
'..YRU'o; 40th AR.F4q .( jo) 

Miocioa NarrativO iot kCS AR S 1J-6 Report 

Aartu (snoc) 

DATE: 19 Docember 1971 

1.T.I3SI0NMal: B-3-047 

FLIGHT DESIGNATION: Jolly Green 55 

•.:,;ISSION OBJECTIVE: Falcold 74A and 74E 

LOCATION: 1950N 104-48E 55NH SE of Sam Noua 

To,o (2) Combat saves 

1. At 08 -;51 the bao%-up alort crews wore notified that Jolly Green 62 had an 
one shot out on an attempt io pick up Falcon 74A and was making an emergen-
cy landing at LS-32. The back-up alert was to brief and launch ASAP. After 
aborting one oircraft, Jolly Green 55 was airborne at 0925L and joined up 	, 
vith Jolly Greon 61. We planned to air rofuol with King 23 enrouto to the 
holding point (063 0/105NN/Channel 108). Uhen King 23 abortod with an innicAt 
fire in his air rofaoling oystom, Jolly. Green 55 and 61 were diverted to Ls-9a 
to rofuol. Airborno again at 1220L the flight joinod vith Sandy 17 and 18 and 
hold north of 1.3-32. Smoke 44, on soca() commander, reported there may be a 
broak in the wcathor and requested the Jollys move to the forward holdinr ,  point. 
Due to our low altitude, tacan and other aids to navigation wore not availablo 
but with basic DH, marginal dopplor computer and ADF cuts off SAR forces in the 
ourvivors area -wo woro able to arrivo at a point 51,111 north of . tho survivors* 
oroa at 13551- They Wen': down on the .11orth Vietnameoe border southcastof Sam 
NoUa. The WeStliar wao completoly under cast making terrain masking from 21gs 
u:ofoasable. O:igo had forced tho withdrawal of tho SAR Forcos from the area 
several times that day. The enemy also ipui radar coverage of the area. • En-
route to the aroa the ourvivors'had roportod hearing people moving around them 
and dogs barking. Those two dovelopmento plus the rapidly deteriorating -weather 
• oroatod concern that the ourvivors would be killed or captured boforo another 
pickup atto:opt could be made. A 1=3 Nail OV-10 found a small hole in the 
under cast and a,740-1a3 44 decided to make a pickup attempt. On Scene comMandr-
woo pacood to Sandy- 03 Lino° s.:101. 44 was critically law on fuel. Jolly Green 
55 1 s •SR Bingo was 1430L which may have influenced the decision to execute at 
this time. J op opirolod down tho hole, King 22 advised Us to put on our - 
gas masks as BLU-52 had been dropped near the survivors. We broke out below 
the cloud o over a river with mountains and karat rising on both sides with 
pooks ricing into 'die clouds. From this point on, communications with the 	' 
survivors, othor aircraft, and Jolly 55 crew ramlors wore extremoly difficult 
due to the 	ood use of the gas masks. Sandy 03 led Jolly 55 to an area 
that ft tac, ..—oovtion of the suzvivbrs location briefed by Smoke 44. Lack 
of fuel had provonted Smoke 44 from showing Sandy 03 the survivors position. • 
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Wo hit a hovor ovor tho spot but it was apparent we wore not over the 
survivors. Falcon 74A had roppod a omoke Vnich we could not soo, he could 
not hoar us and the chutes va 110173 over wore flare chiltos, not the ourvivorst. 
canopys. There was a caniotor of BLU-52 about 10 Motor2 to our loft so we 
hovored further up the ridgo and began asking Falcon 74A for short counts 
to try and got an ADP cut on his position. Communications vero cod:rarely 
garbled and broken with Falcon 74A and Sandy 03 due to terrain ohielding. 
They could not understand tv tranonisaions duo to distortion by the gas 
neok. Nail 09 0  holding high over the scono, had boon in the area earlier 
and told ma to steer 180 dogroes from my present position. 'Jo entered a 
box canyon with clouds oboourring the top one third of the aidoo. Falcon 
74A reported he could now hoar the helicopter and tried to vector us to his 
position. Timo aftor time we ran into doad end cravaoses. The known presence 
of ground fire mado this typo of manouvoring oxtromaly haoardous but the urgency. 
of the situation justified the risk. Wo found a oolall  villazo which we know 
wao 

 
near Falcon 74A but the survivor was unable to steer us because of the con-

fusion caused by noioo of both the holioopter and AlE. Wo wore still unable to 
get reliable Al? outo. So Sandy 03 departed the immodiate area and Falcon 74A' 
was then able to steer Us to his position. Hovering was very difficult as 
corrections and observations given by my crew wore distorted and umintolligable 
with the gas masks on. Once over 74A, it took 5 minuteso locate him through 
the thioh jungle canopy. The first pickup was made at 14501, after 30 minutes 
of searching the area. At One point during the hover my tail rotor got danger-
ously close to a tree. I was unable to understand the ?J .  on the aft ramp 
tolling ma not to MbV0 bask. Ho finally ripped the mask off and used his holnet 
microphone to warn,mo. Ho immediately suffered from the effect of the 3LIT-52 
we wore stirring up with our rotor wash. As we pulled off 74Als position, 74B 
came up on radio and directed a loft turn to his position. ny now we were well 
into our resorvo fuel so I asked Sandy 03 to 'request a tanker be ready to air 
rofuel as scones we pickod up Bravo.. Ho too was difficult to locate through ' 
the thick canopy but was hoistoil up at 1510L. Rain and drizzlo were rcoving in 
and my copilot had turned on tho windshield vipers several times during the 	' 
pickup 50 1 could coo to hover. As we departed the area we noticed Falcon 
74Ats position was completely obsourred by clouds. The hole we had doscendod 
through was closed so we clilobcd out IFR. Xing 27 was flying east out of LS-32 
to provide air refueling when Jolly Green 55 broke out on top of the cloudo. The 
survivors were recovered to Udorn RTAFB at 1735L. Both in excellent condition; 
Falcon 74A had a deep lacoration in his right log. ' 

2. Two 01-A,cortios 2.5 hrs. One 0I-B sortie 5.4 hroo .  

5. a. Two pararescuomon. 
b. .:tlot deployed due to area denial ordanance 
c. Two 
d. Puncture typo laceration of lever right leg 
o.• Compross bandage, pneumatic splint. Both aarvivors treated for shocic. 
• f. 432nd USAF Hospital, Udorn i RTAFB, Thailand 
g. Excallent.condition both) ambulatory. 
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Jolly Croon 62 Crowmodbars llich) 

AC 	aj Korinoth E. .Exilost . 
Capt Douglas C. MCGraw 
,Ce,gt To=io .Bryant 

RS . TS'Yt Cpliz A. L-.7no 
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Sr -c. Paul C. Perry 

LP Sst nichael H. Enos 

. HAROLD 0. 20gES, Captain, USAF 
Lir craft 4;Comaander 


