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37 ARRSQ HISTORY, 1 OCTOBER - 31 DECEMBER 1971 

high speed low altitude egress from the area was made and the air- 

craft recovered uneventfully at Bien Hoa AS. 

jn.1:i; 71 
Four days later Capt Griffith and crew were again scrambled 

from the Bien Hoa FOL. A VNAF UH-1F was reported down twenty miles 

northeast of Bien Hoa. A RASH FAC Briefed the Jollies on the 

situation while they proceeded to the area. An army hunter-killer 

team began preparing the area while the Jc11l ies readied their air= 

craft for the rescue attempt. The survivors were iccated in the 

trees at the edge of a large clearing. Immediately upon arrival 

they were advised that the area had been thoroughly prepared and 

were cleared in for the pickup. An autratative decent and power 

recovery to a landing was made in the immediate vcnity of the 

survivors who rapidly boarded through the crew entrance door. During 

the recovery, ground fire was reported north Df the LZ but was 

never confirmed by the crew. Egress was made from the area and 

seven survivors brought safely back to alen Hoa. 

On 25 November 71 Jolly Green 70 and 73 were scrambled out of 

the Bien Hoa FOL for a Navy CH-6 shot down nnety miles south with 

twenty -ore people on board. Major problems enccuntered enroute were 

navagatlon being hampered by low ceilings and poor visibility. As 

a resulc both aircraft, forced to fly at 1013-390 fee.t AG.!., were 

exp..sed. to enemy ground fire as they approached the down hel icopter. 

Kig advls€.d the Jol lies to withdraw t a safe holding point to 

await area preparation. Major Robert R. Sw.ench the Alpha Low AC 

on Jolly Green 70 was advised that Dustoff and Sea Wolf he] icopters 

had extracted seven Injured survivors and that his assistance would 

be required to pickup the remaining personnel. Jolly Green 70 

15 
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rendezvoused with SEA Wolf helicopter and was briefed on the SAR 

situation. Approach and landing at the crass site were without 

incidents and fourteen survivors taken on board. The Jollies 

proceeded to Binh Thy to unload-the survivors and assess battle damage. 

hits nd Jolly Green 73 orre-, but the 

damage wasit critical and the return to Bien Hoa was begun. 

The weatner had deteriorated and both aircrtt were again forced 

to fly low. After transiting through a heavy rain shower Capt 

Richard L. Wall, Jolly Green 73 AC, lost all visual and radio 

contact with Jolly Green 70. A run through of all normal frequencies 

proved fruitless and Jolly Green 73 proceeded to Bien Hoa for 

fuel 

On the ground it was determined that Jolly Green 70 had crashed 

in the Son Nha Bhe River at the same position where visual contact 

had been lost. Several aircraft were already in the suspected SAR 

area and Jolly Green 73 launched to Join them. Despite poor 

weather Capt Wall and crew spotted a survivor, Pararescuemari AIC 

Richard L. Steed, on the r!ver bank and an Immediate pick-up was 

mare. The search was continued and It was teamed that a Navy 

hl icopter had rescued the Fl Ight Engineer, .Sgt Hanc L. Theriot, 

who had been taken to Vung Tau. Low fuel firl ly Forced Cant 

Wall to return to Bier, Hoa. Subsequent search and investigation 

revealed that Jolly Green 70 had been downed by  enemy ground fire. 

A lunch time scramble at the Ben Hoa FOL sent Capt Steven R. 

Tyler and crew heading for the heart of Cambodia to rescue a downed 

American A-37 pilot on 29 Nov. Enroute to the scene all applicable 

16 



A'Oi/ &'4/774tQ) 

ti7 #WI/-5cO  /1 O  

c - O 1;i/n ,L1Of., 23 U QLc#/ 

cr ,7ic Bi /' LC///)  
fl1U/ 

at' 3c:; 
4)/$ — - ,<,,-i S,'T'/) 

' Of Sa ,i 1OiD. C49_ 

O 

z A 

73 J/4  ,4c4 P ((1  
7 

OA/ 

f3 07~~ 

 

ç(\j 4ck1d 

oJ 7/ 
ms i4d% 

243 1 d/'4AI4J 

4QpIE -frQ POt 10 2- 
.\Th S . 

,AIk ia 

' P-r.II3o_ TOAJ.A4/3c, 

PPf 

e/fcrnA) 73 .''AF/  el 4/j 

4 $ rIM" J (.< Cl r) 1 7 C7 / 

I 

-, 



5a c955x 

C. E\AJ 

bURUl VO°  
O&ER  OURM& lbojK 

qb cIJ 

11A  1  0: -,0P48LPJ17A-nOAJ 
6'/ 

L-OcAmo
1  

I 

-1 

/ C z o,11tx: 

J 75.  

Jez L-'i. 1/ /2t,/'73 

4sr1'a/ '*7ç  

- 

"7- £7t 

/ 

r'1' z 
C 

!7ñRLS 

DATE 

84/0/ 



tJSAF 1j1icoptcr Crew Losses -Vietnam  WaiCompded by Jim Henthorn jhenthorn@?horne.com  USAF Helicopter crew Losses - Vetnam War 

Notes: at Lima Site 20, crashed on landing, hit ground, spun right, rolled down hill, flipped, burst into flames. 
Two flight engineers survived. 

Tail No.: 68-10366 Model: HH-53C Date of Loss: 25 Nov 71 Unit: 37th ARRS 
Country of Loss: Gia Dinh, SVN Call Sign: Jolly Green 70 

Pilot: Robert B. Swenck (02W-72) 
Co-Pilot: John W. George (02W-72) 
P.J.: Thomas D. Prose (02W-72) 
P.J,: James R. Thomas (02W-72) 

Notes: SAR mission, crashed Song Na River 

Tail No.: Model: UH-IN Date of Loss: 04 Dec 71 Unit: 201h sos, Ban Me Thuot 

Country of Loss: Gia Dinh, SVN Call Sign: Green Hornet 

Gunner: Thomas E. Fike (02W-84) 

Notes: Tim Fike was the last Hornet lost. If I remember right it was in Dec 7 1. It was his last mission before 
rotating home (it was to be a milk run out of Saigon and back). His crew was shot down as they were 
returning to Saigon. The pilot thought that they had seen a rocket launcher set up in a rice paddy. The went in 
low level to check it out (flying a slick), and a bad guy popped up and racked the bottom of the chopper. Tim 
Fike was killed, the other gunner (King) was seriously wounded and at least one of the pilots was wounded in 
the leg. From"Jim" (Official Squadron History does not have this information in files - History ends Sept 
1971) 

Tail No.: 68-10359 Model: HH-53C Date of Loss: 27 Mar 72 Unit: 40th ARRS 
Country of Loss: Cambodia Call Sign: Jolly Green 61 

Pilot: David E. Pannabecker (02W-120) 
Co-Pilot: Richard E. Dreher (02W-I 19) 
Flight Engineer: James Manor (02W-120) 
P.J.: Raymond J. Crow, Jr. (02W-I 19) 
P.J.: Raymond A. Wagner (02W-I20) 

Notes: crashed from unknown causes 

Tail No.: 68-10365 Model: HH-53C Date of Loss: 6 Apr 72 Unit: 37th ARRS 
Country of Loss: Quang Tn, SVN Call Sign: Jolly Green 67 

Pilot: Peter H. Chapman, II (02W-130) 
Co-Pilot: John H. Call, Ill (02W-130) 
Flight Engineer: Roy D. Prater (02W- 13 1) 
P.J.: Allen J. Avery (02W-130) 
P.J.: William R. Pearson (02W-132) 

Jim Henthorn Page 15 07/11/2000 
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Robert LaPointe 

From: "Lori" <cbaldea@mr, ,mediaone.net> 
To: "LaPointe" <rlapointe@gci.net> 
Sent: Saturday, May 06, 2000 12:25 PM 
Attach: chuck & rnejpg 
Subject: Fw: Hi 

Bob, Heres some stuff on missions you asked for. Picture is after I 2nov71 
mission; Pilots- Griffith& Sartori; PJ's- Nardi& Aldean; not pictured 
FE-Garcia. 

8Nov71 mission in Cambodia Nardi & I both remember we were 
expecting Americans. When they broke tree line, were Viet's wearing combo 
good guy-bad guy uniforms & were all carrying AK's. Came in ramp by Nardi. 
1 Ic kept close watch on em because we still weren't sure who they were, & 1 
layed down covering fire with mini on way out, They were off loaded pretty 
hush hush at Bien Hoa. We were told later they were a 'road watch' team of 
repatriated bad guys. 

24May7 I Your mission report covers it pretty well. 

29Nov71 Cambodia If you remember being at Bien 1-ba shortly 
after Jim Thomas's bird went down, the unidentified picture of pilot on 
your web site could have been this guy. Was burned, & I dressed his arm & 
cleaned up his face a little. 

25Nov71 Nardi & I hi bird. Thomas, Prose, Steeds lo bird 
made succesful pickup. Both took hits on way in. Stopped at small army base 
to check for damage & had quick Thanksgiving Turkey. [Was Thanksgiving Day] 
On way back to Bien Hoa weather real bad. They went down. We returned & 
couldnt see anyone in water. I went in river but very strong current & poor 
visibility & couldnt locate for sure where wreckage was. Also put me down on 
shore but again unable to locate survivors. Short time later we did pick up 
Steed who apparently had been taken to different location on shore by Viet 
fisherman. Keep up good work. See you in Sept thanks Charlie Aldean 

Original Message  
From: <Genonardi@aol.com> 
To: <cbaldca@nm.nicdiaone.net> 
Sent: Monday, April 24, 2000 3:40 PM 
Subject: Hi 

> I Icre is the picture you asked about 
> 

5/6/00 
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377th ARRS 
Morij1 Service 

North Hs.r, D&Namg Airfield 
R.mb1jc of Yietiau 

1530 Uo%u,. 

ORDER OF SRIC  

*PrSACMISLLios Qf 11010ra Co1w Guaxd 

* A. I A*, Vlthwt One 1"1e&' 

• Iio*tioa C&p1*iz earl T. Raiiins, 

Responsive Re1ig "The Cbri.tinRepo" 

* Erym 1671he Strife i. O'ery  The Battle Doe 

Scripture Rewiig TSgt a..ruowI Gore 

Tribute Iat, colonel Willi E&rzie 

* 'Pbe Air 1porce Hymn" 

e.&ieticn Ch&pl&ik% Thomas P. Keame  

** * I * * 4 * * * * ** * * * ** * * * 4 * 4 * * 

Plea... 8ta..d 

LNI' BA ( - K IIINDIA 

tilc:/!G:\m2.hlrnl 6I4/99 
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NIJCR ROB-'4W B 31AIR701 7. A4r-r..ft Cpa,der - Killed JA ac 4 to* 
25 oeber 1971.  Major Sweack waa born on IZ Karh  1933  it 
L.uiav111, K*tuoky He attetded. Grade aad Eii 5ohool at 
Okaiou School it Loiil1e. Fie was i grad-.ate of W&itep 
I~Rntuc,lq' State College ..*d  was Cominsioned i.  1956  thro'ub 
the Beere Officer Tr&niu Gp rOgL. Majut Swetck 
a.ine1 hJ.0 pilot in Juy f I97 MarSwe*ckta 

d.scoratio* ii1d* the ilwer 2t.ar, the 1)1tnguish P].yi* 
Cross with I OLC the llrnaal a Medalq  the Air Medal with B 0L 
and the Air Pore Cocmedttioi Medal. This was Major Sweltcklz  
;ecnd coi*1*i tour in Ie served it SEA Wevloaslyo  
flying the They Crunship, lie. Is euxviired t)r h!.a wife Dort& 
and 3 daughters, who rezi-e at 9509 Piwoo<1 Rod Sainviii 
Ketuaky 40291, 
4444*4* *******#** - ##44****#*.** 
cPMIN, JcJTi W GKORGE - Copilot Killed iu actiou 25 
Novr 4.97i, Captain George was borR on 10 June 19,15 ia 
Do'rer Teeszae. He attenc'ed Big liock ElementiLry School it 
-Big Fook, Tenegsee and 3evat County fl iet School, in Dover. 

