
more difficult than the others, were unusual for some reason, or resulted 

in proposed changes in concepts and tactics. 

Ashcan 01  

On the morning of 10 December 1971, Ashcan 01, an F-105G out of Korat 

RTAFF, was downed by a SAM in the Mu Gia Pass. The pilot, Major Robert E. 

Belli, had received launch indications and had started evasive action when 

his aircraft was hit. The aircraft went immediately out of control and Major 

Belli called for the backseater to get out while he (Major Belli) went for 

his Ejection handles. Major Belli .  recalled that the negative "G" forces 

made it almost impossible to reach the handles, but "I do remember finally 

65/ 
grabbing them. And that's all I do remember until I woke up on the ground. --  

Major Belli 's impact with the trees was so great that his parachute 

was torn in half and he was completely separated from the shroud lines. 

When he awoke, approximately 15 minutes after his ejection, he discovered 

that he had a badly broken arm and a dislocated knee. The injuries 

immobilized him and, in his own words, "I knew that I was going to stay 
66/ 

right there until either they rescued me or something else happened." 

Word was received at NKP on Ashcan 01's plight at 1027, and the Jolly 

Greens were scrambled with Jolly Green 52 to act as low aircraft. When the 

Jolly Greens arrived at the scene, it was learned that neither the OV-10 

Nail FAG nor the Sandy had been able to locate the survivor due to poor 

weather. In the immediate area of the survivor, the weather was completely 
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overcast with bases of the clouds extending to the ground. Winds were 
67/ 

from the northeast, gusting to over 30 knots. 

Jolly Green 52 located a hole in the clouds about three miles south-

west of the survivor and descended below the overcast. Each attempt to head 

north toward the survivor was met with a wall of clouds and on many occa-

sions, while looking for a clear route, the helicopter was forced to climb up 

through the clouds. Attempts from the north were barred by 6,000-foot 

mountains, while the ridge that the survivor was on precluded attempts from 
68/ 

the west. 

At one time, a SAM passed within 200 feet of Jolly Green 52 and on 

four other occasions, the Jolly received hits from automatic groundfire 

after drifting over Mu Gia Pass. Another flight of Jolly Greens arrived 

in the area and became the target for several SAM firings. As the after- 

noon progressed, weather conditions worsened in the area and it was decided 

at 1730 to call off the SAR effort for the day. Sandy gave Ashcan 01 bed-

down instructions and insured him that the SARTF would be back first thing 

the next morning. With the weather and the approaching darkness, the 

survivor allowed that there was not much that could be done about it and 
69/ 

he settled down for the night awaiting first light. --  

The Sandys and the Jollys held a meeting at NKP that night to discuss 

the best method of operation for the next day's effort. It was determined 

at that time that there just was no better way to do it except wait for the 

weather to improve. Later that night, however, Major Kenneth Ernest, the 
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pilot of Jolly Green 52 scheduled for the Jolly Green Low position the follow- 

Inc morning, called a meeting of his crew to brief a tactic that had never 
70/ 

been tried before. Major Ernest told the author:—  

We just decided to go in in the weather--in a hover 
right on the trees. Everyone was briefed on just how 
I wanted our position passed. We knew at times that 
there would just be one person who would have sight of 
a tree, and everybody else would be TER and I would just 
fly on that one person. If someone sighted something 
on one side of the airplane or in the rear he would say 
"clear" in that area. That would mean he had something 
in sight then he would start giving "move left five feet" 
and I'd have my eyes out front hoping I could catch 
something. And then we would leap to it and wait for 
something else to clear in front and then leap to that 
tree. 

The SARTF arrived back on the scene at 0545, 11 December, and awaited 

first light. Major Ernest's crew in Jolly Green 30 (Jolly Low) secured a 

dopier fix from over the survivor's position to aid in returning to him 

anc, since the weather was about the same as the day before, Jolly Green 

30 descended through a hole in the clouds and began searching. Beginning 

his run-in to Ashcan 01 from about two miles southwest, Major Ernest was 

IFF' and required assistance in locating the survivor. The assistance was 

provided by a Sandy and a Pave Nail. The Sandy orbited behind the Jolly 

Green and provided headings for the Jolly through direction finder 

cuts with the survivor. The Pave Nail orbited 90 degrees off the Jolly's 

track and monitored the angle between OF cuts on the survivor and on the 
Z1/ 

Jolly. 
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In this manner, Jolly Green 30 slowly made its way from tree to tree 

toward Ashcan 01 Alpha. Along the way, the parachute of Ashcan 01 Bravo 

(the backseater) was discovered. A flight surgeon aboard Jolly Green 30 

determined that the man (who had by then been hanging in his parachute 

harness for over 20 hours, suspended in a tree, with the wind causing 

him to swing against the tree trunk) was not alive. An unenviable decision 

had to be made at that time by Major Ernest. To retrieve the body would require 

lowering a PJ on Jolly Green 30's only penetrator. With the gusting winds 

making the helicopter difficult to control, this meant risking the life of 

the Pd and losing the penetrator. Without the penetrator the mission would 

have to be aborted, and with Ashcan 01 Alpha calling out that he was just 

a short distance away, Major Ernest elected to continue to the survivor. 
72/ 

In discussing the decision he made, Major Ernest recalled thinking: -- 

. • . What happens if I lower the PJ down there-- 
we only have one penetrator. . . what happens if I 
get him or the penetrator stuck down there in the 
trees? We would have to abort the whole mission 
because we wouldn't have a penetrator to pick up 
Alpha. That's one thing—also risking the life of 
the PJ going after a dead man, that's the second 
thing. Also—here's a live man. Let's get him. 
Let's get him right now. 

The coordination between the Jolly, the Pave Nail, and the Sandy 

resumed as Jolly Green 30 continued to inch its way toward Alpha until 

a hover was established over Major Belli. Approximately one hour had 

been spent in mostly IFR weather for Jolly Green 30 to move the two 

miles or so to Ashcan Cl Alpha. Major Belli described the pickup from 
73/ 

his vantage point on the ground: -- 

61 

4 



The rain and wLnds were still gusty, and I could 
etc the cloud cover ,  right over the top of the trce 
canopy. Anywaj, they finally got over me, ark! thou 
asked if 1 wanL.d a PJ to come down. I told them I 
guessed one had better since I wasn't in much of a 
condition to help myself. Actually, they sent two 
down, which was probably lucky because I think it 
took both of them to get me on the penetrator. It 
was kind of funny, because I could see the penetrator 
with the PJs coming down, and I could see the bottom 
of the helicopter, but the top of it was in the 
clouds. I thought that chopper pilot must be having 
one helluva tough time trying to hover there, with 
the gusty winds, and him just about 1=. Anyway, 
they got me on the penetrator and pulled me aboard. 

Major Ernest, who won the Aviation/Space Writers Association Helicopter 

Heroism Award for his part in the Ashcan 01 Alpha rescue, gave much of the 

credit to Major Belli. The importance of the actions taken by the survivor 

was emphasized when r'lajor Ernest said, "I didn't make the pickup. The guy 

on the ground helped so damn much. His vectors--stuff like that, trying 

to get me to him--little helpful hints on what the area looked like, what 
74/ 

to look for." -- 

The rescue of Ashcan 01 Alpha marked the first time an IFR recovery 

had been made. Several observations and suggestions resulted from the 
75/ 

operation. Some of these were: 

1. An LNRS night pickup was considered but prevented by the weather 

in the area the night of the 10th. 

2. The modified doppler on the LNRS aircraft proved to be very accu-

rate and it was recommended that all HH-53 helicopters be so equipped. 
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3. The Pave Nail FACs used on the mission proved that the aircraft 

could be a very important part of the rescue force. 

4. Using the same Jolly Green crews for the continuation of the 

mission the next day worked very well. It was recommended that this be 

nude a standard procedure. 

Falcon 74  

Due to fuel starvation, the crew of Falcon 74--an F-4D from Udorn 

RTAFB--was forced to eject on 18 December 1971. Both Alpha and Bravo 

landed safely near the NVN-Laotran border, found cover, and awaited 

rescue. Soon after, an Air Amerca pilot located their position and passed 

it on to the arriving SARTF. The Sandys reported both chutes in sight, but 

with approaching darkness and poor weather conditions, it was decided to 

await first light before attempting a rescue. The survivors were given 

instructions to maintain radio contact through the night and wait for the 
76/ 

SARTF to return the following morning. 

The Sandys were on the scene early on the morning of 19 December 

and informed the crew that the Jolly Green was coming in to make the pick-

up. Since Alpha had reported people near him, Jolly Green 62 was positioned 

to pick him up first. While maneuvering to pick Alpha up, the helicopter 

received several rounds of automatic fire in its right engine which almost 

resulted in loss of the aircraft. Jolly Green 62 was able to leave the area 

arid was escorted by two A-Is to an alternate airfield. The remaining Sandy 

began calling in airstrikes to neutralize the area while awaiting replacement 
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13 beeember, 1971 

ST:18J07: SARGO Report, Ashcan 01 

TO: 56 00J (DO) 

1. Cn 10 December, 1971, a 	decland at 1025L fonAshcan 01, a 
P-105, approximate location 075/65/09. Jack launched Sandy 01 & 02, plus 
Jolly.  Greens 52,57,53 & 300 Radio contact was established, with Ashcan 01A, 
who was reported in good spirits although he apparently had a broken arm 
and possibly a broken lee. 

2. SARGO requested and Jack ap,uar•fed launch of 2andy 03 & 04 for escort of 
the Jolly Greens. Sandy 01 es 02 were airborne at 1039L and Sandy 03 & 04 
were airborne at 1056L. 

3. Combat Operations coordisatod the release of other Hobo assets to give 
a t ack-up Sandy capability and 8ceke resources. Sandy 04 eir aborted and 
Sandy 09 e: 10 were launchcd'to replace them. Jack did scramble Sandy 05 & 06 
for this but their launch was csfl-e 1 7c1 - nd candy 09 & 10 were airborne at 
1152L. 

4. Additional aircraft were then uploaded to Smoke conficaration as they 
became available. Jcaor had requastcd further Smoke aircraft be uploaded 
and aircraft provdously dasignaled as Sandy back-up :lore re-loaded. The 
aircraft in candy 03 :light were repaired and used for Sandy 11 ec 12 as 
they became available. 

5. Pave Nail FACs were roqueaLed and s local training flight w%:. diverted 
to this mission, and an additional sortie was generated. 

6. Jolly Green 32 es 55 had boon launched from Ubon and wore 'Lien recovered 
at NKP to be used as back-ups 

7. Word was received at 1152L that the early portion of Phase Bravo was in 
efract and Jolly Green 52 had a chute in nicht and was putting a P.J. down. 
This was . terminatod at 1203L and the chute was determined not to be that of 
a survivor. 

8. Good radio contact was tiaintained with f.shcan 01 A, but weather at his 
location was roportei as "on the trees". jolly Green 52 flight pulled out to 
air refuel at 134SL and Jolly Green 53 flight assumed the search. Another 
set of Sandyn was rocuested as Sandy 01 Cz 02 would reach Bingo fuel shortly. 
Lt 1350L Sandy 11 & 12 were notified and were airborne at 1422L. 

9. Smoke was requested by JaeX at 240"L -rd Smoke 42, (4 45 were airborne at 
142%, Smola 46 81 47 were airbor-le at 1432L. A report was received at this 
time that Jolly Green 52 had tr‘ken some zmcall arms hits, but no problems 
were evident and ha was remaining in the effort. 

10. During the period fret: 1430b to approximately 1530L much confusion was 
apparent in the radio tranassizsionc with requests for Fast Havor c..oke and the 
reasons t:icy were not able to lzunch. Also during tais time the status and 
number of Pave Nail equipped aircraft was confused and coordination through 



CONFIDENTIAL 
Combat Optrationt eventually 	:td this ou÷ P-v- 	07 did RTB 
at 1500L and he passoS a very soon:ate location of tLe downed creumember. 

11. Sandy 07 & OS wire scheduled for rotation from Da Nang back to NKP 
and they were used to relieve Sandy D) & 10. They arrived in the area at 
approximately 1630L and Sandy 11 then assumed on-scene command from Sandy 09. 

12. During the period 1530L to 1000L many requests for ordnance were 
reltyod through King and the ordnance was apparently not available. Pave 
Nail PACs were scheduled through-out the night and they would be assuming 
on-scene command. 

13. An additional Smoke flicht •.vn launched, Smoke 42 et 43 at Blue Chip's 
request and they were airborne at 182,0L. Sandyt ad Jollys on-scene Mid 
at night fall and recovered at NNP hatween 1825L and 1840L. 

14. During the night contact was maintained with Ashcan 01 A by the Nail FAG 
on-scone-commanders. However the ordaInce which 'lad been requested by King 
was not available, or not coordinrcm:d, until approximately 0200, :a December. 
I was debriefed at 2200L by tha first Pave Nail On-scene commind, during the 
nicht and ho had received no ordnance. 

15. The first-light ofDort w-s coordinated locally and briefiar ikr- all 
aircrews was set for 0330L, 11 Docomiuor. Tako-off times were establin:led 
so the forces could be over the survivor at first-light. These forces 
included 4 Sandy aircraft, 4 Jolly Grooms, a Pave Nail FAQ, and a visual FAC. 
Smoke aircraft were also on ground r'e-4  at thie. ir 

16. All forces arrived in the survivors area at approximately 05501. 
Weather was reported as still on the trees, good voice contact was again 
established with Ashcan 01 A. 

17. Fast Mover Smoke was launched at 0650L. Smoke pilots hero were alerted 
but not utilized. 

13. Jolly Green 30 reported visual contact with Ashcan 01 B at 0710L, 
reported to be inactive and J.G. 30 continued to Ashcan 01 A position. A P.J. 
was put on the ground and the survivor was successfully picked up at 
07171. All SAR forces Enid to NHP at 0725L. 

19. Survivor and all forces recovered at NNP at 0735L. SAP. terminated. 

20. The Pave Nnil I"C=. and t'eir equirecnt capabilities and limitations must 
be briefed to all concerned agencien. This equipnent can now enable the EAR 
forces to continue their efforts throughout the night to isolate the survivor 
from hostile forces. The capability to accurately locate the survivor's 
position is invaluable during a prolonged SitR such as this one. 

CRAIG V. MILLER, Major, USAF 
SARCO, 1st SOS 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Sandy 01 flight was ser-mbl , d for co4-.pit &ler' at 0320Z 10 Dec. Prier 

to reaching the aircraft, San 01 fli;ht received a launch order, and 

instructed Sandy Three end Four to a...az= cockpit alert. At 03302 King 

passed coordinates to Sandy Ozo indicating that the SIR scene was in an 

extremely high threat area, and Sandy 01 requested immediate launeh of 

Sandy Three flight, BLU-52, CRU-49, ard Z2U-42. Sandy 01 flight was air-

borne at 0339Z, with somo difficulty experienced in the arming area with 

a olow-atnrine,  crow. 

Sandy 01 flight rondesvou'ied with iail 49 and Nail 43, who had taken 

on-scene cormcuad at tha timo the dosmcd aircraft, Ashan 01, (F-105F) had 
A 

been hit by a SAN. Nail 49 briefed Sandy 01 on the area, defenses, and 

E & E areas. The survivor was in high ground just west of the. center of 

Nu Ghia Pass, and tho immediate area was covered with a solid low cloud 

deck. Sandy 01 took on-scone cocmand and verified Ashcan Ols approximate 

.position using UMq him:nig cuts provided by the Nails and by flying low. 

over the clouds until the survivor heard the 4-1 directly overhead. 

Sandy 01 then attempted to fly over the survivor under the slccds. 

Ceilings deteriorated from approximatoly 300 feet within ten IN of the 

survivor down to zero at a point approximately two klicks short of 

his position. Sandy 01 and 02 wore forced to pull up and then fly back 

down through the pass itself in order to avoid the weather-obscured high 

ground to the North. 

At this time it was decided that A-is could not hope to operate below 

the clouds, but that the high ground appeared free of any enemy activity 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

It was decided by Sandy Cl and Jolly Green 52 that the Jolly would attempt 

to search the area under the e:en:1s alone. It was at this time that the 

capabilities of the Pavenall OV10 were utilized, and this system contributed 

significantly to what was to be a very different kind of SAR. Nail 07 ) 

 Pavenail equipped, joined on Sandy 01 'swing and was led over the survivor 

ahovo the weather. Nail 07 thus obtained a LORAN location which could 

serve as a permanent reference for entire sAa force. Nail 07 then vectored 

Jolly 52 in above the clouds, lloving the Jolly to zero its doppler gear 

on the same fix. 

This entire process took only fifteen minutec, and saved valuable time 

in the search which followed. J352 then began what was to be a seven hour 

search in the weather. Sandy acted as radio relay between the Jolly and 

Ashcan 01. Nail 07 continued to aet as a sort of airborne GCI site for 

the Jolly)  using the Pavenail Loran and TIFIF hdming. 

Further checks with Ashcan 01 determined that ho had a broken arm and 

leg injury. He had two snryival radios, and checks wore made of each. 

He also had his flares and gyrojet. At one point, 3G52 located a para-

chute and asked Ashcan to pop a amok°. It was later determined thPt the 

chute had been a flaro chute and was located some 3-4 kli.aes Southwest 

of the survivor's actual position. Also during this time )  the Jolly 

received mall arms fire from a point near the rim of the. pass well SW 

of Ashcan's position. A single gyrojet round was requested hy Sandy 01 

and Ashcan, fired. However the rocket did not appear to clear the 

clouds. 
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CONFIDEUTIAL 
During one of JG52's efforts ts locate a clo er break in the undercast, 

a SiDt waning was broadanst snd S'nny .01 observed the 8111 tracAlng J052 

and Sandy 01. The rassile broke out shove clouds, passed directly under 

JG52, continued on toward Sandy 01, rd -penterod the clouds below 

without detonating. An unknown nu-ler of SAMIs and unguided rockets 

wore fired at the sa force and it's Ironhond and 1110-cap cover. These 

firings continued into the night. 

Sandy 01 flight reached fuel bingo at approximately 0200Z, and briefed 

Sandy 01 flight. 3052 and 53 were trading off on the low-altitude search, 

one searching while the ether rsturned to King to refuel. Gandy 01 

passed command to Sandy 11 flight, who bedded down the survivor for 

the night. Strikes wore put into the pass area all night, and Nail FACs 

maintained constant radio contact with Ashcan 01. A-1 1 s delivered BO-

52 onto the route structure during the poriod. 

The first light effort was launched at 2310Z with Sandy 01 and Sandy 

03 flights, and the same JO crows from the previous days in JG 30 (52) '&d 

JO 53. It was hoped that reathcr would permit an A-1 escorted pickup, but 

again, the ceilings yore on the treetops. SO1 showed SO2 and. SO 3 the 

survivor)s general location, and ITsil 07 again vectored JG 30 in for a 

doppler update. Sandy 01 made an attempt to fly over the surviror under 

the clouds, but was forced to turn around aeproximately 1500 motors west 

of his position. On egress, S31 encountered ground fire from the same 

location that had hit the Jolly the day before, and £01 silenced this 

fire with a reeket/2.12.!/7.62 pass. 

JG30 again began the treetop search, cad it became evident to Nail 07 

and Sandy 01 that tho original dopolor fix was well south-eome 1100 meters—

of the survivor. 
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C 2 M-IDENTIAL 
d030 therefore on v 	 a l  ssd diseovsred Ashcan 01 Bravo, whose 

body was hanLlng in his pavasaheo. because Ashcan Cl Alpha could hear the 

Jollyis rotor for tha first time in the SAR, it was decided to move toward 

his position without attc-ptiag to recover Brave. Alpha was located 

some 200 motors to the North, and a PJ brought him on board at approximately 

00002. High winds prevented 3030 from turning around to the south, and 

a backwards hover movement was Impossible due to the lack of visability. 

Therefore, no further effort was mo.10 to recover Bravo's body. 

This sAa saw remarkable assistance rendered to the Sandy/Jolly force by 

the Nails of the 23rd TA35. Their initial work in locating the survivor 

and their assistance to 301 in communicating with Ashcan 01 was 

invaluable, as Were the P22=A.fl contributions of Nail 07 in guiding 

aircraft to the survivor. Although sorious problems were encountered in 

obtaining adequate area denial ordnance from. BLUE CHIP, the Nails did 

succeed in saturating the pass area :rem Delta 29 to Delta 30 for the 

twelve hours botween sunset and shards°. Nail 49 continued to direct 

strikes during the first high effort. Ho SANS wore fired during the 

three hour pickup effort, indicating the probable effect of the niehtTs 

strikes. 

