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CHAPTER V 

MISSION NARRATIVES  

SAR activity for the quarter started on 8 Nov 71 when Captain 

Rodney S. Griffith and crew were scrambled at the Bien Hoa FOL. The 

objective for the mission was a downed VNAF H-34 helicopter located 

deep in Cambodia. Enroute to the crash site the crew was advised 

that the survivors were in contact with the enemy and being forced 

to leave the wreckage. At this time the on scene commander, a Mike 

7AC, began putting the TAC Air provided by both fast and slow movers. 

Upon arrival in the SAR area the Jollys rendezvoused with two Ubon 

base Sandys who began preparing the area for the pickup attempt. 

Ordnance was placed within close proximity to the survivors, and 

a smoke screen laid between the survivors and known enemy positions. 

At this time the Sandys briefed the Jollys on the pickup and an ingress 

was initiated. As the Jolly approached the pickup point the crew 

vision became obscurred by the smoke screen which drifted over the 

survivors location. At this time Sandy lead advised the Jolly to 

make an immediate egress from the area. As Capt Griffith began the 

puli.Put the co-pilot spoited the survivors yellow smoke and red 

marker pannel approximately 50 meters away. The helicopter was 

slowed and a landing made in a small clearing adjacent to the 

survivors's markers. As the survivors scrambled on board through 

the aft ramp the Sandy's and Cobra gunships continued to expend around 

the pickup area. Ground fire was reported throughout the pickup 

phase, but was not observed by Capt Griffith and crew as a result of 

the smoke screen. Once the eight survivors were safely on board a 
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high speed low altitude egress from the area was made and the air-

craft recovered uneventfully at Bien Hoe AB. 

Four days later Capt Griffith and crew were again scrambled 

from the Bien Hoe FOL. A VNAF UH-1F was reported down twenty miles 

northeast of Bien Hoa. A RASH FAG Briefed the Jollies on the 

situation while they proceeded to the area. An army hunter-killer 

team began preparing the area while the Jollies readied their air-

craft for the rescue attempt. The survivors were located in the 

trees at the edge of a large clearing. 	Immediately upon arrival 

they were advised that the area had been thoroughly prepared and 

were cleared in for the pickup. An autor:;atative decent and power 

recovery to a landing was made in the immediate vicinity of the 

survivors who rapidly boarded through the crew entrance door. During 

the recovery, ground fire was reported north of the LZ but was 

never confirmed by the crew. Egress was made from the area and 

seven survivors brought safely back to Eden Hoa. 

On 25 November 71 Jolly Green 70 and 73 were scrambled out of 

the Bien Hoa FOL for a Navy CH-46 shot down n:nety miles south with 

twenty-ore people on board. Major problems enccuntered enroute were 

naviagation being hampered by low ceilings and poor visibility. As 

a result both aircraft, forced to fly at 100-3k10 feet AGL, were 

expLLsed.to enemy _ground fire as they approached the down helicopter. 

Mrig advised the Jul lies to withdraw t a safe holding point to 

await area preparation. Major Robert B. Swench the Alpha Low AC 

on Jolly Green 70 was advised that Oustoff and Sea Wolf helicopters 

had extracted seven injured survivors and that his assistance would 

be required to pickup the remaining personnel. Jolly Green 70 
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE NZ]) OF 

THE DISTINGUISHED PLYING CROSS 
(SECOND OAK LEAF CLUSTER) 

TO 

■_7;' 

CHARLES B. =BAN 

Airmen First Class Charles B. Aldean distinguished himself by heroism while 
participating in aerial flight as a Pararescue Specialist on an RH-53 Rescue 
Helicopter near trachoh, Cambodia, an 8 November 1971. On that date, Air,z .
tldeents outstanding airmanship and extensive technical skill, displayed 
under the extremely hesardous conditions of making a pick up in a known 
hostile area, culminated in the rescue of eight Vietnamese crevmemters whose 
H-34 Helioopter had been shot down. With complete disregard for his own 
personal safety, end despite the threat of hostile ground fire Airmen ldean 
exposed himself in the open door of the helicopter to man his defensive gun 
position and provide suppressive fire throurhout the landing and recovery of 
all survivors. The outatanding heroism and eelfleas devotion to duty displayed by Liman Aldean reflect great credit upon himself end the lifted States Air Force. 
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SECR ET .4. 

