
:ie gave ..is f.ve.her refire.. eeete:inates ane, .eja -e..a.....,...e c......manicatiena with tne f '''' • 

auevivere evesey '30 miaatea. a,. ......ape eLue -..nii; reeayed .4r, Killer flight 	a 

overhead wLah ai,J 52 wee ..a ail. are! eapend his ordnance ataL21 and 030. 1 	. , 

immedietely ,skad Nail 1F., arel Nail 13 if they ceula use the ail 52 near the 	e 

survivors -.-.d aail 31 e,! -•.•.) 1"...:::.... 	_: 3 t. ....erived) aanaered afftratative and eegan : e 
working up a set of coordinates for tne. drop 1...7 Loraa eqiiipadn4d.11er flight, .:‘,.;, •:-., , 

e diverted Killer eaca Lo the 'sae. scene and Nall il put ,him in at 0058G..  
Nail 18 nee just started ea aTb weer a oandit call of Squieplaced KIGS . a--,.'..„..„.444 

nearing 11-.,, ....,',,, area. i clearea ...Tail 31. to head west out of the area it .fure* -..-', 

ther uandia calle ey '...etel ,o...a%ced a leicz on one of tne Nails tail (..Nail 18 or 
ti  31, . Sine.-.a..-,e.r, Nails weri heading west we decra•.-id that the "bandit" was  

Nail 31 or ...3! e tail so we eles.red .31 Lack it,to the area to resume the comm .1...7en• ...,eae) 
aap and fu. - taer pinpoint tae su.rvivors pesitien with his functioning Loran --- 4...,7'... - ' 

equipment 

 
arc D.F cuts on A anu e. The previok.s ai..1; 52 drop was a Lorarr- . drop': 

a,)proximately 3 klic ks ..4 es t of -..1, e eurviv et: a and A remarked t O.  31 . tha t , he .. ' - ' .,..'-. ...1: ,. '•!; ?. 

 knew they had used the staff. At no time did A or B state that- the-jingle  

.bad landed near them as later events were to prave. 

Nail 18, as he e.TB , d reported a useper and weak voice approximately -  11...Lai1ea.;•,- .... , 

on a 250 cearing from 74A and is ,  s position. He could not estaelish comancel.a;'' , ,,. 
cation Out weak Di' cuts placed the beeper in that position. He waS• low' on. , • . ...:4. 

 fuel so he continued on to aT.L. CI: 89. ite re(luested that additional tACS.  
they came out, to corn seareh that area ...thick we believed right be Falcon 64' 

who had gone down earlier in the day. . '.
. . 

 
,  

. 	'-,,•e..-eigeZ...'1,a 

3.1. determined that A was r. a gentle slope, under a 50 foot canopy 
with clearings at approximately a 3000 foot elevation. He had heard , or Seen 

no enemy activity. Nail 31 placed is approximately 2 miles Sc oA 4k:sii,posit-.7 ":. 

ion on a 30 to 40 degree slope under a canopy with elearings also. 
no enemy activity. Nail 31 also eeterrained that nel4her A or fa's Lk. strotoes.''4,14 
were functioning and thus could not get their exact position with his laa 
scope. ?leather at 024CC: was still permissiule fer pickup at first: 1„J.,glatjee-
Also it 0240G, Nail 16 was inooand to the area and picked up 
weak voice near the a e area west where we telieved Falcon. (ia 
He also wao unableetaneestablish voice contact but remained i.n thearsi vtareiv#:=f0., 

 while to get TN:,  outs :on the beeper. Nail 31 was approachinginr 	 se•aeea 
*iesi c  

we had Nail 16 preceed on to the 7/4A and b scene to take saver frookkaii,;b1.:: -.?4*--..1 

