more difficult than the others, were unusual for some reason, or resulted

in proposed changes in concepts and tactics.

Ashcan 01

On the morning of 10 Oecember 1971, Ashcan 01, an F-105G out of Korat
RTAFE, was downed by a SAM in the Mu Gia Pass. The pilot, Major Robert E.
Belli, had received launch indications and had started evasive action when
his aircraft was hit, The airﬁraft went immediately out of control and Major
Belli called for the backseater to get out while he (Major Belli) went for
his ejection hand]és. Majar Belli recalled that the negative "G" forces
made it almost impossible to reach the handles, but "I do remember finally _
grabbing them. And that's all I do remember until I woke up on the ground.géj

Major Belli's impact with the trees was so great that his parachute
was torn in half and he was completely separated from the shroud Tines.

When he awoke, ‘approximately 15 minutes after his ejection, he discovered
that he had a badly broken arm and a dislocated knee, The injuries
immobilized him and, in his own words, "I knew that [ was going to stay
right there until either they rescued me or something else happened.”gﬁf

Word was_received at NKP on Ashcan 01's plight at 1027, and the Jolly
Greens were sﬁramb}ed with Jolly Green 52 to act as Tow aircraft. When the
Jolly Greens arrived at the scene, it was learned that neither the GV-10
Nail FAC nor the Sandy had been able to locate the survivor due to poor

weather. In the immediate area of the survivor, the weather was completely
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gvercast with bases of the clouds éxtending to the ground. Winds were
from the northeast, gusting to over 30 knots.g/

Jolly Green 52 located a hole in the clouds about three miles south-
west of the survivor and descended below the overcast. Each attempt to head
north toward the survivor was met with & wall of clouds and on many occa-
sions, while looking for a clear route, the helicopter was forced to climb up
through the clouds. Attempts from the north were barred by 6,000-foot
mountains, while the ridge that the survivor was on precluded attempts from
the west.§§j

At one time, a SAM passed within 200 feet of Jolly Green 52 and on
four other occasions, the Jolly received hits from automatic groundfire
after drifting over Mu Gia Pass. Another flight of Jolly Greens arrived
in the area and became the target for several SAM firings. As the after-
noon progressed, weather conditions worsened in the area and it was decided
at 1730 to call off the SAR effort for the day. Sandy gave Ashcan 01 hed-
down instructions and insured him that the SARTF would be back first thing
the next morning. With the weather and the approaching darkness, the
survivor allowed that there was not much that could be done about it and
he settled down for the night awaiting first ]ight.ég!

The Sandys and the Joilys held a meeting at NKP that night to discuss
the best method of operation for the next day's effort. It was determined

at that time that there just was no better way to do it except wait for the

weather to improve, Later that night, however, Major Kenneth Ernest, the




pilot of Jolly Green 52 scheduled for the Jolly Green Low position the follow-

inc morning, called a meeting of his crew to brief a tactic that had never
70/
been tried before. Major Ernest told the author:

We just deeided te go in in the weather--in a hover
right on the trees. FEveryome was briefed on just how

I wanted our posttion passed. We knew at times that
there would just be one person who would have sight of
a tree, and everybody else would be IFR and I would just
fly on that one person. If someone sighted something

on one side of the atrplane or in the rear he would say
"elear' in that area. That would mean he had something
in sight then he would start giving "move left five feet'
and I'd have my eyes out front hoping I could cateh
something. And then we would leap to it and wait for
gomething else to clear in front and then leap to that
tree.

The SARTF arrived back on the scene at 0545, 11 December, and awaited
first 1ight. Major Ernest's crew in Jolly Green 30 {Jolly Low) secured a
doppler fix from ogver the survjvor's position to aid in returning to him
anc, since the weather was about the same as the day before, Jolly Green
30 descended through a hole in the clouds and began searching. Beginning
his run-in to Ashcan 01 from about two miles southwest, Major Ernest was
IFF and required assistaﬁce in locating the survivor. The assistance was
provided by a Sandy and a Pave Nail. The Sandy orbited behind the Jolly
Green and provided headings for the Jolly through direction finder
cuts with the survivor., The Pave Nail orbited 90 degrees off the Jolly's
track and monitored the angle between DF cuts on the survivor and on the

7y
Jolly.
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In this manner, Jolly Green 30 slowly made its way from tree to tree
toward Ashcan 01 Alpha. Along the way, the parachute of Ashcan 01 Bravo
{the backseater) was discovered. A flight surgeon aboard Jolly Green 30
determined that the man (wHo had by then been hanging in his parachute
harness for over 20 hours, suspended in a tree, with the wind causing
him to swing against the tree trunk) was not alive. An unenviable decision
hed to be made at that time by Major Ernest. To retrieve the body would require
lowering a PJ on Jolly Green 30's only penetrator. With the qusting winds
making the helicopter difficult to control, this meant risking the life of
| the PJ and losing the penetrator.. Without the penetrator the mission would
| Have to be aborted, and eith Ashcan 01 Alpha calling out that he was just
.a short distance away, MaJor Ernest elected to continue to the survivor.

72/
In discussing the decision he made, Major Ernest recalled thinking:

. « « What happens tf I lower the PJ dowm there-~-
we only have one penetrator. . . what happers tf I
get him or the penetrator stuck down there in the
trees? We would have to abort the whole migsion
because we wouldn't have a penetrator to pilek up
Alpha. That's one thing--also risking the life of
the PJ going after a dead man, that's the second
thing. Also--here’s a live man. Let's get him.
Let's get him prignt now.

The coordination between the lolly, the Pave Nail, and the Sandy
resumed as Jolly Green 30 continued to inch its way toward Alpha until

a hover was established over Major Belli. Approximately one hour had

been spent 1n mostly IFR weather for Jolly Green 30 to move the two

mllee or so to Ashcan 01 A]pha Major Belli described the pickup from
73/

his vantage point on the ground:
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Trne rain and wends were still gusty, and I could

see the clowl cover right over the top of tiw trec
eanopyr.  Anyway, they finally got over me, and thoy
acked if 1 wanted a DJ to come down., I told them I
guessed one had better since I wasn't in much of a
condition te help myself. Actually, they sent two
dowm, which was probably lucky because I think it
took both of them to get me on the penetrator, It
was Kind of funny, because I could see the penetrator
with the PJs coming down, and I could see the bottom
of the helicopter, but the top of Lt was in the
clouds. I thought that chopper pilot must be having
one helluva tough time trying to hover there, with
the gusty winds, and him just about I7X, Anyway,
they got me on the penetrator and pulled me aboard.