Any further SAR should include a request for a PAT-MAIL, and the systems 

contribdtion increases with deteriorating weather. It should be noted 

that A-1 IFR delivery of ELS-52 is corpletely feasible using the PAVTHIAIL 

as lead—in. 

The Ashcan 01 SAR san a let of teamwork aad coordination, but its real 

success rest with two Jolly Greens who hovered unescorted in rugged terrain 

for almost seven hours. Visabilitics during this period generally 
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reoge7,..„Parirmehr • 
included on17 	 v L2cj Ye halic•,ator. C;nly the 

lack of hoctile inhabite:es in the . 1-risors area and the nall of She 

Jolly:: made rescue possible. 

ERW.I.RD R. jAITZ 112 Ca .:, 	f ■ " 

Sandy 01 

10 Dao 

Sandy 1 - :sync 

Scrdy 2 - Prieba 

Sandy 3 - Encinac 

Sandy 4 - Harklotz 

Saady 9 - Bewden 

Sc-ndy 10 - Walkon 

Send7 11 - Little 

Sandy- 12 - Faris 

Sendy 07 - Burke 

Sandy 08 z. Feast:Ts 

11 Dec 

Sandy 1 - Jayne 

2 - Encines 

3 - Whaylui 

4 - Throcknorton 
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ARRS wraps up another year  
25th anniversary 
highlights 1971 

HQ ARRS 	"The men and women of the 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service 
have provided the Air Force, the na-
tion, and mankind with unparalleled 
service. Its accomplishments are parti-
cularly reflected by the gratitude of 
the more than 22,000 people whose lives 
have been saved," commented Gen. John 
D. Ryan, Chief of Staff, USAF, on the 
2Sth anniversary of APRS, March 13, 
1971. "Mx record of ARRS stands as an 
inspiration to all those who serve 
their country." 

1971 was a fitting culmination of 25 
years of service to mankind, and an 
even better foundation for a successful 
future, for it was a year with epic ac-
oomplishrents that will be etched for-
ever in history. 

In missions of unusual scope and di-
versity, ARRS crews saved the lives of 
250 Men in Southeast Asia and 482 men 
and women throughout other areas of the 
world. They will long remember AR PS as 
an example of a selfless attitude that 
reflects the high value the people of 
the United States have always placed on 
human life. APRS crews not only saved 
lives, but served as unofficial good-
will ambassadors to all nations of the 
world. 

Three times in less than nine months 
ARRS pararescuemen parachuted to Russ-
ian vessels far out in the sea to as-
sist sick or injured sailors in criti-
cal condition. The 57th ARRSq at Lajes 
Airfield, Azores, and the 304th ARRSq 
(Reserves) at Portland International 
Airport, are., flew hundreds of miles 
over the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans in 
response to these pleas for help. 

MAUS WRAPS UP Pese3 

Italians honor Del 10 
AVIAN° AB, Italy -- Let. 10, 40th 

Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Wing at 
Avian° AB has been honored by the Ital-
ian International Organization of Moun-
tain Spirit. 

The organization, an official agency 
of the government of Italy, awarded the 
detachment with The Order and Star of 
the Thistle (Cardo). 

SEL.141 10 HONOUR Pegs i 

HISGT. LECH ruLuroco, a eararescuemen, 
is welcomed back to his base after he 
descended on the 44-53's jungle pene-
trator to assist the Injured major to 
safety. 

HQ ARRS 	TWo Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Service pararescueffen saved an 
Air Force pilot (Dec. 19) when his C-7 
Caribou was forced to ditch in the Pa-
cific Ocean southwest of San Francisco 
after a flight from Hawaii. 

TSgt. Lewis Craig and SSgt. Michael 
Fish jurped from an HH-53 Super Jolly 
Green Giant to rescue the pilot, Capt. 
Donald Henderson, from the cockpit of 
his sinking aircraft. 

The cargo plane, originally from Can 
Ranh Bay AB, Republic of Vietnam, was 
part of a flight of 12 C-75 enroute to 
the U.S. for maintenance. The flight 
had stopped at Hickam AFB, Hawaii, and 
was enroute to Langley AFB. Va., with a 

SEL-Pk JUMP ?MR 4 

CAPT. ALVIA W. MOOi 	II , r, returns to 

Bien Hoe AB, Republic of Vietnam, after 

his successful rescue from hostiie ter-
ritory. Caot. Stephen Tyler, I, was The 
aircraft commander of the mm- 53 Surer 
Jolly Green Giant that made the rescue. 
SEE PAGE 4 FOR STORY. 

Rescue saves F-105 pilot in Laos 
TAN SON NWT AB, RV N -- One of the most dramatic air resases in recent months 

took place in Laos (Dec. 11) when an Air Force F-10S Thunderchief pilot was re-
trieved after his aircraft was downed by a surface to air missile puq near the 
MU 

 
Gin Pass. 
A harrowing 20 hours for the pilot an the graLen1 in Laos preceded his rescue. 
The pilot, Maj. Robert E. Belli, was 

supporting an interdiction mission a-
bout eight miles northwest of the pass 
an Dec. 10 when his aircraft was downed 
by a SAM from the North Vietnamese side 
of the border. 

The 39th and 40th Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Squadrons were immediately 
notified of the crash and sped to the 
area. 

The major had successfully ejected 
and the search and rescue (SAR) force 
of H1-53 Super Jolly Green Giants and 
HC-130 Hercules found him in hostile 
territory. 

The SAR aircraft established both 
voice and beeper contact with the pilot 
of the downed aircraft, who reported he 
was in a secure position although enemy 
troops were in the area. 

Due to deteriorating weather, the 
SAR aircraft were unable to extract the 
pilot before darkness, and he spent the 
night an the ground. 

He reported he had a broken arm and 
a possible broken leg but there was 
little the rescue force could do for 
him until the weather broke. 

SU ...SAM MTN! LAOS Pine 3 

JANUARY 1972 

PJs jump in Pacific, 
save Caribou pilot 
pinned in cockpit 

to o_c_ 
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...ARRS wraps up 
Also in the Pacific area, a 31st AR-

RSq crew rescued 25 Chinese off the 
coast of the Philippines when their 
merchant vessel was swamped and the 
cre.,  forced to abandoa ship. 

Earlier in the year, the 55th ARRSq 
(now at Eglin AFB, Fla.), McCoy AFB, 
saved the life of a sailor aboard a Li-
berian oil tanker 800 miles east of 
Puerto Rico; Dets 10 and 11, 43rd ARRSq 
Laredo and Laughlin AFB'e, Tex., res-
pectively, assisted the Mexican govern-
ment to evacuate 19 victims of a flash 
flood in northern Mexico, and flew Mex-
ican gamin:rent officials in order that 
they might survey the stricken areas; a 
54th ARRSq HC-130 crew at Pease AFB, 
N.H., transported surgical clips from 
the U.S. to Keflavik, Iceland, and were 
credited with saving a neurosurgery pa-
tient's life; the 31st ARRSq again res-
ponded to a call for help from four 
Taiwan fishing boats that had ram a-
ground and capsized, saving the lives 
of 23 fishereen; the 33rd ARRSq, Kadena 
AB 4 Okinawa,saved 10 Filipinos when the 
ship, Yakal, was in distress; another 
flash flood in northern Mexico and this 
tire Diet. 10, 43rd ARRSq airlifted 91 
stranded people to safety; and two Pis 
from the 41st ARRSq, Hamilton AFB, Cal-
if., saved the life of a C-7 Caribou 
pilot forced to ditch in the Pacific 
Ocean off the California coast. 

Apollo missions, 14 and 15, found 
ARRS men and aircraft stationed around 
the world ready to respond in event the 
missions encountered difficulty. 

Total ARRS support during the var-
ious stages of the Apollo 15 mission 
involved 16 aircraft at six locations 
and more than 200 personnel. This res-
cue force provided anasch site, launch 
abort, secondary and contingency land-
ing area, and planned end of mission 
support for the Apollo 15 mission. 

Early in 1971, prior to the Apollo 
14 mission, ARRS crews successfully de-
monstrated their emergency Apollo re-
covery capability when they picked up 
three sieulated astronauts from an 
Apollo capsule mockup 520 miles off the 
east coast of Florida during the night. 

Brig. Gen. Frank K. Everest, Jr., 
ccmmander, ARRS, explained that test 
proves ARRS has "an efficient and ef-
fective means of recovering astronauts 
who are forced to abort a mission in 
the first crucial minutes after launch, 
whether during the night or day." 

In support of NASA's space program, 
let. 21, 43rd ARRSq at Ellington AFB, 
Tex., is responsible for the astranaute 
safety during their training in the Lu-
nar Landing Training Vehicle (LLTV). In 
January 1971, the unit's HH-43 was on 
the scene just 15 seconds after a NASA 
pilot was forced to eject from the LLTV 
because of electrical power loss. 

With the organization of the 1550th 
Aircrew Training and Test wing at Hill 
AFB, Utah, ARRS is now responsible as 
manager of the school, which includes 
the consolidated Air Force helicopter, 
the HC-130 specialized aircrew, and the 
pararescae training schools. 

1971 found new ARRS aircraft enter-
ing both the active and reserve units. 

f8 ,1-1 Huevs began to replace sore of 

the Hai-43 Pedros in the .APPS local base 
rescue mission, and several of the re-
serve rescue squadrons received HM-34 
helicopters to replace the amphibious 
4J-16 Albatross. 

ARRS crews once again flew history-
making transoceanic flights to replace 
older existing resources with new and 
more advanced aircraft. 

Early last year, H1-S3Cs flew 9,000 
miles from Eglin AFB to Da Nang Air-
field, Vietnam, to replace HH-535s, and 
in November two HH-53Cs flew from Pease 
AFB to Woodbridge AB, England, to re-
place the 67th ARRSq's 1411-3 Jolly Green 
Giants. 

Sous 1+1-53s were equipped with a 
night recovery system, giving a new ca-
pability to our rescue crews to extract 
downed personnel in a combat environ-
ment 24 hours a day. 

Late in 1970, two ARRS detachments 
joined three Army units in a joint De-
partments of Defense and Transportation 
test program. Oats 15 and 22, 42nd AR-
aSq, Luke AFB, Ariz., and aountain Hone 
AFB, Idaho, respectively, made their 
HH-43s available to victims of civilian 
emergencies in a test of the Military 
Assistance for Safety in Traffic OalaST1 
program. The test program was original-
ly scheduled to end Dec. 31, 1970, but 
was extended twice, until Dec. 1, 1971, 
when the program ended. During that 
time, the two detachments flew 37 mis-
sions, which assisted 73 people and 
saved 32. 

And what of the people in ARPS. 
For the first time in the history of 

a rescue unit, a WAF joined a detach-
men as an aircrew member. Although as-
signed to Loring AFB, Maine, medical 
facility, A1C Marilyn Pierce volunteer-
ed to work as a medical technician with 
Det. 10, 42nd ARRSo there. 

Maj. Travis Wofford, now assigned to 
the 1550th, was presented the 1970 
Cheney Award for his heroic actions in 
Vietnam. 

Maj. James L. McAfee, let. 11, 43rd 
ARRSq, received the Air Force associa-
tion's Citation of Honor in recognition 
of his outstanding skill and courage as 
a helicopter pilot in Vieteam. 

And TSgt. Lawrence Wellington, with 
the 1550th, was selected as one of the 
Air Force's Outstanding Airmen of 1971. 
A PJ, he was on the Son Tay mission. 

And what other impressive awards 
have ARRS crews received--sonetimes no 
more than a heartfelt handshake and a 
thanks, the most satisfying reward--and 
sometimes a letter. 

One thankful father wrote, after a 
1550th crews saved his son's life, "we 
are so grateful! Whenever we see or 
hear a helicopter in the air over this 
valley, we'll thank God for their pre-
sence and we'll sleep better at night, 
knowing there are such fine young men 
serving the U.S. Air Force." 

And one appreciative wife, whose 
iusband was rescued from an enemy in-
fested jungle in SEA by an ARPS crew, 
relayed in a Christmas message to a 
friend, "This Christmas will be a most 
happy one—thanks to God and the Jolly 
Green Giants." 

MAJ. ROBERT E. BELLI, an F-I05 pi lot, 
shot down over Laos, is carried off the 
rescue helicopter which saved him from 
possible capture or death after 20 
hours on the ground in enemy territory. 

...Save pilot in Laos 
The major did report however, that 

he had not been detected by the enema 
and that he had a ccmplete survival kit 
before the decision to postpone the 
resale was made. 

Throughout the night, an orbiting 
HC-130 kept in =tact with the major, 
while Air Force fighter-bombers kept 
the enemy from reaching the pilot. 

The rescue force was back  on  the 
morning of  Dec. 11.  At  8:11  a.m., one 
of  the  A-1 Skyraiders reported seeing 
the major and led an 1+1-53 Super Jolly 
Green Giant to the area. 

Cue helicopter made the pickup while 
another stood by, ready to take over 
should the first Super Jolly Green 
Giant come under enemy fire. Suppres-
sive fire by the supporting aircraft 
allowed the helicopter to make the 
pickup an the first try. 

Magt.  Leon Fullwood, a  pararescue-
man,  was lowered  into the heavily wood-
ed  area on  the  jungle penetrator. He 
helped the injured major onto the de-
vice and the two were hoisted to the 
hovering 1111-53. 

Capt. William L. Burner III, the 
flight surgeon aboard the  Super  Jolly 
Green Giant,  treated  Major Belli's in-
juries  on  the return  flight to  base. 

After the successful  rescue, Major 
aelli indicated there was a jolt and 
his F-105 aircraft lost altitude ieme-
diately and banked sharply. 

"I bailed out," the major said, "and 
landed on a hillside in deep jungle. It 
was the loneest and loneliest night of 
my life. 

"I can't thank the rescue guys 
enough. Hearing the choppers moving 
in was the greatest sound I've ever 
heard." 

Other  members  of  the  HH-53 crew mak-
ing the rescue  were: Maj. Kenneth E. 
Ernest,  aircraft  commander; Capt. Joel 
L.  Sunners, copilot;  Sgt. John C. Pep-
per,  flight engineer;  and TSgt. Kelsey 
R. Adams, and Sgt. Paul C. Perri, pare-
rescuemen. 



U.S. Air Force Phdo by Sgt Martin Cavazos 

Major Belli is carried from the HH-53 helicopter following his rescue 

;econd batch 

12 more C-is go home 

U.S. Al, Force Photo by Sgt Martin Cavazos 

The Jolly Green Giant crew, members of the 40th Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Squadron, get together after the pickup for a celebration 

Fast feet  
Maintenance men move 'em 

CAM RANH BAY •- Twelve Air 
orce C-7 Caribou cargo aircraft 
e pa rted here Dec. 10 on an 
,000-mile journey across the Pacific 

the United States. - 
The aircraft, all from the 483d 

actical Airlift Wing at Cam Ranh 

Id ARRGp saves 
31 last month •  
TAN SON NHUT 	Novernber 

urned out to be a busy month for the 
ien assigned to the units of the 3d 
kerospace Rescue and Recovery 
;roup (ARRGp) headquartered here. 

The 3d ARRGp was credited with 
aving 37 lives during November, 33 of 
hese under combat conditions. This 
wings the total number of saves 
ecorded by the rescue units in 
;outheast Asia to 3,403, of which 
!,303 were combat saves. 

The busiest unit of the 3d ARRGp 
luring November was the 37th 
kerospace Rescue and Recovery 
;qu ad ron (ARRS) at Da Nang 
kirfield. Flying HH-53 Super Jolly 
3reen Giants, the 37th ARRS was 
esponsible for 30 of the saves. 

Commanded by Col. Warner A. 
3ritton, the 3d ARRGp registered its 
irst save in December 1964. Since 
hat time, it has twice been presented 
he Presidential Unit Citation for 
nitstanding operaticns in Southeast 
Asia. In addition, it has been presented 
he Air Force Outstanding Unit award 
_Ind the Republic of Vietnam 
Gallantry Cro.si-with Palm. 

Bay, are being returned to the states 
because of the increased airlift 
capability of the Republic of Vietnam 
Air Force (VNAF) and a reduction in 
the airlift workload of the U.S. Air 
Force in the war zone. 

Some of the crew members of the 
C-7s are 483d personnel scheduled for 
stateside reassignment in December 
and who volunteered to ferry the 
aircraft home. Other are on temporary 
duty and will return to Vietnam after 
the flight. 

Col. John I. Daniel III is the mission 
commander. He also was the mission 
commander of the flight of 15 
Caribous from the 483d that 'returned 
to the United States in September. 

Each of the 12 C-7s was equipped 
with two 480-gallon fuel "ferry tanks" 
and an extra 18-gallon oil tank. Two 
maintenance teams also are flying 
ahead of the C-7s in C-130 Hercules 
aircraft to provide maintenance 
support at stops along the way. 

The C-7 aircraft were turned over to 
the Air Force by the U.S. Army when 
that service's authority for fixed wing 
transport aircraft was terminated in 
1967. Since then the 483d has 
operated the C-7s throughout the 
Republic of Vietnam, earning the 
unofficial nickname of the 
"Compassionate Airline." This tag was 
in recognition of the wide variety of 
people and materials it transported in 
and out of Vietnam airstrips and 
airfields. 

The C-7, built by the Dehavilland 
Corp. of Canada, became noted for its 
short landing and takeoff capability 
and was a prime mover of supplies into 
remote camps and firebases in 
Vietnam.  

flV Jp.SIL III 	1/115,11%. 	•114. 	 us“... • 

reported he had a broken arm and 
possibly a broken leg but there was 
little the rescue force could do for him 
until the weather broke. The major did 
report however, that he had not been 
detected by the enemy and that he 
had a complete survival kit before the 
decision to postpone the rescue was 
made. 

Throughout the night, an orbiting 
HC- I 30 kept in contact with the 
major, at the same time searching for 

U-TAPAO RTN AIRFIELD, 
Thailand — It's a hard working bird 
that flies five missions in 47 hours 
with only 31/2 to 41/2 hours R&R (rest 
and repairs) between sorties. Thanks 
to Team 15 of the 307th 
Organizational Maintenance Squadron 
here, a particular B-52 Stratofortress 
bomber recently acconTlished this  

my life. I can't thank the rescue guys 
enough. Hearing, the choppers moving 
it was the greatest sound I've ever 
heard." 

Other members of the crew of the 
HH-53 making the rescue were: Maj. 
Kenneth E. Ernest, aircraft 
commander; Capt. Joel L. Summers, 
pilot; Sgt. John C. Repper, flight 
engineer; and pararescuemen TSgt. 
Kelsey R. Adams and Sgt. Paul C. 
Perry. 

The team crew chief, SSgt. George 
L. Badger, along with his two 
assistances, Sgt. Danny J. Guillory and 
Sgt. Thomas R. I ssendorf, 
accomplished some hard and fast 
maintenance to make the quick 
turn-arounds possible. Normally at 
U-Tapao, the B-52s get a 12 to 15 
hour rest as opposed to about 36 
hours in the states: 



;  -10 
down 	S 
and resc e units rushed to . . 
the crash site and estab 2 

 iished yoice and beeper 
contact with the pilot. Bad 
weather prevented a pick 
up before" darknes,  how-
ever. The pilot reported a 
broken arm and possible 
broken leg.. 

