer. o~ta'Jlizhed •rith one of ~he survivor~. JQ $7 ga~ra a 
hingo ti~~ of 09JOZ with an Z::J\ of 08JOZ. S.sr.d;-s 5 and 6 launchec from Channel 9J •:ir-d. 
queried JG 57 ::..r they ~-;ere =.eed.ed for es~o~. JG 57 gave a neg~-ti ·.rs reply and Sand~rs 5/6 
9rocced~d directly :::.o the st!l'Vivor. D-.:r:.nz~ ~h~ !'ligh~ to t~e hole.in~ point we c':>ul:. ho:lr 
::--u.stic 16/::n t.alk to t.h\3 sur7ivo:- and at.tc:::.:;it to pin pci:'l't his position. !U:.g 21 co1:ti."'l.­
u.c.~~ reh.i~ pt:::ti.."'lent i."1fo~~:.ion to JG 57 on t:i.e co:r.ditio:-t of the s-u.rvivor, s~rvivor' s 
;L'-' ... -i:.ion, d:.sta::ce ra;n2.L"'lLi.~ frcnt JG 57 to SU!"Vivor, weathe.!" in the area, and PA and temp. 
~i.;z 2:_!3 ·~o~::--..:...ir,a':.io:i of tr~e Sid fo:-c€:> w:::.s eA~ellen~. :1.t 07552, JC: 57/63 arrived on 
sce~e a;-.d. entered a safe holdinf; ~tte:-r. a~ 220/30/85. Sand:rs 5/6 had pin poi.'"l.ted the 
surv;i..vo:::' s location a:id wers trolli:lg for ~ou.~::i f'!.:-e. S..mdce l2 Kilo reported no grO'.md 
f'i..:.-e .a~d. ~J. net seen nor hc&rd. ar..y mover.ic:lr.t . Sar.d-:l -S b::::..efed ~he surtl..-or and JG- 57 !or 
t:.e :'tm-~.n a."1.d f'-ecovc:::,r. J:J 57 departed. tha holdir.~· !)Oi:."l-.. and descended to t%'ee tcp level r._ t!:e ri.;.."1-~.. Sa:-.dy S v;;:cto::..4 ed JO 57 to the 'survivor ar.d ~d the su....-nvor pop his 
s.~ . J\i 57 c~~:-:a into a hove:::- 07az- t:-.~ :;a;-vivor a":. 50 feet. As the hoi3t staned ~own 
ir, ::iali':..::c'!:tioned C1nd the hoist operator had to use the er.:ercrency o-ver rici.a to lowsr th.e 
p~nct.::-ato:-. As t.."e s'l..:.rVi1,·or w~$ gettin~ on the ::>e:ietro.tor, 3rou:i.d.. fire 1tas received from 
1 ~:ircu:.:h 10 o: clock at 60 tle'.;ers . I':l...'11 e~os ll and #3 ret;irned the 3round fire. The 
CO!!ilot :w~ified the Sandy~ and the:r i~~::edi.itel]' suppressed it ·with anti. porso.nr..el ordan­
a:;cc./H'1;er the St;_r-/"'_·ror WClS clec:::- of :.recs,, JG ~·t ste:-ted to slowly move forward tc a 
cl~.::r ~ren. At CCJJZ, -vhe h~ist operator notii'iad the pilot that the survivor was din 
board ar.d JG 57 de:i)artcd ·c;he area and cli;:;bed to a safe altitude. The survivor was in g-condition with no apparent injl;.~ies 3!::.d this was relayed to King 21. A re!ueli."'lg 
w19'completed on th~ Jhtl/24/85 at 8$00 feet with an on load of 4000 lbs . Kiog 21:·noti- -
i"ied JG 57 /63 to tc.ke the s-...... -vi vor to Cr.a:-.:.cl 102. 'I'he flight wa$ ter::d..."lated z.t 
C'r.annel 102 1 at 1030Z on 17 Feb 72. The survivor was met by an ambulance •. 

I 
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~ ~ ,F'l ~\ C' ~'""I t:I ::n 
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QATE: 17 i'eb 72 

FLIGHT DE~:c:·;.:rrc:~!; King 21 

:V.Is.5I0.N OU~'Ef.TlifE : CoordinAte all SAR .forces to effect reeowry of Sun Dog 
12 Alphc1 and :.iravo person.nt:l , 

ll)CATIO!J: .:...!.2.4N 1042?E 

l. A. 06122 17 Feb 72. 

iJ. 
a.. 

iC:i lHv 
D. 

OE-1/.~ l? . .;-eb "''.: 
None 
N!' ne 
Unl:i.;.:ited ce~ l~!"P., v7..sil..il:\t.y 
3 • i.' I, ""ile$ haze-srr.okt:. 
F.xceiler. t 

E. Exce lle:it 

unrest i-icte<l a.t FL 24.5. 