R grdu.te of the U*iv.sity of Trniessee it Xnoriiile 
d was coi8eoed in 1967 trough the Reserve Officer 

rai1LirJ,g Carps Program • aptaiu George eer*ed hIs pilot's 
wines in Fetru&rj 1,969 aI this *a hie first tout' in S. He 
18 mrarvived by his it Kr and Mrs Ray Goorgeg  his wite 
Elizabeth ax'id 1 d&ug1ver, who ea1de at P.O. Box 66 Big Rock 
Tenfleee 37023- 
* * * 4 * * 4 4 4 * 4 * 4 4 4 * * 4 * 4 * * * * * * * * 4 4 * * 
AIG T9014A D POSE - Pt esceu Kiasixg is ac vioi si&oe 
25 Ncve.bex 197], Liraa Pro.t was bora 0* 9 kprfl.  1951  it 
Spriagfieldp flLtaois He (r tu.ae. from Girard illgi. &hooi 
in 1xa.rd, flhiaoi *itd ateic1ed LI*ooi.. Cwi1ty ColLege it 
Spthagfib1d Liriu.a Prose entered Basic Trid*isg at Laok1id 
AIB ir, Maih 1970.  His clecora.tiois include the Air Me&1 with 
I OLG, He is survived by blip Father g  Lawrice Z Pro** ,.a4 five 
broth*rs 'whn reaide Att B1# 2 (jr1Td9  LJ1.i*ois 62640 a*d hia 
Motherp Mrs. JaCqUOUAA L. ley. 
* * a- * -i- a- - * * * * * * * + * * * * e * a- *-* * * * . * 
St JAMS' R TilORAS Paareacu.enaj. i.iag in action 1nci 

25 Noeber 1971. SSg Ph&m was bora on 5 July  1943  is 
Ma=i&ima,  florida. tie attended gr.4e school d High Shoo. 
in ?lorida eM entered Basic Traiuize at Lackiand £B it 
Aug'.iat 196 SSgt Thomas's dsocrations,  inc]ud* the Air Mds.i 
'with ). CI.0 and the Air Yorce CosgeaIatioa Kedal vith 2 OW,  
Eli wifeJu].ja and 2 daughter reside at 40 11erry Ci.c1e 
N,W.,, Fort Wa1tm Beach, Florldx,  

NEXT 

file://G:n13.htnil 6/14/99 
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Synopsis Page I of 1 

7V&r &A#aa( O Vaq 
On November 25. 1971 (Thanksgiving Day), while on a TDY assignment, he was on a 
rescue mission with live other crew members which successluily retrieved 13 soldiers 
whose helicopter had been shot dawn. The chopper. a HH-53C (Jolly Green 70j. took 
ground uiro during the rescue. The crow stopped at a forward base camp to make SuiC the 
chopper was safe to fly, The soldiers got off at that time, My dad and the crew of the dolly 
Green 70 were offered Turkey sandwiches before their flight to their home base at Bien 
Hoa. They ate their sanciwiches, inspected their chopper and headed home. 

They encountered a heavy rain storm on the flight back, when the chopper,  took more fire 
and the pilot was hit. It began a slow, controlled descent and impacted in the Nha Be River. 
Once it hit the water it did a severe end over flip, and the chopper sank immediately. Three 
men, Capt. John W. George. Maj. Robert B. Swenck, and Al  Thomas D. Prose were killed 
immediately. There were two survivors, tie flight engineer and a third Pararescueman. My 
father was never recovered. There was a fisherman who said that he saw three white 
skinned survivors: two were holding on to the tail of the plane and the other man was by the 
floating cockpit. He mentioned that one cf the men was wearing a T-shirt. According to 
statements and records, my dad was the only one that day in a T-shirt when the chopper 
went down. The fisherman helped the third Pararescueman into his boat, then they went for 
the other men by the tail section. They were unable to locate anyone. As it turned out. the 
flight engineer had swam to shore and hid himself for about an hour until he heard the 
sweet sounds of a Huey Helicopter. You see. there were hostiles in the area arid one side of 
the bank was friendly but the other was not. The search continued over the next live days to 
no avail, my dad has never been found, They tried to raise the wreckage once. but the cable 
broke and the chopper sank into an even deeDer. tougher part of the river. They have never 
made a second attempt to my families knowledge. 

http://members. aol. corniberly  100/Synopsis. html 6/16199 
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Not Jim! Page 5 of 5 

1/18/98 

Pa rat rescue men Technical Sergeant James R. Thomas and A irman First ('lass Thomas D. Prose 
were lost, along ii, ith the pilots returning from at mission on 25 \i'' ember 1971.  Pararescueman 
Rich Steed and Flight Evigineer lheriqtix sun icd. The cre had rescued I lie cre of au army 
Chinook helicopter in the Delta. and were returning when their IIH-3 Super .Jolly Green 
Giant helicopter as hit, the pilots killed, and it crashed in the Na Be River. 

Jim Thomas' third grandson, James, %%as horn in January of 1997 to Mrs. Kimherl Thomas-
Bowles. Jim as survi ed by his iiife,.Julie and his two daughters. Kimberly and Lisa. Lisa as 
instrumental in helping .Julie through some %ery rough times. Julie adopted anoiher daughter 
in 1980 named Symphony, for whom Jim has always been "Daddy Jim." According to Lisa. 
"Svmphon is onI 18 so '%%e on'1 let her ha v kids e(. I-Ia Hat. 11 Lisa's 1%% o sons are (.1 
(Christopher .lanics). age 4 currently, and Ryan. a 2 year old. These kids are "the lights of our 
lives. and I kno, s ould he of .Jim's." acc0rdi02 to .1 uilic. 

The crc s from the 37th ARRSq on I lie irti(IenliaI Unit Citation, Outstandiii I nit 
Citation, and had over 613 "sax es," or li es cd from its crews efforts. Jim liii onas had a 

number of those saves credited to him. 

The motto of the Aerospace Rescue and Reco%crN Service is: 

"These things we do. That Others May Live. 

ei)mastcr. John C. Ratliff  

©1998 John C. Radhll 

Revised 1/20/98 

littmn:// w .sorconi.corn/—searatl.J im. hi iii I 

contact searat(asoreom.com  

http://www.sorcom.com/-searatJJim.htm1 3/13/99 
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Not Jim! 

In Honor of Jim Thomas 

M rs. Julie Ihomas wrote our ('ara rescue Association one da 

Asking if any of us had information about her husband she could gather. 

I had slides from iny experiences far  maN 

In a place called Vietnam where tie was lost in a ri er's s%ater. 

I looked at un slides to see 

And tl)IIIHI OIIC itli IJiC uiauiic tag of ''.JamC Ilwma." 

But I asn't sure, for with ms nivinor 

After over tnent sears it as a guess. 

So I CftpIC(1 the slide, 

And sent her the picture, along n ith another. 

I had In cohifi(le 

That I did not kum K it was him, or some oilier. 

But it matched. 

She rote hack and told me that the person was her husband ii ho lia(I died. 

But she couldn't have watched 

\ h reaction to her teller--I cried! 

For at last, over tn cntv vears thereafter. 

I had learned the late of a beloved Pararescuetnan. 

http://www.sorcom.com/—searat/Jim.html 3/13/99 
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\ man who had died in the service of others who matter 

More to him than his own Ii ic but this %s asn' I his plan. 

As I read the letter, I said. 

"Not him. Not .Jim!" 

And shed some more tears as I laid 

the letter (low n to coin imc niN I lioughts from that ii mc. 

Jim was a lainil man. pos ial and merr' 

The kind of gti who let others know 

Just how uitich he could Carr 

With an altitude which aIssa s said. (,o!" 

A big man. wit ii a smile which shined, 

. slap on I lie hack, 

Encouragement when he grinned, 

Which was oflen. even when we were doss n and in the sack. 

Jim Thomas was lost when his pi lots were shot 

and the helicopter headed for a gent Ic crash in a Vietnam rk cr. 

Sonic surs ived the crash. perhaps even Jim, but he was not 

later recos cred. and was lost lores cr. 

For one riser side ssas fricndl. 

11w other 

The enems. 

And for this he and his familN had to suffer. 

Jim was a Pararescucinaji, 

One who had earlier that day 

http://www.sorcom.com/—searat/Jim.htmi 3/13/99 
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Distinguished himself along ith his fellow crewmen 

By rescuing 1ello Americans from uuein lire in a extraordinary %%ay. 

The look inan a hit. 

But were SLJCCCSSIIiI with those they rescued. 

The ride back to base n as supposed to fit 

A peaceful, relaxed journey, for the were tired. 

But it wasn't to he, 

And they n crc lost. 

And non, so man ears later I had a ke 

lo some of Jim's life in the pictures front the past. 

I enlarged those pictures and sent I hem on 

Not knon ing [ton they. or niN letter n 0111(1 he receii ed. 

But the response after many a dan ii 

Was more than I could hase conceiyed. 

kimbcrl. Jim's daughter n rote back, 

Telling me that mv photograph was the one 

That had accompanied her n hen she too was on her hack 

Giving birth to her first child. .Pim's third grandson. 

She said in her way, 

"it helped mc tremendously 

kimowi ii!. that a little part of my Dad was there that da ." 

iid again tears came to m eyes 8tI(haciOiiSl 

I had one other photograph. 

Which on h sli on ud lint's bum from behind: 

http://www.sorconi.coiii/—searat/Jim.htm1 3/13/99 
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'lI Ihat can be recognized of him, almost his autograph 

Was his "Thumbs Up!" sign. 

I (I all N uu out t  here seeking heroes. 

Look no further than Jim Thomas. 

Who like aus of US "others" 

a it in a it c ii isli to be "as good as." 

iid hunk at his attitude's signature. 

Observe the pusii lvi, in life. 

One other of Jim's traits should  become sour feature. 

That caring is more important than strife. 

•lohn C. Ratliff 

http://www.sorcom.com/—searat!Ji ni html 3/13/99 
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Home 

Another 
Casualty 
of 
Vietnam- 
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Mom 

Findings 
about 
our 
Dad 

That 
Others 
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Live- 
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Gave 
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first 9 
adopted 
heros- all 

pfs) 

My 
10th 
Adopted 

Hero 
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Our 
Guest 
Book 

View 
Our 
Guest 
Book 

Letters 
To Dad 

Findings From Our Recent Trip 
To Washington, DC 

On June 15th, 1998, my family  made a trip to Washington., DC for the 
purpose of meeting with Casualty control, the DoD, JTF-FA, DPMO 
and other organization regarding my fathers case. 
What we have learned, I want to share with you. Please write your 
Congressmen, Senators, Governors and anyone else you think may be 
able to help us!!! Time is running out on my dad's case. The following 
are quotes from different letters that we have received. However they 
are written VER BATUM and at your request, I will be more than 
happy to forward them to you for your own personal review. 
This first letter, comes from the JTF-FA (Joint Task Force- Full 
Accounting). 

Special note: Some time in July, the JTF-FA will be meeting to 
decide on some cases for possible re-evaluation. My dad's case i 
supposed to be brought up during this meeting. Please write the 
JTF-FA and let them know that you care and that they should at 
the very least investigate the possible grave site mentioned below. 

The address for the JTF-FA is: 
CDR JTF-FA 
BOX 64044 

CAMP HMSMITH, HAWAII 96861-4044 
Narrative 

"On 25 November, 1971, Staff Sergeant fames R. Thomas was a 
crew member aboard a HH-53 Helicopter (serial number 68- 

10366) returning to base after completing its rescue mission. The 
aircraft encountered heave' rain showers and crashed in the son 

N/ia Be in the vicinity of grid coordinates X953 730, 
approximately 9 kilometers south-southeast of N/ia Be, Ho (hi 
Minh city Municipality Two crew members survived the crash 
and were rescued. Rescue operations resulted in the recovery of 
the bodies of three other crew members. Staff Sergeant Thomas 
was not located. A vietnamese fisherman who participated in the 

rescue operations reported observing three Americans in the 
river, two of whom were rescued. The third america,, was 

reported to be wearing a Tee-shirt and was not accounted for. 
One of the survivors reported Staff Sergeant Thomas was 

wearing a Tee-shirt at the time of the crash ' 

This second correspondence, comes from the l)ol) (Department of 
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Defense) dated July 3, 1997. I am writing this specifically for the intent 
of a narrative that was given to our government by a vietnamese 
fisherman. Please note the above ORIGINAL grid coordinates and (ht 
one listed in this narrative. 

Narrative 
"A source, (183-032, April /983), reported that in May 1975 a 

body of an alleged US serviceman floated by his fishing position 
in the vicinity of X5950805. The source claimed he buried the 
body on the bank because it was bad luckforfisliiizg if he had 

not done so. the source stated that he did,, 'r think the body came 
from the helicopter wreck because it had floated downstream pas 
the wreckage. while the location near N/ia Be is consistent with 
this case, the details of it floating downstream and the tiinefrani 

do not match the details of this case". 

Even though the years on this case do not match, if you disregard that, 
the coordinates are very close to where the helicopter my dad was in 
sank after an attempt to tow it UPSTREAM to a naval base out of Nha 
Be. Even the gentleman I spoke to who was a representative of the 
JTF-FA could not explain to my family why they deemed this non 
relevant to my father's case. 

This last letter comes from Mr. James Wold, Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Defense (POW/MIA Affairs) 
"Unfortunately, our analysis has identified some cases where all 
available evidence indicates there is no reasonable expectiuioi 
that identifiable remains will ever be recovered. This is true in 
the case of Technical Sergeant James R. Thomas, United Slates 
Air Force, REFNO 1780". 

"Given the circumstances of the loss and the/act that his 
remains were not recovered at the time, we have concluded that 
your husbandc remains are not recoverable". 
Not recoverable, that's what Mr. Wold thinks. Funny that they only 
tried to recover his body ONE time after the original loss before 
coming to this wonderful conclusion. How can we find the Titanic but 
loose my dad's chopper after the original attempt to raise the 
wreckage? I'm sure if my father were Mr. Wold's son, more effort 
would have taken place. More than one search conducted, not so quiet 
to flush him down the proverbial governmental toilet!!!! 
Please write anyone you can think of. Let them know that mv dad 
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deserves better than to be casually written oil due to the governments 
laziness in not wanting to spend more money on possible sightings and 
grave sites!!! Look at the letters above. On a map the body that the 
fisherman buried is indeed RELEVANT to my father's case. Please 
help me to make sure that our government investigates this report and 
this grave site!!! For if it is not my father, it is someone else's' son, 
brother, husband, father. 

