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iiha Li airtorne 	7 LL YI 	 li 71. - 	 .ou.:; notified by 
that Gunfigh*-4.: 6.4. was ,IC'.+T.er.1 i Mtigia 	0;.e recelved *ford that -:,•".; 

a Spectre aircraft was near •.rat 1cat.ipn. 	ter contactir_g hi.at we learn-  • 
eu that he was ;:.. 1:13 for La.tt.Le -.:ars.a.re and t 	;ail 1 ., was 	ocntiact with 
the survivors. he got Nail 1.; up on 2.82.:1 ar...1 he got tn.. survivors up on j 
that frequency. Nail 13 started getting 1:) .F. cuts on A 	and passed -4..7  

position as 087/76/89 karea de... -..ween passes in high :-..ar;t1:. we request- 	- 
ed RIG CAP border clearance, Iron:land an -.: 	!‘is.1.1 i r ,--_tplaced Nail 13 
as OSC and refined position in thal. 	,ireta and u.leterrai.ed that A and 
B were in good condition. I alerted Li AC.:Z to nave Jollies stand by for pos- 
sidle NUS at 1518Z because of inc relatively goc.,d position aetween the pas- - 
sea in the high karst. At approximately this same time our "package" air-/ 
craft started. checKing in on Inverts discrete frequency. Coacit,and Dol-
Jar flights (MIG CAP), Bison (Ironhand), Tailback Cr....lint). Nail 51 	„ 
placed Nail 61 as c.ISC and continued to refine position of A and. Pi.. He 407 if* t 

 termined that A was in a c.ree facing east in the high karst an A did 
know E ,  s position but they could hear each other on the radio. - Nail. 1813,,'$)_,' 

replaced Nail 51 as OSC and changed position to 075/61/89 then 073/63/894,1 
a posit...so' n west_of the pass, not between passes as previously 

pdtition was W.e72484895. Nail 18 determined that A and had 
and batteries and reconfirmed good concii.tions. 	311*apies,41S, t " 

By this time, Beadahed, had became convinced that :  „A and 
away frok Kugia:'se'Veral miles and wanted to 

*ven,:tiatf.iiiiii)Fie s4.iisagreed that the Poe:4ton wasnt,*ZgnpO* 
to titttr:ebyttilig Beedshetts had Jingle holding agh : . gri  ; 
Owl 63 .,to fast"FAC them into the pass. Headshod presse4 
in the se and Nail 	agreed finally t  that it would 

• -  .="4.4  ,*  =• I mow  t Owl 03 and dwitightei *put in Jingle on D-29 along the -  4 	"Vir  • 
was Observing' from the northwest and reported a Seit Uighut.r' 

at 19111.Z. His position was 3 exiles NW of D-29 (Mugia).  
prolectile as having a red flame. 	 . 

1Cing 27 had arrived in the area to relieve King 4.1 and hade, Teeed., -, ,: , .:. 
partial briefing when wi -got a cargo compartaent overheat at 
descended because of loss of pressurization and briefed Wit ZVOS 

4 	 'f• 
0.000.1=171rarli■lifts 	 ,80.1 	 -:e  

A 	 DovongradZd at ‘dyster 	„ 
Decia.isifiLN •ai Cr 12t.:*e, • . 
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to him 'ey 	asned. Teey nad eernee ecee. _ 	ee!.: 1e./e0 ae net necessary. 

King 27 4as notified to launcn ae17i. aee 	elocked at 1722 dis- 
covered 	v si.o1even leae 	eee.ee. :eeueeed to tee :-AD and dis- 
coveree 	els a 37.7 	 were started and takeoff 
accomplesned at 18fe02. e,! s ,..aeteu eceitorera Lae Sae ae soon as we got 
ratio contact. We errivee cn Leen:: 1i 89 at ...'-)35Z. 	assumea AMC duties 
at 1950.Z Nail 41 :7aEle irte the Area and wae running tries into the 
area whiee Nail 31 menecored the area aroune the survivore. Nail 41 start-
ed IlaviniT. tfuuLle with hie UHF radios and 0.11d. 2eadeeed continued to 
supply the ordnance. The :ronhand, M1G CAP, and ielint aireraft checked in 
with King for instructions. e:e advised them to stay above 250 at the re-.. 
quest of Nail 31 30 they would not interfere with strike:5 in the pass. 	e _ 
Nail 31 was on scene alone ad ee requested a replacement FAG for him. - 
Nail 31 advised that. Nail 25 was coming up to relieve him. I assume coord-
ination was being :completed thru secure radios between Headsned, the Nails' 
and other secure radio equipped aircraft. We were provided the resources'' 
thru Headshed and passed them to the FAC in a smooth manner during the 	eea  
whole SAh. The douele FAG concept works very weIl, we were. obviously 47,77 2 -  
passed on some of the coordination between the strike FAC's requirements - e-
and Headshed. Here again secure UHF radios or secure FM radios were re-: 
quired. - jG 32 and 30 departed 89 at 2040. 32 had maintenance problems ani*,' 
aTti'd to 89. JG 52 took 32 1 s place. The Sandies did not launch until 	 aa:: ,  
later since they don't have night capabilities. JG's reported in the hald. 
ing pattern at 21502, the Sandies at 2240. Nail 31 had aderised that the ';',-aea 
weather was closing in and would be good for about 74 hours, We request0 
second flight of JG he launched (JG 32 and 62). At 23132 Sandy. 02 went4h 
for a look. Nail 25, a night FAC, assumed on . scene from 
Sandiea sighted some chutes but decided they were not .  personnel th4as:19! 
cause the color was all white. Sandy 01 pinpointed the Alpha san*ti14.04A 
to get the Alpha'manto'lower himself off the tree. The 82A_maricom1444.4* 