Major Ernest, who won the Aviation/Space writers‘Association Helicopter
Heroism Award for his part in the Ashcan O Alpha rescﬁe, gave much of fhe
credit to Major Belli. The importance of the actions taken by the survivor
was emphasized when idajor Ernest said, "I didn't make the pickup. The guy
on the ground he1ped.so damn much, His vectors--stuff like that, trying
to get me to him--1ittle helpful hints on what the area looked 1ike, what
to look for.“zﬂ/

The rescue of Ashcan 01 Alpha marked the first timé'an IFR recovery
had been made. Several observations and suggestions resulted from the
operation. Some of these were:zg/

1. An LNRS night pickup was considered but prevented by the weather
in the area the night of the 10th.

2. The modified ddppler on the LNRS aircraft proved to be very accu-

rate and it wés recommended that all HH-53 helicopters be sé equipped.
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3. The Pave Hail FACs used on the mission proved that the aircraft
could be a very important part of the rescue force,

4, Using the same Jolly Green c¢rews for the continuation of the
mission the next day worked very well., It was recommended that this be

made a standard procedure.

Falcon 74

Due to fuel starvation, the crew of Falcon 74--an F-4D from Udorn
RTAFB——was forced to eject on 18 December 1871, Both Alpha and Bravo
landed safely near the NVN-Laottan border, found cover, and awaited
rescue. Soon after, an Air Amerca pilot lecated their position and passed
it on to the arriving SARTF. The Sandys reported both chutes in sight, but
with approaching darkness and poor weather conditions, it was decided to
await first light before attempting a rescue., The survivors were given
_instructions to maintain radio contact through the night and wait for the
SARTF to return the following morning.zg!

The Sandys were on the scene early on the morning of 19 December
and informed the crew that the Jolly Green was coming in to make the pick-
up. Since Alpha had reported people near him, Jolly Green 62 was positioned
to pick him up first. While maneuvering to pick Alpha up, the helicopter
received several rounds of automatic fire in its right engine which almost
resulted in Joss of the aircraft, Jolly Green 62 was able to leave the area
ard was escorted by two A-Ts to an alternate airfield. The remaining Sandy

began calling in airstrikes to neutralize the area while awaiting replacement
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7l o::. Ist 805 (Maj *dller/2010) 13 Lezcember, 1971
SUBJACT:  SARCC Senore, dchery Ti
0 56 S0 (D)

1. Cnl0 DCﬂcuou_, 1671, a 500 wns deelarad at 10251 for Ashean (1, a
F-105, approximate loeation 075/65/C9. Jack launched Sandy 0L & 02, plus
Jolly Greens £2,57,52 & 20, idcdlo contact wons estoblished, with Ashean OlA,
who was roported in good soiriis although he apparently had a broken earm
and possibly & broken deg.

2. SARCO requested and Jack anpsreved lavnen of Zandy 03 & 04 for cseort of
ihe Jolly CGreens. Sandy CL & 02 were alrborne at 1039L and Sandy 03 & 04
wvere edrborne gt 105CL.

o Combat Operation; coordinatnl the relesse of other Hobo assets to give
Taelk-up Sandy capzoility n“g S~ukﬁ resouress.  Sandy C4 oir cborted and
dnuf 09 & 10 were lcounched 4 colnze them.  Jaclk did scramble Sondy 05 & 06

‘or tals bul their launch wio Chnhh+40d and u&ndj 09 & 10 uere airborne at

-
L5220

| e [ R

e Additional pirceradt were then u,lnadod to Smole confipuration as they
becare availables Jolior had vorunsiod further Smeke aireraft be uploaded
and sirerafu p“evio¢nlv Gzaimnaied oz Sandy backe-up uere re-loadcd. The
aireraft in Sandy 03 {flight were repafred and used for Sandy 11 & 12 as
iney became availcble,

o

5¢ Pave Nail TACs were recucsied and o local training £light we. diverted
to this mission, and an addilionnl soriie was gencrated.

6o Joldly Creen 32 & 55 had boon launched fron Ubon end were thien recovered
at FKP to be used as bacik-ude

7o  Hord was roceived at 1152L that the early portion of Phose Brave wes in

a{fect and Jolly Greon 47 had a chute in rizat ond wes pudting a F.J. down.
This was teruinated at 1203L and the chute was determined not to be that of
2 "UI'VILVOI‘.

B« Good rodlo contacl was maintained with fAchican O1 A, but weather at nds
Location was reportei os "on iha ‘rvcn“. Jolﬂy G“oen 52 fiight pulled out to
air refuel at 1249%L nnd Jolly Creon 53 flirat assumed the search. Another
uLu of Sandyw was reqnrosted as Sandy 01 & 02 would reach Binso fuel chortly.
&t 13500 Sandy 11 & 12 wore nowificd and were airbvorne at 14221

T+  ©Smoke was racuested by Jackt ot 1LOAL ond Smolke 4, & L5 were airvorne at
429L, Smolko 46 & 47 were sirberne at 14225, A report was Teceivad at this
o4

ime vhat Jolly Green 52 had inken sore omall arms hits, but mo sroblems
ware CV1denu and nc was raraining in the effori.

20. During the perioed from LI20L to apsroxdmaiely 153CL mueh confusion was
apparent in the rodis 4rancmizsicns with requects for Fast Mever T.ooke and the
reacent laugy were not gble to launeb. Also during Lids tinme the status erd

~umber of Pave Nail oquipped aircraft wes confused and coordination through




L
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Combat Opcratienc everltually cizoipziencd this ou%e Pave Nadl C7 did RTB
a% 1500L nnd he pasesd a very accuraie loeriion of the downed CrovmERIber,

L2 Sandy 07 & GO werc schedulcd Jor rotation from Da Nang btuck to BKP
znd they were used to relicve Zandy 09 & 10. They arrived in the arca at
approximately 1630L and Sandy 11 then assumed on-scene command from Sarndy 09

12, During the perled 1530L to 1I00L many recuests for ordnance vere
relayed through King and the ordaarce waa apparently not available. Pave
Neil TACs were scheduled throucheout tho night and they would be assuming
on=se¢ene cormand,

13 An additional Smeke f1irki i35 lnunched, Smoke 42 & 43 at Blue Chin!s
request and they were airdorne i 1830L. Candys and Jollys op=ccene RTB'd
a2t night £all and rocovered zt ¥ boiween 1825L ané 1840L.

Lde During the night contact was maintzined with &shean OL A by the Nail FAQ
on—scone-commanders., However the ordanance which had been requected by King
ves not available, or net cocrdinatqd, until appreximately 0200, 11 Decenmber,
L vas delricfed at 220CL by thz Lirst Pave Hail On-scene commando during the
nicht and ho had received no erdnziice.