:"', 0715Z 17 ?e::- 72-11:'41: 104/.?E: DF from s11rvivors r.qdio. 
h~dinv e!1ro11te ~s t.'"I ~ "'1\'.:AN te:\rir.g. Te?'ra:i !'l was £ener&lly 
a few ro:.lir .. - ':ills i?'"l t .hi:: :ir-ea . Hi::..ls ·.i1ere covered with small 
brush. 

Ground vis-

Initiall7, 
flat with 
tree::i and 

G. ~lcne 1mti::. JC ':'? t-1-2~ i.n Lever . He observed ground fire from about 
70 rreter~ awa.v·. S:lndy 5 a.r.··t 6 ex~E-!nded CdU. It Wfl.s effective. Two HH-53 
~nd two Al!:. 

H. r"'i!·ly cal~ <:iuri nf ~hf: locntion phase. Very excited during ~he 
pha.~e when he was positively located and rescued. He effect~d and helped 
his recovt:ry. No :<:ioW"l in~i:ries. 

I. JG 57, hoist with ~itr.f;lt Fenetrator. Other than the ground !ire I 
am not aware of any di~riculities. 

J . T~e nece~sary to go l'ron orhit to survivor for King 21. Same for 
Sandy's and ,;ollys to reach location from CH 93 . 

2. 

K. Hone 
L. King 23 re fueled JG 57 and JG 63. 
~L ¥.:i~ 21 departed area at 0840Z 17 Feb 72. 
N. Lar.d ec CH 70 at 09)52 l: fel 72. 
0. l':or.~ 

Kin~ ?l 
!Unp 2J 

JC:AF:RS 
3~APJiS 

l sortie 
l sortie 

J. 7 llrs . 
4.5 hrSr 

3. '!nknown 

GROUP-4 
Downgraded at 3 y.;:ar intervals., 

!Jcc!assifo.:d al er ·12 ,Yt:'..r!l. 



.40t.h ...aBSq !:U.stor"f, 1 1~ - J1 ~ob 1972 

~ 

eo•t Sav.a 

!UMBER ~ MISSIOi 
136 C.pt J'ohn s. ~ 11 Feb Tl ~ 10% 

137 1!.t. Tho-• iii.. DoblOn 11 Feb 72 Seo "lo:z. 

1J8 .:>Sgt ~.0 111 .m :: . 31lva 17 Feb 72 S1.m i)og 12 

t'.39 c.ipt t-'1.J.Qn a. ~. m 02 :-.ia.r 72 Oov.t1 219 

140 11t !:la"lid G. 3.reskmon 19 :·Lt.r Tl Nill .31 

141 CaptS~Bo~ 19 MAr 72 !i4.1.l .31 

1~ Lt Col o. 1. I.nts 31 !;a. n Spectn 22 

143 Capt .a. CG'dod. .31 !Wr 72 Spectre 22 

144 MAJ D. c. llimll 31 ~tar 72 Sp.at.re 22 

145 Sgt c. nan. 31 Ma:' 72 Specrtn 22 

146 MSgt M. u. host 31 Mar 72 Speotre 22 

147 !4Sgt J. a. Thrllaa.r )1 Mar 72 s~ 22 

u..s Sgt D. T1arcn 31 ?Kr 72 Specstn 22 

149 Sgt)(. ?UGh J1 Mar 72 Spee t:.1:-. 22 

1SO Capt c. c. lc'm8oJl, Jr. 31 Mar 72 Specrt.n 22 

151 3Sgt ~. Dlmo.i )1 Mar 72 Specrt.H 22 

1S2 Coipt .!!. J.a7burn J1 lfar 72 Sp.ctn 22 

153 Sgt S. :a. 3M'f9a 31 Mar 72. Spect.H 22 

154 ~pt w. J. Fulk 31~72 Spectre 22 

21 



rescue 
1 was able to quickly locate 
couple . The pilot reported 

ier he nor his passeniteT wete 
l the Hercules pilot elected 
: the hella>ptet' to arrive. 
~ H-3 arnved, the HeTCUles, 
,ooo f'eet. above, be~an dnlp· 
u te fl.ares to i llundnate the 

just about like day Uy.ht 
.'' says Maj. John Gill, pilot 
.icopter. ''Those flaTes ate 
1t. If you hsve to use the 
ghts on a resa.ie, yoo of ten 

I wbJ. teOiJ t c:QQdi tiai becaJM 
lash is w!Upp~ up the sncw. 
: flares eliminate that pro-

also light up a lot of the 
: c.cJl.mt rys iiX so YCll can te 11 
1te. l t 11\akes the whole oper­
•t safer and eti.SieT ," said 

"We -...icn able to set dawn 
to the aircraft md ma.Ice the 
no pt'Qb lems." 

ear bores 
ul&s e.stimated altitudil and 
T tha left ai:rplanes. With 
d Wonaatim, ti» 1-C· llO 
mate of the lost plaes l~ 
stablish radio aintact with 

ula ~ instructed the two 

alt.er caµse IDd directed 
FlOTH !sl.md. 

mated pasitica was acmrate, 
OMtroU.•s had cand.m>ed m 
they wc:Qld have missed the 

early 300 lld.les. 

ules iAU1rC19pted the !JU.ll 
i c:h we,-. tpproxilna tel y ?O 
n, n., baa and forth be· 
to keep voiO!I CQ'\tad: &t all 
an- visual contact. 
rakH's were esCOT'ted over 
lfbere it was detennined they 
ly «ntirlJe to Santa ,_•ria, 
safely landed. 

