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OAT,!!;: ~ Jan 72 

MISSION i~\.~lli~'i D-J-006-20 Jan 72 

AIRCMFT D~IGNATION: King 22 

-' MlS:JION 013.J~TIV~:' Bullwhip 26 (F-4) 

LOCATION: · l919N 1034.l.~ L .. 
Di..-· - ·· -

:JAV~ 2 Combat 
-· 3/ i)t;etf@ 

On 20 Jan 72 at 0840Z while on Klug 22 orbit wo were advie~ by Hillaboro 
to contact Cricket on pr1ma.ry VHF. Upon contact we were told that bullwhip 
26, an F-4, we.a overdue his ops normal in tbe PDJ area. He had l..&st.. re­
ported oft the tanker at OWOZ and had been heard t..alld.ng on "W}lisk97" . 
frequency- to Nail 12 at. 06022 . " · 

' ' 
' 

lie adViised Cricket to t'ind out his laot working are.a and it he had been 
t4lldng to anyona. A Fast FAG was rttqueetGd to covttr hia area. in hopeo of 
hoaring a beopor. 

. " .. 
·.At· 0905Z Nail 12 was airerheo.rd talking on guard to Bullwhip. A.t, 0910Z · 
confirmation that both survivors were safe was recaiv~d trca · ~ail l2. A~ 
thia time Jolly Greens at NKP (pruviously alerted) were 1crambled. Sandioo }-
would be otr within JO m.inutoe due to maintenance .. 

: . 
Discroto UHF (JlJ.2) was obtained from Brigham and Cridket was bro11'5h\·. over 
(See probl011l area). Nail 12 then advised both survivors to come up Delta > 
frequency (282.8). Nail l2 then locatdd both survivors at · coordinates t.n-i;~ 
615359. Both. were in good shape, close together, and nei the.r hoatilo fire-· 
nor. enemy activity was reported in their area. .,:,. 

' ... 
lUlncho night ( F-4) was diverted for the SA.tt but was so low on tu~l that< 
they wctre iromediately :sent to the tanker. No other fast mover aircraft . 

, war• available except. 1''alcon 84, who was put into holding. MlG CAP (Pa~ 
and Gunfighter) nights wer.eou.t:.ained and positioned. All i'equeat:;e tor.·•, ::-. 
olow mover ordn&nce brougbt negative results due to the lack or actiYit7 !in" 

. the &rM• , . . 

: A. request ·,was put through Cricket to check with Air America {AA) and ti~d· 
out it an7 hello~pt01· s were operating in the area. However, after 3 min­
utos with still no word· :from Crickt1t regarding this request, IU~ 22 made 
& call on guard for any Ai.c· America helicopter in t he aroa or Xian~khoang 
Ville to come up JlJ.2. Air America· helicopters PHC, PFH and lJF adviaed 
they were olose to that. position and ~TA would be &bou~ 09JSZ. z~. . 

.'.• . ' 

Nail l2 advioed that if we could get the heloo to t.he SAA area fa.at ~nougn 
a auoceaatul atraction might be accomplished. Coordinate:i of tho SAA ocane 
llero .paoaed to the hell.copters as \JG 6J eo ae not to compromise thu p<>oition. 

- ,_ 
. . . . . .. _,, 

I :-CLA~2:Fl::D -----~----
"\----~.....:.....-

} 



DA'l'~: 20 Jan 72 

j' 
I 

MIS$I.ON NUMl..>l!lt 1,... J-006-20Jan '12 

AikCKAFT D.c.SIGNA'l'ION: King 22 

MISSION OW.ct;T1V6: Uullwhip 26 

LUCATION: l919N 10J41~ 

SA V.c.S: 2 Gomoat 

PkObLcM AlrnA!.> cllt.:OUNTc.h.::U: 

l. At the start of 1fho m.ission L,u.ing,only as far !iOuth ali LJ9(Savannak.hot) 
was enouth to nullify any dirt:ct communication with Cricket. It wao at 
luast 15 1tti.nutes befor13' rt./T contact. was tjstablishcd. 

2. During thtt initial SAh pha.ae CricktJt was rt:iquired to perform Kings 
dut.ies. Howovttr, whon Kine 22 arrivud on SCtjOl:l t;ricket app1:1ared hesitant. 
in rttllnquishing ent.ire cont.col of t.ht: mi as ion. Throughout the misoion 
Cricket insist1:1~ on not going ov1Jr to discrt.it.,,, UHF 1.1ut staying on 282. 8 and 
primary VH1''. Crickets assit;ning :51\u rt1soul'cos frt:1quencios without notifing 
King caused othdr communica t.ions µ1·oulwns . How over, Crickets ini tlal out.­
standing .. handling of t.hu SAu cannot go urmoticud. 

3~· Nail 12 brought all the AA hl:!licoµt~rs ovur to VHF freq. 12J.l. I 
don't know where he got this freq., if it was chance oc policy. I fuel he 
was probably told IJy rescue forces at NKP that. this freq . is SAJ:t VHF. Thie 
caust!d prolllems wh\!n uotn tht:j Jolli.:s and Sandies checked in. briefing 
could not be accomplished until both J allies and ~ndies wure sent t.o 
discrete GCI. ''JACK" was then r~quil'~d Lo use HF to talk with King 22. It 
waa decided thaL moving Nail and llelicoptttrs t.o yet another VHF freq. would 
cause nore problems than it was worth. So King let him use 12).l until the 
pickup was accomplished. Suegest. Nail forces at NKP be advisttd what 123.l 
is used tor and to request.. Vlff freq •. from King is dusired. 

SUGGJ.!STIONS: One S.Att aircraft can not effdctively cover the entire S.ci.\ 
conflict. This has been shown time and again. With increasE1d activit7 or 
the dry ,season and the present AAA pictu1·0 in Stea l Tiger two aircraft are 