ThroUgh-out that long 
night, on orbiting HC-130 
kept in contoct with Belli, 
while it searched for the 
second mon. Fighter-
bombers kept the enemy 
away from the pilot. The 
next morning on A-1 Sky-
raider made visual con-
tact with Belli and on 
HH-53 went in for the 
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wondered what makes 
Hills and 'his wife Betty ., 

tickets for home"aames.of 
the Kansas City Chiefs 
rarer than polar bears in 
Panama. The Royal Air 
Force officer commented, 
"I've always been aware 
of American football, but 
they don't pay too much 
attention to it in Eng-
land." About a year ago, 
Hills came to Air Force 
Communications Serv ice 
headquarters, Richards-
Gebsiur AF Mo., as ct 
Deputy Dir tor of Re-: 
quirements n on officer 
exchange program. He 
really wonted to learn the' : 

 game, but it was impov7 

as a different 
l i ke Chinese 

incl a book that 
me a startll 

rough was 
:called A 

uide to Foot. 
this, Hills be-

otball fon. Like 
fons, he had to 

orne games 
ooking in 

to write . a 
.or Hunt, the 

owner, offering 
ketis fc-)r 

ip soccer or 
Eng land 

w or- two tickets to 
iefsame at Munici-
StOditim. Two weeks 

r Hills. received a call 
from Hunt's secretary. • It 
was an invitation for Hills 
and his wife to sit in the 
owner's box for the Chiefs' 
game with the Washing-

tcn Redskins.. "I, got on 
enormous kick °Ur of the 
w'h o I e thing," he said 
after. 

Rose Lynda Duval I,.cen-
ter, recetifes the Oath of 
Enlistment: , from Lt Col 
George:: Ransom (right), 
Commander, Det 408, 
3504th -  Recruiting Gp in 
New -Orleans. So what's  

the big deal''The man on 

the left, who recruited 
Rose, is her dad, MSgt 
Johnny W. Duvall. 

Let's take a couple of 
minutes and give a word of 
cheer for o really' great 
bird who just had her 8th 
birthday awhile back. We 
mean, of course, the C-
141 Storlifter, launched 
exactly 60 years ofterthe 
Wright Brothers' first 
flight. Just exactly what 
has the Storlifter and her 
hardworking crews done to 
earn that kind of praise? 
Well, they helped create 
an all-time low fatality 
rate for persons wounded 
in Vietnam. They trans-
ported more than a mil-
lion pints of blood from 
the US to Southeast Asia. 
The Storlifter fleet was the 
backbone of the Military 
Airlift Command's supply 
line of troops and cargo 
from America to Southeast 
Asio. Astronauts, home 
from their moon travels, 
hove been flown from the 
Pacific to Texas in the 
Starlifter. The fleet has 
now amossed more than 3- 
million flying hours, set-
ting safety records at 
every turn. Cheers. 
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i'de 72. 

MISSION 	 Li-3-01,5-10-a Dec 71 

Ft.IGHT 	 !(in, 21/22/27/23 ' 

ELSSION 	 Ashcan.' 61 7-165 	il.AZ I 
• 

LOCATION: lifiL 6046 (MUCtr",  PAS) 

SAVz.S.:  I 

At 10201. Uucrn time Yd.:1g 	receive c.: a SIN 	....;) 	 fTsiddtal.ely after- 
-yard Ashcan -.!2 was heard- calling for Asncen c on 	Afz,er two such calls 
Ashcan 02 began calling &thg on 	r.- ing 	rleponded. Ashes!: 0:: a-tvised 
that following a SAM launch he iost contact with Asncan 01 and ocserveci a 

.large Clond of orange smoke. King 21 irmediately reqUested the Jolly and 
Sandy .  forces at 	to oe brought to cockpit alert. King :e11 established a SA. 
FaziaUxliC/ of 282.8 w4.A.th Aihcan 02 And a L13cre 	i frequen ,:5 otith invert _ 

r.dontroller 45. Ashcan 02 advised he had 45 mir.utes fuel raining and would 
'continue searching- for Ashcan 01. A few minutes later Ashcan 02 reported 
--hearing an intermittent beeper. -  

• . 	:- 
King 21 ordered the launch of the NKP SAR forces; :equested iron hand, Llint, 

• K1G CAP,. Border Clearance, Tao Air, slow FA t; support, and upload of TOW0Art 
and Pitalzilf... Tailback 31 (.:1-66) .  immediately checked in to report. on Sta-
tion for the SAr... At 1035 Hillsboro advised that all requests were approved 
And. requested forces were either airborne, enroute or alerted. - :.At= t.rtis time ,. 
Nail 43 and 49 checked in as 	moved into tne .:An area. .; 	43 - was des- 
ignated On Scene Commander. 	request for launcn of two additional Jollys 

;and additional Sandy-a was -Passed with a request to bring aaditional 	 -k.s."470 

to 	
- 

alert status. King 23 was launcned frcra Udorn to act as a tanker, 

•....ay 	_ 	, 	- 	- y, 4 0,,,,  n.4.6 _440.a ,  u.,, ,,, ....;15, .a.“u ,a..,..... ......-, ..a.: 	..1..aill ,aloi 

KOT1 scenii.with- replaCement!■raeces' toppLig Off at tankers. Nail ;43 e,-sta 
iirFd.ce ContAc .tz:With the sUrviVorand-Confirmed- bi-:: idisfs.titv as _ 	 . 	., 

ermittektf,1**5,4e.re:fired at the'SA.it -  forces a.rid radar con 
. 

894M ilti' lfiiVS*C0ir!iedifiL'Jthe.4rea.-  

i'Weather Itiqtlit'SAtt._ area Was .  extrimeity poor: -  The survivox- reorted that ., 	 - 	,..r. 	- 

baa es of thlds.Wer-e as. low as 100 feet iwove the tops of the trees. :I° 
:tix the. , ._: -: . s.  tiiizieition the, Sandys a.nd Nails-  took crosscut DI bearings 	4.4 
,artej attoso - _tlit::eack the survivors radio. A Pave Nail was rec tuested to 	- 
:,toariethe 'iithiriceil-AOCa.tiOn. Sandy 01,'King -21, Ind"Nail 4.J discubsed the 
-situation. I-t.:-.Tiaiii'decided to allow-Joily 5;4. , at. ais discretion, attempt to _ 	.. . 
lark up to the' survi_vor Ueneath the- overcast. NumerOus attempts were made, 	: 
.but- weather conditions were such as to preclude -Jolly 52 from reaching the ., -.. 
isurvivor. 

ET 	; 	Downgra''d. e."-daRet tear ititc'a;s., t 	I 
Declassiiizlaf 6r : -12- 	• 
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A:s he 	i.L.2y 	Sana:- 	• 	t.. 

c_do •o KLAV 4_1  V 	 - 
would 	Kir.g 23off:. 
53 ar:d j0. The 4i0 Ck7, 	:And 
Ir.i•g, tut advisde to WO:* 	a.red 
sion activities. t 

	

. 	 Ac-r• 
It was determined that the survivor r.gsri a tr.:,:..m..arm and poeb.s.ole-bz'Wen__ 
leg, but. 14 -.3 nol-il_n7 on. Rd wa i a re-lati-,- 	seetu'e -ar4a,"*qtsi poi:messed 
tWO ra!L . 	 1.1.1t 	ry, tw...4 day aha 	 flares an-1 a pen gun- 
flare. 

: 

	

:r05,:. -,, -;ter numer.:us atter-T'. -.31-.,:i the ,lei.,..7.- "or..:es -..0 c.c.. :::....:• -_.n.z.- 	._.trvivor , 
it was clealded to '3 eoll....-, :..the gro,-ant al.i.-roa...-...tat::s to tir.e 	.. J..v._... 	.-- .ne sur-- . 
vivors position, thrtncn nciigr.1 ,;ily SOCIZI"d,, Wia;S-..:103ct :::Tioug:.....-... tAd maLiroad _ 
that he . could hear wont beir.4 .  dx1O- --gAn:, ''1:-.? roan. -.:mosce I1igt.i....3 wore launched 
and expended. T  

 
During the r...ainder of the art.ernnon a minim= of SAM la -.:::er.e.i-  were ot... 
served with Irer. Hand accomplidning four''O'retective -reaction -  strikes. A 
total of 32 zlint,, 1410 ..:AP-aind Tac Air ai;:c.raft 1-.,1d oe-r  :.;.:: -......d •..-1 their 
tankers. At10402 King 21 turned oper -etior.al cortrol over t. ,..; •i...ng 22.-- 

King 22 launched at 0730Z to tecr;me a -.anker 	 con- 
tacted King 21 for information and were briefed La hold 320/10 ,t4.3 50 from 
CH 89 in case we would be needed. King 2j wa ac.ing as --..eiker when we 
arrived OS. King 22 monitored the" progress at tne SAm . until taicing over ..as 
AMC at 10,40Z. -At that tithe Nail 20 was 	over ii-SQ t,c3 Nail..25. After 
talking with the survivor and:Sandy-11, Nail 25 oecame CSC. Kiri 21 talked 
with Nail 25 and recieved orinan-ne rt.:cur:1.4^fr 	c remain:ie.:. of tne night.- 
We had raonitared King_ 21 ,  s previous requests anc Kin & 22 also requested 
42 and 49 and addi 	1.11..11 52,fli;ght on Lol .ar %gni-pp- fed f.ircraft every 
30 minutes for the remainder of the night from JACK an• -NJAM., , Smoke .  42.... 
and 1.3 chec!ie.d in with.  :Y!... 12 52 and were par-  to work with Mali. 25. Rini: 22 Wati' 

• informed,.that. there wOuld be blint,, : IroWitaiK1 an,1 BOider aiarantz "tot-'12fa:fa-z; 
*reminder ont,he night . ,: however - we would, have RIG CAP only '.unt:L1 
Inquires with JACK. and MOOtliAk on th status or our ordnance tequiista 'Vert! 

Ai.iA2002, Xi '22..-tlii-lieAso ei- AMC"t0 	27 . 	 -A 	- 

• 

knegat 	 . Ling _ 	 V - 

iiarsai4ed at'.1.03 - 	01 .-- ghv ucancap for:Ashcarr , 
scene :and_ ass#ed cernand at 1200Z :froMliiii:22. On'Scia .124;4. -Conleanderwa 
Pave Nail 25.. Weather over the survivor was 8/8. Pave'1i1 25was:request: l

-ing GNI 24/49 or CIA' 224 as backup. There was r:one on the way at this time. 
Advised by JACK at 1256Z -  that blue - .Chip could not get Loran equipped air-
craft and that we should contact 112:4Niacitki for all resouices. At 1258Z pave 
Wail 25 completed putting in Smoke 42/43 with hi,U 52 and J)-30.. Pave Safi 
25 advised us that he needed Conmando 'Nail for live nos. 235, 532 and 405. 
King 27 advised MOCNisaLM and the advisedbennett flight With Loran and (... 'BU 
224  was intound. Nail 25 worked Bennett flight and tin CH 89. Nail 09' 
sursed OSC. At, this time Lhere was no contact with Ashcan -:01A oy Nail 09 

SECRET 

	

- 	- 

L11411 

	

and 	 .Ittit..1-61 let 

	

1.1;t1.71 	 : 
	

". 
	 Jupores- 
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. 	-'_ 	 . 

on Line 	 a 
1!-.1 sof* 

usc. 	 - 	e!.;:.-.:Fed aircraft 
=_cic 	.•" 	-7 	 . - . - -.- 	 - 	 ' r the 

- 	. 
_ 

an: 	 - 
-or ne,dr7-,...: 	4;77 	...Z. 1 

he CnCLn  
r. the 	e:'fort. 	 LLa 	 2t) 

ndr.utes lator 	, 	 (' -12 .71 	 3C Lint and 
Hiller flight put In strikes •...nder dir t. c 	ai.L 1. 	I.?..252. Nail 
13 talked to survivor again. He 	 'wea.tber 
north but still overhead surv -Ivor. Nail 13 	 he 	.'et iithirz 
about I 3/4 miles c:' survivor.: pcsItionISP..:'aaa Ln Lea J 	 in 
and struck 	no. 532. Hen. ..-in 	 al.... 
flights and t..1...F,n 	 IC: 7.1; • 	 liaLL 13 said 
wer.ther was ir.trovi.ng  and a firs. .int err rt 	e 5LL c-o come in 
from the west. 	1926Z Biser. 01 -F-105 Iron Anc, declare..2 an emergency 
due to severe vibrations. ' - osition was 	 2 SOB, fLiel. state 1).5. 
Bison 02 was wing man and made visual .^.F7-ection and foumd. nothing. Bison 
01 landed safely at CH 89 at 19/40Z„ At time .  emergency was declared King 
77  notified JACK and requested P,Aro at CH 89. At 1945 r■iaii 18 assumd 
OSC. At 2020Z Fenway 1 and 2 made .its_strike aXIJ Fenway 1 returned to 
lead in Cass.er 1/2. At 2120Z Nail 18 reported weather improving and 
survivor could see the moan. -Gunfighter 32 flight was RTB'd with hip . 1_ 
load by:Bigte Chip. -  At 2140Z !•1001t1as, M advised Nail 13 	 ' diw to  
-heavy traffic was detecited-„2 to 4 miles -  N§.  of D--30. -..Gunfighte*.. 
-->WhichyMd .  been directed to am was returned and '.4eadr.in 

	

A 	 A 

ff.= the.7. eve- . 	c. At about 22201 King 27 oriefed ancf.  
'Sandy 1/2 were airborne and had the sitaition'• •,•.••..,•: 

the titee'Xiiig 27 RT13' d. - King '27-  orbit was on _ 
cL,W:,iii-':50';NN Of CH 89. At 14561 a 3AM launch is detected apd/-eighted 

fbrces in the area of the survivor. Their orbits Were .0i:dusted to 
whet. -tacredfl.knowledge of loran procedures and terminOlogY t4.14ere4 

King-27-Trces helping Nail PACS as much as possible. - A inore-prectie 
definition of Commando Mail, and an understanding of SL syiiitefs' 	 , 
'srecif C'Ally would have been .very helpful. F.00nz.ear. aseigpectlii 
who monitored our SAR frequencies and provided us With a-  ecetttnuot flowl 
of ordnance.. About 2 hours prior to first li.ght Invert advisedlEing ..47' ,  
that Peach Anchor was up with 80,000 # gas for SAR strike arrmt?ifirrt'' 

3 
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-417Z:V Decerter 

YiESIGN NUA:2R: A-3-040 

FLICIFT DESIGTi•N: KING 22 

MISSION OBJECTIVE: GHOST 033 ( 

LCCATION: 40NM SE CHU :AI 

SAVES: Twr (Por:cot/a:AT) 

AMY C.CHRA GUNSHIP) 	(A - I 6- 

At 920/, during P,Th to Cam Ranh _lay from Udorn, a call for any aircraft was 
received on 243.0 from Ghost 033. King 22 responded to the cal: and asked 
for the nature of Ghost 033 , s difficulty and position. Ghost 033 replied - 
that his natigation equipment and failed, he was in IFTE conditions, low oaf.' - 
fuel, and unsure of his position. King 22 directed Ghost 033 to sqvawk - 
emergency for radar pick-up and also requested MP hold down for a DF att4 c  
GCI and Danang approach control both reported that they were not receivingliitA 
IF? emergency Squawk. Ring 22 continued with standard air reecue • lost air,-." 
craft" procedures and determined that Ghost 033 was approximately 40 SE otrer)' 
Chu tat.  

Ghost 033 was advised to head 3000  and climb to 5000* minimum to avoid poaast.. 
ble high terrain King 22 then accomplished a DF intercept on Ghost 013--S 
Ghost 033 was intercepted approximately 2811M southeast of Chu lai. Anson r  
provided updated data on facilities available at Chu Lai which were related 
to Ghost 033. Ghost 033 landed safely at 2240L. 

LESSON LEARNED:  During the course of this mission Ghost 031 wee aaked ter 
make turns for radar identification. As a helicopter his barn mama 
much smaller than that of a fixed wing aircraft. Because at 
necessary to have . Ohost 033 fly the new heading for several_ 

te.the4R-Tactatill.°131"Itunitytorecognize the  tuft., 

RING 22 CISAIIDOSHS 

res- Xdriathhil  
'cr no :Sam? 
at Capt, Beeson 
Int Capt Condi. 
HO TSgt Parr 
RO TSgt Alford 
FE TSgt lamb 
FE SSgt Stubbs 
124 SSgt Alexander 

ADDISRlittacMfaa 
riereeo-ritia 
Sit Clot Rageroi- 	' 
CP Capt 
• lki 

•HO TSgt Pianos 
FE 'Mgt Tye 
FS SSgt Underwood 
Lit SSgt Gartland 

Cr:r-or-T 

Robert1
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ler-S 0 I 2 

Individual 
Contacted; 

Local Time 
and itte : 

MICROFILMED BY iSAM 

- 0.14DI4TE 
350 DAY 1971 
18.21.31Z 
MSG 6 002727 
FROM: AESC 

OTTSZYUw ROmmRSA8483 3501314-111;mBUCIMAA. 

61455Z DEC 71 
FM 3ARRGP TSN AR RvN 
TO RUEFROA/CSAF/CONMAND POST 
RUHHBBA/PACAF 
RUrIMAA/HQ ARRS/COMMAND POST/SCOTT AFB ILL 

' V 
	

A 
RUrpAAA/MAC/MAOCCP- 
RUHHBBA/41ARRWG/CONTROL CENTER/00C/HICKAM AFB HAWAII 
RUHHHOA/CINCPAC/CC 
RHMSMVA/MACV SAIGON RVN 
RUEKAAA/USAF/AFEOC/FT RITCHIE MO 
RUmFRBA/CTF 77 
RUHGOSA/CTG 77.0 
RUWTFJA/USAFMPC/DPmCS RANDOLPH AFB TX 
RUMOJAA/39ARRS CRB AS RVN 
RUMuJNA/OL A 3ARRGP SON TRA AB RVN 
RUMOSRA/OL B 3ARRGP UDORN AFLD THAI 
RUHGOEA/CTG 77.4 
RUMFRJA/CTG 77.5 
RUHGOXA/CTG 77.6 

PAGE 2 RUMMRSA8483SECRET 
RUMUJBA/37ARRS DA NANG AB RVN 
RUMOREA/40ARRS NAKHON PHANOM APRT THAI 
RUMuU8A/8TFW UBON AFLD THAI 
BT 

1. REPOR T lb ut 
2. MISSION NUMBER: 03-023 DECEMBER 1971  

Classified by 

SUBJECT TO GENERAL LiaaiSSIFICATIOVe 
SCHEDULE OF Ersarnun. OMER 11 - 
AUTOMATICALLY DOWNGRADED AT 
YEAR INTERVALS 
DZICLASSIFIED 	

 
ON 

 

3. SITUATION: F-4 CREW RECEIVED GROHND FIRE AND BAILED OUT OF 
AIRCRAFT. 

A. DESCRIPTION OF SAR OBJECTIVE: 
1. F-4/668744/CAMOUFLAGED/HEADPIN 01 
2. TACTICAL 
3. MAJ MORRIS/UBON THAILAND/8 TFW 
4 •  2 ROB 
S. NONE 
6. USAF STANDARD 

- IMMEDIATE 
350 DAY 1971 
14.21.31Z 
MSG 6 002727 
FROM: AESC 

* C.L' 1.9SIRCATIN CANCELLEt 

o hanged to 

ay Audady of 	

i 

r c 	(thzeo).—LI 	c.1 

nr 



350 DAY 1971 	 * t
PI  C 4 .Lai . 

- IM;Z-B1-ATE 	
.---. ..--. 

14.21.31Z 	 • 
MSG 0 002727 
FROM: AESC 	 as ************* 

7. 1133Nr 10451E 
B. ACTION TAKEN: 

1. 7AF JRCC/0708Z/7AF CP BLUE CHIP 
2. 0708Z ON ALERT AT UBON 

PAGE 3 RUMMRSA8483SECRET 
3. 07082 SAR FORCES LAUNCHED AT UBON 

C. PERSONAL INFORMATION 
1. TWO POBt TWO PICKED UP 
2. CAMBODIAN HELO CALL SIGN KHMER (UHI) LANDED BESIDE AIR-

MEN AND MADE PICK UP. 
4. DOWNED AIRMEN WERE FLOWN TO PHNOM PENH AIRPORT. 

