FROM: 1st SCS (Maj Mdller/2010) 13 iLecember, 1971

WUBJECT:  SARCO Heport, Ashenn 1 D EC LASSI FI E D

O: 56 8¢ (DO) .
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1. On 10 Degembur, 1971, a .l wae declarvd at 1025L for' Ashecan @, a
F-105, approximate location 075/65/59. Jack leunched Sandy Ol & 02, plus
Jolly Greens 52.57,52 & 20, Radio contact was established with Ashean 0lA,
who was reported in good spirits although he apparently had a broken arm
and possibly a broken leg,

2s SARCC requested and Jack ansvoved launch of Sandy 03 & 04 for escort of
the Jolly Greens. Sandy Ol & 02 were airborne at 1039L and Sandy 03 & 04
were eirborne ot 1056L.

Combat Cperations coordinited the relezse of other Hobo assets to give
back-up Sondy capability and Sioke resources. Sandy 04 wir aborted and
andy 09 & 10 were lounched 'to roplace them. Jack éid scramble Sandy 05 & O
‘or this obut their launch was cunselled and vandy 09 & 10 were airborne at
152L, : ;

o~
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4o 2dditional aireralt were then unloaded to Smolce configuration as they
beceme available. Joler had requested further Smoke aircraft be uploaded
and eireraft previously desisnaicd as Sandy back-up wcre re-loaded. The
aireraft in Sardy 03 flight were repaired and used for Sandy 11 & 12 as
they became available.

5+ Pave Nall FACs werc reaussted and o local training flight we:. diverted
to this mission, and an additionsl sortie was zencrateds
¥

6o Jolly Green 32 & 55 had boon launched from Ubon and were then recovered
at NKP to be used as back-up,

7s Yord was roceived at 1152L that the early portion of Phase Eravo was in
nffoct and Jolly Greea %2 had a chute in sight and was putting a P.J. down.

This uagiterminatcd at 1203L and tho chute waz determined not to be that of
a SurVivlor .

8e Good radlo contact was maintained with Ashean OL A, but weather at his
location was reportedi as "on ithe troest, Jolly Green 52 flight pulled out to
air rofuel at 13/28L and Joljy Groen 53 £lirht assumed the scarchs. Another
sobv of Sandys was requosted as Sandy 01 & 02 would reach Bingo fuel shortly.
<% 1350L Sandy 11 & 12 were notifiod snd were airvorne at 1422%.

Qs Smoke was requested by Jack at 1081 and Smoke 4L & 45 were airborna at
1429L, Smolke 46 & 47 were airborne at 1/32L. A report was reccived at this
time that Jolly Green 52 had iaken some smail arms hits, but no sroblems
were evident and ho was roamaining in the effort.

1=

Os During the period from 1,20L to aporoximately 153CL much confusion was
pparent in the radio trancnissions with roquasts for Fast Mover Zooke and the
reasons tacy were not able to launch. Also during Lhis tiume the status and
rumber of Pave Nail oquipped aircraft was confused and coordination through
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Combat Operations everiually ciraiphioncd this outs Pave Kail C7 did RTB
p = - T i - . e 1 L] -
at 1500L ard he passed a vory adeurate loention of the downed erowmenber.

idls Sandy 07 & 02 were scheiuled Jor retation from Da Nang buock to NKP
and they were used to relicve Zandy 09 & 10. They arrived in the area 2t
approximately 1630L and Sandy 11 then assumed on-scene command from Sandy 09

12, During the pericd 1530L to 1200L many reguests for ordnance vere
relayed through King and the ordnarce was appnarently not aveilable. Pave
Neil FACs were scheduled through-out the night and they would be assuming
on-3cene commande

13+ An additional Smoke flirhy +ron Launched, Smoke 42 & 43 at Blue Chin's
e e

request and they were airborne v 1830L. Sandys and Jollys on-zcene RTB'd
at night fall and rocovered at (P between 1825L and 1840L.

l4e During the night contaet was maintained with Ashean O A by the Nail ¥AC
on~-scene-commanders., However the ordnince which had been requested by King
vas not avallable, or not coordinazed, until appreximetely 0200, 11 December.
I uas delricfed at 220CL by the Lfirst Pave Nail On-scene commanior during the
night and he had received no ordnance.

15s The first=light effort w'o coordinated locally and briefine for gll
aircrews was set for 0330L, 11 December. Take-off times wero cotablisled

g0 the forccs could be over the swurvivor et first-licht., These forces
included 4 Sandy aircraft, 4 Jolly Grocns, a Pave Nail FAC, and a wvisual FAC,
Smoka aircraft were also on ground alerd at this time. ;

16. All forces arrived in the survivers area at approximately 0550L.
Weather was reported as still on the irces, good voice contact was again
established with Achean 01 A

17, Fast Mover Smoke was launched at 0650L. Smoke pilots here were alerted
but not utilized.