now requir/I I ( ~ - n 
~~~~ Class!:'ie<i by 

:J-..."3 JE:--~ ~o ,., :'\,::: .. ,::::::>~ ·'' -:---. - ----
. A. HASScl..L, Captain, USAF " ... ~ \1'..:.. .. ..!...~,. D'EIC:.:-.:·:t; .. ::;~ 'i"~ -TOJf 

Aircra ft COltill.a.."lder/Airborne Mission Commander ~~Fil>-~ . .3 ·: J .: .. i .;J'd7. : .. ,.:z ·~;;: ~,~=;·,;_·.:.~3~­
A.i'u.1.ti:·. : :c.~ _ ,[;: iJOi<;'liG.RA.C.W AT T'f.!O . 
~ !:' :::.:.~'l.AiiS. . . 
JlECLASS I.21:.D O·N f / '{) (::2: If 2?>. 

\-=- ~ . ·-
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·~~~.~.~~~~'~R;~M~~·~~.~~:r;.;~~~:~~~~~~-~~~~~7c--Rt.CI.MAA. 7 . . 

;o 20l3'ff0Z' .·JAN. 7Z _ ... r;.:: ~-/':·!~~' ',' !;. ~O·' .. 

FM oi.. s 3ARRGP uooRN R-rilra THAILAND 
TO RUEFHQA/CSAF I AFXOT2.B .. , !:; 
~UHHl.BA/CINCf>ACAF 'OOH ... .- :J 
JUCTMA' <Ji!Q A pos s:c~rx AfS" ILICOMMANO ?:OS} 
INFO RUHHHGA/CINCPAC/CC -:;;.>. . ... ··~ •·..-
RUJiHB9A/,..t ARRWG/CONTROa.:'·''CENtE'R.rOOC H!CkAM AF,B'. Hr 
2EN.171i.iAF" ~~O}~.N -~TAfB . J~~~!{(\qffi~;~;:·~ ~- >;~:-· 
RU.WTf" JA/RANOOt~» llfB':'.:tX/'..US:AFMe-.C~JiP'HC S'· ·. 
zE.tU4l-ZTRw uooRH RT'i'Fs .;ii,KiuTu.oc: ;~A ,. 
RUEKAAA/FT .RITCHIE tfDl'~fEci~·· ~~1ef~~~:-~ .. ;, 
RUCEAAA/'H:G USAF' .AL TERNAT~~M4!lCWEU .. AFB At 
RtJC.l:MAA/HAC.n,AOCCP ·6": ::.'" .~c.: · \., . 

'""']1ft'ISAvAJAlcviS.AI~OA nvR .-:,': . ·-.::/' I-.'·" -----,:;..-----· . ~ 
RUM~-RSA./TA.F" rstt stVNFCC./Oti~ooo)IN./OOCT/O'P -

;,J!"'HRSA-r!'ARRGP T..SN· A.e RvNia.Rcc:· ~ .. ;, · · _;____ ~ J ;; • • 

'1G"UJNA/OL; A. :l'ARRGP SON; ·nrA, ... 'AIJ:, R\lN<. ' !Joc..f ( .... ;.,: .~·'>~- .. ~-~ v.,, ... :. ~•'; 
MOAt'A/S&sowiooa:r.tNAKHOff ... PH~rrnti· RT.·AF e THAILAND . . ~: ~)?' 

'RUltORE'A.,ttQ'ARRS. H·AJOfON PHANOK !iiAf'Et_ THA It.ANO · · - · ';. _ ~ _.,•·,, 
F.Hl-MOIJ.~A/l:SARRS, CAK R.ANtt &AY.( A6 .. ' RVN 
RUMOtJVAFA-I:RA: V.'!E'M~t.A.N·E~ L»1'.a.s ""' ~-~.ti~ '· •\ ' 
9.T , '·· .. . ...... - ... ' ·' ' .. ·,~ .~ ,. ;;_ ~· -
c 0 N' r ' r .D ··c .·: N .. .f· 'z ... ~ L./'.lOPnCP J.!.FfY /OL-a. ' 3~RRGP/RESCU£ Ol.l./20C8':\0:: 
qt~ fl l l f I! i .. "!l'-~.±..;.*<:L.. ' -. ~:.~ · · '.; , - ; · · -
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!N GOOO CONDITION. TH£Y Vf-R( TAKtN TO tS-272t TRANSF"ERR!::D TO NON-

PAGE S RUMOSRA4459 C 0 N ~ r O E N T I A ~ 
USAF C-123, ANO ARRivro AT UOORN !HAFS Ai 2Cl.lZOZ. A.LL SAR F:O~CES 
~ERE RT9•so OR OIVERT£0 TC OTHER MISSIONS AT 201oooz. 
t2l NO AERIAL REFUELING$ WERE ACCOMPLISHED. 
GP-4 
BT 
#4tf59 
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37ARRS<1 HIS'TORY, 1 JANUARY - 31 MA.RCH 1972 

AWARDS ANO DECORATIONS 

During this quarter the followtn.g decorations were submitted 

for approval : 

Silver Star .. . ... ... .. .. ... ,.' ·· ...... . . . , ... .. ... ~ .. 6 

Distingu~shed Flying Cross .... . ..... .. ...•..... 18 

Bronze ,Star Meda 1 .•.....• • .. ........ ... •.. • . , .... '2 

Air M,eda.l " ....... ... .. ., ...... .. ......... . ....... .. 72 

Corrrnenda t ion Meda 1 . . .• ...• .. . . ...• ... , ••.. . . .• . 16 

During this quarter the following decorations were awarded: 

Meritorious Servlce Medal ...••.... . ...•...•.•. • ,! 

B r on z e S t a r Med a 1 . . • . • . • • . • • . • • • • • • • • • • • , • • • • • • . I 

·Ai r Meda I . ... .. .. ,,. . ... " .. " ... ..................... 29 

Comnenda t ion Meda T •••• , •. ... ..•• ••. . ...•••... . .• 7 

P u.rp 1 e Hea rt . -· .. . ..• . . f • •••• • ~ • •• •• . * •• * ... ....... , •. 2 

CHAPTER V 

MJSSION NARRATIVES 

Search and Rescue operations for the f irst quarter of 1972 

were 1 imited. On 20 January 1972 , the Squadron Co.nmander, Lt 

Co 1 W i I 1 i am M. Harris l V, and hi s crew on Jo I 1 y Green 71 we re 

launched for a possible SAR on an Air Force F-4. The F~4 pilots 

we re subsequent 1 y pi eked up by an Army he l i copter. While en route, 

the Joli les heard Charley Horse 15 call on guard that he was on 

fire and going down in the Khe Sanh Vat ley. The Jollies arrtved 

just as Charley Horse 33 was evacuatiffg the six survivors to 

Quan9 Tri. Jolly Greeri 7l escorted them to Quang Tri where the 

survtvor-s were transfe·rred to the Jollies and rushed to the 95th 

Med i cal Evacuation Hospital at Da Nang. Lt Col Harris made ah 

excel lent approach to the smal 1, uni ighted p·ad at Quang Tr i and 

9 
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AGE 3 RU~OSRA43C6 C 0 N ~ I ~ £ ~ T ! A L 
4J TIME SAR FORCr~ LAU~C4CO~ 
~) l HC-l3C?r 3~ARRS C!V~RTED AT ~~:5C7Z 
3} 1 HH-5 3C' 4C AR RS LA u:1cH::'J ~ T 2C ~s 2C z 
~ J l HH-53Ct ~CARRS LA U"lCHED AT 2C~53C! 
) )" 2 A-lEr SoS:OW LAUNCHE ') AT" zc:si;sz 
• PE:RSONNEt. ! NF OR MA TI ON ! 
!.l 6 PERSONS INVOLVED, 6 LCCAT£C• ; ~::CGVER[I) , S $A 'J(') 
~ ) SAR OBJECTIVE LOCAT~ ~ eY AIR AHE~:cA HEL:Co?TER H-S3 tUH-34} 
r 2C!C503Z LOCATION l34SN 1C3~7;:. 
)) PILOT R£:COYE'.OEO eY A.A. HEtI~CPTE~ PFG (aELL 205 J ~y H:-:~r 
JO TAKEN TO L~os. 5 AOOI~IO N AL PERSONNEL RECOV£REO SY A.A. 
:L!CCPTER H -l :5 (U I+- 34 J ANO TAKEN TO 1-:S 5. 
, Fl YTNG ACTIVITY: . 
. J 39ARRS - l SORT!~ F OR 1.4 HOURS 
' l 4GARR$ - 2 SOP.TI£S FOR 2.2 HOURS 
·rsssow - 2 SORTISS FOR 1.s HOURS 

AIR AMER!CA - SORTIES ANO HOURS UNKNOWN 
SAVES OATA: NO SAVES CREOI T£0 ro ARRS. ALL SAVtS MA~~ iY Aik 

•£RICA HELICOPTERS. 
SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS: 

, OL-B• 3ARRGP \U.S AL~RTED BY 3 ARRGP/JRCC AT zao5C5Z THt.T A 

GE ~ RUMOSRA4306 C 0 N F I D E N T I A L 
ORTER• WITH 1 PERSON ON BOAR~ WAS DOWN AT LOCATION 1852N :C34JC . 
NG 21 CHC-l30PJ WAS IM~EDI~TELY DIVERTED ANO ASSUM£0 AM: JUTI2S. 
LLY GREEN'S ANO SANOIES WE~E AL~RTEn FOR LAUNCH. AT zccs:37, AIR 
ERIC A INFORMED THAT THE PILOTt AFTER 9EING SHOT DOWN, J O:~~D UP 