: lower himself ,so he was given instructions to pop thet4ty.,eneOTP, 
when Sandy 01:gaVethe'initructions..rThe recoyer7lAam.rii.a*X0Okt104AW 
the Bravo man came up frequency. At 23392 Sandy a:Cleared thi60 .444:* 

i"definite position and decided to pick him, Bravo first. The saM040tric,::4' 
'ions Were relayed to him and JO 30 was vectored intoTthe4Zati 
Bravo man was advised to pop his smoke. The smoke'eas sighted'and'4*io. 
man was picked up at approximately 23502. 4G 30 was vectored tothd82A 
man and the A man was advised to pop the day end of his flare.. The Alpha' 
man was located but some difficulity was encountered with  
risers, cutting them free from the survivor. The Alpha man was on hismay,, 
up the hoist at 2355Z. He was on board at 2357Z. The .1calyis.aad,Sandys . 

 itTB'd to 89. KA to 89 was 0025Z. ftefueling was not requiriO'seltilikP.1*, 
the tanker, was released. All forces were released at 17/2400Z exce0t:for'. 
MIG CAP which stayed with us until 00207. and were released at that time.' 
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1.0 .zontact Aeacsned anc 	 str ,:n..:; ::-...ommen.-1 we i,iing) te 
equipped wIth secw'e 1,;i-F and 5ecure FR va:1,0s, 

King ,1 '.%*.e. w. Members 

• 1.a.or Arthur T. i-rovzn,;-.) 
UF; 	 :. Parks 

-,;apt muuerl. J. Hager 
• ,.;,apt Dale M. Cundi_e 
RQ TSgt Larry la. Alford 

6Sgt Raymond M. Siegler 
FE SSgt hobert b. Underwood, Jr. 
LM SSgt Charles S. Alexander 

Skm Forces Used 

AMC Capt. i,avid J. Prest,:.:n 
F. May 

1.t Frank 4. 1- soug 
33gt 43sco Williamz 
TSgt .uark, Lester L. 
TSgt Harry A. Fielder 

LM SSgt Rex D. Stephens 

Sar Forces Not Used 

Jolly Green 30, 52 	, 	 King 21, 23 
Sandy 01, 02, 03, 04 JO 32, 62 
Nail 13, 16, 18, 31, 25, 07, 49, 51 Moonteam 
Invert 
Headshed 

tetz40e&S 
THUR T. FLUNCIO, Major, USAF 

Aircraft Commatmler/Airborne Mission Commander 
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Pacific Stars and Stripes 

Monday Dec. 20, 1971 

S&S Vietnam Bureau 	 6-1.4V F-16-14 

SAIGON. A U.S. Air Force pilot dangled from a 70-foot-high tree in Laos for nine 
hours after he and his copilot parachuted from an F4 Phantom hit by a surface-to-
air missile late Friday night, 7th Air Force spokesmen said Saturday. 

Low cloud cover prevented rescue aircraft from reaching the men until Saturday 
morning when helicopter crewmen followed a fading radio signal to the copilot and 
plucked the pilot out of the tree a mile away, spokesmen said. 

North Vietnamese soldiers fired another SAM at the rescue aircraft and rescuers 
reported small arms fire in the area, but there was 
no damage to the aircraft, spokesmen said. 

The pilot, Lt. Col. Arthur S. Blissett, and copilot, 
1st Lt. Michael H. Murray, were reported in excellent 
condition Saturday afternoon. 

The men landed in heavily forested hills five miles 
west of the North Vietnamese-Laotian border after 
parachuting from the stricken F-4, spokesmen said. 

They were escorting an Air Force RF-4 reconnaissance 
plane near North Vietnam,s Mu Gia pass when the 
Soviet-made SAM ripped into the fighter-bomber, 
according to spokesmen. 

