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He gave 25 further refinsq sooruinetes mni dmintaiied clamusicatiens with t};w:"‘“"
suCviveors ewery 30 minubes. .. oobe olue Jhip relajed thui Kilder ghb
wverhead with olid 52 was .o w1y ard expend his ordnance SRl and #30.
immedistely asked Nail 1B and Nail 13 if they c'*u‘d use t.ha LU 52 near ﬁh&
sucvivors sz jail 31 (who hal Just srrived) asnwered affirmstive and sagan
working up a set of coor:b.natas “or che drop LWy Leran aqi:i,.nd.l{:..lm mqu
we diverted ¥Killer pacs Lo ths Cii Scane and ;\ml 31 put. hinm in av m
MNail 18 hau just started vo alb whnen a vandit sall off Squid’ placed MIGS °
nearing the waw area. [ clesrcd dail 31 to nead west, out of the ares and
ther bandit calls wy M sncl oiaced a MIG on one of the Nails tail (Mail 18
31}, Since woth Nails wers hesding west we dequc. ;4 that the “pandit® was on
Nail jl or ‘A's tail so we c.ear«d 31 cack into Lhe area Lo resune the comm
gap and [wiher pinpoint the survivars pesitiocn with his fmcﬁmung Loram
aquipment ane DF cuts on A asad . The previm.s 5LU 52 drop was a Loran:
approximately 3 klicks west of the survivors ¢ & resarked %o 31 bhat e
knew they had msed the stuff. At no time did'A or B state wat“m Jin
.had Z.anded near them as latosr events were to prove, " B4

"‘.&

. Nail 18, as he wTB'd rwpartead a veeper and weak voice agprm 13 }J@
on a 250 cearing from 744 and ©'s positlon. He could not estanlish & )
cation but weak BF cuts placed the beeper in that pesitianm. ‘He was low ony

".fusl so he continued on to aTh Cli BY. We reg yestad bhat additionals 7’&(}5«'&

: they came oub, Lo comm search that area uhm!t wa belisved might bt Fa.
who had gons down earlier in the day.

¥ail 3 determined that A was sn a gentle slppe, under a 30 foot ney
with elearings at approximately a 3000 foot elsvation. He had heard .o

no enemy activity. Nail 31 placed b approximately 2 miles SW at--
ion on & 30 to LO degree slope under a canopy with clearings alsao,
ne enemy activity. Hail 31 also determined that neigher A or B*s ﬂ
were functioning and thus could not get their exact position with his ]
.scope. wWesther at 0260G was still permissiole for piciup at #ir
‘Wail 16 was invound to the area and picked up d

1so af o &

'-aa mmt where. we bell ﬂa&‘i?w

_and gave its position
%o eome out and check : ; s secondary SAk f
ing this time, many of ‘the KAC! ed cwr&s- given gy the Nails
 wWers erronecus and had to ue re-KaC'ed, Weather at the geconda
was 3000 feet Ehiln oversast. Just as we were beginning tﬂ oeli we
had Falcon 66's general poaitim and were involved in the smuiu'x’m et C&
teiefed us on the details for the first lignt. JG's 62 and 57 were to Emh
at 050G escorted by Sandies 3 and L. Sancies i and 2 were to launch. i
* and proeewd direct.te FYL's position to arrive in time to assume 05C. pfriar ﬁ‘-
tne Jats acrival, backup Jellies ,2 and 67 wers 1o launch with Sandies § ,
10 4t approxinately 05200 ang pritsed Lo 4 00 sial g west of F7h's position dur-
ing vhe first light plckup attempt oy Jullies 62 and 57. Hing L1 was requested
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to plaf ap seaving Missien LomaEsc orelt W8 refued 23 o2 and 37 bet
“Pencet and B 108, e SUgsctel Lo LBLS gegresailon of mig8avn. ¢
ing the all important hours -*-us* prics Lo the Urst ;mﬁmp attempt,
that we sheuld stay on eroly and hely the Nail furtass pc:in*‘ :
., am;,-a..z,;sa- Pk Lae geconcary for Foo whias snoLper
G 62 and 38 as %ey'maiwfmm narth \n?ey mad to go west and
. north of the Bl to reach tie S&n areaj. We hea hop