4

L

15, The firstalipht offort vos coordintted loeally arnd brielins for o1l
aircrews was set Tor 0330L, 11 Docertere  Taliowoff times wera establinhied

so the forcos could be over the ourviver et first~light, These forcec
included 4 Sandy aircraft, 4 Jolly Grecias, a Pave dail FAC, and a visual FAC.
Smcka airereft were also on rround alert at this time.

16s All forces arrived in the survivers area ot approxdmately 0550L.
Weather was reported as still on the trees, good voice contact was apain
established with Ashean 01 A, '

L7, Past Mover Smoke was launched at C450L. Smolke pilots here were alerted
but net utilized.

18+ Jolly Green 30 rcportcd visual contach with Ashean O1 B at 0710L,

reportod to be inactive and J,G. 20 continued to Ashcan 01 A position. & P,J.
af put on the ground and the surviver was successfully picked up at

0717L. A1l SAR forces RTE'd to MNP a2t 0725L.

19, Survivor and all forces recovercd at NP at 0735L., SAR terninated,

20. The Pave ¥ail FPiCs end treir cquinrent capabilities and limdtations must
be briefed to all concerned grencinc.  Tais equipment can now cnable the SiR
forces to continue their efforis tarovioul the night to iselae the survivor
from hestile forces. The eanauility to accurately locate the surviver's
position is invaluable during a prolensed SAR such as this ones.

L vl

CH\IG Vo MILLER, Major, USAF

SARCO, 23t 308
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Sandy 07 fllght was scranbled o cocxplt alert at 03207 10 Dec. Pricr
te reaching the aircraft, Semcy O1 £ii;nt iz'occived a3 laﬁnch erder, and
instructed Sandy Thrce end Four to assumo cockpit alert. At 03302 Xing
passed coordinates to Sandy Ore incicating that the SAR scene was in en
extromely hign threatl area, and Sczudy 01 requested immedliate lownck of
Sandy Three flight, ELU-52, CBU-4G, end CEU-42. Sandy 01 flight wes air-
torne at 03392, with some difliculty cxpericnced in the arming arca with
a alow ‘-’é'i/rn-z;mg‘crcw.

Sandy 01 £light rendezvovued with wail 49 end Nail 43, who had iaXen
on-gcene comzmand ai the timg 't.';;e dovaed aircraft, Ash::an 01, (F-105F) had
beon kit by & SAM, Nail 49 briefed Swndy 01 on the erea, defenseé, ang
E & E areas. The survivor was in high pround just west of the center cf
Mu Ghia Pase, snéd tho immediate ares was coverad with a solid low clowd
deck, Sendy 01 tock on=gscenc commend and verified Ashean 015 approximate
Dposition using UHF himiag culc provided by the Nails and by flying low
over the clouds until the surviver heard the A-1 dirccetly overhead.

Sendy 01 then attempted to {ly over tho survivor under the cleuds.
Ceilings deteriorated Irom approximzvely 300 feot witﬁin ten XM of the
sux:vivor down to zerc at a point sorroxdimately two klicks short of
his position. Sandy 01 and 02 wavro forced t¢ pull up and then £1y back
down through the pass iiself in order to avoid the wezather-obscured high
ground to the North,

At this time 1t was decided ihal A-1s could not kope to operate delow

“he clouds, but that the high ground epsearsd frec of any enexy activity

(bbb
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It was decided by Sundy C1 i Jolly Green 52 that the Jolly would attempt
to search the erca under the ¢lzuis alone. It was at this time that the
capabilities of the Pavenail OV-=10 were utilized, and this systeam contriduted
significantly to what was to be ¢ very different kind of SAR. Nall 07,
Pavenail equinped, joined on 3Zandy O1's vwing end was led over the surviver
above the weather. Nail 07 txus obiainod a LORAY location which could
serve as a permanent roference for oniire SAR foree. Nail 07 thea vectored
Jolly 52 in above the clouds, allewing +the Jolly to zero its doppler gear
on the same fix.

This entire process tool only fifteca minutes, and saved veluable time
In the search which followed., JG52 then bezan what was to bs a seven hour
search in the weather. Sy scted as rudio relay betweon the Jolly and
Ashean 01, Nail 07 continuod to 2ot as 1 sort of alrborne GCI sito for
the Jolly, uscing the Pavenail Lofan cnd URF hdming,

Further checks with Ashcan 01 deterained that ho had & broken arm and
leg injury, He hed two survival redios, and checks were made of each.-
He also had his flarcs end gyvrojet., At one point, JG52 located a para-
chute and asked Ashcan io pop 3 sacko., It was later detormined thet the
chute had been a flare chute and Wes located some 3-4 klidtes Southweat
of the survivor's actual position, Ailsc during this time, the Jolly
received small arms fire from 2 point noar tho mim of the. pass well SW
of Ashecan's position., X single gy:ojét round was requested by S-ndy 01
and Ashean, fired. However the rockot did not appear to clear the

clouds.

TSR I
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Juring one of JG52°%c oflortc {0 lscato a closer breck in the undereast,

1s

Py

niy GV ovserved the SEI tracking JG52

o U - - L eyl o
OJo waraing vas blroodsnst ond o

&

cad Sandy O1. The nicsile broke out cbove clouds, passed directly under
JG52, continued on towvard Sandy 01, and roentered the clouds telow
without detonating, /n unloicwz nu-bar of S&4's and unguided rockets
wor2 flred at the Si1 forcs tnd Lt's Ironhand and MIG=cap cover. Thasge
firings continued into the night.

Sandy 01 flight resched fuel bingo at epproximately 0200Z, snd briefed
Sendy 01 flight. JC52 snd 53 wore treding off on the low-altitude search,
¢ne searching whlle the ether rsturnei to Xing to refuel. Sandy 01 -
passc& cornand to Sandy 11 Ilieh%, the bidded down the survivor for
tho night., Strikos wore pul in*te the vuss arca all aight, and Nail FACs
naintained constant radio eoniaet with chean 01, A-1's delivered BLU-

52 onto the route structure during the poriod,

The first light c¢flort waz lsunched &t 23102 with Sandy 01 and Sandy
03 flights, and the same JC crows from tho previous days in JG 30 (52) 'and
JG 53. It was hoped thal veather would perzit an A-1 escorted plckup, but
agein, the ceilings were on the trzetons. 801 showed 802 and 30% the
SUTVivors general locatioa, and 7211 37 apain vectored ﬁG 30 In for a
deppler update. Sandy 01 meds sn attont to fly over tho surviror under
“ho clouds, but vas forcod Lo turn around anproximatzly 1500 moters west
of ris posltien. Oa egress, 507 cnsownisred ground fire from the =ame
location that had hit the Joily the dey bofore, end S01 silenced thals
fire with & rocket/20.2!/7.62 pass.