TH S LAOTlONS WHO WERE rVAO!NG ANO WERE RADIO EQUIPPED. HOT~L g3 
$ ~!RST A.A HELICOPTER !N AREA auT DEPARTED AT ?~G53:: ~~~ TC 3!NGO 
EL. PFG THEN SECAMC CN SC£N~ COMMANDER. TH~ sv~:~s c~ TH: :R~UND 
RE TRYING ·ro REACH AN AF.EA THAT WOUL~ ALLC~ A P!CX UP. JC ~2 WA: 
RSO~NE AT zocszoz BUT n-E S:::'.CCNO AL;:RT er~D ASORT2::Jt M::; ~A$ 
PLAC:::o i3Y JG-So WHO WAS ATP.90PN£: AT zc:::s3cz. AT 2C:::5o+3Zt ::.. .:.. H~LC 
;; ?!CKEO UP THE P!LOTr ANO PROCEEDE::J TO L-~~. AA H~t..C 

15 INBOUND TC PICK UP THE R~MA!NDE~. SJ.NL:r::s 3/4 (A-!:) '.i~2: A!R­
Hl[ AT 2C0545Z. AT 2ccs::sz, JG €Z/5G A~:-:?rv::-n Ai H!JL:J:~.:; PC~\T A~J 

~E WAITING SAN!::!ES. AT 2~C559Zt H-15 P:CKE::i UP ALL r::vz. ;....'.OT:cN 
?SONNE'.L t\N::l PROCEE:l E~ WTTH T~A~ TC L-! S . Ai :c:cCC:: ~l!.. S.:.R 
icr~ WER:: REL!::ASE:D TC Rt:Sl!~.£ NCRHAL C,?S!"IS. H ... :5 AF<R:\.'£0 AT L-:!S 
C612Z PFG ARRIVED AT L-C9 ~T 2.C~63C.Z. 
JrRIAL REFUELINGS WERE ACCOMPLISH~~. 

~. . ..... ' . ........... ~ .. ,. .. 
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DATE: 30 JAN 72 

MISSION NUMl3ER: A-3-007 

FUGHT DESICNAT ION: Kl1~ 22 

MISSION OBJEC.':: !VE: CHl-.RUE HOf.SE 38, Z SOB' 

LOCATION: l c-14N 107-38E 

SAVES: 2 

King 22 was called an guard by Charlie Horse 36 and told that Charlie Horse 
38 was down at '!6801964. The survivors were injured, one with a. possible 
broken back and one rlth ·a head. in ,}ucy. · Beca. use or denae triple canopy, 
A1:"f1rY Dustoff airer-aft could not recover injured. Charlie Horse 36 did not 
want to ground evacuate survivors because the man with the possible broken 
back sh01U.d not be moved . There wns no known enenv activity in the area. 
Several Arrey helicopter5 were in the area to provide cover. Weather in .the 
site wa~ 5CX>0' broken. Elevation of the survivors was 2500'. Aircraft waa 
downed due to loss of tail rotor. Jolly 1 s and Sandy's were requested from 
CH 77. Charlie Horse 36 WrtS ma.de on scene commander. An Air Force FAC, 
Covey 295, was diverted to the area to assume on scene eomaander when the 
Jolly's and Sandy's arrived. Covey 295 had worked on previous SAR•e and 
was used to working with ~olly's and Sandy's. A 3 rran Army grot.md te~ 
-was de't">loyed to tre crash site t.o secure the area . 't~.re were no other 
known friendlies in the area. 'the Army confirned that 'llhen Jolly' s and 
Sandy's arrived o~ scene, they ~o uld clear out, stand by to provide asaist­
i,nce and not do an7 t. hj "19' without coordinatim~ ..,ith ~ovey 295. 

Jolly Green 65 and 71 and Sandy 7 and 8 arrived on scene at 0849Z and 
contacted Covey 295. The area situation us evaluated oy Sa.ndJ'. 07. Sand7 
7 then troll6d for ground fira. Some ordnance waa put in !or assurance and 
Phase lira1to was. uegun at. 091.l+Z. A P.J. wa5 lo. ... ered to the aceno to assist 
in recovering the injur~ personndl. both survivors, the 3 mm ~-groaad 
team and the PJ were extracted at oa;az. All recoverfXt personnel. were takal 
to the 95t.h .:.VAC Sq. at t;H 7?. All Stu. activities were complete at 10~ 
King 2.2 then returned to normal o.r1..it. 

King 22 Crewmen:~rs 

AMC CAPr ROBERT J. HAGSR. 
CP UT JAMEt F. M\ Y 
NAV CAPT WALTER J . DROYI NS 
RO ssm RALPH v. P!JiKS, JR •. 
FE SSGT R.OHERT U. uNnER',.fOOD, ~TR. 
FE ·SS RCTE H. DELP 
LM ... T FRAI HOT JO • N 

-:r-=-_ 
ROIERT J. HAGER, Capt, U~AF 

SAR FORCE.S tJllUZED 

JOll.Y GRUN 65, ?l 
SANDY 7, B 

QI' HER FORCES UFILIZED 

CHARLIE HORSE 061 36 
COVEY 295 
US ARMY GROUND TEAM 

Aircraft Commander/Airborne Mission Commander 

\• OOtfrIDl!!JTlAL • ! 

GRUUP-4 
Dcwn~~r ; ·d ·~ t1 d 3 :·c·ar ir.terv-h , 

Ut..:~ , c:~,;. ., 1 1 ~,· ~, ~ ~ · r ! ~ 

D~LASSIFf.,;n· 

. . 



Bob: 

Good to talk to you last night. Attached are the two clippings I have. Tonight I will scan 

and send a jpg of my photo and will also get you one made. 

The Dec 31 SAR at Khe Sanh started when one of our scouts was shot down on Khe 

Sanh proper. We extracted that crew and sometime later the Huey C&C was shot down 

(Charliehorse 26 was Noel Harvey and he was PIC). Neal Flynn was the CP. We had a 

crew chjef and gunner and about 3 of our rangers on board. The procedure in those days 

was to rappel the rangers directly onto the site and to secure the crew until extraction 

could be effected. In this case, the 

ship went down in the middle of an NV A base area and the crew was immediately 

engaged when they hit the ground. As I recall, a gunner was killed pretty quickly, and 

perhaps one ranger was as well. Harvey was a second tour infantry officer with a first 

tour on the ground so he commanded the defense. 

I scrambled off of Camp Evens as Charlieborse 38 and was the army Air Mission 

Commander. I put the first call in for SAR because I wanted Sandys. We also had no 

hoists and 1 did not think Dust Off could do the trick. The mission was several fuel loads 

long and when we put the low bird down it was shot up pretty badly and limped off to 

Quang Tri and did not come back. As I recall, l LT. Cliff Groves was Sandy lead. 

He and 1 discussed the use of area denial gas (I assume it was CS) and the decision was 

made to use it. We carried CS rockets outboard on some ships but did not carry masks. I 

made several low gun passes at under 100 feet and got a snout full. The Hoc Bao 

reaction force (ARYN black Panther company used in cross border ops with CCN and 

some VERY bad dudes) was inserted up hill from the site and was immediately engaged. 

As night fell I believe Sandy 

dumped loads of gas and the high bird made the pickup. I seem to recall the gas referred 

to as "Hobart" but I may be off on that. 