He arrived at tile San SC 8L1 e at 0245Z 'and aSsamed 0:SG. 
ported a beeper at the same area 11 miles west of the Sky. scOne aa*• -•hes. Irarczta"'-r--  

area gave its position as 050/24 of Beta 21- ae requested mareN3.Li  

to ccane out and check out the area for the eeconuary SA.a. for Yalcon.'4 .44,-,::iPttr-'..- .e 
ing this time, many of the N.ACIed cc)ords given ey t'ne Nails at toth sdbeaet 
were erroneous an.: hao. to ee re-Kate' ed. eieather at the secondary Skre scene 	•• 

ass 5.000 feet thie. )vercast. Just as we were beginning to aelieve that, 'we 

had Falcon 66, 1 3 ,vne ra 1 position acid were involved in the secondary Ska, 
aeiefed us on the details for the first li.gnt. ..;Gls 62 and ,7 were to launch 

a t Oa 500 escarted 	Sandies 3 and 14 bandies a and Z were to launch later 

An:i c)roceed direct ,  to F74's poei'..ion to as...rive ia time to assume OSC prior tc 
the Jats a_ rival. backup k;ollies 2 and 62 Neve ,o launch with Sandies 9 $ 

10 i.t aparoa,i2.atela 	!etc: :ar.a.elec to a beldieg west of 	position dur- 

ing the first light picaup attempt ay Jollies 04 :lad )7. v..ing 41 was requestea 
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• plan In :.t:=3. -721: 	 -..; 	L' •3 r.. 	i 	.:Ankj. )7 between, the 

	

, 	 - 

jag 	; 	 :_rst pickup attempt. 4fe1t 
.::•,id 	 74t s Posit- 

ion and 	WOrk 	cj i.w 	 zanxer refueled 
62 and 	as tY

• 

t. irc west a:A arotnd to the' . 
north of t 	to rc t 	Ai. 	.4e. tad hoped. to Lave emoegn tLe 
Lefore1a, 	to 10Catr; 	

• 	

'he pickup avtempta 
. Falcon 74 	 In 	 we had additional Nall a pro- 

ceedi.zig 	seccInoary 	p....on an c, 	 kaG 	4..ircraft o-teread 
putting ,-,11.r 	on guard Ls;F5u. 	 APj aIzo reported a • 

(Ilea.* the p!)...,i's.ions given 	...Jails for F60). 

the -; 4-on1d tr:Y-  to r7-et 	-•_ar_xer up. top..•-22-pform the Ali. bat, 
d.icintt 'mow "e.-tether tr,r; 	id ai7e n tint - 	Lhe At%zr. schedulew...,  
043X, 	25 had .,rrived oa scene in addition toaU 16. They reported 
A was at 4000 feet 3levation or. a gnti' 1opdr.,: that A and t rad heard ro 
"movers" and *T..,  n 	roL1 	fr the Jai...•ies t 	the pi.c1c4p., They'ala'6 

had res.,-.,art 3d pv u1ç tnat 	@a...A ?a:Icon 75 	he cs.ther missing a:ircr:aft.).: 
haa tried to go "'feet wet" to the Gulf pf Tonkin ntg: they "last'pad contect.r 

, 	r 
At 0.443 another tahait ca_1 put, 	303/102 off .)f squid and we recant:1.cm- 

eaLG 	wa3 	 k 	.ere workinc another 	- 
uenc7 with G,;1). At 0524G 	J.red corttact. witn JGts 57 ad o2 andi. 
JW2.K confirmed that tan'..r.er 	7 	aas sriwa,/ 	would it arrive in.time 
• refuel as sonedtled. oe 	 depart trtlt to 
GP. 108. 	0539, 	 32 and 6„;, 4ere,  a.t;ove r 	Iin to the.

• 	

area. ;Sal-Id:4 .1 was to Leco.. 	i 	uJaL . Sandy 	a..nd 
to escort JG $2 and b3 r„b 	 _rg point L.J 	 62. 
attemptedtai,‘,1a4cua. 

, 
At 05L10, 	 : 	 5'?„ At.. 0549G ., we comple.-:, 

	

' 	3:zzo ty-chtt 
rendezvaua and 	 we had two 	 ung-dded rocket LatrIcli. -': 
our pOsitign)'.."1-,::1-4"-a..62:ar- -3. 57 pry...,ceeded  

writ h Sandy -:5..,and 1. T t-ir 	tc 	5 	 wa,t.T naw )7OiG on' 

-and at Oc15.;idj 	td 2 a.rri_vea 
• briefing 'path King :41 and Noil. 25 't<iho .wa 	tili 03(.:. 