I thought 1,d be 
left there 
because my radio 
was getting 
weak" 

Blissett,s parachute lines tangled in a tree, leaving him 
suspended 70 feet off the ground, and Murray landed on the 
ground a mile away, spokesmen said. An HH-53 Super Jolly 
Green Giant helicopter crew from Thailand picked up 
Murray,s faint radio signal and pinpointed his position 
about 8 a.m. Saturday. 

	 0"I thought I,d be left there because my radio was getting 
weak," Murray said after being picked up. 

Minutes later the chopper hovered above Blissett and lowered a crewman who helped 
hoist the pilot into the helicopter. "I believe we lifted half that tree up with 
us," Blissett said. 

The F-4 Phantom was the second U.S. warplane downed by a SAM over Laos in a week, 
spokesmen said. 

An Air Force F-105 fighter bomber was hit by a SAM over Laos Dec. 10, and 
rescuers recovered only one of the two crewmen. 
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The two fighter-bombers are the only U.S. planes that have been shot down by SAMs 
over Laos, according to 7th Air Force spokesmen. 

Blissett and Murray are members of the 366th Tactical Fighter Wing in DaNang. 

Seventh Air Force News 

(undated) 

40th ARRS Picks up pair of downed pilots 

TAN SON NHUT Two Air Force aircrew members were returned from the jungles of Laos 
recently by American rescue forces after their aircraft was hit by a surface to 
air missile (SAM). 

They were flying a F-4 Phantom from the 366th Tactical Fighter Wing,DaNang Afld., 
on a reconnaissance escort mission over North Vietnam Dec.17, when struck by the 
missile. They went down about five miles west of Mu Gia Pass in Laos. 

The pilot, Lt. Col. Arthur S. Blissett, and the back seater, 1st Lt. Michael H. 
Murray, successfully ejected from the stricken aircraft and landed in dense 
mountainous jungle terrain. Voice contact was established almost immediately with 
the downed aircrew by forward air controllers operating in the area and an HC-130 
Kingbird maintained the contact throughout the night. The rescue force planned to 
launch for the pick-up at first light. 

Colonel Blissett and Lieutenant Murray both reported that they were uninjured. 

To insure their safety during the night., U.S. fighter aircraft conducted bombing 
and strafing strikes on the area surrounding the men who had landed about 3,500 
feet apart. Colonel Blissett landed in the tree tops and spent the night there 
rather than risk a drop of some 70 feet to the ground. 

In the morning an A-1 Sandy aircraft spotted both 
parachutes and directed an HH-53 Super Jolly Green 
Giant helicopter to the area. After spotting Colonel 
Blissett safely tied to his tree top, the Super Jolly 
of the 40th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron 
went to look for Lieutenant Murray. 

Radio contact with the lieutenant indicated that the 
chopper was right above him but they could not see 
him. Asked, "Where have you been" by one of the Jolly 
Green crew, Lieutenant Murray replied, "I,ve been 
right here all night." He was then lifted to safety. 
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right here all night." He was then lifted to safety. 

think we 	Getting Colonel Blissett from atop the jungle canopy proved 
to be a bit more difficult. A pararescueman was lowered on 

brought half that the jungle penetrator and assisted him in cutting parachute 
lines that he had used in typing himself to the tree. After tree up with us" 	 hacking through the lines and the heavy foliage to which the 

colonel had attached himself, the pair was hoisted from their tree top perch. 

"I think we brought half that tree up with us" was Colonel Blissett,s remark 
following the successful rescue. 

Members of the crew of the  HH-53  making the rescue were:  Maj.  Clyde E. Bennett, 
aircraft commander; Maj Donald L. Roston, pilot; AlC William  T. Lyles, flight 
engineer; and pararescuemen  MSgt Daniel L. Schmidt, SSgt William  E. Brown  and Sgt 
Dennis E. Williamson. 

******************************************** ***** 
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JULLI f) 

Clyde Bennett's Recollection of the Gunfighter 82 SAR 

As I recall, we were alerted sometime after midnight. The Fast FACs and King had been 
talking to 82 Alpha and Bravo, but then Bravo went off the air. 

The Sandys and Jollys launched at first light for the pickup attempt. We started in to get 
Alpha and when we were just about there, Bravo came up [on the radio] again. We backed 
off while Sandy low pinpointed Bravo, and since we knew where Blissett [Alpha] was and 
Bravo was on more danger, the decision was made to get Bravo first. He got [his] smoke 
popped and we got him and then proceeded up the hill to get Alpha. His tree [personnel] 
lowering device would not work so we decided to hook a metal snap ring [caribeener] into 
his harness so when he cut loose from his chute, we [would] have him secured. After [the 
PJ, SSgt] Brown got to him, some of the tree blew down and kind of entangled them in the 
shroud lines. 