D. FLYING ACTIVITY: 
1. 40 ARRS/HH-53/3.0HR/2 SORTIES 
2. 55 SOW/A-1/3.0HR/2 SORT/ES 
3. 39 ARRS/C-130/3.0HR/1 SORTIE 

E. SAVES DATA: NO SAVES CLAIMED 
F. SUMMRAY OF SAR ACTIONS: 

1. INITIAL NOTIFICATION OF DOWNED AIRCRAFT WAS PASSED TO 
JOKER BY 7AF CP (BLUE CHIP). JOKER SCRAMBLED JOLLY GREEN 55 AND 
61. SY 5 AND 6. KING 24 HAD JUST DEPARTED CAM RANH BAY TO REPLACE 
K-21 ON ORBIT AND WAS DIVERTED TO THE SEARCH AREA. IT WAS THEN RE-
PORTED TO JOKER 5Y BLUE CHIP THAT BOTH PILOTS WERE PICKED UP BY 
CAMBODIAN HELO AND TAKEN TO PHNOM PENH. JOLLY GREEN 55 AND 61 WERE 
TOLD TO CONTINUE TO PHNOM PENH TO PICK RESCUED CREW AND RETURN THEM 
TO HOME STATION. TELEPHONE CONTACT WAS MADE WITH DOWNED CREW AT 

PAGE 4 RUMMRSA8483SECRET 
PHNOM PENH AND THEY REPORTED NO INJURIES. JOLLY GREEN 55 PICKED 
UP DOWNED CREWMEN AT PHNOM PENH AIRPORT AND RETURNED THEM TO UBON 
WITHOUT INCIDENT. 

2. SEE ITEM D 
3. N/A 

GP-4 
BT 
48483 

- IMMEDIATE 
350 DAY 1971 
14.21.31Z 
MSG 4 002727 
FROM: AESC 



Gunfighter 82 SAR - 18 Dec 1971 	 Page 1 of 2 

Gunfighter 82A/B 
18 Dec 1971 

(tape courtesy of Robert "Black Bart" Bartunek, Sandy pilot) 

Gunfighter 82 was an F-4E crew assigned to the 366th TFW at DaNang AB, RVN. On the 
night of 17 December 1971, Gunfighter 82 was downed by a SAM near Mu Gia Pass 
about 65 run east of Nakhon Phanom RTAFB, Thailand. Mu Gia Pass was a notoriously 
bad place situated along the Ho Chi Mihn trail. One week earlier, the crew of Ashcan 02, 
an F-105 Wild Weasel was downed and rescued in the same general vicinity. 

Both 7th Air Force News and Pacific Stars and Stripes ran stories of the rescue. 

Gunfighter 82A was Lt Col Arthur Blissett 
Gunfighter 82B was Lt Michael Murray 

There were two HH-53 Super Jolly Green Giant rescue helicopters from the 40th ARRS 
out of NKP Thailand, with Jolly Green 30 performing the actual pickup: 

Jolly Green 30 was crewed by Maj. Clyde E. Bennett, aircraft commander; Maj Donald L. 
Roston, pilot; A IC William T. Lyles, flight engineer; and pararescuemen MSgt Daniel L. 
Schmidt, SSgt William E. Brown and Sgt Dennis E. Williamson. 

Four Sandy's were involved in the pickup of Gunfighter 82. Sandy 01 and 02 were working 
the survivor and Sandy 03 and 04 initially remained with the HH-53s west of the survivors 
location. 

Sandy 01 was Capt Roger Youngblood 
Sandy 02 was Capt Ron Smith 
Sandy 03 was 
Sandy 04 was 

Nail 07 was on scene and assisted in putting in air strikes to suppress enemy activity. 

Nail 07 was I?? 

Participant's Accounts 

• Sandy 01 - Capt. Roger Youngblood 
• Gunfighter 82A - Lt Col. Art Blissett 
• Jolly Green 30 Aircraft Commander - Maj Clyde Bennett - Text and photos 
• Jolly Green 30 Lead PJ - SSgt. William E. Brown 

http //209.39 156 3/skyraider/skyassn/sartapes/8182/gfS2 .htm 	 1/25/99 



Gunfighter S2 SAR - 18 Dec 1971 	 Page 2 of 2 

The tape is presented here in its entirety It runs 24 minutes and 25 seconds and is in 
RealAudio format. You will need RealAudio on your computer system in order to access 
the tape. 

The tape begins with Sandy 01 about to commit the SAR force to the pick-up of 
Gunfighter 82A. Up until this time, there was only one objective, the pilot (A) of 
Gunfighter 82. Gunfighter 82B (the WS0). was not in contact with the SAR pickup force 
up until this point in time. As Sandy 01 briefed the rescue forces on the forthcoming pick-
up attempt, Gunfighter 82B suddenly came up on his survival radio. This forced a short 
"fall back and regroup" delay while Sandy 01 located the back seater (Bravo). 

Soon all is sorted out and both survivors were ready for pick-up The tape ends as Jolly 30 
with both survivors on board exited the area to the northwest. 

Download the latest version of RealAudio Player 

Ilov‘ do I act the RealPlaver to \kork? 

Play Gunfighter 82 SAR tape 

http://209.39.156.3/skyraider/skyassn/sartapes/gf82/gt82.htm 	 1/25/99 



To: 	Robert LaPointe, rlapointe 
From: Bill Brown, INTERNET:nremtwebofogattmall.com 
Date: 6/21/99, 5:03 AM 
Re: 	Re: Test of e-mail address 

Bob, 

Crew's Names 

Maj. Clyde Bennett, AC 
Maj. Dan Ruston, CP 
Sgt. William Lyle, FE 
SSgt William E. Brown, Jr, PJ 
Sgt Dennis C. Williamson, PJ 
MSgt Dan Schmidt, PJ 

Have article from Stars and Stips newspaper. Do you have FAX number. 

Author of article is me. Accepted for publication but no published to date in 
VIET NAM, a magazine. Don't know if and when they will publish it, but you 
can use it first. Do you want to contact Col. nlissett? I can find his phone 
number to get his account. I talked with him last year while passing through 
FL. Also, have you checked out the Sandy Web Page? Skyriaider 
Association will lead you there. 

Bill Brown 
	 (y_u b j r-IB r 	-;) 

	  Internet Header 	  
Sender: nremtwebofc@attmail:com 
Received: from Irau.lr.mt.np.els-gms.att.net  (lrau.lr.mt.np.els-gms.att.net  [199.191.144 

by hil-zmg-5.compuserve.com  (8.8.6/8.8.6/2.19) with SMTP id JAA11867 
for clapointe@compuserve:como; Mon, 21 Jun 1999 09:03:12 -0400 (EDT) 

Date: Mon, 21 Jun 1999 08:57:35 +0000 
From: nremtwebofc@attmail.com  (Bill Brown) 
Received: from nremtwebofc by attmail; Mon Jun 21 12:55:00 GMT 1999 
Subject: Re: Test of e-mail address 
In-Reply-To: your message <199906181809_MC2-79EF-1A5F@compuserve.com > of Fri Jun 18 18:0 
To: rlapointegcompuserve.com  (Robert LaPointe) 
Mime-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: Text/Plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 
Message-ID: <winATT-3_0-nremtwebofc-20194attmail.como 
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54-5,1"-  (L. 
t13/ L /c 	&, 

The Combat Rescue of Gunfighter It 

We completed our 36 hours as "high bird" knowing that if a mission would be called 

we would be designated first-in, or "low bird" for any air rescue attempts that would be 

made over the Ho Chi Minh Trail, Laos or on the western side of North Viet Nam. The 

40th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service, the squadron of HH-53 "Super Jolly 

Greens" was on alert 24 hours a day throughout the year. Tomrrow would be December 

19, 1971 and all was calm when the rescue crew went to bed. 

We were awakened about mid-night and told to report to intelligence for a briefing. 

- An American aircrew was shot-down, and we were to be "low-bird" on the mission. I 

immediately remembered that as we changed from high-bird to low-bird, I had changed 

positions from "Number 1" PJ (Pararescueman) to "Number 2" PJ, meaning if one o the 

PJ's was to go on the ground to rescue, provide medical care, or support a pilot, I would 

not be the one assigned. I was struck a blow of "hard luck" which affected many 

Pararescueman during Nam; I wouldn't be the primary PJ but would serve as a member 

of the team rather than the rescurer. We jumped out of bed, put on our clothes, hit the 

head and waited only seconds for the truck to take us to intelligence for our rescue 

briefing. 

After passing the security checks we entered the bowels of intelligence at Nakhon 

Phanom Air Base in Thailand where much of the intelligence gathering taking place 

along the Ho Chi Mien Trail was housed. The room was small without windows. Charts 

and maps were on every wall with lights shinning on them for better clarity. The room 

was dark, setup in theater style. In the front was an Air Force officer, behind him maps 

of the familiar geography of Laos. We knew this mission was not going to be easy. The 



maps were covered with up to a hundred green and red dots with intersecting circles 

arotmd each dot. It resembled a bowl of cheerios with colored dots at the center. The 

dots represented anti-aircraft guns and surface to air missile sites. The intell officer 

briefed us that we were to attempt the rescue of two F-4 pilots shot down by surface-to-

air missiles "SAM.s" while bombing Mia Guia Pass It would be a first light rescue 

attempt and we would approach the area under cover of darkness. The pass, a well 

known target of US fighter bombers, was a place along the trail where the trail became 

congested because it passed through a narrow valley with 1,500 foot mountain cliffs on 

each side. The pass appeared about four miles in length, and contained caves in the 

boarder cliffs that housed North Viet Namese soldiers and their radar guided anti-aircraft 

guns. The nightly and seasonal airbattles fought over Mu Ca Pass were a test for the best 

of America's pilots. Intel] did not know the exact location of the pilots but the pilots had 

established radio contact with an OV-10 "Cuvy" FAC who was circling over the area 

offering moral support and a link to safety for the two pilots. Intel also said the area 

where the pilots ejected contained fires representing troop concentrations, multiple SAM 

sites, and anti-aircraft guns. Our anxiety increased with each word as we knew taking 

helicopters into this area of the war zone would be most dangerous. It was in this same 

area two years before, Boxer 22 was rescued. Boxer 22 was later described in the 

Pararescue 50 Years  as follows: "On December 6, 1969, Boxer 22, an F-4C goes down in 

Laos directly over the Ho Chi Minh Trail, an awesomely fortified transportation network. 

During the next three days, ARRS coordinates one of the largest search and rescue 

missions ever to be conducted in Southeast Asia. One pararescuman, David M. Davidson 



loses his life. The search and rescue task force flies 336 sorties and fifty-one hours in 

support. Although the F-4 pilot is never recovered, the navigator 1st Lt, Woodrow J. 

Bergeron is rescued. Nearly forty pararescumen participate in action against the enemy. 

Some are wounded in the foray. When it is over five of the ten helicopters involved 

never fly again because of battle damage. Five Sandy A-I's suffer heavy damage"1. 

Although this account was written many years later, the members of the 40th ARRS were 

well aware of the history of Boxer-22. 

Down at the flight line it was business as usual. A little joking to relieve the stress and 

- a long preflight check to assure all systems were functioning properly. Our aircraft 

commander, Lt.Col. Clyde Bennett and co-pilot Major Don Roston were welcome 

additions. We knew if the going was getting rough these two helicopter pilots would not 

back down in the face of enemy fire. The flight engineer, William Lyles, was 

experienced and we had flown many alert missions together. My fellow Pararescueman, 

Dennis Williamson, was my "buddy" in SCUBA school, a fellow PJ classmate, and one I 

knew I could count on if the going got rough. Before take off, Tasked Denny if he 

wanted to change positions, from "Number 1" PJ to "Number 2". He agreed, and I 

prepared my gear to ride the hoist down into enemy territory. A CAR-I5 with 200 

rounds of ammo, two radios with six backup batteries, one quart of water, two one-pint 

water flasks, trauma bandages, pen flares, maps, and a Randal knife comprised the gear I 

would carry if it became necessary to ride the hoist into the jungle. All was in working 

order and I rechecked the knots on a ten foot section of rope I had concocted with a snap 

link tied to each end. One end would be snapped to the hoist support and the other free to 

snap onto a pilot's parachute harness should a quick retrieval become necessary. 



After pre-flight checks we took off straight for Mu Gia Pass It was about an 80 

minute flight. We were to be supported by all the planes in the inventory of the Air Force 

in order to complete a successful recovery of the two American pilots. MIGCAP, F-4's 

would be circling the area to prevent a loss of any rescue forces similar to the January 

1970 loss of a Jolly Green helicopter shot down by a MM. We would have F-105's 

"Wild Weasels" to take care of SAM missile sites. The always supporting A-I E "Sandy" 

aircraft, loaded with anti-personnel bombs and other weapons would be on-scene, 

locating, circling and protecting the survivors. The OV-10 would also continue to circle 

• the area talking with the survivors and rescue forces. The C-130 "King" birds would be 

present to keep in contact with headquarters MAC-V and to re-fill the gas tanks via air-

to-air refueling with the Jolly Greens. In all, some 30-40 planes would begin this first 

light rescue attempt. 

While en route we loaded our mini-guns. Each Jolly had three 7.62 cal mini-guns 

capable of firing 2,000 or 4,000 bullets per minute. The best venue for defense was the 

rear mounted gun, placed on the ramp of the helicopter. From there a PJ in a "gun-tub" 

could burst fire the mini-gun and serve as a stinger at the end of the tail of the helicopter. 

During the rescue attempt, we all knew we had to swing the mini-gun designed to fire 

out the rescue door away from its position and that it would serve no benefit for our 

defense. Loading the guns in the dark was a skill possessed by every RI because most 

approaches to missions were accomplished in early morning as "first lighters". Once 

clearance was given we fired the guns into the blackness of the night. Jolly 36, serving as 

our high bird left a trail of red dots falling thousands of feet into the jungle below. We 

knew all was ready as we began a three mile circle in a "safe" area over Laos, where no 



anti-aircraft guns or SAMs had been reported by intelligence. The helicopters were to 

remain in this pattern, circling at 10,000 feet until the survivors were found and the scene 

was determined by the Sandy pilots as "safe" for helicopters to enter. 

As the search phase was conducted, we often took dives down to the jungle top, when 

altered first by "SAM Warning" later followed by "SAM Launch". The dives of the 

helicopter, spinning around in a tight circle, with each crew member looking for an 

upcoming SAM, occurred a number of times during the morning. On a half-dozen or so 

occasions we saw the "telephone pole size" missiles race past low flying aircraft and 

detonate high in the sky near an F-4 covering MIGCAP, or leaving the scene after 

dropping ordnance to keep the enemy busy while rescue forces attempted to locate the 

survivors. We knew the jungle canopy must have been thick because even though we 

could hear the Bravo Survivor on the radio, no one could place a visual on his position. 

The Alpha Survivor was easily located, hanging in a tree, unable to get out of his 

parachute harness and descend to the ground. His height above the ground was estimated 

at 250 feet and he possessed only 150 feet of let-down cord. We knew his rescue would 

be pretentious. Smoke from Bravo was difficult to see, dissipating as it drifted toward the 

sky. Both survivors had passed the identifier test used by the Air Force and had answered 

their personal questions correctly. With positive identity known, the exact location of the 

Alpha survivor and near location of Bravo, a rescue attempt was about ready. The final 

touch came when a Sandy overflew the area at a very slow speed and did not receive any 

ground fire. It seemed the troop concentrations we were alerted to by intelligence was a 

few miles away with thick jungle and mountainous terrain between the pilots and the 



camp. However, the ARRS had been caught in traps laid by the enemy before, and this 

rescue would be accomplished like all others with full combat support. 

We circled around as the sun rose high in the pass and mountains. It was a lovely 

sight, thick green trees, and mountains that would be excellent to sport climb. From the 

air it looked so peaceful even though the area was completely controlled by North Viet 

Namese regulars. Monitoring the radios we heard Sandy lead signal the forces it was 

time for a rescue attempt. We began the "run-in". 

Run-ins begin with a fast helicopter dive from altitude to tree-top level. The drop is 

- similar to ascending the longest roller-coaster ride in the world with a G-force ending that 

requires one to grunt and plant your feet in order to remain standing during the transition 

from vertical to horizontal. Two hundred miles an hour at tree top level. Doors on the 

helicopter are all open with wind whipping through the helicopter at breath-taking speeds. 

All equipment is tied down. Fingers on the triggers of mini-guns, pointing out toward the 

ground. Heads kept low, squinting through the sites. Noise so loud that you can not hear 

yourself yell at the top of your lungs. Radio blasting instructions to the pilot about 

distance to the survivors; 8 miles, 6 miles, 4 miles, closer and closer, jumping high trees 

causing every crewmember to leave their seats and bless the inventor of the safety tie 

down strap. Pulses pounding in the chest, sweating from both the heat of the jungle and 

nerves squeezing the sweat glands. Anxiety high, remembering training, remembering 

commands, watching other members, anticipating the slowing of the Jolly to hover when 

the danger increases ten fold. Will this be it? Will this be the pinnacle of a years worth of 

training, the reason we served in the Air Force, the opportunity to bring home an 

American pilot, to snatch him from the hands of the enemy? Or, will we be in the fight 



of our lives, small rounds popping through the thin skin of the helicopter? Will all of us 

make it alive? Will we need our medic skills? Questions, questions, questions, eyes 

open wondering! Then the Sandy lead tells Col. Bennett straight ahead 3/4 quarter of a 

mile, a clump of higher trees at a one o'clock position, that is the position of the Bravo 

survivor. The Jolly begins to slow and flare toward a hover. The blurring trees come into 

focus. The canopy is thick. We listen, no small arms fire thus far, the Sandy's begin 

circling the Jolly, weaving around attempting to draw small arms fire upon themselves. 

Jolly 30 is in a hover, the Bravo survivor says over the radio he can hear the helicopter 

but can not see it. We hover around the general area until he tells us we are over his head 

and he can see the helicopter. We lower the jungle penetrator seat, 100 feet a minute, 

taking more than two minutes to reach the ground. Bravo says he can't see the 

penetrator, the canopy is too thick and the vines in the jungle prevent him from finding 

the penetrator. Col. Bennett tells Sgt Lyles to bring up the hoist and send down a PJ to 

attempt the rescue. I know it's me, my time has come, I am ready As we wait for the 

hoist to return from earth, I recheck everything. Finally after what seems like eternity it 

is here. I quickly strap myself in and begin the descent. After exiting the helicopter I see 

how exposed we are, we are on a ridge above the trail, the sun is bright, thankfully there 

is no small arms fire. Sgt. Lyle lowers me into the jungle, the ride is much faster on the 

hoist, banging through the trees, pushing the jungle away from me and the gear. No 

slowing down, my weight brings me down fast, I crash onto the jungle floor. Standing, I 

see Lt. Murry, the Bravo survivor talking into his radio, looking up at the helicopter, he 

doesn't see me! I have come down through the trees and he can't see me! I am only 20- 



30 yards away and he doesn't see me; how dumb can a pilot be? I jump up and down 

waving my arms. He continues to look up at the helicopter and doesn't look in any other 

direction. I make the decision, one I did not want to make, to leave the security of the 

hoist and approach the Bravo survivor. I run toward him as I get within 10 feet he sees 

me, his face is full of fright, he knows I am not the enemy. I signal him to follow and he 

does. We can not speak to each other, my helmet is on, I am monitoring the radios. We 

begin the ascent to the helicopter, still there is no small arms fire. I am confident we will 

complete one-half of the rescue attempt. We break the tree line and are exposed again to 

; a 360 degree angle for small arms fire. No firing occurs. Sandy's continuing to circle the 

Jolly in close range. Any enemy on the ground would know where we were, the noise is 

unbelievable. Sgt. Lyle pulls us into the helicopter and Lt. Murry is as safe as we are. He 

takes a seat in one of the bunks while we attempt rescue of the Alpha survivor. 

Alpha survivor, so named because he occupied the front seat of an F-4, remains 

suspended in a tree not far from the site of the successful recovery of his fellow 

cremmember. Jolly 30 hovers over in his direction. Sgt. Lyle and I look into the trees 

and see the pilot. His chute rests next to him in the tree. Shroud lines and silk 

enveloping him, the tree and nearby trees. He is 150 feet below the Jolly. I attached my 

snap linked rope to the penetrator thinking it may be difficult to get the pilot onto the 

hoist in mid-air about 250 feet above the ground. I can not talk to Lyle, my radio is set 

on the rescue frequency and Lyle is on the intercom of Jolly 30. He gives the hand signal 

to prepare to be lowered and I give him the thumbs up. He begins lowering me. Within 

seconds I am next to the pilot, he reaches for me and the penetrator. He fails. I oscillate 

below the chopper, feet apart yet so close to freedom. Lyle commands the helicopter to 



adjust position and I swing from side to side. Grabbing parachute lines I pull my way 

toward the pilot. I am near enough and quickly snap the link into his parachute harness. 

