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TAN SON NHUT AB, RVN == One of the most dramstic air rescues in recent months
took place in Laos (Dec. 11) when an Air Force F-105 Thunderchief pilet was re-
trieved after his aircraft was downed by a surface to air missile (SAM) near the

Mi Gia Pass,

A harrowing 20 hours for the pilot on the ground in Laos preceded his rescue,

The pilot, Maj, Robert B, Belli, was
supporting an interdiction mission a-
bout eight miles northwest of the pass
on Dec, 10 when his aircraft was downed
by a SAM from the North Vietnamese side
of the border.

The 39th and 40th Aerospace Rescue
and Recovery Squadrons were immediately
notified of the crash and sped to the
aTea,

The major had successfully ejected
and the search and rescue (SAR) force
of HH-53 Super Jolly Green Giants and
HC-130 Hercules famd him in hostile
territory.

The OSAR aircraft established both
voice and beeper comtact with the pilot
of the downed aircraft, who reported he
was in a secure position although enemy
troops were in the area,

Due¢ to deteriorating weather, the
SAR aircraft were unable to extract the
pilot before darkness, and he spent the
night on the ground.

He reported he had a Liroken amm and
a possible broken leg but there was
little the rescue force could do for
him until the weather broke,

CAPT, ALVIA W. MOORE |1, r,
Bien Hoa AB, Republic of Vietnam, after|
his successtul rescus from hostile tar-
ritory. Capt, Stephen Tyler, |, was the

returms t

aircratt commander of the HH=53 Supe
Jolly Green Glant that made the rescue.
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TATE: 11 Decemer 1671 DECLASSIFIED

VISSICN NUMIBR: A-3-040

FLIGET DESIGHATION: KING 22

MISSION OBJRCTIVE: GHOST 035 (US ARMY COERA GUNSHIP) A H-I1&
LOCATION: 4LONM SE CHU AT

SAVES: TWO (NOKCOMEAT)

At 21LL0L during RTB to Cam Ranh Say from Udorn, a call for any aircraft was
received on 243.0 from Ghost 033. King 22 responded to the call and asked .

for the nature of Ghost 033's difficulty and position. Ghost 033 replied .-
that his navigation equipment and failed, he was in IFR comtitions, low
fuel, and unsure of his position. King 22 directed Ghost 033 to squawk
emergency for radar pick-up and also requested UHF hold down for a DF
GCI and Danang approach control both reported that they were not nui_:_
IFF emergency Squawk. King 22 continued with standard air rescue " Xost
craft" procedures and determined that Ghost 033 was a.ppro:dmtnla' w ﬁ :
-Ghu hi. :

s ”a
mxout 033 was advised to head 3000 and elimb to 5000' minim tuo &M -
ble high terrain. King 22 then accomplished a DF intercept on Ghost. s &
Ghost 033 wae intercepted approximately 28NM southeast of Chu lai. Queen
provided updated data on facilities available at Chu Lai which were relayed
to Chost 033.% mmt. 033 landed safely at 2240L. | Lo P

: N usmmn nuring ths course of this mission Ghoat 033* was m
make turns for radar identification. As a helicopter his turn -
mh smaller-than ‘that of a fixed wing aireraft. Bnumat

'tnhumwnt 033 flrthanarhading for
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