
- 

The rain and winds were still gusty, and I could 
;;ec the cloud cpvcr right over the top of tht. trcc 
canopy. Anywaj, they finally got over me, and tholl 
asked if 1 wantk:d a PJ to come down. I told them I 
guessed one had better since I wasn't in much of a 
condition to help myself. Actually, they sent two 
down, which was probably lucky because I think it 
took both of them to get me on the penetrator. It 
was kind of funny, because I could see the penetrator 
with the PJs coming down, and I could see the bottom 
of the helicopter, but the top of it was in the 
clouds. I thought that chopper pilot must be having 
one helluva tough time trying to hover there, with 
the gusty winds, and him just about 1.:;;. Anyway, 
they got me on the penetrator and pulled me aboard. 

Major Ernest, who won the Aviation/Space Writers' Association Helicopter 

Heroism Award for his part in the Ashcan 01 Alpha rescue, gave much of the 

credit to Major Belli. The importance of the actions taken by the survivor 

was emphasized when Najor Ernest said, "I didn't make the pickup. The guy 

on the ground helped so damn much. His vectors--stuff like that, trying 

to get me to him--little helpful hints on what the area looked like, what 
74/ 

to look for." 

The rescue of Ashcan 01 Alpha marked the first time an IFR recovery 

had been made. Several observations and suggestions resulted from the 
75/ 

operation. Some of these were: 

1. An LNRS night pickup was considered but prevented by the weather 

in the area the night of the 10th. 

2. The modified doppler on the LNRS aircraft proved to be very accu-

rate and it was recommended that all HH-53 helicopters be so equipped. 
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3. The Pave Nail FACs used on the mission proved that the aircraft 

could be a very important part of the . rescue force. 

4. Using the same Jolly Green crews for the continuation of the 

mission the next day worked very well. It was recommended that this be 

made a standard procedure. 

Falcon 74 

Due to fuel starvation, the crew of Falcon 74--an F-4D from Udorn 

RTAFB--was forced to eject on 18 December 1971. Both Alpha and Bravo 

landed safely near the NUN-Laotian border, found cover, and awaited 

rescue. Soon after, an Air Amerca pilot located their position and passed 

it on to the arriving SARTF. The Sandys reported both chutes in sight, but 

with approaching darkness and poor weather conditions, it was decided to 

await first light before attempting a rescue. The survivors were given 

instructions to maintain radio contact through the night and wait for the 

LI 
SARTF to return the following morning. 

The Sandys were on the scene early on the morning of 19 December 

and informed the crew that the Jolly Green was coming in to make the pick-

up. Since Alpha had reported people near him, Jolly Green 62 was positioned 

to pick him up first. While maneuvering to pick Alpha up, the helicopter 

received several rounds of automatic fire in its right engine which almost 

resulted in loss of the aircraft. Jolly Green 62 was able to leave the area 

and was escorted by two A-ls to an alternate airfield. The remaining Sandy 

began calling in airstrikes to neutralize the area while awaiting replacement 
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,ec 71 

MISSION 	 :7;c 71 

FLIGHT 	 21,/,2 

.1shcan 01 is F-105 	 rt 

• 	• 	, L0CATI0N.: 4L. 6046 	ZLi PAsz.:,) 

SAV-.1.S: 1 CL3rLat 

At 10201. Udcrn time K.in 	 a 	- 	 :-rilmedely after- 
ward Ashcan 	was heard ch7.iniL 	Asncan 1 cr. 	 two such calls 
Ashcan 02 'began ca1Iin6 s';ing 
that following a SM. launch he lost cont,a.:1, with Asncan 01 	observed 4 
large Cloud of orange 	 21 inlmediaLo.ly reques%ec: 3:ne Joi.ly and 
sandy forces at NV' to be broght to cockpit alert. 	 ,:iitablistied a 
FajliCY of 282.8 with Ashcan 02 and a jiscre -„i; 	 invert 
controller 45. Ashcan 02 adv-Lsed he had 45 	fuel r:aning and would 
continue searching for Ashcan 01. A few minutes later Ashcan 02 reported 
hearing an intermittent beeper. - 

King 21 •rderd the launch of the 	:5AF 	re.:,udsted Lr,a hand, Llint, 
MIG CAP, Border Clearance, Tao Air, slow 	s,..pport, and upload of TOWCAn 
and ritaIzW. Tailaack 31 (ab-66) i.:nediately checked in to report on sta-
tion for the SAL. At 1035 hillsucro advised that all requests were approved 
and requested forces were either airborne, enroute or alerted. At tbiS time 
Nail 43 and 49 checked in as they moved into ,..he ,A.K area. 1 Nail 43 was des-
ignated On scene Conmander. A request for lauacn of two additional joilys 
and additional Sandys wala passtd with a request tb bring ao.ditnal Joilys 
to alert status, Kin 2:3 was launcned from Udor 1%o act as a T-ilnkef. _ 