erlorated Put Sandy 1 who aost.zned 	believed a pickup co4J.1.d. stgr 

	

npted.F7lai, and 13 still, 	 n&t..c their positiona , : 
, 

At 071, JG 62 and 57 	 -n J Si‘rt area and as A. -la began. JG 
held nigh. whileJG o2, 	 Sandy i, bean phaee at 0713. '4h -f)  

in hover over A` s 	 Cc 62 2. 	ced a zan.ster -,:.ust in fromt of their 
psitiort atx.)ut 50 meters from tne A rma -i. 	 -after, the effect or t'ne 
rotor o1ade3 had stirred the Crint‘alt.5 of the eanister 031,i.1 52) enot.zgh to 
affect the area of 5;c- 62. They trmtza.,i.atey 1.1122...ea out to get clear of 
Sandy 1 ti-,en requested JG 57 	masKs for second pickup attempt. JG 
57 was very slow to get masks 	1.rA corm wa.s 	once their masks tie.re41.1 
place. Sandy I 	tj rIcav 	52, 'who Knev the exact lncation Of Ay'PL' 

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED



• 	-••• • - 

•••••• • 	 -• 	 • 	 • 	 "'• 

0802G, 	 weapor.s 
fire 	 or, tar. 	 62. 	 pigec.nas to LS 
.32 we 	 h, 	; 	 ) and L.. 	 • 

. The 
aWay fro:- 	 of 

drep 	 fvra 	 Lr 	 ; ,2.• 	 . 

would 	- • 	: 	,-. 1".• or. 1..,ne 	 t, tempt . 
• 

JO .52 	 7  I. 	 ue met 
:.:eccessay. 	 'and 2 wc-i.re 

; 
oliested. 	 r. 

 
- 	 to star ,c.--Y to 1auho:r1 

• L 	-.ast of 	 esc-orteci 

t. 	 58o ,iG 	1. 	 ,d 57. pi'c er afte 	eing, 	• 
refuel ..ed y ic 	T, 	' 	 of his pos.-- 
ition 	e didn'u 'n,ave 	 byt. .•ai1 	 In the SAIL .  
aree. 	 use 	 ".i 	nad ir 	ding. Sandy 
11 briefed 	 ;7;OiiL ct. and 
aged to put it in 

diverted to 	. 	 • 	 uundit 
placed :LC,. 	 . 	 10, and 15 
cleared 	 _ 	 p...1. in 	flight. with 

	

, 	. 
the °Gravel'', 	 Lee.: 	 1c1(72,7G. $ more jpq 14 .  •..;, 

_ ,ArLd 	 dtzties. At 10170 
we gave A:.."fng2aiH 7C 

At t'LietJi 	21 	 „a had 
he 	 could not t.7 -e 

32 flignt wr4,S brought 	 .i.c:nrovemerlt. i tne 
• 

Naii 	C:?", 	 ;IV'S t: -;tc,11.-: 

.• Contact witp. ,..tip,.:.$1..trAriVO-Z7S. '74G) ..)/.81 . =utno had 11-1..hcileci . .at O4302, 
...K.I.ra‘r • 	 r 	 ; 

, _ 	nash 	at "tile P'qci, 	 • 

t 0 	 . 

4.n.rs with ro:t. - .a 	 att„,..,..tapt for 
and 61 w‘!"...1se . di.rented o.:lat:1,1 . 4v.tt.3-. 20A ...to 	a.(14- *band, Strip 
the weather piOved. 	4o 	/143,S ("111:4ctect t.cir re4;ni-Ati•ii:' 	the'gro.1.0& ;.;' ;... , 	 . 

	

. 	, 	••• pending, 'T...ft.::a.ther improvement,. 

req...ested CU 14 to 	 aro:1nd 	 as he had rep3rted eflem,y 
includi.ng dogs in hi vciaty.:1:-.,;:hts, brushy and Cali.te,' , 

carrying 6DU 14 (Gravel) were cycling .  off of 	and were called: in to : 
r expend. Diffictility was experinceci in getting the st.rike flights and the 