If you look at photo #3, it appears that Brown's right knee and left leg are higher that his 
head. As I recall he said that he was afraid that the lines across his legs might do some 
damage and I think he said he had his knife out and all he had to do was touch the lines 
and they would snap. 

We finally got Alpha and the PJ on board and we got out of there, and RTBed to NKP. 

Blissett in trees as we come over him. P,l's helmet in lower right corner on the way 

http://209.39.156.3/skyraider/skyasstilsartapes/gf82/benrec.htm 	 1/25/99 
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down. 

13.1, SSgt. William Brown on the way down to Gunfighter 82A 

topy*  

Brown entangled in shroud lines. Off to the left of his helmet (toward chute) you can 
make out his right knee bent and sticking up through the lines. His right leg and foot 
are further out to left. Back of Blissett's neck (shaped like 1/4 moon) can be seen just 

to the right of Brown's helmet. 
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Sandy 01, Roger Youngblood sips the fruits of his labors following the Gunfighter 82 
SAR 

(L to R) Rick Atcheson, Roger Youngblood, Glenn Priebe, and Rocky Smith 
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This poster along with a case of champagne (Corbel?) was left at Ops for the Jolly 
Greens 
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lir 

A joyous throng greets Art Blissett after his rescue from Mu Gia Pass 
(Blissett has his head down and his hand on Clyde Bennett's shoulder) 

(The guy with the blue Hobo cap on just to the left of the hoist hook is 11,t Byron 
Hukee) 

Back to Gunfighter 82  Pkw 
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The crews of the "Jolly 30" and the "Gunfighter 82" celebrate after the rescue in 1971. 
From left: Staff Sgt William Brown. Jr., StaffSgt William Lyles, the pilot Lt Col Clyde 
Bennett, Lt Col Arthur Blissett, Lt Michael Murray, Sgt Dennis Williamson, and co-pilot 
Maj Don Roston 
Photo courtesy of William Browit-11: 

The Rescue of Gunfighter 82 

William E. Brown, Jr. 

Abstract 

When an aircraft went down in Southeast Asia, massive resources were mobilized to 
recover the aircrew. Often, it was a race between United States forces and the enemy 
to see who could get there first. Predictably, the US determination to rescue aircrew 
led to a target-rich environment for the enemy, with ambushes and antiaircraft traps. 
In the end, US efforts often depended upon a lone junior enlisted pararescueman 
going down a hoist to make someone else's problem his own. 

would he the first in, or "Blue- 
bird," for any air rescue at- 
tempts made over the Ho Chi 
Minh Trail, Laos or the west- 
ern side of North Vietnam. 
The next day would be De- 
cember19, 1971, and all was 
calm when our rescue crew 
went to bed at Nakhon 
Phnom Air Base, Thailand. 

We were awakened 
about midnight and told to 
report to Intelligence for a 
briefing. An American air- 
crew had been shot down, 
and we were to serve as low 
bird on the rescue mission. I 

The 40th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Ser-
vice (ARRS), the squadron of Sikorsky HH-53 

"Super Jolly Greens" in which I served as a 
pararescuernan, was on alert 24 hours a day throughout 
the year. We had just completed a 36 hour stint as "high 
bird," knowing that if a mission were now called, we 

immediately remembered that as we changed from high 
bird to low bird, I changed positions from No. I P,1 
(pararescueman) to No. 2 PJ. That meant if one of 
the Ps Were needed on the ground to make a rescue, 
provide medical care or support a pilot. I would not be 
the one to,go. 
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MAJ Robert Hutchinson Lutz, MC, FS, USA 
Group Surgeon, 3d Special Forces Group 

(Airborne) 
Fort Bragg, NC 28310 

MAJ Lutz is currently assigned as the Group Surgeon, 3d 
Special Forces Group (Airborne) at Fort Bragg, NC. Prior 
to that he was staff emergency physician at Womack Army 
Medical Center and a physician augmentee for Joint 
Special Operations Command. MAJ Lutz is board certified 
in emergency medicine and is a 1993 graduate of the 
Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences. 

MA.I Darrell Carlton, MC, FS, DMO, USA 
Battalion Surgeon, 2nd Battalion, 3d Special Forces 

Group (Airborne) 
Fort Bragg, NC 28310 

MAJ Carlton is currently assigned as the 2"d Battalion 
Surgeon, 3"' Special Forces Group at Fort Bragg, NC. MAJ 
Carlton is a family medicine trained physician and a 1998 
graduate of the Uniformed Services University, of the 
Health Sciences. 

