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3. ON 24 DPCFMRI-R 3971 ot. 0905 HOURS A FORWARD AlR CONTROLLER -  et 	yo,  

(FAC) FLYING A LIGHT FIXED-WING OBSERVATION AIRCRAFT ON A RECON- 	C.cL 
NAISSANCE MISSION WAS SHOT DOWN IN THE VICINITY OF XC 4050, 28 
KILOMETERS (KMS) NORTHWEST OF SARAVANE (XC 5358). RV' AN ESTIMATED L 
200 ROUNDS OF 12.7MM/14.5MM ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUNFIRE. THE AIRCRAFT 
suSTAINPD MULTIPLE HITS IN THE ENGINE CAUSING IT TO LOSE OIL 

THE PILOT MANAGED TO MAKE A DEAD-STICK LANDING IN AN OPEN 
FIELD. BY 0957 HOURS THE FAC AND HIS ACCOMPANYING RACKSEATER wERE 
plexEn UP BY AN H-34 HELICOPTER. NEITHER MAN WAS SERIOUSLY WOUNDED 
IN Tnn CRASH_ AT 1135 HOURS ON 24 DECEMBER THE REMAINS OF THE 
AIRCRAFT WERE DESTROYED BY A ROYAL LAO AIR FORCE T-28 A:RSTH31.E. 

2, THE IRREGULAR GROUPEMENT MOBILE (GM) COMPOSED OF THE FOUR 
BATTALIONS (BNS) WHICH HAD BEEN OPERATING IN THE SARAVANE AREA' 
HAS COMPLETED ITS LINK-UP WITH ROYAL LAO ARMY (FAR) FORCES NORTH OF 
THE SE (RIVER) DON IN THE V/CINITT OF XC 1819. THE TWO MISSING 
COMPANIES FROM THIS IRREGULAR GM HAVE NOW BEEN LOCATED AND ALL 
M•LN HAVE BEEN ACCOUNTED FOR. AS OF 1645 HOURS ON 24 DECEMBER, THIS 
IRREOHLAR GM WAS LOCATED AS FOLLOWS: 

ONE EN 	XC 1437 	 - REMO. Efia CUM' 
ONE EN 	XC 1235 
ONE BR 	XC 1637 	 • 61274131ild. 17 17/0-9a(3131.7)13-4 
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I, ALKA;:t$ OF SIX )11 L1(fIT BOUNDS. ONE OF IPFNE 1,!PPAIls reT 1E, B0 
D.:DRS ON 24 DFCEMUItR EPSHL1PD IN ONE FAX SOLDIER KFELFD IN AcIION 
(NIA). 

4. TUPKE WAS NO OTIDR ENEMY ACI1V3TY 1N nin PAFSONG AREA ON 
24 DECEMBER. DURING THE AFTERNOON OF 24 OECL't4BBR '3 )I% 
CM THAT END SfAin ODFRA1ING IN THE IHATFNG (XC 40E6) AREA CLONFD 
INTO PAKSONG. THFSE TROOPS WERE SHIPPED BY A 1RVICK CONVOY FROM 
PAKSONG TO PANSE (WB 8771) AND BY 1630 HOURS ALL UNITS OF THIS 
GM HAD ARRIVED :N PAWSE, MIRING THEIR MOVE FROM THATENG TO 
PANNE "VIA PANSONG THE GM EVCOUN1FRED NO ENEMY AC:1V1TY. . 

CjiA•IPASEWSATE:4"014E AREA 

5. AT 0800 HOURS ON 24 DECEMBER A COMPANY OF FAR VOLUNTBER 
RN 48 W1TM POSI1)ONS IN BAN MAX-VANGNIAKXE0 (WA 8a8132) ON tnn 
CHNMPARSAK/SIIENWDONE PROVINCE BORDER, 55 KMS NO ,ITH OF WANG ).11oNc 
(WA 0260),.WAS ATTACKED BY AN ESTIMA1111 ONE NORTH VJETNAMLSE ARMY 
(NVA) COMPANY. DURING THE 1-110ER FIRFFIGHT WHICH FOLLOWBD FAR 
CASUALTIES mom FOUR KIA AND ONE COUNDPO. THE NVA COMPANY WITHDREW 
W1111 1INKNOWN CASVALTIVS. 

6. ( - - "TIDYNSLM. NIATF ARMY AlR ESAID C1N0p.AC_ , RP.6(7,..PAcA.R._ 
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1 The report provided information concerning the 24 December 1971 downing of a 
light fixed-wing observation aircraft in the vicinity of XC 40 SO. The report 
further stated this= the two crewmembers were picked up by a N-34. 

I This information probably relates to the 24 December 1S71 loss of an OV-10A. 
The crewmembers of this aircraft were Timothy M. Tucker ard William R. Finn 
(both USAF MIAs). However, the information that these ineividuals were re-
covered is erroneous. SAR was initiated on 26 Cecember, However, there was 
no voice or beeper contact. Search efforts continued until 31 December and 
were officially terminated due to hostile activity in the area. 

r_  E TA L-CrA-I airs we,..E70..Ti 4-  =.1 iiiirci:Firtni—Curti;=■ 7:i 
1: r'j Parawaphia) ___ 	 .-..--- above am reIra4Iebia TO the goveenment 011 	  

	

2. M Evatustion Is Nol int.r 	
. 

eassbte 	 3. Ex-3 rt.)...•ble EVAtuAtion Hat Riquestard 
. . 	 ....-..__ 