Thank You!!!! 

The 
Rainbow 
Ribbon 

http://members.aol.com/KNTB  I /findings.htrnl 6/16/99 
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T/Sgt. James Richard Thomas was born on July 
05, 1943 in Marianna, Florida to Buford James and 
Daisy Erline Thomas. As a young child, he was sent 
to live in the Florida Baptist Children's Home in 
Lakeland, Florida. He remained there until the age 
of 16 (the age when they "kick" the children out into 
the world). During his teen years, he was a reckless 
and even danger seeking child. One way he looked 
for thrills was by swinging from a rope in front of 
cars traveling on the road just barely missing them. 
I is time in the Children's Home was something else 
entirely. Expected to wake long before dawn to walk 
a field to the place where the cows' were held for 
milking, the children were expected to get their daily 
chores done before the school bus picked them up. 

In August 1961, at the age of 18 and fresh out of High 
School he joined the United States Air Force. 

After basic training, he started his military career as a Reciprocating Engine Mechanic based 
at Hickam AFB, Hawaii for the 76th ARSq. 
While stationed at Hickam. he made friends with several men in his squadron who were with 
an elite group known as PARARESCUE. He admired their look., their commitment to saving 
others and upon re-enlistment in 1965, he was accepted into Pararescue Training. Over the 
next 17 months, he would learn the following: The Pararescue/Combat Control liidortrin.ition 
& ourse (10 ' eek'.). ( ' A rmy k1rhor"e Parachutist School (3 weeks). LS Arms Combat l)i ers 
School (4 weeks), I ' \a I. utJcrs ;atcr Egress Training (1 day). US Air Force Basic Survival 
School (2 weeks). IS Arni \liliiary Free fall Parachutist School (5 weeks), Special 
Operation.. Combat \ledic Course (22 weeks). Pararescue Recovery Specialist Course (20 
week..). 
The day he graduated from PJ school was one of the happiest days of his life. He was so proud 
to wear the Maroon Beret which signifies the Pararescuemen, he walked around base with a big 
smile on his face. 
He soon excelled in this field, and by 1968, he was an instructor at Eglin Air Force Base in Ft. 
Walton Beach, Florida. 
He was also a prime team member on the \ Apollo Launch Site Recovery Force for Apollo 
Missions 8, 9, 10, II, 12, 13 and 14. 

In March 1971, he left his wife and two daughters for duty in Vietnam. He was assigned to the 
37th ARRS out of Da Nang. 

-Click the Bracelet to read what happened to MV DAD— 

http://niembers.aol.com/BerlylOO/OurDad.htmi 10/4/98 
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On November 25, 1971 (Thanksgiving Day), while on a TD  assignment, he was on a rescue 
mission with five other crew members which successfully retrieved 13 soldiers whose helicopter 
had been shot down. The chopper, a HH-53C (Jolly Green 70), took groundfire during the 
rescue. The crew stopped at a forward base camp to make sure the chopper was safe to fly.  The 
soldiers got offal that time. My dad and the crew of the Jolly Green 70 were offered Turkey 
sandwiches before their flight to their home base at Bien Hoa. They ate their sandwiches, 
inspected their chopper and headed home. 

Thep encountered a heaiy rain storm on the flight back, when the chopper took more fire and the 
pilot was hit. It began a slow, controlled descent and impacted in the N/ta Be River. Once it liii the 
water it did a severe end over flip, and the chopper sank immediately. Three men, Capt John W. 
George, Maj. Robert B. Sweuck, and A I C Thomas D. Prase were killed immediately. There were 
two survivors, the flight engineer and a third Pararescueman. My father was never recovered 
There was a fisherman who said that he saw three white skinned survivors; two were holding on to 
the tail of the plane and the other man was by the floating cockpit He mentioned that one of the 
men was wearing a T-shirt. According to statements and records, my dad was the only one that 
day in a T-shirt when the chopper went down. The fisherman helped the third Pararescueman into 
his boat, then they went for the other men by the tail section. They were unable to locale anyone. 
As it turned out, the flight engineer had swam to shore and hid himseiffor about an hour until he 
heard the sweet sounds of a Huey Helicopter. You see, there were hostiles in the area and one side 
of the bank was friendly but the other was not. The search continued over the next five days to no 
avail, my dad has never been found They tried to raise the wreckage once, but the cable broke and 
the chopper sank into an even deeper, rougher part of the river. They have never made a second 
attempt to myfanultes knowledge. 

Pararescue has a code. It reads 115f01103ss: 

Ii is nir i/air as a Pararescueman to save a life and aid the 
injured. I will pertorni in,' assigned duties quickly and efficiently,  
placing these duties' before personal (lesires (111(1 comforts, these 
things / do. "Tin:! Others Mat'  Live. 

My father lived by this code and on that day he and the others on Jolly Green 70 gave all... "Thai 
Others May Live." 

Main Page 
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CONFIDENTIAL i 

DATE: 29 November 1971 

MISSION NJ)tb4: A-3--038  November 71 

AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION: King 21 

DISTRESSED kIRChJFTS: CH-47 - Playtex 866 

LOCATION: 1300-1000  Radial 10-15 Miles Hue Tacan 

SAV3: NON. 

CCia b7  
rEcT n 

3C!-DULE ::c: :T?. 11652 

YrAR I:- ':---  -. - 

At 0430, 29 Nov. 71, we were briefed by JacK that we would be diverted 
from the norl King 21 orbit to cover the search for an Army CH 47 - Ca]]. 
Sign - Playtex 866 that had been missing on a flight from Dart*ng to Hue Phu 
3ai. The last reported contact was at 0530Z 29 November on the 1300  radii]. 
of Hue )éD±h King 21 arrived in the area of the search at. 9730 local and =do 
contact with FLAN - a ship off the coast acting as on- scene cwnder. 
At that time there were no aircraft in the area due to bad weather conditions. 
Contact was made with Hue approach Control who confirmed the last call of 
Playtex 866. He reported on the 1300  radial of Hue N`Db at. 05302, said he 
was declaring an emergency and going Tactical I?h • There was no indication of 
the nature of the emergency. Contact was then de with Daasng VYR control 
to attempt to cietertuine the exact route of flight. They indicated that they 
did not have radio or voice contact with Playtex 666 at any time. The weather 
in the area at the time of last contact was reported to be 500 to 1000 over-
cast - visibility 3-4 silts and oath cielings and visibility lower in rain 
showers. Queen had a report tiat some fishermen observed a low flying 
helicopter pass over head about that time and he was heading out to see. 
This area was an about the 1000  radial of Hue 141) and on the coast. About 
0830 local, several Army helicopters 6) arrived in the area led by Sokey 
26 - a UHI H. A search area was set up and co-ordinated with 50k87 26 and 
each aircraft covered an area 10 kilometers square. Several sightings were 
made of old wrecks in the area of 2!) 169058 and ZD 151054  but we cclz.(irRed 
as previous crashes. During the morning hours, attention was focused in the 
area of the coast and low lands where the Playtex was last reported. The 
high areas were obscured by low clouds • At 1130  local King 21 was diverted 
from the mission to cover the oroit due to another SAIL in progress. Upon 
returning around 1300 local we were informed by Sailfish 18 (101st Airborne 
Cad Poet) that the Ary had called off the search for the day as the weather 
was too bad. During the afternoon, three aircraft were used to continue the 
search and the area was expanded to include the sea • Several itaiiiis were 
found floating off shore but could not oe readily identified as being on 
board the aircraft. They consisted of 6 7 boxes of Booster &b Mosel'  
14-148. Lo t 2020, and numerous cans about 10-15" long and 5_80  in diameter. 
These were suspected to be contents of the boxes as several had broken. 
These were located on the 090 radial for 18 ailes from Hue Tacan. A piece 
of plywood about 61 x6' was discovered about 2 miles further out and several 
pieces of white styrotau and a piece of cloth about the 26 wile area on the 
087 radial. The ship- ?AN was vectored to the areas of d.rls but nothing 
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could be identified. Jolly ,reen recovered one box of booster Bb Nose 
M-142 for later identification, King 21 departed the area at 1615 local 
due to lack of fuel. The weather in the search area rained 500 to 1000 ft 
overcast with 3-4 miles visibillty lower in rain showers, and moderate 
to severe turbulance was encountered in mountainous areas. 

AC/AMC 

King 21 Crewmers 

TSGT Kenneth G. Spiegel Lt Col rdgar C. Benson Jr. FL 
C? iLt Ja2e5 F. May LM TSGT Joriny B. Mullins 
N Capt Joel F. Hancock FL 

 
TSGT z4gar L. Trout Jr. 

N Maj JaLe3 J. Kelly Capt Thas T. Isb.ii Jr. 
hO MSGT Thos It. Kimbrell ItO S5GT Rosco Willia 
hO TSGT Lester L. ituark FS Cal Lewis Saith 
FE MSGT Sidney A. Presley 

Other Itesourc es Used  

Smokey 26 + 6 UH1FPs (Army) Ships  
Helix 15 
Jolly Green 72/21 (AM) 65/67 PM) P L AN 
Flatboat 33 (2 Gunships) 

iDAkt C. BENSON, Lt Col., USAF 
Aircraft/Airborne Mission Commander 

L)ecfsjfjcd af or 12 ye r. 
CONFIDENTIAL 







- IMMEDIATh - 

3)3 DAY-1971 
1.22.53Z 
MS(i # OO14i3 
FROM: AESC. 

* jf tre- DY 
2 

CT TO 
TOO Al 

- 1MMEUIAt 
3J3 UAY 1t1 
te.  
M$. OO1#.i ct'? Hifl 
011CZvUW RUMUJNA03eb 333100b-CCCC--RUC1MA,. 
LNII CCC CC 
o 291000Z v4OV 71 
IM 0LA/3ANR(P SON TRA Ati RVN 
TO RUEFN(A/CSAF/AFXCTLU 
RUHHAbA/I-A..At-/HILKktAM AFb H/tJOP 
RUCIMAA/HUS MtkS/CuMMANth PuS.T/SCOTT AEtS ILL,  
INFO RUCE.AAA/Ht* USAF!, ALT$AWELL. A AL 
RUC I.MAA.MAcL Oct 
RUt4MKSA/7ArTN NHUT AILO RVa/CC/DO/DQO/1N/UOCT/UP 
RUI*4AbA/41ARW, LONTROL CENTER UOL/11CKJ-4AM AFbHi 
RUt1HHuA/CjCPAC/cC 
RhMSMVA/MACV SAI(ON kVN 
RUEKAAA1AFt.00 FT R.1TCHLt MLJL 
RUMiR3A/CTfr 17 
RUHGOSA/CT, 17.0 
RUMOJAA/39#RNS CUM RAHN BAY Ab RVN 
RUMMRSA/3Ar(R(,P TAN SUt'ft1UT...AFLUkVN/JRCC 
RUMUP4MA/1Q1ST-AbN_LJ1LPHUiAIf RVN 
RUMUJA/37MS DANAt-Ab RiN 
RUMOSRA/OL-b 3ARHGP 000RN. RTAEB. TIA:LLAND 
RUWTFJA/USMFMPC kANOOLPH AEts TEX/DPMCS 

PA' TWO-  RUMUJNAU34bC (fr N--ii 0' ; N 1 1 A' L- 
RUMOHEA/5bSOwJOV. NA$1HQN PrIANOM RTArgrv1tmt4o- 

- 

C 0 NE 1 
CONFXL*.NTlALìLUWKE JIFI-Y/OL-A, 3AKRGP/NESCU A-3-036/0047Z NOV 71. 
1. RESCULrVtM&NPOF& 2*. NOV.-,7i.ii 
2 • MISSION.. 
3 • SI TUATIUit A LSIN AND PRESUMED DOWN 

bA PSS IbLr IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA* 
A. DESCRIT'LO QiSAN\ b - 

(1) CH clo* 
FROO;"NU 'CHARGER PAU'TU 

( "Tht. .1 
(3) PlLOfl UNKNOWN AT THIS TIME 
(4)iPOb, 3.. 
(5) WEATt*i VERY4 POOR r' CILLN(i UOwN TO ZERO IN 

MOUNTA1AS .cbOOIikN .J ci)EZNATIONi AR.A 

F 







- LMMELIIATt 
3 AY 19(1 
I '.53Z 
MSb O014.3 
i-ofi: ALSC 

(6). ;SUKy VA).. .4AJ1PMENT. MS ARMY S.A$fJARLi 
(7)LAS7'4c'OwN 4Q 4ibNJO7-b3E - 
. ACTIONS TAQ.N; 
(1) CONThOL Nt,A6NCY, :ULA, 3ARkGPP NUTiF1L) AT 280850Z 

NOEME1971.-X UAN, ANb TOWER THAT A PLAYTE*6b8 HAD NOT 

PAGE THREE )WMUJNAU34b C 0 N F .1 Li t. N I I A L 

'(2) FOLLUW1NG'$AK*ORCtS ALERTE:Li 
.39AR5AT -29/0L01 NOV 71. 
.37ARR5 T.29J0001 NOV 

(C) 1017 -ABN DIV Al 29/0002Z -NOV 71 
(U) 20 lASS A7 ,,29/OUO3, NOV 71 

(3) IOLLUWZNb SAR FORCtS WERE LAuNCHO OR OIvRTEO: 
(A) 49 ARRS Al 29/0047 1. HC-10 
()'37ARRS.AT 29/0101. ' HH-S 
(C) 101 ABN DIV AT 29/0102 2 0-2 

. FUTUR+LANS: 

LJOW
$J..AN . $EA+C4i. COASTAL ARt.AS MND LAND AREAS AT FIRST 
LtOINi, UIATHER. 