13, Jolly Green 30 reported visual contact with Ashean Ol B at 0710L,
reported to be inactive and J.C. 30 comtinued to Ashcan OL A positions A P.J,
was put on the ground and the surviver was successfully picked up at

O717L. A1l SAR forces RTB'd to [P at 0725L.

.

19« Swrvivor and all forces reeovercd at NP at Q735L, _SAR terminated.

20. The Pave Najl FiCs and their oquirrent capabilities and limitations must
be briefed to all concerned apencicc. Tais equipment can now enable the SAR
forces to continue their efforis throushout the right to isolate the survivor
from hostile forcess The capszbility to accurately locate the survivor's
position is invaiuable during a prolomged SiR such as this one,

Wy 4

CRAIG Vo MILLER, Major, USAF

SARCO, lst 508
et N R
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Sandy 01 flight was scranbled -or cockpit alert at 03207 10 Dec¢. Prior
to reaching the aircraft, Sandy O1 riizht reccived o launch order, and
instructed Sandy Throe end Four to assumo cockpit alert. At 03307 Xing
passed coordinates to Sendy One indicating that tiie SAR scene was in an
extremely hign threat area, and Sazudy 01 requested immedlate launch of
Sandy Three flight, BLU-52, CBU=-4%, ancd CBU-42. Sandy O1 :‘.'li.ght wes aire
‘borne at 03392 vith some difficulty cxpericnced in the arming area with
a alow- ai:ming crev.,

Szndy Q1 flight rendezvoused with ¥edl 49 end Nail 43 s Who had taken
on-scene command at the time ;he dovned sirereflt, Asﬁ?n 01, (P-105F) hod
beon hit by & Sif, Fail 49 briefed Suady O1 on the erea, defences, and
E & E sreas, The survivor was in higk pround just west of the center of
Mu Ghia Pasg, end the immediate ares was coverad'with a.solid low clouzd
deck. Sandy 01 took on-sceno commend and verified Ashcan Ols approximate
position using UHF himiag culs provided by the Nails and by flying low
over the clouds until the surviver heard the A-1 direcetly overhead.

Sendy 01 then attempted to Lly over tho survivor under the clcuds.
Ceilings deteriorated from approximately 300 fect within ten KM of the
su;vivor down to zero &t a point approximately two klicks short of
his position. Sandy 01 and 02 woerc forced te pull up and then fly back
down through the pass 1{4501f in order to avoid the wsather-obscured high
ground to the North.

AY this time it was decided that A-1s could not hope to operate velow

the clouds, but that the high ground eppeared free of any enexy activity

g L
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It wes decided by Saniy €1 cad Jolly Green 52 that the Jolly would attempt
to search the srea under the ¢louds alone, It was at this time that the
capabilities of the Pavenail 0V~<10 were utilized, and this system contributed
significantly to whet was to bec a very different kind of SAR. Nall 07,
Pavenall equipped, joined on Sandy O1's wing and was led over the survivoer
above the weather. Nail 07 thus obtainad a LORAN loecation which could
serve as a permanent roference for ontirc SAR force, Nail 07 then vectored
Jolly 52 in above the clouds, zllowing the Jolly to zero its doppler gear
on the same fix,

This entire process took only fifteca minutes, ead saved veluable time
in the search which followed. JG52 then began what was to be & seven hour
search in the westher. Smndy asted as radio relay batweon the Jolly and
Ashecan 01. Nail 07 continuad ©o 22t a8 g sort of airborne GCI site for
the Jolly, using the Pavenall Lorzm cad UHF héming,

Further checks with Ashean 01 dctorsnined that he had a broken arm and
leg injury. He hed two survival radios, and checks were made of each.

He also had his flarcs end gyrojet. At one point, JG52 located a para=
chute and asked Ashean to pop a clole. It was later determined thet the
chute had been a flare chute and was located some 3-4 kliﬂlﬁs Southwest
of the survivort's actual position., /Mlso during thls time, the Jolly
received small arms fire from 2 point near the rim of the.pass well SW
of Ashcan's position. A single gyrojét round was requested by Ss=ndy 01
and Ashcan, fired. However the rociot did not appear to ¢lear the

cloads.

GONHBENFAL
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Juring oue of JG52%'z efforic to locato a closer break in the wdercast,

a SR woaraing was broadenst and

o
6]

‘niy U1 observed the SAY tracking JG52
ond Sendy O1. Thae mizaile brole out cbove clouds, passed directly under
JG52, continued on toward Sandy 01, and roenterod the clouds telow
without detenating. Jin walmewn nwsber of SAM's and ur.gu.;xded rockets
wore fired at the SiR force cnd Lt's Ironhand and MIG~cap cover. These
firings continued into the night.