Date: 8 Novemater-/ 071 

Mission ?hamper: 03-010-8 November 1971 

Aircraft Designation: Xing 24 

Distressed Aircraft: King Bee w/Ground. Team 

Location: 115 0HE on the 342 Radial GH 73 

Saw=s: 8 Comi.at 

ks) At 07252 j/ker diverted King 24. to proceed to the 155/170/93 advising 
t. at a King bee tad aeen snot down wi.th 7 SOB. jolly Green 65 and 70 were 
enroute from CH 73 and Sandys 5 and 6 were being scrambled from CR.93. Mila 
64 was on scene and the survivors were reported to ,..as under attacks, 	_ 

• 

We proceeded to tne cresh scen.1 and estapliabed contact with Ramrod 
and Pyramid. -We requested information on the situation and the .frequency 
of Mike 64 fromkRamrod. - Ramrod informed U3 that King Bee, a CH 34 was down 
and we could talk to Mike 64 on 280.9U. A discrete GGI frequency, 372.0U, 
was obtained from Pyramid. .Ramrod said that they could not came up that 
frequency. 

At 07352 initial contact was estaolished wi6n C.raany 01, and Mike 65 
who was Mike 644:: replacement.. At that time both Cranny and Mike 65 were 
enroute to. #10e scene. At 0738 we estanlished contact with Mike 64 arid;  - 
designated him 03G. Al]. SA R Forces on280.9 were told to Q.57 Xing 24. on 
164.2. -- 

During this time hamrod informed U3 that they were An and to effect fur-
*..er coordination with Sundog Alphaon . 12t.61/.'-At this time King 24rs'IMA _ . 	_ 
to OS was 0750Z. 

-'L.At 0740z Jolly Green 65 and 70 Were:contacted on -Hotel A and. told teT 
45Y King 24 127.7V with 364.4] as sakprimaiy. 

AW412 Mike 64 informod us th#Ohere were - 6 peoPle.,1C67thfii 
J che4p0 crewmeeners and 3,members ot.t7ne ground team).:MikeAtto 

'Maid that the survivors were moving to clear area for use as a 17,-.1d-ing': 
 *one and_that. they were being pursued bithe enemy'. King Bee had been !!-- 

:shot down While attempting to extract the ground team. 
- 

- 	

Weather OS was 4500 1  broken wiLil good visibility, altimeter 2990. • 
T-.-Jvrain was flay 100 1  elevation with :00' trees. The hostile situation 
consisted - of small arms fire. 

GROUP-4 	- SECRET srDowttgruled at 3 year inters.. i 
Decassified a f _cr:12 . _ _ 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line
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. 	_ • 	- _-m ,o, 	 1._ . 	_ 	 . 	..1.;.."7":170173. 	X65 
said tr. . 	 r=41.L4.Xod. 

At 	-ar:Uy an..: 5 were %Ir-arne 	 7awks were r:quested. 
At 	 zestec that ?Linz 	.e 

further orftinanc.: ;softrpreferatle, was request;.:d fr= Sundog Alpna. 
Ramrod 	an t.o talk to Mika FAGS andling on 264.2. We requested that 
he 	 :re. 	 with .-..amrod was 

%-. 	 . 	

▪  

TAC Air 
_ 	n_pna unn 

- 	 i_micaoec, 

• 

c7 52z 
Grann7 01 ,./..31 :..ut in not 747.7.h 

*de attempted to contact Pawnee Targe% r,ease of difficulv in obtain-
ing TA:-; 	hawever L:ley 	A oC i.e ra„.:::.d on 1..-et.1 frE.o.1. ,Inlles. Law 56 
reported :ha: the enemy das clo.:e to tl:e suv_vcr izv r..t tne survivors 
were still nnder fire. 

At 105; we requested tat J..icc:zsrdinatt •L -Lh 	chap :or TAG Air 
;hat waz needed urgently. At 08:;iL. 	a4re Ln2717-7::-O 	Hawki and hawk 
03 We:J Leing launched as 7AC Air, 'ye also 	: gaS cc fragz7en on the 
hickory anchor for 	support. 

