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CHAPTER V 

MISSION NARRATIVES  

SAR activity for the quarter started on 8 Nov 71 when Captain 

Rodney S. Griffith and crew were scrambled at the Bien Hoa FOL. The 

objective for the mission was a downed VNAF H-34 helicopter located 

deep in Cambodia. Enroute to the crash site the crew was advised 

that the survivors were in contact with the enemy and being forced 

to leave the wreckage. At this time the on scene commander, a Mike 

7AC, began putting the TAC Air provided by both fast and slow movers. 

Upon arrival in the SAR area the Jollys rendezvoused with two Ubon 

base Sandys who began preparing the area for the pickup attempt. 

Ordnance was placed within close proximity to the survivors, and 

a smoke screen laid between the survivors and known enemy positions. 

At this time the Sandys briefed the Jollys on the pickup and an ingress 

was initiated. As the Jolly approached the pickup point the crew 

vision became obscurred by the smoke screen which drifted over the 

survivors location. At this time Sandy lead advised the Jolly to 

make an immediate egress from the area. As Capt Griffith began the 

puli.Put the co-pilot spoited the survivors yellow smoke and red 

marker pannel approximately 50 meters away. The helicopter was 

slowed and a landing made in a small clearing adjacent to the 

survivors's markers. As the survivors scrambled on board through 

the aft ramp the Sandy's and Cobra gunships continued to expend around 

the pickup area. Ground fire was reported throughout the pickup 

phase, but was not observed by Capt Griffith and crew as a result of 

the smoke screen. Once the eight survivors were safely on board a 
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high speed low altitude egress from the area was made and the air-

craft recovered uneventfully at Bien Hoe AB. 

Four days later Capt Griffith and crew were again scrambled 

from the Bien Hoe FOL. A VNAF UH-1F was reported down twenty miles 

northeast of Bien Hoa. A RASH FAG Briefed the Jollies on the 

situation while they proceeded to the area. An army hunter-killer 

team began preparing the area while the Jollies readied their air-

craft for the rescue attempt. The survivors were located in the 

trees at the edge of a large clearing. 	Immediately upon arrival 

they were advised that the area had been thoroughly prepared and 

were cleared in for the pickup. An autor:;atative decent and power 

recovery to a landing was made in the immediate vicinity of the 

survivors who rapidly boarded through the crew entrance door. During 

the recovery, ground fire was reported north of the LZ but was 

never confirmed by the crew. Egress was made from the area and 

seven survivors brought safely back to Eden Hoa. 

On 25 November 71 Jolly Green 70 and 73 were scrambled out of 

the Bien Hoa FOL for a Navy CH-46 shot down n:nety miles south with 

twenty-ore people on board. Major problems enccuntered enroute were 

naviagation being hampered by low ceilings and poor visibility. As 

a result both aircraft, forced to fly at 100-3k10 feet AGL, were 

expLLsed.to enemy _ground fire as they approached the down helicopter. 

Mrig advised the Jul lies to withdraw t a safe holding point to 

await area preparation. Major Robert B. Swench the Alpha Low AC 

on Jolly Green 70 was advised that Oustoff and Sea Wolf helicopters 

had extracted seven injured survivors and that his assistance would 

be required to pickup the remaining personnel. Jolly Green 70 
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE NZ]) OF 

THE DISTINGUISHED PLYING CROSS 
(SECOND OAK LEAF CLUSTER) 

TO 

■_7;' 

CHARLES B. =BAN 

Airmen First Class Charles B. Aldean distinguished himself by heroism while 
participating in aerial flight as a Pararescue Specialist on an RH-53 Rescue 
Helicopter near trachoh, Cambodia, an 8 November 1971. On that date, Air,z .
tldeents outstanding airmanship and extensive technical skill, displayed 
under the extremely hesardous conditions of making a pick up in a known 
hostile area, culminated in the rescue of eight Vietnamese crevmemters whose 
H-34 Helioopter had been shot down. With complete disregard for his own 
personal safety, end despite the threat of hostile ground fire Airmen ldean 
exposed himself in the open door of the helicopter to man his defensive gun 
position and provide suppressive fire throurhout the landing and recovery of 
all survivors. The outatanding heroism and eelfleas devotion to duty displayed by Liman Aldean reflect great credit upon himself end the lifted States Air Force. 



of 

A+. wia C.*%•Ca 	 ; 

	

tha call cigi cC 	 C:121b•--1 -La 

:11:4Jut 60 nZ7-ou r,nrtilt a I:h , x,m 	 crow 
27 

of throo and avo 

(c) 3andys 05 and C6-werc 1.1:r.chod. J:rom 120,1 	 IALL;J. 

1:T1 on al.:Art. 	aivriT. in t}.o  

ts,r tl:cy 	ai1x r4 	tho corrn ,::t 	1.:7 a 17.10 .al 

112,1: C5, Tho - :'iry prc d. 	to 	thn 

til th ,J 	 Zion, 

(i2,) T.;c) ho.oale 	 tho 	te 

n- :V12-4.1CCr;tG:.7 ar:Ji :4-0 001.4;i V44' ,  

• 

on 'ootlrd alas Bac:. The   contiltcd to  

p3333o 11.1111,7: the 1:7:.c.k1.!p 	thj; J,a;12 1  hn“L'vor, 	o„)„,:zsition 

vhoomteroa =Y. 
	29 

27, 	 r„v. 

^ C.) 	1--; 

,• 



NPIoN4E-LM(5P.R.  

R"'ENAJ  

/ 

X7,,d-W1  

C-7̀R/P/477`4- 
iaeree 

4.4/pt.-Ai) 

lciqg DT  

!. 5r 0126 Ft 017.A110A) 
66 / .P4/47-gte-firf _ 

6%44e i• 7 

I— °GA TiOA) 

y eV? 3 

_5-4/-poe 
_ 

di /Jai/ 7/ 

&)/V3 7 
estoviat 
54/Es 

DATE  
19/f/o/ 

/ 4.Z 

alkof: VI Voila%  
itiftmg "RA4K 

■ets 
rsepe 
4§Ave  
6 

4ee.4.77 
5,-; Li 

10t 

5A/pv 

Sa 

7/7 ,-/Z: 

e56 

:17-7.6K) 

44) A-LL 

DAI4E 

6,1ecot 

Al /VI) 

AL-ded4i  

/4 
eviel r 

3 

‘5,--  

:7'6• 

 

C955 A; 

 

NAOS 

 

   

   

   



Page 1 of 1 

i0 Filai 47f-  , 

f) 	 Ai 1,4+10 ( 	 6 ft irFer 

C. 
	

p. 

su 
5c,tt 	 fa 

file://DAPhotos1Personal %20Pics1Aldeanfi1jpg 	 9/30/00 



SECR ET .4. 

Date: 8 Novemater-/ 071 

Mission ?hamper: 03-010-8 November 1971 

Aircraft Designation: Xing 24 

Distressed Aircraft: King Bee w/Ground. Team 

Location: 115 0HE on the 342 Radial GH 73 

Saw=s: 8 Comi.at 

ks) At 07252 j/ker diverted King 24. to proceed to the 155/170/93 advising 
t. at a King bee tad aeen snot down wi.th 7 SOB. jolly Green 65 and 70 were 
enroute from CH 73 and Sandys 5 and 6 were being scrambled from CR.93. Mila 
64 was on scene and the survivors were reported to ,..as under attacks, 	_ 

• 

We proceeded to tne cresh scen.1 and estapliabed contact with Ramrod 
and Pyramid. -We requested information on the situation and the .frequency 
of Mike 64 fromkRamrod. - Ramrod informed U3 that King Bee, a CH 34 was down 
and we could talk to Mike 64 on 280.9U. A discrete GGI frequency, 372.0U, 
was obtained from Pyramid. .Ramrod said that they could not came up that 
frequency. 

At 07352 initial contact was estaolished wi6n C.raany 01, and Mike 65 
who was Mike 644:: replacement.. At that time both Cranny and Mike 65 were 
enroute to. #10e scene. At 0738 we estanlished contact with Mike 64 arid;  - 
designated him 03G. Al]. SA R Forces on280.9 were told to Q.57 Xing 24. on 
164.2. -- 

During this time hamrod informed U3 that they were An and to effect fur-
*..er coordination with Sundog Alphaon . 12t.61/.'-At this time King 24rs'IMA _ . 	_ 
to OS was 0750Z. 

-'L.At 0740z Jolly Green 65 and 70 Were:contacted on -Hotel A and. told teT 
45Y King 24 127.7V with 364.4] as sakprimaiy. 

AW412 Mike 64 informod us th#Ohere were - 6 peoPle.,1C67thfii 
J che4p0 crewmeeners and 3,members ot.t7ne ground team).:MikeAtto 

'Maid that the survivors were moving to clear area for use as a 17,-.1d-ing': 
 *one and_that. they were being pursued bithe enemy'. King Bee had been !!-- 

:shot down While attempting to extract the ground team. 
- 

- 	

Weather OS was 4500 1  broken wiLil good visibility, altimeter 2990. • 
T-.-Jvrain was flay 100 1  elevation with :00' trees. The hostile situation 
consisted - of small arms fire. 

GROUP-4 	- SECRET srDowttgruled at 3 year inters.. i 
Decassified a f _cr:12 . _ _ 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line
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. 	_ • 	- _-m ,o, 	 1._ . 	_ 	 . 	..1.;.."7":170173. 	X65 
said tr. . 	 r=41.L4.Xod. 

At 	-ar:Uy an..: 5 were %Ir-arne 	 7awks were r:quested. 
At 	 zestec that ?Linz 	.e 

further orftinanc.: ;softrpreferatle, was request;.:d fr= Sundog Alpna. 
Ramrod 	an t.o talk to Mika FAGS andling on 264.2. We requested that 
he 	 :re. 	 with .-..amrod was 

%-. 	 . 	

▪  

TAC Air 
_ 	n_pna unn 

- 	 i_micaoec, 

• 

c7 52z 
Grann7 01 ,./..31 :..ut in not 747.7.h 

*de attempted to contact Pawnee Targe% r,ease of difficulv in obtain-
ing TA:-; 	hawever L:ley 	A oC i.e ra„.:::.d on 1..-et.1 frE.o.1. ,Inlles. Law 56 
reported :ha: the enemy das clo.:e to tl:e suv_vcr izv r..t tne survivors 
were still nnder fire. 

At 105; we requested tat J..icc:zsrdinatt •L -Lh 	chap :or TAG Air 
;hat waz needed urgently. At 08:;iL. 	a4re Ln2717-7::-O 	Hawki and hawk 
03 We:J Leing launched as 7AC Air, 'ye also 	: gaS cc fragz7en on the 
hickory anchor for 	support. 

At 3810Z M64 hTb and H65 as 	 st asked for a kacked up 
position of the LZ but 164 said b. wcxLi nave ,o :-_ve it in tht clear. We 
then asked for TACAN 	 on-i• He reported it as 342./ 115/102 ',later 
he reviried it to 342/115/73, at this Ume Granny F1'.. was winchester and hTbld. 
MO informed 1,13 that r.a -,der 2t) 	huey Cobras: wAs 5 Mln. OUte 

0812:: Gunfighter 01 checked in with 16 Snae ana Nape, ho5 started to 
work - than as soon as they were available. -  -- 
	 _ 

. At 08132.we - were informed that Kink- 27 was of CA 71 at_0811Z, hT1 0900ZA 
At 08152 we were informed . by Joker that .Mickory 14,6 could 	Gunfighter 01.,44,7. _ 	_ 
anytime. 

At 0820Z Gunfighter Ot itiLS 'bent to the tank and haider 26 was put to ipoik 
at 0830Z Hawk 01 was OS and was immediately put to work and thw Raiders held.: 

'close by. -  Hawk 07 had M2' a, Nape and Nails. 

At 48252 JG 65 and 70 were established in holding 5 NM East of LZ. .ITA 
for Sandy 5, 6 was 0900Z. 

- Three more flights of TAG Air were requested from Sundog Alpha. We were - 
informed that we would have Clammy fit, Hawk 03 and Redbird 09. 

GROUP-4 - =- 
SECRET 01 Downgraded at 3 year interv. 

Dec,assifir4 af'er 12 'Ye lag 

Robert1
Line



...•1111110%. 

C311 
: .a 1 	 . 	 a fast lover 

At :›3'5',7 	 in 'with M82 anc LU 27, At oe37 naw:c 03 
• cnt::: 	 sTin'zz, n, 	 sady 5 and j Ihecked 
in on :',27.7 with a 1230Z bingo. Hbingo f ,-.;r -JO 65 and 70 was 1100Z. A replace-

-meat FV.3 had been requested previously and -we were infor=cd by Suntog Alpha - 
that Sundog 	would be tZ at min. Law, 5& informed us that there were 8 

ir.:1 that 	were-sil i 	oa ronu.tiocwa..ting at the Li with a 

	

01 itTb , n tr.e. 	 Javan A f-ignt ox _ - c-11.3‘ oegan 
■ 	J 

_ 	. 
At - 300Z. SanC43 ie. 0 . 4dgari tea wo,-.-=‘. 	X65. ilag 27 arrived OS. At 

090M, BUJ 52 was again. requested-  with tno approaching darkness in case we 
had to ted down the survivors. 

After coordination with Sandy 5 evaluating wind and tine remaining we 
cancelled our recst . for fast mover smoke. Sazdy 5 & 6 began trolling for 
ground fire. J 65 and 70 checked in on ib4.2 at this tine and phase A was 
completed. 

Phase b began at 0918Z. Sandy 5 saw ground fire west of Li ano expended 
on it. Raider 26 (now a flight of 4 Couras) workea with Sandy 5 k 6 in phase 
B. 

At 092C.. Clammy 1 & 2 were sent to the tank and at 09212 Lowboy fit checked 
in with 12 HX82 , 8 lx-t and 12 MK82's nod extended. LUbbOY fit had very little.'
fuel so he was also sent to the tank. Hawk 03 and Aed bird 09 were in halip.1 -i 
Red Bird 09 had wall to wall high drag bambi.. 

- 	 -------------- 
At 0925Z smoke had b. deployed by Sandys 5 &band-  the surviircris 

:fed negative fire in their immediate vicinity. 	 ics. 
:smoke at 09Z. - 15ome ons caned: that they mere taking
tla the NE andrSandy" wait in .'hot.—  At 09354 Raiders wrejii  
okkg0g6_,VIOsomkhravo was complete. 

jie was mI1 34 at.. 094,2Z . Rai& 6571ras asked to -iscort_ 
1WT3iwgri3 

 
its iiiider*sguiciaace• artinir'27. Redbird 06 . ._ . 

 OT.Z. 56 to destroy the CH30find all, participants were laformed,thei;71WrrV-
lams terminated and. that they were released. Sandy 5 & 6 itThid ta409 

- 

problems : were encoi'ntered in this misiion basiaall,t'dma`1!4 -IierW 
of knowledge of what to expect in a Cambodian operation. i,The,4011ns 	'3Ampir.h.7 
ed out of CH 73 .without the SA dedicated Hawks, when they wer. 	 ')* 
were not availablwand only became available later as TAO Air:. 'It the Ai 
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. .. 	 e 
na7e 4ccured. 