Pave Nails together. One strike fli,ht had difficulity contacting' the Pave .; 
Nail 'ind iliac. to return to a tan.ker for fuel. ....en the Pave Nail had to iins 

iron.11.MmonlomalmslInow•ommosonaro•- 	  

., 
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• 

genomw 

,,..<!1 ,. , ,, !.-7A.-4 ., 
C' his rei::..acemeat. !id au% Li.,c_ - _ ,,,. . 	r._.-.... ..*:! arr./ overla:;, 	Sant: uquIpment,,,: 

lifficuij., 	4er„! a.F.o ,:fx.perlen-.: ,-1 uy !..1, 1) . • 	•11'.:, 	..; - crdination was 
finally ..ff.sected a_rld Z.UU 14 waz rIeliver-A dir.::_,...ly on 74A 1 J position. Itacti.oi. 

 contact as maintained wIth 7!.., t.) a..3der .-.,ai 	_.e Accuracy '2,f tne Lorna drop 
for poss_::1-:: ocrri.::-.. 	A..i.tio:.7,1 0:,1.: 	.,-, 	ueea 11.-.L..re 	t...:! Ue uploa44:1 

1 'ready f -,..4-  la.inch. T;71is request WU5 never f_,..i.l.led although the requt•iat4r; 
was made very early in the mission repeat,l; .;overal times. When the, requei .1 
ror CDC 14 was nat PAfilled, Cbu 42 a..i -e,.;sted and ootailled for innedia—', 

ekpen,!.Iture should further area denial I.= J.,:cessarv. At approximate 
3620Z, 6.noke 44 rsiArted an irprovement in :.i-..i. weath,r and JG 55/61  
launched from Ls zati to oruit LS 32 at 0640Z. by tne time ,;(.1 55/61 reachd ' 
LS 32 the weathet had lzproved further and tney continued to the Ski. area 
At 0726Z al 55 began phase bravo. Falcon 7...„, 4as picked :.1.) first' and F74 , 
second with no difficulity. PiCkupuwas completed at NiC.'.. .t.>ot4,s1r1i1Lor5 -. 
were ;.n e.2eIlent conJitiun exc,4A, for a la.e.ration on tr. 41pha'mansl 	- 
JC 55/61 were refueled by King 27 in the vicinity of LS 32 and then pro',,,  ,- 
ceeded to 1.-J1-t 70 !,,Cdorn"; tn discharge tht: survivors.  

. 	 . 	. 	. 
SAft forces, except: for gall Fk.:5 were released at 081W. -1:- ,d ac diltiv 'wei'*:.1 

 passed to King 22 to. continue the searcn for Falcon tub and 75-'‘,'• 	. ,..:1-  

— 	. 
"'Any! 21 Crewmemuers 	 forces used _y King 21  .. 

NAV' 
NAV 

FE 

-aj uruce H. Driscoll 
1LT Samuel K. uye ,.-s 
ILT irederick.t. 
MA. Stephen 	Katz 
MALT Marvin C. 4h1tfield 
MSG Julan 4. Lyles, Jr. 
MSG Harold G. Kreitieln 
TSG George olAh 

- TSGCharIes 	aeucer . 	. 	 . 

J. 5_5, 61, 32, 63 
Sandy 1, 2, 	4, 9, 11, 
Smoke 44 
.ail 12, 27, 04, 41, 32, 
Laredo 
Falcon FilJTI:t  
Gunfight„,f 	Flight (XIG 
Gunfighter 55 Flight (MIG 
Ashcan 1 (Iron '-iand) 
basket 1 (Iran Eand) 
i,po,do 41 (1‘..i.inLY 
Ap0:11 ,1 1,4 ( ,L11nq 
A-xu24Y:  

.:FalcOn'.51'Strik45T 
r..->osco 

' 	Z4 

150  16. 

' 
33, 39, 26, 20 

GAP) 

%IL 	 AIMED 

*Th 
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will. And, we tried to glean something out of it, 
to help somebody else in the future. More and more, 
as we looked at it, we saw that it was the man who 
knew the SAR procedure techniques, and knew his 
equipment - he was the one who always had the best 
and fastest pickup. 