At 3810Z M64 hTb and H65 as 	 st asked for a kacked up 
position of the LZ but 164 said b. wcxLi nave ,o :-_ve it in tht clear. We 
then asked for TACAN 	 on-i• He reported it as 342./ 115/102 ',later 
he reviried it to 342/115/73, at this Ume Granny F1'.. was winchester and hTbld. 
MO informed 1,13 that r.a -,der 2t) 	huey Cobras: wAs 5 Mln. OUte 

0812:: Gunfighter 01 checked in with 16 Snae ana Nape, ho5 started to 
work - than as soon as they were available. -  -- 
	 _ 

. At 08132.we - were informed that Kink- 27 was of CA 71 at_0811Z, hT1 0900ZA 
At 08152 we were informed . by Joker that .Mickory 14,6 could 	Gunfighter 01.,44,7. _ 	_ 
anytime. 

At 0820Z Gunfighter Ot itiLS 'bent to the tank and haider 26 was put to ipoik 
at 0830Z Hawk 01 was OS and was immediately put to work and thw Raiders held.: 

'close by. -  Hawk 07 had M2' a, Nape and Nails. 

At 48252 JG 65 and 70 were established in holding 5 NM East of LZ. .ITA 
for Sandy 5, 6 was 0900Z. 

- Three more flights of TAG Air were requested from Sundog Alpha. We were - 
informed that we would have Clammy fit, Hawk 03 and Redbird 09. 

GROUP-4 - =- 
SECRET 01 Downgraded at 3 year interv. 

Dec,assifir4 af'er 12 'Ye lag 
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C311 
: .a 1 	 . 	 a fast lover 

At :›3'5',7 	 in 'with M82 anc LU 27, At oe37 naw:c 03 
• cnt::: 	 sTin'zz, n, 	 sady 5 and j Ihecked 
in on :',27.7 with a 1230Z bingo. Hbingo f ,-.;r -JO 65 and 70 was 1100Z. A replace-

-meat FV.3 had been requested previously and -we were infor=cd by Suntog Alpha - 
that Sundog 	would be tZ at min. Law, 5& informed us that there were 8 

ir.:1 that 	were-sil i 	oa ronu.tiocwa..ting at the Li with a 

	

01 itTb , n tr.e. 	 Javan A f-ignt ox _ - c-11.3‘ oegan 
■ 	J 

_ 	. 
At - 300Z. SanC43 ie. 0 . 4dgari tea wo,-.-=‘. 	X65. ilag 27 arrived OS. At 

090M, BUJ 52 was again. requested-  with tno approaching darkness in case we 
had to ted down the survivors. 

After coordination with Sandy 5 evaluating wind and tine remaining we 
cancelled our recst . for fast mover smoke. Sazdy 5 & 6 began trolling for 
ground fire. J 65 and 70 checked in on ib4.2 at this tine and phase A was 
completed. 

Phase b began at 0918Z. Sandy 5 saw ground fire west of Li ano expended 
on it. Raider 26 (now a flight of 4 Couras) workea with Sandy 5 k 6 in phase 
B. 

At 092C.. Clammy 1 & 2 were sent to the tank and at 09212 Lowboy fit checked 
in with 12 HX82 , 8 lx-t and 12 MK82's nod extended. LUbbOY fit had very little.'
fuel so he was also sent to the tank. Hawk 03 and Aed bird 09 were in halip.1 -i 
Red Bird 09 had wall to wall high drag bambi.. 

- 	 -------------- 
At 0925Z smoke had b. deployed by Sandys 5 &band-  the surviircris 

:fed negative fire in their immediate vicinity. 	 ics. 
:smoke at 09Z. - 15ome ons caned: that they mere taking
tla the NE andrSandy" wait in .'hot.—  At 09354 Raiders wrejii  
okkg0g6_,VIOsomkhravo was complete. 

jie was mI1 34 at.. 094,2Z . Rai& 6571ras asked to -iscort_ 
1WT3iwgri3 

 
its iiiider*sguiciaace• artinir'27. Redbird 06 . ._ . 

 OT.Z. 56 to destroy the CH30find all, participants were laformed,thei;71WrrV-
lams terminated and. that they were released. Sandy 5 & 6 itThid ta409 

- 

problems : were encoi'ntered in this misiion basiaall,t'dma`1!4 -IierW 
of knowledge of what to expect in a Cambodian operation. i,The,4011ns 	'3Ampir.h.7 
ed out of CH 73 .without the SA dedicated Hawks, when they wer. 	 ')* 
were not availablwand only became available later as TAO Air:. 'It the Ai 
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. .. 	 e 
na7e 4ccured. 