Pa11 4 

Surrounded sergeant 
saved by 40th ARRS, 

TAN ~ MiUT AB, !Ml •• An Air Fon:e 
staff sa1"1ean~ ~ rescued aft.el" bail· 
in& out of a disabled 0-2 fol'Wllrd air 

c;ontTol air<:nft md spending twO mid 
me ba lf hours on t:M trot.JDd surramdtd 
by hos ti le f on:es • 

SS!Jt .. Willi• E. Silva, an airbonw 
mi.tpteter af the 21.st Tactic.al Air 
Support Squadrca, ballad cart of tho 
ain:raft. 'fhel\ the pilot WU killed by 
ea.my gnutd fire. He 1-nded west of 
Phnan Penh. 

Mltciwhile, a resa.. foTCe of two Su­
per Jolly Green Ci.mu, A·l Skyraiden 
and an HC· 130 Hercules was headiDg to­
w&Tib the dmmed ai rm&. 

When t.Jw resa.Jers arrived, they were 
anet•d by a barrage of pfire fl'all 
Ct11111Jnis t gmners. The A• ls spotted 
Scrgemt Silva after cnly two or ~ 
minutes and tben tried to subcbe the 
eDeJl1Y gusU'ire arQ.lnd him. 

He was Te$CJed by an l+l-S3 SUper 
Jolly Green Gimt of the 40th Aerospaee 
Rasaa. &cl Recovery Squadran. 

WbeJl Scrpct Silva reached the 
grq.md he found CCll'lll.mist troq>s all 
arcuid him. He was Ible to c:muc:t a 
r:>e. aircn£t in the area and advised 
tha pilot of his situad.Q'I. 

While the Skyraiden \118?'9 tafr4 
c;are af mst of the carmm.ist oppoSi~ 
tiC11, cze of tbt l+l·Sls ~d bl for 
il'9 piclcup. 

Tb.e Ki·S3 fllibt enpn~r, Sgt. 
Geot"p Wright. loweTed the junile pene• 
tTatoT and S.rgemt Silva cliri>ed cn it 
ad was hoUted lboard the belic.opter, 
which thm hNded for safety. 

Other c;niw•nO.ts of tbe Super Jolly 
Green Ci.at llllld.na tn. resOJe were Maj. 
Fted Hartstein, airaaft coama:nder; 
Cmpt. Dlvid Pllmlbed:ar, copilot; md 
Staff Serpants Gary P. Bryant and Gary 
Osbon», pararesc:utma.. 

ts save mea stranded on Pol•r Ice Cap 
t>. the 
flCQ.Dl• 

ons and 
he he· 

as, ''1\othing but white•every-
.. t...~ - • • l.JU.Ug. 

Low an fuo l, the H.erwles 
returned to Elmendorf and a 
seccnd "Tesc:ue bircJ'1 was sent 
• ,. 4,.;,.. ...... n....... ~.. .. ..... 

downed helicq>ter's location 
vi th the HerCJles sophisti· 
c:&ted tlect'""1iC equipment. 

The men had set down when 
their fuel SUD'Olv ran low • 

11 fFB 7~ 
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SEMBACH All, GC?rrrl.itnv · 
SS«it Joel Hardee s:iw a hand 
st1<'k1ng out of a grat.- 1n ,1 Mal 
dlule and his quick a<'l1011 ,a..,td 
'he Ill c of 3 CHtnan work1n11n , 

The mari h;,id be<'ll t>uri~d wtH•1. 
he tell into lbe chute while it w:.i~ 
~1ng hll1'11 al Kf'lley B:trr<>C"ks 
SluUprt. ni..1 wa~ w!leo H.irde• 
ca~ by. He yelled for help am 
will\ !l'.'Vl!'ral 'loldien·· rwarby du~ 
U1c man oul Tht Gt>rman ~ur 
rued onl} .;i broken arm ill'I( 
brut~t~ 

Upon thi!i; ' arriv•I. b;is.e . corn 
· mander O>I. R.o~rl E. Whitin1 
weJromt'd tbo'n and said hf' b~ 
they would gain better work ~b 
its durinr tbclr s~. 