JG30 egain begen the treatop séa:ch, td it becamo evident to Nail 07

and Sandy O1 thet tho originel doppler fix was well southesome 1100 meters —

aliabfiele

of the survivor,
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JG30 therefore Tegon wolling lerin, wid discovered Ashean 01 Bravo, wnose
body was heanping in his sorostute.  Docause fencen O Alpha could hear the
Jollytz rotor for the flrziy tine in the SAR, it was decided to move toward
his pesition wlthout attenmpiiag to recever Bravo. Alpha was located

some 200 moters to the North, and & 2J brought him on boeard at approximately
0000Z. High winds provented JG30 froa twming around to the south, and

a baclorards hover moveicnt wat Imposzible due to the lack of visability.
Toerefore, ne fusthor offort wus mils to recover Brave's body.

This SAR saw remarkable assistonen rendered to tho Sandy/Jolly forcas by
the Walle of the 23xd TAZ3. Tholr initiz) worlk in locating tae survivor
and their assistance to 8071 in cormunicating with Ashcen 01 was
invaluable, as were the PIVIN.IL contribulions of Mail OF in guiding
airesraft to the zurvivor., Althou:h soricus problems wors cacountercd in
obtalning adequato area denial ordnanco frox BLUE CHIP, the Nails did
suceeed in saturating'the pasz 2xca frem Dolta 29 to Delta 30 for the
twolve hours between swiset eand suarise. Nail 49 continued to éirect
strikes during the firsty high cfforis ilo S&4s were fired during tbe
three hour pickup effort, indlcating the probable efrect of tha nicht's
strikes,

Any further SAR sho vld incliude a roquest for a PAVENAIL, and tho systeams
contribation increases with detoricorating weathors It should bs noted
that A~1 IFR delivery ol DLU-52 is ecaplotely feasidle using the PAVENAIL
a3 lead~in,

The Ashcea 01 SAR s a led of teomworln and coordination, but iis real
success rest with two Jolly Greens who hovered unescorted in rugged terrain

for almost sevem hours. Vissbllitics during this perded generally

S
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Ineluded enly Lhe toeotonn fuvoTTotoly below The hellespter.  falvr the

lack of hosiile diphabitivr in %he usvivors crea and the 51d11 of the

Jollys nade reccus pocsivle.

ZOWARD Ra JATIE II, Capt, U347
[ ad
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TATZ: 10 Decermter 177

MISSIIN NIMIER: A-3-0L0

FLICET DESIGrATION: HING 22

MISSION OBJRCTIVE: GHCST 033 (US ARHY COER~ GUNSHIP) AH-G
LCCATION: 4ONM SE CHU La |

SAVES: TWD (MNONCCMLAT,

At ZUL0L during RTH to Cam Ranh Zgy Irom Uderm, a call for any aircraft was
received on 243.0 from Ghost O33. King 22 responded to the call and aaked
for tre nature of Chost 033's difficulty and position. Ghost 033 replied .
that his navigation equipment and failed, he was in IFR corditions, low on.
fuel, and unawre of his position. King 22 directed Ghost 033 to squawk .
emergency for radar pick-up and alsc requested UHF hold down for a DF eut..™:
GCI and Danang approach control both reported timt. they were not recaivzi.ng’ln%
IFF emergency Squawk. King 22 continued with standard air rescue ® Ioat air—"~
eraft" procedures and determined that Ghost 033 was approximetsly hO SE of - Tl
Chu Iai. i RO A

- “" :ﬁ_ .&‘*
Ghost 033 was advised to head 3000 and elimb to 5000* minimam to avoid po.lit'ig
ble high terrain. King 22 then accomplished a DF intercept on Ghost. 033 . %
Ghost 033 was intercepted approximately 28NM southeast of Chu lai,. ann:
provided updated data on facilities available at Chu lai which ware relayed ,,*"‘
to Ghost 033.° Ghost 033 landed safely at ZZLOL. '

LESSON LEARNED: Durlng the course of this mission Ghost 033 was asked. Y,
make turns for radar identification. As a helicopter his turn ndtgg :
much smaller than that of a fixed wing aireraft. Decause of.this. £ i
nocesaaryto kave Ghost 033 fly the new heading for several sinutadsin i
] _ndu' &n opportunity to recognize the turn. 3w v«ﬁ ety s

PR 5T il R

nmmm

Ec?‘ujg’.h’hiiﬁaiu* m: Capt Ragers T&-"~
CP Qapt_Hassell: P Capt Williams 9
MY Capt Condie 'NAV MaJ Stegel’ i
‘RO TSgt Farr RO TSgt Fierros -
RO TSgt Alford FE TSgt Tye -
FE TSgt lamb ' FR S5gt Underwood
FR 'SSgt Stubbs 1M SSgt Gartland
IM S5gt. Alexander '
i
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MEDIATt
330 DAY 1971
14.21.312
MSG # 002727
FROM: AESC

OTTSZYUw RUMMRSA8483 3501314~ SSS;;;ﬁUCIMAA.

_Zhy Sssee—
14552 gEC 71

FM 3ARRGP TSN AB RVN

TO RUEFHQA/CSAF/COMMARND POST

RUHHBBA/PACAF '

RUCIMAA/HG ARRS/COMMARD POST/SCOTT AFB ILL
I AAA o] :

RUFCPAAA/MAC /MAOCCP-

RUHHBBA /41 ARRWG/CONTROL CENTER/UOC/HICKAM AFB HAWATI

RUHHHRQA/CINCPAC/CC

RHMSMVA/MACVY SAIGON RVN
RUEKAAA/USAF/AFEOC/FT RITCHIE MD
RUMFRBA/CTF 77

RUHGOSA/CTG 77.0
RUWTFJA/USAFMPC/DPMCS RANDOLPH AFB TX
RUMOJAA/39ARRS CRB AB RVN
RUMDJMNA/ZQL A 3JARRGP SON TRA AB RVN
RUMOSRA/OL B 3ARRGP UDORN AFLD THAI
RUHGOEA/CTG 77.4

RUMFRJA/CTG 77.5

RUHGOXA/CTG 77.6

PAGE 2 RUMMRSAB483 S E CR E T
RUMIJJBA/37ARRS DA NANG AB RVN
RUMOREA/40ARRS NAKHON PHANOM APRT THAI
RUMUUBA/B8TFwW UBON AFLD THAI
BT