C0414 

Zcs:layS 	c 	 _ 	. 	_ 

ie also lee 	 e.inuog Alpna 
were not Fa.= liar witn Kings role 	now they .neald assist us, I felt that 

.CBU 19/30 shonele. aave ceeh Lized and 	5: ....Le s -..au_e. have Leen availa- 
ble ia C46.10 we na.i ao.Qed dcrwatae 	 ea 	 to use _  
this ordinance,in Cambodia someone enould nave told us befare hand. At least 
some type of emoke flight should De made avaelaL.le :or all a:Lesions. We used 
to expect U. 42 on Cobra F4le from Phu Cat. Phu Cat is closing now and Joker , 
said that trey were trying to 	 52. Ie:crmatioa ca the location aLU 
32 should be 	 1 -:encies. La request- 
ing authenti-4tion fromJcr the.% wa: an exci -e time elate.. .me:eest 
mat Joker rueie operats 1 -saveil eacouing iiezoding devicee immediately 
available an ire familiar with their use. 

	

I feel chrt the Mi.SSiQ 	overal.:. very .n...,:zessfuliy handled. Voithout 
the assistance of AilaS the recovery of 8 persons. e.. could not have oeen complete-
ed that day. If the S v.arvivar did have '.a. spend the night I feel that it 
is very questionable wether or not they Would have been alive ths next day 
due to the intense enemy activity in the area. 

King 24 Crewmempers  

AC/ANC Capt actert J. Hager 
CP 1 Lt James V. Jordaa 
N Major Thomas 	Doherty 
RO SSgt John 4. Freeman 
FE Sagt George T. Whitlow 
FE SSgt Louie B. Payne 
LM SSgt Jain,. Rivera  

King 27 Crewmembers  

AC/AMC Capt Don H. Owen • 
CP 1 Lt Thomas J. Parks III 
N Capt Joan C. Thomas . 
RO SSgt James Chrisan 
FE iSgt dward L. Pike 
F. SSgt bobby C. Stubbs 
LM TSgt Claude A. ?errand 

Other esources used 

Mike 64/65 
Law 56 
1a1der.„26 
Graany 01 

, 	- 

Giuristter ill 
11•11 Birtr 041 

-MA”,#,971.9.44i60 

bAticeafttComaiiiIiir  Aixtdras Nisaion Cainander 
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Seven saved in one 
• 	• 
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SEVENTH AIR FORCE NEWS 
	

November 26, 1971 

U.S. Air Force Photo By Capt Ron Peck 

Safely snatched from the jaws ..., Vietnamese airmen chat with their rescuers at Bien Hoa. 

Dint effort pays off 	PNov) ,  503-m 

BIEN HoA - Rescue crews from 
the 37th Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Squadron on alert here 
recently rescued seven crewmen and 
passengers of a downed Republic of 
Vietnam Air Force (VNAF) helicopter 
from possible capture or death by 
nearby enemy forces. 

The VNAF helicopter was hit at 
8:57 a.m., the seven airmen aboard it 
were on their way to safety via an 
HH-53 Super .Jolly Green Giant 
helicopter. During those 31-minutes 
however, a lot happened. 

As soon as the VNAF chopper went 
down, an emergency call went to 3d 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Group headquarters Joint Rescue 
Coardination Center (JRCC) at Tan 
Son Nhut. Maj. Jimmy Lewis, the 
duty controller, immediately located 
the site and his map while MSgt. 
Darryl D. Tincher plotted the position 
on the center's search and rescue map. 

Major Lewis  then  punched the 
hot-line  button  for Bien Hoa, ordering 
the two HI-1-53s on alert there to 
launch. The next order of the day was  

' to get air cover over the downed 
crewmen. To do this, .Major Lewis 
contacted the U.S. Army liaison 
officer with the JRCC, Lt. Col. Gus 
greyhosky, and asked that Army 

gunships be diverted to the rescue site. 
Near Major Lewis, intelligence 

officers plotted the area again and 
evaluated it as "hot"... known enemy 
troop concentrations, within range of 
possible enemy mortars, good chance 

-of ground fire. 
Minutes after the crash, an Air 

Force OV-10 Bronco forward air 
control aircraft was on the scene, and 
notified the JRCC that there was 
enemy small-arms fire in the area, 
some as close as 50 yards north of the 
downed men. 