CPT Shawn Frank Taylor, MC, FS, USA 
Battalion Surgeon, 1s Battalion, 7 5  Special Forces 

Group (Airborne) 
Fort Bragg, NC 28310 

CPT Taylor is currently the Battalion Surgeon for the 1st 
Battalion, 7th  Special Forces Group (Airborne). He is a 1998 
graduate of the Uniformed Services University of the 
Health Sciences. His prior service includes time as a 
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En route to the crash site, two ofJolly 30's crewman are positioned next 

to one of the chopper's three.7.62mm miniguns, which could The up to 
4,000 rounds per minute. 

Photo courtesy al William Brown. .h: 

We jumped out of bed, put on our clothes, and 
waited only seconds for the truck that took us to Intel-
ligence for briefing. After passing the security checks, 
we entered the intelligence center at Nakhon Phanom 
Air Base, Thailand, where much of the intelligence gath-
ered along the Ho Chi Minh Trail was processed. 
Charts and maps were on every wall. In the front was 
an Air Force officer, and behind him were some famil-
iar maps of Laos. When we looked at them we real-
ized that this mission was not going to be easy. The 
maps were covered with up to 100 green and red dots, 
with intersecting circles around each. The dots repre-
sented anti-aircraft guns and SAM sites. The intelli-
gence officer told us we were to attempt the rescue of 
two F-4 Phantom pilots shot down by SAMs while 
bombing the Mu Gia Pass. The attempt would be at 
first light, and we would be approaching the area under 
cover of darkness. The pass, about four miles long, 
was a well-known target for U.S. fighter-bombers. It 
was a place where the trail became congested as it 
passed through the narrow valley with 1,500- 
foot cliffs on each side. These cliffs were 
pockmarked with caves that housed NVA ra-
dar-guided anti-aircraft guns. Mu Gia Pass was 
a test for the best of our pilots. 

Intelligence did not know the exact 
location of the down pilots. The men had 
stablished radio contact with an OV-10 FAC 
tat was circling over the area offering moral 
support and a link to safety. Intelligence also 
sid the area contained enemy troop concen-
trations, multiple SAM sites and anti-aircraft 
guns. It was the same area where on 
Deember 1969, Boxer 22 had been rescued. 
Over ti three-day period, It) helicopters and nearly 
40 pararescuemen attempted to recover the 
crew of that F-4C. 

At the flight line it was business as 
usal — a little joking to relieve stress and a 
long preflight check to ensure all systems were 
functioning properly. We were glad to be fly- 
ing with our aircraft commander, Lt Col Clyde Bennett, 
and co-pilot Major Don Roston. We knew if the going 
got rough, these two pilots would not back down in the 
face of enemy fire. The flight engineer, William Lyles 
also had flown many alert missions. My fellow 
pararescueman, Dennis "Denny" Williamson, was my 
buddy from scuba school and someone I knew I could 
count on. 

Before takeoff', I asked Denny if he wanted to 
change positions, from No. 1 Pi to No. 2. He agreed, so 

I prepared my gear to ride the hoist down into enemy 
territory. A CAR-15 with 200 rounds of ammo, two ra-
dios with six backup batteries, one quart of water in 
flasks, trauma bandages* pen flares, maps and a Randal 
knife made up the gear I would carry if I had to ride the 
hoist into the jungle. I made sure everything was in 
working order, and rechecked the knots on a I 0-ft sec-
tion of rope on which I had secured a snap link at each 
end. One end would be hooked into the hoist support 
with the other left free to snap onto a pilot's parachute 
harness should a quick retrieval become necessary. 

After preflight checks, we took off straight for 
Mu (ha Pass, about an 80-minute flight. We were sup-
ported by more than 30 aircraft to assure a successful 
recovery. F-4s flying MiG combat air patrol would be 
circling the area to prevent a loss of any rescue .unit, as 
had happened in January 1970 when a Jolly Green was 
shot down. We would have Republic F-1 05C1 "Wild Wea-
sels" to take care of the SAM sites. The ever-reliable 
Douglas A-1E "Sandy" aircraft loaded with anti-per- 

sonnel bombs and other weapons would be on the scene 
as well, locating, circling, and protecting the survivors. 
The OV-10 also would continue to circle the area, talk-
ing with the survivors and rescue forces. C-130" King" 
birds would be present to maintain contact with MACV 
headquarters and refuel the Jolly Green's gas tanks. 

While enroute, we loaded our miniguns. Each 
Jolly had three 7.62-millimeter miniguns capable of fir-
ing 2000 or 4000 rounds per minute. The best option for 
defense was the rear mounted atm, located on the ramp 
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of the helicopter. From there, a PJ in a gun tub could 
burst fire the minigun and serve as a stinger at the end 
of the helicopter. During the rescue atternpt, however, 
we had to swing the minigun — designed to fire out the 
rescue door — away from its position, so we would not 
be able to use it for a time Loading the guns in the dark 
was a skill acquired by every P.1, since most approaches 
to missions were before dawn. 