' locate Falcon &5 and comcine the pickup a

Letfore day A:igﬁt.
light en coh Peleon 7k and “6¢ In the meastiss ~e had acﬁi' .
gseding Lo the secondary SAs posilian and a-us cur HIG CA adrer
pusting one sells on guard o i'*;':. Tunfigover (MG CAP) alse -
beever 150/B2/108 (nesy the pasitlons glven o halls for Foa).

onbl Infcases” L"f: Ea.u.. V‘le‘ would ey Lo met. 4 Tanker up to pe
didn't gnow whether tney t-m,..,ld ar“:.vu in time 12 do the Ak o w0
0323, Nail 25 fad arrived ox scene in addition to Nall 16.
A was at LODO Feet clevation on a gentle slope aad that & and B
“movers" and W'na protlem for the Joilies to make the pie -
= had i T by thet A said Falcon 75 (the other rissi
had trisd to go "femt m" to the Gulf of Torkin when they last
A% DLLS anc‘th»r t}an.z;.t- ca___. put MIGS 008/102 of! of squid and we
eq MG CAI was uwxrg asntinua_ L ovrovided (Lhey were warking anot}
¢« pency with GCE). "Au OS2LG w- dstatlisned tmmct. with JG’a- 5?
"JALK confirmed that tanier £i.: 21 was on way ..t would nab @
to refuel-as m:wﬁua.ed. wa agreed Lo depart cruit o pefusl o
0 108, At Qﬁ@} s Losnd fy ol 52 and b3 vers abwa pm:&- d
Skt BIE i;eco. 2 Gu\. up&a hm, «“ual Sa '

.'*::fm.cm o *sm.atw }wt-.m

il

“in hover wer- A “mmun, Jf} &2
positiornt about 50 meters from the . man. Shartly after,
rator plades had stirred the contunts of the canister (bBLU 52,

{fect the area of JG 52. They immsiiately pul.ed out to get cled
::anel;r 1 tien requested JG 57 1o con masks for a seccnd pickup attem)
57 was very slow to get masks .o apd comm was .ad once their masks
place. 3Sandy 1 slectud to pave 70 52. Iwhe R The exact }_ecgtim
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gtitempt the second pisung o siber panling vo2ln laeks di.
E)BQ‘?G, Ju M mvm‘&d ATaLn uv"’l" L z&:..z, :r;i;.: L

JG 82 and 37, mz~ S : 3 ang' L, pl*acaadw vo the Y il
oy bang IXTer ”f*ext“zr;.;.in?"::' fo lund at LS 3k L¥ neccessay.
;,::*oat.:f nig t:i"ip‘f} and Sand 1t vecase the .A‘, At apprex-mtuq i
: ] doedend ary fasy movura at CH ‘73 Lo standoy
2 g ST acout ¥5 miles dast

: Jon e &mteﬁ 5 of tie Gm‘ﬁ.z.ﬂg ordnance
agreed to ;ma 11'. dn an t./,g au-_'\-va:"s puas&ﬁ.a,.. Kiag Ll requ

RE -",'i‘-';’c a:"m..har : t,an'

Erike flight had difficulity e
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and Ris peplacement 4id neb avrive in bowe S any overlap, Seme o
ﬁ.' culu_h.ws wery :1'55»0 &3 “—a,.r" i =d n,y 20 9.-*; & ,m;.t;;. i;.oumm

%202, Emmcu im raparted an mprcvmmnt in ke weather and Je
launched Zrom LS 204 to oroit LS 32 at 05L0Z. By the time JG

LS 32 the weather had improved further and tney continued to
At O726Z JG 55 began phase bravo. Falcon 7ua was pi;,ckad wp Bir
- second witn no difficuiity. Pickupuwas coxmplated at 081CZ.

" were in excellent conditivn exeupl for a la-erstiom oa th
ide 55}53. were Tefueled vy King 27 i the viciaity of IS
SH 70 {Udorn) to d’isc‘aarge the survivors.