104,5 	 aa-fAd, Tac 	f;A:-4t 	a.nd4aI. 7ACf..-; w.arc 
on scentwitft , replacemen“orces' topping of at tankers. Nail 4.3 
mlaioe contact-,,*itf. the SUrvivor and cor:firmed his ideriLity as Ashcan  t .  

gritemitt .S6t1i44M* 1 14.er6.fired at the'SA:m - fOroes and ra'dar 
isavi4351.11q kWillticonnfirwt in'the . area. 	- 

Weather In 'the SAr. area*was extreMely'poor.. 	survivor,rdlortedthat t 
bases of the cloud were as. low as 100 .  feet at;ove the tops . of the trees. -To - 
Mx the sirviVers'position the Sandys and 	tJok crosscut DI bearings . 
and attempted to track the survivors radio. A Pav ,., Nail was requested to 
mark' the survivors location. Sandy 01, King 21, 1nOTNail 4J discussed the 
situation. It was decided to allow *jolly 52,-dt his discretion, attempt to 
work up to the-survivor beneath tnd overcast. Numerous attempts were made, 
but weather conditions were such as to preclude Jolly 52 from reaching . the 
survivor. 
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It was determiried that the survivor'tied a 	-11 arm_ aryl 	 brooven 
leg, but 	 . 	wss. ,t 	 possessed . 4 

• . 

• 
• - 	. • 	 ' 	 ',1:7LVOr 

it was 	to 	t'rle 	t a . 	 • ' 	r.:. 	 Le sur- 
vivors po5i.tion, 	 mein roa,7i 
that he could 
and expended. 

During the remainder of T. 	C'ternnon 	71-  r 1. 

served with Iron 	 fo:r 	 ri 
total of 52 zlint, tLGL'a!t*? 	 ai„ 	 L 	 L'..nsir 
tankers. 	'1040i; King 21 turned ope.rrt-r_ional 	over.-  tc: 

King 22 launchtxi at. 0750:: toc ....;;;;01a anker - 	 ie con- 
tacted King 21 for informaich and were criefed 	nai.c.i 320/10 to 50 from 
CH 89 in case we w ,Dt...1.dt neeesn. King 23 was a .11•1 '4 1 3 	 ahen we 
arrived OS. King 22 monitored the prcgress 	 taking over as 
A!,!..0 at 1040Z. At that tir.le 	was 	 o„..ii0 	25. After 
talking with the survivor and Sandy 11, Nail 25 ecame C.:3C. King 21 talked 
with Nail 25 and recieve.d 	 rxttairlde.,.. of the night. 
We had monitored King 21's prt.iyious requests enc. 22 aJ.o reguested 
42 and 49 and additional LLD' 52 iliht on Lo -ran uipd aircraft ,every 
30 mirrutes for the retrAinder of the night, from JA-GK ancl Smoke 42 
and 1.3 	d in with 	 rtj. pttt: to wo.ck 41 tha1 25. Kio.g. T. was 
informed that 	 b 4'2 	Iron.:;fiand anc Lorder Cle:wrance 'for th 

,recainder of -the Ili 	'now er .we wc-J4. -.ild. have FLIG- OAP only 'Until 
InguireS with. JACK and MO0N.J.,,-Z;0.t.on t 	status o: our ordnanee'-teck -UeSt..s: .. *re::,.;.: 

1200Z King: 

King V scraibled at 10312 to hold nigh!:, Corzcap for Ashcarz: 01. Arrivedon - 
 ,scene and. assumed command at l2CO2, from King 22. on 'Scene. Commander waq,  

Pave Nail .  25. Weather over the survivor was 8/8. Pave Nail 25 -tiras re4ues-t-; , 
 ing CBLI 24/49 or GE3L1 24 as backup. There Was •rione on th'e way at this 

Advised by JACK at 1256Z that 1..-due. Chip could not get Loran equipped air— • 
craft and that we s'nould contact 	 for all resources. At .  1258Z Pave 
Nail 25 completed putting in Smoke 42/43 with -biA.1 52 and D-30. Pave Nran 
25 advised us that he needed Commando Nail for live nos. 235, 532 arid 405. 
King 27 advised MOC?CnizAto: and the advised Bennett; flight with Loran and CBI.) 
24 was inbound. Nail 25 worked Bennett flight and tin CH 89. Nail 09 as- , 
surd OSC. At this time there was no contact with Ashcan . 01A Liy Nail 09 	' 
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ler>. 	r - 	 to use 	-:Tscort -tee 	r.- -.teran 	7,7) ,  
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':"1 	• 	 . 	_ 
reeor-ee 	 eeee 	. 7:e.rte -1 