C0414 

Zcs:layS 	c 	 _ 	. 	_ 

ie also lee 	 e.inuog Alpna 
were not Fa.= liar witn Kings role 	now they .neald assist us, I felt that 

.CBU 19/30 shonele. aave ceeh Lized and 	5: ....Le s -..au_e. have Leen availa- 
ble ia C46.10 we na.i ao.Qed dcrwatae 	 ea 	 to use _  
this ordinance,in Cambodia someone enould nave told us befare hand. At least 
some type of emoke flight should De made avaelaL.le :or all a:Lesions. We used 
to expect U. 42 on Cobra F4le from Phu Cat. Phu Cat is closing now and Joker , 
said that trey were trying to 	 52. Ie:crmatioa ca the location aLU 
32 should be 	 1 -:encies. La request- 
ing authenti-4tion fromJcr the.% wa: an exci -e time elate.. .me:eest 
mat Joker rueie operats 1 -saveil eacouing iiezoding devicee immediately 
available an ire familiar with their use. 

	

I feel chrt the Mi.SSiQ 	overal.:. very .n...,:zessfuliy handled. Voithout 
the assistance of AilaS the recovery of 8 persons. e.. could not have oeen complete-
ed that day. If the S v.arvivar did have '.a. spend the night I feel that it 
is very questionable wether or not they Would have been alive ths next day 
due to the intense enemy activity in the area. 

King 24 Crewmempers  

AC/ANC Capt actert J. Hager 
CP 1 Lt James V. Jordaa 
N Major Thomas 	Doherty 
RO SSgt John 4. Freeman 
FE Sagt George T. Whitlow 
FE SSgt Louie B. Payne 
LM SSgt Jain,. Rivera  

King 27 Crewmembers  

AC/AMC Capt Don H. Owen • 
CP 1 Lt Thomas J. Parks III 
N Capt Joan C. Thomas . 
RO SSgt James Chrisan 
FE iSgt dward L. Pike 
F. SSgt bobby C. Stubbs 
LM TSgt Claude A. ?errand 

Other esources used 

Mike 64/65 
Law 56 
1a1der.„26 
Graany 01 

, 	- 

Giuristter ill 
11•11 Birtr 041 

-MA”,#,971.9.44i60 

bAticeafttComaiiiIiir  Aixtdras Nisaion Cainander 
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Seven saved in one 
• 	• 
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SEVENTH AIR FORCE NEWS 
	

November 26, 1971 

U.S. Air Force Photo By Capt Ron Peck 

Safely snatched from the jaws ..., Vietnamese airmen chat with their rescuers at Bien Hoa. 

Dint effort pays off 	PNov) ,  503-m 

BIEN HoA - Rescue crews from 
the 37th Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Squadron on alert here 
recently rescued seven crewmen and 
passengers of a downed Republic of 
Vietnam Air Force (VNAF) helicopter 
from possible capture or death by 
nearby enemy forces. 

The VNAF helicopter was hit at 
8:57 a.m., the seven airmen aboard it 
were on their way to safety via an 
HH-53 Super .Jolly Green Giant 
helicopter. During those 31-minutes 
however, a lot happened. 

As soon as the VNAF chopper went 
down, an emergency call went to 3d 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Group headquarters Joint Rescue 
Coardination Center (JRCC) at Tan 
Son Nhut. Maj. Jimmy Lewis, the 
duty controller, immediately located 
the site and his map while MSgt. 
Darryl D. Tincher plotted the position 
on the center's search and rescue map. 

Major Lewis  then  punched the 
hot-line  button  for Bien Hoa, ordering 
the two HI-1-53s on alert there to 
launch. The next order of the day was  

' to get air cover over the downed 
crewmen. To do this, .Major Lewis 
contacted the U.S. Army liaison 
officer with the JRCC, Lt. Col. Gus 
greyhosky, and asked that Army 

gunships be diverted to the rescue site. 
Near Major Lewis, intelligence 

officers plotted the area again and 
evaluated it as "hot"... known enemy 
troop concentrations, within range of 
possible enemy mortars, good chance 

-of ground fire. 
Minutes after the crash, an Air 

Force OV-10 Bronco forward air 
control aircraft was on the scene, and 
notified the JRCC that there was 
enemy small-arms fire in the area, 
some as close as 50 yards north of the 
downed men. 

JRCC had by then diverted a 
specially modified HC-130 Hercules 
aircraft to act as airborne command 
and control center for the rescue. 

More minutes passed until finally 
voice contact was made with the 
Vietnamese crewmen. There was no 
injuries but they could hear enemy fire 
very close to them. They had not as 
yet made contact. 

While the Jolly Greens were 
churning their way to the area, U.S. 
Army Cobra gunships had reached the 
scene and began working with their 
cohort, a tiny OH-6 low observation 
helicopter to surpress the enemy's fire 
and kee them away from the downed 
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Seven saved in one mission 
/00t) ) I 5 6-rt 

BIEN HOA - Rescue crews from 
the 37th Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Squadron on alert here 
recently rescued seven crewmen and 
passengers of a downed Republic of 
Vietnam Air Force (VNAF) helicopter 
from possible capture or death by 
nearby enemy forces. 

The VNAF helicopter was hit at 
8:57 a.m., the seven airmen aboard it 
were on their way to safety via an 
HH-53 Super sJolly Green Giant 
helicopter. During those 31-minutes 
however, a lot happened. 

As soon as the VNAF chopper went 
down, an emergency call went to 3d 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Group headquarters Joint Rescue 
Coardination Center (JRCC) at Tan 
Son Nhut. Maj. Jimmy Lewis, the 
duty controller, immediately located 
the site and his map while MSgt. 
Darryl D. Tincher plotted the position 
on the center's search and rescue map. 

Major Lewis then punched the 
hot-line button for Bien Hoa, ordering 
the two HH-53s on alert there to 
launch. The next order of the day was  

to get air cover over the downed 
crewmen. To do this, Major Lewis 
contacted the U.S. Army liaison 
officer with the JRCC, Lt. Col. Gus 
Greyhosky, and asked that Army 

gunships be diverted to the rescue site. 
Near Major Lewis, intelligence 

officers plotted the area again and 
evaluated it as "hot"... known enemy 
troop concentrations, within range of 
possible enemy mortars, good chance 
of ground fire. 

Minutes after the crash, an Air 
Force OV-10 Bronco forward air 
control aircraft was on the scene, and 
notified the JRCC that there was 
enemy small-arms fire in the area, 
some as close as 50 yards north of the 
downed men. 

JRCC had by then diverted a 
specially modified HC-130 Hercules 
aircraft to act as airborne command 
and control center for the rescue. 

More minutes passed until finally 
voice contact was made with the 
Vietnamese crewmen. There was no 
injuries but they could hear enemy fire 
very close to them. They had not as 
yet made contact. 

While the Jolly Greens were 
churning their way to the area, U.S. 
Army Cobra gunships had reached the 
scene and began working with their 
cohort, a tiny 01-1-6 low observation 
helicopter to surpress the enemy's fire 
and keep them away from the downed 
chopper. 

The Jolly Greens arrived soon after. 
One of the big helicopters stood off to 
provide cover while the other went in 

I for the rescue 
• . 	. 	.escue-cooRpg,,n4liuni 

0 ' Cap taineRodney: S; 
C t -•!, tcraft - commander, aliil 
Michael 7C. Sartori,-co-pilot. Crewmen 
included Sgt. -David- Garcia, flight 
engineer, and pararescimmen T gt 
Eugene, L. Nardi and A1C Charles B 
Aldean .. 
• -Captain Griffith brought the I -IH-51 
in' for- a landing near the downet 
VNAF chopper, and the - Vietnames( 
airmen, quickly scrambled aboard. This 
was thesecoo.d r escueyru ' - ion of th( 
week •itir.  . etylt4ruat..Bierat a cube, 
thiaArkeltlft igif ljtilled another eighl 
men to :safetyOntinuing to live up tc 
their Service's motto - "That othen 
may live." 
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high speed low altitude egress from the area was made and the air-

craft recovered uneventfully at Bien Hoe AB. 

tvuli 
Four days later Capt Griffith and crew were again scrambled 

from the Bien Hoa VOL. A VNAF UH-1F was reported down twenty miles 

northeast of Bien Hoa. A RASH FAG Briefed the Jollies on the 

situation while they proceeded to the area. An army hunter-killer 

team began preparing the area while the Jollies readied their air= 

craft for the rescue attempt. The survivors were located in the 

trees at the edge of a large clearing. 	Immediately upon arrival 

they were advised that the area had been thoroughly prepared and 

were cleared in for the pickup. An autor3atative decent and power 

recovery to a landing was made in the immediate vicinity of the 

survivors who rapidly boarded through the crew entrance door. During 

the recovery, ground fire was reported north of the LZ but was 

never confirmed by the crew. Egress was made from the area and 

seven survivors brought safely back to Bien Hoa. 

On 25 November 71 Jolly Green 70 and 73 were scrambled out of 

the Bien Hoa VOL for a Navy CH-46 shot down n:nety miles south with 

twenty-ore people on board. Major problems enccuntered en route were 

naviagation being hampered by low ceilings and poor visibility. As 

a result both aircraft, forced to fly at 10.0-3G0 feet AGL, were 

expsed.to  enemy ground fire as they approached the down helicopter. 

K:ng advise4 the Jollies to withdraw to a safe holding point to 

await area preparation. Major Robert B. &wench the Alpha Low AC 

on Jolly Green 70 was advised that Dustoff and Sea Wolf helicopters 

had extracted seven injured survivors and that his assistance would 

be required to pickup the remaining personnel. Jolly Green 70 

15 



CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 
(FIRST OAK LEAF CLUSTER) 

TO 

CHARLES B. AMMAN 

Airman First Class Charles S. Aldean distinguished himself by extraordinary 
achievement while participating in aerial flight as a Parerescue Specialist on 
an RR-53 Rescue Helicopter at Sion HOS, Republic of Vietnam, on 12 November 
1971. On that date, Airman Aldean's outstanding airmanship and extensive 
technical chill, displayed under hasardous conditions, culminated in the rescue 
of seven Vietnamese aircrewmen from their crashed helicopter. Airman Aldean 
exposed himself to hostile ground fire while manning his defensive gun position 
throughout the rescue effort, thus insuring the successful recovery of the seven 
airman. The professional competence, aerial skill, and devotion to duty displayed 
by Airmen Aldeen reflect great credit upon bimeelf and the United States Air Force. 
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U.S. Air Force Photo By Capt R 

Safely snatched from the jaws ..., Vietnamese airmen chat with their rescuers at Bien Hoa. 
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[November 2,t), I 

Drug test 
program 
expanded 

TAN SON NHUT In a continuing 
effort to suppress the use of drugs, 
Seventh Air Force has recently 
expanded the urinalysis testing 
program by adding three new testing 
categories. 

Tile first is random sampling. Each 
Seventh Air Force base has been 
directed to randomly select personnel 
assigned to their respective installation 
and test thew on a no notice basis. 

The second category is 
command-directed. Under this 
program, commanders are now 
authorized to single out those who are 
suspected of being a drug user. This 
test will also be on a no notice basis. 

The final and most important 
category is the no notice testing of an 
entire unit. Thc drug incident rate of 
each unit in the Republic of Vietnam 
will be closely monitored. If there is a 
significant increase in the rate of a 
specific unit, then that unit will be 
tested. Additionally, other units which 
are randomly selected will also be 
tested. 

This new portion of the urinalysi , 
 testing is now in operation, and several 

units at each Seventh Air Force base 
have already been tested. In the very 
near future, U.S. Air Force personnel 
throughout the Republic may be 
subject to one of these tests. This 
expanded program will be a 
continuous and comprehensive effort 
to identify the drug user. 

Also, drug abuse prevention officials 
stress the importance of U.S. Air 
Force personnel being aware that they 
must have a confirmed nagative 
urinalysis test before departing from 
thn RPnethiir of Vietnam. 

BIEN HOA — Rescue crews from 
the 37th Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Squadron on alert here 
recently rescued seven crewmen and 
passengers of a downed Republic of 
Vietnam Air Force (VNAF) helicopter 
from possible capture or death by 
nearby enemy forces. 

The VNAF helicopter was hit at 
8:57 a.m., the seven airmen aboard it 
were on their way to safety via an 
11H-53 Super Jolly Green Giant 
helicopter. During those 31-minutes 
however, a lot happened. 

As soon as the VNAF chopper went 
down, an emergency call went to 3d 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Group headquarters Joint Rescue 
Coardination Center (JRCC) at Tan  

to get air cover over the downed 
crewmen. To do this, Major Lewis 
contacted the U.S. Army liaison 
officer with the JRCC, Lt. Col. Gus 
Greyhosky, and asked that Army 

Airman's Medal 
earned by two 

UBON RTAFB -- A daring 
c rash-scene rescue of two crew 
members of a blazing F4C Phantom 
aircraft in ?slay earned the Airman's 
Medal for heroism for two NCOs 
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gunships be diverted to the resc 
Near Major Lewis, inte 

officers plotted the area aga 
evaluated it as "hot"... known 
troop concentrations, within r 
possible enemy mortars, good 
of ground fire. 

Minutes after the crash, 
Force OV-10 Bronco forw 
control aircraft was on the scc 
notified the JRCC that the 
enemy small-arms fire in tt 
some as close as 50 yards nont 
downed men. 

JRCC had by then div , 
 specially modified HC-130 I 

aircraft to act as airborne c( 
and control center for the resci 

More minutes passed unti 
voire contact was made v. 



Recovery squadron on alert nere 
recently rescued seven crewmen and 
passengers of a downed Republic of 
Vietnam Air Force (VNAF) helicopter 
from possible capture or death by 
nearby enemy forces. 

The VNAF helicopter was hit at 
8:57 a.m., the seven airmen aboard it 
were on their way to safety via an 
HH-53 Super Jolly Green Giant 
helicopter. During those 31-minutes 
however, a lot happened. 

As soon as the VNAF chopper went 
down, an emergency call went to 3d 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Group headquarters Joint Rescue 
Coardination Center (JRCC) at Tan 
Son Nhut. Maj. Jimmy Lewis, the 
duty controller, immediately located 
the site and his map while MSgt. 
Darryl D. Tincher plotted the position 
on the center's search and rescue map. 

Major Lewis then punched the 
hot-line button for Bien Hoa, ordering 
the two HH-53s on alert there to 
launch. The next order of the day was 

[a letters 
ildren 

air-mail postage from Alaska. Proper 
postage is urged, since unit members 
have in the past spent much of their 
own money for postage to avoid 
disappointing the children of forgetful 
parents. 

Place the letter or letters in a larger 
envelope and address it to Santa's Mail 
Bag, care of Detachment 5, 9th 
Weather Reconnaissance Wing, APO 
Seattle 98737. 

A few miles from Eielson AFB is a 
post office officially calledSanta Claus 
House, North Pole, Alaska. When the 
volunteer AWS mailmen get your 
letter, they will remail the Santa letter 
or letters from this post office. 

A few days later, your child will 
receive his or her personal letter from 
Santa Claus, complete with authentic 
postmark. 

A deadline of December 10 has 
again been set for mailing letters to  

contacted me U.J. Army liaison 
officer with the JRCC, Lt. Col. Gus 
Oreyhosky, and asked that Army 

Airman's Medal 
earned by two 

UBON RTAFB -- A daring 
crash-scene rescue of two crew 
members of a blazing F-4C Phantom 
aircraft in May earned the Airman's 
Medal for heroism for two NCOs 
assigned to the 8th Tactical Fighter 
Wing. 

TSgt. Ross 0. Finch and SSgt. 
William F. Campbell of the 497th 
Tactical Fighter Squadron were cited 
for "voluntary risk of life at the crash 
site and commanded for showing 
complete disregard for their personal 
safety." 

Sergeant Campbell was working at 
one of the base's nose docks when he 
saw the airplane "plow off the 
runway." 

"I thought it couldn't be real," he 
said, "like in a movie." 