__5 Er 8 F 1 IaPRFp JUIFFY MBCC RESCIE 016
ls RESCUE OPENING/CLOSING REPORT 1 1

2. MISSION NUMBER: 03-023 DECEMBER 1971

3. SITUATION: F-4 CREW RECEIVED GRO!ND FIRE AND BAILED OUT OF

AIRCRAFT.
A. DESCRIPTION OF SAR OBdECTIVE
1. F-4/668744/CAMOUFLAGED/HEADPIN 01
2. TACTICAL
3. MAJ MORRIS/UBON THAILAND/8 TFW
4, 2 POB
5. NONE
6. USAF STANDARD
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8. ACTION TAKEN: ,
1. 7AF JRCC/N7NBZ/7AF CP BLUE CHIP
2., 0708Z ON ALERT AT UBON
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3. 0708Z SAR FORCES LAUNCHED AT UBON
C. PERSONAL INFORMATION
1. TWO POBs TWO PICKED UP
2. CAMBODIAN HELO CALL SIGN KHMER ({(UHI) LAMDED BESIDE AIR-
MEN AND MADE PICK UP,
4. DOWNED AIRMEN WERE FLOWN TO PHNOM PENH AIRPORT.
0., FLYING ACTIVITY:
1. 40 ARRS/HH=53/3,0HR/2 SORTIES
2. 56 SOW/A-1/3.0HR/2 SCORTIES
3« 39 ARRS/C-13n/3.0HR/1 SORTIE
E. SAVES DATA: NO SAVES CLAIMED
F. SUMMRAY OF SAR ACTIONS:
1. INITIAL NOTIFICATION OF DOWNED AIRCRAFT wAS PASSED TO
JOKER BY 7AF CP (BLUE CHIP)., JOKER SCRAMBLED JOLLY GREEN 55 AND
61y SY 5 AND 6. KING 24 HAD JUST DEPARTED CAM RANH BAY TO REPLACE
K=21 ON ORBIT AND WAS DIVERTED TO THE SEARCH AREA, IT WAS THEN RE=-
PORTED TO JOKER BY BLUE CHIP THAT BOTH PILOTS WERE PICKED UP BY
CAMBODIAN HELGC AND TAKEN TO PHNDM PENH. JOLLY GREEN 55 AND 61 WERE
TOLD TO CONTINUE TO PHNOM PENH TO PICK RESCUED CREW AND RETURN THEM
TO HOME STATION., TELEPHCONE CONTACT WAS MADE WITH DOWNED CREW AT

PAGE 4 RUMMRSAB483 S ECRET
PHNOM PENH AND THEY REPORTED NO INJURIES, JOLLY GREEN 55 PICKED
UP DOWNED CREWMEN AT PHNOM PENM AIRPORT AND RETURNED THEM TO UBON
WITHOUT INCIDENT.
2. SEE I1TEM D
3. N/A
GP=-4
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Gunfighter §2 SAR - 18 Dec 1971 Page | of 2

Gunfighter 82A/B

18 Dec 1971
(tape courtesy of Robert "Black Bart" Bartunek, Sandy pilot)

Gunfighter 82 was an F-4E crew assigned to the 366th TFW at DaNang AB, RVN. On the
night of 17 December 1971, Gunfighter 82 was downed by a SAM near Mu Gia Pass
about 63 nm east of Nakhon Phanom RTAFB, Thailand. Mu Gra Pass was a notoriously
bad place situated along the Ho Chi Mihn trail. One week earlier, the crew of Ashean 02,
an F-105 Wild Weasel was downed and rescued in the same general vicinity.

Both 7th Air Force News and Pacific Stars and Stripes ran storics of the rescue.

Gunfighter 82A was Lt Col Arthur Blissett
Gunfighter 82B was Lt Michael Murray

There were two HH-53 Super Jolly Green Giant rescue helicopters from the 40th ARRS
out of NKP Thatland, with Jolly Green 30 pcerforming the actual pickup:

Jolly Green 30 was crewed by Maj. Clyde E. Bennett, aircraft commander; Maj Donald L.
Roston, pilot; AIC Willlam T. Lyles, flight engineer; and pararescuemen MSgt Daniel L.
Schmidt, SSgt Willhlam E. Brown and Sgt Dennis E. Williamson.

Four Sandy's were involved i the pickup of Gunfighter 82. Sandy 01 and 02 werc working
the survivor and Sandy 03 and 04 initially remained with the HH-53s west of the survivors
location.

Sandy 01 was Capt Roger Youngblood
Sandy 02 was Capt Ron Smith

Sandy 03 was

Sandy 04 was

Nail 07 was on scene and assisted in putting in air strikes to suppress cnemy activity.

Nail 07 was 7?

Participant's Accounts

Sandy 01 - Capt. Roger Youngblood

Gunfighter 82A - Lt Col. Art Blissett

Jolly Green 30 Aircraft Commander - Maj Clyde Bennett - Text and photos
Jolly Green 30 Lead PJ - SSgt. William E. Brown

http://209.39.156.3/skyraider/skyassn/sartapes/gf82/gf82 htm 1/25/99




Gunfighter £2 SAR - 18 Dec 1971 Page 2 of 2

The tape is presented here in its entirety. It runs 24 minutes and 25 seconds and 1s in
RealAudio format. You will need RealAudio on your computer system in order to access
the tape.

The tape begins with Sandy 01 about to commit the SAR force to the pick-up of
Gunfighter 82 A. Up until this time, there was only one objective, the pilot (A) of
Gunfighter 82. Gunfighter 82B (the WSQ). was not in contact with the SAR pickup force
up until this point in time. As Sandy 01 briefed the rescue forces on the forthcoming pick-
up attempt, Gunfighter 82B suddenly came up on his survival radio. This forced a short
"fall back and regroup” delay while Sandy 01 located the back seater (Bravo).

Soon all is sorted out and both survivors were ready for pick-up. The tapc ends as Jolly 30
with both survivors on board exited the area to the northwest.

Download the latest version of RealAudio Player

How do I get the RealPlayer to work?