such a SAR was called and the guys came roaring in shortly. The first thing I knew was 

the release of rockets from the lead Sandy as he laid down a smoke screen between us 

an_d the gun pit on the next hill. Scared the shit out of me! Next thing I knew was the 

Jolly coming to a hover over me and the wash blowing may CA V hat off and downhill. I 

started downhill after it and was stopped by a ranger who said, "Captain, sit your ass 

down!" 

The P J started down the hoist and I was taken by his cammies, CAR-15, S& W M-39 

9mm and med kit. He said "how are you sir?" I replied "OK", check my copilot, he has a 

broken back." Randy and the rangers got Bryant out and on a stokes and up the hoist. 

While they were getting Bryant out~ I crawled back in the rear cockpit and unscrewed 

my KY28 Crypto head which had the CCN and SOG freqs in it and sat down again. 

Once Bryant was aboard, the stokes came down for me so 1 put on my flight helmet and 

got on with my CAR and the KY 28 under my left ann. As I went up, I saw the combat 

cameraman shooting a camera down though a hatch in the floor as I recall. He may have 

been at the floor of the right front door below the hoist operator but I seem to recall an 

open hatch in the bottom of the 53. 

I was put on a litter and the rangers and medic came up on a penetrator and then Randy 

came up. We were off to Danang and the hospital. I was wheeled into the ER and they 

began to cut my gear off and I yelled, "Don1t cut my Australian flight boots!" Too late, 

and zip, I was naked. I 

had a busted left knee and a concussion, severe compression of my lower lumbar number 

4 from the seat collapse on impact but was otherwise OK. I did not see Bryant again but 

was told that he was stabilized and moved. 

The next day I decided to check out and go back to my unit so I hopped down the office 

to get my gear. As my flightsuit had been cut off, I took a pair of jungle fatigues with no 

insignia, laced up my cut up boots, strapped on my .45 and slung my CAR and survival 

kit over my shoulder and hitched over to flight line to find the Jollys. I was standing in 

front of 24th Corps HQ when I noticed these two MP1s looking at me. Now I admit that I 
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t''H-53 picks up .. , ... 1 
/Phantom pilots 
(down in Laos l 

TA.'1 ~ l\'H.TT AA, RV!'! •• ~ t-ti·53 Su• 
per .Jolly Grun Giant crew of the 4nt.h 
~erospaca ResClle :i.nd Recovery Squadrai 
rescued two Air Force F•4 Phantom pi· 
lots Ir. th, lower panhandle of [Aos. 

Cause c1f tha F-4, piloted hy Capt. 
John S. ~rphy and 1st Lt. Thomas w, 
CX>ds on , CT ash i s un.kn own • 

Both pilots successfully ejected and 
iimedi.ltely established radio cent.act 
with aA llC· l.SO HorClllts reso.ie ccmr.and 
aircraft c1f the 39th ARRSq. The pilots 
had landed in a hostile area ill dense 
mo..IJitainside Junttl•, fnaking resaie ex· 
tren-ely diffio.ilt. 

I n the gathering dari:ness, ~laJ. Gary 
L. Cairpball, piloting zn HH-53, attelfll· 
ted to m a a pid;i.ip but was unsucass­
ful. He a:ri hi~ c~ remainlMi in the 
are.a for sweTal ho..irs befon beinll re· 
lieved by fresh 9.rper Jolly Green Giant 
crews. 

The l-C·l30 orbitted above the survi· 
vors throughout tho n.ight, mai.Ataining 
radio c:a1tact. Nimtra.u tactical air• 
craft al.so reN.i:led ill the area iA case 
they were J1Hded. 

With the first signs of light t.ie 
n1Xt l!OnUAg, mother 40th AAl1Sq lfl·S~ 

moved in for the pickup. Despit~ 
precaricus position cf the doM:1ed 

ots, the mming att~t was sue:· 
ausful J both were iA good c.ondt tion. 

Each grinned his thanks as he wu 
hoisted into the helicq>taT. 

Crewmen making the nlSClle were Cap· 
ui.As Ja:res W. Mcintyre, aircraft cm• 
~T, and J oel L. Summers, ccipilot; 
TS1tt• l\Jfus 8. Russell, flight engi· 
-r; and SSgt . OMlrles O. MorrOll tnd 
AlC ~tid:w!l D. Vogel, pararescuamin. 

Greenland girl saved 
00!..E .\8, r.reenland •• Li ttlo five• 

vear·old Inite Kavitak wi 11 ~row up to 
become a wife and motr,er in her native 
vi lla11e c1f ~anaq. Recently, the odds 
..-ere aaainst ~r ever reachinll her 
si~h birthday, and even if she lived, 
her f.lca would be badlv disfi~red. 

She had been sava~e ly mauled hy ·a 
sl.eci do~, 

AccordinR to Maj • .Joseph c. ~ynonds. 
Jr,, c~der, Det. ~. 3!lth Aerosj)ae& 
Resoie. :i.nd Pecovery \Hng, hi:t unit re· 
~;v .. ,; A c 3l1 for"" er.cr.::encv rredcvac 
c: ' reen lar.ti.ic niltiO::.ll S. 

i -ent'1 :-!.r.utes :ift:r the .;all, :.!ajor 
'iV"!Or . .i> :llid ( a;>t. Fol-ert ., . llo l 1ler fl~w 
I."\ !QI· 31'. ToU; f:recn ri;int to the vil· 
:~r~. takin:> witn chem " aj. <:tarles r.. 
$.i.~1CT l:lC , c~nt.!eT, t:S . .\r: r.ispcns~TV . 

-;-; .. dillJ ·.·u taken to a smllll hos· 

(

t:'l l ir. ~an.aq "'™=re in ;i two a:n<l aie­

' f 1¥lu r Ci)eration "a}or SipnorilVl 
.15cd >.~r ..-c•~"\d :iiuJ perro~d a pl:i.s· 

tic sur1lcal rep-.lr of hitr c.ir , .:hcek 
ar.u c;~i j1 . 

1i:e ,Y,7 .,,u r\cstroyed, ~n <l a r:ihics 
Utlll\ln~t \ai lat.er f>t"IJVc<l ne1:ati.ve . 

t A tuthei uamtlt 
Page a 

-r.~37th·· ARRSq· saves ·tw~ Army pilots 
~ NA.'lr. AFLD, RVN •• In a aU.ssim descnbed u so smooth that it c:culd se~ u 

a textbook e~le, tnW!nen cf the 37th krOSJ)11ce Pesa1e and ~ecovwry ~adrm re· 
c:avered two iAJured U.S. ATT!f'f hellcoptrr pilots fTOl!I dtnse jun.11.lc IS miles south­
west of lue. 

The helkcipter, m AH·l Cobra ~hip, 
• The rescued men are iremers ·of an 
air c.ivalry unit of the lOlst Airborne 
Oivisioo (.Airmoe).le) ~t Phu Bai. 

The resOJe involved lu!Ying a para· 
rescuel!'.a:n, TS.11.t. Hatvev R. Picko lsioor 
l~red to the grwnd ·to secure the in: 
jured iren in stretc:Mn for reelin~ a· 