Once clearance was given, we fired the guns 
into the blackness. Jolly 36, which was serving as our 
high bird, left a trail of red dots falling thousands of feet 
into the jungle below. We began a three-mile circle in a 
"safe" area over Laos, where no anti-aircraft guns or 
SAMs had been reported. The helicopters were to re-
main in this pattern, circling at 10,000 feet, until the sur-
vivors were located and the Sandy pilots determined it 
was safe to approach the rescue site. 

We knew the jungle canopy must have been 
thick, because even though we could hear the "Bravo" 
(back seat) survivor on the radio, no one could get a 
visual fix on his position. The "Alpha-  (front seat) sur-
vivor was easily located, hanging high in a tree, unable 
to get out of his parachute harness and climb down. We 
knew his rescue would be tricky. There was signal 
smoke from Bravo, but it was difficult to see, since it 
dissipated as it drifted upward. Both survivors had 
passed the identifier test used by the Air Force, an-
swering their personal questions correctly. The rescue 
attempt was about ready to start. The final touch came 
when a Sandy flew over the area at low speed and did 
not receive any ground fire. It seemed the troop con-
centration intelligence had warned about were a few 
miles away, with thick jungle and mountainous terrain 
between the pilots and the enemy camp. However, the 
ARRS crews had been caught before in traps laid by 
the enemy, and this rescue would be accomplished like 
all others — with full combat support. 

We circled as the sun rose high in the pass and 
mountains. It was a lovely site — thick green trees and 
mountains that would be excellent for sport climbing. 
From the air it looked peaceful, even though we knew 
the area was controlled by NVA regulars. Monitoring 
the radios, we heard the lead Sandy signal that it was 
time for the rescue. Run-ins began with a fast helicop-
ter dive to treetop level. The drop is similar to the long-
est roller coaster ride in the world, with a G-force end-
ing that requires you to plant your feet in order to re-
main standing during the transition from vertical to hori-
zontal flight We flew at 200 mile per hour at treetop 
level with the doors on the helicopter open, the wind 
whipping through the aircraft so loud that you could not  

hear yourself yell. The radio blasted instructions to the 
pilot about distance to the survivors — eight miles, six 
miles, four miles, closer and closer. We had to jump 
high trees, causing every crewmember to leave his seat 
and bless the inventor of the safety tie-down strap. 

Anxiety ran high. We were remembering our 
training, remembering commands, watching other 
crewmembers, anticipating the Jolly slowing to a hover, 
when the danger would increase tenfold. This would be 
the pinnacle of a year's worth of training, the reason 
we served in the Air Force, the opportunity to bring 
home an American pilot, to snatch him from the hands 
of the enemy. Would we be in the fight of our lives, 
with small arms rounds popping through the thin skin of 
the helicopter? Would we make it back alive? 

The Sandy lead told Colonel Bennett that 
straight-ahead, three-quarters of a mile, in a clump of 
higher trees at the one o'clock position, was the Bravo 
survivor. The Jolly began to slow and flare out toward a 
hover. As the trees came into focus, we saw that the 
canopy was thick. The Sandys began circling the Jolly, 
weaving around, attempting to draw small arms fire. 
Jolly 30 was in a hover by then. The Bravo survivor 
said over the radio he could hear the helicopter but could 
not see it. We hovered around the general area until he 
could see the helicopter over his head. 

We lowered the jungle penetrator seat at 100 
feet per minute. It took more than two minutes to reach 
the ground. Bravo radioed that he could not see it — 
the canopy and vines were too thick. Colonel Bennett 
told Sergeant Lyles to bring up the hoist and to send 
down a PJ to attempt the rescue. My time had come. 

As we waited for the hoist to return to the chop-
per. I rechecked everything. Finally, it was back up. I 
quickly strapped myself in and began the descent. Af-
ter exiting the helicopter I saw how exposed we were. 
Sergeant Lyles lowered me onto the jungle. I banged 
through the trees, pushing the jungle away from me. 
My weight brought me down fast, and I crashed into 
the jungle floor, stood up, and caught sight of Lieuten-
ant Murray, the Bravo survivor. I had come down 
through the trees less than 30 yards away, but he still 
had not seen me. I jumped up and down, waving my 
arms but he continued to look only up at the helicopter. 
Leaving the security of the hoist, I ran toward him. Fi-
nally, when I got within ten feet, he saw me. His face 
was full of fright, but he realized I was not the enemy. I 
signaled for him to follow me. We could not speak to 
each other because my helmet was on and I was 
monitoring the radio. 
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Ascending to the helicopter, we broke through 
the tree-line and were exposed again. We were not 
fired on, and the Sandys continued to circle the Jolly at 
close range. If there were any enemy on the ground, 
they would surely know where we were because of 
the noise. Sergeant Lyles pulled us into the helicopter. 
Lieutenant Murray took a seat on one of the bunks while 
we switched our attention to the Alpha survivor. 