Sandy 01 flight reached fuel bingo ot epproximately 0200Z, end briefed
Sendy 01 flight. JG52 end 53 wero trading off on the low-altitude search,
cue searching while the cther rotwned to Xing to refuel. Sandy 01 -
passe& cormwand to Sandy 11 Ilichs, wihc bedded down the survivor for ;
the night. Strikeos wore pui into the pzss areca all night, and Nail FACs
meintained constant radio contact with Achean 01, A-1's delivered BLU-

22 onto the route structure during the poriod,

The first light effort was launchcd et 23102 with Sandy 01 end Sandy
03 flights, end the same JG crous from the previous days in JG 30 (52) and
JG 53. It was hoped that veather would perzit an A-1 escorted plckup, but
again, the ceilings were on the itreotons. S01 showed SO02 and S03 *+he
susvivors general locatioa, end 1211 07 cgain vectored ;J'G 30 in for a
doppler update. Sandy 01 medo sn attenot to fly over the surviror under
the clouds, but was -for.-:cd to turn around anproximately 1500 moters west
of his position. Ou egress, S01 cacountered ground fire from the seame
location that had hit the Jolly the ey bofore, snd SO1 silenced thls
fire with a rocket/20:2/7,62 pass.

JG30 agein began the treetop s";a::'ch, end it became evident to Nail 07
and Sandy 01 thet the originel doppler fix was well southesome 1100 meters—

of the survivor.
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JG30 therefore Segen wolling Lorih, wid discovered Ashean 01 Bravo, wihose
body was henglng in hils poasasiuie, Docause Achean 01 Alpha could hear the
Jolly's rotor for the first tine in the SAR; it was decided to move toward
his pesition without attenptianl to recover Bravoe., Alpha was located

soma 200 metera to the North, end e 27 brought him on boerd at approximately
0000Z. High winds provented JG3I0 from turning around to the south, ond

a backwards hover movement wes imposzible dus to the lack of visability.
Taerefore, no further offort wus mails to recover Brave's body.

JThis SAR saw remarkablo assiuizace readered to the Sandy/Jolly force by
the Nails of the 23rd TAZ2S, Thelr initicl work in locating the surviver
and their assistance to S01 in comrunicating with Ashcen 01 was
invalugble, 25 were the PAVINIIL contributions of Nail OT in guiding
gireraft to the survivor. Althouzh soriouna problems were encountered in
obtalning adequato zrez denial ordacnce from BLUE CHIP, the Neils did
succeed in saturating'the pasz area frem Dolta 29 to Delta 30 for the
twelve houUrs between swizet end scuirise. Nail 49 continued to éirect
strikes during the first high c¢fforts ilo SA4s wore fired during the
three hour pickup effort, indicating the probable effect of ths nirht's
ctrikes,

Any further SAR should inciude a request for a PAVENAIL, and tho systems
contribution increeses with detoriorating weathor. It should bs noted
that A-1 IFR deldvery ol BLU-5Z is ccmpiotely feasible using the PAVENAIL
as lead-in,

The Ashcan 07 SAR sav a lot ol tconworl and coordiaation, bubt iis yeal
success rest with two Jolly Greens who hovored wnmescorted in ruggzed terrain

for almost seven hours. Vissbllitics dwring this period generally
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more difficult than the others, were unusual for some reason, or resulted

in proposed changes in concepts and tactics.

Ashcan 01

On the morning of 10 December 1971, Ashcan 01, an F-105G out of Korat
RTAFB, was downed by a SAM in the Mu Gia Pass. The pilot, Major Robert E.
Belli, had received launch indications and had started evasive action when
his aircraft was hit. The aircraft went immediately out of control and Major
Belli called for the backseater to get out while he (Major Belli) went for
his ejection handles, Major Belli recalled that the negative "G" forces
made it almost impossible to reach the handles, but "I do remember finally

65/
grabbing them. And that's all I do remember until I woke up on the ground.

Major Belli's impact with the trees was so great that his parachute
was torn in half and he was completely separated from the shroud lines.
When he awoke, approximately 15 minutes after his ejection, he discovered
that he had a badly broken arm and a dislocated knee. The injuries
immobilized him and, in his own words, "I knew that I was going to stay
right there until either they rescued me or something else happened."éﬁ/

Word was received at NKP on Ashcan 01's plight at 1027, and the Jolly
Greens were scrambled with Jolly Green 52 to act as low aircraft. When the
Jolly Greens arrived at the scene, it was learned that neither the QV-10
Nail FAC nor the Sandy had been able to locate the survivor due to poor

weather. In the immediate area of the survivor, the weather was completely

58
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overcast with bases of the clouds extending to the ground. Winds were
from the northeast, gusting to over 30 knots.gz!

