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e Specter of 'Hanoi Helen' 

flior cliJ ~ (!.S people plan to vwllJte lhe IQW5 :igamst 
u- or lnding wltb the r.nany As lbey put fl, Lbey 
ficlft those 1- apply only m wars decl;ired b>' Congr~. 
a.e tlr SEA -r ill undeclar .. tl, the group reasons, any 
- ,.µm t lhesn CDllld be fought on the grounds of free 

~ &amt prl>#fllms already have been taped and de!i\•ered to 
6e ~ \ aetumesc delegates '" lhe ParUi Peare Lalk~. 
1'IP St.tr uid. n.- 1111d olh~ll wc-n In include popular 
- peace 50ags, poetry reading, newii reports, stul.,. 
mmts: DK' udinc 10me rrom ex·5erv1t· .. menl and discus· 
- o! sach $Objects as Wmmm's Lt~rallOn, Gay LlbE:ra· 
1iaa rxialproblemsand lcgalad\•ke lu GI>. 
•~her lhe m1litllllt anti-war ftt!Oplr seriously int~nd to 

lllppl~ Rad!o Hanoi with all lllis canned lofont nr are only 
Dltmg abouI it to shake up U.S lt!<!ders ls a question, bul 
- a p;u1Jcolar!) important one. Tiic su1i:csuon itself Is 
elllUlh to ~tea sur. 

la fact Ju:A the name5 Thi! Star &tor;• assoclu lt'S with the 
projecure enough to rllise the military blood pressurt'. 

11lr idea of 1be program. allegedlf came from Rl'nnie 
ll9ril A lel.ler describing U1e project was credited tu 
aMlie 8oHman Both were defendants in thl' Chir11gn St-\'rn 
~ UW. One progriim reportedly was tupcd l>) 

GialllerC. and vocal ladvocale of drug use 

OUJer participants: hnVI' lt'M infamoLL« r"pulatlons llul 
none c•.1uld bl.' described os ;i dose lr1end 01 U>c millt.iry. 

could the U.S 1113lell u ch"'" torruikcany1 
·nic temptal1on tn Wnr II was to sam ~ 'rz •u•1 

bul g~ner~ll>' lhry were allowed 10 co throqll Wlllllt 
most lead!!rs reasoned lhat the blat.anl propapnda i.-. 
lo ~rili!n the resolve or U.S. troops tnnl't lhall ....._IL. 
Besule£, the music was l!·Xld 

What IS fnt~.restlng "'"'ut 011~ whole prnjecl is lh"t, 
serlc1us or nc>l, 1l will c:iuse much serious soul·EP:irching at 
the rcntag,.n. Nut m:iny )·<'nrs agu. ii ''"'"Id not have 
cau5ed more thnn a r1pplt> ol '"'nc:t•rn. Le.arlcrs could ignore 
lhc \\hoie thing ""'I <· .. 11111 rn·lly well on '"rv1ccmcn and 
public ahlie It• relict nc·g&mt>ly M1>st tlmPri~n.~. until 
recl)n\11', prob:ibly ""uld h~\<' rn.id" au di,L111Ui<>n b.:lween 
lhe bruad~il.SIS and lho~c ot 1he T vkyo lt0Sc-ij1-:J. 

\\ould I.hf' mM!i:lgr from RaDOI U\'t' die - ellllCe 
or \\ould it t~1!'1 to fuel ":d!<linc di~! Attllllhsta 
nod 11u1 ol <Pl"\·1~ t'llnnot ~ Uk~nl!d to l.Mle•I ._ D. 

Bui, 11me• h1tH duinJ?cd. \fonv Amcric11n< :tre fru<­
tn•ted "'"r the Ion~ \\:tf ;1nd an\...iOU> ror a quit:I.: wtth .. 
dra'"'I. 'h"t, pn•,umahJ) , arc w1lhng rilht·r 10 support 
lbr Pn•,1d1•11I'> timct.tblr for the dr:m dmrn ur urge 
1hrou~h 1he at·c~p1ahle channels 01 gol'ernmenl 1hat It 
be occclcroted.. 

Relatil'ely few rarllcipa1e <!\'en in thP most peacl'ful 
demon,;tr:it1on~ F'1,wer Sllll ~itle 1'1th the militant protes· 
tor;, And only a ccimp;1rah''" ltarulful want lo as~ociule 
themsel,·cs wilh .. ny acliun suggesting support for the 
enemv. 

l'uli. the citi1~n and the ~o~ernnwnt alike 1r.1lk a tight· 
rope in lht que;,liun nf d1ssenL Opposing administr(ltion 
policy m a letter lo one·~ congressman oeruiinly has to be 
acct>plable. Most c:it1iens would not join a public demon· 
stratiou. hnwe••er orderly or peaceful, but many would 
defend Ole right or othi.rs 10 do so. 

