- 0
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The rain and winds were still gusty, and I could

see the clouwd wover right over the top of the trec
canopy. Anyway, Lhey finally got over me, and they
acked tf I wanled a PJ to come down. I told them I
guessed one had better since I wasn't in much of a
condition to help myself. Actually, they sent two
down, which was probably lucky because I think it
took both of them to get me on the penetrator. It
was kind of funny, because I could see the penetrator
with the PJs coming dowm, and I could see the bottom
of the helicopter, but the top of it was in the
elouds. I thought that chopper pilot must be having
one helluva tough time trying to hover there, with
the gusty winds, and him just about I7i., Anyway,
they got me on the penetrator and pulled me aboard.

Major Ernest, who won the Aviation/Space Writers'Association Helicopter
Heroism Award for his part in the Ashcan 01 Alpha rescue, gave much of the
credit to Major Belli. The importance of the actions taken by the survivor
was emphasized when iiajor Ernest said, "I didn't make the pickup. The guy
on theé ground helped so damn much. His veciors—mstuff 1ike that, trying
to get me to him--little helpful hints on what the area looked like, what
to Took for."ZE/

The rescue of Ashcan 01 Alpha marked the first time an IFR recovery
had been made. Several observations and suggestions resulted from the
operation. Some of these were:zg/

1. An LNRS nighf pickup was considered but prevented by the weather
in the area the night of the 10th.

2. The modified doppler on the LNRS aircraft proved to be very accu-

rate and it was recommended that all HH-53 helicopters be so equipped.
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3. The Pave Nail FACs used on the mission proved that the aircraft
could be a very important part of the rescue force,

4. Using the same Jolly Green crews for the continuation of the
mission the next day worked very well., It was recommended that this be

made a standard procedure.

?aicon 74

Due to fuel starvation, the crew of Falcon 74--an F-4D from Udorn
RTAFBw-was forced to eject on 18 December 1971. Both Alpha and Bravo
landed safely near the NVN-Laotian border, found cover, and awaited
rescue. Soon after, an Air Amerca pilot located their position and passed
it on to the arriving SARTF. The Sandys reported both chutes in sight, but
with approaching darkness and poor weather conditions, it was decided to
await first light heforg attempting a reﬁcue. The survivors were given
_instructions to maintain radio contact through the night and wait for the
SARTF to return the following morning.2§!

The Sandys were on the scene early on the morning of 19 December
and informed the crew that tﬁe Jolly Green was coming in to make the pick-
up. Since Alpha had reported people near him, Jolly Green 62 was positioned
to pick him up first. While maneuvering to pick Alpha up, the helicopter
received several rounds of automatic fire in its right engine which almost
resulted in loss of the aircraft. Jolly Green 62 was able to Teave the area
and was escorted by two A-1s to an alternate aiﬁfie1d. The remaining Sandy

?egan calling in airstrikes to neutralize the area while awaiting replacement
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away from the pilot., The
next morning an A-1 Sky-
raider made visual con-
tact . with  Belli
HH-53 went in for the
YV 0rEL T s

RESCUE

L

Flghter i
bombers kept the enemy

ond an'

Deputy Dir c'rdr of Red
quirements 4n an. offncer
exchonge program He';

{right),
408,

George 'Ransom
Commander, Det

| 3504th - Recruiting Gp in

New Orleans So what's

._DAD DID

1% they heiped create’
.oll hme IOwI fc:tclﬂy_

in' Vietnam. Théy trans-
ported more than a mil-
1 lion pints of blood from

the US to Southeast Asia,

‘The Stardifter Fleet was the
‘backbone of the Military

Airlift Command’s supply
line of troops and corgo
from'America to Southeast
A siial. Astronaguts, home
from their moon travels,
have been flown from the
Pacific to Texas in the
Starlifter. The fleet has
now omassed more than 3-
million flying hours, set-
ting safety records at
every turn. Cheers.