Lr. 
the SAR 	 eeeev 	 ' 	 20 

iutes -haeer 	, 	 and 
Miller f' 4 g..._t put 	ice 	 r t 	-f :ajle 1 	25Z Nail 
13 talked to surviver again.'ee re - orted 	 'eeer.her eying  
north but still overhead 	 Ire er-,ed ne 	,-et within 
about 1 3/4 miles 	 eea 	 in 
and streck line no. 532. :fee • • 	ie -: 	 •- . 	 -e:efig - ter 
flights and then rlir. -"ienter 	 '3 said 
weether was inero ,rine and a fr -. . -Lent e.rr 	 'be aele eo comejn .  
from the w-este 1q26.2 Bisen F-105 Iren hn declare an emergency 
due to severe vibrations. • - ositioe e-es ".11-3 .Viee::7 e, 2 503, fuel state 1.5.5. 
Bison 02 was wing mar. and made visual ..--F:e_e.2r.tori and found nothing. Bison 
01 landed safely at CH 89 at 1940.Z. At tie emergency was leciared King ." 

notif7;ed JACK and requested Pedro at CH 89. At 1945 Nail 18 assured 
0.SC. At 2020',.: Fenway 1 and 2 made its_ str:Ae ane Fenway 1 returned to 
lead in Caseer 1/2. At 2120Z Nail 18 reported weather imrroVing and 
survivor could see the moon. Gunfighter :.1 -2 flight ;east P.Tri'd with his 
load b Bite Chip. At 2140Z 1400Na.', M aevised Nail 18 that merit= to 	• 
heavy traffic was detedtede2 to 4 miles N of 	- .Gunfighter 90 ft 
which..had been di.rected to lS was returned and ' ,.4.eadein lead pok;; 'thee/ in 
on the aLove traffic. ,At a.bOu'f.-, 2220Z King 21 briefed and aesumed ssion 
eommander ee  ,..Sandy i/2 were airborne and .had the situation we ./Ti.evnder 

tike ling 27 . 11TE'd. ing 27 orbit wa$ on tno 1;.25 -rtediat7r%4 
ta 50AM of Cfl 89. At 14562 a SAM launch -was detetted:and"Sighted- 7 

41.l forces in the Area of thesurvivor. Their orbits Were ait.Stietedlco 	'e 
the west tack;of.knowledge of loran procedures and termineIogYhihdere ld..::: 
Xing'27from helping Nail PACS as much as possible. - A morspreoia67.t,,..:;:: 

-definition of Commando Nail -and an understanding of SL system:a4Tb'e ee 	• 
specifically would have been very helpfu1. l_c:oonbeam assignedoM OontrbIler 

. who monitored our SAR frequencies and provided us with A contInuctriaowe 
of ordnance.. About 2 hours prior to first light Invert adVisedTing 	. 
that Peach Anchor was up with 80,000 # gas for SAR strike aii.crart. r. :',  
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E-105 Tedetriec ',vas 

,downed by ri SAM:.Sear -dh 

and rescue : units rushed to 
the crosh td and eistab-
iisl -iied voice and .beeper 
:contact with the pilot. Bad 

weather prevented a pick 
up before darkness, how-
ever. The pilot reported a 
broken arm and possible 
broken leg. , 
. Throughout that long 

night, on orbiting HC-130 
kept in contact with Belli, 
while it searched for the 
second man. Fighter-
bombers  kept the enemy 
away from the pilot. The 
next morning an A-I Sky-
raider made visual con-
tact with Belli and an 
HH-53 went in for the 

OrC -7i S 
RESCUE 
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.CHEF FANS r ,1  

unt; 	• 'YVinc; 

Corromondc>r Do;;o!os 

Hills cr-Id.  His \,vi-e Ectry 

wondered what mokeS 

tickets for home games :  of 

the Kansas 'City Chiefs 
rarer than polar bears in 

Panon -la. The Royal Air 
Force officer .commented, 
"I've always been aware 
of American football, but 
they don't pay too much 
attention to it in Eng-
land." About a year ago, 
Hills came to Air Force 
Communications Service 
headquarters, Richards-
Gebgur AF BI Mo.., as a 
Deputy Director of Re-'; 
quirements ktn on officer 
exchange program. He 
really wonted to learn the' 
game, but it was impOsY 

CHIEF FANS 	 • 

i 'lt , 'was a different 
language , --, like Chinese., 

ce..lkin't find a book that 
.cjiyc me ai startfi." 

bieakthr ouh 

o pop ,;-,ripack called A. 
Glide to Foot-

it-,474. With. this, Hills be-
come a faatbati fan. Like 
.MOSt .:2Other..fans, he had to 
watch the, home 'games 
from looking in. 