Ecnc:as u,sec. ¥ ng a.l

dG :’?; Uls 32’ &3 it

&aﬂdy 1 2, B Lb, g’, _ll* ¢
Sioice M ;
N&il 1’2 27, 04.;, Lyl,
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will. And, we tried to glean something out of it, #
to help somebody else in the future. More and more, fﬁ
as we looked at it, we saw that it wae the man who cg
knew the SAR procedure techniques, and knew his ig\

equipment - he was the one who always had the best ’

't

Early debriefs revealed that downed crewmembers had only a sketchy
knowledge of how to vector RESCAP or rescue helicopters over their posi-
tion, or how to FAC for the fighters in suppressing ground fire. These
procedures were stressed in the course, and at the end of 1971 were an
integral part of the curriculum, with extensive classroom work and a

final field exercise using the Lensatic compass and URC-64 radio to
52/
yector HH-3E helicopters in over the simulated survivor's position.

FALWN M spputuofl
That Jungle Survival School training was effective was attested by

the many debriefs in which the JSS was credited with being the difference
between being recovered, or being killed or captured, Not atypical was

the narrative given to the JSS class of 30 December 1971 by Captain Lester
53/
0'Brian, an F-4 backseater from Udorn RTAFB, Thailand., He recalled:

. + I was sttting here about three weeks ago. 1
graduated from this course about the third of
December, Three weeks ago I was sitting over there
in Seat Number Nine. I was listening to the guys
talk, and taking it in, but it was sort of like,
'"Well okay, that's well and good, but hell, that'll
never happen to me.' But I got to my wnit at Udorn,
and on my fourth mission I had to punch out.

. Everything I did, from that point om, it was
something somebody said from some survival school
saying, 'Now this is what you do,' First of all,
I did just what they said, and looked wp to check

27

‘h,

i q

and fastest pickup. ' ‘{ﬂ’



my canopy. I had no holes in it or anything, but
my two main lines were twisted, so I just grabbed
them and gave a twist and they straightened out.
« « - I stepped out [of the havmege] and, just
like the guys said, I wanted to run like hell as
goon as my feet hit the ground:. So again, I
went back to the only thing I had to go on, what
the guys here at the survival school had said.

So I did wvhat Sgt Martino there always preaches,
and I reached down and got my canteen out and
washed the taste of fear down my throat.

The Captain was shot down on December 20th and was rescued the follow-
ing day, after spending the night under a fallen log in the jungle. His
survival school training had negated any fear he might have of the jungle,

54/
and in fact, he slept most of the night in his hideaway.

Captain 0'Brian’s.two and a half weeks with his unit before going
down in enemy territory was by no means a record. The record was held
by a young man who graduated from the school and went on to his unit in
South Vietnam that evening. Next morning he was shot down, wounded by
small arms four times while evading a VC company, suffered through a
failed rescue attempt and had to again become part of the jungle, evaded
another group of VC, and finally helped in a successful rescue attempt
although wounded. His wounds required that he be medevacuated to the Clark
AB Hospital, from which he called the school 23 hours and 10 minutes after

55/
leaving class. He had put inte use the training received in the course

and wanted to let the instructors know how much it had helped him,

28
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DEC 71. QUOTE 1. JDLLY GREEN 52 WAS TN A 200 FOOT HOVER
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'SEVENTH AIR FORCE NEWS

u.s, Force Photo

Captam O ‘Brien, second from left, and Major Stanley, enjoy cigars following their rescue. Pararescuemen on

the mission were Sgt. William D. Brmson, left, and MSgt. Leon Fullwood.

Major airlift milestone

150th C 5 arrives in 'Nam

CAM RANH BAY -
150th C-5 Galaxy arrival here
recently marked a major
milestone in the giant aircraft’s
role in U.S. redeployment from
the Vietnam war.

The Galaxy, number 90017,
flown by Lt. Col. Louie O.
Mc¢Faron, completed the
milestone flight from its home

‘Transition’
announces

job openings

TAN SON NHUT - A plan to
provide training for entry level jobs in
all phases of the Transportation

Industrv has bheen proposed to the

base at Travis AFB, Calif., three
hours ahead of schedule.

