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SUBJECT: Miselon Harratlve Raport ROS: ARS V-6 Repor®

20: 3 ARRGP (91GC)
:'Jgf'DLTE: 19 Deccuber 1971
[SSTON NUMBER:  B~3-047
TCHT nz:s;c;:.mo‘:- Jolly Groen 55
MISSION OBJEGRIVE: Falook 744 and 743
CATION: 1950H 104-48E 55N SE of Sam Neua
,'s.,& ES:  Two (R) Conbat saves

4 T i the back-up alert crews wore notified that Jolly Green 62 had an
engine shot oill on-an ht tomot 40 pick up Falcon 744 and wes snaking an emergen-—
Cey landlng at 15-32, 10 L'chf-m aicrt was to brief end launch ASAP, Alter .
:_'"abor*uir_; one ‘.i“c:é‘;ﬂ“t»; s Green 55 was airborme at O925L and Joimed uwp -
‘with Jolly Creon 6. Vs p_mnud to air refuvel with King 23 enroute to the :
‘kelding point (UG",O/‘IOB“.I/ Cbm amel 108). Yhen King 23 aborted with an infligdt -
fire In his atr refueling system, Jolly Green 55 and 61 were diverted to LS-98
%o refusl. Mrborne again at 1220L the £light Joined with Sendy 17 and 18 and
held norih of 13-32, Smoke 44, on scono commander, weported there wmay ba'a oo
brogk in ur...: W c“wo.:' and reques ted the Jollys move %o the forward holding™ ;cint.-
Duo to our low altitude, tacon and other &ids to navigatlon wore not availabl

but with basi '1}1{, yeskiks gi“ al dopplor computer and ADF culs off SAR forees in uba
SUTVAVOTS ared wo wWoro able to srrive st a polot 5id{ north of the survivers!
arsa at 1355L. They were down on the Horth V.x.e'anmeue border southcast of Sam
Hous.  The weather was coupletely under cast making terrain masking from ifigs
wifezgaple. Hlgs had forced the withdrawal oi‘ uh.O SAR Forces from the arca
soveral times that doy. Tha enemy also hml rador coveraga of the aroa.  In-
route to tho area iths surviveore had reported hearlng people movirng cround them
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and dogs barking. These two dovelopmonts plus the rapidly deteriorating weather
~created consern uizf the survivers would be killed or captured before zuother
pic"u, attorpt could bo made. A PAVE Nail GV-10 found a szall hole fu the

cust and Sxoka Ll L.f)Cldﬁu to malke a pickup atuempu. On scense comband-» -
sood to Sandy O3 since umaus L4 waa critiezlly low on fuel., Jolly Green
AR Binge was 14207 which may havo influcncsd the deecilsion to oxecute at
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Iraled clm:z: tha hole, Xing 22 zdvised us to put on owr
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Jadte j~52 hod beon dropped noar the survivors, We broke out below
ouds ovor & river with mountains and karst rising on both sides with
ricing intu ths clouds., Irom thia pelat on,; commumicatlions with the
**'i'u oS, om_b ciroraft, and Jolly 55 cvow membors were extremely difficuli
%o the o ;= and use of the zes masks. Sandy 03 led oolly 55 to an arsz
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that £i6 tho v zulipilon of the swrvivors loced ion triefed by Smoke 44. Isck
of fuel had provented Smoke 44 from showing Sandy 03 the survivors positioen.




Ye hit a hover over the spot but it was apparent we were not over ths
survivors., Falcon 744 had pomped a cucke which we could not see, he could
not hesr us and the chutes we were over were lare chittes, not tne survivorst,
caropys. Thewre vas a canister of BLU-52 aboul 10 meters to owr loft so we
“hevored further up the ridge and began asking Falcon 744 for ghort counts
%o try and gev an AL cut om his position. Communications were extreomsly
 gaxbled and broken with l-aluan 744 ané Sendy 03 dus to teérrain shielding.
. ’l’hey coudd not understand m,r ansnioaions due to distortion by the gas
“mesk. Kail 09, holding high ovcr th:r sceno, had wen in the area earlicr
end Told me to steer 180 do oreas Lro my prosent po.a:.tion. Yla entered a
box canyon with clouds obsciur:] 23 tz_e top one third of the sidos, Falcon
- 74A roported he could now hoar tho helicopuar aad trisd %o wvector us to his
position. Tima cfter time we ran into dead end cravasses. The known presence
of ground fire made this type,of manouvering oxtremely hazardous but the wrgeney -
of the situation justified tho risk. Ve found a suall vilmc;e which we lnew
wes noax Falcon 744 but the swrvivor was unable to stcer us bscause of the con—-
fusion caused by nolca of both the holicopter and AfE. Ve wors sHill unable to
goet reliable AUF guis,  So Sandy 03 aemrted uho immodiate area &nd Felcon 74A°
wes & "mn able to siecer us to his pos.a.tion, “Hovering was very diffioult as
corrections and observatlons given by my erew were distcrtod and unintellizable
with the gas masks on, Onco ovor 744, it took 5 minutes jto locate him throuzh
the thiczhk jungl:z canopy. J..hO first pickup was made at 1450L after 30 minutes
of scc:'cning tho erca. At ong point dur;\.‘ug the hover my tail rotor got dangsr-
" ously c¢close o a tree. I vas urieblo %o Understand the PJ on the aft ramp .
+Gll‘.'.“ﬂ' ms not to mbve back. He finally ripped the mask off and used his heL.a"
‘ricrophons to uarnme, He inmwmediately suffered from the effecta of the BIU-52
wWo ' wore _stiz-“-nr" up with our :'o tor wash. 4As wo pulled off 74A's pmition, 74B
came up on radio end dirocted a 1oft turn to his position. By now we were wsll
into our resorve fuel so I asked Sandy 03 to ‘reguest & tenker be ready to air
refucl as soon’ as we picked up Lrave. fHo too was difficuli to locate through
the thick canopy bul was hoistod up at 1510L. Rain and d:.izzlc-w:ara moving in:
and my copilot hed turned on thg windshiold vipers soveral itimes duxring the
pickup so I could sse to hovor. Az wo doparted the area 1»0 noticed Felcon !
74AVs position was comletﬂly obscurred by clouds. The hole we had doscended
throuzh was closed so wo climbed oul IFR. Xing 27 was flying east out of 1S-32
to nrovido alr refueling whon Jolly Creen 55 broke out on top of the clouds. "The
survivors wers recovered to Udorn RTAFB at 1735L. Both in oxcellent conditions
Falecon 744 had a deop laceration in his right leg. °*

2. Two 07-A soriies 2.5 hrs. One O1-B sortie 5.4 hrs.
384 /4

5« 2. Two pararsescusion. '
o .,‘ou deployed due o area denial crdanance
c. Tuwo '
d. DTuncture t'mc laceration of lowor right leg
@+ Compress Omzd&”’&, piowmatic splint. Zota c'1:{.::".::'..*.1&;:'s‘ traated for shock.
f. 432nd USAT Hospital, Udorn, RTAFB, Thailandg

g. Ixcollent condition — botd mbhlatory
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