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20 3 amee (amcs)
DATH:  10-11 Decesber 1971
NISSICH NUMDZR: Be3-0L5

SLIGIT DESIGHATION Jolly Creon 52 (10 Dac), Jolly Graon 30 (11 Duc) s
Jolly CGresn 53 Flight .

MIs3I08 CRINOTIVE: mhcan 014 & B |
LCCATION:. |, 17° 248 - 105“*’ LUE

h .

BAVES: 1 Cosat Save”
1. SWISURY OF SAR m‘i‘m:::

a.  Joliy Grosa 5? {L) and Jolly (racn 57 (*-i) (E1-5313) roczived word of
a ia SAR ab (},«.?L, 10 Dec 7. Joldy Greon 52 £1isht wez air JOI‘T‘::‘:, '
c 89 for the orbit poinmt, C45°/50N, Channcl 89, at 1035L and -«ﬂ'iW‘ .
g% 1103L. By 1135L, naither the Nuil FAC (CV=10} mor Sandy (A-1E) could o
the =u »z posibisn due o clowds end cocopmonded thab Jolly Greon 52
dnscend bolew the clouds for a beticr look, Weabher in the general arcéa was
- BL Lons, wvith 7/8 to B/8 coverase Weathod in the immedisie zraa of
the. vives w8 573 with tops ab 7500 HOL arnd bases to tho gronnd, windas,
_-u;;f. ;:l C—.’.-.—:;r to 043P at 30 plus kbs. AL thia timg, Jolly Gresn 52 i‘lc;e.' over -
Td ?4&3\'3 "lﬁ}"ua ] A..u U:-L'i Pﬁ’: :"’i}. 135.{.1.-1'.,.5-.; (O‘I-—lO.‘ G. up" - :
- ‘ The d:mp.awr. 11y Greon 52 found a hole inm the clouds.
.aboul 3.5 mliles soubisest of the aa*vivar ab 11555 avd Joliy Ovesn 57 beld |
‘hizh to cover. Duo to the clouvds, ws could only gob 'm%n..n 2.4 piles wost
of thae survivorsis po.;itia*x. The survivor was lodated 1/8 to 1/1; mile from

& Tidgn cdps that dropped down to the Hu Cila Pass in Horth Viet Wom.w Jollg
Green 52 made numerous attsmpts o follow the differsnt wxlleys in the areg
to rsach tho eurvivor but mobt 3 £o1id wall of clouds &b each atterpt. Tha
¥orbh attenpbs wers barred by 6"&3 Lt plus pountain :3 pod ti*e weosh attenpis
by tha ridze 1ine that tho surbivor was ¢n. The ssuth stiempts sconed to
efler tho bost reule. Jolly Green 52 wenbt IPR on mony eceasions while logke
ine for a clear roub ¢ to the swvliver gnd was forcod fo climb cul through
Lhe clouds each tims. Upon byecking oul sbove the ciczds after ono of the
cliich oubkz, & AT fz:u,«'z, from tho cast, p.,.wcd 200 fest below the gircralt
axd thon dascended back inlo the clouds. During the attenpbts to haver north
Zyom the southern wiver valleys, wa broke over Ma Gilaz Pass four t:im'm g

cived 2X~L7 Bits {L) in zn grea & l.ﬁ_c.ﬂ soubh of the survivers'genoral

arez.  Wo aiso snottod c. Diare chute and sent Srft Porry (Pd) dowm cvn t‘f:v
ipenstireior Lo confirz thot it woo rot Ashesn 01B. Atterpis to hezd roxih
1o ’c.iw ea:sr..mr m b.i.()u}f"u b:,r cio"d.s o r.um .Jm.ol; oi tfc mrvivara a,e*lural
W s
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* Pass weather bolng ¢lcar bolow the cloud deck that butted tho ridea lire.
Tiaibility vhile mancuvering below tho ¢louds was 1/2 nile going to lans
S2an 50 ft while ‘:,r"m._ Lo }wv..r ponstrate the ares on tha troes, Jolly
“Oroan 52 with 57 lofl tho ersa a% 1250L ‘. o ?.ox Ducl and pob King 23
£o2 air rofueling. (Approxizmaiely 16000 1bs of Ml vwas dumped for the
oriniral :'u:‘i,z) Jolly CI‘C\_H 53 rliu.t 'whi.ch departed Channel 89 ot 1115L,
roplased Jolly Grocn 52 Flight. wWhilo {lying over the surviver sbuve the
clouds with the Pove Hall aireraft 4o update tha coppler, two unguided .
2dazilas passs? by Jolly CGreon 53. Cao cx;:-louv:.. coprosimatoly 60 £t fronm
the gircrall szd {ho oll her pasced approxinately 50 L% ovor tho potor.
The rockabs wore arcund 3 I iong, yellow, with whiie worheedis. Thoy
traited orengo yollow flume aod blatk smsko. Jolly Groean 53 wont down on
Yoo Lrees to goaven for tho survivor, bubt after 30 pinutes of hover pone
sbraling, tha pilod losh oight of ths forrain ond made on IFR clisd to VIR
so top. 4a tho alrorafs becama w.‘i ansther ..th was fired from tho epst
arg 3% nloo },