,deciaecl to write ,o 
?.articir Hunt, the 
ov:/ric;, 	offer 

two 	ket s for a 
soccer or 

R 	y match in England 
urn .  for two tickets to 

o Chiefs,' game at' Munici-

ool Staditir .n.. Two weeks 
later, HiIlsc received a call 
from Hunt's secretary. It 
was on invitation for Hills 
and his wife to sit in the 
owner's ,box for the Chiefs' 
game With the Washing-
ton RedSkins. "I got on 
enormous kick oi:it of the 
w'h o I e fhing," he said 
after. 

• 
DAD DID IT 

• 

Rose Lyndci Duval 
ter, recOyes the Oath of 
Enlistment from Lt Col 
George. Ransom (right), 
Commander, Det 408, 
3504th • Recruiting Gp in 
New Orleans. So what's 

the bia deal? The'mon•on 

the left, who recruited , 
Rose, is her dad, MSgt 
Johnny W. Duvall. 

1 BIRTHDAY 

Let's take a couple of 
minutes and give a word of„ 

cheer for a really' great 

bird who iust had her 8th. 
birthday awhile bock. We' 
mean, of course, the C-
141 Starlifier, launched 

exactly 60 years after the 
Wright Brothers' first 

flight. Just exactly what 
has the Starlifter and her 

hardworking crews done to 
earn that kind of praise? 
Well, they helped create 
an all-time low fatality 
rate for persons wounded 
in Vietnam. They trans-

ported more than a mil-
lion pints of blood from 

the US to Southeast Asia, 
The Starfifter fleet was the 
backbone of the Military 
Airlift Command's supply 
line of troops and cargo 
from America to Southeast 

'Asia, Astronauts, home 
from their moon travels, 
hove been flown from the 
Pacific to Texas in the 
Starlifter. The fleet has 
now amassed more than 3- 
million flying hours, set-
ting sa f ety records at 
every turn. Cheers. 
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U.S. Air Force Phdo by Sgt Martin Cavazos 

Major Belli is carried from the HH-53 helicopter following his rescue 

Second batch 

12 more C-is go home  

Downed 
plucked 

TAN SON NHUT -- One of the most 
dramatic air rescues in recent nionths 
took place in Laos recently when an 
Air Force F-105 Thunderchief pilot 
was retrieved after his aircraft was 
downed by a surface to air missile 
(SAM) near the Mu Gia Pass. 

A harrowing 20 hours for the pilot 
on the ground in Laos preceded his 
rescue. A second crewmember aboard 
the Thunderchief is listed as missing in 
action. 

The pilot, Maj. Robert E. Belli, was 
supporting an interdiction mission 
about eight miles northwest of the 
pass when his aircraft was downed by 
a SAM from the North Vietnamese 
side of the border. Search and rescue 
(SAR) units were immediately notified 
of the crash and sped to the area. 

The major had successfully ejected 
and the SAR force found him in 
hostile territory. Air Force SAR 
aircraft established both voice and 
beeper contact with the pilot of the 
downed aircraft, who reported he was 
in a secure position although enemy 
troops were in the area. 

Due to the deterioration of the 
weather. SAR aircraft were unable to 
extract the pilot before darkness, and 
he spent the night on the ground. He 
reported he had a broken arm and 
possibly a broken leg but there was 
little the rescue force could do for him 
until the weather broke. The major did 
report however, that he had not been 
detected by the enemy and that he 
had a complete survival kit before the 
decision to postpone the rescue was 
made. 

Throughout the night, an orbiting 
HC- 130 kept in contact with the 
major, at the same time searching for 

some sign of the second man 
F-105 crew, while Air 
fighter-bombers kept the enemy  
reaching the pilot. 

The rescue force was bac 
following morning, and at 8:1 
one of the A-I Skyraiders rej 
seeing the major and led an H 
Super Jolly Green Giant to the a 

One helicopter made the 
while another stood by, ready t 
over should the first Jolly Greer 
under enemy fire. Suppressive I 
the supporting aircraft allowe 
helicopter to make the pickup 
first try. MSgt. Leon Fuliwc 
pararescue specialist, was lower( 
the heavily wooded area on the 
penetrator. He helped the it 
Major Belli onto the device at 
two were hoisted to the ho 
HH-53. Capt. William L. Burn 
the flight surgeon aboard the 
Green, treated Major Beth's injui 
the return flight to base. 