The COTp$met\ will be at Har 
dolph ror thr~ months art. 
wbw:b they wlU 1-euarn to the 
loat ~munltles and IM' plar1 

.in U\ell' j<ib s~i:alilies ______ ........ , . .....,._, 

•' 

.,. ~You,~vc.impor~t·work to do. And 
. .-Y:<?t;a~l:Clo ':four best.if you don't h2vc other 

"' . djiiigS'~on yori'r inind. Ljkc: a stack of 
1
,, •• •d'bilJ .. ·\ .~u.npa1 _·.. s. . , 

I -- .¢- '\ .. . ..,- I ti 

We. c0nsolidate bills. Pay them off. Cut 
monchJ.y pay1"9ents .. And still give people 

· ext.r:tcasli. :ro handle an em~rgcncy. For a 
·rrip home. Color TV. Wharevcr. 
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~r 1 rrr·1r1 rA L 1 J2 

Jlll'HOR 02 

(C) On 17 Febr1,UU7, a SAR was declared for Jtmior ¢2 and 

Sandys. ¢7/¢8 latDlched from DaNan~ at 1 J55I.. The Sandy flight 

flew to the last known positon of Junior ¢2, 3J8/32/10J, feet 

wet just North of the DMZ. Tho Jolly Greens orbited in the India 

Orbit area while the Sandys perfo i1'!led their visual/ communications 

142 search along the North Vietnamese coast as far North as Dong Hoi. 

(C) Tl'\e Sa.ndys observed several SAM firings while they were 
I 

searching th~t da;r. F.ach time they worked to within three or .four 

miles of the coast a SAM radar wo. :1d come up. No SA.Ms were fired 

directly at the Sandys. liihile searching, the Sandys did observe 

a direct hit on an F-4 by a SAM. The airc!'aft disintegrated and 

no parachutos were seen nor was radio contact ever estahlish"!d 

with the crew. 143 

(C) The Sandys searched for more than three hours for 

Jurri.or ¢2, but no visual or radio contact was ever established. 

King recalled the J oily Greens at 1 7001 and the Sandys at 1740l •• 

The SAR was terminated for lack of an objective .
144 

142 . SARCO Roport f or J1mior ¢2 , 16 Feb 72, (Doc 64) . 
14J . Ibid. 
1114 . Ibid. ,,. .. 

-SQNFIDENilAL 
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ce:Nf l eEttllAL 
JUNIOH 02 16 Feb 72 

Sund;y 7 U:n<i 8 wero l~unched •t 1355L (NKPti.JIAe), 17 Feb 72, oft Ch. 77 .. 
We were direotc,ed bi Queon to the Iii.dia orbit 4'l"ea, teet-wet from Cb 103. As 
wo roached t.he •roa we \1ero told ttiw.t Junior 02' s l.aut known position was .fnet- ' 
wet. east or ~t Dake. We were M.Okdd to ooa.roh t.he w-ca u.rourid JJS/32/10~ Sand;{ 
7 and 8 .proceoded to the area w~\1 the Jo~s ~ed~at· the • Indiu. o~~it. . · 

Sandy 7 uncl88 conducted a cobii/\'iuual oo~h for aurvivoro until 1700L, 
\lo aoal:'chcJ tho arou from Ch 103 u~ th~ ooaot as far aB Dong Hoi, a.o. clon~ to the 
coast as Vie dt.i.rcd co. Our Goarch ~iA.ttcrn included the area .from Ch 103 t.o !long 
lloi, caot.W~rd to the 360/5-0/103, aM then back to Ch 10). Ho aig~ted nothing 
'1.lld hoa:..~l nothine from ·th~ eurviv~, if there were any. 

1tJhilo wo woro .ocurching for J 
SAU ju~ north ->f' the DMZ. Tho P­
c l:utol'! woro obocrve<.l by ott1er lnCl'll · 

oxtabliah~d with Fa) ::C'a 7 4. .. 

or 02, Fal.con .74 took a direct hit from a 
exploded and disintrierated in th~ air •. no 

->ot~1tt.>l~,n~., ... ~ ru.di~ contac:.t w~· ever 

; .. 
No firo was obacryed by eitho 7 or S. EaCh ti.mo wo would :work 01:11" way 

within J-l+'milea or tne coast, ·the ·sruf oitos would. come up. 11no . tiring . .observed 
:!.n our direction. · · .. f: .. -.: · . .. .. 

. . ~: . ; . 
iJ· These ~'1'8 apparently have a·good back-log of SAM1s and don 1 t · ~u~~ ~are what 

tbe:y shoot at nor what our reaction will be .to them. . · . · 

Sandy .7 {iU'ld S '·a~ the Jo~o ~re RT~1d by:~ .22 at. 1700L. Seven and o~ght 
recovered at Ch Tl at 17 AOL. ~ · · · . · · - · 

(JN'- '~4:~·~ 
(;apt , WlM YI.EN 7 
Lt, SCOTT · 8 

·' I 
:.: I .. 

e6N FI B_EPJTIAL 

·i 
0 .. »:'t"l:~~~1• G!OUP.' · 

.- ~~d~d at 3 y~1r :.-+, .. J"~'"~· ... 
Dfrt:113ifird :off;-.. n ~ .. ... <' .. 