board the hovering lfl·Sl Super Jolly 
Green f.iant. 

In addition to th• injured men, who 
were tllken to the Anny's 9Sth r.vaaJll• 
tion Hospital near Da ~ang, three Annv 
aerial rifle platoa:i scaits, a.lso wt th 
t.~ l01Jt, wre lifted and trans-ported 

. to Oa Nang Airfield. The sccuu had de· 
anded near tho crash site fra11 an Armt 
~licciptor to protect the injured men 
until the rescue aircraft arrived. 

The rescue helicopter was c~d by 
Cilpt. Roger T. Colgrove, aircrsf't coin· 
mander: ~lllj. Jacltson I(. Scott Jr.• co­
pilot; SSgt. Jimnie D. ~hew, flii;ht 
engineer; and AlC Willi1111 R. Pearsat, 
para t"eSCllflllall. 

Lt. Col. William H. Harris. 31th 
AAASq CCllNllder, who f'l- the high bird 
cm the lllis sim , T>rai sad tho " ssnoothness 
and textbook perfonn.ance" of Cl!Jt&in 
ColgTove and his crew. 

Captain Colgrove, in tum, c:i ted the 
perfonnance cf his flight engineer. 

"Sergeant Minshew did an cutstanding 
job of ~rating the hoist to lift the 
in.junid 11en through tbe thic.Jc jWlj!le 
canopy. He iiot them out of there with 
u little jostlintt as possible, yet 
quic.Jcly to a.it down cur exposure time 
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A U .~. Alf'.'f he l icop ter pi Int wi lh -'' • 

a i r cavalry unit ol tho IOlst Alrbnrne 
Ol'vlslen (A'ir,..Obi lo) dt Phu Oa i , i s 
II fled In to M , ... 5 } ~une r Jo ll v t;rnon 
Gi ant ol the .ntti Aarosnaco flescuo an~ 
Pacov.,ry SQuadre>n ·dud"" a msc .. "t ,..; :. ­

s ion In ~llSlt j vngte I ~,., 111-. ~ ··u fh••l~ , 
nl Hu.,, 

crashed fran l.ZlknQl.n, nOl\hostile <:a1L>11es . 

in the }\c:o.·e r, .. he noteu. 
The · rtlsCUc included a ccuple of 

f~rsts •. l t w;u Utptain C.Ol1trove's ini­
tial catt>at save as an aircraft CO!ll• 
m~der 111t! SerJ!eant Pidc.elsimer' s fint 
tune Oil the il=d in a canbal: opera· 
ti on. 

Save three lives 
in twn MAST missions 

UIKE ·'-" :l, Arh. •• Oat. lS, 4Znd 
Aerospace 1-esOJe and Recovery Squadron, 
has saved t~e lives of three traffic 
accident victims in two separate inci. 
dents a.s part of the WST (Hi litary As· 
sistance for Safety iA Traffic) pro­
gTam. 

ln the first incident, the unit re· 
ceivod a reques t from the Ariz~ lli!lh· 
Wff'f Patrol to eviic:uate an 1..njured girl 
after the family car ill which she was 
riding lad hem caJftht in a rod slide. 

Seven-year-old Stomy wee, daJg/l• 
tn of Or. and Hrs. Sam A. Luc:e of 
Blue, Ari?.,, had niceived a severe 
skull fracture \I/hen a larae hou ldor pe· 
netrated the rear window of the car. 

The lliizl-ooia'r Patrol asked the detach· 
nnt for help, even thcug.'1 the atta was 
farther than the range of the tii !· ~l 
Pedro used hv the detachment. 

The crei.i flew the helicq>tar to 
·Globe, Ariz . , about 90 miles from Luke, 
-.here tlley had stored a fuel cac.'le just 
for such errenencies, They lmded, re­
fueled, and flew the remaining 811 miles 
to the accident site 1:1ear Blue. 

FlyiAg in darkness and in a ru~cd 
mOJntainrus terrain, the retlro lJ.iitUid 
an<l picked up the injured irirl and her 
parants , both docton. 

()\ the return trip to rhoeiiix. the 
helicq>ter had to land, refuel, and the 
1Zirl was traiuferred to an.other detac:h· 
mcnt fti.43 at the Safford Airport. 
~ se::ond !'lelicopur flev the )!irl 

to St. .Josepl-:' s tlospi tal in Phoenix, 
wheR the r\icht supervisor in tiae neu· 
rolotical ~nter stated thJt the i1m1ed­
hte ena.iatian of the iirl was crj ti· 
cal, and that the crew h:id s&\·ed he r 
life. 

The aircraft carm:indcr of t.'11' fi"t 
11 1-4:1 ..-a.s Car>t. C:olt f. ""lkr 471J tilt' 
sec~ hzllcopter's C('m!''111hltr ..-;u \:i,..,t. 
l ;iv ll. l!:uuen. 

":lh· n f<-w J ;iys l ater, t h" l! i,::hw..v 
r.itrol ill Fl.i~taff .isled the ,\('t:1d1· 
.rent for auistimce a1:ain. 'r.1is titn<' to 
cvaC\latt- t hree automohi l~ accident vie· 
tiir.s ~ n l'li le~ ..-ps l of Jui.A! to ;i Plo.-.J'li• 
cal in rh<>.•n ix. 

n:,. vic tll!IS, in .:rit1c;ai cmd\ti.nn , 
·~n: tr:in~norteJ 1-v a 1letad"'1C11t 1at·~~ 
~l>IT.'""'ilul b'· l.t. r o·l. :ach L. Sto.:~ett, 
;viii a ll l· J 1 ~r .usipicJ to f.i.:ko to ~L 
.Josllflh' s 11osri ta I. 



JoJlys save 
In a mission described as so smooth 

that it could serve as a textbook ex­
aJ!lple, crewmen of Da Nang' s J7th Aero­
space Rescue and Recovery Squadron (AH.RS) 
~ecently recovered two in.1ured U .s. Army 
helicopter pilots from dense jungle l5 
miles southwest of Hue. -

The helicopter, an AH-1 "Cobra" gun­
ship, crashed from unknown, non-hostile 
causes. 

The rescued men are members or an air 
~avalry unit of the fOtst Airborne Div­
ision · (Airmobile) at 'Phu Bai. · 

The rescue i nvolved having a parares­
cueman, TSp,t. Harvey R. Pickelsimer ot 
O~~tonia, N.C., lowered to the ground to 
secure 'the in.1ured men in stretchers for 
reeling aboard the hovering HH-53 Super 
Jolly Green r.iRnt helicopter. 

In addition to the injured men, who 
were taken to the U.S. Army's 95th Evacu­
ation hospital near Da Nang; three U.S. 
Army aerial rifle platoon scouts, also 
with the 101st Airborne Division, were 
lifted and transported to D& Nang Air- ' 
field. The scouts had descended near the 
crash site 'from an Army h9licopter ~o 
protect the in,jured men until the rescue 
airer a.ft arrived. 

The rescue helicopter was crewed by 
Capt. Roger T. Col?,rove of Tacoma, Wash., 
aircraft co'111\8nder; Maj~ Jackeon K. Scott 
Jr~, of SUl111lerville, s. c., co-pil~t~ 
SSgt. Jimmie D. Minshew of Petersburg, 
Va., flight engineer; Sergeant · 'Pie.kle­
eimer; and A1C William R. Pearson ot War­
ner, N.H., another pararescueman. 

Also aboard wns SSgt. Roger Goodwin of 
San Bernardino, Calif., a m~tion picture 
photographer from the 600th Photo Squad­