The Alpha survivor remained suspended in a 
tree, not far from where we had recovered his rear-
seater. When Jolly 30 hovered over in his direction, 
Sergeant Lyles and I peered into the trees and saw the 
pilot. He was 150 feet below the Jolly, with shroud lines 
and chute silk enveloping him, the tree and other nearby 
trees. I attached my snap link rope to the penetrator, 
thinking it would be difficult to get the pilot into the hoist 
in midair. 

I could not talk to Lyles because my radio was 
set on the rescue frequency and Lyles was on the inter-
com of Jolly 30. He gave me the hand signal to prepare 
to be lowered, and I gave him the thumbs up. Within 
seconds I was next to Lieutenant Colonel Arthur Blissett, 
the pilot. He tried to reach for me and the penetrator, 
but failed. Lyles instructed the helicopter pilot to adjust 
position, and I swung from side to side. Grabbing the 
parachute lines, I pulled my weight toward the pilot. 
When I was near enough, I quickly snap-linked to his 
parachute harness. 

Lyles moved the hoist in an attempt to get closer 
to the pilot. Now that I was hooked onto him, 1 turned 
upside down, hanging by the hoist and wrapped in shroud 
lines, I radioed the crew that I had the survivor on the 
hoist, which was a signal to begin lifting us upward — 
but the parachute lines were tangled in my gear, around 
the hoist, the pilot and me, keeping us from being pulled 
up. They sprang apart like guitar strings. I grabbed 
my knife strapped to my calf and began to cut the taut 
parachute lines. 

I could not see Blissett; he was below me at-
tached to the hoist by my homemade device. I hoped 
my knots would hold and he would not fall to his death. 
We were in a hover over the survivor for three or four 
minutes during that work, but still there was no ground 
fire. Sergeant Lyles drew us up and brought first mc. 
and then Blissett into the Jolly. 

We informed Colonel Bennett that both survi-
vors were safely on board, as Jolly 30 began the dan-
gerous exit from the scene. We followed the course 
behind the three Sandys, that flew very slowly to at-
tract any ground fire before the Jolly passed over. Af-
ter that, we picked up speed. manned the miniguns 
and listen to the F-4s draw anti-aircraft fire and atten- 

tion away from the rescue forces. We stayed on the tree-
tops out of the immediate rescue area, following the 
course plotted by Intelligence, gaining speed until the 
Sandy lead told us to go to altitude. 

In the Jolly we began to relax. With each minute 
we were farther from the Mu Ciia Pass, farther from 
immediate danger and the enemy. Lieutenant Murray 
had an ejection injury, and was treated by Sergeant 
Williamson en route. As Colonel Blissett rested on a 
cot, we could hear the crew's voices, excited and joyful 
at the accomplishment. "Shit hot!" was called out more 
than once over the radio by Sandy, King, and Phantom 
pilots. The joy passed along the airwaves throughout 
Laos. There would be celebrating that night in the res-
cue threes. As we approached Thailand, we unloaded 
the rniniguns and prepared for a flyby of the flight line. 
Already some 150 fellow rescue men, pilots, mechan-
ics, avionics technicians, medics and other support spe-
cialists were there to celebrate the rescue. We landed 
and taxied to our spot on the tarmac, shutting down the 
engines. Colonel Blissett, then Lieutenant Murray, ex-
ited and got sprayed with champagne. Next came the 
rescue aircraft commander, Clyde Bennett, splashed 
with buckets of water like the coach of the Super Bowl 
scene. Bennett had held Jolly 30 in a hover over enemy 
territory for nearly 10 minutes in lull exposure to any 
enemy on the ridge. 

As the remainder of the crew emerged, we 
gathered in front of the Jolly 30 for a picture, hand-
shakes and embraces. The survivors were then taken 
by ambulance to the hospital. The ground crew parked 
the Jolly, and the maintenance men immediately began 
running their checks. 

I never had an opportunity to talk with the res-
cued pilots until years later. After being discharged from 
the Air Force, I received the Distinguish Flying Cross 
for my efforts in the rescue of Gunfighter 82. My flu-
ffier, a member and later commander of the Ohio de-
partment ofAMVETS, contacted the Air Force in 1975 
and asked them to locate Colonel Blissett. During a 
surprise ceremony at the Ohio_AM VETS convention in 
Columbus, Ohio, Colonel Blissett thanked me and pre-
sented me with the Distinguished Flying Cross in front 
of my family and friends. Gunfighter 82 finally was a 
mission complete. 
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The author, Bill Brown, RN, MS, CEN, NREMT-P is 
now the Executive Director of the National Registry of EMTs. 
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leaving the service he graduated from Youngstown State 
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This photo shows an HC-130 in the background and an HH-53 in 
the foreground readying for a rescue mission 

The OV-10A Bronco is a twin-turboprop short takeoff 
and landing aircraft 

LosififitiairriaLim 	conceived by the 
Marine Corps and 

111111111M'Ill 	 The first produc- 
tion OV-10A was 

ordered in 1966 and its initial flight took place 
in August 1967. 