Sergeant Finch, who returned from 
leave the day before, was driving on 
the flight line when he saw the black 
smoke spiraling from the crash. On his 
way to the scene, he picked Can ipbell 
up and the two were the first to reach 
the downed aircraft. 

"There was fire on both sides," 
recalled Sergeant Finch. "The dust was 
just settling down and the engines 
were still turning over." 

Noticing the front cockpit ajar, 
Finch moved to the back-seat position. 
Unable to free his canopy, the 
backseater blew the canopy and with 
Finch's assistance freed himself from 
the burning aircraft. 

The aircraft commander had his 
canopy loosened but was trapped in 
the plane by his log straps. Unable to 
stand up and push the canopy ajar for 
ventilation, the pilot was suffocating 
in the black smoke that filled the 
cockpit. 

Seeing the pilot's plight, Sergeant 
Campbell lifted the front canopy and 
helped the pilot to rid himself of the 
log straps. • e, 	 • 	 • 	•  

()timers twitted toe area again arm 
evaluated it as "hot"... known enemy 
troop concentrations, within range of 
possible enemy mortars, good chance 
of ground fire. 

Minutes after the crash, an Air 
Force OV-10 Bronco forward air 
control aircraft was on the scene, and 
notified the JRCC that there was 
enemy small-arms fire in the area, 
some as close as 50 yards north of the 
downed men. 

JRCC had by then diverted a 
specially modified HC-130 Hercules 
aircraft to act as airborne command 
and control center for the rescue. 

More minutes passed until finally 
voice contact was made with the 
Vietnamese crewmen. There was no 
injuries but they could hear enemy rue 
very close to them. They had not as 
yet made contact. 

While the Jolly Greens were 
churning their way to the area, U.S. 
Army Cobra gunships had reached the 
scene and began working with their 
cohort, a tiny 011-6 low observation 
helicopter to surpress the enemy's fire 
and keep them away from the downed 
chopper. 

The Jolly Greens arrived soon after. 
One of the big helicopters stood off to 
provide cover while the other went in 
for the rescue. 

Aboard the rescue chopper making 
the pickup were Captains Rodney S. 
Griffith, aircraft commander, and 
Michael C. Sartori, co-pilot. Crewmen 
included Sgt. David Garcia, flight 
engineer, and pararescuemen TSgt. 
Eugene  L.  Nardi and A 1 C Charles B. 
Aldean. 

Captain Griffith brought the HH-53 
in for a landing near the downed 
VNAF chopper, and the Vietnamese 
airmen quickly scrambled aboard. This 
was the second rescue mission of the 
Oeek for the men at Bien Hoa earlier 
this week they pulled another eight 
men to safety, continuing to live up to 
their Service's motto - "That others 
may live." 

Big John won't wait! 

1 Town ortr.so innnw 



channel. rIrg 27 asked Pa -:en C for hia position; Raven 30 , 
_ 

mile l southeast of /a17.!n 32." 
. 	_ 

K nz 27 directed Raven 30 

?1 

21f17 	 : Cfl - 

MISSICW 03Z0TI7E: RATII  32 

LOCAT:.:N: 050/25/9 .4 

00,(CC;M3Ar) 

	

1. At 09372 ..(..ng 27, 4n 4.ch 	7over:_n: 

o ;' • 
	

1 

Frat; IrVJ.  

Guard channel was irrissliately select- 

. • 	 .. 

• . 

- 	 ' 

ed - wn. ont of tie T37.7 di -±1 . As t he radio channeli zed another guard trante.esiiima 

of "Mayday, Mayday, Mayday, 

 

thin Is Raven 32 I'm hit bad; I'm g-ig down" ,)!Ipi 
- 	- -•, 

r;n'g%sa..c.1. askinz Raven 32 for is poeition. Raven recei7ed. King 27 rei7onded 

 

32 responded that 

dead, that he wns 

Ra7en 32 cn guare 

replied "kboqt 40 

J1 of Zero, at about 050/25/CH99, hie Xray was 

hit bad,a.nd gol4g down. At this time Raven 30 called - 	
•-• 

he w-ts ncie 

loo proceed to- Raven 32 1 s po3ition.• HOBO 42 and 43 contacted pm 	gpare. . 

Ireqsunic:r anClitTed: if' the. could' te of assz.stance
‘. 
 ‘ •%ing 27'  _ di.Aoikpimat. ,?.. 	 . 	• 	:17;A 	.41r. .04 	; • 

: 7 ■  ,.-...  , . 

CA. 
..i... 	-,t- 	-i, 

, 	 _. 	• - 

,,-• 	
. *: 4.•**-...s 	' .‘  

.. 14:7--  
, ted. hunch of' 

-:.!---- ----,-.. 	--•• 	• . r.l. -...1' ,!••:,..... 	.ly 
91*5 anti' &kid:leer: -  King 27 also contacted_ 3Mokey Control .aad:.,  , 

. 	-., 	. 	 . 	. 
 • ... ,:.....i.- :_. 	• 	_.. zi,  . 

:..bella at ,Sa;iannalch.  et, -  g requesting they tocate - a doc or or-
- __'°:-.‘:-. ' 
. --Ulla ida3 aiallablezand get it out to Savamal.r-het .aLrport (L49 ... 
---,I:4V- ot:I. ._. • 	. 	. 	,. 	- 	 • 	.. 	- 	 - 	 .14 ..  .,.. 

. 32"  maw again-::.Called by ring 271 Raven 32, much calmed, Said 14e"..ttr.i 
..., 	• . _ 	• 

°Night-  malair5t.w Xing urged him on and told him the Jol_ly -  &MEW we:164`.' -A. 

	

.-. 	•-,.-- . 	it.' 

• 

• 

alrettetevnAneir way to help hi -a. King 27 advised &urchbells flat 

" , •• 	r■ r•V•1/11 



be tt 	- A:, 	z' 	; 

2-1Are.n 32 - 

confirmed that a doctor hat Seen 

to assist Raven 32. CITtz•ahoelis 

" 

r. : • . It '4% .3 

lozn:-.e I a3..1. doull.e vai1a5i t L-39 to 

# 

iv-411.11)1e 	r -2vac vi - 

" - 

sea 32 	 11. )5 	 laxted 
• 	 • 	

• .• 	
^ 	 ^ 	 • 

behird River 32 and vrts 	to 7,:e ■er 75.7.16 27 .117 ._ -e 	r wh , t. 4.r.s happening 

3• r. r.. h 	 ).fer L.:39 to serm 

r r 

	

Churehtells advised King Zia.; Raven 32's 	type. was a ne.eys'...iva and 

773 %Wad 'Ake Raven 32 to l'alet -y -3 	t. 30S11 :73 

 

a-riei 32 tit 1 doTt.ir 	 "ne 

Hobo la and 43 esccrts• -: "): to '!Jr. 

 

to UdOra. 

1-ven 

   

tr!••■•••t 707 77 - 7'77:RC 

  

r 

   

••■ 

NAV Yaor Katt 

ss:;.r Borland 

PF3 

z 	_ 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line



FiCON: 40th ,7:14ic ;3‘.-0; 

SajZOT: RCS; 225 7 -6 .11,-aort 

TO: 3rd 11.117.0p 

LiATZ: 16 Novamber 15• -  
iISSI0N NUIELM: 
?LIGHT DESIG:.LT10::: jolly Green 30 
1.11-S5ION OBjaTZTE: 	Evac 
LOCATION: '7":"'3'N 	 39tE 
SAVES: 1 Non-comoat 

1. Summary of S.:2. .1.ationzs. 40 ARRSq was notified by 56th'SOW Dispensary 
at 0900L of :cod to m:.;devac Air Force Sgt Misner, Thomas P. 533-56-0019 
who had inrnal blecainr_; to Udorn RT.:33. 3 AaRGp was notified of request 
and it Was .*provod by Jaza. Jolly Groan 30 was diverted fro;a1 training 
sortie for mv:.c. 	onloaded a*c., 0940. Dr. Jerry W. Howington, FS, 
249-60-3659 .?,nd four P.: 1 5. _;ccompanied pationt. Jolly Green 30 darted'at 
0955. Doctar'advised pilot that helicopter should npt exceed 5000 ft. 
Airspeed held at 85 knots to decrease tha affect of turbulance.' Larded at 
Udorn aT.1.172 at 10501.. Patient off-loaded to ambulance. Helicopter depart-
ed at 1235L for Camp Hunlzy to complete sling training 

2. One sortie and .9 haurs. 

3. Two ambulances and four ground personnel. 

4. N/A 

5. N/A 

6. Crew composition: jolly Green 30. 

AC 1:ajo::' Hortatein, Froderick C. 
CP Lt. Col Holland, Antnorq 
FZ TSgt 	 B. 
as TSgt ealZldridge X. 

SSgt Tis!, Way= L. 
RS Sgt Lackeos, John S. 
RS Sgt dilliamson, Dennis C. 

FRSDERICX C HAnTSTSLti, Major, USAF 
. Aircraft Commander 
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/ ii/cs 

0 	A 

1 ic0;Duus. a EM=1" ris DMM 0 121800Z NOV 71 
AUTWOlIcALLYD

agyznAl  
FM 3ARRGP TAN SON NHUT AFLD RvN 
TO RUEFHOA/CSAF 	 YBAIR VTITVALis (.7  A. ,z)  

RUHHBBA/PACAF/DOH HICKHAM AFB HI 	DECIASSIFISDCrtt 
7( 

RUWTLta-&Ra'54"1474144424-T4Frt714LT"" 711.1710 -PliCEAAA/HQ USK 	
7 ! n ,, 

RUCPAAA/MAC/mA000P 
RUHHBBA/41 ARRWG/CONTROL CENTER/DOC/HICKAM AFB HI 
RUHHHGA/CINCPAC/CC/H.M. SMITH HI 
RHMSMVA/MACV SAIGON VIETNAM 
RuEKAAA/uSAF/AFEOC/FT RITCHIE MD 
RuMOJAA/39ARRS CAM RANH BAY AB RVN 
RUMUJNA/OL-A 3 ARRGP SON IRA AB RVN 
RUMOSRA/OL-B 3 ARRGP UDORN RTAFB THAI 
ZEN/423 TRANSPORT SO/VNAF/TAN SON NHUT AFLD RVN 
BT 
C ONFIDENTIAL/JoRREP JIFFY/JRCC/RESCUE 

I 	1 	 111 

1. (RESCUE OPENING REPORT: 12 NOV 71. 
2. MISSION NUMBER: 03-018-12 NOV 71. 

PAGE 2 RUMMRSA8480C0NFI0ENTIAL 
3. (C) SITUATION: VNAF C-I23: XVFRUr ON FLIGHT FROM TAN SON NHUT TO 
NHA TRANG. FAILED TO LAND AT NHA TRANG FOLLOWING LANDING CLEARANCE 
REQUEST AT 0254Z. PORTCALL RADAR HAD PAST RADAR POSITION AT 230/20/ 
105 AT 0254Z. 

A. DESCRIPTION OF SAR OBJECTIVE: 
(1) C-1231568RU/CAM0FLAGED/XVFRU 
(2) IFR, AIRWAYS, TAN SON NHUT TO NHA TRANG. 
(3) 1ST LT NGO-VINH-TRUNG: 423 TRANSPORT SQUADRON (TSN)t VNAF. 
(4) 8 TOTAL, 4 CREW: 4 PASSENGERS 
(5) WEATHER IN NHA TRANG AREA: TWO THOUSAND SCATTERED, THREE 

THOUSAND BROKEN, SEVEN THOUSAND OVERCAST. SIX MILES VISIBILITY IN 
RAINSHOWERS. WING: 330/10. 

(6) NO SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT CARRIED. 
(7) LAST KNOWN POSITION: RADAR POSITION 230/20/105 (BP 7528) 

B. ACTIONS TAKEN: 
(1) JOKER: NOTIFIED AT 07402 BY SAIGON CENTER 
(2) SAR FORCES NOT ALERTED. SEE PARAGRAPH F. 
(3) N/A 

C. PERSONNEL INFORMATION: 
(1) EIGHT (8) PERSONS INVOLVED. ALL MISSING AT THIS TIME. 

PAGE 3 RUMMRSA848000NFIDENTIAL 
E. FUTURE PLANS: 

(1) ANTICIPATE INITIAL SEARCH AREA FAN SHAPED, CENTERED ON 
NHA TRANG: EXTENDING APPROXIMATELY 15 NM FROM 315 DEGREE COUNTER-
CLOCKWISE TO 045 DEGREES. AREA DIVIDED INTO THREE SEARCH AREAS. 
SEARCH PLANNED TO BEGIN APPROXIMATELY 0200Zr 13 NOV: IF FORECASTED 
LO ‘IA CEILINGS CLEAR SUFFICIENTLY, 

PT 00850 
OTTCZYuw RUMmr<SA8480 3161811-CCCC--RASAAt ie.n41  

CCCCc 	
GENMAL, c Las silt CAT TN 

ZNY 	 116 2 

IMMEDIATE 
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• F-  n't7c;"%pr-r 	* 
2 

(C.) USAF KING AIRCRAFT WILL COORDINATE SEARCH EFFORT. VNAF 
FROVM.,M3 NHA TRANG BASED SEARCH AIRCROT. TWO UG-1H, AND ONE C-..123. F. SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS: 

(1) C-123. ETA NHA TRANG 03002. REPORTED MISSING BY SAIGON 
CENTER AT 0740Z. INITIAL JOKER EFFORTS LIMITED TO COMMUNICATIONS AND 
RAMP CHECKS PLUS COORDINATION WITH VNAF TAN SON NHUT COMMAND POST. 
VNAF REGUESTEC SAR ASSISTANCE TO COORDINATE 13 NOV DAYLIGHT SEARCH 
IN IMMEDIATE NI-IA TRANG AREA, BASED ON LAST PORTCALL RADAR POSITION. 
SEARCH ASSETS AND INITIAL GRID PLANNING ACCOMPLISHED BY VNAF WITH 
JOKER ANC USAF ADVISORY GROUP ASSISTANCE. UHF AND FM COMMUNICATIONS 
PLANNED TO 3E UTILIZED WITH HF CONTACT WITH JOKER AND STOKER. GP-4 
8T 
48480 

NNNN* 

,4. 

Alii,SSAG4 NO2' 

lactIvl ch2.91  

C(173teGb teci : 
Zocaz zizr  

earl bate 

** 
ImfrEDIAT: 	 * 	 * 

*** ****** ****** ******** *** 
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!"MEDI ATE 

PT 00233 
OTTCZYUW RuMmRSA8640 3181553-CCCC--RUwTBMA. 

Y CCCCC 
0 141530Z NOV 71 
Ff.I 3ARRGP TAN SON NHUT AFLO RvN 
TO RUEFHOA/CSAF 
RUHHABA/PAOAF/DOH/HICKAM AFB HI 
RUWIBMA/H0 ARRS/COMMANa PA)slys,coTT AFB ILL 

1itiCEAAA110 'USAF ALT MAXwELT:-ArEr AC:-.-- 
 RUwT9MA/MAC/mAOCCP 

-RtHHA8A/4r-47RWt/CCONTRoL cENTER/DOC/HICKAm AFB HI 
RiiiiHHOA/OINCPAC/CC/H M SMITH HI 
R1-1MSMvA/MACV SAIGON RvN 
RUEKAAA/USAF/AFEOC/FT RITCHIE MD 
RUMOJAA/39 ARRS CAM RANH JAY RVN 
RUMUJNAIOL-A 3 ARRGP SON TRA AB RvN 
RUMOSRA/OL-3 3 ARRGp UDOR;\i RTAFB THAI 
61 

N F IDENT I A LI,J9PREP JIFFY/JRCC/RESCUE 
120740Z' NOV 

I. RESCUE PROGRESS REPORT 2: 13 NOV 71 
2. MISSION NWEER: 03-018-12 NOV 71. 
3. SITUATION: VNAF C-123 MISSING ON FLIGHT FROM TAN SON NHUT TO 

/E 2 RUMMRSA8640 CONFIDENTIAL 
A TRANG. 