to locgho tho supvivor bub wasz blor cd by waather each timo. Jolly Greon
53 £iizhd ‘left the area for King 23 and fusl at 1500L and Jolly fOraon 52 ;
C-Jf'.’l;:.:l.l"d to tv-v t.a peneirate tho arsa 311 1730L. Heathor comiitisns prew
on passed z;.nd the Jolly Greon Forcesa roturnsd to bass
ot ;?_;O» &f‘.d bm Ic«"f* in at 1755L with the survivor badded down for the
nigub. Thopdolly Crows ramalned the some oo tho next doy's firvst lighd
ci'fort excopt for Lhe pddition of gn axtra PJ on cach low Bird and an FS
the prinsry 10‘;‘*"70011}’ Groon 52, which rocolved hits, was repleced bj
Tolly Graen ,,0. Thoe original. Jolly Creea 30 crow tock Jolly Groon 55. :
\n O3C0L, 11-Dac 71, tho crows brlefad for the first ligh’c efiort and de=
perted Channel 89 2% €515L. The Jollys acd Sandy'* arrived at the orbit
grea around 95451, and "«lu.a for firsh 1izht. Tho waszbher seszad to be
zoovt ths sems as the day befora as Jolly Oresn 30 d('*éf:”?}..wﬁ trrough a
- 1alo in tho clouds west of the survivor to start searching ab 0515L. ,
in {rcm o the e :.i.nws?., we ¢ans o the ridss overicoking the trail
ord I Gia Pass aeon » ilies south of tho susvivor. Jolly Grcen 30 )
storted a truo to trea i*mr-* following the ecastorn odge of the m.fi e lino
:vit.—h-on 05 off.‘ reception from the survivorts radio, {;u:mi A anzic ou
som tho Pave Nail and Sandy aireraft and doppler indications in J-Jllj
it 30. Durdng the hovor rorth, it bocome goparent wh“t the pllot would
b mle o ke«:p the Lroos In sipht ob 231 timgs for g hover sefgrencs.
n tho pilot lost aighd of dha tracs, the co-pilot and crew im the back
““ecuon:. fc;* mzintaining position wniil tho pilet ecausht sighé of
wr treo. Without this valusble holp from the erow - X would have ha
. \J.t ;n?. 23 we ¢id ths doy bofore and start over again. usll:.' '
; s ontinucd the hover nérth 4111 the survivor and ADF cubts confirmed
wWe wsre due zadh of his posillisa, ."w vhis tima v hovered side'»'& 73 to keoap
the nosze irto the ..l‘::i ard moved wost cbout & mile. - Wa passed tho surviver
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gbout 200 yardus south of Mo 'pm,...im ard geeldonbly roun:i tho chuto of
wnab wo thouzht to bs Asheon O0iB. On closwy incpecbion fion tho hover, 1

saw that the non was han~ing 24 mp Pron hls chute, zbowt 30«40 1% from the
fre L:M *.r.».t“:,ut signs of 1ife. Tho Fiisit Surgeon on board confirmed oy

sunnicion Shat the man wes desd. Hith tha poor visibility, 30 kis plus
indn ;;:"‘ aesscigled turbuleonces, I docided mot o lows g PJ and attaupt
to hover him mewb to ko xan whilo ho tried to free the ran from ths chute
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RAMRGES. Yo ...u..l'. uhO body am’. wAth Ashcan OlA's dircctions, novered ghoub
200 yards to his pocition. The holst operator lowersd Mozt Fullwood (PJ)

to the grourd fo“ *hm survivor ab 0715 and the curvivor was adoard at (720L.
Jolly Crocn 30 mado an IFR ¢limb wost, Joined with the Sardys and other

Jolly Greens and “ot.ur"svd to Channel 89. Blocked ab O0750L = mission comploted,

b. OTHER CC‘A 18

(1) .&.a}'can O1L stabed that ho was knocked unconsclous when his alre
craft was hit ab 16,500 ib. by s 884. He sald he woie up with the eireraft
in 2 opin and punched cut. When ho punched out, ho sutematieslly punched
013 alzo. lo also sald m. ha nib the trees with such foree that ho was
torn looss from tha chute when it eaught in tho trees and he fell to the -
ground.

(2) The modificd doppleor on the LIRS birds proved to be very
accurate' and should ba imtallod on t.he day birds.

{(3) An 1305 night pick up was conaidared but prevented by tha
woather in tho area th.;t n:,‘,m..

(L) The Pave Hail FAC!s uced on this mlssion proved thab this
alrerzft can be & very importpnt part of the rescue force.

5% Four Jolly Greens and two Sandys were scramblod on the rotific-
aLis.; ci‘ the ms,.aion. Pour Sandys should havo scrazbled initially and the
‘cecond tho Joliys seould have been launched to srrive on station 1 hour prior
ﬁo eriginal Jolly Groens golng oul to ?.'E:i‘ual or RIB.

{6) Using vhs same Jolly crews Sor the continuation of tho misaion
the noxt day worked very well. Recommend this be pade standard groccdurs.

(7) The ADF Homing Davice (ARD 25) on the HH~53C was ineffective
1 surviver locatica.-‘

(8) Jolily Greon 55 ard 52 wers repositioned from Channsl 93 to 89
and asgumsi primary back up alert for airboma Torces,

(9} Jolly Croen 53 abtempbod to use LIRS hover coupler o terrcin
follow into swrvivors position. Hover couplor was engaged in 100 {% haover.
Forward flight was ixromib;.c duc L0 nigh winds, 30 kts plus, and turbul-
eNneo.

A
é’?%wéf/%m /\

KEIETH B ERNEST, ¥alor, USAF 1 Atch
Arcraft Commarder Lis%t of Adrerows