Piay Gunfighter 82 SAR tape

http://209.39.156.3/skyraider/skyassn/sartapes/gf82/gt82 htm 1/25/99




To: Robert LaPointe, rlapointe

From: Bill Brown, INTERNET:nremtwebofc@attmail.com
Date: 6/21/99, 5:03 aAM

Re: Re: Test of e-mall address

Bob,
Crew's Nameg

Maj. Clyde Bennett, AC

Maj. Dan Ruston, CP

Sgt. William Lyle, FE

S35gt William E. Brown, Jr, PBJ
Sgt Deninis C. Williamgon, PJ
MSgt Dan Schmidt, PJ

Have article from Stars and Stipg newspaper. Do you have FAX number,

Author of article ig me. Accepted for publication but no published to date in
VIET NAM, a magazine. Don't know if and when they will publish it, but you
can use it first. Do you want to contact Col. Bligsett? I can find his phone
number to get his account. I talked with him last vear while passing through
FL. Algo, have you checked out the Sandy Web Page? Skyriaider

Asspciation will lead you there.
AR TR f TR O I
Bill Brown é“h)n)r ¢ | é :)

———————————————————————— Internet Header -------------oommmmme e

Sender: nremtwebofc@attmail.com

Received: from lrau.lr.mt.np.elg-gmg.att.net (lrau.lr.mt.np.els-gms.att.net [199.191.144
by hil-img-5.compuserve.com (8.8.6/8.8.6/2.19) with SMTP id JAA11867
for «<rlapointeGcompuserve.coms>; Mon, 21 Jun 1999 06:03:12 -0400 (EDT)

Date: Mon, 21 Jun 1999 08:57:35 +0000

From: nremtwebofc®attmail.com (Bill Brown)

Received: from nremtwebofc by attmail; Mon Jun 21 12:55:00 GMT 1999

Subject: Re: Test of e-mail address

In-Reply-To: your message <199906181809 MC2-79EF- LASFa@compuserve.coms> of Fri Jun 18 18:(

Te: rlapointe@compugerve.com [Robert LaPointe)

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: Text/Plain; charset=us-ascii

Content -Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Megsage-ID: <winATT-3 O-nremtwebofc-2219@attmail.coms




STRT e Y
Bt BRow A
The Combat Rescue of Gunfighter 2

We completed our 36 hours as “high bird” knowing that if a mission would be called
we would be designated first-in, or “low bird” for any air rescue attempts that would be
made over the Ho Chi Minh Trail, Laos or on the western side of North Viet Nam. The
40th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service, the squadron of HH-53 “Super Jolly
Greens” was on alert 24 hours a day throughout the year. Tomrrow would be December
19, 1971 and all was calm when the rescue crew went to bed.

We were awakened about mid-night and told to report to intelligence for a briefing.

" An American aircrew was shot-down, and we were to be “low-bird”™ on the mission. I
immediately rernernbeted that as we changed from high-bird to low-bird, I had changed
positions from “Number 17 PJ (Pararescueman) to “Number 2” PJ, meaning if one of the
PJ's was to go on the ground to rescue, provide medical care, or support a pilot, I would
not be the one assigned. I was struck a blow of “hard luck” which affected many
Pararescueman during Nam; [ wouldn’t be the primary PJ but would serve as a member
of the team rather than the rescurer. We jumped out of bed, put on our clothes, hit the
head, and waited only seconds for the truck to take us to intelligence for our rescue
briefing.

After passing the security checks we entered the bowels of intelligence at Nakhon
Phanom Air Base in Thailand where much of the intelligence gathering taking place
along the Ho Chi Mien Trail was housed. The room was small without windows. Charts
and maps were on every wall with lights shinning on them for better clarity. The room
was dark, setup n theater style. In the front was an Air Force officer, behind him maps

of the familiar geography of Laos. We knew this mission was not going to be easy. The




maps were covered with up to a hundred green and red dots with intersecting circles
around each dot. [t resembled a bow! of cheerios with colored dots at the center. The
dots represented anti-aircraft guns and surface to air missile sites. The intell officer
briefed us that we were to attempt the rescue of two F-4 pilots shot down by surface-to-
air missiles “SAM.s” while bombing Mia Guia Pass. [t would be a first light rescue
attempt and we would approach the area under cover of darkness. The pass, a well
known target of US fighter bombers, was a place along the trail where the trail became
congested because 1t passed through a narrow valley with 1,500 foot mountain cliffs on
“each side. The pass appeared about four miles in length, and contained caves in the
boarder cliffs that housed North Viet Namese soldiers and their radar guided anti-aircraft
guns. The nightly and seasonal airbattles fought over Mu Gia Pass were a test for the best
of America’s pilots. Intell did not know the exact location of the pilots but the pilots had
established radio contact with an OV-10 “Cuvy” FAC who was circling over the area
offering moral support and a link to safety for the two pilots. Intel also said the area
where the pilots ejected contained fires representing troop concentrations, multiple SAM
sites, and anti-aircraft guns. Our anxiety increased with each word as we knew taking
helicopters into this area of the war zone would be most dangerous. [t was in this same
area two vears befére, Boxer 22 was rescued. Boxer 22 was later described in the
Pararescue 50 Years as follows: “On December 6, 1969, Boxer 22, an F-4C goes down in
Laos directly over the Ho Chi Minh Trail, an awesomely fortified transportation network.
During the next three days, ARRS coordinates one of the largest search and rescue

missions ever to be conducted in Southeast Asia. One pararescuman, David M. Davidson




loses his life. The search and rescue task force flies 336 sorties and fifty-one hours in
support. Although the F-4 pilot is never recovered, the navigator 1st Lt. Woodrow J.
Bergeron is rescued. Nearly forty pararescumen participate in action against the enemy.
Some are wounded in the foray. When it is over five of the ten helicopters involved
never fly again because of battle damage. Five Sandy A-1s suffer heavy damage”1.
Although this account was written many years later, the members of the 40th ARRS were
well aware of the history of Boxer-22.
Down at the flight line it was business as usual. A little joking to relieve the stress and
" a long preflight check to assure all systems were functioning properly. Our aircraft
commander, Lt.Col. Clyde Bennett and co-pilot Major Don Roston were welcome
additions. We knew if the going was getting rough these two helicopter pilots would not
back down in the face of enemy fire. The flight engineer, William Lvles, was
experienced and we had flown many alert missions together. My fellow Pararescueman,
Dennis Williamson, was my “buddy” in SCUBA school, a fellow PJ classmate, and one [
knew [ could count on if the going got rough. Before take off, I asked Denny if he
wanted to change positions, from “Number 1” PJ to “Number 2”. He agreed, and I
prepared my gear to ride the hoist down into enemy territory. A CAR-15 with 200
rounds of ammuo, two radios with six backup batteries, one quart of water, two one-pint
water flasks, trauma bandages, pen flares, maps, and a Randal knife comprised the gear |
would carry if it became necessary to ride the hoist into the jungle. All was in working
order and [ rechecked the knots on a ten foot section of rope [ had concocted with a snap
link tied to each end. One end would be snapped to the hoist support and the other free to

snap onto a pilot’s parachute harness should a quick retrieval become necessary.