Bui, where dot'' lht- 1olerance end? l\l shouting obs~eni· 
lies1 Al carr~·ing the Vi(·t Ct1ng rlnt? Al advocating in 
c;irefullv •elected ge.ner,.lizallOns to avoid the "clear and 
pre~t>nt danger" tl.'!'ot for treason , . \he ov••rthro\\ of th~ 
"power etructure" • 

Only a fc\\ ye~rs ago. American~ knew, or thought 1hey 
knr.,.·, whc•rc llJey nnd lh« goH•t nnwnl would druw the· line. 
Now, 1he llmll~ :.re funy, clnu1letl n<>t only by lhe van<·t~ 
ur au11udPs lbward \'ll'tnam bul by broader qucstmn~ of 
cl\·11 rights, Cree spN!<'h :ind lh11 means of di"cnt . Lq;al, 
moral, r1·hg1ous anti rtlnc;ol prmdples nre in!Nm1xcd 

And, .,. hat of the material Itself• Would ll lie lN" ilh 
becau5c of lhe source? Ll.S courts alreadJ lul'le 11111111111 .. 

~~~~~g~ ~h"e':~'l~~en~olt~~~f~r d.~:. e 
issues) Would the material from 9llch a }aPS' or a 
civ1l1<1n anti·war publication bG a~ble Ill prlll •a 
ll S ba~e bul take on a dilferent slgnlficmice )f ll -
bro<1dcast I rom H;,n01 ! 

Another puz.z.k>r ••. Pr"minenl U S mtics o( 1he W1r. 
indudmg some memberf of ConRreSS, have been qUOllld • 
lcni;th by Radio Hanoi \\'l)Uld lhl" slluatian be din~.._ 
t.h11y r00>rded lhe same stal("mcnts specifically r. 1111 
enemy rndio rather than ror U.S. coll51lmptioll• 

These arl· hard quesl ions, but not corilplelelf umeu II 
ble ones in 1hese times or national soul-searclllna. 

It 1~ unth1nto.at>le, of course. that Ille milltlllY woald .... 
an}thing. like encouragement to the Ukes of Dnts a.l 
Hoffman. Too, there is rea!<lin for genume coneeni aba8& 
the imp.1ct of lheir acli\'tlles on the morale and efferthle. 
ness of U.S. troo~s. many or ~ilom must al least beconf11114 
h)" tht' miwd national rescunn to the w:ir. 

ln annthl'r sense, lliough, the extremists on baUI sidel If 
a major L"l'ue may !'l!rve a useful purpo!ie. In effect Cher 
kntl lo s!'I the boundaries for more mOlJerate dissellterl 
• , • th~ uuter !unit> to whlC'h more reasonable people ca 
S<'l' tlwmscht!:' b<'ing drawn <or pushed! by seemiB&ll 
f('.1.;on.1bk "nl1ernn1iws." 

C.:crtntnh· It would seem hkc cruel and unusual ~ 
m~nl 1h.1t 1he m1hlary wh1d1 hd~ had to cope Wlth 11111 
C'allev c·a<e, coot O\'errun>. club scandals, CBS news 81111 a 
interirnl drug crisis all!O ml~hl ha•·e to antidpate a barn&e 
n! inc11mmg roundli Crom Ammcan r:idl~ via e.iOi 
Radio. • 

Thus we hu\'c < umc lu the 1>0lnt whl're .1n idl'a \\ llll'h 
would ha\·e been r~j<·cl<"I out ul h1111d unhl rerentl)', i:ams a 
tt•rt.iin colr of re..,p1'!ll•l1lhly iusl becau~c il must bl! cunsir.I• 
1:rcd r;cnnusly. 

Whal if U1e "nlh·mn1 "C' · prnRrnmming cir Mr. O;i\·i,; :ind 
cnmp .. ny is 1Je;11nl'1l 'outlmaril by1 11.inoi7 WhJl r<.''("U1se 

Bui, lf 11 ket>ps its cw\ and doe~'t f('(!(I !he CJPllOS!tiOa 
more nmmunltlon b)·uverrc<1rtmg, ll can surv1~ r\'etl-., 