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED
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V1t.:lnam Wai- Aircran Losses 

'p 4~~j[3B)e_c 1971 _j~-40 ){BvN_ j~ol~ 2~ ___ _Jtapt j(~!<-~I~~-.. ,..=.;;;-~=;;-o=------ --- --.-=Jj=Ko=o=ns=D=F~. _........--']=(=I L=t ==:=)=· =~=IA;;:..;;--=· =-

EJI 26 Dec 1971 -tV-1 o~ P. E~her L. E. _ _JE.] ~r~t:med) ·--· .. 

jl431 !131Dec1971 JF-40 .. jLAOS_)Duggan W. Y. Maj KIA Is trtter F~ J. 
..., 

i!Capt_=:J(@E 

llu I~ ~Rescued 
llVenables R. K. l!Capt ![Rescued 

=1fDobson T. W. l 1 Lt Rescued 

I Galati R. W. I Lt POW (retur 

jSilva W. E. SS gt scued 

I Fraser K. l Capt IPOW (retur 

=:J(~-Iawley E. A. ]!§pt llJ>ow (retur 

]Rusch S. A. lllLt jjMIA 

p432 20 Jan 1972 llRF-4C . ]LAOS lu u __ !Rescued ljAA Helo 

lt433 20 Jan 1972 Jt-4E !ILAOS !Davis O. l Jr fCapt !!Rescued !!Army Helo 

p434 10 Feb 1972 lff-4E llLAOS llMurphy J. S. !~]!Rescued II 
~16hltm f~ ~ti-~~L 1~~~~~~:~~=)~===~~====~==~=== 

~It 7 Feb 1972 lj0-2 lfU IK:hristy R. W. I Lt KIA 

EJI 17 Feb 1972 JIF-IOSG IEJcutter J. D. Capt ~r~:med) 
11438 ljl 7 Feb 1972 118 . . JfNVN jprwin R. H. ___ ]Maj llMIA ~ 
11439 ll 2 Mar 1972 ljOV-lOA j(LAOS llLong M. H. !(Capt !(Rescued I 

p440 II 6 Mar 1972 llF-4E ]LAOS !IHowell C. A. llILt llKIA II 

Boretsky S. L. (Capt !!Rescued 

jCapt _]KIA 
lltLt IJMIA 

1441 14Mar1972 ~]LAOS ]!Hardy A.H. IP Lt llMIA I 
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11445 I 28 Mar 1972 IAC-130A ILAOS JRamsower I. B. Maj MIA I llWanzel C. J. 

p446 I 30 Mar 1972 K: -130E ILAOS I Fulk W. 0. Capt Rescued _ jBolling E. N. 

jt447 112 Apr 1972 ll0-2A llSea llAbbot R. L !@ ]Rescued jjUSN I 
~====~?=====~~======;.-===;-;;;;:====;== 

(1448 l[ 2 Apr 1972 ]EB-66C l~JjBolte W. L. II§[ ]MIA IL ]!Hambleton r. E. llLtCol llResGued 

813Apr197..:_ .. __ , ___ JE~-IOA IEll~.~n.~~~~o~_::V.J: __ _ JFl~r~~e~)_J ] §lark M. N . . ···-- IE:JEes~ued 
l~_?._Q_J[fAp~_! ~?.~ J~_Y-:JO".' ___ ___][SYN Jwalker __ ~.: .. c . .. _ .. JI L1 ~1.~---·-·--··---[ . _ ... JI.~~~~~-~· ... ~.: ... ___ _J(t Lt2 ___ JM.IA 
p451 lfi&r .! .. ~?.3 .J[-40 ____ ....... )[~AOS J!Banks 'V!..· M. Jr __ ...Jcapt ~es~~e~ ____ [____ _ ____ Jl!ac_?bs M .: .. ~~ ..l[~apt J~escued __ 

]!§pt !!Rescued 

J(_POW (ret~ 
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CUTTER, JAMES DICKINSON 

Name: James Dickinson Cutter 
Rank/ Branch: United States Air Force/03 
Unit.: 308 TFW 
Date of Birth: 23 November 1940 
Home City of Record: Stillwater OK 
Date of Loss: 17 Febraury 1972 
Country of Loss: North Vietnam 
Loss coordinates: 1065300 North 1065000 East Quang Binh (really DMZ) 
Status (in 1973): Returnee 
Category: 
Aircraft/Vehicle/Ground: Fl05G 
Missions: 
Other Personnel in Incident: Kenneth Fraser, Returnee 
Refno: 1797 

Source: Compiled by P.b.w. NETWORK from one or more of the following: raw 
data from U.S. Government agency sources, correspondence with POW/MIA 
families, published sources, interviews. 

REMARKS: 730328 RELEASED BY DRV 

SOURCE: WE CAME HOME copyright 1977 
Captai n and Mrs. Frederic A Wyatt. (USNR Ret), Barbara Powers Wyatt, Editor 
P.o.w. Publications, 10250 Moorpark St., Toluca Lake, CA 91602 
Text is reproduced as found in the original publication (including date and 
spelling errors) . 