)2) SAR OHC.S FUR 3U NOV 1971. 
(A) 39ARRSU 1 I-iC-I30P 
(ta) .20 lASS - .3 - QV  -10 
(C) 101AdN 0kV UNKNOWN- Uh-1H/LOCH'S 
(U) I LAV tiPd - UNKNOWN - Uh-1H/LOCH'S 
(.) US NAVY - UNKNOWN UNKNOWN 
4F1 VN NAVY- UNKiOWN - UNKNOWN 

PM(E FOUR KUMUJNA03b C U 14 F I D N I I A L 
UiJ.37 .APtSu HH-3 

G. SUMMARY OF SAH ACTiONS; 
1. ON WA6A COMMUitLCATION CHECK 

. 
ON OVER- 

DUE CH47, fLiATT FINT .).Gh .'QN:29 'NO. 1 N6 21 
ANRIVEL)..1N AREA, IL) Atni.. 101ST AbI'4 DIV kHUV1LTh.D HELX 

iiH-53'.S FROM .37 ARNS%) 
wspyER COAST. W.ATHER IN 

MF1*jRtA W1H J000FT VISibILITY. 
ITMS HAVE bEEN 

- IMMEUIAT 
303 UAY 1911-ir. 

I1'1 t - - 

1.22.b3Z A L * 
OOI.i . '.  

Fit AESC 

** * ** IC *** ** *** ** ** ** 
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— IMMaUlAn. 
33' DAY 1911 
• O.jl.3.tU4Z 
.4Stth 0 OOib3 
HOM; AESC 

OTTCZYUw fVJMUjNAU3bI 334101.bCCCCRUCIMAA. 
ZNY CC{CC 
0 301010Z rOV 71 
FM O..-A/AR'P SuN ThA Ab NVN 
TO RUEFHA/CSAF/AFXOTLb 
RUHHAbA/WACAE/h1CKHAM AF6 I- L/UOh 

POST SCOTT AFB ILL 
'Tio UCLWTA-  MW UZIAr AL AWLLL- At'b AL' 

_JC1M.LAiMAL1MAlr.Lid 

RUMMRSA/7At IAN S(ffi JIhUT AFLD RVN/CC/OO/000/LN /DOCl/O 
RUHHAbA/41uNt'cWG CONTROL CENTEN L)OC HICKHAM 08 -1L 
RUHHbA/C IAC/CC 
RUMtjMAJ1015T AbN Lily CAMP EAbLt. RYN 
RrIM5MvA/MACV SAIbON RV14  
RUEKAAA/AFtOC FT R1TChft MU 
RUMFKAfCTi- 17 
RU1GOSA/CT., /7.0 
RUMFTGI/CTU /0.8e9 
RUM0AA/39 ANRS LOM Ht1N dAY AB RdN 
RUMMRSA/COi1NAV Leb SAi,O.s 
RUMMRSA/3ANRP TAN SUN Nh(JT AFLL RVN/JNCC 

(-
uJMU4dA/37ARRS LJANAN(i Ad RV14 

Class if i od 
SUBJECT TO G 

1T1 r O1f :E 
ttiomAT 

- 

5 

PAGE TWO RUMIAiNA0361 C 0 N F I Li E N T I A 
RUMOEHA/01.-u/3ARNbP WUORN RTAFB THAILAND =,=~l

D=ASSIFMRUWTFIJA/USMFMPC/PtANUULPti AF TE)/UPMCS C'  

RUMOREA16Qw uQ(J NAcMON PHANOM RTA .THAILAND 
BT 

N___   

CQNFOENT1ML/0PNEFe J1.FFY/UL-A, 3ANRGP/RE5CUL A-3-0 8/100UZ U NOV 71.. 
L.RESCUROGIESSRt.POR1, NbR::I 

. 

Z.MiS5ON 
3. SLTUAtI.QN . CPL' J. PR.SUMEU I)OWN- d. 1WN 
DANAN(i ANQtU€ PHU aALPJaÔSSZbL E$OUTh U-t1NA 6LA..  
Co- PERSONN.L:. INFO 1 4.v 
(2) SAR QaJECT1v.PLAYThx 666# jASNaL:bEN LOCATED AT THIS 1lM. 
D.FYZNG ACTIVITY:FOH 29 NOV 71. ENU'ING LAST L.RHT. 
(4) I01ACSN ON — 3 SORTIES FOR 12.2 HOURS. 
(2) 37ARrSQ 4 -SORT1ES.1.FOR 1N.. HOURS. 
(3) 39ARi'5 - 1 SORTiE. FOR 9.7 HUIJRS. 

I um 
**************1c************t**I ---- 

* 

* 
* 

1ãtv41xa3.  

Coaoted L 

oca1Tt 
811dDatQ 

— MMDIA1t. 
344 RAY 1971 
10.58.442 
M, $$ 00632 

iri; AESC 







** * * ****** ** ** * *** *** * ** * 

•• 1MMT 
33*4 DAY 1971 

- 

* 

MSth 003b32 It'll 

F .FUTURE pLANs: (11\+LAN TI) CONTINOL TM RCHOF, THE LANU R)urL. 
61WELN UArAI1G TO JiU *11H ARMY HELICUPTENS AND A OVEN wATEN LARCH 
UIILILZNI, MHb3 Iit.L1CuTENS ANU NAVY $IIPS AS 50011 AS WLATHLK PtRM1TS. 
() EAR FOKC.S FUR 1 UtC 71, 

'TAGE THREE RUMth.J14AU31 C 0 N F I U L N I £ A I.. 
A) :39.NRSU .1 - HCI30P 

T1(b) .37 ANRS 2 HHb3 
.1O1:MbN VI V '— UH1H/t.00H 
151 IAV L1V- • -"4 —i*IXH/LOCH 

I$UMMARY OF -SAN ACT ONS: ci) AT-1RST 1GHT PKIQRTO LAUNCII-
*h.ATI1t.R .CHECK WAS MADE AT 6ANAN6,HU'PHU'bAf4ND THE RESCUE 

AtAS THE 4ZL1Nc,.S AND V1SIb1L1T1S AT LAUNCH bASE$ ENE bELOW 
TH. wEAIHE.R IN THE SEARCH AREAS' Nt.VER iMPROVED ENOPiiH 

LçQIJP1O THE DAY TO PERMIT ANY IThE OF FLYING. THE WINOS OVER 
AHEA OVER THE SOUTH CHINA SEA LNEATLU HIGH SEAS, WHITE 

MT, SO AS I tEt)CE ViSIbILITY TO ALMOST LEO 
All  4SURf-AC SEARCH, SEA SURFACE CUNOITiOU$ .WERtYUATEL) 

JN ki .IAVAL SHIPS,  ON SCENE.. THE LORECTCA..L .S1GH OF ThE 
A1ARAT is PLAYTX666**
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- MMEUIATE 
4*4 DA'Y 1971 
01.58'044Z 

MSG ,003b2 
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- IM4EDIATE * 
335 QAY 1971 * 
11'.OI.05Z * C 
P456 a 011643 k 
FROM AESC 

pUP4UJNAOflt7 3351020-CCCC-RUCIt4AA. - _ 

0 010945Z JEC 71 
FM OL-A 3 ARNGP SON IRA AB RVN 
TO RUEFHQAICSAF/AFXOTZB 
RUHHABA/PACAF HICKHAM AFB HI/DOH 
RUCIMAA/HQS  L94CQMAND POST/SCOTT AFB  ILL 
INFO RUCEAAA/HQ USAFLT1AXWELL A'Fb AL 

RUMMRSA/7AF AN SON NHUT AFLD RVN/CC/DO/000/IN/OOCT/DP 
RUHABA/41ARRWG/CONTROL CENTER DOC/HICKHAM AFB HI 
RUHH1QA/C INCPAC/CC 
RUMUMJA/IOlST ABN DIV DAMP EAGLE RVN 
Rt-IMSMVA/MACV SAIGON RVN 
RUEKAAA/AFEOC FT RITCHIE MD 
RUMFRBA/CTF 77 
RUHGOSA/CTG 77.0 
RUMFB8/CU 10.8.9 

AB RVN 
AFLD 

SlJ3j'' TO GEr 
ScDjj-r OF RD 11653 
AU'MMIATICAIJY   AT TWO 
YEAR 'N7-EJR7A14s 

PAGE 2 RUM1hJNA0O17-r  Q  F 1 Q 
RUMORA/OL-6 3ARRGP UDORN RTAFB THAILAND 
RUWTFJA/USAFMPC RANDOLPH AFB TEX/OPMCS 
RUMOREA/5SOW/000/NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB THAILAND 
BT 

.&. £4- - /JOPREP JIFFY/OL-A, 3ARRGP/RESCUE A-3-038/ 
10002 1 DEC 71, 
I. RESCUE PROGRESS REPORT NBR: 2 - 

2. MISSION NUMBER: A-3-038 - 004 29 NOV 71. 
3. SITUATION: A C11-4T HELICOPTER IS MISSING AND PRESUMED DOWN 

BETWEEN DANANG AND IJEE-PHU BAI, POSSIBLY IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA, 
C. PERSONNEL1NF0 

(1) 33 PERSONS INVOLVED 
(2) PLAYTEX 866 HAS-NOT BEEN LOCATED AT THIS TIME. 

D. FLYING ACTIVITY: FOR 01 DEC AND ENDING LAST LIGHT. 
(1) 101 ABN DIV - I SORTY FOR 1.2 HRS. 
(2) 37 ARRSQ - 4 SORTIES FOR jLJRS. 

- IMMEDIATE 
335 9AY 1971 
11.04-05Z 
P456 U011643 
FROM ; AE SC 

OK 
RUP4OJAA/39ARRS CAM RAHN BAY 
RUMMRSA/3ARRGP TAN SON NI-3(JT 
RUMUKA/CQMNAV 48 SAIGON 
RUMUJBA/37ARRS DANANG AB RVN 







- IMMEDIATE 
5 DAY 1971 p / 

11 04-05Z c 
MS 9 011643 cK2 
FROM; AESC 

E. FUTURE PLANS: 
(I) PLAN TO CONTINUE THE SEARCH OF THE LAND ROUTE BETWEEN 
DANANGE TO HUE WITH ARMY HELICOPTERS AND AN OVER WATER SEARCH 
UTILIZING HH-535 HELICOPTERS AND NAVY SHIPS A$ SOON AS THE 

PAGE 3 RUMUJNA00I7 t 0 N F I 0 E N 1 i A L 
WEATHER PERMIS7 
: 2) SAR FORCES FOR :2 DtC .1971 

(A)'39 ARRSG -1 HC-13OP 
B) 57 ARRSQ - 2 HH-53. 

(C) 101 ABN DIV - 4 10 —4JN-jH/LOCHS 
(0) 1ST CAV DXV 2 TO -' - UH1H/LOCHS 

SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS:  
(I) AT FIRST LIGRI PRIOR TO LAUNCH TIME A WEATHER CHECK WAS 
MADE AT DANANG, HUE/PHU BAI AND THE SEARCH AREA. HUE WAS BELOW 
MINIMUMS AND DANANG WAS BARELY ABOVE. TWO JOLLY GREENS FLEW IN 
THE MORNING ON A FRAGGED MISSION NEAR THE SEARCH AREA, RETURNING 
FROM THAT MISSION THEY FLEW 8? THE SEARCH AREA AND (WITH 200 10 
300 FOOT CEILINGS) SPOTTED SOME 'GREEN' WRECKAGE ON A BEACH,_  

ThEY WERE AT BINGO FUELS SO TOOK PICTURES OF WREKAGE AND RETURNED 
TO DANANG. AGTER REFUELING THEY TOOK OFF AGADJ TO RE-INVESTIGATE 
THE WRECKAGE AND ONE HUE? FROM HUE/PHU BAt JOINED THEM. THE '.` 
WRECKAGE WAS CONFIRMED BY THE HUE? AS NOT Ch-47. LATERI 'FLYING  
UP THE bEACH THE HUE? LANDED IN SEVERAL PLACES AND DID PICKUP 
MORE O98RIS, IT WAS JUDGED LATER NOT TO BE FROM A CH-47 ALSO, 
BECAUSE OF LIMITED WEATHER THE JOLLY GREENS RETURNED THEN TO 

PAGE 4 RLJMUJNA00I7  C  
DANANG, NO AIR REFUELINGS WERE ACCOMPLISHED. 