A. DESCRIPTION OF SAR OBJECTIvE: 
I ) C-123/568RU/CAMOUFLAGED/XVFRU 

B. ACTION TAKEN: 
(1) NO SAR FORCES LAUNCHED 

C. PERSONNEL INFORMATION: 
(1 ) EIGHT VNAF PERSONNEL MISSING. 

D. FLYING ACTIVITY: THERE WAS .NO FLYING TODAY DUE TO t,riEATHER 
CONDITIONS AN-THEiSEARCH 
F. FUTURE PLANS: 

	 ktd.. (-1 ) Lef-AN5'10Z-SONCENTRATEztOMORROW IS -SEARCH ZiZttgttV -:` 
ACTI VIII  ES‘ 'frON .-. Aht 314 REX' BETWEEN'Ilr`ANar2at MILES SOUTHEASr'• OF--"! -N HA . 
MANG 'ON BOTH - SIDES -OF -THE-PR oPOSED-Ft rGHT-  PATH OF -.'THE -SEA Rat:Pa-Tat: 
JECT.LVE ' TENATI V E 	N.5.-ritiFefkeN)14NA F-FO .Y 0:SUP.F.,"VaCTH E I R-- :-OWN. ,  COMM 
CAP .;..TOMORROW 

( 2 ) FORCES AVAILABLE FOR 14 NOV: 
2 UH1H.- - 

2 0 
2 U-17 
POSSIBLY-1 C-119 FOR COMM CAP. 

F.21EUVITVE ORDMR 1165 
SUBJECT TO GENERAL DECLASS IF CAT 
SCHEDULE OF 2i 

Cleslified by 	  

ACTONATIOALLY DOWNGRADED AT TWO 
YEAR INTERvAas 
DECLASsurED 0N  f7t /Ott 19  

PAGE 3 RUMMRSA8640 CONFIDENTIAL 
G. SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS: THERE WAS -NO SEARCH 
DUE TO WEATHER CONDITIONS IN THE SEARCH AREA. 

P*640 

?7 cc 33 

INAED I ATE c .4j , 	 : 	* 
„ 

ACTIVITY TODAY 

. 	 /405 

1 
1- M2SSAGE.  NOT  

Contacted: 

Local Tie 
and Dzal'..e 
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i ilTaTE7NTMTaif - 

Contacted :  

j artri Date: 
/31.10.11 

Or 	j** *k 

** * ********************* 
PT 00713 
OTTCZYUW RUMMmSA8565 317 134-CCCC--RUWTBMA. 
ZNY CCCCC 
e-ratsvuz NOV 71 
FM 3ARRGP TAN SON NHUT AFBLD 
TO RUEFHOA/CSAF 
RUHHABA/PACAF/DOH HICKAM AFB HI 
RUWIQMA/HO ARRS/CQMMAN PTçOTT AFB ILL 
INFO RUCEAAX/RdTgZF ALT xAXwELL -Artr-AL 
RUWT8MA/MAC/MAOCCP 
RUMMBECAtarTartMtnirrot-CENTE'R- IDOC/HICKAM 
RUHHHQA/CINCPAC/CC/H M SMITH HI 
RHMSMVA/MACV SAIGON RVN 
RUEKAAA/USAF/AFEOC/FT RITCHIE MD 
RUMOJAA/39ARRS CAM RANH BY AB RVN 
RUMUJNA/OL-A 3 ARRGP SON IRA AB RVN 
RUMOSRA/OL-B 3 ARRGP UDORN RTAFB THAI 
BT 
C ONFIDENTIAL/JOPREP 4IFFY/JRCC/RESCUE 
03-018: 1207402 NOV  9 

1. RESCUE PROGRESS REPORT 1: 13 NOV 71. 
2. MISSION NUMBER: 03.-.018-12 NOV 71. 
3. SITUATION: VNAF C•423 MISSING ON FLIGHT FROM TAN SON 

PAGE 2 RUMMRSA8565C0NFIDENTIAL 
NHUT TO NHA TRANG. 	 -Classified by 
A. DESCRIPTION OF SAR OBJECTIVE: 	sUBJTC7 ro giMIRAL DE c_as5I. rrI 

(1 ) C-123/568RU/CAMOUFLAGED/XVFRU 	SCISDULE CT' FMC7::II.'17, IDE'R 11652 
B. ACTIONS TAKEN: 	 AUTOMAT I CALL Y frAirei43:-U.DM AT TRW 

(1) NO SAR FORCES LAUNCHED 	 YEAR INTERVALS 
C. PERSONNEL INFORMATION: 	 DECIASSULEDCN 7  

(1) EIGHT VNAF PERSONNEL MISS/NG1, 
D. FLYING ACTIVITY: TOTAL FLYING TIME 22.1 HOURS: ALL BY VNAF 
AIRCRAFT: 62ND TAC WG VNAFF UH-IHIP 4 SORTIES: 6.1 HRS. 

62ND TAC WG VNAF: 0-I: 4 SORTIES, 8 HRS. 
62ND TAC WG VNAF: U•.•17: 4 SORTIES, 8 HRS. 

F. FUTURE PLANS: 
(1) 62NO.TAC WG PLANS TO CONCENTRATE TOMORROW'S SEARCH 

ACTIVITIES ON AN AREA BETWEEN 10 AND 20 MILES SOUTHWEST OF NHA 
TRANG ON BOTH SIDES OF THE PROPOSED FLIGHT PATH OF THE SEARCH OB-
JECTIVE* TENATIVE PLANS ARE FOR VNAF TO TRY To SUPPLY THEIR OWN 
COMM CAP TOMORROW. 

(2) FORCES AVAILABLE FOR /4 NOV: 
2. UM-1H 
2, 0-1 

PAGE 3 	 QNFI DEN  
2/ U-.17 
POSSIBLY I C-119 gOk COMM CAP. 

G. SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS: 
(1) TWO VNAF HELICOPTERS AND 4 LIGHT: FIXED WING VNAF AIR- 

CRAFT FLEW A TOTAL OF 12 SORTIES FOR A TOTAL OF 22.1 HOURS SEARCHING 

I MMEDIATE 

RVN 

AFB HI 

:t4Irttrzgirag:: ****************** * 
IMMEDIATE 
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IMMEDIATE ERE re * 
* L 

g **** 
PT 00713 

FOR THE MISSING VNAF C-123, CALL SIGN XVFRU. THEIR SEARCH WAS ABOUT 
EQUALLY DIVIDED BETWEEN THE COAST WATERS JUST SOUTH OF NHA TRANG AND 
30 SQUARE MILES LAND AREA IMMEDIATELY SOUTHWEST OF NHA TRANG. THE 
WATER AREA WAS WELL COVERED VISUALLY BUT THE LAND AREA COVERAGE WAS 
ONLY APPROXIMATELY 30 PCT EFFECTIVE DUE TO MARGINAL WEATHER CONDITION!.. 
NO USAF AIRCRAFT WAS INVOLVED IN THE SEARCH. THE SAP HC-130P THAT 
HAD BEEN EXPECTED TO ACT AS COMMUNICATIONS CAP WAS NOT AVAILABLE DUE 
TO MAINTENANCE DIFFICULTIES. 

(2) SAME AS ITEM D. 
(3) TOTAL 60 SQUARE MILES APPROXIMATELY 30 OVER WATER AND 

30 OVER LAND SOUTHWEST OF NHA TRANG. 
GP- 
BT 
#8565 

NNNNI 

"riop$0« 
Ut *** 5r1PriMia A L * ******;0..,  ** 	***** 

IMMEDIA TE 
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- IMMEDIATE 
319 DAY 1971 
19.33.072 

# 002013 
AESC 

:311
(12

61 rorr**** 

****************************** 

- IMMEDIATE 
319 DAY 1971 

********** *********** ********* 

19.33.072 	 * CONFIUENTIAL* 
MSG # 002013 
FROM: AESC 	 *** 	 **** 

OTTCZYUw RUMmRSA8738 3191816-CCCC. ,-RUCIMAA. 
ZNY CC CCC 
o 	V 71 
FM 3 ARRGP TSN AFLU RVN 
TO RUEFFI(A/CSAF 
RUHHAbA/PACAF/00H/HICKAM AF 8 HI 
ur MAA/HQ AN 
	• !,, .11 

}N 0  . 1  A 	0  It 	 AFB AL 
RUrPAAA/MAC/MAGCCP 
RUMM0MA/41 ARRwG/CONTROL CENTER/DOC/HICKHAM AFB HI 
RUHH88A/CINCPAC/CC/H M SMITH HI 
RUMmmVA/MACV SAIGON RvN 
RUEKAAA/USAF/AFEOC/FT RITCHIE MD 
RUMOJAA/39 ARRS CAM RANH BAY RVN 
RUMUJNA/O A ARRGP SON IRA A8 RvN 
RUMOSRA/OL 8 ARRGP UUORN RTAFB THAI 
BT 

JIFFY/JRCC/RESCUE 
1:1J-011 2 0740Z 
I. RESCUE. PROGRESS REPORT 3: 15 NOV 71. 
2. MISSION NUMbER: 031.018-12 NOV 71. 
3, SITUATION: VNAF C-123 MISSING ON FLIGHT FROM TAN SON NHUT 

PAGE 2 RUMmRSA8738CONFIDENTI,..A.L. 
TO NHA TRANG„ 	 Individual  
A. DESCRIPTION OF SAR OBJECTIVE: 	 Contacted: 
(1) C-123/b6SRU/COMOUFLAGED/XVFRU 
B. ACTION TAKEN: 	' 
(1) NO SAR FORCES LAUNCHED. 
C. PERSONNEL INFORMATION: 
(1) EIGHT VNAF PERSONNEL MISSING, 	 Clavstried by 	  

D. FLYING ACTIVITY: TOTAL FLYING TIME 24.9 HOURS. ALLSIATEOMFGEtartiu.4 DEcIASSIFICAittel 
AIRCRAFT. 	 SCHEDULE 07 EMCLITIVE ORDER 11652 

62ND TAC Wt VNAFt 0-1t 6 SORTIES, 9.9 HRS. 	 AUTOMATICALLYDONEMADEDAT 

t 	 UH-1, 4 	 b.7 HRS. 	 YELRINTOWALS 
C -47, 2 	 9.3 HRS. 	 DECLASSIFIED ON  WbCC--)  

F. FUTURE PLANS: 
(1) VNAF WILL SuPpLy THEIR OWN SEARCH AIRCRAFT AS WELL AS A 
C-123 FOR COmM CAP. AREAS WILL bE STRICTLY DEPENDING UPON WEATHER. 
(2) FORCES AVAILABLE FOR 16 NOV. 

Local Time 
and Date 

Robert1
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- IMMEDIATE 
( 1 9 DAY 1911 

MSG-1z; 002013 
FROM: AESC 

* * * * ** * *** * * * ***** * ********44 4 

ONFEurfin 
****,************************ 

2 UH-1h. 
2 L-19. 
1 r-123 t-OR COMm CAP. 
G. SUMMARY OF SAN ACTIONS: 

z 

PAGE 3 kUmmRSAr738C0NFI0ENTIAL 
(I) TWO VNAF HELICuPTERS, 2 0-1/S, kND I C-47 FLEW A TOTAL OF 
1 HOURS. SEARCHING FOR THE MISSING VNAF C-123. THE SEARCH wAS 
MAINLY CoNCENTRATEU SOUTH AND sOuTHwEST OF CAM RHAN BAY, ANO 
APPROXIfrATELY 35 TO 40 MILES SOUTHWEST OF NHA TANG WITH NEGATIVE 
RESuLTS Out. TO MARGINAL WEATHER IN THE AREA. THE C-47, wHILL 
ACTING AS COmm CAP, SEARCHEO SW ALONG THE COAST TO PHAN RHANG ALSO 
WITH NEGATivE RESULTS. 
(a) SAME AS ITEm D. 
(J) UNK. 
GP-4 
ST 
#d738 

NNNN 

IMMEDIATE 
31 ,4  DAY 1971 
II(' 33.07Z 

# 002013 
FROM: AE5C 

L ii 71 	; 4*4  
: • . 	,....f I. 

**********************.******** 
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J- IMMEDIATE 	 ** *************************( 
340 DAY 1971 

MSG # 002117 	NEN tAL comm 	* 
FROM: AESC 	 ....1444VW 
OTTcZYUW RUMMRSAB835 3201535-CCCCA—RUCIMAA. 
VIT SC=4  
0 161 100Z NOV 71 	, 
FM 3ARRGF TSN AFL° RVN 
TO RUEFHGA/CSAF 
RUHHABA/PACAF/DOH/HICKHAM AFB HI 
RUCIMAA/HQ  ARRS/ClitEthaLlmlagugyLALB./IJ 
INFO RUCWA-A/H0--1.WAFALTMAXWELLAFB: AL 
RUCpAAA/MAC/MAOCCP 	• ' 
RUHHB8A/41 ARR#6/CONTROL CENTER/DOC/HICKHAM AFB 
RUHHHQA/CINCPAC/CC/H m SMITH HI .  
RUMMMVA/MACV SAIGON RVN 
RUEKAAA/USAF/AFEOC/FT:RICHIE .MD 
RUMO4AA/39 ARRS CAM RANH BAT RvN 
RUMu4NA/OL A ARRGP SON TRA AB RVN 
RUM0SRA/OL B ARRGP .  UDoRm RTAFS THAI 
OT 
CONFIuENTAAL/JOPREP 4IFFY/JRCC/RESCUE 
0=607-11. 0740Z NOV. 

cx 2 RUMMRSA8035 CONFIDENTIAL 
. NHLTRANG . 

C. PERSONNEL INFORMATION: 	- 
(1), 	VNAF,  PERSONNEL MISSING. 
D. FLYING ACTIVITY: TOTAL FLYING TIME. 1.2.L HOURS. ALL BY 
VNAF AIRCRAFT: 
1b2N0 TAC WG VNAFr UH-1H.•'SORTIES. 3.6 14RS 
62NO TAC WG VNAF.. 0-1r. 4_,SURTIESt_7WWRS• 
62N0 TAC WG- VNAF. , ‘ C-123. ILAORTIESp_LLO HRS.. 
E. SAVES DATA 'Nor:SAVES -MA 
F..':SUMMARY OF,i,SA Ft ACTIONS; 	VA; 
117 TWO VNAF .  HELICOPTER.. TWO VNAF UGHT* FIXED WING AND 
ONE 'VNAF .TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT FLEW k : TOTALik- OE9 SORTIM FOMICIte 
TOTAL-,QF 12.1rek:10,4RS.JSEARCH  LNG E0RtHEMrsSING VNAF.C-1231.`'.:21 
CALL . SIGN XVFRU'a EFFORTS. CONCENTRATED-IN- MOUNTAINOUS_ TERRAIN. 
WEST AND SOUTWOF,NHA`,-TRANG. ORIENTED: ALONG: THE 230 DEGREE. 
RADIAL. OF MA ,2TRANG---TACAN..' WEATHER PERMITTED FIRST ADEQUATE 

St' 

a. IMMEDIATE 	 ****************************** 
520 DAY 1971 	 * 	 --- 	asett led by 	  
15.01.54Z 	 * 	 9 	1.  ;..113r TO OENMAL DECLA,SSIFICATE06 
MSG # .002117 	 Al 	 -.) 	 1:4  -  V  i ll • OF Execulr.T. ORDER 11652 
FROM: AESC 	 ***************************NIATICALIA DOMORADED AT TWO 

• YEAR INTERVALS 
VocLASSII I=  ____ 	. 