A prime mover of U.S.
retrograde equipment from the
Republic of Vietnam, the 150th
Galaxy left here with three U.S.
Army CH-47 Chinook
helicopters for the return flight
home. The CH-47s are the largest
single pieces of equipment to
have been carried by the giant
aircraft from the Republic.

In another recent flight, one
C-5 carried 22 OH-6 Cayuse low
observation helicopters.

With this 150th landing and
departure, the Galaxy fleet
operated by the U.S. Air Force
has carried more than 10,700
tons of cargo and passengers in
its Vietnam runs.

It has averaged about 75 tons
per mission or 37.5 tons for each
leg of the flight.

One hundred forty of the
C-5’s Vietnam runs landed here.
The other 10 Galaxies flew into
and out of Tan Son Nhut AB
near Saigon.
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Army CH-47 Chinook
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With this 150th landing and
departure, the Galaxy fleet
operated by the U.S. Air Force
has carried more than 10,700
tons of cargo and passengers in
its Vietnam runs.

It has averaged about 75 tons
per mission or 37.5 tons for each
leg of the flight.

One hundred forty of the
C-5’s Vietnam runs landed here.
The other 10 Galaxies flew into
and out of Tan Son Nhut AB
near Saigon.

F-4 crew
rescued
in Laos

TAN SON NHUT - A US. Air
Force F-4 Phantom crew was rescued
from the jungles of Laos near the
North Vietnam border recently after
spending nearly 23 hours on the
ground.

The Phantom pilot, Maj. William T.
Stanley, and the navigator, Capt.
Lester O’Brien, were supporting
friendly forces over Laos when they
were diverted from their original
mission to aid in the search and rescue
of a downed F-4.

After expending ordnance on
ground targets in Laos, they attempted
to engage threatening MIG aircraft. No
MIGs were initially engaged and as
their Phantom reached “‘go-home
fuel,” they were fired upon by
antiaircraft artillary and surface-to-air
missiles and were attacked by MIGs.
They took evasive action, which
ranged over North Vietnam from high

‘to low altitude, causing the aircraft to

rapidly exhaust its fuel before either a
landing base or tanker could be
reached.

At approximately 5:15 p.m. the
crew reported they were ejecting for
lack of fuel.

Forward air controllers operating in
the area established and maintained
voice contact with the pair throughout
the night. The rescue force of HH-53
Super Jolly Green Giant helicopters,
A-1 Skyraiders, tactical jet fighters,
and HC-130s launched at dawn the
following day. '

One of the helicopters contacted
the downed crew shortly after 8 a.m.
but had to withdraw from the area
because of bad weather and enemy
ground fire. At approximately 4 p.m,,
after the weather began to clear and
the ground fire was silenced by
fighters, the Super Jolly moved in to
pick up the crewmen. Both were in
good condition.
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Robert LaPointe

From: "Richard M. Atchison”

To: "Robert LaPginte" <rlapointe@gci.net>
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2001 7:03 PM
Subject: Falcon 74

May be able to do better than that. I will be a member of the group that
will discuss Falcon 74 and I think they are going to tape it. Will try

to get a copy of the tape. Will definately write you an article as long

as it does not end up being copyrighted and I can use a version of it

for the FAC History. And I will be willing to send you copies of
anything that the CSAR group sends to me from their historical archives
which I assume may be the same sources you have. Are you a member of the
CSAR education effort? I also participated in Ashcan 01, Gunfighter 84,
Nail 31, the A-6, Bat 21, and a bunch of others. Tell me about your
book. What is in it and how much does it cost? My address is:

R.M. Atchison

8808 Arley Drive

Springfield, VA 22153

Thanks, Rick Atchison

MRAILAD AL ¢ AR

3/24/01
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Robert LaPointe

From: "Robert LaPointe" <rlapointe@.gci.nef>
To: "Richard M. Atchison"
Sent: Sunday, March 25, 2001 12:02 AM

Subject: Re: Falcon 74

It's 23:50 and I am wrapping up another marathon session of final editing.
Information about my soon to be released book is enclosed. Essentially I am
trying to write the first comprehensive history of Air Rescue in Vietnam.