GP-4 
BT 
t*0017 

- IMMEDIATE - 

335 DAY 1971 * 
11.04.05Z * C 0 N P E * 
MSG $ O11'43 * :. F /ri fl * 
FROM: AESC 







XMMU1Afl. ***. 

14 L * 
Ms6 # 001433 * * 

i: AESC 

PACKED U U.$. ARMY tVALUATLON AS TO WI1THM THEY 
COULD dL RELAT.L.) TU UOWN.0 AIRCRAT•, IF WtAHER PERMITS 
THERE WILL bt A IKST LLaair EFF(MT ON 30 NOV 71. TO CONTLNu. 
FEET W1 AND HIGH LANU AKEN SEARCH. ND REPULNGS WERE 
CONDUCTED. 

91 
40346 

NNNN 

- IMMtUlATt 
uAY 191.L 

I.22.53Z 
M OO14.. 

HOM: AESC 

C rt 







- IMMDIATt. 
3..b 04AY 1971 * 

r S2.07Z * 
Ofl3o7 

Ft0M: AESC 

OTTCZYUW RI4MUJNA003I 

0 e5T1' C 71 
FM OL A 3ANRGP SCN IRA AU RVN 
TO RUEFH(A/CSAF/AFX0TL6 
UHEAKA/PACAF HJCKHAM AFB HAWAI1/00H 

RLJrrIMAA/hS ARRS/CQ AtLLLgb&T1SCOTT - AFa.n..L 
INFO RUCEAA/11tT USIF ALT MAXWELL AFtI ALA 
PUrIMAA/MAC/MAOCCp 
RUMMRSt7 TThN SQ1flHIJT AFLD RVN/CC /00/000/I N/DOCTtDP 
RUHHA8A/41ARRWG/CON1ROL CENTER/LJOC/HICKhAP.j AFU HAWAII 
RUHHI-10A/C UICPAC /CC 
PHMSMVA/MACV SAI(ON RVN 
PUEKAA/4AF.0C FT RITCHIE Ml) 
RUMFbA/CTF 17 
RUMUHFA/LO1ST AUN £iIV CAMP HORN 
RUHGOSA/CTu 17.0 
RUMUJBA/20 lASS DANANO AU RVN 
RUMOJAA/39ARRS CAM RAHN FAY AU RVN 
RUMMRSA/3AkRGP TAN SON NHUT AFLO RVN/JRCC 
RUMrjJ8A/37ARFS DANANG AU RVN 
(h106RA/OL8 3AR<GP LJUORN RTAFU THAILAND 

RUWTFJA/USAFMPC FAN0OLPh AFU TEX/UPMCS 
RUMOHEA/56SOW/000/F1AKHON. P$ANOM RTAES THAILAND 
BT 
C 0 N F I UE N T I A L/JOF'REP JIFFY/0L—A, iARRGP/RESCUEA-3038 
)42 2'67r' - 
1. RESCUE .L0S1NG REPORT. 2 DEC 
2. MISSION NUMiER 
3. SLATL0 LCOEDQWN - 

•C... PERSOF4NEL INFO 
(1. 

OPTER06CAL 
UNKNQWNS&*T 402  

0.. FLUNG ACTIVLTY:... 

(2 Rft oREgofthouas.. 

tLASSIF 
AA. 

RVN y Ai 

tQER$ONS 

C1aSSted  by 
SJJCT 

TO GFogavLkDC 
saaEDU or cctri lyEDIRDEp.11652 

WTONAT I CAILY D& 

YEAR INTERVAW 0 - ) 
PAGE a RUMlIJNA003I C 0 N F 1 0 E. N T I A L cLSIFI' 

        

- IMMEDIATE 
36 DAY 1971 
Ob.52.07Z 

0036o7 
ftwM; AESç 

       

       

uu U 

* 
* 
* 

 

txidividual. 
Contacted: 5. LJ 

 

DECLASTFIr- 

  

Local Iiwe, 
and Date : 

 

       

       



- IMMEDIATE 
356 DAY 1971 
')b052.07Z 
1S6 0036b7 
FROM: AESC 

* 

* 

* 
** **** * ** * * ** ***** ** ** ** ** ** ** 

- 1MED.ATt. 
3.)66AYf71 * r * 

16*52-072 A LL * 

MSG n 003bb7 * WUU Y U U * 

F: AESC 

3-j9ARS-150P -- - 

G. SUMMARY OF SAP ACT1.  

(1) Al APP14OX1MATELY -olnoi, ThE- ARMY LAUNCH.O SEVERAL US ARMY 
HELICOPTERS TO SEARCH THE AREA OF LAST KNOWN POSITION AND AT 02122 
AA5H SITE. WAS LOCATED AND SUSPECTED TO BE THAT OF PLAYTEX 866. 
THIS CONFIRMED.  B:LDCAT.iOD IDENTIFICATION OF THE,  TAIL 

PAGE 3 RUMU.Jt4A0031 t 0 N F .1 D t T ..i A 1.. 

I N!L1JD I N$f C ANb SCUE11CRAFLREMA11I1 Q.EAR OF THE... CRASH 
sVtEANLr&rTs*-  ARP4J- WOULD .CONTRbt .ALL FURTHER RE.SCUE. ACTIVITIES 
AND THAT .USFRESCUE ENCLES$AV;CtOSE THIS :MISSION. THIS WAS 
CONCUREDwHY  

() TOTAL FLYING ACTIVITY SE E ITEM 3D. 
GP-4 

fl0031 

NN 







56 O\V 
Oct - Dec 71 
K-WG-56-HI 

' TATL:: T 

L Dcccthcr 1971 

3U2J.CT: Sandy 5 and 6 (R Jcrt 1.c C5) 

1 Lt 1055L,  21  N ov 71, •o1ipaok 1ertc.t t. launch ISAP. We - e air- 
born.,-;l Lt 1112L from Ubori, and dircctcd by Mmg to head south. Shortly 
thereafter,'Xing gave u pcific nic4cris to proccd to 036/60/3. 

2. Cnc hour after bakoo...f via rrivd in rca uid Cot a firat hand 
brie on the situation by uatic Ic ici .tic 14 (:Lo TE'd for 
att]. dnae) 1=31  all it s.1c.ric-: c :;31::id fire in tat: arc. with :'.ixiwrous 

£at r1over strLco. O w :L:t,- on is s;..v1 radio anc dict 
i cxcUont job of v•torjn m I:.a itic.n. I hd hit pi.fl)Oirtt 

in a;.inivu: ount of tii:o. Lit. ..cccr ;i.; I cc cvr b tcition, I 
iotjcd ni-cxj 'iv Cl  trcop-  cvir.; (CtO road t-.: poitiQ.. 
Just as I as ro1lir. th on -,ho zic 5 -- dv; cc ;. they ;ere 
frioridlics. 1y pc :c -.th z fir.n T: to.t ro..chd 
,ho uurvivo.r apprortIy 5 ntnut; lay. : :it an :' :onnel 
carrier. I had tr lin,-, th, no ;2rzmd Jrc. 
£ roitioned zr,. I? Okc and a rok :d d thF SLR frcs. 
A fo.r secor.da before xcution, ';i'.or rc:'t: 'nd fire. t• 
CrOUd troops ctntod h a iocly tG,m pprcxirnto1y 3 
south. I agreod with th.a. Once in , the rio:• moved into an Qper 
area in the canter of to xne. I clirect"-d- Jolly Gr;t oo to autorotate down 
tc the LZ. The 5ur'ri'o:' ;iakad up without any probIms at 1308L. 

AY 

S. LAiLTH, JR., Captain, UF 
an  S 





I CNr!DENT.&L 

DAN: 29 November 1 1471 

14I551N %U}1; A-Oj-OZl Nve r 

A1ftCFT ?',ing 23 

DI3Tki5 AC4AFTS }4A.SK 5 

LOCTICN J &O 

l'4b V-S 

ri tt twc:', iQ .LL: a •LL irza;llcco 
at 014Z t- HA- u oaiJ.: out, -,4a n v ouna 
in gcd ncit.on and a ttiETIC rirr  
orbit arid arrived overhead -e a 
Greene 5.6 & O and Sandy 5k o :r;. C1 9 a 
Jdiy Gr  ten e 6.L &6 ind K I s rro ;r. 7.. 'A'. or G So c bO and 
Sandyz was 0530Z  and JG & a 'r €U '3C 55 .a. n eene cocan- 
der and ad exell' voice rza:t wi:i ie .n- :;irvt';cr or. z.h round. 
iA1 5' ocsition was verifQ . ?c. rtkr.;  5 ii ca,e.. maiiy ui- 
frn-:' trops i.n tne area ar 1111 3 r..3.r i ar ia of 
survivor tfl iF r=4eta arid - - rss offered 
th&...: sr'icea and who w.tr,3 ;r: .- 

, left .IG' 
56 & 60 zo they could ct on -- .:: tP6 & 64 at. 
0505Z. 55 ru Sar - .:.. ;r 
Sandy assui on cnt ny .-.: was L. t  'cr..is arid 
aevra1. Hawks made straffizig pas; r. ei i -  rrin zlawK 5. About 
this t.ie friendly trops arrt;ed - .- .0 i au ear. - - or their way 
toward awk 5. USTL 1 r -,;z-_C C :i tro c3zaander 
and relay* this information to Sand:,,  5 rnexy activity lessened 
arici at 0532 Phase k.Lpha oegan aziu JG tit w.t aut '.o zarne in for pick izp, 
cut by that the (052OZ) the frjencLy nac zaae contact with MW 5 
and thought it teat to put him in an armored perscnnei carrier and driwe to 
a sale area where the pick up could be made easier. Sandy 5 agreed and. . 

the forces were', held until Hawk 5 was moved tQwarci a sate town. A. -'.•' 

5t.e was agreed an by Sandy 5, Hawk 5 and the troop ConwWW. 
started Phase Alpha again at 06C3Z and Phase bravo Was c1tL at" P 
JG 66 reported light small arms fire as they depard and hi.rI.'gi 
returned the fire. JG 66 reported Hawk 5  had a few second degree burns 
on face, skinned elbow, but was smiling and Ok. He then aT1I'd at high 
altitude to CH 73 4th i'TA of 07102. Sandy 5 cocr ithate4 with IWSTIC 55 
that the pick up was coiiinleted and rescue forces il. 

P08L124 A.\S: 

A tanker for fast mover resourc s was re'ue6ta from Paris control at 
appror[at.ly- 0450Z. We were advised that iLue Ctup could not get a tanker 
and at 0550Z were tc11 by Part3 it was still on trie runwaj. In this area, 

GROUP-4 
1nwngr:ckcat 3 year ntervi':, 

C,fieaf er r. 







F 
- 

jolljrGreens ó6, 

taws  

-
_
AACM FL1GHT! ., . 

: 
. 
 e
.' : TcP FLIQHT 

ALPa& 
- 

s*imr 5 and 6 

.tColrvjn t Klingeiiberg Jr 
1t Lee L sa4Lr*ay: 

slow .over resources were aJos cn-exL.. .r.t a if fast vrs are  
utilized, a tanker hou.L e act 1w f.-,r reeL..ng. 

• There appears to ue no 3pecir1c ency t contact for rourcee in 
Cambodia. 1a& rod aer.a to oe no i-existent, cut not.ng  official has been 
received by 39th AiWS concerning thio. undc )pha Came up on frequency 
with se £ oratioT2, but again nothing is known or pa33ed L.0 39th crews 
regaraing thie Who cocitrols in Car...cctia? 

A. distinct lack or CCI made .or sozo uonfusioa with the many resources 
in the area. If weather is marginal under these coiditiozs it would be 

ip.osio1e to circulate them as neeoeu. 

- Gunships were requested through Paris and wo were in_r6rmed they were 
on the way, but after about 10 iiriutes were told they could not get boder•  
clearance. 

A-37 - Hawks were requested with the JGts fram CH 73, but wdrener 
rscsived. Kcrreaz4i$ were given. 

Some of'the HAWK strike aircraft were running low on fuel srd planned. 
tAik izud at Pmcn ?th for fuel. In liht of recent enemy activity in t1bie. 
xea ebouZ4 King crews adv se UaW'icz or any ether resource aireft Utr$ ' 

. 

•••• 

in vim' Of the several SAJS in Cambodia, I feel it a.ces.ry o '&dt±. 
of th* pr;n,bew areas that have been developing CM thee. SAI8, or 

a Ling &M  W-  will be nothing more than a speotator to the ppingwit  
out being sble to exert citrol and coordi tion so necessary in atforti 
s*ch a these. , - 

1 RSOUCS  

I 9!4aj4rkoas 
Ji*!*y S. Pr.I 

GROUP-4 
Downgradc.aat 3 year intervals.. 

Dcasifed at er L2 ycr. 
CONFrDENT1AL 







37 ARRSQ HISTORY, 1 OCTOBER - 31 DECEMBER 1971 

rendezvoused with SEA Wolf helicopter and was briefed on the SAR 

situation. Approach and landing at the crash site were without 

incidents nd fourteen survivors taken on board. The Jollies 

proceeded to Binh Thy to unload_t4ie survivors and assess battle damage. 