Decernber 24, 1971

SEVENTH AIR FORCE NEWS'

Downed fighter pllot
plucked from jungle

U.S. Air Force Phdo by Sgt Martin Cavazos

Major Belli is carried from the HH-53 helicopter following his rescue

second batch

12 more C-7s go home

TAN SON NHUT -- One of the most
dramatic air rescues in recent months
took place in Laos recently when an
Air Force F-105 Thunderchief pilot
was retrieved after his aircraft was
downed by a surface to air missile

(SAM) near the Mu Gia Pass.

A harrowing 20 hours for the pilot
on the ground in Laos preceded his
rescue. A second crewmember aboard
the Thunderchief is listed as missing in
action.

The pilot, Maj. Robert E. Belli, was
supporting an interdiction mission
about eight miles northwest of the
pass when his aircraft was downed by
a SAM from the North Vietnamese
side of the border. Search and rescue
(SAR) units were immediately notified
of the crash and sped to the area.

The major had successfully ejected
and the SAR force found him in
hostile territory. Air Force SAR
aircraft established both voice and
beeper contact with the pilot of the
downed aircraft, who reported he was
in a secure position although enemy
troops were in the area.

Due to the deterioration of the
weather, SAR aircraft were unable to
extract the pilot before darkness, and
he spent the night on the ground. He
reported he had a broken arm and
possibly a broken leg but there was
little the rescue force could do for him
until the weather broke. The major did
report however, that he had not been
detected by the enemy and that he
had a complete survival kit before the
decision to postpone the rescue was
made.

Throughout the night, an orbiting
HC-130 kept in contact with the
major, at the same time searching for

some sign of the second man
F-105 crew, while Air

fighter-bombers kept the enem
reaching the pilot.

The rescue force was bac
following morning, and at 8:1
one of the A-1 Skyraiders re
seeing the major and led an H
Super Jolly Green Giant to the a

One helicopter made the |
while another stood by, ready 1
over should the first Jolly Greer
under enemy fire. Suppressive 1
the supporting aircraft allowe
helicopter to make the pickup -
first try. MSgt. Leon Fullwc
pararescue specialist, was lowere
the heavily wooded area on the
penetrator. He helped the ir

Major Belli onto the device ar
two were hoisted to the ho
HH-53. Capt. William L. Burn
the flight surgeon aboard the
Green, treated Major Belli’s inju
the return flight to base.

After the successful rescue,
Belli explained that there had |
jolt and his F-105 aircraft lost al
immediately and banked sharp
bailed out,” the major said,
landed on a hillside in deep jun
was the longest and loneliest ni
my life. I can’t thank the rescu
enough. Hearing, the choppers n
it was the greatest sound I'wi
heard.”

Other members of the crew
HH—-53 making the rescue were
Kenneth E. Ernest, ai
commander; Capt. Joel L. Sun
pilot; Sgt. John C. Repper,
engineer; and pararescuemen
Kelsey R. Adams and Sgt. P
Perry.
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U.$. Air Force Phdo by Sgt Martin Cavazos

Major Belli is carried from the HH-53 helicopter following his rescue

.econd batch

12 more C-7s go home

CAM RANH BAY - Twelve Air
orce. C-7 Caribou cargo aircraft
eparted here Dec. 10 on an

D00-mile journey across the Pacific
3 the United States, -

The aircraft, all from the 483d
actical Airdift Wing at Cam Ranh

jd ARRGp saves
31 last month

TAN SON NHUT - November
urned out to be a busy month for the
nen assigned to the units of the 3d
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery
sfoup (ARRGp) headquartered here.

The 3d ARRGp was credited with
aving 37 lives during November, 33 of
hese under combat conditions. This
mings the total pumber of saves
ecorded by the rescue units in
southeast Asia to 3,403, of which
1,303 were combat saves.

The busiest unit of the 3d ARRGp
luring November was the 37th
‘erospace Rescue and Recovery
squadron  (ARRS) at Da Nang
\irfield. Flying HH-53 Super Jolly
sreen Giants, the 37th ARRS was
esponsible for 30 of the saves.