We will be together for the remainder of the rescue. Lyle moves the hoist in an attempt 

to get me closer to the pilot but now that! am hooked into him, I turn upside down, 

hanging by the hoist, wrapped in shroud lines, 250 feet above the ground. I radio the 

crew that I have the survivor on the hoist; a signal to begin lifting us upward. Then I feel 

the parachute lines which are tangled into my gear, around the hoist, the pilot and myself. 

They are preventing us from ascending to the safety of the helicopter. My knife is 

strapped to the calf of my leg. [have to reach it. With great strain I grab the knife as I 

feel the pressure of the parachute cord on my legs, pulling them with great force. I 

unsheathe the knife and only tap the lines, they spring apart like a broken string on a 

guitar. I have to cut perhaps ten lines as we ascend. I can not see the Alpha Survivor, he 

is below me attached to the hoist by my home-made rescue device. I only hope as I am 

cutting lines that the knots I have tied hold and he does not fall 250 feet to his death. We 

have been in a hover over the survivor for a three or four minute period, still there is no 

ground fire. For this I am thankful. Sgt. Lyle brings us to the helicopter and I am 

brought in the door, the alpha survivor is still attached to the rope below the helicopter. 

Lyle and Williamson reach below the helicopter and bring him into the Jolly. We quickly 

inform Col. Bennett the survivors are aboard and Jolly 30 begins the dangerous extraction 

from the scene. Slowly gaining speed, following a course behind three Sandy's flying 

ever so slowly to attract any ground fire before the Jolly passes over a site. Picking up 

speed, manning mini-guns, listening to F-4's draw anti-aircraft fire and attention away 



from rescue forces. Gaining speed we stay on the tree tops, out of the immediate rescue 

area., following a course plotted by intelligence, we gain speed until Sandy lead tells us its 

time to go to altitude. 

In the Jolly we begin to relax as we gain altitude. We know with each minute we are 

further from the Mu Gia Pass further from immediate danger, further from the enemy. 

Lt. Murry needs wound care from an ejection injury and Sgt Williamson provides 

medical care. Col. Blissett rests on the cot, the crews voices are picking up, you can hear 

the excitement, the joy, the accomplishment, "Shit hot", is called out more than once by 

Sandy's, King, Phantom Pilots. The joy passes along airwaves throughout Laos, there 

will be celebrating tonight in rescue forces. We approach Thailand, unload the mini-

guns and prepare for a "fly-by" of the flight line. We see NKP in the distance and ready 

smoke granades we will pop in celebration Already 100-150 fellow rescueman, pilots, 

mechanics, avionics technicians, PS's, medics, every type of specialist who supports these 

missions is there to participate in the joy of the rescue of American pilots. The fly-by 

smoke fills the chopper, everyone is smiling. We land and taxi to our spot on the tarmac, 

shutting down the engines. Col. Blissett is first out, he is sprayed with champagne, 

followed by Lt. Murry also a victim of rescue celebration champagne. Next comes Air 

Craft Commander Clyde Bennett, splashed with buckets of water, like the coach of a 

Super Bowl team. Col. Bennett held Jolly 30 in a hover over enemy held territory for 

between an eight and ten minute period in full exposure of any enemy on the ridge. 

Finally the remainder of the crew. We gather in front of Jolly 30 for a picture and 

everyone gives warm embraces and handshakes thanking each other for a mission well 

done. The survivors are lead off in a military ambulance to the hospital for a checkup, 



the ground crews park the Jolly, maintenance men immediately begin checkups. The 

crew boards the transport trucks and heads back to the barracks. We are off alert for the 

rest. of the day. Soon we will be asleep, resting for another mission, another opportunity 

to fulfill the air rescue motto, "These things we do, so that others may live". 

Epilogue: Ssgt William Brown never had an opportunity to talk with the pilots he 

rescued from the jungles in North Viet Nam until years later. He received the 

Distinguished Flying Cross for his efforts in the rescue of Gunfightere2 in the US mail 

after being discharged from the Air Force. His father, a member, and later Commander 

t of the Ohio Department of AMVETs contacted the Air Force in 1975 and asked them to 

locate Col. Blissett, the Alpha survivor. During an Ohio AMVET convention in 

Columbus, Ohio, Col. Blissett, in a surprise ceremony, thanked and presented SSgt. 

Brown with his DEC in front of family and friends. Gunfighter t2 finally was a mission 

complete. 



The crews of the "Jolly 30" and the "Gunfighter 82" celebrate after the rescue in 1971. 
From left: Staff Sgt William Brown. Jr., Staff Sgt William Lyles. the pilot Lt Col Clyde 
Bennett. Lt Col Arthur Blissett, Lt Michael Murray. Sgt Dennis Williamson, and co-pilot 
Maj Don Roston 
Photo courtesy of William Brown. Jr 
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The Rescue of Gunfighter 82 

William E. Brown, Jr. 

Abstract 

When an aircraft went down in Southeast Asia, massive resources were mobilized to 
recover the aircrew. Often, it was a race between United States forces and the enemy 
to see who could get there first. Predictably, the US determination to rescue aircrew 
led to a target-rich environment for the enemy, with ambushes and antiaircraft traps. 
In the end, US efforts often depended upon a lone junior enlisted pararescueman 
going down a hoist to make someone else's problem his own. 

The 40th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Ser-
vice (ARRS), the squadron of Sikorsky HH-53 

"Super Jolly Greens" in which I served as a 
pararescueman, was on alert 24 hours a day throughout 
the year, We had just completed a 36 hour stint as "high 
bird," knowing that if a mission were now called, we 

would be the first in. or "Blue 
bird." for any air rescue at 

tempts made over the Ho Ch 
Minh Trail, Laos or the west-

ern side of North Vietnam 

The next day would he De-
cember 19. 1971. and all was 
calm when our rescue crew 
vent to bed at Nakhon  
Phanom Air Base. Thailand. 

We were ow akened 
about midni& and told to 
report to Intelligence for a 

briefing. An American air-

crew had been shot down. 

and we were to serve as low 

bird on the rescue mission. I 
immediately remembered that as we changed from high 
bird to low bird, I changed positions from No. I PJ 
(pararescueman) to No. 2 PJ. That meant it' one of 
the PJs were needed on the ground to make a rescue. 
provide medical care or support a pilot. I would not be 
the one to go. 
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of the helicopter. From there. a PJ in a gun tub could 
burst fire the minigun and serve as a stinger at the end 
oldie helicopter. During the rescue attempt, however, 
we had to swing the ininigun — designed to fire out the 

rescue door — away from its position, so we would not 

be able to use it for a time. Loading the guns in the dark 

was a skill acquired by every PJ, since most approaches 

to missions were before dawn. 
Once clearance was given, we fired the guns 

into the blackness. Jolly 36, which was serving as our 
high bird, left a trail of red dots falling thousands of feet 
into the jungle below. We began a three-mile circle in a 
"safe" area over Laos, where no anti-aircraft guns or 

SAMs had been reported. The helicopters were to re-
main in this pattern, circling at 10.000 feet. until the sur-

■ ivors were located and the Sandy pilots determined it 
was safe to approach the rescue site. 

We knew the jungle canopy must have been 

thick, because even though we could hear the "Bravo" 
(back seat) survivor on the radio, no one could get a 
visual fix on his position. The "Alpha" (front seat) sur-
vivor was easily located, hanging high in a tree, unable 
to get out of his parachute harness and climb down. We 
knew his rescue would be tricky. There was signal 
smoke from Bravo, but it was difficult to see, since it 
dissipated as it drifted upward. Both survivors had 

passed the identifier test used by the Air Force, an-
swering their personal questions correctly. The rescue 

attempt was about ready to start. The final touch came 
when a Sandy flew over the area at low speed and did 

not receive any ground fire. It seemed the troop con-
centration intelligence had warned about were a few 
miles away, with thick jungle and mountainous terrain 
between the pilots and the enemy camp. However, the 
A RRS crews had been caught before in traps laid by 

the enemy, and this rescue would be accomplished like 
all others — with full combat support. 

We circled as the sun rose high in the pass and 
mountains. It was a lovely site — thick green trees and 
mountains that would be excellent for sport climbing. 

From the air it looked peaceful, even though we knew 
the area was controlled by NVA regulars. Monitoring 

the radios, we heard the lead Sandy signal that it was 
time for the rescue. Run-ins began with a fast helicop-
ter dive to treetop level. The drop is similar to the long-

est roller coaster ride in the world, with a G-force end-
ing that requires you to plant your feet in order to re-

main standing during the transition from vertical to hori-
zontal flight. We flew at 200 mile per hour at treetop 

level with the doors on the helicopter open, the wind 

whipping through the aircraft so loud that you could not  

hear yourself yell. The radio blasted instructions to the 
pilot about distance to the survivors — eight miles. six 
miles, four miles, closer and closer. We had to jump 
high trees, causing every crewmember to leave his seat 
and bless the inventor of the safety tie-down strap. 

Anxiety ran high. We were remembering our 

training, remembering commands, watching other 
crewmembers, anticipating the Jolly slowing to a hover. 

when the danger would increase tenfbld. This would be 

the pinnacle of a year's worth of training, the reason 
we served in the Air Force. the opportunity to bring 

home an American pilot, to snatch him from the hands 
of the enemy. Would we be in the fight of our lives, 
with small arms rounds popping through the thin skin of 
the helicopter? Would we make it back alive? 

The Sandy lead told Colonel Bennett that 
straight-ahead, three-quarters of a mile. in a clump of 

higher trees at the one o'clock position. was the Bravo 
survivor. The Jolly began to slow and flare out toward a 

hover. As the trees came into focus, we saw that the 
canopy was thick. The Sandys began circling the Jolly. 
weaving around, attempting to draw small arms fire. 
Jolly 30 was in a hover by then. The Bravo survivor 
said over the radio he could hear the helicopter but could 
not see it. We hovered around the general area until he 
could see the helicopter over his head. 

We lowered the jungle penetrator seat at 100 

feet per minute. It took more than two minutes to reach 
the ground. Bravo radioed that he could not see it — 

the canopy and vines were too thick. Colonel Bennett 
told Sergeant Lyles to bring up the hoist and to send 
down a PJ to attempt the rescue. My time had come. 

As we waited for the hoist to return to the chop-
per, I rechecked everything. Finally, it was back up. I 
quickly strapped myself in and began the descent. Af-

ter exiting the helicopter I saw how exposed we were. 
Sergeant Lyles lowered me onto the jungle. I banged 
through the trees, pushing the jungle away from me. 

My weight brought me down fast. and I crashed into 
the jungle floor, stood up. and caught sight of Lieuten-
ant Murray, the Bravo survivor. I had come down 

through the trees less than 30 yards away, but he still 
had not seen me. I jumped up and down, waving my 
arms but he continued to look only up at the helicopter. 
Leaving the security of the hoist. I ran toward him. Fi-

nally, when I got within ten feet, he saw me. His face 
was full of fright, but he realized I was not the enemy. I 

signaled for him to follow me. We could not speak to 

each other because my helmet was on and I was 
monitoring the radio. 
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The OV- 10A Bronco is a twin-turboprop short takeoff 
and landing aircraft 

r 	 conceived by the 

ordered in 1966 and 

in August 1967. 
The Bronco's mission capabilities include ob-

servation, forward air control, helicopter escort, armed 

its 

Marine Corps and 

developed under an 
Air Force, Navy, 

and Marine Corps 

tri-service program. 
The first produc- 
tion OV-10A was 

initial flight took place 

The author, Bill Brown, RN. MS . CEN, NREMT-P is 

now the Executive Director of the National Registry of EMTs. 
He began his EMS career as a USAF Pararescueman. After 
leaving the service he graduated from Youngstown State 
University with two Bachelors Degrees. one in Nursing the 
other in Law Enforcement. He received a Masters Degree in 
Health and Safety Education from Indiana University in 1979. 
He worked for over 10 years as an emergency department 
nurse and as a street level paramedic. Following graduation 
from Indiana University, Mr. Brown became the Paramedic 
Program Director at Youngstown State University in 1979. 
In 1985 he began working for the National Registry of EMTs 
as the Advamced Level Certification Coordinator. In 1989 he 
became the Executive Director of the National Registry. Since 
that time he has served on the writing committees for all four 
national DOT EMT education programs from First Responder 
through Paramedic. He was on the Task Force for the EMS 
Education and Practice Blueprint and the EMS Education 
Agenda for the Future. Mr. Brown has worked with the 
Special Forces Paramedic Course at Ft. Bragg and continues 
to support medical education standards for members of the 
Special Forces community. He is committed to holding the 
standards for SOF medics as equal to those of every Pannedic 

in the nation. 
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This photo shows an HC. 130 in the background and an HH-53 in 
the foreground readying for a rescue mission 

reconnaissance, gunfire spotting. utility and limited 

ground attack. However. the USAF acquired the 

Bronco primarily as a forward air control (FAO air-

craft. Adding to its versatility is a rear fuselage com-
partment with a capacity of 3.200 pounds of cargo. 
five combat-equipped troops. or two litter patients and 
a medical attendant. 
The first USAF OV-10As destined for combat arrived 
in Vietnam on July 31. 1968. A total of 157 OV-I()As 

were delivered to the USAF before production ended 

in April 1969. 
First flown in May 1958. the Phantom It originally was 
developed for U.S. Navy fleet defense and entered 

Magg=e0 PAC "IINWINI IT 

service in 1961. The USAF evaluated it for close air 
support, interdiction, and counter-air operations and. 

in 1962, approved a USAF version. The USAF's Phan-
tom II, designated F-4C, made its first flight on May 

27, 1963. Production deliveries began in November 
1963. In its air-to-ground role the F-4 could carry twice 
the normal bomb load of a WW II B- 17. USAF F-4s 

also flew reconnaissance and "Wild Weasel" anti-air-

craft missile suppression missions. 
The HH-53 Super Jolly Green Giant was the 

backbone of air rescue operations for downed pilots. It 

was capable of air refueling from a tanker-modified 
C-130 to extend its mission time. It was large and heavy 
enough that it usually taxied to a runway (given that 

one was available) and did a rolling takeoff more remi-
niscent of a fixed wing aircraft than a helicopter. 
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Clyde Bennett's Recollection of the Gunfighter 82 SAR 

As I recall, we were alerted sometime after midnight. The Fast FACs and King had been 
talking to 82 Alpha and Bravo, but then Bravo went off the air. 

The Sandys and Jollys launched at first light for the pickup attempt. We started in to get 
Alpha and when we were just about there. Bravo came up [on the radio] again. We backed 
off while Sandy low pinpointed Bravo, and since we knew where Blissett [Alpha] was and 
Bravo was on more danger, the decision was made to get Bravo first. He got [his] smoke 
popped and we got him and then proceeded up the hill to get Alpha. His tree [personnel] 
lowering device would not work so we decided to hook a metal snap ring [caribeener] into 
his harness so when he cut loose from his chute, we [would] have him secured. After [the 
PJ, SSgt] Brown got to him, some of the tree blew down and kind of entangled them in the 
shroud lines. 

If you look at photo #3, it appears that Brown's right knee and left leg are higher that his 
head. As I recall he said that he was afraid that the lines across his legs might do some 
damage and I think he said he had his knife out and all he had to do was touch the lines 
and they would snap. 

We finally got Alpha and the PJ on board and we got out of there, and RTBed to NKP. 

Blissett in trees as we come over him. P.I's helmet in lower right corner on the way 
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PJ, SSgt. William Brown on the way down to Gunfighter 82A 

Brown entangled in shroud lines. Off to the left of his helmet (toward chute) you can 
make out his right knee bent and sticking up through the lines. His right leg and foot 
are further out to left. Back of Blissett's neck (shaped like 1/4 moon) can be seen just 

to the right of Brown's helmet. 
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Sandy 01, Roger Youngblood sips the fruits of his labors following the Gunfighter 82 
SAR 

(L to R) Rick Atcheson, Roger Youngblood, Glenn Priebe, and Rocky Smith 
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This poster along with a case of champagne (Corbel?) was left at Ops for the Jolly 
Greens 
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A joyous throng greets Art Blissett after his rescue from Mu Gia Pass 
(Blissett has his head down and his hand on Clyde Bennett's shoulder) 

(The guy with the blue 1-lobo cap on just to the left of the hoist hook is I Lt Byron 
1-lukee) 

Back to  C unfiohter 82 Pace 
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Lt Murray receives medical 
treatment aboard the 1444- 53 
Super Jolly Green Grant fal-
lowing his rescue from the 
Laeti an j ungle. 

Blissett,s parachute lines tangled in a tree, leaving him 
suspended 70 feet off the ground, and Murray landed on the 
ground a mile away, spokesmen said. An HH-53 Super Jolly 
Green Giant helicopter crew from Thailand picked up 
Murray,s faint radio signal and pinpointed his position 
about 8 a.m. Saturday. 

"I thought I,d be left there because my radio was getting 
weak," Murray said after being picked up. 

"I thought I,d be 
left there 
because my radio 
was getting 
weak' 

Gunfighter 82 SAR - Newspaper Articles 
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Pacific Stars and Stripes 

Monday Dec. 20, 1971 

S&S Vietnam Bureau 
	

6-UN PIG-144R- 

SAIGON. A U.S. Air Force pilot dangled from a 70-foot-high tree in Laos for nine 
hours after he and his copilot parachuted from an F4 Phantom hit by a surface-to-
air missile late Friday night, 7th Air Force spokesmen said Saturday. 

Low cloud cover prevented rescue aircraft from reaching the men until Saturday 
morning when helicopter crewmen followed a fading radio signal to the copilot and 
plucked the pilot out of the tree a mile away, spokesmen said. 

North Vietnamese soldiers fired another SAM at the rescue aircraft and rescuers 
reported small arms fire in the area, but there was 
no damage to the aircraft, spokesmen said. 

The pilot, Lt. Col. Arthur S. Blissett, and copilot, 
1st Lt. Michael H. Murray, were reported in excellent 
condition Saturday afternoon. 

The men landed in heavily forested hills five miles 
west of the North Vietnamese-Laotian border after 
parachuting from the stricken F-4, spokesmen said. 

They were escorting an Air Force RF-4 reconnaissance 
plane near North Vietnam,s Mu Gia pass when the 
Soviet-made SAM ripped into the fighter-bomber, 
according to spokesmen. 

Minutes later the chopper hovered above Blissett and lowered a crewman who helped 
hoist the pilot into the helicopter. "I believe we lifted half that tree up with 
us," Blissett said. 

The F-4 Phantom was the second U.S. warplane downed by a SAM over Laos in a week, 
spokesmen said. 

An Air Force F-105 fighter bomber was hit by a SAM over Laos Dec. 10, and 
rescuers recovered only one of the two crewmen. 
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The two fighter-bombers are the only U.S. planes that have been shot down by SAMS 
over Laos, according to 7th Air Force spokesmen. 

Blissett and Murray are members of the 366th Tactical Fighter Wing in DaNang. 

Seventh Air Force News 

(undated) 

40th ARRS Picks up pair of downed pilots 

TAN SON NHUT Two Air Force aircrew members were returned from the jungles of Laos 
recently by American rescue forces after their aircraft was hit by a surface to 
air missile (SAM). 

They were flying a F-4 Phantom from the 366th Tactical Fighter Wing,DaNang Afld., 
on a reconnaissance escort mission over North Vietnam Dec.17, when struck by the 
missile. They went down about five miles west of Mu Gia Pass in Laos. 

The pilot, Lt. Col. Arthur S. Blissett, and the back seater, 1st Lt. Michael H. 
Murray, successfully ejected from the stricken aircraft and landed in dense 
mountainous jungle terrain. Voice contact was established almost immediately with 
the downed aircrew by forward air controllers operating in the area and an HC-130 
Kingbird maintained the contact throughout the night. The rescue force planned to 
launch for the pick-up at first light. 

Colonel Blissett and Lieutenant Murray both reported that they were uninjured. 

To insure their safety during the night., U.S. fighter aircraft conducted bombing 
and strafing strikes on the area surrounding the men who had landed about 3,500 
feet apart. Colonel Blissett landed in the tree tops and spent the night there 
rather than risk a drop of some 70 feet to the ground. 

In the morning an A-1 Sandy aircraft spotted both 
parachutes and directed an HH-53 Super Jolly Green 
Giant helicopter to the area. After spotting Colonel 
Blissett safely tied to his tree top, the Super Jolly 
of the 40th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron 
went to look for Lieutenant Murray. 