JAMES D. CUTTER 
Captain - United States Air Force 
Shot down: February 17, 1972 
Released: March 28, 1973 

What a tremendous feeling of elation on March 28, 1973! That was the day 
that I was released with 39 other American POW's by North Vietnam. It was a 
joyous day but was just the beginning of a tremendous welcome home by 
Americans near and far. We were told that the welcome home would continue to 
get bigger and better as we returned to the United States, but I never could 
have dreamed of the overwhelming reception awaiting us. Thanks to the good 
Lord and the courage and perseverance of President Nixon, we are home today. 

My life began on 23 November 1940, when I was born at Ft. Knox, Kentucky. My 
dad was in the Army but has since retired in Stillwater, Oklahoma. He is 
coaching swimming and Mother is teaching English at Oklahoma State University. 
My two brothers and sister, all younger, attended Oklahoma State University 
too. I have a wonderful wife, Jinny, and two fine boys-Jimmy, 10 and Keith, 8. 

I attended North Carolina State College, receiving a BS degree in Industrial 
Management and a commission in AFROTC in 1962. In October 1963,1 received my 
pilot's wings at Moody AFB, Georgia. I spent the next six years flying a 
KC-135 at Ellsworth AFB, South Dakota and Seymour Johnson AFB, North Carolina. 
The fall of 1969, I headed for McConnell AFB, Kansas to fly the F-105, 
affectionately known as the "Thud." This was the beginning of a long sought 
after dream. After the completion of F-105 training, our class was held at 
McConnell AFB because the single seat Thuds were coming home. The summer of 
1971, I received my assignment to Southeast Asia in the F-105 Wild Weasel. I 
was finally going to see it from the other end after having supported the 
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Thuds and ot her fighters for fifteen months while in the KC-135 tanker. 

[ was at Korat AB, Thailand from July 1971 until I was shot down by a SAM 
(surface-to- air-missile) over North Vietnam on 17 February 1972. I spent the 
first month in solitary at the Hanoi Hilton before being moved to the Zoo with 
my backseater . The remainder of my 13 « months as a POW were spent at the Zoo 
except for a month at Chri stmas during the bombing that ended the war. 

It was a tough decision for our President to make, but one that I feel was 
right. The North Vietnamese have once again shown their true colors and 
intentions by breaking the Peace and Agreements. There's no conceivable reason 
why we can't have our MIA's and KIA's back except that they probably don't 
want us to see their preparations for continued fighting. Why all the 
construction and building of roads, warehouses, barracks, AAA and SAM sites, 
and large numbers of North Vietnamese troops in Northern South Vietnam? 
There's a lot more, but that's just one of their violations. It seems that the 
signing of the Agreements by the North Vietnamese is only a continued attempt 
to still conquer South Vietnam after the defeat they suffered at Christmas of 
1972. Their memory is certainly shortlived. 

November 1996 
James cutter retired from the United States Air Force as a Major. His wife's 
name is Jinny. 

If you know of the where - a - bouts of this former Prisoner of War, please 
contact the P.O.W. NETWORK at 660-928-3304 or email info@pownetwork.org 

~;=;=======;= ;===;==========~================== 

Subject: Refno: 1797 CUTTER, JAMES DICKINSON 
Date: Mon, 5 Feb 2001 13:14:20 -0800 
From: "DeLuca, Brian L" <ketone64@home.com> 

I have no knowledge of Jim's whereabouts these days - but this might be an 
otherwise i nteresting tidbit. 

I met Jim at Travis AFB, while boarding a Seaboard World Airlines contract 
flight "meatwagon", carrying troops to SEA in early Summer '71. Jim and I 
shared adjacent seats in the front - he was headed to his FlOS tour and I to 
my RF-4C tour at Udorn RTAFB, as a Reece AC. We were well cared for on that 
flight. By wonderful coi nc i dence, four of the flight attendants were my 
neighbors in my apartment house in Fairfield CA, when I was there as a C-141 
copilot Feb 69-Feb 70. After that flight - we said our goodbyes and went to 
our respective tours. 

The next time I had contact with Jim was on the mission on which he was shot 
down. He was I ronhand support on station for a particularly dicey Reece 
mission, for which I got one of my two DFCs. I didn't know it was Jim until 
I got back to Udorn and checked the Intel info. I was happy to see his 
return - but never made contact. 

It would be nice if that could happen - just to trade hellos and stories. 

Ciao! 
Brian L . DeLuca 
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FRASER, KENNETH JAMES 

Name: Kenneth James Fraser 
Rank / Branch: United States Air Force/03 
Unit: 
Date of Birth: 1 September 1941 Brooklyn NY 
Home City of Record: New York NY 
Date of Loss: 17 February 1972 
Country of Loss: North Vietnam 
Loss Coordinates: 165300 North 1065000 East (Quang Binh (really DMZ ) 
Status (in 1973) : 
Category: 
Aircraft/Vehicle/Ground: Fl05G #8333 
Missions: 
Other Personnel in Inci dent: James Cutter, returnee 
Refno: 1797 

Source: Compiled by P.O.W. NETWORK from one or more of the following: raw 
data from U.S. Government agency sources, correspondence with POW/MIA 
families, published sources, interviews. 