Commanded by Col. Warper A.
dritton, the 3d ARRGp registered its
irst save in December 1964. Since
hat time, it has twice been presented
he Presidential Unit Citation for
outstanding operatims in Southeast
Asia. In addition, it has been presented
the Air Force Qutstanding Unit award
ind the _Republic of Vietnam
Gallantry Cross-with Palm.

Bay, are being returned to the states
because of the increased airlift
capability of the Republic of Vietnam
Air Force {(VNAF) and a reduction in
the airlift workload of the US. Air
Force in the war zone.

Some of the crew members of the
C-7s are 483d personnel scheduled for
stateside reassignment in December
and who volunteered to ferry the
aircraft home. Other are on temporary
duty and will return to Vietnam after
the flight.

Col. John 1. Daniel 111 is the mission
commander. He also was the mission
commander of the flight of 15
Caribous from the 483d that returned
to the United States in September.

Each of the 12 C-7s was equipped
with two 480-gallon fuel “ferry tanks™
and an extra }8-gallon il tank. Two
maintenance teams also are flying
ahead of the C-7s in C-130 Hercules
aircraft to provide rmaintenance
support at stops along the way.

The C-7 aircraft were tumed over to
the Air Force by the U.S. Army when
that service’s authority for fixed wing
transport aircraft was terminated in
1967. Since then the 483d has
operated the C-7s throughout the
Republic of Vietnam, earning the
unofficial nickname of the
“Compassionate Airline.” This tag was
in recognition of the wide variety of
people and materials it transported in
and out of Vietnam airstrips and
airfields.

The C-7, built by the Dehavilland
Corp. of Canada, became noted for its
short landing and takeoff capability
and was a prime mover of supplies into
remote camps
Vietnam.
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and firebases in
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HE apholiv wis g wvad e B . aas
reported he had a broken arm and
possibly a broken leg but there was
little the rescue force could do for him
until the weather broke. The major did
report however, that he had not been
detected by the enemy and that he
had a complete survival kit before the
decision to postpone the rescue was
made.

Throughout the night, an orbiting
HC-130 kept in contact with the
major, at the same time searching for

TYOS ShEv swatmeob mase —meaoas Gapst =

my life. I can’t thank the rescue guy
enough. Hearing, the choppers moving
it was the greatest sound I've ever
heard.”

Other members of the crew of the
HH—53 making the rescue were: Maj.
Kenneth E. Ernest, aircraft
commander; Capt. Joel L. Summers,
pilot; Sgt. John C. Repper, flight
engineer, and pararescuemen TSgt.
Kelsey R. Adams and Sgt. Paul C.
Perry.

5 B i

LS. ARir Force Photo by Sat Martin Cavazos -

The Jolly Green Giant crew, members of the 40th Aerospace Rescue
and Recovery Squadron, get together after the pickup for a celebration

Fast feet
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Maintenance men move ‘em

U-TAPAO RTN AIRFIELD,
Thailand — It’s a hard working bird
that flies five missions in 47 hours
with only 3% to 4% hours R&R (rest
and repairs) between sorties. Thanks
to Team 15 of the 3G7th
Organizational Maintenance Squadron
here, a particular B-52 Stratofortress
bomber recently acconylished this

. feat,- e Al ey

The team crew chief, SSgt. George
L. Badger, along with his two
assistances, Sgt. Danny J. Guillory and
Sgt. Thomas R. Issendorf,
accomplished some hard and fast
maintenance to make the quick
turn-arounds possible. Normally at
U-Tapao, the B-52s get 2 12 to 15
hour rest as opposed to about 36
hoursin the states. - o
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ARRS wraps up another year

25th anniversary
highlights 1971

HQ ARRS -~ "The mem and women of the
Aercspace Rescue and Recovery Service
have provided the Air Force, the na-
tion, and mankind with umparalleled
service., Its accomplishments are parti-
ailarly reflected by the gratitude of
the more than 22,000 pesople whose lives
have been saved,” commented Gen. John
D. Ryan, Chief of Staff, USAF, on the
25th smniversary of ARRS, March 13,
1971, 'The record of ARRS stands as an
inspiration to all those who serve
their comtry,"

1971 was a fitting culmination of 25
years of service to mankind, amd an
even better fomdstion for a successful
future, for it was a year with epic ac-
complishments that will be etched for-
ever in history.