Jol' T'disèovered flve hits And Jolly Green 73 orre-, but the 

damage wasi.'t critical and the return to Bien Hoa was begun. 

The weather had deteriorated and both aircrafrwere again forced 

to fly low. After transiting through a heavy rain shower Capt 

Richard L. Wall, Jolly Green 73 AC, lost all visual and radio 

contact with Jolly Green 70. A run through of all normal frequencies 

proved fruitless and Jolly Green 73 proceeded to Bien Hoa for 

fuel 

On the ground it was determined that Jolly Green 70 had crashed 

In the Son Nha Bhe River at the same position where visual Contact 

had been lost. Several aircraft were already in the suspected SAR 

area and Jolly Green 73 launched to Join them. Despite poor 

weather Capt Wall and crew spotted a survivor, Pararescuernan AIC 

Richard L. Steed s  on the river bank and an immediate pick-up was 

made. The search was continued and It was learned that a Navy 

hllcopter had rescued the Flight Engineerft  Sgt Hank L. Theriot, 

who had been taken to Vung Tau. Low fuel fIr,'l ly fotced Capt 

Wall to return to Bien Hoa. Subsequent search and investigation 

revealed that Jolly Green 70 had been downed by enemy ground fire. 

A lunch time scramble at the Ben Hoa FOL sent Capt Steven R. 

Tyler and crew heading for the heart of Cambodia to rescue a downed 

American 4-37 pilot on 29 Nov. Enroute to the scene all applicable 

16 



37 ARRSQ HISTORY, 1 OCTOBER - 31 DECEMBER 1971 

.hecklists were run and both Jolly Greens were ready for the rescue 

attempt upon arrival at the initial holding point. While the area was 

being prepared by both fast and slow moving TAC AIR the JoHys were 

moved to a position almost directly over the SAR area. Capt Tyler 

was briefed and was making his final preparations for a run in when 

the survivor advised that there was intense ground fire in the area and 

that he was with a group of armed friendlies that could take him to a 

more secure area. After the survivor was relocated and it was deter-

mined that the area was relatively secure Capt Tyler initiated an 

autcrotative descent around cloudstoabarren dirt field. The survivor 

boarded the aircraft and anear vertical departure was made from the 

area. The survivor was treated for second degree burns on his face, 

.neck,and arms during the return flight to Bien F-foa. 

On 31 December 1971 Jolly Green 73 and 65 were launched from Da 

Nang AFB to recover two army helicopter crews downed in the vicinity 

of Khe Sahn The crews had been briefed on the severity of hostile 

action In the area prior to takeoff. The Jo1les held above a high 

overcast waiting for the Saridles to confirm that the pickup zone was 

ready. The Jollies were then advised to descend and establish them-

selves In a holding area several miles south of the survivors position 

It had been determined that even though several survivors were 

woLr.ded it would be possible to use the forest penetrator for the 

pickup. Sandy lead advised Capt Peter H. Chapman and crew that it 

looked good for the pickup attempt since no ground fire had been 

detected during the last thirty minutes and that varied ordnance had 

been expended around the survivors. Following Sandy S Jolly Green 73 

made a high speed low altitude run In toward the pickup point. Shortly 

17 
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1-FE --1U4UJA. 

L' "IT'4AM 
A' VI 

TAFB TA1LAD 
' VIETNAM 

..y' RTAFi I"HA1LLN1) 

?9 WIV 71TI4E FOLLOWING C114C13,*t 
-v-.4JI I?QRsA'Ow AND DfSSEM1NAT74 '. 
. )U(JTF •-:' 

SUE): rSC1E r-iT UUMBER-  0321 NOVTi 
•3;'J NOV 71. 

1.. T r;tS.;'U: •= •i Ar4o DISPLAYED ON 
ThIS MISI:" :SULT' r-AfE RETURI4 oc AN INVALUABLE AIkc,F 
'' .ER. 'uS TH6, QNTTNUOUS EFFORTS OF 
AflaI,1 tS:.rr. •. - -. .1# • •.. . -, - -ft. 

2. SSflEL' THAT T '-1LY OEO1çA1'Øji HAS NOT GONE JNREç 
PC4F N4) 41AW( - 1'. EXPSFSSft*G'IINGERE THANKS FR A 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH AIR FORCE PACAF 

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96307 

SPECIAL ORDER 7 MAY 1972 
G-1063 

BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT, EACH OF THE FOLLOWING IS 
AWARDED THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS FOR HEROISM WHILE 
PARTICIPATING IN AERIAL FLIGHT ON THE DATE INDICATED. 

SSAN NAME ON PAS 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL 

CLARKE JOHN A 711.011 U6RSSK 

CAPTAIN 

e-UPKE ROBEPT F 711108 NARHSB 
1ST OLC 

FOLEY NORMAN R 711129 CAQKJR 

GRIFFITH RODNEY S 711108 DAQKJR 

HART LESLIE C 711231 DAQKJR 

SARTORI MICHAEL C 711108 CACKJR 

suvIA EnNALD 711011 UBRSSK 

TYLER STEPHEN itz' 711129 DAQKJR 
1ST OLC 

WITHERS JAMS 700610 NARMT6 
6TH OLC 

TECHNICAL SERGEANT 

NARDI EUGENE L 711108 DAQKJR 
5TH OLC 

G-1063 



SO G-1063, HQ 7TH AIR FORCE, APO SAN FRANCISCO 96307, 7 MAY 1972 

SALOmE CHARLES F 711231 DAQKJR 

1ST CLC 

YOUNG JON HI 711129 GACKJR 

2ND OLC 

STAFF SERGEANT 

GARCIA DAVID 711108 DAQKJR 

WINES JAMES w 711231 DAQKJR 

SERGEANT 

PRAYER JOHN W 711129 DAOKJR 

ArkmAN Flf:ST CLASS 

ALDEAN CHAPLES B 
2P OLC 

t-,SHDOWN JAMES K 
1ST OLC 

WAGWR MICHAEL L  

71110b DAOKJR 

711231 DAQKJR 

711231 DACKJR 

ROR THE COMMANDER 

gAttil 
SCH, SmSGT, USAF 
TOD OF A0mINISTRATI3N 

0ISTRI6UTION 
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56 SOW 
Oct-Dec 71 
K-IMG4S6-11.1st 302 4 Docer.abor 1971 

St00 11o1.101-:.., :a:17 05 

TO: 56th SC.1 (D0) 

1. Command Poo.t notified at 11151,, 29 Irovembar, 1971, that a 3.411. 
was in proe,ress for 05, an AT-37 Vtith one crewraembar. He had ejected. 
and was spotted by a .7!t/.stir. at 036/60/135. 

2. Sandy 05 e, C, Jolly C:.-..cen 56 t;  60, were launched. by Joker and were 
airborne from non at 1112L. 

3. sandy 01 e.,-; 02 lrer.- on orbi,and were recovered. at labon.. They landed 
at 1155L and. were ro-fueled ar rendy t 12151. 

4. Sandy 05 •;:.x..lod on-:-...cene-ocr.m;--4 at 1230L. dlly 'arn 64 4:: 66 marc 
on scene and Jolly Green 66 b;:couted pickup attez-,ptat 1255L and. aborted 
this attempt at 12341J0 

5. A friendly arori nersonnol carrier tra:loported the •4.1ot to a safer 
area ani a. ,uccoszful pic1:-u2 wan accomplished by Jolly Green 66 at 130311. 
SIR successfully torminr_ted. 

Jr r „ , 
/f4. - • tt. 

' e • '1 

CIZA.T.0 7. imzirra t  
sac°, 1st Sc 

FOR TEL CaIIIIIIDM 

Robert1
Line



th• 29thD  ii C' 'ih or. ..-: 4:•tx:'. :1zt 

n ! 

1crce ct n: 

or,' vxrla .DOTL_ t  

• 32 
5) tiLL 

(a) ; r.r.;, ai -. 

.c T..; 

rrvct oat n ir ftj: E:::.d-r h3:r   

ari at 1230. vL'.. rdc t LJ 

to h-4 5 po3tion. An a iorc- rricr C;a 

vc;s rccd }-k O 'i.y a.t.: tc 3ry r±e 

ovzrid4 

(a) A Ictp .tL:::t. uudy' 

araa to ek rc:' ot..i i'i::•o.. : t:ae .'ire t rruci i 

r - ,1 .•. 1 •• . • .-•-... . •, • 0••• 

, . .fl • - .. -. - AL 

• • 
-• • 

'i •f..:i .•;•': th;: ,.c 

.2. 4.i :C0 ?oc: i'or E.05., Ij. Dec 7, (c 
3_). 
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CiJjJ)tN iT I 

GAT: 9 Nov'a'r Y.'i1 

MI6ZuN Nb)44ã. -J)-.azI 

AI*LFT DtN ri. • 

tST*5 • _4tYt HA 

LiXATIOP: 1iMJ ' 

SAVi& t 4 i4tT • 

Wcije on 
at 00u t.at IiLA .. •. . 

..n gtou canditi •fld a • r 
orbit and arriv. verh - 

Gtaers > & 6t) San r 
J.L1y Grefte 64 
Sar3y-3 •.a 05 •' 

uer and '-Ad eXCe t.' v--- 
b & 5 positi an 'a 
r1enily Li,  the ar 

survivor in C,;t;Al . 

+he.it 'rvicea ana who w. 
56 & 60 so they could gei '• 

0505. tICSTIL :i trife 
5 assoned o: scone 

sdl,.,I'al Hawks made 3trar. -.. 

this time friendly troop. 
)t'* 5 USTI 

and rLa .hi.. -..tornm . 
at 05Z i bC A Luha 

i.)uL by t)*t time 
a.nc ttou.gflt iL dt,t to p. 
6 SaZe VVK where the 
the rocea wert held unt. 

it.e was aVud oi oy S...i . a:. r- 

tartesz PkAtse £.ipna agai .: ." 

JG 66 reported light sma r., - •i i 
r3trr.. he fire. JG & • hawk 
ori face, SkiiLnsd e!tow, L iA w.Lirg . 

altitt4a L0Lh73 w'ith. •f f - i; ; k':.. ;.• 
that the pick up was cowted arJ rescue •. c -' 

1OLi.M   

A t.rtJr for  fast rL ri:3 :'ueL.••cj fry;:) ri t 
aporiatt,e1y 045OZ. We wtre acveJ at. L,.Lu'J rp ':' 'c •'. 

and at 0550Z were told i3y r'rj3 it Was, 5tiU on the rI:1!J.f. n 

CONFIDENTIAL 1 
J T)owrgria at i w.jr rrvm : 

eCL jf r 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line



slow mover reeoircrs weri., 
utt1izei, 3 ttAk? .: 

Th*.re aper3 to e ri' eifie ni:y ic 

Caru.odia irod 3O'flb to . e  
receiv. - .i ty 39th tLllt c r:tn ..'. ,. pnt C : t. 41 " 

with Jafa tion, but. ain •nLrg is ic.i or r .. 

r0garoing this. Who ccn!rd s in Gae.d1a? 

A Li.tinct, lack of GCL made 'or 'oo confu:-A xi w1ti the 'x re. 
th t.be area. Irf weather wargirai under tn'se contht: it wouLd 
iposaibs to rcua'e th: as neeex.1. 

Gnihip3 were requested through Paris and w4 were Ln.rcrm.jci 
on the wy, but after about. 10 minutes were told they coulo not, 
ci earaac. 

get t'rthr 

A-37 Hawks were rquetod with the JGt5  from CH 73, 
received. No rons were given. 

.iut were never 

8ce Lf the HAWK strike aircraft werw runrd.rig ...ow on fuel and p1&rrno 
.o land at F'moN ?'th for fuel. in ltght if rcrit eneiy act.v4 ty in this 

area shou1 king crews adv-15e Hawks or any other resourci aircrft not to 
land there 

In view of 1-he eev.rai bith.S in Cambodia, I feel it necessry to addre9e 
s of th problem areas that have been developing on thebe SAnS, or else  
a King er' will be nothing more than a spect.aLor to the nap.cirig with-
out being tbl* to exert control and coordination 50 necessary in efforts 
such az V.-se. 

KOUHC b.':; 

RUS'IIC 5 
kUsiic LL 
RUSTIC 21 
PAcXk4 FLt 
HAW O 
HAWK O 

AFACHI, FLIGHT - Huey slick, 2 Cobras 
BASS FLIGHT - 2F-4' 
kutl TOP FL[GiiT - 2F - 41 5 

SUNDOG &L-PHA - C30 
SANDY 5 and 
Jolly Greens ô, 6,4, 560  and &) 

  

AC Lt Col '-rvin L. klingenberg Jr. 
OP ILt La M. Dsore, 

N a.Thovts . &tery 
hO TSgt Jimmy N. Freeman 

 

CONFIDENTiAL, Downgradc at 3 year intervals.. 
L).assifed at er 12 y& is. 
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2-Endless Hours on the Ground 

Jolly Greens Snatch A 37 Pilot From Reds 
By PFC. KEN SCHULTZ 

S&S Staff Correspondent 

TAN SON NHUT AB, Vietnam—The 
37th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Sq. 
here told Tuesday how they snatched a 
downed pilot from under the noses of a 
Communist unit that was closing in on 
him. 