Jolly Green 52 located a hole in the clouds about three miles south-
west of the survivor and descended below the overcast. Each attempt to head
north toward the survivor was met with a wall of clouds and on many occa-
sions, while looking for a clear route, the helicopter was forced to climb up
through the clouds. Attempts from the north were barred by 6,000-foot
mountains, while the ridge that the survivor was on precluded attempts from

68/
the west,

At one time, a SAM passed within 200 feet of Jolly Green 52 and on
four other occasions, the Jolly received hits from automatic groundfire
after drifting over Mu Gia Pass. Another flight of Jolly Greens arrived
in the area and became the target for several SAM firings. As the after-
noon progressed, weather conditions worsened in the area and it was decided
at 1730 to call off the SAR effort for the day. Sandy gave Ashcan 0] bed-
down instructions and insured him that the SARTF would be back first thing
the next morning., With the weather and the approaching darkness, the
survivor allowed that there was not much that could be done about it and
he settled down for the night awaiting first ]ight.gg/

The Sandys and the Jollys held a meeting at NKP that night to discuss
the best method of operation for the next day's effort. It was determined

at that time that there just was no better way to do it except wait for the

weather to improve. Later that night, however, Major Kenneth Ernest, the

59
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pilot of Jolly Green 52 scheduled for the Jolly Green Low position the follow-

ing morning, called a meeting of his crew to brief a tactic that had never
70/
been tried before. Major Ernest told the author:

We just decided to go tn in the weather--in a hover
right on the trees. Everyone was briefed on just how

T wanted our position passed. We knew at times that
there would just be one person who would have sight of
a tree, and everybody else would be IFR and I would just
fly on that one person. If someone sighted something

on one side of the airplane or in the rear he would say
"elear" in that area. That would mean he had something
in sight then he would start giving "move left five feet"
and I'd have my eyes out front hoping I could catch
something. And then we would leap to it and wait for
something else to clear in front and then leap to that
tree,

The SARTF arrived back on the scene at 0545, 11 December, and awaited
first light. Major Ernest's crew in Jolly Green 30 (Jolly Low) secured a
doppler fix from over the survjvor's position to aid in returning to him
and, since the weather was about the same as the day before, Jolly Green
30 descended through a hole in the clouds and began searching. Beginning
his run-in to Ashcan 01 from about two miles southwest, Major Ernest was
IFR and required assistance in locating the survivor. The assistance was
provided by a Sandy and a Pave Nail. The Sandy orbited behind the Jolly
Green and provided headings for the Jolly through direction finder
cuts with the survivor. The Pave Nail orbited 90 degrees off the Jolly's
track and monitored the angle between DF cuts on the survivor and on the

71/
Jolly.
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In this manner, Jolly Green 30 slowly made its way from tree to tree
toward Ashcan 01 ATpha: Along the way, the parachute of Ashcan 01 Bravo
(the backseater) was discovered. A flight surgeon aboard Jolly Green 30
determined that the man (who had by then been hanging in his parachute
harness for over 20 hcufs, suspended in a tree, with the wind causing
him to swing against the tree trunk) was not alive. An unenviable decision
had to be made at that time by Major Ernest. To.retrieve the body would reauire
lowering a PJ on Jolly Green 30's only penetrator., With the gusting winds
making the helicopter difficult to control, this meant risking the life of
the PJ and losing the penetrator.' Without the penetrator the mission would
have to be aborted, and with Ashcan 01 Alpha calling out that he was just
a short distance away, Major Ernest elected to continue to the survivor.

12/
In discussing the decision he made, Major Ernest recalled thinking:

+ v « What happens if I lower the PJ doum there--
we only have one penetrator. . . what happens tf I
get him or the penetrator stuck down there in the
trees? We would have to abort the whole mission
because we wouldn't have a penetrator to pick up
Alpha. That's one thing--also risking the Llife of
the PJ going after a dead man, that's the second
thing, Also~-here's a live man. Let's get him.
Let's get him right now.

The coordination between the Jolly, the Pave Nail, and the Sandy
resumed as Jolly Green 30 continued to inch its way toward Alpha until
a hover was established over Major Belli. Approximately one hour had
been:spent in mostly IFR weather for Jolly Green 30 to move the two
mifés or so to Ashcan 01 Alpha, Major Belli described the pickup from

73/
nis vantage point on the ground:
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