Early debriefs revealed that downed crewmembers had only a sketchy 

knowledge of how to vector RESCAP or rescue helicopters over their posi-

tion, or how to FAC for the fighters in suppressing ground fire. These 

procedures were stressed in the course, and at the end of 1971 were an 

integral part of the curriculum, with extensive classroom work and a 

final field exercise using the Lensatic compass and URC-64 radio to 

vector HH-3E helicopters in over the simulated survivor's position. 

rALcc.*) 7L1 sop_ 

That Jungle Survival School training was effective was attested by 

the many debriefs in which the JSS was credited with being the difference 

between being recovered, or being killed or captured. Not atypical was 

the narrative given to the JSS class of 30 December 1971 by Captain Lester 
5.3/ 

O'Brian, an F-4 backseater from Udorn RTAFB, Thailand. He recalled: 

. . 	I was sitting here about three weeks ago. I 
graduated from this course about the third of 
December, Three weeks ago I was sitting over there 
in Seat Number Nine. I was listening to the guys 
talk, and taking it in, but it was sort of like, 
'Well okay, that's well and good, but hell, that'll 
never happen to me.' But I got to my unit at Udarn, 
and on my fourth mission i had to punch out. 

• • . Everything I did, from that point on, it was 
something somebody said from some survival school 
saying, 'Now this is what you do.' First of all, 
I did just what they said, and looked up to check 

27 



my canopy. I had no holes in it or anything, but 
my two main lines were twisted, so I just grabbed 
them and gave a r.oist and they straightened out. 

• • •I stepped out [of the harness] and, just 
like the guys said, 1 wanted to run like hell as 
soon as my feet hit the ground: So again, I 
went back to the only thing I had to go on, what 
the guys here at the survival school had said. 
So 1 did what Sgt Martino there always preaches, 
and I reached down and got my canteen out and 
washed the taste of fear down my throat. 

The Captain was shot down on December 20th and was rescued the follow-

ing day, after spending the night under a fallen log in the jungle. His 

survival school training had negated any fear he might have of the jungle, 
54/ 

and in fact, he slept most of the night in his hideaway. —  

Captain O'Brian's two and a half weeks with his unit before going 

down in enemy territory was by no means a record. The record was held 

by a young man who graduated from the school and went on to his unit in 

South Vietnam that evening. Next morning he was shot down, wounded by 

small arms four times while evading a VC company, suffered through a 

failed rescue attempt and had to again become part of the jungle, evaded 

another group of VC, and finally helped in a successful rescue attempt 

although wounded. His wounds required that he be medevacuated to the Clark 

AB Hospital, from which he called the school 23 hours and 10 minutes after 

leaving class. 	He had put into use the training received in the course 

and wanted to let the instructors know how much it had helped him. 
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Pigèi2 " SEVENTH AIR FORCE NEWS 

Captain 0 Brien, second from left, and Major Stanley, enjoy cigars following their rescue. Pararescuemen on 
the mission were Sgt. William D. Brinson, left, and MSgt. Leon Fullwood. 

Major airlift milestone 
150th C-5 arrives 

CAM RANH BAY -- The 
150th C-5 Galaxy arrival here 
recently marked a major 
milestone in the giant aircraft's 
role in U.S. redeployment from 
the Vietnam war. 

The Galaxy, number 90017, 
flown by Lt. Col. Louie 0. 
Mc F aron, completed the 
milestone flight from its home 

'Transition' 

base at Travis AFB, Calif., three 
hours ahead of schedule. 

A prime mover of U.S. 
retrograde equipment from the 
Republic of Vietnam, the 150th 
Galaxy left here with three U.S. 
Army CH-47 Chinook 
helicopters for the return flight 
home. The CH-47s are the largest 
single pieces of equipment to 
have been carried by the giant 
aircraft from the Republic. 

In another recent flight, one 
C-5 carried 22 011-6 Cayuse low 
observation helicopters.  

• 'Nam Nam 
With this 150th landing and 

departure, the Galaxy fleet 
operated by the U.S. Air Force 
has carried more than 10,700 
tons of cargo and passengers in 
its Vietnam runs. 

It has averaged about 75 tons 
per mission or 37.5 tons for each 
leg of the flight. 

One hundred forty of the 
C-5's Vietnam runs landed here. 
The other 10 Galaxies flew into 
and out of Tan Son Nhut All 
near Saigon. 

announces 
job openings 

TAN SON NHUT -- A plan to 
provide training for entry level jobs in 
all phases of the Transportation 
intimtry has been nronosed to the 
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F-4 crew 

-5 arrives 
base at Travis AFB, Calif., three 
hours ahead of schedule. 