Radio contact with the lieutenant indicated that the 
chopper was right above him but they could not see 	Lt Michael Murraypatises 
him. Asked, "Where have you been" by one of the Jolly 	to reflect on hit tecent 
Green crew, Lieutenant Murray replied, "I,ve been 	 ordeal and,  on his rascoe 

orn the NitiGi a Past area. right here all night." He was then lifted to safety. 
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right here all night." He was then lifted to safety. 
1 	  

Getting Colonel Blissett from atop the jungle canopy proved 
to be a bit more difficult. A pararescueman was lowered on 
the jungle penetrator and assisted him in cutting parachute 
lines that he had used in typing himself to the tree. After 
hacking through the lines and the heavy foliage to which the 

colonel had attached himself, the pair was hoisted from their tree top perch. 

"I think we brought half that tree up with us" was Colonel Blissett,s remark 
following the successful rescue. 

Members of the crew of the HH-53 making the rescue were: Maj. Clyde E. Bennett, 
aircraft commander; Maj Donald L. Roston, pilot; AlC William T. Lyles, flight 
engineer; and pararescuemen MSgt Daniel L. Schmidt, SSgt William E. Brown and Sgt 
Dennis E. Williamson. 

********************************************* **** 

al think we 
brought half that 
tree up with us° 
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Backseater Lieutenant Murray (1.) gives a smiling thumbs-up 
rescue crewmembers A IC William T. Lyles and SSgt. William E. 13 

40th ARRS picks up 
pair of downed pile 

December 31, 1971 
	

SEVENTH AIR FORCE NEWS 

	

U.S.

P.  

VNAF take job 
of Quang Tri FACs 

DA NANG Afld. -- One of the most 
vital missions in Southeast Asia is no 
longer flown by American pilots. 

On Dec. 1, the Air Force forward 
air controllers (FACs) in Quang Tri 
Province ceased operation and turned 
the responsibility for air power to 
FACs of the Republic of Vietnam Air 
Force (VNAF). Quang Tri Province 
borders the DMZ and North Vietnam. 

The Quang Tri FACs, part of the 
20th Tactical Air Support Squadron 
(TASS) located here, operated with 
the Army of the Republic of 
Vietnam's (ARVN) crack First 
Infantry Division and, in this last 
month, with the Third Infantry 
Division. 

Flying since 1967, the Quang Tri 
FACs directed the air support in all of 
the large battles and activity in the 
province. They were flying over Khe 
Sanh in 1968 when U.S. Marines held 
on to the fire support base. During let 
of 1968 they were in Hue. 

During Lam Son 719 	the 
Vietnamese incursion into Laos — the 
USAF FACs had two jobs. They 
operated their normal mission of 
supplying air power to units operating 
in Quang Tri Province, and they flew 
as night FACs in Laos with ARVN 
ground troops. 

In the attack on Firebase Fuller in 
June, Quang Tri's FACs were 
over-head. It was their alertness and 
quick reaction that saved many lives 
on the firebase. The Army ground 
adviser at Firebase Fuller  

recommended two pilots for Silver 
Stars for their part in the action. 

More recently, they helped the 
ARVN repel a large enemy attack on 
Firebase Nui Ba Ho, close to Firebase 
Fuller. According to Maj. Edward P. 
Schuster, leader of the FACs, "There 
is no way of knowing how many 
enemy were killed. At one time, Army 
ground forces and observation 
helicopters counted 220 bodies. We 
would put in air strikes, but an hour 
later, they'd start up again. 

"I feel certain that in working 
around Nui Ba Ho before Lam Son 
810, we probably killed a battalion of 
NVA soldiers," continued the major. 

Lam Son 810, in September, was 
their last big operation. Major Schuster 
remembers this action, because of the 
cooperation between various air units. 
"I think it really says something about 
the Air Force when, on an operation 
that came up on such short notice, we 
were able to have two fighter aircraft 
over the target fully loaded every 15 
minutes during daylight for a 10-day 
period. This was mainly Air Force, but 
also included VNAF and Navy aircraft. 
It was a tremendous feeling to see the 
cooperation to support ground 
troops." 

The FACs have had one of the most 
difficult and demanding tasks in this 
war. Their area of operation covered 
an area from the DMZ to the edge of 
Quang Tri Province, and from the Gulf 
of Tonkin to the Laotian border. 

TAN SON NHUT -- Two Air Force 
air crew members were returned from 
the jungles of Laos recently by 
American rescue forces after their 
aircraft was hit by a surface to air 
missile (SAM). 

They were flying a F-4 Phantom 
from the 366th Tactical Fighter Wing, 
Da Nang Afld., on a reconnaissance 
escort mission over North Vietnam 
Dec. 17, when stuck by the missile. 
They went down about five miles west 
of Mu Gia Pass in Laos. 

The pilot, Lt. Col. Arth 
Blissett, and the back seater, 
Michael H. Murray, succe 
ejected from the stricken aircra 
landed in dense mountainous 
terrain. Voice contact was estal 
almost immediately with the d 
aircrew by forward air cont 
operating in the area and an F 
Kingbird maintained the c 
throughout the night. The resew 
planned to launch for the pick 
first light. 

Colonel Blissett and Lieu 
Murray both reported that the 
uninjured. 

To insure their safety dun 
night, U.S. fighter aircraft con 
bombing and strafing strikes 
a re a ciirrolinding the men 

Kudos for 600th Photo  

Photogs nab PACAF, AF honors 
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rescue crewmembers AlC William T. Lyles and SSgt. William E. Brown 

40th ARRS picks up 
pair of downed pilots 

around Nut Ba Ho before Lam Son 
810, we probably killed a battalion of 
NVA soldiers," continued the major. 

Lam Son 810, in September, was 
their last big operation. Major Schuster 
remembers this action, because of the 
cooperation between various air units. 
"1 think it really says something about 
the Air Force when, on an operation 
that came up on such short notice, we 
were able to have two fighter aircraft 
over the target fully loaded every 15 
minutes during daylight for a 10-day 
period. This was mainly Air Force, but 
also included VNAF and Navy aircraft. 
It was a tremendous feeling to see the 
cooperation to support ground 
troops." 

The FACs have had one of the most 
difficult and demanding tasks in this 
war. Their area of operation covered 
an area from the DMZ to the edge of 
Quang Tri Province, and from the Gulf 
of Tonkin to the Laotian border. 

photographer, won first place in the 
"Children" category and second place 
in the "Military Life" category. He 
also received honorable mention in 
three other areas. All of his 
submissions were color transparencies. 

The squadron commander, Col. 
Frank L. Cox Jr., won honorable 
mention in the Air Force contest in 
the "Military Life" class. 

In the PACAF contest, Sergeant 
Seel almost swept the field, taking rust 
place in the categories of "Children," 
'Military Life," and Experimental." 
He also won second place awards in 
"Action" and "Military Life." The 
23-year-old photographer also gained 

TAN SON NHUT - Two Air Force 
air crew members were returned from 
the jungles of Laos recently by 
American rescue forces after their 
aircraft was hit by a surface to air 
missile (SAM). 

They were flying a F-4 Phantom 
from the 366th Tactical Fighter Wing, 
Da Nang Afld., on a reconnaissance 
escort mission over North Vietnam 
Dec. 17, when stuck by the missile. 
They went down about rive miles west 
of Mu Gia Pass in Laos. 

four honorable mentions for a total of 
11 awards. All submissions were color 
transparencies. 

Colonel Cox took several awards in 
the PACAF contest. He was awarded 
second place in the area of "Military 
Life" and "Action" in monochrome 
competition and took third place in 
the area of "Children." The colonel 
also won honorable mention in the 
"Military Life" and "Action" 
categories. With the exception of 
"Military Life," all submissions were 
black and white. 

The Air Force-wide contest was 
held at Luke AFB, Ariz., while the 
PACAF competition was conducted at 
Hickam AFB, Hawaii. 

The pilot, Lt. Col. Arthur S. 
Blissett, and the back seater, 1st Lt. 
Michael H. Murray, successfully 
ejected from the stricken aircraft and 
landed in dense mountainous jungle 
terrain. Voice contact was established 
almost immediately with the downed 
aircrew by forward air controllers 
operating in the area and an HC-I30 
Kingbird maintained the contact 
throughout the night. The rescue force 
planned to launch for the pick-up at 
first light. 

Colonel Blissett and Lieutenant 
Murray both reported that they were 
uninjured. 

To insure their safety during the 
night, U.S. righter aircraft conducted 
bombing and strafing strikes on the 
area surrounding the men who 
halanded about 3,500 feet apart. 
Colonel Blissett landed in the tree tops 
and spent the night there rather than 
risk a drop of some 70 feet to the 
ground. 

In the morning an A-1 Sandy 
aircraft spotted both parachutes and 
directed an HH-53 Super Jolly Green 
Giant helicopter to the area. After 
spotting Colonel Blissett safely tied to 
his tree top, the Super Jolly of the 
40th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Squadron went to look for Lieutenant 
Murray. 

Radio contact with the lieutenant 
indicated that the chopper was right 
above him but they could not see him. 
Asked "Where have you been" by one 
of the Jolly Green crew. Lieutenant 
Murray replied, "I've been right here 
all night. -  He was then lifted to safety. 

Getting Colonel Blissett from atop 
the jungle canopy proved to be a bit 
more difficult. A pararescueman was 
lowered on the jungle penetrator and 
assisted him in cutting parachute lines 
that he had used in tying himself to 
the tree. After hacking through the 
lines and the heavy foliage to which 
the colonel had attached himself, the 
pair was hoisted from their tree top 
perch. 

"I think we brought half that tree 
up with us" was Colonel Blissett's 
remark following the successful rescue. 

Members of the crews of the HH-53 
making the rescue were: Maj. Clyde E. 
Bennett, aircraft commander; Maj. 
nonild I Roston pilot • A IC William 

Photo 

nab PACAF, AF honors 



Getting Colonel Rlissett from atop 
the jungle canopy proved to be a bit 
more difficult. A pararescuserian was 
lowered on the jungle penetrator and 
assisted him in cutting parachute lines 
that he had used in tying hirself to 
the tree. 

After hacking through the lines and 

the heavy foliage to weich the colonel 
had attached himself, the pair was 
hoisted from their tree top perch. 

"I thoueht we brought half that tree 
up with us," was Colonel Blissett's re-
mark following the successful rescue. 

'embers of the Hi-53 crew making the 
rescue were eejors Clyde E. Bennett, 
aircraft commander, and Donald L. Ros-
ton, copilot; AlC William T. Lyles, 
flight engineer; and eSgt. Daniel L. 
Schmidt, SSgt. William E. Brown, and 
Sgt. Dennis E. Williamson, pararescue- 
ITEM. 

31st loins in test 

HQ ARRS -- The 31st Aerospace Pescue 
and Recovery Squadron has joined with 
four other AOlitary Airlift Command 
units at Clark AB, P.I., to form a sin-
gle unit, the 1600th Support Group. 

This consolidation is a one-year 
test, directed by USAF, to determine 
the feasibility of having the seoarate 
"AC functions at Clark under 3 single 
manager. 

A PARARESCUE74AN IS 00EPEC trom an I44-S3 Super Jolly Green 31an -  to heln Lt. Col. 
Arttur S. Slissett 1.■ nutting the narachute lines and heavy ioliane *hIch he used 
to 1-q, himsei+ +0 the tree too. The colonel %sent the nimht ret er than risk A 70 
4 00t drop To The ground. Colons; Siissett rod twat, on a night recohneissence es-
cort mission over north lietnam when his F-4 Phantom wes struck 'SN,  1 sur'lice 'm 
Sir missile. Pe went down in Laos. 

40th ARRSq pulls two pilots from jungle 
TAN YIN NWT' AB, RVJ -- Two Air Force air crew eemhere 'were returned free the 

jungles of Lace by Aernepace Rescue and Fecovery Service rescue force% after their 
aircraft was hit by a surface to air missile (SA:1 . 

They were flying a F-4 rhantoo out of Da ,4ng Airfield on a night reconnais-
sance escort mission over North Vietnam when struck by the missile. They went down 
about five miles west of All (lie rass in 
Laos. 

The pilot, Lt. Col. Arthur S. Buis-
sett, and the hack seater, Lt. Aechael 
H. Astray, successfully ejected from 
the stricken aircraft and landed in 
dense mountainous jungle terrain. 

Voice contact was established almost 
immediately with the downed aircrew by 
forward air cantrollers operating in 
the area and an HC-130 Hercules main-
tained contact throughout the night. 

The rescue force planned to launch 
for the pick up at first light. 

Both men reported that they were un-
injured. 

To insure their safety during the 
night, Air Force fighters conducted 
bombing mad strafing strikes on the 
area surroundiag the men wno had landed 
about 3,500 feet apart. 

Colonel Bliesett landed in the tree 
tops and spent the night there rather 
than risk a drop of some 73 feet to the 
ground. 

That earning an A-1 Skyraider spot-
ted both parachutes and directed an 
HH-53 Super Jolly Green Giant to the 

area. After spotting the colonel safely 
tied to his tree top, the 40th Aero-
space Rescue and Recovery Squadron's 
helicopter went to look ;or Lieutenant 
,Urray. 

Radio contact with the lieutenant 
indicated that the helicopter was right 
above him but they could not see him. 

Asked "where have you been" by one 
of the helicopter crew, Lieutenant !Air-
ray replied, "I've been right here all 
night." He W33 then lifted to safety. 
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76th crew assists 
stricken Navy P-3 
after midair crash 

By Capt. Monroe S. Sams Jr. 

HICKeel AFB, Hawaii -- Nothing can he 

more chilling 	to a rescue aircrew 
searching under a lad, 	threatenine 
overcast for the survivors of e sunken 
ship than a 'Mayday" call from one of 
the other SAR aircraft. 

Yet, the quick reaction to such a 
call by a 76th Aerospace Rescue and Re-
covery Squadron NC- 13(1 crew may well 
have been the deciding factor in the 
saving of 10 lives aboard a Navy 0-3 •  

The Navy aircraft had collided in 
midair with a Coast Guard C-130 durine 
an extensive searcn operation. 

In the confusion which followed the 
initial distress call from the Coast 
Ouard C-130, which was only slightly 
damaged, no word was heard from the R-3 
and it was presumed lost. 

However, the instinctive effort by 
the ARRS HC- 130 crew to contact the 
craft met with success. 

The P-3 was still flying, although 
It was only a few feet above tie water 
and virtually uncontrollable with al-
most 10 feet of its left wing chopped 
off. 

Disorientated from the midair colli-
sion, which had sent them plummeting 
from SOO feet to just inches above the 
water and faced with almost total in-
strument weather conditions, the Navy 
crew was fighting a desperate battle 
just to keep tneir machine flying. 

It was at this point that the calm, 
professional presense of Capt. Richard 
L. Cecil's crew helped make order out 
of chaos. 

Reassuring the distressed crew that 
help was nearby if they could just hang 
ea, Captain Cecil's crew began an imme-
diate intercept of the r.3. 

Fast work on the radar by kej. Sada-
yoshi Sakamoto, the navigator, -'in-
pointed the P-35 position and vectors 
were given to Atidway. 

Following the calm, "common sense' 
advice of tne rescue crew and display-
ing outstanding airmaaship, the P-3 
pilot was able to regain control of his 
aircraft and assess the damage. 

While he was perforring controllabi-
lity checks on his battered craft, the 
loadmasters and PJs aboard the rescue 
HC-130 completed preparations for !!A-1 
kit and pararescue deployment--just in 
case.  

The copilot and radio operator coor-
diaated instructions and clearance he-
t-een the distressed aircraft and 
ground agencies. 

Following instructions from the res-
cue HC-130, the crippled 0-3 made its 
way through the weather and made a dif-
ficult landing under extrere crosswinds 
at 'Aidway. 

In the opinion of the Navy nilot, 
the immediate -helping hare' given him 
and his men by the 76th APRS/ crew was 
tee decisive factor in the safe recov-
ery of his aircraft and crew. 
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11 January 1972 

C12jdCT: SALCO 	u ....srSir,-,teks -2 

TO: 56th SO:; (DO) 

i. This report cover) tho oetiviitio of 1.he 311 fore.:s durinz tho 314- 

c.13sPal SA! for  Gunfi7,hter t2.. end 323,  17-1C; December  1971.  All times 
arc Thailnd Tio SP.1;. deslerod 1.7 JLok at 2120. Initial re- 
port woo th,it thcv: wore two sur.d -rk.ro  dvm ncz.r 	Oia ?cos. Nail 13, 
the cres ?AO, was seting esOn-Se.:h, Ccm: -.1ndar. licathar 1:03 reported 
as 3/8 scattered, 1.2303 13 2 500 1  (60..8,CM:12). The oloud layer V783 east 
of the cuiNers and nevir. 	 il 51 	N.L -11) want directly to 
the area and esstt;od On-Sccze Corrend at 2245. 

2. The reported position: of t:.3 eurvivsrs -varied widely until 0030, 
13 Duo 71, wh::n a , -,eod 	%:72's obtained by Kail 51. neil 13 initially 
r)lool-tod.tho :1:vors ::ore in ths k1lerst oast of hc vralcy 	mns 
north-south throu:;: -: 	Cc. I-reor. Nail 51 errived in the croa he etteLipted 
to locato th.:; survivoro uver thm azkir:! th:. survivors to 
toll him whoa; ho vas arectly ow.:1!h:sd. Ho thsn loentsd this poeition 
us in: Loran. On his etts:.-.2t ons cf .c.1! ulassic errot ,z in this :;ps 
of search occur?ad Ct 	rvors idcntifiud anotLer QV-10 as bein3 
directly overhead, 	51 zoo:, relied his Li:: W33 w7ong and used 
UR? B.? to refine hi o inftiol pocitIon. A good fix was obtained et 0030 
o2:TE 7243 48:-Z;0 A zlizht127 	 of 1:72 735 505 vac cbtaince,  et 
0145 and continued to be uzsd thou-hout ths n:17ht. Until the 0030 fix 
the only thirr, ixoun for sure 	 ourvivora wen; down in dense 
junzle and had ne sisna of ac:.1-:ity nround them. Booed on this infon. 
mation interdiction strikes voI-s bor-nn on the road network, well clear 
of the survivors. 

3. Immediately after ay.rivirc et the Cor=end Post, I contacted Blue Chip, 
with Jack and Joker 1istshir7 in, to: 

a. Reciwist arc.1 	 LJ-52 C3U 42 (anti porsonnel 
minou), and Ca! 14 (g::.:.A.,1) 	rocxected to be loaded and placed on 
Quick Reaction Force (r..:.11?) nicrt. 

b. Explain that it was essential to isolate the objective area to 
prevent movement of vehicles an: tA.t. into the i=mediate area. 

c. tlizt ahcn tho zur .;ivo:o ros:.tions were .• A.npointod they 
could expect the On-Seeno Cmlor to start calling for area denial 
mumitions to cut off all acco*s to the survivora immodiate area. 

d. .Reco=y!ond that TA main control of Sector 2 end work directly 
with the On-Scene Cc 	der to control ordnance. 



c. Ask for roleoec of nil 2nv•sol.:..ios to tho sha to act es 
On-Scene Commandors d'iring to nits:d as On-Scone FACs doring the day. 

4. At this point the reoults of t'ne S 	:crking group which ..et on 16 
December at IMP becomo onporont. I !-os ropootodly talking to the other 
members of the working group. Cnly 'oriof converaationo were needed to 
reach understanding due to our commm knowledge and the general consensus 
of opinion on what should be don: at nit during e. SM. I cannot over-
emphasize the rosulto of tEs eonferoncc. To tc hoot of rzr knmledc'e 
this was the first concerted z:floez, to in000diately uoe large scale night 
strikes in direct support of a SAIL It went very smoothly. 