The pilot was flying a U.S. Air Force 
A37 Dragonfly when his plane was 
brought down in flames by 12.5mm anti-
aircraft fire. 

The plane crashed and burned, but 
search and rescue (SAR) operations for 
the pilot, who had ejected, began almost 
as soon as the call for help was re-
ceived by an HC-130 Hercules plane fly-
ing out of Cam Ranh Bay. 

At the call for help two broad-nosed 
7th AF 11H53 Super Jolly Green Giant  

helicopters, armed with miniguns, were 
launched to rescue the downed pilot. 

The two hours the pilot spent on the 
ground waiting to be rescued were prob-
ably the longest of his life. 

Th burns on his face, arms and legs 
were nearly forgotten during the agony 
of waiting. 

While the Jolly Green Giants headed 
toward the crash site two of the 
maneuverable Als. heavily armed, single-
engine fighters, sped to link up with the 
choppers and provide protection against 
Communist ground fire. 

A Communist infantry unit was re-
ported moving toward the downed pilot 
from one direction as allied ground forces 
raced in from another direction. 

Seventh AF F4 Phantoms and Army 
helicopter gunship -. -  

operations as added protection, were 
only a radio call away If more firepower 
was needed. 

Meanwhile, the pilot kept in touch 
with the SAR units via a radio built into 
his flight suit. An electronic device in 
the suit emitted impulses to aid in pin-
pointing his position. 

As the Als moved in and pounded the 
Red positions in an attempt to silence 
the ground fire, allied infantrymen 
reached the American pilot and moved 
him to a secure position. 

One of the rescue helicopters awaited 
word to move in for the pickup, observ-
ing the colored smoke which marked a 
cleared landing area for the craft. The 
other copter remained in the distance. 

The chopper spent seven minutes on 
the ground picking up the slightly ip- 

jured pilot. Communist fire could still 
be heard in the distance. 

"The jollys always work in pairs," 
the AF spokesman said. "One works as 
a low bird and the other one is there 
in case the first bird gets hit or has 
mechanical trouble." 

To the men aboard these bulky rescue 
helicopters, 'there's no such thing as a 
standard mission. You play each one by 
ear," said Capt. Steve Tyler, 26, pilot of 
the chopper that eventually rescued the 
A37 flier. 

Afterward, Flight Engineer Airman 
1.C. John Drayer, 21, recalled: "You 
don't think about too much when you're 
out there. You do your job and shut out 
everything else. 

For these men the job was done—until 
tomorrow. 



CAPT. ALVIA W. MOOR II, r, returns t 
Bien 1408 AS, Republic of Vietnam, after 
his successful rescue from hosti le ter-
ritory. Capt. Stephen Tyler, I, was the 
aircraft commander 01 The 1+4-53 Sups 
Joll Green Giant That made the rescue. 

Rescue saves F-105 pilot in Laos,  
TAN SW I51UT AR, INN -- One of the most dramatic air rescues in recent months 

took place in Laos (Dec. 11) when an Air Force F-lOS Thonderchief pilot was re-
trieved after his aircraft was downed by a surface to air missile (SAM) near the 
'.ti Gia Pass. 

A harrowing 20 hours for the pilot on the ground in Laos preceded his rescue. 
The pilot, '-J. Robert E. Belli, was 

supporting an interdiction mission a-
bout eight miles northwest of the pass 
on Dec. 10 when his aircraft was downed 
by a S.A.'-1 from the North Vietnamese side 
of the border. 

The 39th and 40th Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Squadrons were iwediately 
notified of the crash and sped to the 
area. 

The major had successfully ejected 
and the search and rescue (SAR) force 
of 1-5-1-53 Super Jolly Green Giants and 
HC-130 Hercules fasd him in hostile 
territory. 

The SAR aircraft established both 
voice and beeper contact with the pilot 
of the downed aircraft, who reported he 
was in a secure position although enemy 
troops were in the area. 

Due to deteriorating weather, the 
SAR aircraft were unable to extract the 
pilot before darkness, and he spent the 
night on the ground. 

He reported he had a broken arm and 
a possible broken leg but there was 
little the rescue force could do for 
him until the weather broke. 

Midnight Medevac By Da Nang Unit 

Responding to a midnight call, an l-IH-43 crew from the 
Pedro Section, 37th ARRSq, Da Nang Airfield, medevaced 
three officers who had suffered severe fragmentation in-
juries in an explosion at the base. 

Capt John N. Drexler set the Pedro down on the helicop-
ter pad near the 366th Dispensary and the first patient, 
who had been critically wounded, was placed aboard. He 
was accompanied by the flight medical officer, Capt Rich-
ard J. Emerson (MC). The HH-43 immediately took off, 
delivered the wounded man to the 95th USA Hospital, and 
returned to Da Nang. Captain Emerson remained at the 
hospital with his patient. 

At Da Nang, Pedro picked up the second patient and 
delivered him to the Army hospital. Captain Emerson 
was returned to Da Nang. Two hours later, the Pedro 
Section was notified that it would be necessary to medevac 
the third wounded man. Again the HH-43 crew took to the 
air, made the pickup and airlifted the patient to the hos-
pital. Pedro returned to the ramp shortly before 3 am., 
the aircraft was serviced and the crew assumed an alert 
status once again. 

Accompanying Captain Drexler on the nledevacs were 
Capt Michael F. Schmidt, copilot; A1C Robert S. Bos, 
flight mechanic; and Sgt Earl Brooks,Jr., medical technician. 

Rescue crew saves 
Dragonfly pilot 
down in Cambodia 

BILN FS)A AS, INN -• Rescue crews 
saved an Air Force A-37 Dragonfly pilot 
(Nov. 29) after his aircraft was shot 
down by enemy ground fire in Kcepong 
Thom, Caithodia. 

Capt. Alvia W. 'bore II was picked 
up in hostile territory by rrrmbers of 
the 37th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Squadron on alert here from Os  Nang 
Airfield. 

,The pilot was on a 1CM pass when he 
felt the aircraft shudder. Voments la-
ter, the pilot of an accaiçanying A-37 
radioed Captain '-Score that his aircraft 
was on fire. 

As flames reached the cockpit, the 
captain ejected and parachuted into the 
hostile area. 

'*anwhile, the wing man contacted an 
HC- 130 Hercules rescue command aircraft 
from the 39th Aerospace Rescue and Re-
cery Squadron at Cam Ranh Bay AS. The 
Hercules relayed the information to the 
Joint Rescue Coordination Center at Tan 
Son Nhot AR, and two 1-51-53 Super Jolly 
Green Giants and a pair of A-i Skyraid-
ers were lainched from Bien Boa to make 
the rescue. 

Captain sbort, in good condition 
with burns on his face, arm and leg, 
reported to the Hercules that there 
were hostile forces in the vicinity. 

The A-Is escorted the 10I-53s in for 
the pickup but heavy ground fire forced 
the helicopters to pull cut. 

As the A-is moved in to silence the 
enemy guns, friendly forces on the 
ground entered the area and helped Cap-
tain '-bore to a safer location. 

On the second attempt, the pickup 
was successful. 

While Captains Stephen Tyler, air-
craft commander, and Norm Goley, copi-
lot; flew the helicopter back to Bien 
1-los, the rescued pilot was attended by 
Thgt. John Yojrig and A1C Charles D. Al-
dean, pararescueeea. Sgt. John Drayer, 
flight engineer, assisted also in the 
rescue. 



TAN S4]' 4-ILJT AS, RVN --  Ore  of the most dramatic air rescues in recent months 

took place in Laos (Dec. U) when an Air Force F-lOS Thmdervhiaf pilot was re-
trieved altar his aircraft was downed by a surface to air missile (SARI) near the 

ta Gia Pass. 
A harrowing 20 hairs for the pilot on the ground in Laos preceded his res. 

The pilot, "aj. Robert E. Belli, was 
supporting an interdiction mission a- 
bout eight miles northwest of the pass 
on Dec. 10 when his aircraft was dawned 
by a SARI from the North Vietnamese side 
of the border. 

The 39th and 40th Aerospace 9escie 
and Recovery Squadrons were immediately 
notified of the crash and sped to the 
area. 

The major had success full-v e jected  
and the search and rescue (SAB) force 
of 1t4-53 Super Jolly Green Giants and 
HC-130 He-roil-es fa.ud him in hostile 
territory. 

The SAR aircraft established both 
voice and beeper contact with the  pilot 
of the dawned aircraft, who reported he 
was in a secure position although enesny 
troops were in the area. 

Lie to deteriorating weather, the 
SAR aircraft were unable to extract the 
pilot before darkness, and he spent the 
night on the ground. 

lIe -reported he had a broken arm and 
a possible broken leg but there was 
little the rescue force could do for 
him until the weather broke. 

50 ...SAYLS P101 IN LAOS Pi 3 

CAPT. ALVIA W. MOORE ii, r, returns to 
Bien Hoa AS, Republic of Vietnam, after 
his successful rescue from hosri Icter-
ritory. Cast. St.ohan Tyler, I, was the 
aircraft commander of the 154-53 Suoer 
Jolly Green Giant That mede the rescue. 
SEE P,GE 4 FOR STORY. 

ARRS RPI90-I 

NEWS LETTER OF 
VOL. 2, NO. 1 

ARRS wraps up another year  
25th anniversary 
highlights 1911 

THE AEROSPACE RESCUE AND RECOVERY SERVICE 
Still AFI, IN. 62225 

It) ARPS -- Two Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Service parsresoieiven saved an 
Air Force pilot (Dec-  19) when his C-7 
Caribou was forced to ditch in the Pa-
cific Ocean southwest of San Francisco 
after a flight from Hawaii. 

-Mgt. Lewis Craig and SSgt. Michael 
Fish jumped from an HI{-53 Super Jolly 
Green Giant to rescue the pilot, Capt. 
ta.ld Henderson, from the cockpit of 
his sinking aircraft. 

The cargo plane, originally from Can 
Raah Bay AB, ReibliC of Vietnam, was 
part of a flight of 12 C-7s estroute to 
the U.S. for maintenance. The flight 
had stopped at Hican AFB, Hawaii, and 
was enroute to Langley AFB. \Pa, • with a 

SLL_P JURP Pu,. 4 

HO  pps -- "The men aid women of the 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service 
have provided the Air Force, the na-
tion, and mankind with unparalle led 
service. Its accxsrp llshiirnts am parti-
cularly reflected by the gratisde of 
the more than 22,000 people whose lives 
have been saved," catrented Gen.  John
0. Ryan, Cief of Staff, JSAF, on the 
25th aceiversaly of ARRS, March 13, 

1971. "The record of ARRS stands as an 
inspiration to all those who serve 
their camtry." 

1971 was a fitting o.ilad.nation of 25 
years of service to mankind, and an 
even better fm4atias for a successful 
future • for it was a year with epic ac-
xrip1isIts that will be etched for-
ever in history. 

In missions of unusual scope and di-
versity, ARRS crews saved the lives of 
zso mm in Southeast Asia and 482 men 
and women throughout other areas of the 
world. They will long remember AM as 
an example of a selfless attitude that 
reflects the high value the people of 
the United States have always placed on 
human life. ARRS crews not only saved 
lives, but served as unofficial good-
will ambassadors to all nations of the 
world. 

Three tiers in less than nine months 
ARRS parareaciesen parachuted to Russ-
Ian vessels far out in the sea to as-
sist sick or injured sailors in criti-
cal condition. The 57th ARP5q at Lajes 
Airfield, Azores, and the 304th ARRSq 
(Reserves) at Portland International 
Airport. Ore., flew hundreds of miles 
over the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans in 
response to the-se pleas for help. 

SEL.AIPS WRAPS UP Pee. 3 

Italians honor Det 10 
AVLhO AB, Italy -- Set. 10, 40th 

AerosDace Rescue and Recovery Wig at 
Avinso AS has been honored by the Ital-
ian International Organization of 'Ioun-
tam spirit. 

The organization, an official agency 
of the government of Italy • awarded the 
detachment with The Order and Star of 
the Thistle (Cardo). 
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Pis jump in Pacific, 
save Caribou pilot 
pinned in cockpit 

'SGT. LEON FULUO0O, a para reeoiaeefl. 
is vol oomwd back to his bees after he 
.sc*ftded on ths 1*4-53'S jung I. none-
trel'or to assist the Injured major to 
safety. 

Rescue saves F-105 pilot in Laos 
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BIEN HOA AB, Vietnam - Heiicois from here recently rescued an American pilot dowized 
in Cambodia and, in record time, a Vietnamese pilot who crashed in a rice paddy. 

Capt. Alvia W. Moore II was 

7320 

picked up in hostile .lerritory.by 
members of the 37th.Aerospace 
Rescue and Recovery Squadron, 
on .alert here, from their, head-
quarters at Da Nang Afld; 

Captain Moore was shot down 
by enemyLgr_oundjire_near Kom-
pong Thom, Cambodia: His wing-
man contacted a rescue command 
aircraft at Cam Ranh Bay, 'which 
passed 1theword to the rescue 
.coordination, center at Tan Son 
Nhut. The center dispatched two 
HH53s and an A-i fitter-from 
Bien Hoa. 