In missions of umusual scope and di-
versity , ARRS crews saved the lives of
250 men in Southeast Asia and 482 mem
ad wamen throughout other areas of the
world, They will long remember ARRS as
m exmmple of a selfless attitude that
reflects the high valuve the people of
the United States have always placed on
human life, ARRS crews not only saved
lives, but served as unofficial good-
will smbassadors te all nations of the
world.

Three times in less than nine months
ARRS pararescuemen parachuted to Russ-
ian vessels far out in the sea to as-
sist sick or injured sailors in criti-
cal condition. The 57th ARRSq at lajes
Airfield, Azores, and the 304th ARRSq
(Reserves) at Portland Intemnatiomal
Airport, Ore., flew hundreds of miles
over the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans in
respouse to these pleas for help.

SEE..ARRS WRAPS UP Poge 3

Italians honor Det 10

AVIANO AB, ftaly -- Det. 10, 40th
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Wing at
Aviano AB has been honored by the Ital-
isn International Organization of Maum~
tain Spirit.

The organization, an official agency
of the government of Italy, awarded the
detachment with The Order and Star of
the Thistle (Cardo).

SEL..DET 10 HONORED Poge &
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PJs jump in Pacific,
save Caribou pilot
pinned in cockpit

HQ ARRS -« Two Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Service pararescuemen saved
Air Force pilot (Dec, 19) when his C-7
Caribou was foroed to ditch in the Pa-
cific Ocean southwest of San Francisco
after a flight from Hawaii,

TSgt. Lewls Craig and SSgt. Michael
Fish jumped from am HH-53 Super Jolly
Green Giant to rescue the pilot, Capt.
Donald Hendersom, from the cockpit of
his sinking aircraft.

The cargo plane, originally from Cam
Ranh Bay AB, Republic of Vietnam, was
part of a flight of 12 C-7s enroute to
the U,5, for maintenance. The flight
had stopped at Hickam AFB, Hawaii, and
was enroute to Lan AFB, Va., with a
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Rescue saves F-105 pilot in Laos

TAN SON NHUT AB, RVN -- One of the most dramatic air rescues in recent months
took place in Laos (Dec. 11) when an Adr Force F-105 Thunderchief pilot was re-
trieved after his aircraft was downed by a surface to air missile (SAM) near the

Mua Gia Pass.

A harrowing 20 hours for the pilot on the ground in Laocs preceded his rescue,

The pilot, Maj. Robert E. Belli, was
supporting an interdiction mission a-
bout eight miles northwest of the pass
on Dec, 10 when his aircraft was downed
by a SAM from the North Vietnamese side
of the border.

The 39th and 40th Aerospace Rescue
and Recovery Squadrans wers immediately
notified of the crash and sped to the
area,

The major had successfully ejected
and the search and rescue (SAR) force
of HH-53 Super Jolly Green Giants and
HC-130 Hercules found him in hostile
territory,

The SAR aircraft established both
voice and beeper contact with the pilot
of the domed aircraft, who reported he
was in a securs position although enemy
troops were in the area.

Due to deteriorating weather, the
SAR aircrsft were umable to extract the
pilot before dariness, and he spent the
night on the ground.

He reported he had a broken am and
a possible broken leg but there was
little the rescue force could do for
him until the weather broks.
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CAPT, ALVIA W. MOORE (1, r,

raturms to
Bien Hoa A8, Republic of Vietnam, after
his successful rescues from hostlle ter-
ritery, Capt. Stephen Tyler, |, was the

alrcraft commander of the HH«53 Suoer
Jolly Grean Giant that made the rescue.
SEE PAGE 4 FOR STORY.