5. At 2255, Lt Col Thompoon, T7A, c:Ilod to confir74 the survivoro loca-
tion. We agreed thnt TFP ohould r:::oin control of Occtor 2 and put in 
ordnnnco on the rools. Unt52 	 77cra pinreInted, ordnnnce 
:Irops were restricted to t11 .:,  renr: 	-1c11 ele.:'r of the survivor: 
positions. After the suz-vivo::-e w:;rn located, ctiikon. ould be put in on 
known AAA sites near the survivors location an!. area eonial wcapons would 
be used to isolate the ourvio7oro fron the rood n:to:. Proithis point 
on TFA controlled the interdiction czmp:ior. The only diffiolilt7 ocourred 
about 0030 wlv.In TFA zdvieed ms tht ans w, turilin ,  back ordnance; I 
contacted Jock, TFA contoctod Slo Chip, and l!nj Bristol (nil Coordinator) 
talked direct to the On-Scone Coo:o:nz.:er. 1lb all emrlhasized the noed to in-
terdict the area. Within 30 minutes ordn .mce was going in and continued 
throughout the SRL 

6. At 2300, Col ::soro, 	 40th 	discuoced the possible use 
of the Nmited nght Rocovery 	(.1,7.S) with Jack. Two LNRS aircraft, 
Jolly Green 32 (low) and 30 (hi), took off at 0340L. Jolly Green 32 
aborted, 30 became low, azd 52 launched zlo high. After arrtving in the 
objective area the 1..!2S circraft docidod not to attompt a pickup due to 
torrain, exposure to S111:3/.1.4.4%, ond ioncortointy as to the survivors exact 
position. These Jolly: hole, until deylicht an made the pickup. 

7. Sandys 01, 02, 03, z.nd 	1.--.1:::hed at 0570 end ar:,•ived on scene at 0540. At 0617, Sandy 01 	 parschUe but was unable to pin- 
point Bravo. Both survivor:, 	 no nsve=, in t!:air area. 
Gunfighter 82 Alpha ,:ns 	szoo.00ly in a tree. He attempted to lower 
himsolf but tho tree lowerin: do .oico joro,cd after lowering him a fow 
inchcc. Bravo was on the sround., 	C7ndys expended no ordnance. 

8. Phase Bravo was ::t:rted *t 0622. The Oandys, flew .:. protective daisy but expended no °A:nonce. 	OSC. :=VO t r; RMS: .:0 was spotted and he woo picked up by Jo117.  Croon T..0 	Jolly 	30 then rent to Alpha's parachute c.nd iwnrcd a 	to c; 	hL, h; PJ and survivor 
became entawried in parachute eh*:•ui 	but - :ere e..1'; loose by the PJ while going up en the penetrator. At 0 1.,57, Alpha le::3 on board and the roseue was conplete. All aa forces 	the arez% and returned to P. There was no enemy opposition during the pickup. Nail 07 held over the 
Sandys and relayed radio calls. 



9. Reeo-,-r-r1:1 	1: 	 should follow the same general 
pattern used in 7,hi3 

a. TFA c)uld 	cont:z1 	t: S. sroa if this is an area 
they can ro!: 

b. Night erdnan:.. .;:,livery should be used continuously to interdict 
the area. Ord:.aroo 1.lir;shoul:: be restricted only by uncertainty as 
to the survivcr:s pesition 	ninimum safe distance from the survivor. 

c. •axis= ust of th: C7-10 	 c:.raft should b rade both 
day and night. Th: co:Ibinst.i.en a LOr:r .  1Cer;  visual PACtng, and 
availability ct 	for continuing dc :c briefing on the SAR procedures 
and techniques me::ea us: of the ?era n.L1 

d. Jolly Grosns shoul 	th. 111:r w%ane':.:r terreiL, veather, 
.snd enemy tlreat pamit. 	;1:- :nirg and. training between the Jolly 
Greens, Paw Pals, and naess,-;2ry to :last eMatively utilise 
this capability. This is es',:o:ially tr;z: in kenti -g tha survivors axset 
position. Present cepabilit,:r to pin.,:oint a :;urviver at night is .not ade-
quate. 

a. Ths SARCO does .t 	s.ds.luats recZie receivers to effectively 
monitor the progress w: tha f..2 	pr:vents th Sandys, Pave) Nails, 
and Jolly Greens from Laing bri,fed on :,he moat complete information 
available before tha ts:ceo:r. Drie2 1  os::)lete communiestions between the 
SAR:forees is a continuing problem. Bsttor -;riefiz,s before takeoff 
would be a significsnt :.alp in this are.). 

f. The SARCO eheIllt. continua tn act aggressively to influence the 
conduct 'of a SAR. The 64,Z3Ozs ou:1ifiestions 0  and access to information 
are unmatched by any other ind.t.vidlIsl. He b.-...iefe all craws (except the 
initial alert arstTs) prior to isuf:e nnl C.iscusses their plans with 
then. He debriefs returning ers:ro and gets l'ecormendations from them. 
He has detailed intelligence data from 	Intelligence and TFA. He is 
well qualified to recomismi the uze of ordna7,ea and dslivory systems. 

CHARLES K. Ef.7.1DEN, Lt Coloncl, 
SARCO 
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10 Ml 	t 	L 	 • 	 ,•I 	e,. 	11C p65- 
.7as in the hign 	r ' 	 ,ckage" air- 
craft started chec,:...n./, 	 , 	• !Ch and col- 
iar flights iKIG 	n.1.30t;  
placed Nail oi as 	C and cor. t.i: - tiez t,cf,e posi LA. f 	Ls. he de- 
termined that A was in a Lree fac:ng east in the r1'.!!". xarst, 	A d.i.1 not 
&low bos position out they couid he .i.c each otA , ,: . 	the 	 i■ ail 18 

replaced Nail 51 as OSC and changed positior .o ''5/52./89  
a position ...;est o1 tne pass, r 	tAiLween i..ast,.ce. as .,.,revious..y given. cm 

pdeition was c ,r..7248489. Nail 6 deLeratined Lhet A aao I: had ample radios 
und batries and reconfirmed rood 	 „). cecame OSC at. 1834Z. 
by- ttz4s !dine, Headshed had beCorac convinced Lh. f und b were in high grochr. 
away fruit Mugia severa.1 miles and wanted to close the pass with Jingle . 
07.40n••ush we disagreed that the position wasn't pinpointed .  wea,1 enough 
to 	anyth:;.hg. heaoshed had J.ngle holding high on Gunfighters with 
•44 	to fasz FAC therm into the pass. headehed pressed us te okay Jingle 
in tNii pass and Nail )1 agreed finally that it would ce okay. At 19152 . 
OW1 q,) and Gunfighter put in jingle on D-29 along the road to the south. 

was observing from the northwest and reported a :21AN launch at him 
at :_Aktz. H:.!; position was 3 miles NW of D-29 (Magia). He descritied the 
proiectilo a_..; having a red flame. 

arq, •27 had :.rrived tn the area to relieve King 41 and had reeetvei u 
bric:ng when we got a cargo compartment overheat at i944Z. vie 

decunded bt--7,use of loss of pressurization and criefed Kani 27 on what 
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ceverer: 
ocvere 
acromp, 
ranio 
at 195e . 
area 
ed hevie;.  
•t.p7ly tric. 	 1;  

with lelee for e, 	 %i 	 7 - 
quest of Neil 	 .a 1.• 	 rt 

Nail 31 was on eee 	 f e. 
Nail 31 advised ne7 - .el 4 wes cemlne ep 	i H. 	asEee.- coord- 
ination was ueineeeere:ted thru secte-e radio t. 	 che NaIls 
and other secure rade equipped eircraft. 	virv .7); - cv..1t-1 uLt reseerces 
thru Headshed and paF:bed them to the ! ,'AC 	i meei. net:der deril.: the 
whcle SAe. The double FAG conceie wo.'es very d. it were ULIV.I0U3i:, by- 
passed on some of tne ceordinatiee between th 	re ACs re,..ireateets 
and Headshed. Here again secure Uhi rarties oe —oure FH radios .ere re-
quired. JG 32 and 30 departed 89 at ZA.a). 32 had maintenante protdems and 

rbid to 89. JO 542 'took 32's place. The Sandies did not launcn until 
Laer since they don't have night capaideities. ,;G's reported in the holde 
ing paetern at 2150Z, the Sandies at 2240. Nail 	had auviaed that the 
wsather was closing in and would be good for auout 4 hours. We requeFaed 
secend flight of JO be launched (JG 32 and 62). At 231I2 Saney 02 went ix 
for a look. Nail 25, a night FAG, assumed on scene from Nail 31. The 
Sandies sighted some chutes but decided they Were not personnel chutes be-
cause he color was all white. Sandy 01 pinpointed the Alpha man and tried 
to get the Alpha man to lower himself off the tree. The 82A man could na 
lower himself so he was given instructions to pop the day end of his 
whenSandy 01 gave the instructions. The recovery phase was started and 
the Bravo man came up frequency. At 23392 Sandy 01 cleared the area, got.i 
definite pusition and decided to pick him, bravo first. The same instruct-
ione'were relayed to him and JG 30 was vectored into the 82b's area and the» 
bravo man was advised to pop his smoke. The smoke was sighted and bravo 
man -  was picked up at approximately 2350Z. JG 30 was vectored te the 82A 
man and the A man was advised to pop the day end of his flare. The Alva 
man was located but some difficulity was encountered with the parachute 
risers, cutting them free from the survivor. The Alpha man was on his Nay 
up the hoist at 23552. He was on board at 23572. The Jollys and Saedys 
ATe'd to FP). ,TA to 8') was 00252. refueling was not required so King 21, 
thc tate:er, was released. All forces were released at 17/2400Z except foe 
M.40 GAF which stayed with us until 00202 aria were released at that Lime. 



C7Z:2 -1C1i17.), 02A/B 
SLILY: 0)/02 

1E Decerabir 1971 

On 13 Dec 71,  I 	S.iy GI o:. 7: 	 SAR effort for Gun2ighter 
82 Alpha and Bravo. Th.) SAR, fo -1%.c,-; bri•-:fctl at 0330L and Sandy 01/02 
took off at 0510L. tio arrived on : .3cent) and briefed with King and Nail 
25. At firat light, Nail 25 took r over the known surv1vo•3 1  po3ition 
and I cateblichod contect: 1::•.7;.;11 	 Ining in a tree and 
his tree le-.70rIng device 	 I brief.-7. 	or his dutie3 
with hi3 rodio en-2. smo!co. 	 loca'4.7:: Bravo zo I decided to 
brief the S.021. forces cri(L piek 	 !.s I as nbout t-o 	ca tha 
pick up, B7.-• -.1vo 	t' o 	ic 	 coul:! not locate Bra 70 
but I kne-.1 hc 	cloze 	 b .r:l.r.f.; Jolly 30 
in on Alpha's 	 jz;17.7 c.  

cry:ecuted Scr.Cc's 02/03/04 d Jolly'33. Ac. 	SK.: force!) wore appro3ch- 
11;.g Alpha' o poition, 	2,:..e .vo to pop his (ley E.-.7-oke. Bravo' smoke 
came up 'about 50 	ter:. from :,..1;:•:13 and jolly ;0 hood.od otraicht for it. 
Jolly 30 hovorz:•.:1 arid pic...kcd uDrev,) 	directed the Jolly over -to Alpha 
position. 	pickz,d .t.lpha up end 	thci .%*ea. Darinz the complete 
S1111 effort, 	07 cocited 	 Poil 49 con- 
tinued to pour ordn.o.noo on 1:11 	und Delta 30. This kept the AAA 
and SAk thrcet 	 02 did .:sn elatotor.ding job of controlling 
communication 	tho Kirg aircraft, Nail 07/49, and Jolly. 

••••.‘;.7% . • i 
PAOLI L. Y0UN(;4'LL0OD I  Capt, USAF 
Sandy 01 

•.■ 



•!•'. AD '4  
18 Der 1971 

As Sandy 0104, 43 - 1.-l; 	 : 	1.C.t"*" :hod 	J.,117 0c.i eccort.s 
on the firtt 	 ft- r CIA:y.i. ,.:11:cr 12. 	proct:. to the initial 
holdins 	 waro able to 

sua Lly acquire th:.: Jc•1 -;,-3„ 	ti r.3 -re 0.:t %.1*,) an orblt around 
• 	Scndy 01/0Y? 	 az wore 

N;:il 25 end 	Cl. 	 17:::11. 25 l 	::.cly Cl t.o the 7.zr- 
vivorts erezi 	 01 	 y cijitzd 02A. 	 trollina 
thE. area for pocoib:::. 	 tr..latle to expend as 323 had not 
been located yet, i.;2A 	 tv ...eltz to the Szndys ard Cendy 01 de- 
cided to mal:c a plc:: up and 	CO scarcIttrz fcr 8213. As we 
started roving the Jelly lato 	 L211. called Cirrly 01 arf... said he 
could hear 32.1 
thco 	-4-eat of 	 1)V.ion while 6,:indy 31 began search- 
:In?, again fcr 823, 	 wour.: fly over 82A, 82D would say 
tlyoutre rir:nt over 	 that 	....:rere located vez7 
close together, :1 -2. 	CV.T:: 	 01 egain 
called for the Jolly C.:;:c.r: .- .O 	hi:, run in 	.: ..f.r -letins 823 to 
pep his smol.to. rin-:c Jolly .; 	 the c=ke, 	 100 yards 
fro= 132Ats 1:-.7:t.ii:UiCA)  3:14 	 e:.nr.:,ercd. the daisy 
chain around the Jolly es 	 then enved directly to 82A 
and made the 'second pie!: :re. 	h3 1.-,cd cut el' 	a1'0:1 Sandy 01/02 
and Sandy 03/04 continued to ozeori', until the Jollyc were across the 
river. 

) et 
i ci.....9 	

4, r _ . 
, 	. 	:-. i,,,,,,,,..,"..,,,,, cl,...4..--- ,,,, .2 	.... 

'GEORGE t. 1.11.1.0CKY.CRTZ.;2, Car, 1.1.142 
Sandy 03 
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474;tTE: 12 Dec 71 

• SSI0 NUMBE:! B-03-046 

:?LiGHT DESIGNATION: Jolly Crean 30 

• SION OBJECTIVE: (1?-4) Gunfichter 82 LPHA and BRAVO 

LOCLTIC17: MU CIA Pass, 105-45E, 17-40N 

3.NES: Two (2) Combat Saves 

Lt 0340'1, 1  jolly ,Green 32 (Lou) and Jolly Green 30 (High) departed NKP for the 
• empted nizht recovery of CunfiEhtar 82 Alpha  and  Bravo (17-4). .JG 32 aborted 
o'2ortly aftor.takooff duo to a large torque split and a malfUnctioning camera, 
• TC 30 bi..crnde Low and JG 52 vas launched as High. .1fter arriving at the 

point ;. 	1-T.:•re notified that 	was hanziag in a tree and 
Te.-i170 was on the , round nndor a multiblo canopy of troas. Due to the location 
• ths aurvivaro, aphats inability to use his steos light, the close proximity 
of 	GIA Pa, the 	threat, and the incroazed altitude roquired for a nicht 
:cot:Tory ozarch, I =a:1.3 the decision, to wait until first light for the roacue 4  
, tt•:nem. 	25 (07-10 Pave rail) waa on steno at this tins and had established 
the alproxinately location of both eurvivors. In addition, he and the other 
• 17,1CS hod boon directing ordananee in the vicinty that silenced most of the 
enemz activi7 in the area. l';aile 07 and 49 and Sandys 1,2,3 and 4 (A,1s) 
launthsd with us and 1:ail 25 and 07 and Sandy 1.hnd the survivors pinpointed 
prior to first light and at first li-rht enotted tho chute of Alpha. A search 
for Bravo was then otartad and even thouch he was never spotted visually, it was 
docidod that an attenpt could be made on Bravo and that he would be picked up 
first. At 0640L .we started cur rut in on Bravo and with Sandys 2,3, and 4, as 
actors in a daisy: thait, Sandy 1 directed Bravo to pop hie smoke and smoke 'was 
observed approxirltoly 200 yards touth east of Alpha's chute at the base of a 
vertical karat formation. The karst and trees mado it impossible to hover' into 
the wind so a down wind hover was established in the vicinty of Bravots smoke 
and my nuMber 1 PJ, SSgt Brown was lowered 'to the ground to search for the survivor. 
The PJ decendtd.200 foot for Bravo as he was closest to the Pass and the on CO3MS 
Comma:odor wanted him :picked lan firs',.; to reduce vl:7 -srability from rapidly im, 
proving light conditions. The aircraft at this tins was exposed to a largo valley 
vith a river at the bottom. The PJ was especially exposed at this t4"..14  until he 
rtsrcd the canopy of the treea. Lftor arriving on the ground, tha Pi' conducted 

a Icarc'a for Broo einto i.-Irevo had been nnable c see the PS decond into the trees. 
aravo was found in mini=a ti ms and the pair wore retrievod into the helicopter 
by A.10 Liles, Tlir,ht 	 0:7:orator, at 0652L. We than proceeded over 
to Alphas positdon. Hs was located 200 yards northwest of Bravots position 
*proximately 1;i0 feat from the top of the karst formation in a amall "eavime. 
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: offered my Co-pilot 	 he immediately accepod. 
_,toin a down 	 hovor oliz'ood above Alpilc- 
T.ho 21 (Sgt iron) a-in omloorooc:. hiool: to the valley and deocooded to =Jot 

Hio Cb.t 	 L.troo approxoly 150 foot from the ground. 
1hon the PJ woo about 20 foot bolow to iloliooptor t  tao top of the tree in which 
the - ourvivor vao located onoopod off 2nd fell besido the survivor. The PJ con-
tinved doocont•to Alpha and Locaus.o of the pendulum action and the speed cf descent 
he and the jungle panotrator bocamo ontangled in the tree, parachute and shroud 
linos. Pulling himoelf through the treo in an attempt to reach Alpha, he became 
invortod. Ho contiouod to Alph o in the invortod pooition and euccoosfully . snapped 
o dovico into the :orvinsra paraehuto born000, and began to out him loose. The 
hoiot oporator 	in thot the 23 :ma invorted, began to slowly bring the PJ and 
_Inha up. ESgt Ero-on o-looly aood hio knife to cut away the shroud lines and chute 
ot .,74--os  there =.7., c=z; 	 on 3Sgt Brown because the chute was still 
oeonre to t'oe oroo oni 'oc had Li.o:o bytlocon Yneelf and the penetrator. Had he 
oot boon able to cr.t 	tho 	aLd consoquntly ths too, groat injury and 
doo....s could novo '000n iofliotoi u7cn the survivor, himpelf and the helicopter.' 
2:=:13 could oot uno hio radio "C000uoo the antenna hod broken when ha became 
ontangled: Tho ofaiokr. -ozo on the port of thc PJ and the daftness of the hoist 
oporator, AlC Lilco, w:ro directly rooponoible for the recovery of. 82.A. With the 
hoiet in --.2a0 full u-) pooitioo, the our-livor was otill a feu feet below the door, 
my other two ?ilia ; 	tt-...chmidt cold E. :anions, along with AlC Liles, exposed 
themzelvas to :.-flroat dono-or aed hootilo aotivity by r ..ach.-224 g down and out of the, 
holieopter to retrie7o oapha ot G700L. .ath the curvivors &aft:1y on board, Sandy 
1 save us an O'naLZ hooding ond told us to hee -) It on the trees. We dooarted 
with the Sandy= and oilo and hcpt it on the dock for .27.por_ataly 3 miles and 
then climbed to a oafo altitude ood procooded back to 2.:0 arriving at 0730L. 

Other Comments: ' 
1. Even though .loo 	Ln the ir=odiato vicinity of 1:UGIA Pass, Nail 25 had 
received all of 	 had roouozted (in sharp contrast to the 
Zee 01 Sill on the 1Othc 	lthof Dec 71) and had silenced all of the big guto 
in the urea. Ho was on ea.:4:o =ot of the night and had done an excellent job. 

2. :Tail 07 did EI:m011:mt work. ?at.,,  n1,41  to an ..tavaluable asset to the SAP. 
Jffort. 

3. King did an excellent job on coordination of ordinance requeet. 

4. Nai1 49 and the other sootor PACs gave excellent 	istance in suppresaing 
enemy aottalty. 

5. This was probably as olose to a classic SAR as possible. 

jolly Crean 30 Crowmemi.-oro (Lo:) 

AC :lajor 017d::: E. am -Lctt 
:ax:J or Donald 

17 1 .:,10 William T. T-41 "" 
7,S Doni ,f L. SchL:idt 
RS SZot =lima E. aNnal 
j.e Sci 1-2TIL- 	C. .: -"74 "'" 
AP Al0 Patriok COr,1? 4 

nr14:.raded at 3 year 
znt3rvals; deolassiflad 
artar -12-years 
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A-r 
• ; Ad 

. 	 (X) 

bJ.JCT 	IC.: 211ES V-6 

3rd ArlhGp 

43,1L...: V Doe 71 

'181;10:: 	3-0)-046 

iICHT DES1GNZION: Jolly Green 30 

.:1:;SION OBJECTIVE: (F-4) Gunfighter 82 ALPHA (..Ad BRAVO. 