ron. 

The ·rescue included a couple of firats. 
It was Captain Colgrove•e initial combat 
save ·as an aircraft commander and Ser­
geant ?ickelsimer 1 s first time on the 
.!!round in a combat operation. 

The saves raised to 702 the number of 
men rescued by the 37th ARRS. 

Huey crew 

Capt. 1 Roger T. Colgrove, ai~craft 
comnander of thP. "Super Jolly Green 
0iant," HH-53 helicopter, exits from 
the aircraft throu~h the traditional 
hosin;;-down. 
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From: HMills16@aol.com 

Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2002 7:26 AM 

To: rlapointe@gci.net 

Subject: Rescue mission report 

Bob: 
Here is an update on what I am doing. I have located my Alpha, wo1 John D. Bryant in Brewerton AL and he is 
doing some input on his thoughts that day. I am also getting input from the PJ (Randy Pickelsimer), the scout 
over us, the huey driver who dropped the Rangers to cover us till the Jollys got there, and the one surviving gun 
driver who was on my wing. The intent is to document a purple heart for John. He was medically retired and 
never got poop for the effort. 
You may not know that the Huey driver wo dropped the troops to me, was the Alpha in the Huey snot down at 
Khe Sanh 31 Dec (Charliehorse 26) and resulted in one Jolly shot up and a big shit fight and 7 combat saves. 
Were there many other missions that netted that many saves? I suspect not as most crews were 1 or 2. 
His name is Neil Flynn (listed in the log as Veil Flynn). I note on the log that it shows Char1iehorse 26 down with 2 
and Charliehorse 14 down with 8. It was the other way around. The flight of 4 (2 snakes, 1 scout OH-6 and one 
Huey) were enroute to the Ahu Shau Valley and the cloud cover way low. As they snuck through the valley East 
of Khe Sanh, they came within the range of a 51 cal and it popped the Huey knocking it down with 8SOB. His 
guns responded to cover him as did his scout and they scrambled my flight (CH38 and 45) to take over and 
replace' his guns on station. While I was en route, the scout CH14 went in to drop ammo and frags to the crew 
and was terribly shot up, killing the gunner and wounding the Observer (there were actually 3 on board as the 
observer was a scout pilot in training. The scout was WO Major (his name) Herrick. He diverted to Khe Sanh 
strip and crashed and was picked up by another of our UH-1 's. His ship was later destroyed by my flight to 
prevent the gomers from getting the weapons on it. Bilk 29 was the OSC at that time. I get to the site and begin 
to lay down HE and 20mm vulcan per the crew directions from the crew. 
Your Sandys arrive and the lead is a Cliff Groves and he assumes command of the rescue assets. I chop my 
guys to him to deconflict. We are actually lower than the Sanctys (about 600 feet) and working on the 51 cal, 
which I later got. 
Groves puts in JG 73/65. 73 is badly shot up and his pair go to Quang Tri for damage assessment. JG 21/66 are 
scrambled and ultimately 21 makes the run after Sandys put smoke on both sides. 
21 'screw as Griffith, Hart, Ashdown, Salome, and Wagner. No PJ is put down but the basket is dropped for 
Ronnie Micklewith a head wound and Robert Denmark who was KIA in the ground fight. They then Put the rest 
on penetrators and pulled three loads of two each time. There was heavyfire on all sides and the JG crew and 
the survivors (who were 4 heavily armed rangers, Cpt. Harvey ( a previous tour grunt officer) and 1 It. Flynn and 
his .38 revolver! The survivors went to the windows and ramp as directed by the JG guys and returned fire with 2 
60's, three 16/203's, and one .38. 
All were extracted to the 95th evac. 
That is the thumbnail of a four hour hot mission. Then 30 days later, I go down and it is done agam but much less 
dramatic (except for me~) 
I am interested in doing a story for Vietnam magazine that would combine the two rescues into one story. I have 
a contact with King 22, the Sandy lead on both, the scout on both, the Huey copilot on both, and my wingman on 
mine. I have located Capt. Harvey and am working on the rangers. 
I believe a story of the "Charliehorse rescues', with input from all quadrants would be interesting, especially give 
the intensity of the fight on the ground put up by the army crew. 
You documents have helped greatly. The debrief report on the 31 Dec. rescue, mission number A-3-044 from 
King 21 has great potential use for me but is mostly unreadable. Is it possible to get another cop or can you tell 
me where I can get one? 
I am getting statements from all participants in both to get John's PH documented and for the magazine article. I 
wondered if you were interested in collaborating on the article so that we get a good Army/USAF mix on it and of 
course it would be good PR for your first and second volume. I also have a King Pilot here in KCMO who can 
give input and a Covey FAC who flew the AO at that time. 
What I would propose would be to get it all together. for the article and then you can use all the data for your 2nd 
book as you see fit. 
I need a better copy of that mission report if you can ASAP and thoughts on where and who to pursue for the 
input from Sandys (I have Cliff Groves), JG pilots (we have all the names) and so on. 

12/ 12/2002 



H.R. Pickelsimer 
126 Jim Torrence lane 
Gas10nia, NC 28052 

Dear Randv· 

Ted Hav.:kins called and advised me chat you had undergone your ptocedure and '":ere expected 
home ~oon I mist e\'e01hing went \veil and that you \viii soon be good as new. I also suspect 
that an old PJ doesn't make a very good patient! ·'.\:Jy mother in lai.v had the same procedure a 