...ARRS wraps up

Also in the Pacific area, a 31st AR~
RSq crew rtescued 25 cChinese off the
ooast of the Philippines when their
merchant vessel was swamped and the
crew forced to abandom ship.

Earlier in the year, the 55th ARRSq
(mow at Eglin AFB, Fla.), McCoy AFB,
saved the life of a sailor aboard a Li-
berian oil tanker 800 miles east of
Puerto Rico; Dets 10 amd 11, 43rd ARRSq
Laredo and Laughlin AFB's, Tex., res-
pectively, assisted the Mexican govern-
ment to evacuate 19 victims of a flash
flood in northem Mexico, and flew Mex-
ican government cfficials in order that
they might survey the stricken areas; a
S4th ARRSg HC-130 crew at Pease AFB,
N.H., tramsported surgical clips from
the U,5. to Keflavik, Iceland, and were
credited with saving a neurcosurgery pa-
tient's life; the 3lst ARRSq again res-
ponded to a call for help from four
Taiwan fishing boats that had nm a-
ground and capsized, saving the lives
of 23 fishermen; the 33rd ARRSq, Kadena
AB, Okinawa, saved 10 Filipinos when the
ship, Yakal, was in distress; another
flash flood in morthemn Mexico amd this
time Det, 10, 43rd ARRSq airlifted 01
stranded pecple to safety; and two PJs
from the 4lst ARRSq, Hamilton AFB, Cal-
if., saved the 1life of a C-7 Caribou
pilot forced to ditch in the Pacific
Ocean off the California coast,

Apollo missions, 14 and 15, found
ARRS men mmd aircraft stationed around
the world ready to respond in event the
missions encountered difficulty.

Total APRRS support during the var-
ious stages of the Apollo 15 missiem
involved 16 aircraft at six locations
and more than 200 personmel. This res-
cue force provided launch site, laumch
abort, secondary and comtingency land-
ing area, and planned end of mission
support for the Apollo 1S mission.

Early in 1871, prior to the Apollo
14 mission, ARRS crews successfully de-
monstrated their emergency Apollo re-~
covery capability when they picked up
three simulated astromauts from an
Apollo capsule mockup 520 miles off the
east coast of Florida during the night.

Brig. Gen. Frank K. Everest, .Jr.,
commander, ARRS, explained thatr test
proves ARPS has "an efficient and ef-
fective means of recovering astronauts
who are forced to abort a mission in
the first crucial minutes after launch,
whether during the might or day.”

In support of NASA's space program,
Det, 21, 43rd ARRSq at Ellingtom AFB
Tex., is respomsible for the astronauts
safety during their training in the Lu-
nar Landing Training Vehicle (LLTV). In
January 1971, the unit's HH-43 was m
the scene just 15 seconds after a NASA
pilot was forced to eject from the LLTV
because of electrical power loss.

With the organization of the 1550th
Aircrew Training and Test Wing at Hill
AFB, Utah, ARRS is now responsible as
manager of the school, which includes
the consolidated Air Force helicopter,
the HC-130 specialized aircrew, and the
pararescue training schoels,

1971 found new ARRS aircraft enter-
ing both the active and reserve umits,

HH=1 Huevys began to replace some of

the HH-43 Pedros in the ARRS local base
Tescie mission, and several of the re-
serve rescue squadrons received HH-34
helicopters to replace the amphibiocus
HJ-16 Albatross.

crews once again flew history-
making transoceanic flights to replace
older existing resources with new and
more advanced aircraft. :

Early last year, HH-53Cs flew 9,000
miles from Eglin AFB to Da Nang Adr-
field, Vietnam, to replace HH-53Bs, and
in November two HH-53Cs flew from Pease
AFB to Woodbridge AB, Emgland, to re-
place the 67th ARRSq's HH-3 Jolly Green
Giants.

Some HH-53s were equipped with a
night recovery system, giving a new ca-
pability to our rescus crews to extract
downed persormel in a combat emviron-
ment 24 hours a day.