* ** ******* 

HI / 

RESCUE SUSPENDING REPORT: 16 NOV' 71. 
E. MISSION NUMBER: 03-.016-12 NOV 71. 
3. SITUATION: VNAF C-123 MISSING ON FLIGHT FROM TAN SON NHUT 
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E N 	I A L. 	 • 

—RESOURCES :'CROM .."SAR4"*Tr.',f:Ft.' 
AN ACTIVE SEARCH.: 

: 	 7744.77"C:: 

IMMEDIATE 
Ail) DAY 1971 

M56 11 .0C2117 
FROM: AESC 

************* ***************** 

a 
****************************** 

HEEL 

• —IMMEDIA7E 	 ****************************** 

—4 DAY 1971 	 * 

16.01.54Z 	
: c.112M OE* 1  

MSG W . 002 -.17 
fftom: AESC 

COVERAGE IN THESE AREAS. THE C.q23 ACTED AS COMMUNICATIONS 
CAP AS WE.L AS ACTIVE SEARCH DUTIES. SARt USAF HC130Pt 
WAS NOT UTILIZED DUETO MAINTENANCE.DIFFICULTIES• 
42) SAME AS ITEM De 

****************************** 

PAGE 3 RUMMRSA8835 CONFID 
t3) UNK. 
( 44') VNAF HAS RECEASEDIAISAF -ISAR 
EFFORT ALTHOUGH iiNAF 'CONTINUES 
6/31•4 

116836 

1;1414,N 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line



1209N/ 

■ T 1.Ft t 	U s 

OMEDIATIL 
31 DAY '1971 
14.13.52Z 
MS G # 004175 

_FROM: AESC 

JTTCZYUW RUMMRSA8910 3211317 -CCCC--RUCIMAA. 
ZNY CCCCC 
0 171300Z NOV 71 
FM 3ARRGP ISM AB RVN 
TO RUEFHGA/CSAF 
RUHHABA/PACAF/UOH/HICKAM AFB HI 

AILIUALaig_pRS/COMMAND POST/SCOTT AFEI ILL 
far-O -AUCiAillibITSAF —ALT-  MAXWELL'Afe --Itt''''" 

--WiAA/M  ilnini"INal"Irr*Crt ARRWG C 	ROL CENTER/O0C/HICKAm AFB HI 
RUHHHOA/CINCPAC/CC/HM SMITH HI 
RHMSMVA/MACV SAIGON RVN 
RUEKAAA/USAF/AFEOC/FT RICHIE MD 
RUMOJAA/39ARRS CAM RANH BAY RVN 
RUMUJNA/OL-A ARRGP SON IRA AB RVN 
RUMOSRA/OL-8 ARRUP UDORN RTAFB THAI 
AT 

FROM TAW SON NHUr 
Massif by 	  
SUBJECT TO-GENERAL mickAssiricittIOX 
SCOICDUIdC OF EitECUTIVZ MIER JIM 

1111UTOVA1ICIALL4 DCAINCTAD26 42 Via 
irrnAR maw= .ez 	n  
1$60Z11991:11St Olt 	 

Lii AFLD 
LOCATED AT 0.500Z+ 17 NOV 71. AT 209N/lAglaBE. 

(3) 02NO TAC wG vNAF CONFIRMED SIGHTING OF WRECKAGE AVM. 

(4) oRECKAGE SIGHTED ON SOUTH SIDE OF 3209FT 
APPROXIMATLLY b NM SOUTH ON THE 220 DEGREE RADIAL -OF--NR 
TArAN. NO ATTEMPT MADE TO RECOVER WRECKAGE THIS DA,TE.-- 

D. FLYING ACTIVITY: 
(1) UN(NOWN. 	' 

E. SAVES DATA: NO rWitSLCLAIMED. 
F. SUMMARY OF SAR ALTIONS: 

(1) VNAF TACC. TAN SON NHUT AFLU RVN, REPORTED TO 
JlirC THAT THE MISSING VNAF C-123 AIRCRAFT WAS LOCATED 

_10908E AT n300z, 17 NOV 71. by A VNAF UH-1H. WRECHAGE w 

amALliFICEN'T/At'JtoloWEP JIFFY/JRCC/RtSCUE 
0,6-018. 1207402 NOV. 

1. RESCUE CLOSING REPORT: 17 NOV 71. 
2. MISSION NUMBER: 0.5-01B-12 NOV 71 
3. SITUATION: VNAF C-123 MISSING ON FLIGHT 

'AGE 2 ROMMRSA8910C0NFI oLNFIAL 
Iw o NHA TRANG. 

C. PERSONNEL INFORMATION: 
(1) LIGHT VNAF PERSONNEL DECEASED 
(2) REPORTtD BY VNAF TACC. TA J_SCILLN 

- IMMEDIATE 
3z1 DAY 1971 
14.13.52Z 
MSG # 004175 
FROM: AESC 

********* * **** *********** ***** 

******** ****** *** * * * **** ****** 

[415  
d Lel/LIN/0J 1'/  

DECLASSIFIEll 



- /MMEDIATt 
ael DAY 1971 

13. 522 
III's(' 0 004175 
FROM: AESC 

...*...********************* 

r \t:15,11\.1 
E***** 

CONFIRMED TO BL THAT OF UFRU. GROUND TEAM TO BE PLACED ON 
ObJECTIVE 18 NOV 71. NO SUR 

(2) UNKNOWN. 
(3) UNKNOWN 

PAGE 3 RUMMRSA891‘,..4...4) N f 	D'ENTIAL 
(4) USAF AIRCRAFT NOT UTILIZED IN THIS SEARCH. THIS 

REPORT SUBMITTED FROM INFORMATIONRECEIVEU FROM VNAF TAOCm. 
GP-4 

- BT: 
W8910, 

NNNN 

•• IMMEDIATE. 
321 DAY 1971 
14.13.522 
MSG 0 004275 

4110M: AESC 

* * ********* i**** 41 **** ******* 4 4 
lit 

* 5ttrii litral C0-4,1 11- 
* 

* ** * **** * **** * ********* **** *** 
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.46 II; 4.11 	a. i:fir 

Late: 25 Novemeer 1971 

Misaion Number: 0)-019-25 ;,icrocIr 

Aircraft Desigration: King 21 

Mission Ob.4,ective: CH-4b Cuekly 477 

Location: 142/18/Ch 115 UTM: Wit 908880 

Saves: 21 Combat. Seven credited to nen-65AT e topters. Fourteen ox-ed-
ited to USAF helicopter jolly Green 70. 

At ol4n, 25 November 1971, while on normal orbit controlling search air-
craft on the Gunfighter 61 mission, we were regeemted ny Joker to proceed to 
the Ch 115 (Binh Thuy) area where a Ilk was in progrese for a downed aircraft 
with 21 SOB' s. Location passed was 30 miles south of Ch 115. Joker had al-
ready launched jolly Greens 70 and 73 from Ch 73. Initial callaign passed 
for the downed aircraft was Cuddy 477(a C-7A). Since we were well beyond' ' 
UHF-VHF range I instructed the Radio Operator to obtain as much information 
as possible since details were quite sketchy. Our ETA to the area was 0306Z. 

While proceeding to the area I requested a slow FAG in the area from 
Joker. I also inquired to the possitility of getting Sandy aircraft from 
Ch 93 to proceed to the area to provide escort and SARCAP for therJollies. 
Joker was unable to ootain the requested resources so I requested launch 
of the Hawks (L-37' s) from CH 73 and requested Joktar to obtain additional 
soft ordinance from DASC 4 in case it would ee heeded. 

At this time we were still beyond UHF-VHF range but got HY contact 
with Jolly Green 70 and 73 who were nearing the St scene at 0245Z. They 
reported the weather was very marginal and that they were staying low under 
a 100-200 foot ceiling. I cancelled the request for Hawks Decease of the-:. 
weather but kept them en a standby posture. just prior to the arrival of 
The Jollies im the area, we learned that Wavy aircraft were already ia.the 
area and were communicating FM which we were without. I requested that. 
Jolly Green or Joker try  to get all aircraft involved up on 34.2-and X,; 
would talk to thaw is. soon as- we were within range. Jolly Greta -10,repal;I:, 
ed that same o( theWavy aircraft werw unaole to come up on taat -kilqueo- - 

 cy but that 344.0 could be used. By this tine I was able to get UNI aon=4 
tact with the other aircraft. 

Aircraft in the area at this time were Sealord 6 (UH-1), Black - Pony' 
105,115 (0V-10), Seawall 94 and 99 (UM-1), Dustoff 70 and 78, and J 014 
Greens 70 and 73. I appointed Sealord 6 as On Scene Commander. Jolly 
Green 70 heard a beeper at 0235Z and started a DF aoming maneuver on it 
altnough the crash position had oeen located. Shortly after commencing 
this ne too,: small arcs fire and received one hit in his external fuel 
tank. This we.; confirmaa visually by Jolly Green 73 out damage Wit3 not 
extensies. Joker at this time orlered the Jollies away from the area to 

?-4 r, 	 3 year intervr.1.3., 1 	- 4 1-- _L. 	.; • 

72 years. • .41.4 
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7. -a./ 	 , 	7 . 	 Abpay rr:m eels sceee. 

ae deeeemined at t.a 	isi ti 	terrain in the area was mostey rice 
paddies with A tree line aeeacent eo :he paddy teal*. the downed aircraft 
was on. ae 	deeereined Leceeeealert 6 L. tee •cwned aircraft was 
Navy CM-14ó (.not a C-7A as indiCated ay the previously passed caiisign) 

and that there were iriendlies near tint aircraft-with the hostile fire 
coming from a location a:proximately one kilometer east of the scene. We 
received a revie:on of the posa at 14118/en '15 LTA We 908880. Sea-
eet-e. 6 .4443 	 ac 	witn guns. Me deter- 
mined tnat ene area ea:. safe aneugn for a pickup attempt and at 0i00Z, 
LUseaff 	laneed an picked ep teree survivors wf: eere mast eereously 
eeunded this included the pilote of env CB-46). Seaiard 6 picked up 
four 'survivors with minor wounds. Dustoff 70.  proceeded to Binh Thuy with 
his survivors and Sealard 6 remained at the scene. ance Joker -had 
previously ordered the Jollies out of the area we contacted Joker to ob-
tain a clearance for Umem to go in and rick ue the fourteen survivors 
remaining. ..;oxer approved the request and Sealord 6 directed Jolly 70 
to the lecaticn. Jolly Green 73 remained airborne cover. Jolly 70 pick-
ed up the remaining survivors (ten U. S., four indigenous) at 03087. and 
remained on the ground until 0314Z to check his damage and to remove same 
maeerial from the dcwned aircraft. He was accompanied on the ground by 
Navy Helo 271 who laeded also to cneck gunfire damage which he had re-
ceived wnile flying east of the scene. He was also acle to provide gun 
support while on the ground. While 70 and 271 were on the ground Seawolf 
94 and 99 orbited overhead tetween the location of the two aircraft and the 
source of the previous hostile fire. At 03114, Jolly Green 70 accompanied by e 
Jolly Green 73 left the area to proceed to Binh Thuy to drop off the surviverMJ 
and also to check battle damage as previously - instructed by Joker. Navy 
271 remained on the ground until 03271 and then prcceeded to Binh Thuy.74 

- 

Sealord &was near bingo fuel at 0332Z and left the scene.  Aircraft 
remaining at- Ahlii time were Seawall 94 and 99, Sealnrd I, Black Pony 105 ' 
And 115. SmOkolf Operation (Sector TAC Operation Center) „Om“rrmgmi 
/or securitref the : downed aircraft and friendly treoc1,11,e'f..tte area. 

i;LT362 all aircraft were released from.the scene and .Aeittami4to 
- 	 Ling 24 proceeded back to normal orbit position_to; 
taantiol of march aircraft in the other operation. 

-. 

Additional'Ocembents: 

Cmr response in this mission was delayed by the distMna 1 IKE21, 
An reaching the area from normal orbit position. Ling 	on groMmilrlire 
at Ch 71. meld.  probably have reached the scene such sooner. - Beaalas,,4 
Veitalaifnireachl■ng the scene, much of the coordination‘was.alreadi )  

Oefore our arrival. Also our aircraft was equipped with, 
radii) int. 31 yip inoperative. The mission could have been asei.eii 

GROIT*113ifIr'. 2:7;4:41?;?'. 	1 Downgraded,g A Year D eclasiiriettla  er',121-  COMDENTTA 
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37 ARRSQ HISTORY, 1 OCTOBER - 31 DECEMBER 1971 

high speed low altitude egress from the area was made and the air-

craft recovered uneventfully at Bien Hoa AB. 

Four days later Capt Griffith and crew were again scrambled 

from the Bien Hoa FOL. A VNAF UH-1F was reported down twenty miles 

northeast of Bien Hoa. A RASH FAG Briefed the jollies on the 

situation while they proceeded to the area. An army hunter-killer 

team began preparing the area while the Jcilles readied their air= 

craft for the rescue attempt. The survivors were located in the 

trees at the edge of a large clearing. 	Immediately upon arrival 

they were advised that the area had been thoroughly prepared and 

were cleared in for the pickup. An autereatative decent and power 

recovery to a landing was made in the immediate vicinity of the 

survivors who rapidly boarded through the crew entrance door. During 

the recovery, ground fire was reported north Df the LZ but was 

never confirmed by the crew. Egress was made. from the area and 

seven survivors brought safely back to Bien Hoa. 

On 25 November 71 Jolly Green 70 and 73 were scrambled out of 

the Bien Hoe FOL for a Navy CH-46 shot down n:nety miles south with 

twenty-ore .people on board. Major problems ence.untered en route were 

naviagation being hampered by low ceilings and poor visibility. As 

a resulc both aircraft, forced to fly at 100-3g0. feet AGL, were 

expesed,to enemy ground fire as they approached the down helicopter. 

K:ng advised the Jollies to withdraw tc ..) a safe holding point to 

await area preparation. Major Robert a. Swench the Alpha Low AC 

on Jolly Green 70 was advised that Dustoff and Sea Wolf helicopters 

had extracted seven Injured survivors and that his assistance would 

be required to pickup the remaining personnel. Jolly Green 70 

15 



37 ARRSO HISTORY, 1 OCTOBER - 31 DECEMBER 1971 

rendezvoused with SEA Wolf helicopter and was briefed on the SAR 

situation. Approach and landing at the crash- site were without 

incidents and fourteen survivors taken on board. The Jollies 

proceeded to Binh Thy to unload.tile survivors and assi- ,Is battle damage. 

JoYirtrAWITdiscovered five hits And Jolly Green 73 one, but the 

damage wash 't critical and the return to Bien Hoa was begun. 

The weather had deteriorated and both aircraft_ were again forced 

to fly low. After transiting through a heavy rain shower Capt 

Richard L. Wall, Jolly Green 73 AC, lost all visual and radio 

contact with Jolly Green IC. A run through of all normal frequencies 

proved fruitless and Jolly Green 73 proceeded to Bien Hoa for 

fuel. 