couple of year.- ago and is .i usr fine today. 

I ._ .. ~I\ r.;,;.,;h ..: nj\::.,·1:.'d our \iilk !he C•thei r.ight t: has halinted me f..-ir m~m" \ car:- <Lb\.iut "\\ hu 
picl-.ed me up and how they were toda:i- . r did nor know unt i l ..-cry recently that Rl llv had g t'!l L' 

\.i\1wn in tile B.u 21 deal. A FAC name Daryl \Vhitcomb ha.-; _1us1 rdeased a book called ··rhe 
rescue of Bat 21' from Naval Institute pres:\ and I just pickt:d it up. lt h)oks prettv good I am 
nbo '>end in!! y0u a copy of my book. " Low Level Heir' which l had puh lishcd in I 91) : lt is the 
story pf my c'Xperience as a scout piJot in an ~ir cav troop in J %9. \\'hen yt)u picked me up in 7: 
I \\a~ c'll mv ~econd tour and flying cohrn;; \vi th D Troop, 3rd Squadmn. Sth Cavalry. J i)l ..;1 

:\1rbi.irne Dh We , .. ·ere based at Hue Phu Bai nnd were in the proce:>s 0f sho0t iag fo r <\ r .\( 
when'' h.mgfire tn my rti inhoard pod ca\lsed an explosic)n \\'hich c.iused my rai l 1otN and p,ir1 c1f 
tht: 1ail w lrave the aircrnt't. .As I said, the shift in cg wa:; immediak and m•1iceahle .\::; \H~ spun 
\km.n. l c,)uld not tell the <tlt itude because Df th~ terrain in th!.! hackgrouml and tht· ~rc.'t'n t- l ~ ir 1ha1 
\\'a:; all I t'\H1ld si:e .\·1v \vingman. Lou 8t'l·ucr fo llm\ eJ me down and v cl l ~d ··ru t! .:t\llcn i-..1..'-. ~ . 
f\( )\\···and I pulled and the n'tation ~topped and we scttkd 1nlP the jungle The next thin::. I 
rt>mcmb~r :,; ~·nu guys ._.l,ming to a hov~·r over dS ans ~<'' ll (( ~nHng d(rn·n. Tn ~nur gear I ...-i' uldn ' t 
sc~ vnu \'er:-· \\ell bt:r r remember your mc,del ·~9 S&:\\' 9m "'1 and th:nkin~ that n '.\ rt ~ ~t nt'J'. 

p1e.::c1 I 'tmn~· 111.1\\· thr..· rninci works at time:: like- thn t ' I am .:.ending somethi ng el-..(·\\ it h 111.: l't'O~ 
.md I' ll h•(·p that secret till )'\'U see ti 

Y () ~ t net.:d t1' kno\v th<lt my "rescued by folly Green" pin 1:; a cherished item and I \\·d i :i~\..:'t r ar: 
\ I, 11h Tlwrl:' are n•.) word'i that Rdequmc:Jy ex pres.-> 1..1nc man;; aprireL·iat ion It) ,U1(lther h)r h;;: n~ :. 
·:-.1\ l···. , 'HI th,lnk \' (l\l seems , ·erv link. Knm"' thi:-. ho\\e\t'I' l am t terr1c1 ll \' ~rau:fu \ tb,tt :here 
\\~re ar.,:t alwa\'S will be gt. ~· -; ready to go to "!he sound of :he g.u n5'" when a11 c;·l''.\ nt't~d lhl.'m 
\'1'U <1r1..· rru l ~· a unique breed of troopers 

(it' t \\c-il and don 't he a " naln'' to vourv:i fc ' 

I : / 
·r>\.l_ 

Hu~i1 \1\li5 

I.. re :\ir ( J V a]r~· (l'Ctl 

t •'- ·\ 
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Robert LaPointe 

From: "Robert LaPointe" 
To: <HMills16@aol.com> 
Sent: Thursday, January 25, 2001 7:59 PM 
Subject: Re: Survivor info 
I was able to download all of the documents you e-mailed. 
I mailed to you today all the data that I had on the 31 Dec 71 SAR. You should receive the 
envelope Wed of Thurs. I am going to be wrapped up in publication and marketing volume 1 of 
my book for the next few months. When I write up your 1972 SAR, I'll get back in touch and let 
you review it for accuracy. 

Let me know if you ever manage to visit this way. We should get together and have a beer. 

Thanks for your· help. 

-.. -- Original Message ---­
From: HMills16@aol.com 
To: rlapointe@gci.net 
Sent: Thursday, January 25, 2Q01 9:00 AM 
Subject: Re: Survivor info 

Bob: 

Good to ta lk to you last night. Attached are the two clippings I have. 
Tonight I will scan and send a jpg of my photo and will also get you one 
made. 
The Dec 31 SAR at Khe Sanh started when one of our scouts was shot down on 
Khe Sanh proper. We extracted that crew and sometime later the Huey C&C was 
shot down (Charliehorse 26 was Noel Harvey and he was PIC). Neal Flynn was 
the CP. We had a crew chief and gunner and about 3 of our rangers on board. 
The procedure in those days was to rappel the rangers directly onto the site 
and to secure the crew until extraction could be effected. In this case, the 
ship went down in the middle of an NVA base area and the crew was immediately 
engaged when they hit the ground. As I recall, a gunner was kil led pretty 
quickly, and perhaps one ranger was as well. Harvey was a second tour 
infantry officer with a first tour on the ground so he commanded the defense. 
I scrambled off of Camp Evens as Charliehorse 38 and was the army Air Mission 
Commander. I put the first call in for SAR because I wanted Sandys. We also 
had no hoists and I did not think Dust Off could do the trick. The mission 
was several fuel loads long and when we put the low bird down it was shot up 
pretty badly and limped off to Quang Tri and did not come back. As I recall, 
1 LT. Cliff Groves was Sandy lead. 
He and I discussed the use of area denial gas (I assume it was CS) and the 
decision was made to use it. We carried CS rockets outboard on some ships 
but did not carry masks. I made several low gun passes at under 100 feet and 
got a snout full. The Hoc Bao reaction force (ARVN black Panther company 
used in cross border ops with CCN and some VERY bad dudes) was inserted up 
hill from the site and was immediately engaged. As night fell I believe Sady 
dumped loc;:ids of gas and the high bird made the pickup. I seem to recall the 
gas referred to as "Hobart" but I may be off on that. I have a tape made in 

1125/01 



Ph<>TO rnkcn: 1/30!12 following pfok up (if downed Cobra pilots and riflemen. 
Ran<ly Pickelsimer #l PJ {2nd from left) Bil!y Pc<trson #'?. PJ Ord trnm right} 
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Good to talk to you last night. Attached are the two clippings I have. 
Tonight I will scan and send a jpg of my photo and will also get you one 