A prime mover of U.S. 
retrograde equipment from the 
Republic of Vietnam, the 150th 
Galaxy left here with three U.S. 
Army CH-47 Chinook 
helicopters for the return flight 
home. The CH-47s are the largest 
single pieces of equipment to 
have been carried by the giant 
aircraft from the Republic. 

In another recent flight, one 
C-5 carried 22 OH-6 Cayuse low 
observation helicopters. 

• 	9 in Nam 
With this 150th landing and 

departure, the Galaxy fleet 
operated by the U.S. Air Force 
has carried more than 10,700 
tons of cargo and passengers in 
its Vietnam runs. 

It has averaged about 75 tons 
per mission or 37.5 tons for each 
leg of the flight. 

One hundred forty of the 
C-5's Vietnam runs landed here. 
The other 10 Galaxies flew into 
and out of Tan Son Nhut AB 
near Saigon.  

rescued 
IA Laos 

TAN SON NHUT — A U.S. Air 
Force F-4 Phantom crew was rescued 
from the jungles of Laos near the 
North Vietnam border recently after 
spending nearly 23 hours on the 
ground. 

The Phantom pilot, Maj. William T. 
Stanley, and the navigator, Capt. 
Lester O'Brien, were supporting 
friendly forces over Laos when they 
were diverted from their original 
mission to aid in the search and rescue 
of a downed F-4. 

After expending ordnance on 
ground targets in Laos, they attempted 
to engage threatening MIG aircraft. No 
MIGs were initially engaged and as 
their Phantom reached "go-home 
fuel," they were fired upon by 
antiaircraft artillary and surface-to-air 
missiles and were attacked by MIGs. 
They took evasive action, which 
ranged over North Vietnam from high 
to low altitude, causing the aircraft to 
rapidly exhaust its fuel before either a 
landing base or tanker could be 
reached. 

At approximately 5:15 p.m. the 
crew reported they were ejecting for 
lack of fuel. 

Forward air controllers operating in 
the area established and maintained 
voice contact with the pair throughout 
the night. The rescue force of HH-53 
Super Jolly Green Giant helicopters, 
A-1 Skyraiders, tactical jet fighters, 
and HC-130s launched at dawn the 
following day. 

One of the helicopters contacted 
the downed crew shortly after 8 a.m. 
but had to withdraw from the area 
because of bad weather and enemy 
ground fire. At approximately 4 p.m., 
after the weather began to clear and 
the ground fire was silenced by 
fighters, the Super Jolly moved in to 
pick up the crewmen. Both were in 
good condition. 
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Robert LaPointe 

From: 	"Richard M. Atchison" 
To: 	"Robert LaPointe" <rlapointe©gci.net> 
Sent: 	Wednesday, March 21, 2001 7:03 PM 
Subject: Falcon 74 
May be able to do better than that. I will be a member of the group that 
will discuss Falcon 74 and I think they are going to tape it. Will try 
to get a copy of the tape. Will definately write you an article as long 
as it does not end up being copyrighted and I can use a version of it 
for the FAC History. And I will be willing to send you copies of 
anything that the CSAR group sends to me from their historical archives 
which I assume may be the same sources you have. Are you a member of the 
CSAR education effort? I also participated in Ashcan 01, Gunfighter 84, 
Nail 31, the A-6, Bat 21, and a bunch of others. Tell me about your 
book. What is in it and how much does it cost? My address is: 
R.M. Atchison 
8808 Arley Drive 
Springfield, VA 22153 

Thanks, Rick Atchison 

1‘,01 tpo L60 Pitt 	c' tk,  

3/24/01 
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Robert LaPointe 

From: 	"Robert LaPointe" <rlapointe@gci.net> 
To: 	"Richard M. Atchison" 
Sent: 	Sunday, March 25, 2001 12:02 AM 
Subject: Re: Falcon 74 

It's 23:50 and I am wrapping up another marathon session of final editing. 
Information about my soon to be released book is enclosed. Essentially I am 
trying to write the first comprehensive history of Air Rescue in Vietnam. 

I took an hour tonight to copy and package everything I have on the Falcon 
74 SAR. It is quite a bit and should refresh and excite some old brain 
cells. I served at the 37th for 18 months in 1971-72. We likely flew 
together on some of the same missions. 