After the successful rescue, 
Belli explained that there had I 
jolt and his F-105 aircraft lost a' 
immediately and banked sharp 
bailed out," the major said, 
landed on a hillside in deep jun 
was the longest and loneliest in 
my life. I can't thank the rescu 
enough. Hearing, the choppers ri 
it was the greatest sound I'vg 
heard." 

Other members of the crew 
HH-53 making the rescue were 
Kenneth E. Ernest, ai: 
commander; Capt. Joel L. Sun 
pilot; Sgt. John C. Repper, 
engineer; and pararescuemen 
Kelsey R. Adams and Sgt. P. 
Perry. 

fighter pilot 
from jungle 
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U.S. Air Force Photo by Sgt Martin Cavazos 

Major Belli is carried from the HH-53 helicopter following his rescue 

;econd batch  

12 more C-Is go home 

U.S. Air Force Photo by Sgt Martin CaYttzos 

The Jolly Green Giant crew, members of the 40th Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Squadron, get together after the. pickup for a celebration 

Fast feet 	 lc1- 

Maintenance men move 'em 

JpWIL Litt; 1.11191,1. 	 bAN-tua•s.., 

reported he had a broken arm and 
possibly a broken leg but there was 
little the rescue force could do for him 
until the weather broke- The major did 
report however, that he had not been 
detected by the enemy and that he 
had a complete survival kit before the 
decision to postpone the rescue was 
made. 

Throughout the night, an orbiting 
HC-130 kept in contact with the 
major, at the same time searching for  

my life. 1 can't thank the rescue guys 
enough. Hearing, the choppers moving 
it was the greatest sound I've ever 
heard." 

Other members of the crew of the 
HH-53 making the rescue were: Maj. 
Kenneth E. Ernest, aircraft 
commander; Capt. Joel L. Summers, 
pilot; Sgt. John C. Repper, flight 
engineer; and pararescuemen TSgt. 
Kelsey R. Adams and Sgt. Paul C. 
Perry. 

CAM RANH BAY -- Twelve Air 
orce C-7 Caribou cargo aircraft 
e pa r ted here Dec. 10 on an 
,000-mile journey across the Pacific 
) the United States, - 
The aircraft, all from the 483d 

actical Airlift Wing at Cam Ranh 

id ARRGp saves 
31 last mouth 
TAN SON NHUT 	Noveinber 

arned out to be a busy month for the 
,ien assigned to the units of the 3d 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
;roup (ARRGp) headquartered here. 

The 3d ARRGp was credited with 
aving 37 lives during November, 33 of 
hese under _combat conditions. This 
;rings the total number of saves 
ecorded by the rescue units in 
;outheast Asia to 3,403, of which 
,303 were combat saves. 

The busiest unit of the 3d ARRGp 
luring November was the 37th 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
;quadron (ARRS) at Da Nang 
Airfield. Flying H1-1-53 Super Jolly 
keen Giants, the 37th ARRS was 
-esponsible for 30 of the saves. 

Commanded by Col. Warner A. 
3ritton, the 3d ARRGp registered its 
lrst save in December 1964, Since 
hat time, it has twice been presented 
he Presidential Unit Citation for 
3utstanding operaticns in Southeast 
Asia. In addition, it has been presented 
the Air Force Outstanding Unit award 
Ind the Republic of .  Vietnam 
Gallantry Cross with PAM, 

Bay, are being returned to the states 
because of the increased airlift 
capability of the Republic of Vietnam 
Air Force (VNAF) and a reduction in 
the airlift workload of the U.S. Air 
Force in the war zone. 

Some of the crew members of the 
C-is are 483d personnel scheduled for 
stateside reassignment in December 
and who volunteered to ferry the 
aircraft home. Other are on temporary 
duty and will return to Vietnam after 
the flight. 

Col. John 1. Daniel III is the mission 
commander. He also was the mission 
commander of the flight of 15 
Caribous from the 483d that 'returned 
to the United States in September. 

Each of the 12 C-is was equipped 
with two 480-gallon fuel "ferry tanks" 
and an extra 18-gallon oil tank. Two 
maintenance teams also are flying 
ahead of the C-7s in C-130 Hercules 
aircraft to provide maintenance 
support at stops along the way, 

The C-7 aircraft were turned over to 
the Air Force by the U.S. Army when 
that service's authority for fixed wing 
transport aircraft was terminated in 
1967. Since then the 483d has 
operated the C-7s throughout the 
Republic of Vietnam, earning the 
unofficial nickname of the 
"Compassionate Airline." This tag was 
in recognition of the wide variety of 
people and materials it transported in 
and out of Vietnam airstrips and 
airfields. 

The C-7, built by the Dehavilland 
Corp. of Canada, became noted for its 
short landing and takeoff capability 
and was a prime mover of supplies into 
remote camps and firebases in 
Vietnam. 