On the ground it was determined that Jolly Green 70 had crashed 

in the Son Nha Bhe River at the same position where visual contact 

had been lost. Several aircraft were already in the suspected SAR 

area and Jolly Green 73 launched to Join them. Despite Door 

weather Capt Wall and crew spotted a survivor, Pararescueman AIC 

Richard L. Steed, on the river bank and an immediate pick - up was 

made. The search was continued and it was reamed that a Navy 

helicopter had rescued the Flight Engineer s  _Sgt Hank L. Theriot, 

who had been taken to Vung Thu. Low fuel firmlly forced Cat 

Wall to return to Bien Hoa. Subsequent search and investigation 

revealed that Jolly Green 70 had been downed by enemy ground fire. 

A lunch time scramble at the Bien Hoa FOL sent Capt Steven R. 

Tyler and crew heading for the heart of Cambodia to rescue a downed 

American A - 37 pilot on 29 Nov. Enroute to the scene all applicable 

16 
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USAF IT,elicopter Crew Losses — Vietnam WarCompiled by Jim Henthorn jhenthorn@home.com  
USAF ilencopter Crew 'Losses Vietnam War 

Notes: at Lima Site 20, crashed on landing, hit ground, spun right, rolled down hill, flipped, burst into flames. 
Two flight engineers survived. 

Tail No_: 68-10366 Model: HH-53C 	Date of Loss: 25 Nov 71 	Unit: 37th ARRS 
Country of Loss: Gia Dinh, SVN 	Call Sign: Jolly Green 70 

Pilot: Robert B. Swenck (02W-72) 
Co-Pilot: John W. George (02W-72) 
P.J.: Thomas D. Prose (02W-72) 
P.J.: James R. Thomas (02W-72) 

Notes: SAR mission, crashed Song Na River 

Tail No.: 	 Model: 1_IH-1N 
	

Date of Loss: 04 Dec 71 	Unit: 20 th  SOS, Ban Me Thuot 

Country of Loss: Gia Dinh, SVN 	Call Sign: Green Hornet 

Gunner: Thomas E. Fike (02W-84) 

Notes: Tim Fike was the last Hornet lost. If I remember right it was in Dec 71. It was his last mission before 
rotating home (it was to be a milk run out of Saigon and back). His crew was shot down as they were 
returning to Saigon. The pilot thought that they had seen a rocket launcher set up in a rice paddy. The went in 
low level to check it out (flying a slick), and a bad guy popped up and racked the bottom of the chopper. Tim 
Fike was killed, the other gunner (King) was seriously wounded and at least one of the pilots was wounded in 
the leg. From "Jim" (Official Squadron History does not have this information in files — History ends Sept 
1971) 

Tail No.: 68-10359 Model: HH-53C 	Date of Loss: 27 Mar 72 	Unit: 40th ARRS 
Country of Loss: Cambodia Call Sign: Jolly Green 61 

Pilot: David E. Pannabecker (02W-120) 
Co-Pilot: Richard E. Dreher (02W-119) 
Flight Engineer: James Manor (02W-120) 
P.J.: Raymond J. Crow, Jr. (02W-119) 
P.J.: Raymond A. Wagner (02W-120) 

Notes: crashed from unknown causes 

Tail No.: 68-10365 Model: HH-53C 	Date of Loss: 6 Apr 72 	Unit: 37th ARRS 
Country of Loss: Quang Tri, SVN Call Sign: Jolly Green 67 

Pilot: Peter H. Chapman, II (02W-130) 
Co-Pilot: John H. Call, III (02W-130) 
Flight Engineer: Roy D. Prater (02W-131) 
P.J.: Allen J. Avery (02W-130) 
P.J.: William R. Pearson (02W-132) 

Jim Henthom 
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Robert LaPointe 

From: 	'Lon" <cbaidea@mn.rnediaone.net > 
To: 	''LaPointe" <rlapointe@gci.net > 
Sent: 	Saturday, May 06, 2000 12:25 PM 
Attach: 	chuck & me.jpg 
Subject: Fw: Hi 

Bob, Heres some stuff on missions you asked for. Picture is after 12nov71 
mission; Pilots- Griffith& Sartori; PJ's- Nardi& Aldean ; not pictured 
FE-Garcia. 

8Nov71 mission in Cambodia 	Nardi & 1 both remember we were 
expecting Americans. When they broke tree line, were Viet's wearing combo 
good guy-bad guy uniforms & were all carrying AK's. Came in ramp by Nardi. 
11e kept close watch on em because we still weren't sure who they were, & I 
layed down covering fire with mini on way out. They were off loaded pretty 
hush hush at Bien Hoa. We were told later they were a 'road watch' team of 
repatriated bad guys. 

24May71 Your mission report covers it pretty well, 

29Nov71 Cambodia If you remember being at Bien Hon shortly 
after Jim Thomas's bird went down, the unidentified picture of pilot on 
your web site could have been this guy. Was burned, & I dressed his ann & 
cleaned up his face a little, 

25Nov71 Nardi & I hi bird. Thomas, Prose, Steeds lo bird 
made succesful pickup. Both took hits on way in. Stopped at small army base 
to cheek for damage & had quick Thanksgiving Turkey. [Was Thanksgiving Day] 
On way back to Bien Hoa weather real bad. They went down. We returned & 
couldnt see anyone in water. I went in river but very strong current & poor 
visibility & couldnt locate for sure where wreckage was. Also put me down on 
shore but again unable to locate survivors. Short time later we did pick up 
Steed who apparently had been taken to different location on shore by Viet 
fisherman. Keep up good work. See you in Sept thanks Charlie Aldean 
	Original Message 	 
From: <Genonardi@aol.com > 
To: <cbaldea@nin. mediaone.net > 
Sent: Monday, April 24, 2000 3:40 PM 
Subject: Hi 

>11ere is the picture you asked about 

5/6100 
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77th ARES 
Memorial Service 

North Hanger LANang Airfield 
Republic of Vietnam 

mms 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

• Presentation of aolors 	 Color Guard 

* Apo, 	 'quirt As I Amp Without One Pies" 

• Invocation 	 Chaplein Carl ?. Rasiaris 

Reeponsive Reading 	 "The Christi 	pe 

it= 	 *The Strife is Oierv  l'he Bettie Dace 

Scripture Reading 	 TSgt Raymond Gore 

Tribute 	 Cclaaelliillias Harris 

* Hymn 	 "The Air Force Hymn" 

* Baxialetiolt 	 Chaplaan Masai F. Estee 

• * * * * * * * * * 0 * * * 0 * * * * * * * * * * * 0 * * 

4  Please Stead 

BACK 	 INDEA 
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MAJOR i  ROBERT B svgzolc — Aircraft Commander - Killed la atiow 
25 liovember 1971, Major Swetck was born on 10 March 1933 ix 
10Juisiri1le9  Kentucky. He attaaded Grade and High 5choo1 at 
Oka...iota School in Louirville. He WILA a graduate of Western 
Ilentucy State College and was commissioned ix 1956 through 
the Reserwe Officer Tralniag Grupe Program. Majut Swetok 
earned his pilotrs Liigi in Jalfm=7t I957. Major'Sweackts 
decoratioas its.qude the Sliver Stari  the Distinguished Flying 
Crowe with I OLC ;  the Liman+, Meds1 9  the Air Medal with B 01/3 2 

 and the Air Force Comendatiox Medal. This was 1.40or Swenckla 
isecond cosibat tcur in Vistnait. He served in S. previously v 

 flying the Huey Gunship. He is survived by his wife Donna, 
and 3 daughtera ;  who reside at 9509 anavo-od Road, Saineville ; 

 Kentuaky 40291, 
* * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
CAPTAIN, JOHN  W GEORGE Copilot - KiMlei in action 25 
11,157enber 197i. Captain Georg* was bora on 10 June 1545 ia 
Dover ;  Temnlessee. He atteeed Big Rock Elementary School in 
111g Fo6c, Teamessee and 3tewart Goutty High School. in Dover. 
He 1043 a graduate of the Univezeity of Tenneemse in Knoxville 
and wan comaiseiomed in 1.967  through the Reaerve Officer 
7raining Corps Program. Captaiu George eared his pilotla 
wings in February 1969. 	and this was hie first tour in SEt. Ho 
is survived by his parents Mr and Mrs Ray George, his wite 
Elizabeth and a daughterp -who reside at P.O. Box 66 ;  Big Rock 9  
Tennensee 37023. 
* * * 	* 4 * 	 * * * * * * * * * * * 4- 

.U0 THOMAS PRO' Parareamenas - Miediag in sOtioa since 
25 November 1911. Airman Prat -was born OA 9 April 1951 it 
3prlagfie1d 9  Illinois, He graduated from Girard. ll1g Sehool 
ix airard 9  Illinois and attended Linoolx Community College la 
Springfield. Lirmax Prose entered Baair, Trainiag at Lacklaad 
An i March 1970. Eli decoration' include the Air Medal with 
/ OLC. He is survived by biz Father s. Lawrence E Froae and rive 
brothers, who reside at RR. -tit 2 Girard, Illimois 62640 Rad his 
Mother p Mrs. Jacqueline L. Epley. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * *-* * * * • * * 
ZSgt ,AMEZ R MBAS Pararesceas Elsg actios sinoe 
25 November 1971. Stigt Thomas was born om 5 July 1943 is 
itorianna?  florid*. He attended grade school and High School 
in Florida itra enterea Basic Malaise at Laakiand L143 is 
August 1961, SEgt Thonaels daocratione Include the Air madmia 
with 1 (114 and the Air Force Commeadatiot !Wel with 2 OLC. 
Hia wife.Julia and 2 daughters reside at 406 Sherry Circle 
N.W.„ Fort Walton Beach, Florida. 

NEXT 
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Synopsis 	 Page 1 of 1 

Wete 41/mega 2t 	nu/  
On November 25. 1971 (Thanksgiving Day). while on a TDY assignment :  he was on a 
rescue mission with five other crew members which successfully retrieved 13 soldiers 
whose helicopter had been shot down. The chopper. a HH-53C (jolly Green 70). took 
ground fire during the rescue. The crew stopped at a forward base camp to make sure the 
chopper was safe to fly. The soldiers got off at that time. My dad and the crew of the sia4 
Green 70 were offered Turkey sandwiches before their flight LO their home base at Bien 
Hoa. They ate their sandwiches :  inspected their chopper and headed home. 

They encountered a heavy rain storm on the flight back, when the chopper took more fire 
and the pilot was hit. It began a slow, controlled descent and impacted in the Nha Be River. 
Once it hit the water it did a severe end over flip, and the chopper sank immediately. Three 
men, Capt. John W. George. Maj. Robert B. Swenck :  and A1C Thomas D. Prose were killed 
immediately. There were two survivors, t -le flight engineer and a third Pararescueman. My 
father was never recovered. There was a fisherman who said that he saw three White 
skinned survivors: two were holding on to the tail of the plane and the other man was by the 
floating cockpit. He mentioned that one cf the men was wearing a T-shirt. According to 
statements and records, my dad was the only one that day in a T-shirt when the chopper 
went down_ The fisherman helped the third Pararescuernan into his boat, then they went for 
the other . men by the tail section. They were unable to locate anyone. AS it turned out, the 
flight engineer had swam to shore and hid himself for about an hour until he heard the 
sweet sounds of a Huey Helicopter. You see. there were hostiles in the area and one side of 
the bank was friendly but the other was not. The search continued over the next five days to 
no avail, my dad has never been found. They tried to raise the wreckage once. but the cable 
broke and the chopper sank into an even deeoer. rougher part of the river. They have never 
made a second attempt to my families knowledge. 

http://inernbers.aol.comiberly  1 00/S ynopsis. html 	 6/16199 
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I/18/98 

Pararescuemen Technical Sergeant sJames R. Thomas and Airman First Class Thomas D. Prose 
were lost. along with the pilots returning from a mission  on 25-  No% ember  1971. Pararescueman 
Rich Steed and Flight Engineer Theriqux survived. The crew had rescued the 'crew of an army . 

 Chinook helicopter in the Delta. and were returning when their H1-1-53 Super Jolly Green 
Giant helicopter was hit, the pilots killed, and it crashed in the \a Be River. 

Jim Thomas' third grandson„lames„ was born in January of 1997 to Mrs. Kimberly Thomas-
Bowles. Jim was survived by .  his vvife, Julie and his two daughters. Kimberly anti Lisa. 1,isa was 
instrumental in helping Julie through some very rough times. Julie adopted another daughter 
in 1980 named Symphony, for whom Jim has always been "Daddy .  Jim." According to Lisa, 
"Symphony,  is only 18 so we won't let her have kids yet. Hu Ha." Lisa's two sons are ('.1 
(Christopher James). age 4 currently, and Ryan, a 2 year old. These kids are "the lights of our 
lives, and I know, would be of Jim's." according to Julie. 

The crews from the 37th ARRSti won the Presidential Unit Citation, Outstanding Unit 
Citation, and had ov er 613 "saves," or lives saved from its crews efforts. Jim Thomas had a 
number of those saves credited to hint. 

The motto of the Aerospace Rescue and Recovery SerN ice is: 

"These things we do, That Others lay Live. 

ebmaster. John ( . Ratliff 

01998 John C. Ratliff 

Revised 1/20/98 

httm://www.sorcom.comt-searat/Jim.html 

con tact searat(a soreom.com  
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Not Jim! 

In Honor of Jim Thomas 

Its. Julie Thomas wrote our Pararescue Association one da ■ 

Asking if any of us had information about her husband she could gather. 

I had slides from my experiences far away 

In a place called Vietnam where he was lost in a river's water. 

I looked at my slides to see 

And found one with the name tag of "James Thomas." 

But I wasn't sure, for with in memory 

After ON Cr twenty ■ ears it was a guess. 

So I copied the slide. 

And sent her the picture, along with another. 

I had to confide 

That I did not know if it was him, or some other. 

But it matched. 

She wrote back and told me that the person was her husband w ho had died. 

But she couldn't have watched 

NI ■ reaction to her letter--I cried! 

For at last, ov er twenty years thereafter. 

I had learned the fate of a beloved Pararescueman. 

http://www.sorcom.com/—searatiJim.html 	 3/13/99 
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A man who had died in the service of others who matter 

\lore to him than his own life hut this wasn't his plan. 

As I read the letter, I said. 

"Not him, Not Jim!" 

And shed sonic more tears as I laid 

the letter down to compose my thoughts from that time. 

Jim was a family man, joi ial and merry, 

The kind of gu s ho let others know 

Just how much he could carry 

With an attitude hich always said, "Co!" 

A big man, with a smile which shined. 

A slap on the back. 

Encouragement when he grinned. 

Which was often, even when we were down and in the sack. 

Jim Thomas was lost when his pilots were shot 

and the helicopter headed for a gentle crash in a Vietnam river. 

Some survived the crash, perhaps even Jim, but lie was not 

later recovered. and was lost forever. 

For one river side was friendly, 

The other 

The enemy, 

And for this he and his family had to suffer. 

Jim was a Parareseneman, 

One who had earlier that day .  

http://www.sorcom.com/—searat/Jim.html 	 3/13/99 
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Distinguished himself along with his fellow crewmen 

fi) rescuing relitIN ■ ..tmericans from enemy fire in a extraordinary way. 

The took man ■ a hit. 

But were successful with those they rescued. 

The ride back to base was supposed to fit 

A peaceful. relaxed journey, for the were tired. 

But it wasn't to he, 

And they were lost. 

And now, so many ■ ears later I had a key 

To some of Jim's life in the pictures from the past. 

I enlarged those pictures and sent them on 

Not knowing how they, or my letter would be receix ed. 

	

But the response after in 	a dawn 

Was more than I could have conceived. 