LOCAT:014 111 GIA Pass, 105-45E, 17-401 

3AVI;J: Two (2) C=bat SZVO3 

02401, Jolly . C;reen 32 (Low) and Jolly Green 30 (High) departed NKP for 'a-
n3.:ht recovery of Cunfi::htor 82 Alpha and Bravo (F-4). .JG 32 abcrt ,.d 

7 	L,.,:;ow:1? duo to a lurgo torve s2lit d , malfunctioning 
52 	launched ao "Ugh. ftor arriving at the 

.; wo v-re notified that Alphia 	 in a tro- 
w.:e on t.L _rcund undor a multiblo canopy of trsas. Duo to tha  

:Thhala 	 Lo uao his stobe 	the cloan 
C -. 	 ;:nd the increasod al.0 	o‘luirod for - 

, 	saaroh, I 	th -  C.-e:1?;Ion to ':Tait until firr:t'iir ,ht for the 
2.:3 (0V-10 	 ;/as ou scono at this ti= and hcl 

location o: both .11evivors. In additioa, he cAd the 
•ar:seting creo.ro.o in tho vicintr that silenced 	of 

0.rea. 	ii C7 and 49 apd Sonoys 1 1 2,3 and 4 (L-i a.  
us 	;:ail 2') and 07 and al,ndy 1 	d tho s=7ivors pinpoint , ' 

firet lit -lit and at frot 1i-7:It spotted tto chute of Alpha. 
:or . -.-avo was Unn :. -t%Irtod and even thorgh ho was novo: srottzd v1sua13y, 1 -al 

t:-)at on att:.:.2t coilr bo rx 	on Bravo and thnt hu would bo 
4t.; 	 e:,:r run in on Bravo and with 1:andys 2,3, , 

oeco5,o in a duiyio;:aia l  8cr.;.1y 1 directed Bravo to 2o::: his smoke nd 	1.1 

obscrvod apo:atoiy 200 y.*.rde Louth eszt of Alphals chute at the bac- c.f 
v:-,r.Lioal karat fonantion. The karst and trees mado it 11:po3siblo to hovar.I. 
the 'And so a do.s. land hovor was established in the vicinty of ill:awls 
:7211 r.y nuaber 1 PJ„ L'Sgt 2ro-.:n was lowered to tho t.T.ound to soarch for t .. ::iver. 
no PJ deocndcd 200 2ct for Bravo as ho vas closr:st to tho Pass ad the on . -mo 

1,,uurtsd 	 ro fi-sk; to r:aus 	 fron 
tircraft at this 	waa ,-;-posed to a 1a.1 	by 

-1th c river L.1 	0 	 °specially o.:..:3:esed at thio 
rntorod •ha canopy Gi 	trs. .Xter arriving on co ground, the PJ 	.Dd 
a ne,:rch for :-Jr.1..;:o 	 hd bc7.,n uL_nble o oo the 2.1 decond into t!. -  
"..3ravo WaG found in 1- dr2ar:.: 	 wrre 7:otricvcd into the holio. -  r 
by AlC %ties, Yalf:ht 	-2/Lois -c 	st O2L. Ue than prosee(:-a 
to Alpha ls posit:on. EL 	Jec -.tcd ZOO yards northost of Bravotc3 posit5o)1 
approximatly 10 foot froa the top of the karnt foration in a mull rz.vi:_o. 

Sa-1104: dL 
Z, 4k;j717.sl:I99p 

!Urel zoos g 

• 
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. eforod my c , -p.rio:, 	

• 

' .1, 	 ; x) ,Irx: he !..,m4,-.)diatoly  
a down 	1 , v 	 . 	. 	 .511s;nd 	 . 

c•Arl PJ (SSgt Frown) af: 	o.;00r.^6IAL. rL Lo tho va/loy and descpAed to 
L. His chulo wa 1.inr .:n a 	ra trr- avproxi:latoly 150 foot from thr ,  

:rnon tho Pi wzs 	 b.icw t7,D frAlcoptor, tho top of tho tree 	' 
Lo - ourvivor 	located snt 'pod off -111;.: full bosido tho survivor. Tho Pi r: , . 
t.Inned dosconi, co /,1-p:la and 1-;calz-lo of LY -1 pendullul action and the spood cf 
h-; ond tho juz.:[,1c 	 Loca:lo cAtancled in tho troo p  parachuto and ah;‘,.:. ,  
lir.os. 	1,.1. - -nif through thn trop in an attempt to roach Alpha, ho br . ca- 
invortod. Ea 	 to !.ph l in tin it.wwtod position and succ.:sunful17 . r.1-. C 

	

.n•rice infs,o 	crvivor ..3 paryi'lluto b- -,...noss, and began to out him 	 • 
1,o1- oporaLcr 	tht t%o PJ was invc,rtod, bor.:an to slowly bring the 1 .J n.d 

LS/„; 	 1.v.,:d his 1, :;ify to ou.t away tho nhre1.0 linob 	oto 
tilzes 	 p=C=.1?C:; on 	Ism.own lx.4causo the ohuto was s'.,111 

socurc to ti.s 	 li,es bptuccn 	 tho penotrator. 
os:on able to tfct 	 L!io tree, &rant 

	

could 1. - 7: ; 	

• 

upnn t". -le, survivor, himself and the holicopt:r.' 
coud 	nt . 	 tiv,  antenna ht.1 broken when ho bocan; 

2ho 	.15 	',lir; 	 of Mc PS and the daftness of tho hoist 

	

Alc 	 rop ...)nsible for the r000vory of, 82A. With the 
in ho Jl r) Doci'l , 	sur,ii7or was still o. few foot bolov the door, 

-L-/-  other two 	 alonc, wita AlC Lilac, o%por.  
, ,. elvoc. to 	 by r-3sehing do w,i and out of dv 

1- olico-Aor to rtric 	.pha Lt ()KU. .ath the survivors safc1y.  on Loard, 
-I Lav3 us.an r. 	hoadinr‘ 	told us to hoc it on tc trcos. Ue de -xwtc.1 
T:ith no Sand: and 	 it on the dock for zlpproadmatoly 3 nilos ani 
7..hen climbed •,:o a sa2o aiti i.d nd proceeded back to :LT arriving at 0707... 

Caer 	 • 
f.n 	 \Icinity o. fJGI 	ilail 25 Lac: 

roc:

• 

A..v..",d all of 	 )1L.rd rocu.:7'.od (in sllarp contrast to tk- -) 
(\1 L.-a on ':h.) 10,31 c.,1 ';thu. D.c 71) ..1.1d hci iicnco,L all of the big 3,12,3 
the araa. 	v.la on c 	:0 of the :Light and had done an excollent 

2. Lail 07 	 vov1:. 	 iv an inv,auable assot to th:1 ST, 
offort. 

• King did a.oollm:t jol) 	et;o1-dliirttion of ordi2 -, -:-.noo 1Tquost. 

4. Y.Z..1 49 	 soQtw.' 	 assistanco in cuppros 
onc:v ‘:otivity. 

5. Thin was plobly tzs Uo5o 

Jolly Groon 30 	 (1:6 

aioi Cly& E. iinli:L,tt (d.7 ; 
:':tcjor 
Ale 	T. L] 	1)4'  

nsfle 
SSz..t 	 13W)WA 
3L,t 	C. .;;illinl.r1 
fox Patr. 	A. Aloi.ander UOUP 

,Ilwn;:!raded at 3 yea".?. 
Intsrvals; declassifl_d 
after 12 years 

A ci,I.o 	as possible. 
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Wor Y;e;!7yit7) 
OP qc 
i. SLt,t Jorl.old •1)11! 

.. john 
:713 AlC Chario:; D. A:Ca.:1th 

Cthor 3A2 

c. 4 

-]ailt3 25, 07, 	 FACta 

anc 21 $  27) 6'i:11 

::11,crait 

.) 

'•• 	 * 
• 

•.• 

3 

3 
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( 6 ) 

tho v.cit 2 

01 shoottiown, and a EAR ,..yas 	 noth 

Dravo rap ,.)rtv.d therf. ,:rslvs to . 1 .:a 	 41z0. 	ho 

ac 	1.,0 ■ .. 	 thr:ar ai 	d. pits t± 	r 	tO 	es:La 
1, 

raSZ . 

("c,)̀ 	An 07-1:: 	 51, c.(1;1).L.:.;.:• 

	I, tO 	 :110 

at 221;5*, 	51, 	 t;:1. ,21 

ix j 	arca: 	 of 

wr.s 	 Thc 

obtarlcd by precision L01 	 J . 	y„c_ 

fo=41 	be f.:nc.:lollraic 4=.1qoa the 

nctifiE.tion as not the oil:: the:: co.airL 

Efforts continnad to obtain 

Ize-apinc 	fror. 	arc:at) -:0 	 30:20 1..cr.1 ;  

t!..13 	 of 18 nacc.n.r.bzr, 	 of 

curately loceci i th , .. ng 	 rote 	 •Pf 
1 

the  

411•■ •• :VII.. Vow. 0.1••••■•■ •••■ 	 ■••••■■ •••••• ■■•■■■•• 

, 

	 E2 :  11 J;...rA •2, 

77 
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...,... 16 

and c...)01..af. 	the 	ot7 t..::cnniq .At:s .7:nd 	 c12- 

itLiy ac.hieve UP. vbjee -!.iv-os. 7.4ny cf tqe 

cussed lisz than two da- fc 1:(;fc:f.,e verc 	bro171,t 	plcy 

in maz-QT 	pIyis 	 orzmizion 

in tho 

(3) 7,iibht 	poition,; of th:: 

'.-icavy air atriko.:-. 	in on '..ho 

mlich f..1!.[:at hampnv t'ac 

	

u:m..d to i::olato 	 4-Z1.% 

fr: ,A TA.Lieh thcl  

ici continusd th:roughout th.T; 8.12, net 	to 

the offor.vo 	 oz=y fz.  

so to ?eciud h bringing in ade.itiona1 111:21 or Lrould fo:..cct; 

1 :7 which cot! ..1 Lo 	 t;: ,  xlvvJvcr.y., -  

	

.TI • 	T. •••••• 	•• .,;,te on 	'7th, a 

40th Jlir Roscue and 	 z. tpt a 	Plt 

jct t:nroll=th tzt, of ths 

the Jolly ,'3. er.:?.. Accord -i1', Jolly Gro:z.s 30 c.rd 3 2  tc* 

at 0340; houever, 32 abcrt:id 	wz..e.: replaced Ly 52.. 

ar::.ilred in thc piC4up 	 o 

1iEht sim:e t1. torrain, 	 locaLioa ;  Lnd. 	Lt:Z. 

L. 

41 	..1.0-.C.* 

L. Ibid, 



th3 a u4 	 posi:40n whcr:c 0; 

who ti.Lro.op:.r.r1.7.e. In a 	 01 4..1.•. 

ro.7 onegry grotn.d aro' with Cf..! 

i tic 	forcta 

_! 	• 

tr:...oe to 

in 

device j5i,Lvs,f.. 	 7%2.; inohr:c, 

to 

• that "...he 	riazt Ix. 	 • 

(0 	0622 it wa:: 	,o 

.:...1?ha 	;90511.i:don Lince 	 7:41.;:: 	ths.: 

jolly 1-ri.20:: 	cralc!... in 	 fle-: a 

protce .c.ive chain of potential 1*.l.ro 

a.J1ced to pop 	day 	ant: at 0.J13 	 50 

motar5 from 	Ho was 	 fiv7. 

c1.1 

nth 	 7I4:1 -,:n 3c, 
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ttu PJ 	 iz 

by tha PJ Ls the poaetrator 	 raised. 	 hcoNiht 

on board at 065? and the entire force k.•.J.tcgt 

pomloi aay ordraalec 	c u1Gcrth ryene:rer fira. 

stweetIsf,a SAR ecndlintea in a haz:izd:)us area 
well catn!e 	 uu cky:i 

earlier had served in seed steasl, 

51 . Ibid. 

.1 	le.... 	 . 
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• 

A11-.0A177 	 King 

G•;nrier Q2' 

FS • 
	 1:ormat 

• 
to 	

f4i,eagi=east ttotLthe 	wean. 
.,,kiea4ahecE,,had Jingle holding .  

*al ;al& FA C &forint o the pass. : Beadahed - 	• 	 . 
raw 

 
an Nail L agreed filially that it would ka 

' - Oirretlintd burinit'atiar putS in Jingle on D-29 along the -
sairg-  was obaeretng from the northwest and reported' 
at 1916Z. His position was 3 miles NW of D-29 (Mugia). 
Proloc;tileashaving 4 red flame. 

- 

/C1.74-' 21 had arrived tnr the area to relieve King 41 and had41041 t 
partial briefing when we got a cargo compartment overhe4 
descended because of loss of pressurization and briefed. ILLit .  4 

4, 

King la tiruorne 	 ,h 71. 	 nctifi-=d 
OAUX tnat 	 i.Xulg_a 	oe received word that 
a Spectre aircraft was near at 1 ._)cation. After contacting him we learn-
ed that ne was aTi; for Latt.4.d -r.:a t e and La.4aii 1) was _u Jorr,act with _ 
the survivors. 4t got Nail I; up on 4:82.8a ne got cne JUrViVOT3 Up OU 
that frequency. Nail 1.$ started getting :di cuts on A a.n:. b and passed 

position as 0b7/75/89 Oarea uetween passes in ai,Th:: -art;. le request-
ed NIG AP uorder clearance, Ircnnand an 	!;:c.1.1 lo replaced Nail 13 
as OS...; and refined position in tha; gener4l 'aea an letermined that A and 

were in good condition. I alerted t;A,.;..; to nave Jollies stand by for posr7 
siule NILS at 15182. because of tne relatively good position oetween the pimp,. 
sea in the hign karst. AL approximately this same time our "package* 
craft started checking in on Invert's discrete frequency. acackand Dal 
hr flights (MIG CAP), Bison .1ronnand), Tailback LE.lint). all 51 re-
placed Nail bl as OSC anu continued to refine position of A and B.. He 
termined that A was in a tree facing east in the high karst and A. did noç  
know b's position but they could hear each other on the_radio.„-Nai1,18-  

replaced Nail 51 as OSC and changed position to 075/61/89 then 113/6 
a position eest_af the pass, not between passes as prowtmstl:C 

pdtiticom was Wa2484895. Nail 18 determinedtht A andlilled 
and batteries and reconfirmed gomiconditioms..:. Neil 31 
By thia time, -Meadabed had become as:evinced t-k. Au:4f 
awa Aga. _ semieral,milea ;:and;.winted to Olale- 

,• •. 

SECRET 
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eae 	eie. 	 eei e_ 	ee nlo 
to 	e•• 	eeet ereee 	- 	_ _ . 	 1-■ :7  
not Nee. , eCK teala us ecat 	 ileenee 	er-e-e for a first 

ef. - -ee. Tee 	s 	 : 	• 	. 	 eeet 
to him ey headshed. They hae eurnea cown eeee eee 1ej0 as 40t necessary. 

King 27 Was notified to launen at 1730Z. eing ee .  blocked at 1722 dis- 
covered a visiele prep leak c.. 	eneine, returned to the :AD and dis- 
covered 	as a steeeey eebsteee, ee the eeeees were started and takeoff 
accomplesned at 18002. gt'-' seet.ee menitorirs tele See ae soon as we got 
radio contact. We arrivec an ecene .1H 89 at Le35Z. ee aesumeo AMC duties 
at 1950Z. Nail 41 came iete tne area and was ruening . etriees into the 
area while Nail 31 monitcred the area arounc: the survivors. Nail 41 start- ee 

 ad leaving trouble with his UhF radios and deled. Headshed continued to 
supply the ordnance. The Ironhand s  M1G CAP, and elint aircraft checked in 
with King for instructions. 4e advised them to stay above 250 at the re- 
quest of Nail 31 so they would not interfere with strikes in the pass. 4,114Vee 
Nail 31 was on scene alone ad we requested a replacement FAG for  
Nail 31 advised that Nail 25 was coming up to relieve him. I assume coord-e, 
ination was being:completed thru secure radios between Headshed, the Nail
anc other secure radio equipped aircraft. We were provided the resourcese 
thru Headshed and passed them to the FAG in a smooth manner during the 	4"N 

whole eAh. The douole FAG concept works very well. oe were-obviously by7 e. 
 passed on some of the coordination between the strike FAC's requirements --: 

and Headshed. Here again secure UHF radios or secure FM radios were 	let - 
quired. JG 32 and 30 departed 89 at 2040. 32 had maintenanee prob1ems ., an471! 
elled to 89. JG 52 took e2ls place. The Sandies did not launch until 
later since they don't have night capabilities. JG's reported in the h011e .  
ing pattern at 2150Z, the Sandies at 2240. Nail 31 had advised that theereee , 
weather was closing in and would be good for about 1 hours e  We revise 	-- 
second flight of JG be launched (JG 32 and 62). At 2311Z Sandy102  w 

definite positian and decided to pick him, bravo first. ipli, 	 , 

ions Were relayed to him and JG 30 was vectored into'thelViNi ,  ''.• 
.1  .. 

	

1 	. 4  4 
.-; 

Bravo man'was advised to pophis smoke. The smoke was sightelTimmli .  :',„ -, 
man was picked up at approximately 2350Z. JG 30 was Vectored to-7 	, 
man and the A man was advised to pop the day end of his flare. .ftWineeee 
man was located but some difficulity was encountered with the para4uta 
risers, cutting them free from the survivor. The Alpha man was uniii! 
up the hoist at 2355Z. We was on board at 2357Z. The aollia.and,San4ys - - 	. 
eTB'd to Ete. IA to Be was 0025Z. Refueling was not required'soltink.21t,  : - 

the tanker, was released. L11 forces were released at 17/24002 exceit- fmr -....v 
MIG CAP which stayed with us until 0020Z and were released at that time. 

for a look. Nail 25, a night FAC, assumed on scene from)641,.1% 

e • -Sandie& sighted eome chutes but decided they Were not,pirecomp4:sk," 
Aianse the color was alI white. Sandy 01 pinpointed thellP00c - . 	- 
qt.° get‘the Alpha'man- to - iower himself off the treeThe 821V -k- 
gower: hi*self ao he wae giWen instructions ta pop thefdat4F4 
Kiihttni''Saridy 	gaiter the inarrictions.' .7 The recovery-4144:jaik 

Bra:a MAU came up frequency.... At 2339Z Saiidy OT 

SEC!? FT 
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amo:.th.,y r.r. and 	 , 
anLire 	 : 	 %. ls 

on this mission as 	wuuid 	un 	 Na.1..Lsi.0 not ce aale 
to zontaut Headshed an 	 strong:4 recommeno we (King) be 
equipped witn secure LilF and secure FM valioss 

71-7 	 4a: 
:13.. - tles luring 

Kiru: e 	Memb, 

• MaLor Artnur T. rrovr,:., -.) 
LP 	f!lamas :. Parks 

F 	pt notert J. Hager 
N V .;apt 3ale X. Condie 
RO TSgt Larry b. Allem! 
FL 6Sgt Raymond M. Siegler 
FE SSgt Robert b. Underwood, Jr. 
LM SSgt Charles S. Alexander 

SAh Forces Used 

King -1 , :rew Members 

1KC Capt. David j. :restcn 
k;i= 	—Imes 7. :iay 
iAY L:apt Frank 4. .1.oung 
a.. Sag: acsco Williams 
h0 TSgt Ruark, Lester L. 
FE TSgt Harry n. Fielder 
LH SSgt Rex D. Stephens 

Sar Forces Not Used 

Jolly Green 30, 52 	 King 21, 23 
Sandy 01, 02, 03, 04 JO 32, 62 
Nail 13, 16, 18, 31, 25, 07, 49, 51 Moonbeam 
Invert 
Headshed 

THUR T. P VtNCIO, Major, USAF 
Aircraft Commander/Airborne Mission Commander 

Robert1
Line