The Bronco's mission capabilities include ob-
servation, forward air control, helicopter escort, armed  

reconnaissance, gunfire spotting, utility and limited 
ground attack. However, the USAF acquired the 
Bronco primarily as a forward air control (FAC) air-
craft. Adding to its versatility is a rear fuselage com-
partment with a capacity of 3,200 pounds of cargo, 
five combat-equipped troops, or two litter patients and 
a medical attendant. 
The first USAF OV-10As destined for combat arrived 
in Vietnam on July 31, 1968. A total of 157 OV-10As 
were delivered to the USAF before production ended 
in April 1969. 
First flown in May 1958, the Phantom II originally was 
developed for U.S. Navy fleet defense and entered 
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service in 1961. The USAF evaluated it for close air 
support, interdiction, and counter-air operations and, 
in 1962, approved a USAF version. The USA F's Phan-
tom II, designated F4C, made its first flight on May 
27, 1963. Production deliveries began in November 
1963. In its air-to-ground role the F-4 could carry twice 
the normal bomb load of a WW 11 B-17. USAF F-4s 
also flew reconnaissance and "Wild Weasel" anti-air-
craft missile suppression missions. 

The HH-53 Super Jolly Green Giant was the 
backbone of air rescue operations for downed pilots. It 

was capable of air refueling from a tanker-modified 
C-130 to extend its mission time. It was large and heavy 
enough that it usually taxied to a runway (given that 
one was available) and did a rolling takeoff more remi-
niscent of a fixed wing aircraft than a helicopter. 
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developed under an 
Air Force, Navy, 
and Marine Corps 
tri-service program. 
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Below are excerpts from articles out of the Pacific! 
Stars and Stripes and Seventh Air Force News. 

40th ARRS Picks up pair 
of downed pilots 

Two Air Force aircrew members were returned 
from the jungles of Laos recently by American rescue 
forces after their aircraft was hit by a surface to air 
missile (SAM). 

They were flying a F-4 Phantom from the 366th 
Tactical Fighter Wing, DaNang Airfield., on a recon-
naissance escort mission over North Vietnam Dec. 17, 
when struck by the missile. They went down about five 
miles west of Mu Gia Pass in Laos. 

The pilot, Lt. Col. Arthur S. Blissett, and the 
back seater, 1st Lt.. Michael H. Murray, successfully 
ejected from the stricken aircraft and landed in dense 
mountainous jungle terrain. Voice contact was estab-
lished almost immediately with the downed aircrew by 
forward air controllers operating in the area and an HC-
130 Kingbird maintained the contact throughout the 
night. The rescue force planned to launch for the pick-
up at first light. 

Colonel Blissett and Lieutenant Murray both 
reported that they were uninjured. 

To insure their safety during the night, U.S. 
fighter aircraft conducted bombing and strafing strikes 
on the area surrounding the men who had landed about 
3,500 feet apart. Colonel Blissett landed in the tree tops 
and spent the night there rather than risk a drop of some 
70 feet to the ground. 

In the morning an A-1 Sandy aircraft spotted 
both parachutes and directed an HH-53 Super Jolly 
Green Giant helicopter to the area. After spotting Colo-
nel Blissett safely tied to his tree top, 70-feet off the 
ground, the Super Jolly of the 40th Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Squadron went to look for Lieutenant 
Murray. 

Radio contact with the lieutenant indicated that 
the chopper was right above him but they could not see 
him. He was lifted to safety. 

Getting Colonel Blissett from atop the jungle 
canopy proved to be a bit more difficult. A 
pararescueman was lowered on the jungle penetrator 
and assisted him in cutting parachute lines that he had 
used in tying himself to the tree. After hacking through 
the lines and the heavy foliage to which the colonel had 
attached himself, the pair was hoisted from their tree 
top perch. 

"1 think we brought half that tree up with us" 
was Colonel Blissett's remark following the successful 
rescue. 

Members of the crew of the 1:11-1-53 making 
the rescue were: Maj. Clyde E. Bennett, aircraft com-
mander; Maj Donald L. Roston, pilot; AlC William T. 
Lyles, flight engineer; and parareseuemen MSgt Daniel 
L. Schmidt, SSgt William E. Brown and Sgt Dennis E. 
Williamson. 

*********************************** 

Lt Murray receives medical treatment aboard the HH-53 

Super jolly Green Giant following his rescue from the Lao-

tian jungle. 
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