Late in 1970, two ARRS detachments
joined three Army units in a joint De-
partments of Defense and Transportation
test program. Dets 15 and 22, 42nd AR-
RSq, Luke AFB, Ariz., and Moumtain Home
AFB, Idaho, respectively, made their
HH-43s available te victims of civilian
emergencies in a test of the Military
Assistance for Safety in Traffic (MAST)
program. The test program was origimal-
ly scheduled to end Dec. 31, 1970, but
was extended twice, until Dec, 1, 1971,
when the program ended. During that
time, the two detachments flew 37 mis-
sioms , which assisted 73 people and
saved 32,

And what of the people in ARRS.

For the first time in the history ot
a rescue unit, a WAF joined a detach-
men as an aircrew member, Although as-
signed to Loring AFB, Maine, medical
facility, AIC Marilyn Pierce volunteer-
ed to work as a medical technician with
Det. 10, 42nd there.

Maj. Travis Wofford, now assigned to
the 1550th, was presented the 1970
Cheney Award for his heroic actioms in
Vietnam.

Maj. James L. McAfee, Det. 11, 43rd
ARRSq, received the Air Force Associa-
tion's Citation of Honor in recognition
of his outstanding skill and courage as
a helicopter pilot in Vietnam.

And TSgt. Lawrence Wellington, with
the 1550th, was selected as one of the
Air Force's Outstanding Airmen of 1971,
A PJ, he was on the Son Tay missiom.

And what other impressive awards
have ARRS crews received--sometimes no
more than a heartfelt handshake and a
thanks, the most satisfying reward--and
sometimes a letter.

One thankful father wrote, after a
1550th crews saved his son's life, "We
are so grateful! Whenever we see or
hear a helicopter in the air over this
valley, we'll thamk God for their nre-
sence and we'll sleep better at night,
knowing there are such fine young men
serving the U.S. Air Force."

And one appreciative wife, whose
jqusband was rescued from an enemy in-
fested jungle in SEA by an ARRS crew,
relayed in a Christmas message to a
friend, "'This Christmas will be a most
happy one--thanks to God and the Jolly
fireen Giants."

MAJ, ROBERT £. BELL!I, an F=105 pliot,
shot down ovar Laos, 1s carried off the
rescue hellcopter which saved him from
possible capture or death after 20
hours on the ground in enemy territory.

...5ave pilot in Laos

The major did report however, that
he had not been detected by the enemy
and that he had a complete survival kit
before the decision to postpone the
rescue was made.

Throughout the night, an orbiting
HC-130 kept in contact with the major,
while Air Force fighter-bombers kept
the enemy from reaching the pilot.

The rescue force was back on the
morning of Dec, 11. At 8:11 a.m., one
of the A-1 Skyraiders reported seeing
the major and led an HH-53 Super Jolly
GCreen Ciant to the area.

One helicopter made the pickup while
another stood by, to take over
should the first Super Jolly Green
Giant ¢ome under enemy fire. Suppres-
sive fire by the supporting aircraft
allowed the helicopter to make the
pickup on the first try.

MSgt. Leon Fullwood, a pararescue-
man, was lowered into the heavily wood-
ed area on the jungle penetrator. He
helped the injured major onto the de~
vice and the two were hoisted to the
hovering HH-53.

Capt. William L., Bumer III, the
flight surgeon aboard the Super Jolly
Green Giant, treated Major Belli's in-
juries on the retumn flight to base,

After the successful rescue, Major
Belli indicated there was a jolt and
his F~105 aircraft lost altitude imme-
diately and banked sharply.

"I bailed ocut,” the major said, "and
landed an a hillside in deep jungle. It
was the longest and loneliest might of
my life,

"I can't thank the rescue guys
mnough. Hearing the choppers moving
in was the greatest sound I've aver
heard," )

Other members of the HH-53 crew mak-
ing the rescue were: Maj. Kemmeth E,
Ernest, aircraft commander; Capt. Joel
L. Summers, copilot; Sgt. John C. Rep-
per, flight engineer; and TSgt. Kelsey
R, Adams, and Sgt. Paul C. Perry, para-
rescuemen.,