Kimberly, Jim's daughter wrote back, 

Telling me that my photograph was the one 

That had accompanied her when she too was on her back 

	

Giving birth to her first child. .11 	third grandson. 

She said in her way, 

"It helped me tremendously 

knowing that a little part of my Dad was there that da.x." 

And again tears came to my eyes audacionsl ■ . 

I had one other photograph. 

Which only slims ed Jim's form from behind: 

http://www.sorcom.comi —searatiJim.html 	 3/ 1 3/99 
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Ail that can be recognized of him, almost his autograph 

N\ as his "Thumbs Up!" sign. 

To all ,N ou out there seeking heroes. 

Look no further than Jim Thomas. 

Who like any of us "others" 

Was a man we Isis,' to be "as good as." 

d look at his attitude's signature. 

Observe the positive in life. 

One other ofJim's traits should become your feature, 

that caring is more important than strife. 

.1 to ll o 	IZ at li ff 

http://vvww.sorcom.comi—searat/Jim.html 
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Letters 
To Dad 

Findings From Our Recent Trip 
To Washington, DC 

On June 15th, 1998, my family made a trip to Washington, DC for the 
purpose of meeting with Casualty control, the DoD, JTF-FA, DPMO 
and other organization regarding my fathers case. 
What we have learned, I want to share with you. Please write your 
Congressmen, Senators, Governors and anyone else you think may be 
able to help us!!! Time is running out on my dad's case. The following 
are quotes from different letters that we have received. However they 
are written VER BATUM and at your request, I will be more than 
happy to forward them to you for your own personal review. 
This first letter, comes from the JTF-FA (Joint Task Force- Full 
Accounting). 
Special note: Some time in July, the JTF-FA will be meeting to 
decide on some cases for possible re-evaluation. My dad's case 
supposed to be brought up during this meeting. Please write the 
JTF-FA and let them know that you care and that they should at 
the very least investigate the possible grave site mentioned below. 

The address for the JTF-FA is: 
CDR JTF-FA 
BOX 64044 

CAMP HMSM1TH, HAWAII 96861-4044 
Narrative 

"On 25 November, 1971, Staff Sergeant fames R. Thomas was a 
crew member aboard a HH-53 Helicopter (serial number 68- 

10366) returning to base after completing its rescue mission. The 
aircraft encountered heavy rain showers and crashed in the son 

Nha Be in the vicinity of grid coordinates XS953730, 
approximately 9 kilometers south-southeast of Nha Be, Ho Chi 
Minh City Municipality. Two crew members survived the crash 
and were rescued. Rescue operations resulted in the recovery of 
the bodies of three other crew members. Staff Sergeant Thomas 
was not located. A vietnamese fisherman who participated in the 

rescue operations reported observing three Americans in the 
river, two of whom were rescued. The third american was 

reported to be wearing a Tee-shirt and was not accounted for. 
One of the survivors reported Staff Sergeant Thomas was 

wearing a Tee-shirt at the time of the crash". 

This second correspondence, comes from the DoD (Department of 

http://members.aol.com/KNTBI/findings.html 	 6/16/99 
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Defense) dated July 3, 1997. I am writing this specifically for the intent 
Awards 	of a narrative that was given to our government by a vietnamese 
I Have 	 fisherman. Please note the above ORIGINAL grid coordinates and tht 
received 	 one listed in this narrative. 

Favorite 
Links 

Narrative 
Webrings "A source, (183-032, April 1983), reported that in May 1975 a 
Kim's 	 body of an alleged US serviceman floated by his fishing position 
Vietnam 	in the vicinity of XS950805. The source claimed he buried the 
Poetry 

	

	 body on the bank because it was bad luck for .fishing if he had 
not done so. the source stated that he didn't think the body came 

Family from the helicopter wreck because it had .floated downstream pas 
Photo's 

the wreckage. while the location near Nha Be is consistent with 
A 	 this case, the details of it floating downstream and the time framt 
tribute 	 do not match the details of this case". 
to Dad  
by 
John 
Ratliff 
(retired 

PJ) 

A 	 Even though the years on this case do not match, if you disregard that, 
tribute 	 the coordinates are very close to where the helicopter my dad was in to Dad  
by one 	 sank after an attempt to tow it UPSTREAM to a naval base out of Nha 
who 	 Be. Even the gentleman I spoke to who was a representative of the 
cares 	 JTF-FA could not explain to my family why they deemed this non 

relevant to my father's case. 
Kim's 
Tribute 	 This last letter comes from Mr. James Wold, Deputy Assistant 
to 	 Secretary of Defense (POW/MIA Affairs) 
Three 
Fallen 	"Unfortunately, our analysis has identified some cases where all 
Officers 	 available evidence indicates there is no reasonable expectation 

that identifiable remains will ever be recovered. This is true in 
Kim's 	the case of Technical Sergeant James R. Thomas, United States 
missing 
Children 	Air Force, REFNO 1780". 
Page 	 "Given the circumstances of the loss and the fact that his 

remains were not recovered at the time, we have concluded that 
Return 	your husband's remains are not recoverable". 
to SDIT 	Not recoverable, that's what Mr. Wold thinks. Funny that they only 
National 	 tried to recover his body ONE time after the original loss before 

R 	
coming to this wonderful conclusion. How can we find the Titanic but 

to
eturn 

loose my dad's chopper after the original attempt to raise the 
SDIT- 	

wreckage? I'm sure if my father were Mr. Wold's son, more effort 
Florida 	 would have taken place. More than one search conducted, not so quid 
Index 	 to flush him down the proverbial governmental toilet!!!! 
Page 	 Please write anyone you can think of. Let them know that my dad 

http://members.aol.com/KNTBUfmdings.html 	 6/16/99 
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deserves better than to be casually written off due to the governments 
laziness in not wanting to spend more money on possible sightings and 
grave sites!!! Look at the letters above. On a map the body that the 
fisherman buried is indeed RELEVANT to my father's case. Please 
help me to make sure that our government investigates this report and 
this grave site!!! For jilt is not my father, it is someone else's' son, 
brother, husband, father. 

Thank You!!!! 

11■11r1.111111 

The 
Rainbow' 
Ribbon 

http://members.aol.com/KNTB  1 /fi nd ings.htm I 	 6/16199 
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.2% 
T/Sgt. James Richard Thomas was born on July 
05, 1943 in Marianna, Florida to Buford James and 
Daisy Erline Thomas. As a young child, he was sent 
to live in the Florida Baptist Children's Home in 
Lakeland, Florida. He remained there until the age 
of 16 (the age when they "kick" the children out into 
the world). During his teen years, he was a reckless 
and even danger seeking child. One way he looked 
for thrills was by swinging from a rope in front of 
cars traveling on the road just barely missing them. 
his time in the Children's Home was something else 
entirely. Expected to wake long before dawn to walk 
a field to the place where the cows' were held for 
milking, the children were expected to get their daily 
chores done before the school bus picked them up. 

In August 1961, at the age of 18 and fresh out of High 
School he joined the United States Air Force. 

After basic training, he started his military career as a Reciprocating Engine Mechanic based 
at Hickam AFB, Hawaii for the 76th ARSq. 
While stationed at Hickam, he made friends with several men in his squadron who were with 
an elite group known as PARARESCUE.  He admired their look, their commitment to saving 
others and upon re-enlistment in 1965, he was accepted into Pararescue Training. Over the 
next 17 months, he would learn the following: The Pararescue/Combat Control Indoctrination 
Course (10 weeks). I'S .kriny Airborne Parachutist School (3 weeks). US Army Combat Divers 
School (4 weeks), LS \a I. uderwater Egress Training (I day), IS Air Force Basic Survival 
School (2 Vi weeks). t:S Army klilitary Free fall Parachutist School (5 weeks), Special 
Operations Combat Medic Course (22 weeks), Pararescue Recovery Specialist Course (20 
weeks). 
The day he graduated from PJ school was one of the happiest days of his life. He was so proud 
to wear the Maroon Beret which signifies the Pararescuemen, he walked around base with a big 
smile on his face. 
He soon excelled in this field, and by 1968, he was an instructor at Eglin Air Force Base in Ft. 
Walton Beach, Florida. 
He was also a prime team member on the \ A' -  Apollo Launch Site Recovery Force for Apollo 
Missions 	9, ID, 11, 12, 13 and 14. 

In March 1971, he left his wife and two daughters for duty in Vietnam. He was assigned to the 
37th ARRS out of Da Nang. 

—Click the Bracelet to read what happened to MY DAD- 

http://members.aol.com/Berly100/OurDad.html 	 10/4/98 
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On November 25, 1971 (Thanksgiving Day), while on a TDY assignment, he was on a rescue 
mission with five other crew members which successfully retrieved 13 soldiers whose helicopter 
had been shot down. The chopper, a IIH-53C (Jolly Green 70), took ground fire during the 
rescue. The crew stopped at a forward base camp to make sure the chopper was safe to fly. The 
soldiers got offal that time. My dad and the crew of the Jolly Green 70 were offered Turkey 
sandwiches before their flight to their home base at Bien Hoa. They ate their sandwiches, 
inspected their chopper and headed home. 

They encountered a heaiy rain storm on the flight back, when the chopper took more fire and the 
pilot was hit. It began a slow, controlled descent and impacted in the Nha Be River. Once it hit the 
water it did a severe end over .flip, and the chopper sank immediately. Three men, Capt John W. 
George, Maj. Robert B. Swenck, and Al C Thomas D. Prose were killed immediately. There were 
two survivors, the flight engineer and a third Pararescueman. My father was never recovered 
There was a fisherman who said that he saw three white skinned survivors; two were holding on to 
the tail of the plane and the other man was by the floating cockpit He mentioned that one of the 
men was wearing a T-shirt. According to statements and records, my dad was the only one that 
day in a T-shirt when the chopper went down. The fisherman helped the third Pararescueman into 
his boat, then they went for the other men by the tail section. They were unable to locate anyone. 
As it turned out, the flight engineer had swam to shore and hid himself for about an hour until he 
heard the sweet sounds of a Huey Helicopter. You see, there were hostiles in the area and one side 
of the bank was friendly but the other was not. The search continued over the next five days to no 
avail, my dad has never been found They tried to raise the wreckage once, but the cable broke and 
the chopper sank into an even deeper, rougher part of the river. They have never made a second 
attempt to my families knowledge. 

Pararescue has a code. It reads as follows: 

Ii is my duty as a Pararescueman to save a life and aid the 
injured. I will petform my assigned duties quickly and efficiently, 
placing these duties before personal desires and comforts, these 
things I do, "That Others May Live." 

My father lived by this code and on that day he and the others on Jolly Green 70 gave all... "That 
Others May Live." 

Fin Page 

Imp://members.aol.com/Berly100/Synopsis.html 	 10/4/98 



15 N V. 7T- 
MAT ROBERT SWENCK 
CVT JOHN GEORGE. " 

L( HANK THERIOT 
TAMES R.TNOMAS 

r  THOMAS PROSS 
PICARD STEED 

JOLLY 
\‘■ - 

70 

/1/E-VER 
FORCOTTEN 
AF Museum Photo 

15Nov71.jpg 



COVMENTIAL i 	A A. 

DATE: 29 November 1971 

MISSION NUMbn4: A-3-038 November 71 

	

.73.,TECT TOOTI",".=_L 	AS3IFIATCN 

AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION: King 21 	 T 	 11652 

.:41,170,MA7 I ' -1 	 TWO 

DISTRESsED AIRCRAFTS: C1i-47 - Playtex 866 	(FAR ITT 

L(XATION: 130-100° Radial 10-15 Miles Hue Tacan 

SAV.tS: NONE 

At 0430, 29 Nov. 71, we were briefed by Jack that we would be diverted 
from the normal King 21 orbit to cover the search for an Army CH 47 - Call 
Sign - Playtex 866 that had been missing on a flight from Danang to Hue Phu 
Bal. The last reported contact was at 0530Z 29 November on the 1300 radial 
of Hue NDB. King 21 arrived in the area of the search at 9730 local and made 
contact with PAN - a ship off the coast acting as on-scene commander. 
At that time there were no aircraft in the area due to bad weather conditions. 
Contact was made with Hue approach control who confirmed the last call of 
Playtex 866. He reported on the 130 0  radial of Hue NUB at 05301, said he 
was declaring an emergency and going Tactical IF. There was no indication of 
the nature of the emergency. Contact was then made with Danang VP% control 
to attempt to determine the exact route of flight. They indicated that they 
did not have radio or voice contact with Playtex 666 at any time. The weather 
in the area at the time of Last contact was reported to be 500 to 1000 over-
east - visibility 3-4 miles and ooth cielings and visibility lower in rain 
showers. Queen had a report tilat some fishermen observed a low flying 
helicopter pass over head about that time and he was heading out to sea. 
This area was on about the 1000  radial of Hue NDb and on the coast. About 
0830 local, several Army helicopters ;6) arrived in the area led by Smokey 
26 - a UH1H. k search area was set up and co-ordinated with Smokey 26 and 
each aircraft covered an area 10 kilometer* square. Several sieltiage were 
made of old wrecks in the area of ZD 169058 and ZD 1 51054  Out were confirmed 
as previous crashes. During the morning hours, attention was focused in the 
area of the coast and low lands where the Playtex was Last reported. The 
high areas were obscured by low clouds. At 1130 local Xing 21 was diverted 
from the mission to cover the omit due to another SAR in progress. Upon 
returning around 1300 local we were informed by Sailfish 18 (101st Airborne 
Cmd Post) that the Army had called off the search for the day AA the weather 
was too bad. During the afternoon, three aircraft were used to continue the 
search and the area was expanded to include the sea. Several it 	were 
found floating off shore but could not be readily identified as being on 
board the aircraft. They consisted of 6 - 7 boxes of *Booster Bomb Nose* 
M-148. Let 2020, and numerous cans about 10-15* long and 5-8k in diameter. 
These were suspected to be contents of the Oakes as several had broken. 
These were located on the 090 radial for 18 miles from Hue Tacan. A piece 
of plywood about 6 1 x6' was discovered about 2 miles further out and several 
pieces of white styrofeam and a piece of cloth about the 26 mile area on the 
087 radial. The ship- P ECAN was vectored to the areas of deeris but nothing 
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TSGT Kenneth G. Spiegel 
TSGT Johnny b. Mullins 
TSGT Agar L. Trout Jr. 
Capt Thomas T. Ishii Jr. 
SSGT Rosco Williams 
Col Lewis Smith 

Ii 

CONFIDENTIAL 
could be identified. Jolly Green recovered one box of Booster Bomb Nose 
H-148 for later identification. King 21 departed the area at 1615 local 
due to lack of fuel. The weather in the search area remained 500 to 1000 ft 
overcast with 3-4 miles visibility - lower in rain showers, and moderate 
to severe turtulance was encountered in mountainous areas. 

King 21 Crewmembers 

AC/AMC Lt Co). dgar C. Benson Jr. 
CP 	lLt James F. May 

Gapt Joel F. Hancock 
Maj James J. Kelly 

HO 	MSGT Thomas R. Kimbrell 
RO 	TSGT Lester L. Ruark 
FE 	MSGT Sidney A. Presley 

Other Resources Used 

Smokey 26 
	

6 U1-i1H's (Army) 
	

Ships  
Helix 15 
Jolly Green 72/21 (AM) 65/67 (PM) 

	
PrL'AN 

Flatboat 33 (2 Gunships) 

.--. 	