REMARKS: 730328 RELEASED BY ORV 

SOURCE: WE CAME HOME copyright 1977 
Captain and Mrs. Frederic A Wyatt (USNR Ret ) , Barbara Powers Wyatt, Editor 
P.O.W. Publications, 10250 Moorpark St., Toluca Lake, CA 91602 
Text i s reproduced as found in the original publication (including date and 
spelling errors) . 

KENNETH JAMES FRASER 
Capta i n - United States Air Force 
Shot Down: February 17, 1972 
Released: March 28, 1973 

I was born 1 September 1941 in Brooklyn, New York. I was graduated from 
Brooklyn Technical High School in 1959. I attended Hunter College for two 
years, then transferred to the City College of New York. I majored in 
electri cal engineering, and was graduated in 1964. After graduation I 
entered the Air Force and was commissioned in December, 1964. I have been 
stationed in Alabama, Mississippi, Maryland, California, New Hampshire and 
Louisana. In 1971, I was assigned to Southeast Asia as an F-105 navigator. I 
was shot down on my 90th mission on 17 February, 1972 over Quan Bihn 
Province, North Vietnam by a SAM. At this point I suffered amnesia which 
lasted for a period of four to seven days. My arm was broken. I was released 
on 28 March, 1973. 

I have three children; my sons are 11 and 2; my daughter is six. My mother 
still resides in New York. My plans for the future are to remain in the Air 
Force and enjoy life with my family. 

Looking back on my captivity (which was short, only thirteen months), I 
would say that the thing that sustained me was knowing that I was not alone. 
When I first regained consciousness in Hanoi, I was in a cell by myself, but 
I was not alone. On the wall above the door, someone had scratched a cross. 
God was with me. The one who left the cross was with me. Before I was shot 
down I was not a deeply religious person, but during my captivity, I became 
closer to God. Since my return I have found and brought JESUS CHRIST into my 
life and have come to the realization that I am alive today because of HIS 
love. His Spirit lives today in each of us who let Him! 
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My wife and children also kept me from being alone. They were in my thoughts 
constantly. My thoughts of them and our plans for the future helped me pass 
many an hour. 

During my captivity, I developed a greater appreciation for this wonderful 
country of ours. I realized how much more the freedoms we enjoy in America 
mean to me-especially now, after being deprived of them. 

May God bless all those countless Americans who ensured that POW/MIA's were 
not forgotten men. May we all continue to strive for a complete accounting 
of our MlA's. 

December 1996 
Kenneth and h i s wife Anne reside in Florida. 

http://www. pownetwork. org!bios/f/f069 .htm 11/25/01 
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So..ndy 'l u.n<l fl ,~,·rn :a•mch~rl ou~, oi' ch; .. nnel '7'/ "Jith Jo.lly r:reen '12 Ci.nd 
65 ~t 1 J.l15L Ni<P ti:·,o . •\.ll. tlrt1t!u ,J.rc NKP lnc • .:.l tillle . T8kcof f time for 7 ilnd 
e W~5 1455J.. The ,Jolly-; pror~~c!"d to ,'). holdi.nB point O~J.st./fcet-wet of Ch 103. 
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.• r-::.cr &.p~roxirn<Ltcly one l.ou:.~ in t!'la .:ire;.;., tho Sk~·r thre<..t w;,;.s .gctcing 
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1000 r.i.'ltct,G and San::iy 7 ·:::. 6 o 1 clo c!c c:.t 5CO m:ter~ . The Sd·! contru.il looked en 
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SCHWERTFEGER, WILLIAM R. 

Name : William R. Schwertfeger 
Rank/B~anch: 03/United States Air Force, pilot 
lJnit: '133:-d TFS 
Date o: Birth:22 September 1945 
Home City of Record: Enid OK 
Date o: Loss: 16 February 1972 
Country o~ Loss: North Vietnam 
Loss Coordinates: 170900 North 1064600 East 
Status !in 1973): Returnee 
Catego::-y: 
Aircra::t/\Jehicle/Ground: F4D 
Missions: 350 
Other Personnel in Incident: Ralph Galati, returnee 

Source: Compiled by P.O.W. NETWORK from one or more of the fol lowing: raw 
data fro~ U.S. Government agency sources, correspondence with POW/MIA 
families, published sources, interviews . 

REMARKS: 730328 RELEASED BY ORV 

SOURCE. w~ CAME HOME copyright 1977 
Captain and Mrs . Frederic A Wyatt (USNR Ret), Barbara Powers Wyatt, Editor 
P.O.W. P·.ibllcations, 10250 Moorpark St., Toluca Lake, CA 91602 
Text is n!produced as found in t.he original publicat ion (including date and 
spelling ~:rrors ). 