I took an hour tonight to copy and package everything I have on the Falcon
74 SAR. It is quite a bit and should refresh and excite some old brain

cells. I served at the 37th for 18 months in 1971-72. We likely flew
together on some of the same missions.

We have a 7 x 24 post office in Anchorage. I will handcarry your material
down in the morning and send it priority mail. You should have it NLT
Thursday 29 March. Any primary source data that you can provide on SAR's
would be appreciated and put to good use.

I'll get back with you about your writing a story for inclusion in volume
two. While the book itself will be copyrighted, you will own unlimited
rights to anything you write. I'll provide a written agreement to that fact
when get to that point.

Right now I am looking forward to handing volume 1 to the printer. That will
happen in early April. Then I plan a five month break and start doing many
of the things I've given up for the past 2 1/2 years.

Time to hit the rack.

----- Original Message -----

From: "Richard M. Atchison" <ricka6@ix.netcom.com>
To: "Robert LaPointe" <rlapointe@gci.net>

Sent: Friday, March 23, 2001 8:31 PM

Subject: Falcon 74

> Today I received three items from the CSAR folks. A audio tape of the

> debrief of Falcon 74B at the Jungle Survival School (it's pretty good),

> a copy of two pages of log from the Joint Rescue Center (I believe) and

> several maps with suspected locations of Falcon 74A and 74 B. Would you
> like copies of this information? Please send me your address and I'll

> forward it to you. VR Rick Atchison

>

3/25/01




18 December 1971

F-4D (6-0241 555 TFS, 432 TRW, USAF, Udorn
Maj Kenneth R Johnson (POW)
1Lt Samuel R Vaughan (POW)
There had heen little apportunity for air-to-air combat since the
end of Rolling Thunder and the North Vieinamese MiGs had not
shot down a USAF fixed-wing aircraft since 23 February 1968,
Falcon 66 was one of a pair of Phantoms that was flying top cover
for a helicopter that was extracting a Special Forces team from
behind enemy lines in northcastern Laos. As the mission pro-
ceeded the Phantoms were attacked by MiG-21s and during the
engagement Maj Johnson's aircrafl was shot down by an air-to-
air missile near Ban Poung Ban. The crew ejected and attempted
fo evade capture but were surrounded and taken prisoner by
North Vietnamese troops. The pair was lucky in that they were
eventually sent 1o the camps in North Vietnam and survived cap-
tivity. Maj Johnson was released on 14 March 1973 and 1Lt
Vaughan was released in the last batch on 28 March 1973. Maj
Johnson had flown 220 missions in the F-100D with the 510th
TFS in 1967. He later assisted in the delivery of F-5s to the VNAF
and flew 2 number of combat missions with them. He coaverted
to the F-4 and was shot down on his 55th Phantom mission.
1Lt Vaughan had arrived at Udorn on 10 October and was on his
49th mission when he was shot down. |
Udort
)

USAF,




¥ DEC 7] FALCON Y Sore

F-4D 64-0954  13TFS, 432 TRW, USAF, Udorn

ILt Kenneth R Wells (POW)

Maj Leland L Hildebrand (POW)
As 500 as Falcon 66 was shot down the rescue task force swung
into action in the hope of recovering the Phantom crew before
they could be captured. A formation of Phantoms from a sister
squadron at Udorn took part in the attempted rescue but two of
the aircraft became casualties themselves. Nearly three hours
after Falcon 66 went down Maj Stanley was heading southeast
away from the area to refuel when he was attacked by a MiG and
was shot down. Both crew ejected and were eventually picked up
by 2 USAF SAR helicopter. Half an hour later another Phantom
flying CAP coverage over the rescue force was also lost, the air-
craft running out of fuel as it tried to reach a tanker following an

engagement with a MiG, 1Lt Wells and Maj 1lildebrand ejected
but were captured before they could he rescued and joined Maj
Johnson and 11t Vaughan in captiivity. Wells and Hildebrand
were also sent to North Vietnam and were both released on 28
March 1973. Leland Hildebrand was on his 20th mission when
he was shot dewn while Ken Wells was only on his 9th mission
having arrived at Udorn on Y November. Capt O'Brien survived
the crash of his Phantom at Udorn on 1 February 1972,