We have a 7 x 24 post office in Anchorage. I will handcarry your material 
down in the morning and send it priority mail. You should have it NLT 
Thursday 29 March. Any primary source data that you can provide on SAR's 
would be appreciated and put to good use. 

I'll get back with you about your writing a story for inclusion in volume 
two. While the book itself will be copyrighted, you will own unlimited 
rights to anything you write. I'll provide a written agreement to that fact 
when get to that point. 

Right now I am looking forward to handing volume 1 to the printer. That will 
happen in early April. Then I plan a five month break and start doing many 
of the things I've given up for the past 2 1/2 years. 

Time to hit the rack. 
	Original Message 	 
From: "Richard M. Atchison" <ricica6@ix.netcom.corn> 
To: "Robert LaPointe" <rlapointe@g_c_Lnet> 
Sent: Friday, March 23, 2001 8:31 PM 
Subject: Falcon 74 

> Today I received three items from the CSAR folks. A audio tape of the 
> debrief of Falcon 74B at the Jungle Survival School (it's pretty good), 
> a copy of two pages of log from the Joint Rescue Center (I believe) and 
> several maps with suspected locations of Falcon 74A and 74 B. Would you 
> like copies of this information? Please send me your address and I'll 
> forward it to you. VR Rick Atchison 

3/25/01 



18 December 1971 

F -4D 66-0241 555 TFS, 432 TRW, USAF, Udorn 
Maj Kenneth R Johnson (POW) 
lLt Samuel R Vaughan (POW) 

There had heen little opportunity for air -to-air combat since the 
end of Rolling Thunder and the North Vietnamese MiGs had not 
shot down a USAF fixed-wing aircraft since 23 February 1968. 
Falcon 66 was  one of a pair of Phantoms that was flying top cover 
for a helicopter that was extracting a Special Forces team from 
behind enemy lines in northeastern Laos. As the mission pro-
ceeded the Phantoms were attacked by MiG-21s and during the 
engagement Maj Johnson's aircraft was shot down by an air-to-
air missile near Ban Poung Ban. The crew ejected and attempted 
to evade capture but were surrounded and taken prisoner by 
North Vietnamese troops. The pair was lucky in that they were 
eventually sent to the camps in North Vietnam and survived cap-
tivity. Maj Johnson was released on 14 March 1973 and I Lt 
Vaughan was released in the last batch on 28 March 1973. .Maj 
Johnson had flown 220 missions in the F - 100D with the 510th 
IFS in 1967. He later assisted in the delivery of F - 5s to the VNAF 
and flew a number of combat missions with them. He converted 
to the F -4 and was shot down on his 55th Phantom mission. 
I Lt Vaughan had arrived at Udorn on 10 October and was on his 
49th mission when he was shot down. 

-4D 65-0799 	13-T 4, 2 T 	USAF, U 
M  v 	tan Icy (su 'ved) 
Ant L ()then (survidTh- 
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F-4D 64-0954 	13 TFS, 432 TRW, USAF, Udorn 
I Lt Kenneth R Wells (POW) 
Maj Leland L Hildebrand (POW) 

As soon as Falcon 66 was shot down the rescue task force swung 
into action in the hope of recovering the Phantom crew before 
they could be captured. A formation of Phantoms from a sister 
squadron at !Morn took part in the attempted rescue but two of 
the aircraft became casualties themselves. Nearly three hours 
after Falcon 66 went down Maj Stanley was heading southeast 
away from the area to refuel when he was attacked by a MiG and 
was shot down. Both crew ejected and were eventually picked up 
by a USAF SAR helicopter. Half an hour later another Phantom 
flying CAP coverage over the rescue force was also lost, the air-
craft running out of fuel as it tried to reach a tanker following an 

engagement with a MiG, 111 Wells and Mai liilde.hrand ejected 
bat were captured before they could he rescued and joined Maj 
Johnson and llist Vaughan in captiivity. Wells and Hildebrand 
were also sent to North Vietnam and were both released on 28 
March 1973. Leland Hildebrand was on his 20th mission when 
he was shot down while Ken Wells was only on his 9th mission 
having arrived at Udorn on 9 November. Capt O'Brien survived 
the crash of his Phantom at Udorn on 1 February 1972. 