U-TAPAO RTN AIRFIELD, 
Thailand — It's a hard working bird 
that flies five missions in 47 hours 
with only 31/2 to 41/2 hours R&.R (rest 
and repairs) between sorties. Thanks 
to Team 15 of the 307th 
Organizational Maintenance Squadron 
here, a particular Et-52 Stratofortress 
bomber recently accon -clishe.d this . 	. 	. 	. 

The team crew chief, SSgt. George 
L. Badger, along with his two 
assistances, Sgt. Danny J. Guillory and 
Sgt. Thomas R. I ssendorf, 
accomplished some hard and fast 
maintenance to make the quick 
turn-arounds possible. Normally at 
U-Tapao, the B-52s get a 12 to 15 
hour rest as opposed to about 36 . 	. hours inthe state. 



another year  

ARRS RP190-1 

C 
Scott AFI, III. 62225 

wraps up 
25th anniversary 
highlights 1971 

HO ARRS -- "The men and wanen of the 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service 
have provided the Air Force, the na-
tion, and mankind with unparalleled 
service. Its accomplishrents are parti-
oalarly reflected by the gratitude of 
the more than 22,000 people whose lives 
have been saved," commented Gen. John 
D. Ryan, Chief of Staff, USAF, an the 
25th anniversary of ARRS, March 13, 
1971. "The record of ARPS stands as an 
inspiration to all those who serve 
their country." 

1,971 was a fitting culmination of 25 
years of service to mankind, and an 
even better foundation for a successful 
future, for it was a year with epic ac-
omplishments that will be etched for-
ever in history. 

In missions of unusual scope and di-
versity, ARRS crews saved the lives of 
250 men in Southeast Asia and 482 men 
and waren throughout other areas of the 
world. They will long remerber ARPS as 
an example of a selfless attitude that 
reflects the high value the people of 
the United States have always placed on 
hufnan life. ARRS crews not only saved 
lives, but served as unofficial good-
will mrapassadors to all nations of the 
world. 

Three times in less than nine moths 
APPS pararescueren parachuted to Russ-
ian vessels far oat in the sea to as-
sist sick or injured sailors in criti-
cal condition. The 57th ARRSq at lajes 
Airfield, Azores, and the 304th ARRSq 
(Reserves) at Portland International 
Airport, Ore., flew hundreds of miles 
over the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans in 
response to these pleas for help. 

SIL-ANIS WtAPS UP Pool  

Italians honor Del 10 
AV1aNO AB, Italy -- Bet. 10, 40th 

Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Wing at 
Aviano AB has been honored by the Ital-
ian International Organization of Moun-
tain Spirit. 

The organization, an official agency 
of the government of Italy, awarded the 
detachment with The Order and Star of 
the Thistle (Cardo). 

SIL-DIT 10 HOMO ?es* 6  

Pis jump in Pacific, 
save Caribou pilot 
pinned in cockpit 

HQ ARRS 	No Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Service parareso.3emen saved an 
Air Force pilot (Dec. 19) when his C-7 
Caribou was forced to ditch in the Pa-
cific Ocean scuthwest of San Francisco 
after a flight from Hawaii. 

TSgt. Lewis Craig and Sagt. Michael 
Fish jumped from an H1-53 Super Jolly 
Green Giant to rescue the pilot, Capt. 
Donald Henderson, from the cockpit of 
his sinking aircraft. 

The cargo plane, originally from Cam 
Ranh Bay AB, Republic of Vietemn, was 
part of a flight of 12 C-7s enroute to 
the U.S. for maintenance. The flight 
had stopped at Hiclamn AFB, Hawaii, and 
was enroute to Langley AFB, Va., with a 

Sli —Pk JUlt Pep 4 	- 

pilot in Laos F-105 

the ground in Laos preceded his rescue. 

CAPT. A(.V1A W. MOORE II, r, returns to 
Bien Hoe AB, Republic of Vietnam, after 
his successful rescue from hostile ter-
ritory. Cant. Stephen Tyler, I, was The 
aircraft commander of the HH-53 Super 
Jolly Green Giant that made the rescue. 
SEE PAGE 4 FOR STORY. 

MGT. LECN FULLW000, a pararescueman, 
Is welcomed back to his base after he 
Jescended on the HH-53's jungle pene-
trator to assist the injured major to 
safety. 

Rescue saves 
TAN SON NHUT AB, RVN -- 

took place in Laos (Dec. 
trieved after his aircraft 
MU Gia Pass. 

A harrowing 20 hours for the pilot an 
The pilot, Maj. Robert E. Belli, was 

eupporting an interdiction mission a-
bout eight miles northwest of the pass 
on Dec. 10 when his aircraft was deemed 
by a SAM from the North Vietawyme side 
of the border. 