After pre-flight checks we took off straight for Mu Gia Pass. [t was about an 80
minute flight. We were to be supported by all the planes in the inventory of the Air Force
in order to complete a successful recovery of the two American pilots. MIGCAP, F-4’s
would be circling the area to prevent a loss of any rescue forces similar to the January
1970 loss of a Jolly Green helicopter shot down by a MIG. We would have F-105’s
“Wild Weasels” to take care of SAM missile sites. The always supporting A-1E “Sandy”
aircraft, loaded with anti-personnel bombs and other weapons would be on-scene,
locaning, circling and protecting the survivors. The OV-10 would also continue to circle

‘the area talking with the survivors and rescue forces. The C-130 “King” birds would be
present to keep in contact with headquarters MAC-V and to re-fill the gas tanks via air-
to-air refueling with the Jolly Greens. In all, some 30-40 planes would begin this first
light rescue attempt.

While en route we loaded our mini-guns. Each Jolly had three 7.62 cal mini-guns
capable of firing 2,000 or 4,000 bullets per minute. The best venue for defense was the
rear mounted gun, placed on the ramp of the helicopter. From there a PJ in a “gun-tub”
could burst fire the mini-gun and serve as a stinger at the end of the tail of the helicopter.
During the rescue attempt, we all knew we had to swing the mim-gun designed to fire
out the rescue door away from its position and that it would serve no benefit for our
defense. Loading the guns in the dark was a skill possessed by every PJ because most
approaches to missions were accomplished in early morning as “first lighters™. Once
clearance was given we fired the guns into the blackness of the night. Jolly 36, serving as
our high bird left a trail of red dots falling thousands of feet into the jungle below. We

knew all was ready as we began a three mile circle in a “safe” area over Laos, where no




anti-aircraft guns or SAMs had been reported by intelligence. The helicopters were to
remain in this pattemn, circling at 10,000 feet until the survivors were found and the scene
was determined by the Sandy pilots as “safe” for helicopters to enter.

As the search phase was conducted, we often took dives down to the jungle top, when
altered first by “SAM Waming” later followed by “SAM Launch”. The dives of the
helicopter, spinning around in a tight circle, with each crew member looking for an
upcoming SAM, occurred a number of times during the moming. On a half-dozen or so
occasions we saw the “telephone pole size” missiles race past low flying aircraft and

‘detonate high in the sky near an F-4 covering MIGCAP, or leaving the scene after
dropping ordnance to keep the enemy busy while rescue forces attempted to locate the
survivors. We knew the jungle canopy must have been thick because even though we
could hear the Bravo Survivor on the radio, no one could place a visual on his position.
The Alpha Survivor was easily located, hanging in a tree, unable to get out of his
parachute harness and descend to the ground. His height above the ground was estimated
at 250 feet and he possessed only 150 feet of let-down cord. We knew his rescue would
be pretentious. Smoke from Bravo was difficult to see, dissipating as it drifted toward the
sky. Both survivors had passed the identifier test used by the Air Force and had answered
their perscnal questions correctly. With positive identity known, the exact location of the
Alpha survivor and near location of Bravo, a rescue attempt was about ready. The final
touch came when a Sandy overflew the areca at a very slow speed and did not receive any
ground fire. It seemmed the troop concentrations we were alerted to by intelligence was a

few miles away with thick jungle and mountainous terrain between the pilots and the




camp. However, the ARRS had been caught in traps laid by the enemy before, and this
rescue would be accomplished like all others with full combat support.

We circled around as the sun rose high in the pass and mountains. It was a lovely
sight, thick green trees, and mountains that would be excellent to sport climb. From the
air it looked so peaceful even though the area was completely controlled by North Viet
Namese regulars. Monitoring the radios we heard Sandy lead signal the forces it was
time for a rescue attempt. We began the “run-in".

Run-ins begin with a fast helicopter dive from altitude to tree-top level. The drop is
“similar to ascending the longest roller-coaster ride in the world with a G-force ending that
requires one to grunt and plant your feet in order to remain standing during the transition

from vertical to horizontal. Two hundred miles an hour at tree top level. Doors on the
helicopter are all open with wind whipping through the helicopter at breath-taking speeds.
All equipment is tied down. Fingers on the triggers of mini-guns, pointing out toward the
ground. Heads kept low, squinting through the sites. Noise so loud that you can not hear
yourself yell at the top of your lungs. Radio blasting instructions to the pilot about
distance to the survivors; 8 miles, 6 miles, 4 miles, closer and closer, jumping high trees
causing every crewmember to leave their seats and bless the inventor of the safety tie
down strap. Pulses pounding in the chest, sweating from both the heat of the jungle and
nerves squeezing the sweat glands. Anxiety high, remembering training, remembering
commands, watching other members, anticipating the slowing of the Jolly to hover when
the danger increases ten fold. Will this be it? Will this be the pinnacie of a years worth of
training, the reason we served in the Air Force, the opportunity to bring home an

American pilot, to snatch him from the hands of the enemy? Or, will we be in the fight




of our lives, small rounds popping through the thin skin of the helicopter? Will all of us
make it alive? Will we need our medic skills? Questions, questions, questions, eyes
open wondering! Then the Sandy lead tells Col. Bennett straight ahead 3/4 quarter of a
mile, a clump of higher trees at a one o’clock position, that is the position of the Bravo
survivor. The Jolly begins to slow and flare toward a hover. The blurring trees come into
focus. The canopy is thick. We listen, no small arms fire thus far, the Sandy’s begin
circling the Jolly, weaving around attempting to draw small arms fire upon themselves.
Jolly 30 is in a hover, the Bravo survivor says over the radio he can hear the helicopter

* but can not see it. We hover around the general area until he tells us we are over his head
and he can see the helicopter. We lower the jungle penetrator seat, 100 feet a minute,
taking more than two minutes to reach the ground. Bravo says he can’t see the
penetrator, the canopy 1s too thick and the vines in the jungle prevent him from finding
the penetrator. Col. Bennett tells Sgt Lyles to bring up the hoist and send down a PJ to
attempt the rescue. [ know 1t’s me, my time has come, [ am ready! As we wait for the
hoist to return from earth, [ recheck everything. Finally after what seems like etemnity it
is here. [ quickly strap myself in and begin the descent. After exiting the helicopter I see
how exposed we are, we are on a ridge above the trail, the sun is bright, thankfully there
1s no small arms fire. Sgt. Lyle lowers me into the jungle, the ride is much faster on the
hoist, banging through the trees, pushing the jungle away from me and the gear. No
slowing down, my weight brings me down fast, I crash onto the jungle floor. Standing, I
see LLt. Murry, the Bravo survivor talking into his radio, looking up at the helicopter, he

doesn’t see me! [ have come down through the trees and he can’t see me! [ am only 20-