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The Dec 31 SAR at Khe Sanh started when one of our scouts was shot down on 
Khe Sanh proper. We extracted that crew and sometime later the Huey C&C was 
shot down (Charliehorse 26 was Noel Harvey and he was PIC). Neal Flynn was 
the CP. We had a crew chief and gunner and about 3 of our rangers on board. 
The procedure in those days was to rappel the rangers directly onto the site 
and to secure the crew until extraction could be effected. In this case, the 
ship went down in the middle of an NVA base area and the crew was immediately 
engaged when they hit the ground. As I recall, a gunner was killed pretty 
quickly, and perhaps one ranger was as well. Harvey was a second tour 
infantry officer with a first tour on the ground so he commanded the defense. 
I scrambled off of Camp Evens as Charliehorse 38 and was the army Air Mission 
Commander. I put the first call in for SAR because I wanted Sandys. We also 
had no hoists and I did not think Dust Off could do the trick. The mission 
was several fuel loads long and when we put the low bird down it was shot up 
pretty badly and limped off to Quang Tri and did not come back. As I recall, 
1 LT. Cliff Groves was Sandy lead. 
He and I discussed the use of area denial gas (I assume it was CS) and the 
decision was made to use it. We carried CS rockets outboard on some ships 
but did not carry masks. I made several low gun passes at under 100 feet and 
got a snout full. The Hoc Bao reaction force (ARVN black Panther company 
used in cross border ops with CCN and some VERY bad dudes) was inserted up 
hill from the site and was immediately engaged. As night fell I believe Sady 
dumped loads of gas and the high bird made the pickup. I seem to recall the 
gas referred to as "Hobart" but I may be off on that. I have a tape made in 

1/25/0l 
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SEV~NtH AIR FORCE NEWS '\;'.f _rf'ih)''-/~f'sAz. February 18. 1972 

U.S. Air F~• f'tlOtfl bl7 SSgt. Ro~t Good.win 

,Hot with ari air <:avaJry ltnit Qf the 1 ~1s~ 
ie) is lifted into an HH-53 Jolly Green Glant 
ng Afld. 

• • mortar tra1n1ng 
mbers 
F~~rce 
.i:ri1ing 
i~<l 'by 
Stnall 

' only 

!llre 
uated 
Eight 

... the 

VNAF men the same training th.at had 
been provided U.S. Army and U.S. Alt 
Force base defense personnel before 
the school was converted to an 
all.VNAf prn&Xam. 

The gunm:irs receiv¢d lr;iinfug in the 
8lmm mortar, its telescopic sight, 
sight pk,tures. deftec1ion and elevatfo11 
cl1anges, mounting the mort:i1, 
establishing a mortar pit, and 
C3libratiog sights. 

Restiie near · Hae 
~ext/look exa111p/e' 

DA NANG Afld. ·· Jn a 
mission described as so smooth 
that it could scrv<~ as a textbook 
c..."'{ample, crewmen ()f 'D.a Nang'1> 
37th Acrospa(;e Rcsctle aml 
Recovery Squadron (ARRS) 
recently recovered two injured 
U~S. Army helicopt.e~ pilots from 
dem;e jttngfo lS~:m,il~}s .southwe..st : 
of Hue>' ·.· .. .. 

The hclicopter, an AH•l ,, 
~·cobr~" 'gunship, crashed frotn 
'Jriknown, ii.on-llostik t~aus('.s. 

The rescued men are membt!ts 
of rm air cavalry unit of the 
l {)ls t Airborne Tfrvisil)n. 
(Airmohile) at Phu Hai. .... , 

·The~· i·escue involved ha-ving a 
p.~~~~r!~e1.1.t'1n~11,, :.::rrs~~):, ,.:1,'W!f~:Y;C ,JR.. · 
11ekelilincr •. lowdi!d toJhe gtoond to 

-~~ure .the: ~iiiur-ll~ .. men :J'1);tr.~tcl1c.(s··, :) 
·tofiufms-:iib}>ara·:t11e haVed:ng nn-.s 3 >' 
Super Jolly Green Gi;mt helicopter. 

In addition to the injured men, who 
were taken to the U.S. Anny's 9Sth 
Evacuation Hospital neai Da Nang, 
three U.S. Army aeria} rifle platoon 
scouts, also wiU1 llte 1()( st Airborne 
Division, were lifted and transported 
to D-<1 Nang Airfield. The scout~ had· 
descended nea1 U1e crash s.He from an 
Army heticopter to protect the tnjured 
men u1itil the re.scue .aircra-ft::an:ived. 
:,:}The. resc#~ . l1efrcoi}tM' \~is c.r~v,ed 

·''~¥, . t;}apt. ~~gciT. Ct~Jtro~e. afr~f;iff 
C.Onunanderr Maj. lack.son fCScott Jr., 
¢pilot. $$.gt~ ' Jifomi~\.J)/f~l'.1shiiw~ 
!'light §,rtgui~~( ; Scrge:i@ Pi*~l~i.ri)er 

~tai~~J!jt~nv~;.; ~C.~rso1l.i :~1n¢.ihcr 
·Lt. tot. Willfam M. Hams, 3'/tlt 

ARRS como:umder. wh1) flew Ute 
"high bird" or ~ond rescue 

helicopter on the missi<m, p:t:aised. the 
"smo'othness un<l textbook 
perform11nce ~' of Cuptain Colgrove ar1d 
his cnw, 

Captain Colgrove, in tum,. cited !he 
performaoce of his !'light engineer. 

"Sergeant MinSh3w did a.r. 
ouutandins job of operating the hoist 
to lift tlie injured men throu&J't the 
thick jungle cat\opy. He g<1t them out 
of there with as little jostling as 
possible, yet quickly to cut d9wn our 
e:<,p~~t.t~ ti.me in t.b~ hover;' ~<: .no~~d. 

.The}r~scl.:i~ indude:9: . a couple· of 
t~sts: · lf:\va~ :ca1>t.at1i= ·e.~flg1ove •s · in;i;a.1 
roinba(~v~ aS. uri airc(ift CQll)Illitl)d~r 
and . S~~ean~};.Pickelsiirttu'.s ,first Hfoe 
on the ;:&round in ll. combat opcrs.tion. 

The s.we~ rat~ed to 702 the rm.mber 
of men rewue<l by the 37th ARRS. 

Manpower loss 
forces AFVN 

to cut newscast 
lAN SON NHUT··M1mv lHL 

mililary agericies in the RepiitiHc uf 
Vietnam are factd with a red\1ctio1• ln 
personnel ~trcnt;th dYc to lJ;e 
redE>ploymcnt of American fon:e!S and 
American Forces Vietnam Netwo:k 
(A.FVN) lS no cxccpticm. 

Due to a loss of qualifit-.<l 
oew~caster&, the network has had .to 
cut back on special productions and 
live pro&.rnmming, whii~h rcquiie 
a<ld.itiotial production time and 
1nanpower. 

As a result, the 6 ;1.m . news has 
been toouced from IS io five minutes. 
To compensate fot this, the l 5-minate 
7 a.m. news has been cxpar1ded to a 
half hO\I( . 
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