The 39th and 40th Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Squadrons were immediately 
notified of the crash and sped to the 
area. 

The major had successfully ejected 
and the search and rescue (SAR) force 
of 41-53 Super Jolly Green Giants and 
HC-130 Hercules found him in hostile 
territory. 

The SAR aircraft established both 
voice and beeper contact with the pilot 
of the downed aircraft, who reported he 
was in a secure position although enemy 
troops were in the area. 

Due to deteriorating weather, the 
SAR aircraft were unable to extract the 
pilot before darkness, and he spent the 
night on the gromd. 

He reported he had a broken are and 
a possible broken leg but there was 
little the rescue force could do for 
him until the weather broke. 

SIM 	PINOT NI LAOS Pop 3 

One of the most dramatic air rescues in recent months 
11) when an Air Force F-105 Taunderchief pilot was re-

was downed by a surface to air missile (SAM) near the 
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...ARRS wraps up 
Also in the Pacific area. a 31st AR-

RSq crew rescued 25 Chinese off the 
coast of the Philippines when their 
merchant vessel was swamped and the 
crew forced to abandon ship. 

Earlier in the year, the 55th ARRSq 
(now at Eglia AFB, Fla.), McCoy AFB, 
saved the life of a sailor aboard a Li-
berian oil tanker 800 miles east of 
Puerto Rico; Dets 10 and 11, 43rd ARPSq 
Laredo and Laughlin AFB's, Tex., res-
pectively, assisted the Meeican govern-
ment to evacuate 19 victims of a flash 
flood in northern Mexico, and flew Mex-
ican government officials in order that 
they might survey the stricken areas; a 
54th ARRSq HC-130 crew at Pease AFB, 
N.H., transported surgical clips from 
the U.S. to Keflavik, Iceland, and were 
credited with saving a neurosurgery pa-
tient's life; the 31st ARRSq again res-
ponded to a call for help from four 
Taiwan fishing boats that had ran a-
ground and capsized, saving the lives 
of 23 fishermen; the 33rd ARRSq, Kadena 
AB 4 Okinawa, saved 10 Filipinos when the 
ship, Yakal, was in distress; another 
flash flood in northern Mexico and this 
time Det. 10, 43rd ARRSq airlifted 91 
stranded people to safety; and two PJs 
from the 41st ARRSq, Hamilton AFB, Cal-
if., saved the Life of a C-7 Caribou 
pilot forced to ditch in the Pacific 
Ocean off the California coast. 

Apollo missions, 14 and 15, found 
ARRS men and aircraft stationed around 
the world ready to respond in event the 
missions encountered difficulty. 

Total APRS support during the var-
ious stages of the Apollo 15 mission 
involved 16 aircraft at six locations 
and more than 200 personnel. This res-
cue force provided launch site, laaach 
abort, secondary and contingency land-
ing area, and planned end of mission 
support for the Apollo 15 mission. 

Early in 1971, prior to the Apollo 
14 mission, ARRS crews successfully de-
monstrated their emergency Apollo re-
covery capability when they picked up 
three simulated astroemits from an 
Apollo capsule Tockup 520 miles off the 
east coast of Florida during the night. 

Brig. Gen. Frank K. Everest, Jr., 
commander, ARRS, explained that test 
proves ARS has "an efficient and ef-
fective means of recovering astronauts 
who are forced to abort a mission in 
the first crucial minutes after launch, 
whether during the night or day." 

In support of NASA's space program, 
let. 21, 43rd ARRSq at Ellington AFB, 
Tex., is responsible for the astronaut 
safety during their training in the Lu-
nar Landing Training Vehicle (LLTV). In 
January 1971, the unit's HH-43 was on 
the scene just 15 seconds after a NASA 
pilot was forced to eject from the LLTV 
because of electrical per loss. 

With the organization of the 1550th 
Aircrew Training and Test Wing at Hill 
AFB, Utah, ARRS is now responsible as 
manager of the school, which includes 
the consolidated Air Force helicopter, 
the HC-130 specialized aircrew, and the 
pararescue training schools. 

1971 found new ARPS aircraft enter-
ing both the active and reserve units. 

HH-1 Huevs began to replace sore of 

the HH-43 Pedrcs in the APRS local base 
rescue mission, and several of the re-
serve rescue squadrons received HH-34 
helicopters to replace the amphibious 
111-16 Albatross. 

ARRS crews once again flew history-
making transoceanic flights to replace 
older existing resources with new and 
more advanced aircraft. 