Ad- e. od,.....04, A 
.Azi C. BENSON, Lt Col., USAF 
Aircraft/Airborne Mission Commander 
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(6) ;SURVAVAL 	 ARMY.t4S1.ANDARU 
( 7) -.4„.AST,..KNOwN 	 1.07-b3E 

ts., ACTIONS TAKEN: 
(1) LONTROLLING . AGLNLyA:OL-A. 3ARROP. NOTIFIED AT 280850Z 

NOVEMtiLR.171,-tlY DANANG TOwER THAT -TA : PLAYTEX .6d8 HAD NOT 
• 

PAGE THREE RUMUJNAU540 -C 0 NFIDENTIAL 
AKRPEAMIkialtVIY.ClAtt.A.:V517.-114$,_ 

(2) FOLLOWING -SAH+ORCES ALERTEW, 
,9,,,ARRS:.,AT,29/0(1014 . NOV-71. 

37-AHRSAA1.2910001‘ NOV 
- 1C11015T-ABN1iIV . ATc29/0002Z -NOV 71 
(U) 20 TASS A7,29/0003.4 NOV 71 

(3) FOLLOWING SAk FORCES WERE . LAUNCHLD OR DIVERTED: 
(A) 59 ARRS Al 29/0047Z 1 HC-160. 
(d)37-AHRS.AT 29/U1Obt 4 HH-54 
(C) 101 AB N UIV AT 29/01052 2 0-2 

F. FUTURE -PLANS: 
61) PLAN .10SEARCHCOASTAL AREAS AND LANU AREAS AT FIRST ,  
FT DEPENDING ON-WLAIHER. 
1 2) SAR F-ORCES FUR 30,NOV 1971. 

(A) 39ARKSu - 1 - HC-130P 
(t.) 20 TASS 	3 	oV •-10 
(C) 101AliN DIN - UNKNOWN- UH-1H/LOCH•b 
(D) 1 LAV 1i11 - UNKNOWN - UH-1H/LOCHIS 
(L) US -NAVY - UNKNOWN - UNKNOWN 
(F) VN NAVY_7 UNKNOwN - UNKNOwN 

PAGE FOUR KUMUJNA034bCONFIDLNTIAL 

	

A KNS wr,7- 	HH-b3 =- 
G. SUMMARY OF SAH ACTiONS: 
1. ON 28-NOV 	THERE WAS ,A COMMUNICATION CHECK ON OVER- 

	

DUE CH•••,4.7;$ 1-4-.44 Ttk 	FIRST - ,L/GHT., 	‘.NOV„ 71 _XING 21 
ARRIVELLIN AREA TO BE Al-it.. LU1ST ABIJ DI V HROVIOLD HELl- 
COe,TER -COVERAGE rOiv rTHE,IRUEittAvAika ;LAU 42) HH-53 1 S FROM 37 ARRSti 

	

elhiMaTirl Pk:SLAW:It T461.  	 viwep1Ea -COAST. -  WEATHER IN - -- 
MOSAD,;OF,JHE , ARUA Ab OUFAET?,IOVk;HCAST wI1H 1000FT 
wATEt.i.,ARA.S.M.AuabOoLIACI)VERAGE- AND,: SEVERAL; ITEMS HAVE BEEN - 

- IMMEDIATE , 
3.43 LAY 19( .1 
Id.22.b3Z 

FR : AESC 

****************************** 

i , r 	 lifL 

riV. fli.-.1i7:24N 	A L 	* 
•'. 

************-****************** 
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- IMMLUIATt 	 ******************* ,4***( s 
34 3 DAY 19/1 
'0.58.44Z 	OWELar  AL 	* 

:. 	I A L., 	* 
ASt, 0 00.5652 	* 	 A,  .._ 
FHONI; AESC  

. . 

IndiVidUAL  
Caltaatea I  

scat Mine 
 and Date 2  

OTICZYUw RIJMUJ4A03b1 3341015-CCCC-:RyC1. 
ZNY CCLCC 	 • 
0 301010Z NOV 71 
FM O-A/ARP SuN WA AB RvN 
ru RUEFHUA/CSAF/AFXOTzb 
RUHHA6A/PALAF/HILKHAM AFd HI/uott 

F4414444411".7446MMIr45S474 	 1  2.77  N 0 RUCLAAA/ 
.59rImasiMpc/MAOCtv 
RUMMRSA/7AF TAN SON NHUT AFLU RvN/CC/00/000/IN noocT/,9p---, 
RUHHALIA/41Aktici LONTROL CENTER O0C HICKHAM AFB HI 
RUHHBOA/CINPAC/CL 	 Cp, 
RUMOMJA/1015T 	UIV CAMP EAULt RyN 
RHMSMVA/MALV SAIbON RVN 

/a d  

RUEKAAA/AFt0C FT RITCHlt MU 
RumFRbArCT)- /7 

	. 

RUHGOSA/CTt, /7.0 
RUMFTGT/CTU /0.8.9 
RUMO4AA/39 AHRS LOM RAHN BAY AB RN 
RUMMRSA/COmNAV 4b SAIGON 
RUMMRSA/3AHRL7P TAN SON NHUT AFLL VN/JRCC 

APJJMUJUA/37ARRS UANANU AU RVN 
Classif Jed by 	.3. 

SUBJECT TO GENENL1, 	3I)7 

PAGE TWO RUMUJNA 0361 C 0 N.F IUEN 	I A 1.6AUT°:42I CitiLerit EX6"GY D°111;.111AE  f)Rpr:i;13.:r  
RUMOSHA/OL-11/3ARRGP UUORN RTAFEI THAILAND 	YEAR nrigv,4M 	,

}112 

RUOTFJA/USAFmPC/RANWILPH AF8 TEX/uPmCS  
RUMORKA/56SOw U00 NAKHON PHANOM RTAFti .THAILAND 
BT 

— 
CONFIDENTIALAJOPMEP JAFFY/DL-A, -UHRGP/RESCut A-3-03b/1000C 30 NOV 71, 
1:RE5CULA'ROGRESS•44k.FORt. N;1; 	 • 

MISSION NUMISERVA"..4-0-3trtOWCZ,Z724-1,N414anro' 
3. ,iSLTIVATION4CHA10414cOp3ER,TOL.L.465,06wANti PRtSDKu DowN. bETWEEN 

. .PtikkitA•LPFFSSIkiLt:Arkiltikz .404Th CHINA 6e:A 
C...PERSONNLLINFOPIa4 40PinW 
t21 SAR ObJECTIliti'FLATTLi ti66# kiAsMQVBELN LOCATED AT THIS .rift. 

• 11. FOING ACTIVITY:FOR 29 NOV 71 ENu14o LAST L1(2HT. 
(1) 101AON ON am 3 SORTIES FOR 12.1 .  HOURS. 
121 -37ARNSO -44 —SORTIES.ifOR I444!:HOURS. 

- (3) 39ARH5U ... 1 SORTIE, FOR 9,7 HUURS. 

4... 4MMEDIAM 	 ****************************** 
344 RAY 1971 	* 	 * 
10.58.44Z 	 * C  F.,,,,Q0•114:06 tak ii.  i  I A L. 	* 

003802 I. i 11.41 
 

IL)14; AESC 	 ***** 	 t 	** 
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* C 
41 E N T 

*************************** 

IMME U IATt 
	 * ******** ****************** 

A- 3tO3B 
7/ 

.10.56.442 	 [R101 /ri\III L  
344 DAY 19/1 

mS6 # 003o02 	 * 
'Rom; ALSC  

F.FUTURE Ps_ANS: tlINPLAN To CONTINut THE -StARCH - OrTHt LAND ROuTE . 
AiLlwELN UANANG TO HUt wIIM ARMy HELICOPTERS AND A OvEk wATtR stARCH 
UTILUINb Hho3 HtLICOPTtRS AND NAVY SHIPS AS SOON AS wEATHER PLRMITS. . 	. 
(z) EAR FoRCES FUR 1 utC 71. 	- • 

:PAGE THREE RUmUJNA0301C0NFIUENT/AL ..  
A)...394IRRS61.1- 1 	HC130P 

TOS).37 ARRSw - 2 HP1b3 
101:AbN 	 UH1H/LOCH 

V4p4 1ST'CAV UIV:- 2-'4 -0-111-1/LOCH' 
44 1,4UMMARy OF SAK ACTIONS: (1). ,AjAt4RSTyLI.GHT,pRIDkTO LAUNCH- . 
1.4t14, - :*EATHL4.01Ects WAS MADE AT.UANANEHUEYPHUmiiitelAND THE RESCUE 
Aki4got iTHEZt.ILINGS.AND.VISIbILLTILS AT .LAUNCHAOSE$ WERE .1340w 

THE WEATHER IN THE SEARCH AREAS - NEVER IMPROVED ENOUtiM 
LQMOt THE DAY TO PERMIT ANY TYPE OF 'FLYING. THE WINDS OVER 

§ERCFp 1 A10EA OvtR THE SOUTH CHINA SEA LRLATEU HIGH SEAS, WhITE 
01 NG M157S0 AS To AEpOCE VISIIIILITY TO ALMOST ZERO 

(At AR SuRFACSEARCH,-StA SURFACE- CoNDITIONS_WEREeREPuRTED 
AA 	N.401 VO44;SHIPs ON ScENE;THE LOxiiECT -,CAIA-SIOH'0 THE 
ep..4  WiLO AIX RAP-T IS PLAYTEX alb.' 

137 
anbl 

- iMMEUIATL 
344 QAT 1971 
AW48.44Z‘ 
MSG # .0036D2. 
FROM; AESC 
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****************4************* 

MINI! 

- ImmEDIATE 
335 gAY 1971 
11.04.05Z 
MSG U  01/443 
FROM: AESC 

.........,.............( 
n 	 * 

* 

41a1/Uw RumUJNA0017  3351020-CcCC--RUCIMAA. 
Zpa-41444X..-__ 
0 010945Z .)EC 71 
Fm oL-A 3 ARRGP SON IRA AB RVN 
TO RUEFHOA/CSAF/AFxOTZB 
RuHHABA/PACAF HICKHAm AFB HI/DOH 
RUCIMAA/N5_AaaaaQttlTf)_ZO;TrAt'..B_j_ 
ITI EAAA/HG1 USAF A 	 u AL 

RummRSA/7AF TAN SON NHUT AFL° RvN/CC/D0/000/IN/DOCT/OP 
RuHHABA/41ARRwG/CoNTROL CENTER DoC/HICKHAM AFB HI 
RUHHHQA/CINcPAC/CC 
RUMumJA/10IST ABN DIV DAMP EAGLE RVN 
RHMsmVA/MACv SAIGON RvN 
RUEKAAA/AFEOC FT RITCHIE MD 
RUMPRBA/CTF 77 
RUHGOSA/CTG 77.0 
RUmFSBB/Cwi 70,8.9 
RUMOJAA/39ARRS CAM RAHN HAY AB RyN 
RUMmRSA/3ARRGP TAN SON NHuT AFLD RVN/JRCC. 

-Llassitinaby RUM0OKA/ComNAv 48 sAIGON 

PAGE 2 RUMUJNA0017..C-4-N-F-4-0-E-
RUMOSRA/OL-B 3ARRGP UDORN RTAFB THAILAND 
RUWTFjA/USAFMPC RANDOLPH AFB TEX/DPMCs 
RUMOREA/54SOW/DOO/NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB THAILAND 
BT 

JIFFy/OL-A, 3ARRGP/RESCUE A-3-038/ 
locyn 1 DEC 71, 
1. RESCUE PROGRESS REPORT NBR: 2 
2. MISSION NUMBER: A-3-038 - 004; 29 NOV 71. 
3. SITUATION: A CH-4T HELICOPTER IS MISSING AND PRESUMED DOWN 
'BETWEEN DANANG'AND UEEPHU BA!. POSSIBLY IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA. 
C. PERSONNEL - INFO: 

41.1 33 PERSONS . ENVOLVED.; 
:(2) PLAYTEX 566 HAS-NOT BEEN LOCATED AT THIS TIME. 

D. PLYING ACTIVITY: FOR 01 DEC AND ENDING LAST LIGHT. 
.(1) 101 ABN DIV - 1 SoRTy FOR 1:2 HRS. 
.12) 37 ARRSo - 4 SORTIES FOR 

- IMMEDIATE 
335 BAY 1971 
11. 09. 
MSG U:011643 
FROM;AESC 

RUMWBA/37ARRS DANANG AB RVN 	 MC? TO GENERAL DECLAssurauros. 
SCUEDULE O'F E,X.Z4C;:"TIVE ORDICR 11652 
AUTOMAT' CALLY DC:NN-GRI,LED AT TWO 
YEAR INTERVALS 

2yED ON 	 Z)"/  

SUS 

individual 3(i) 
0 ,,ntacted 

/Jocaiv-we pet 	' 
and 	1 
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- IMMEDIATE 
3.55 DAY 1971 
11.04.05Z 
MSG w 011643 
FROM: AESC 

***********4****************** 

* C 	 .4) lett LAIi !Vd LI* 

****************************** c7272_ 
E. FUTURE PLANS: 

(1) PLAN TO CONTINUE THE SEARCH OF THE LAND ROUTE BETWEEN 
DANANGE TO HUE WITH ARMY HELICOPTERS AND AN OVER WATER SEARCH 
UTILIZING HH-53S HELICOPTERS AND NAVY SHIPS AS SOON AS THE 

PAGE 3 RUMUJNA0017C0NFI0EN1IAL 
WEATHER 
42) SAR FORCES FOR 2 DEC 1971 

(A) 39 ARRSO 1 -7; HC-130P 
413) .37 ARRS0 - 2 - HH-53 
(C) 101 MIN DIV - 4 TO -6 0H-1H/LOCHS 
(D) 1ST CAV DIV - 2 TO -4 - UH1H/LOCHS 

SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS: 
(I) AT FIRST LIGRT PRIOR TO LAUNCH TIME A WEATHER CHECK WAS 
MADE AT DANANG, HUE/PHU BAI AND THE SEARCH AREA. HUE WAS BELOW 
MINIMUMS AND DANANG WAS BARELY ABOVE. TWO JOLLY GREENS FLEW IN 
THE MORNING ON A FRAGGED MISSION NEAR THE SEARCH AREA. RETURNING 
FROM THAT MISSION THEY FLEW BY THE SEARCH AREA AND (WITH 200 TO 
300 FOOT CEILINGS) SPOTTED SOME 'GREEN' WRECKAGE ON A BEACH, 
THEY WERE AT BINGO FUEL. SO  TOOK PICTURES OF WREKAGE AND RETURNED 
TO DANANG. AGTER REFUELING THEY TOOK OFF AGAIN TO RE-INVESTIGATE 
THE WRECKAGE AND ONE HUEY FROM HUE/PHU BA! JOINED THEM. THE 
WRECKAGE WAS CONFIRMED BY THE HUEY AS NOT CH-47. LATER, FLYING 
UR THE BEACH THE HUEY LANDED IN SEVERAL PLACES AND DID PICKUP 
MORE opions. IT WAS JUDGED LATER NOT TO BE FROM A CH-47 ALSO, 
SgCAUSE OF LIMITED WEATHER THE JOLLY GREENS RETURNED THEN TO 

PAGE 4 RUMUJNA0017,..C_O-A1--C---4-0-4......14-4-1--41 
DANANG, NO AIR REFUELINGS WERE ACCOMPLISHO. 

GP-4 
BT 
W0017 

- IMMEDIATE 
335 DAY 1971 
11:04.05Z 
MSG w 011643 
FROM: AESC  

****************k************* 
ik * .- 	. 
* 	C 0 N :r1 )) E N: T'771A i 	* 
* 	N. 	r. ; 	' 	! 	1 	' 	, 1 f . f rl 	* 
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