On the first try, the helicop- 
ters were forced, away by 
heavy, hostile ground lire. The 
A-Is went after the enemy guns 
and friendly:: forces on the 
ground found,Moore and escort- 
ed him to -safter territory. 
There, the copiers picked him 
up. - 
Capt. Stephen Tyler was com-

mander of the rescue craft. Capt. 
Norm Foley was copilot, and TSgt. 
John Young, A1C Charles. D... Al-
dean and .Sgt. Join Drayer made 
up the crew. 

The record -rescue---- fäur min 

utes flat - was made by an HH43 
from Detachment 6 of the 3d Aero-
space Rescue and Recovery 
Group. 

A Vietnamese A-I crashed off 
the end of the Bien ba runway in-

4oan.unsar.ea,  The  1111-43 
happened to be making a tram1ij 
flight at the base a1d dashed to.  
the rescue. 

The crew of Maj. Kenneth S. 
Smith, Capt. Verl, K. l)iamond 
and SSgt. Ronald L.' Wilson bad
the the',Vietnamese aboard the plane 
exactly four minutes after the 
crash.. 

1IQ ARRS, SCOTT AFB, Ill. - 
Two pararescuemen saved an 
Air Force pilot and a Coast Guard 
cutter two crew members when 
their C-7 crashed and sank in the 
Pacific southwest of San Fran-
cisco. 

The propeller-driven Caribou, 
originally from Cam Ranh Bay, 
Vietnam,:was part of a flight of 
12 C-is eñróute to Langley AFB, 
Va., for maintenance. 

The plane suffered an oil loss 

that caused an engine to freeze, 
and It was forced to ditch. The 
pilot, Capt. Donald Henderson, 
remained in the cockpit while 
the two other crew members 
went to the rear of the plane. 
It ditched as an escorting HH-53 

from -the-4lst -ARES at Hamilton 
i.FB, Calif., hovered overhead. 
Two men scrambled out the back 
Into a life raft, but SSgt. Michael 
Fish and TSgt. Lewis Craig, the 
pararescuemen, spotted a third 
man with his arm sticking out the 
cockpit window. 

They went into the water and 
discovered Henderson pinned in 
the cabin. The two got Henderson 
•)ut only moments before the C-7 
;ank.. The Coast Guard picked up 
he men on the life raft. 

LANGLEY AFB, Va. - Air-
crews from the 316 Tactical Air-
lift Wing, on temporary duty at 
Howard AFB, C.Z.,- recently 
helped save vessels in the air and 
on the sea. 

A ship, the Moroni-Belle 5, was 
adrift off Columbia. It first was 
spotted by a Colombian civilian 
aircraft which ran low on fuel 
before it could guide rescuers' to_ 
the area. A C-130 crew from How-
ard flew to the area and hovered 
over the ship until a rescue boat 
arrived. 

Meanwhile, a second C-I30, en 
route from Rio de Janerio to Ma-
naus, Brazil, got a Mayday call 
from a Brazilian airliner. It had 
been blown off course in a storm, 
and the crew suspected structural 
damage. 

The U.S. craft located the Bra-
zilian plane and the crew saw 
there was no apparent damage. 
The C-130 escorted the airliner to 
a same landing at Brasilia. 
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G"ceiver Puts, Earth 
In Its Proper Place 

}IQ. ACGS,FORBFS AFB, Kan. - A revolutionary satellite tracking 
receiver called the Geoceiver (geodetic receiver) is now being used by 
the Aerospace Cartographic and Geodetic Service,, commanded by Col. 
L.M. 'Tannenbaum, for the purpose of making precision surveys In 
support of the SAC intercontinental ballistic missile force and .both 
Eastern and Western Test Ranges of the Air Force's, Systems Com-
mand. 

The Geoceivers, which monitor its horn. The signal gets stronger 
radio transmissions from five as the train approaches and then 
Navy navigation satellites in p0- fades away. From the 'shift" in 
lar orbit around the earth, will be signals it is possible to tell when 
used to position missile sites in the train is abeam the person. 
preparations for space launches, There are many places In the 
position sensors In space, recover world whose location on the sur-
and compute satellite orbit posi- face of the earth or whose loca-
tions and complete a worldwide lion in relation to the center of 
densification of geodetic net- the earth is not precisely known. 
works. - The Geoceiver will accelerate 

The Air Force inventory of Ceo- this type of measurement activity 
ceivers is,  possessed by the ACGS' since it is portable, and indend- 
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Sgt. Will-
into shark 

sunk in a vio- 

Pis jump in shark infested sea, save 10 
XA1)EA AS, DKINAW -- Two parareso.ieren, SSgt. Rickey 0. Hindman and 

las J. Preble, of the 33rd Aerospace Resale and Recovery Squadron, went 
infested seas to save 10 survivors from the cargo ship Yakal which 
lent storm approximately 25G stiles southeast of Okinawa. 

The first }+{-3E Jolly Green Giant with Sergeant Hindman 
disaster scene at 7 a.m. (Dec. 1) from 
Kadena AS after air refueling once 
while enroute. 

An HC-1.30 Hercules of the 36th Aero-
space Rescue and Recovery Squadron, Yo-
kota AB, Japan, assigned to the mission 
spotted a survivor in a raft and guided 
the I4{-3E in to make the recovery. 

Capt. Frank M. Zahrobsky, aircraft 
corrender • requested Sergeant Hthdesu 
deploy to help the survivor, who had 
been in the water over 30 hours. Ser-
geant Hindman immediately agreed and 
deployed. He quickly swam to the survi-
vor and prepared him for recovery by 
the rescue hoist. 

The helicopter flew to another group 
of survivors in £ damaged lifeboat. A-
gain Hindman deployed. He prepared the 
first two sen for recovery by hoist, 
but the third sen had a broken leg. 

The sergeant signaled the flight en-
gineer to lover his medical kit. How-
ever, Airing descent the straps holding 
the kit to the hoist broke. Hindman 
dove into the water and recovered the 
tit. 

Then the pilot spotted a pack of 
sharks near the boat. 

Hindeen placed a lmssatic splint  on 
the man's broken leg and than, put him 
on the hoist pseteator. 

A fifth survivor was spotted cling-
ing to a board. Again the sergeant de-
ployed, swan the penetrator to the man, 
pulled his loose and fastened him to 
the penetrator for recovery. 

This time, five blue sharks were 
seen within 20 yards of the two men.  

A sixth survivor was spotted float-
ing in a hfe preserver nearby, and  a-
gain Hindman deployed into the shark 
infested waters. This recovery • like 
the others was made in minim= time. 

The next two survivors were found a-
bout IS minutes later, and the sergeant 
deployed into the sea for the fifth 
time in less then three hours to make 
the recovery. 

The second I*I-3E piloted by Capt. 
Ivid E. Holt with Sergeant Preble a-
board arrived on scene and the os-scene 
HC.130 vectored this helicopter to the 
ninth survivor. 

Sergeant Preble was briefed on the 
shark threat. A hover was established 
over the survivor and Preb 1. was lover-
ed. Despite 15-foot waves which  am 
minute submerged him and the next Left 
him dangling above the water, he se-  
cured the survivor to the penetrator. 

'anwhi1e, the hoist operator spot-
ted a 15-foot shark less than 10 yards 
from the two nest, and directed the pi-
lot to position the helicopter rotor 
wash over the shark. This frightened 
the shark away and provided time to 
sake the recovery. 

After an aerial refueling, the crew 
continued the search. 

The 10th survivor was spotted sit-
ting atop an overturned lifeboat. The 
helicopter hovered over the survivor 
and Preb le again dep loved into the 
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...PJs I'.p 
stop at 41e1]an AFB, Calif. 

Shortly after the Caribou reached 
the halfway point between Hawaii and 
the California coast, oil loss guyed 
one of the engines to freeze, and the 
three-man crew was forced to shut it 

Th. other 11 aircraft continued on 
while the 12th limped across the re-
maining 700 miles. 

After the call for help, the HC-130 
Hercules, flying rh.ck)itt for the mis-
sion, from the 41st Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Squadron at Hamilton AFB, 
Calif., was joined by the Super Jolly 
Green Giant (also from the 41st) and an 
HC-130 Hercules tanker from the 1550th 
Aircrew Test and Training Wing, Hill 
AFB, Utah, to provide an aerial refuel-
ing source for the helicopter. 

The C-7 crew had gone through their 
ditching procedures, which called for 
the pilot to remain in the cockpit and 
the rest of the crew to secure them-
selves in the cargo area. 

Thirty miles southwst of Sausalito, 
Calif., the C-7 skidded across the wa-
ter to a stop, while the i-(1-I-53 hovered 
overhead, waiting to pick up the crew. 

The first P1 out of the helicopter, 
Sergeant Fish, sew two men get out the 
back of the plane, and then noticed a-
nother with his arm sticking out of the 
broken cockpit window. 

"The mat (Captain Henderson) was 
pinned inside and couldn't get out the 
top window," explained Sergeant Fish. 
'The water level was roving up; it was 
up to his chin when I got there and 
small waves were coming up over his 
head.' 

Sergeant Fish said Henderson asked 
iim whether he had any oxygen, and he 
said that he didet but that he could 
get him out okay. 

The sergeant got his legs inside the 
plane, tore away some of the debris and 
metal • arid motioned to Sergeant Craig 
for additional help. 

"I really dide' t think I'd be able 
to get him out in time, but kept work-
ing at it," he commented. 

That Sergeant Craig arrived to help, 
and the two PJs got the captain out at 
last and inflated his life preserver. 

bwswhile, a Coast luard cutter had 
?icked up the other two crewneitbers 
from their raft. 

The C-7 sank, just as the PTS  and 
Henderson were lifted on board the he-
licopter, less than 15 minutes after it 
had ditched. 

I Oopsl We goofed I 
II ARRS -- flops! We goofed. Our 

first issue was barely off the press, 
vnen a sharp-eyed reader spotted a mis-
cue in an article. It was just a case 

an Upside-down 9. 
Inadvertently • the 76th APRSq had 

been transferred to Andersen APR, ham, 
from Hickan APR, Hawaii, in the arti-
cle. Actually, the 79th APRSq at Ander-
sen was the unit involved. Hence an up-
side-down '). 

We apologize to both units concerned 
and have informed our proofreaders that 
the 76th is at Hickes and the 79th is 
at Andersen. or is it the 76th at.... 

aboard arrived at the 

shark-infested waters. 
He swan the pematrator to tne over-

toned boat, pulled the survivor into 
the water and secured him to the pene-
trator. This survivor was in shock, had 
a broken wrist and was triable to help 
in any way. However, both men were re-
covered in reisdasas time. 

The search for other survivors can.
tiip.jed several days, but all that was 
fcsnid were the bodies of five rem and 
debris. 

Rescue crew saves 
Dragonfly pilot 
down in Cambodia 

BIEN IDA AS, WN -- Rescue crews 
saved an Air Force A-37 Dragonfly pilot 
(Nov. 29) after his aircraft was shot 
awn by esew ground fire In Kapatg 
Thom, Cambodia. 

Capt. Alvia W. Moore II was picked 
up in hostile territory by t.rs of 
the 37th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Squadron on alert here from lIe Nang 
Airfield. 

The pilot was ona low pass when he 
felt the aircraft shudder. %aeents la-
ter, the pilot of an accompanying A-37 
radioed Captain "tore that his aircraft 
was on firs. 

As flus reached the cockpit, the 
captain ejected and parachuted into the 
hostile area. 

"anwhile • the wing man contacted an 
HC-130 Hercules rescue command aircraft 
from the 39th Aerospace Rescue and Re-
covery Squadron at Can Ranli Bay AS. The 
H.ro.aics relayed the information to the 
Joint Rescue Coordination Center at Tan 
Son Nhut AS, and two 144-53 Super Jolly 
Green Giants and a pair of A-i Skyraid-
era were launched from Sian Hoe to make 
the resale. 

Captain 'bore, in good condition 
with burns on his face, arm and leg, 
reported to the Hercules that there 
were hostile forces in the vicinity. 

The A-is escorted the 144-535 in for 
the pickup but heavy ground fire forced 
the helicopters to pull. out. 

As the A-is roved in to silence the 
enemy glans • friendly forces on the 
ground entered the area and helped Cap-
tain moore to a safer location. 

on the second attempt, the piäaç 
was successful. 

While Captains Stephen T'1er, air-
craft commander, and Norm Goley, copi-
lot; flew the helicopter back to Blest 
Hoe, the rescued pilot was attended by 
TSgt. John Young and A1C Charles D. Al-
dean, pararesoiesren- Sgt. John Drayer, 
flight engineer, assisted also in the 
rescue. 

Robert1
Highlight

Robert1
Highlight

Robert1
Highlight

Robert1
Highlight

Robert1
Highlight

Robert1
Highlight

Robert1
Highlight

Robert1
Highlight

Robert1
Highlight