Early last year, HH-53Ce flew 9,000 
miles from Eglin AFB to Da Nang Air-
field, Vietnam, to replace HH-538s, and 
in November two HH-53Cs flew from Pease 
AFB to Woodbridge AB, England, to re-
place the 67th APPSq's HH-3 Jolly Green 
Giants. 

Some HH-53s were equipped with a 
night recovery system, giving a new ca-
pability to our rescue crews to extract 
downed personnel in a combat environ-
ment 24 hours a day. 

Late in 1970, two ARRS detachments 
joined three Army units in a joint De-
partments of Defense and Transportation 
test program. Gets IS and 22, 42nd AR-
RSe, Luke AFB, Ariz., and Mountain Home 
AFB, Idaho, respectively, made their 
HH-43s available to victims of civilian 
emergencies in a test of the Military 
Assistance for Safety in Traffic (MAST) 
Program. The test program was original-
ly scheduled to end Dec. 31, 1970, but 
was extended twice, until Dec. 1, 1971, 
when the program ended. During that 
time, the two detachments flew 37 mis-
sions, which assisted 73 people and 
saved 32. 

And what of the people in ARRS. 
For the first time in the history of 

a rescue unit, a WAR joined a detach-
men as an aircrew member. Although as-
signed to Loring APB, Maine, medical 
facility, MC Marilyn Pierce volunteer-
ed to work as a medical technician with 
Get. 10, 42nd ARRSq there. 

Maj. Travis Wofford, now assigned to 
the 1SSOth, was presented the 1970 
Cheney Award for his heroic actions in 
Vietnam. 

Maj. James L. McAfee, Get. 11, 43rd 
ARRSq, received the Air Force Associa-
tion's Citation of Honor in recognition 
of his outstanding skill and couraee as 
a helicopter pilot in Vietnam. 

And TSgt. Lawrence Wellington, with 
the ISSOth, was selected as one of the 
Air Force's Outstanding Airren of 1971. 
A PJ, he was on the Son Tay mission. 

And what other impressive awards 
have ARRS crews received--sometimes no 
more than a heartfelt handshake and a 
thanks, the most satisfying reward--and 
sometimes a letter. 

One thankful father wrote, after a 
1550th crews saved his son's life, "We 
are so grateful! Whenever we see or 
hear a helicopter in the air over this 
valley, we'll thank God for their pre-
sence and we'll sleep better at night, 
knowing there are such fine young men 
serving the U.S. Air Force." 

And one appreciative wife, whose 
ausband was rescued from an enemy in-
fested jungle in SEA by an ARRS crew, 
relayed in a Christmas messave to a 
friend, "This Christmas will be a most 
happy one--thanks to God and the Jolly 
Green Giants." 

MAJ. ROBERT E. BELL!, an 1-I05 pilot, 
shot down over Laos, is carried off the 
rescue helicopter which saved him from 
possible capture or death after 20 
hours on the ground In enemy territory. 

...Save pilot in Laos 
The major did report however, that 

he had not been detected by the enemy 
and that he had a complete survival kit 
before the decision to postpone the 
rescue was made. 

Throughout the night, an orbiting 
HC-130 kept in contact with the major, 
while Air Force fighter-bombers kept 
the enemy from reaching the pilot. 

The rescue force was back on the 
morning of Dec. 11, At 8:11 a.m., one 
of the A-1 Skyraiders reported seeing 
the major and led an 111-53 Super Jolly 
Green Giant to the area. 

One helicopter made the pickaxe while 
another stood by, ready to take over 
should the first Super Jolly Green 
Giant come under enemy fire. Suppres-
sive fire by the supporting aircraft 
allowed the helicopter to aake the 
pickup on the first try. 

'Sgt. Leon Fullwood, a pararescue-
man, was lowered into the heavily wood-
ed area an the jungle penetrator. He 
helped the injured major onto the de-
vice and the two were hoisted to the 
hovering 1*1-53. 

Capt. William L. Burner III, the 
flight surgeon aboard the Super Jolly 
Green Giant, treated Major Belli's  in-
juries  on the return flight to base. 

After the successful rescue, Major 
Belli indicated there was a jolt and 
his F-105 aircraft lost altitude imme-
diately and banked sharply. 

"I bailed out," the major said, "and 
landed an a hillside in deep jungle. It 
was the longest and loneliest night of 
my life. 

"I 	can't tlemik the rescue guys 
enough. Hearing the choppers moving 
in was the greatest sound I've ever 
heard." 

Other members of the 111-53 crew rak-
ing the rescue were: Maj. Kenneth E. 
Ernest, aircraft commander; Capt. Joel 
L. Summers, copilot; Sgt. John  C.  Pep-
per, flight engineer; and TSgt. Kelsey 
R. Adams, and Sgt. Paul C. Perry, pare-
res cuemen. 