30 yards away and he doesn’t see me; how dumb can a pilot be? Ijump up and down
waving my arms. He continues to look up at the helicopter and doesn’t look in any other
direction. I make the decision, one [ did not want to make, to leave the security of the
hoist and approach the Bravo survivor. I run toward him as [ get within 10 feet he sees
me, his face 1s full of fright, he knows I am not the enemy. I signal him to follow and he
docs. We can not speak to each other, my helmet is on, [ am monitoring the radios. We
begin the ascent to the helicopter, still there is no small amms fire. [ am confident we will
complete one-half of the rescue attempt. We break the tree line and are exposed again to
+a 360 degree angle for small arms fire. No firing occurs. Sandy’s continuing to circie the
Jolly in close range. Any enemy on the ground would know where we were, the noise is
unbehievable. Sgt. Lyle pulls us into the helicopter and Lt. Murry is as safe as we are. He
takes a seat in one of the bunks while we attempt rescue of the Alpha survivor.

Alpha survivor, so named because he occupied the front seat of an F-4, remains
suspended in a tree not far from the site of the successful recovery of his fellow
crewmember. Jolly 30 hovers over in his direction. Sgt. Lyle and I look into the trees
and see the pilot. His chute rests next to him in the tree. Shroud lines and silk
enveloping him, the tree and nearby trees. He is 150 feet below the Jolly. I attached my
snap linked rope to the penetrator thinking it may be difficult to get the pilot onto the
hoist in mud-air about 250 feet above the ground. I can not talk to Lyle, my radio is set
on the rescue frequency and Lyle 1s on the intercom of Jolly 30. He gives the hand signal
to prepare to be lowered and I give him the thumbs up. He begins lowering me. Within
seconds I am next to the pilot, he reaches for me and the penetrator. He fails. [ oscillate

below the chopper, feet apart yet so close to freedom. Lyle commands the helicopter to




adjust position and I swing from side to side. Grabbing parachute lines I pull my way
toward the pilot. I am near enough and quickly snap the link into his parachute hamess.
We will be together for the remainder of the rescue. Lyle moves the hoist in an attempt
to get me closer to the pilot but now that I am hooked into him, I turn upside down,
hanging by the hoist, wrapped in shroud lines, 250 feet above the ground. I radio the
crew that I have the survivor on the hoist; a signal to begin lifting us upward. Then [ feel
the parachute lines which are tangled into my gear, around the hoist, the pilot and myself.
They arc preventing us from ascending to the safety of the helicopter. My knife is
“strapped to the calf of my leg. I have to reachit. With great strain I grab the knife as I
feel the pressure of the parachute cord on my legs, pulling them with great force. I
unsheathe the knife and only tap the lines, they spring apart like a broken string on a
guitar. I have to cut perhaps ten lines as we ascend. I can not see the Alpha Survivor, he
1s below me attached to the hoist by my home-made rescue device. Ionly hope as I am
cutting lines that the knots I have tied hold and he does not fall 250 feet to his death. We
have been in a hover over the survivor for a three or four minute period, still there is no
ground fire. For this I am thankful. Sgt. Lyle brings us to the helicopter and [ am
brought in the door, the alpha survivor is still attached to the rope below the helicopter.
Lyle and Williamson reach below the helicopter and bring him into the Jolly. We quickly
inform Col. Bennett the survivors are aboard and Jolly 30 begins the dangerous extraction
from the scene. Slowly gaining speed, following a course behind three Sandy’s flying
ever so slowly to attract any ground fire before the Jolly passes over a site. Picking up

speed, manning mini-guns, listening to F-4’s draw anti-aircraft fire and attention away




from rescue forces. Gaining speed we stay on the tree tops, out of the immediate rescue
area, following a course plotted by intelligence, we gain speed until Sandy lead tells us its
time to go to altitude.

In the Jolly we begin to relax as we gain altitude. We know with each minute we are
further from the Mu Gia Pass, further from immediate danger, further from the enemy.
Lt. Murry needs wound care from an gjection injury and Sgt Williamson provides
medical care. Col. Blissett rests on the cot, the crews voices are picking up, you can hear
the excitement, the joy, the accomplishment, “Shit hot”, is called out more than once by

:Sandy’s, King, Phantom Pilots. The joy passes along airwaves throughout Laos, there
will be celebrating tonight in rescue forces. We approach Thailand, unload the mini-
guns and prepare for a “fly-by” of the flight line. We see NKP in the distance, and ready
smoke granades we will pop in celebration. Already 100-150 fellow rescueman, pilots,
mechanics, avionics technicians, PJ’s, medics, every type of specialist who supports these
missions is there to participate in the joy of the rescue of American pilots. The fly-by
smoke fills the chopper, everyone is smiling. We land and taxi to our spot on the tarmac,
shutting down the engines. Col. Blissett 1s first out, he is sprayed with champagne,
followed by Lt. Murry also a victim of rescue celebration champagne. Next comes Air
Craft Commander Clyde Bennett, splashed with buckets of water, like the coach ofa
Super Bowl team. Col. Bennett held Jolly 30 in a hover over enemy held territory for
between an eight and ten minute period in full exposure of any enemy on the ridge.
Finally the remainder of the crew. We gather in front of Jolly 30 for a picture and
everyone gives warm embraces and handshakes thanking each other for a mission well

done. The survivors are lead off in a military ambulance to the hospital for a checkup,




the ground crews park the Jolly, maintenance men immediately begin checkups. The
crew boards the transport trucks and heads back to the barracks. We are off alert for the
rest of the day. Soon we will be asleep, resting for another mission, another opportunity
to fulfill the air rescue motto, *“These things we do, so that others may live”.

Epilogue: Ssgt William Brown never had an opportunity to talk with the pilots he
rescued from the jungles in North Viet Nam until years later. He received the
Distinguished Flying Cross for his efforts in the rescue of Gunﬁghterﬁz in the US mail
after being discharged from the Air Force. His father, a member, and later Commander
: of the Ohio Department of AMVETSs contacted the Air Force in 1975 and asked them to
locate Col. Blissett, the Alpha survivor. During an Ohio AMVET convention in
Columbus, Ohio, Col. Blissett, in a surprise ceremony, thanked and presented SSgt.
Brown with his DFC in front of family and friends. GunﬁghtergZ finally was a mission

complete.
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