UPDATE - 09/95 by the P.O.W. NETWORK, Skidmore, MO 

WILLIAM R. SCHWERTFEGER 
Captain - United Stat.es Air Force 
Shot Down: February 16, 1972 
Releasud: March 28, 1973 

I was hor:1 in En.id, Oklahoma on 22 September 1945 to Dean and Jean 
Schwertfeger. I lived on a farm in Northern Oklahoma until I was thirteen. 
We then mc>ved to Medford, Oklahoma. I went to Medford High School and 
gra!'.]uat.ed in 1963. I th.en went to College at Oklahoma State University and 
graduated in 1967 with a BS in Physical Science. I was commissioned through 
ROTC and a.ttended Pilot Training at Vance AFB, Oklahoma. After receiving my 
Wings , I went to the F-4 at George AFB, California. I was then assigned to 
the Bth TFW, <B3rd TFS, Ubon, Thailand. My first Southeast Asia tour was as 
a GIB E'rom August 1969 to June 1970. I then returned to George AFB t.o 
upgrade ar~d returned to the 433rd TFS in April 1971. 

I was married to Vonya on 22 March 1969. She stayed in Caldwell, Kansas 
during both my Southeast Asia tours. We have no children. 

I was shot down on the 16th of February 1972 just north of the DMZ by two 
SAMs. My GIB (Lt. Ralph Galati) and I ejected safely. We arrived at the 
"Hanoi Hilton" on :!.7 February 1972. we had been captured by the local 
militia .. : was imprisoned for thirteen and a half months. 

During my time in Hanoi , my love , and kr.owledge of God increased greatly. 
During my stay , God was there at my side to hold my hand and lead the way so 
we all cot:ld "Return with Honor!" 

I am planning a trip to the Bahamas f·::>r some rest and sun. I then plan on 
being assigned to Nellis AFB, Nevada. Since I've returned home I am doing 
all 1 can to help with the MIA situation. Each time I speak anywhere r plead 
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GALATI, RALPH W. 

Name: Ralph w. Galati 
Rank/Branch: 02/United states Air Force 
tJnit: 433rd TFS. 
Date of Birth: 22 ~arch 1948 
Home City of Record: Chester PA 
Date of Loss: 16 February 1972 
Country of Loss: North Vietnam 
Loss coordinates: 170900 North 1064600 East 
Status (in 1973): Returnee 
Category: 
Aircraft/Vehicle/Ground: F4D 
Missions: 69 
Other Personnel in Incident: William Schwertfeger, returnee, pilot 

Source: Compiled by P.O.W. NETWORK from one or more of the following: raw 
data from U. s. Goveniment agency sources, correspondence with POW/MIA 
families, published sources, interviews. 

REMARK.S: 730328 RELEASED BY DRV 

SOURCE: WE CAME HOME copyright 1977 
Captain and Mrs. Frederic A Wyatt (USNR Ret), Barbara Powers Wyatt, Editor 
P.O:W. Publications, 102$0 Moorpark St., Toluca Lake, CA 91602 
Text is reproduced as found in the original publication (including date and 
spelling errors). 
UPDATE - 09/95 by the P.O.W. NETWORK, Skidmore, MO 

RALPH w. GALATI 
1st Lieutenant- United Stat.es Air Force 
Shot Down : February 16, 1972 
Released: March 2S,1.973 

Date of Birth: 22 March 1948. 

Place: Darby, Pennsylvania. 

Schools: St. James High School, Chester, Penns'yl vania. Graduated 1.966 . . St. 
J·oseph's College, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania .. Graduated 1970 with a B.S. 
degree in English. 

Military Ser-Vice: Navigator Training, Mather AFB from May 1970 to March 
1971. F-4 R.T.U. George AFB from March 1971 to September 1971. Southeast 
Asia Tour, Ubon RTAFB, 25th T.F..s., 69 combat missions, member Wolf FAC.fast 
FAC l?rogram. Shot down 16 F.ebruary 1972 flying F-4D . Released 28 March 
1973. 

Family: Married former Rosemary Hatten on 26 December 1970. One child: 
daughter, ChJ;isti_ne Marie born on 10 February 1972. 

My period of captivity served as an awakening for nie. I grew to understand 
myself better - especially during my 75 days. in solitary conf.inement , I now 
appreciate· things more fully - my family, my work, and life in general. 
Looking into myself, I saw my faults and my weaknesses ano t:i::ied to overcome 
them. But I could not -do i .t completely on my own. Prayer, and a renewed., 
strengthened faith in God were my foundations. Living and loving life to t .he 
fullest, and helping my family to do this with me, is my main ambition. I 
consider myself quite fortunate, since I was lucky enough to come horn~. Many 
of our family and friends did not. I have an opportunity available to me 

bttp://www.pownetwork.org/bios/g/g092.btm 
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that very few human beings are permitted-the chance to begin life anew, "A 
second chance." Bel ieve me , nothing, is more precious than our American way 
of life. We are fortunate to live in the land of freedom, an intangible too 
often taken for granted. For me it is now a time for thanksgiving and a 
time to share with you all the freedom, happiness, and peace in our American 
way of life . 

December 1996 
Ralph and Rosemary reside in Pennsylvania. 
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