JRCC had by then diverted a 
specially modified HC-130 Hercules 
aircraft to act as airborne command 
and control center for the rescue. 

More minutes passed until finally 
voice contact was made with the 
Vietnamese crewmen. There was no 
injuries but they could hear enemy fire 
very close to them. They had not as 
yet made contact. 

While the Jolly Greens were 
churning their way to the area, U.S. 
Army Cobra gunships had reached the 
scene and began working with their 
cohort, a tiny OH-6 low observation 
helicopter to surpress the enemy's fire 
and kee them away from the downed 



lomt effort pays off 	9 

Seven saved in one mission 
/00t) ) I 5 6-rt 

BIEN HOA - Rescue crews from 
the 37th Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Squadron on alert here 
recently rescued seven crewmen and 
passengers of a downed Republic of 
Vietnam Air Force (VNAF) helicopter 
from possible capture or death by 
nearby enemy forces. 

The VNAF helicopter was hit at 
8:57 a.m., the seven airmen aboard it 
were on their way to safety via an 
HH-53 Super sJolly Green Giant 
helicopter. During those 31-minutes 
however, a lot happened. 

As soon as the VNAF chopper went 
down, an emergency call went to 3d 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Group headquarters Joint Rescue 
Coardination Center (JRCC) at Tan 
Son Nhut. Maj. Jimmy Lewis, the 
duty controller, immediately located 
the site and his map while MSgt. 
Darryl D. Tincher plotted the position 
on the center's search and rescue map. 

Major Lewis then punched the 
hot-line button for Bien Hoa, ordering 
the two HH-53s on alert there to 
launch. The next order of the day was  

to get air cover over the downed 
crewmen. To do this, Major Lewis 
contacted the U.S. Army liaison 
officer with the JRCC, Lt. Col. Gus 
Greyhosky, and asked that Army 

gunships be diverted to the rescue site. 
Near Major Lewis, intelligence 

officers plotted the area again and 
evaluated it as "hot"... known enemy 
troop concentrations, within range of 
possible enemy mortars, good chance 
of ground fire. 

Minutes after the crash, an Air 
Force OV-10 Bronco forward air 
control aircraft was on the scene, and 
notified the JRCC that there was 
enemy small-arms fire in the area, 
some as close as 50 yards north of the 
downed men. 

JRCC had by then diverted a 
specially modified HC-130 Hercules 
aircraft to act as airborne command 
and control center for the rescue. 

More minutes passed until finally 
voice contact was made with the 
Vietnamese crewmen. There was no 
injuries but they could hear enemy fire 
very close to them. They had not as 
yet made contact. 

While the Jolly Greens were 
churning their way to the area, U.S. 
Army Cobra gunships had reached the 
scene and began working with their 
cohort, a tiny 01-1-6 low observation 
helicopter to surpress the enemy's fire 
and keep them away from the downed 
chopper. 

The Jolly Greens arrived soon after. 
One of the big helicopters stood off to 
provide cover while the other went in 

I for the rescue 
• . 	. 	.escue-cooRpg,,n4liuni 

0 ' Cap taineRodney: S; 
C t -•!, tcraft - commander, aliil 
Michael 7C. Sartori,-co-pilot. Crewmen 
included Sgt. -David- Garcia, flight 
engineer, and pararescimmen T gt 
Eugene, L. Nardi and A1C Charles B 
Aldean .. 
• -Captain Griffith brought the I -IH-51 
in' for- a landing near the downet 
VNAF chopper, and the - Vietnames( 
airmen, quickly scrambled aboard. This 
was thesecoo.d r escueyru ' - ion of th( 
week •itir.  . etylt4ruat..Bierat a cube, 
thiaArkeltlft igif ljtilled another eighl 
men to :safetyOntinuing to live up tc 
their Service's motto - "That othen 
may live." 
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high speed low altitude egress from the area was made and the air-

craft recovered uneventfully at Bien Hoe AB. 

tvuli 
Four days later Capt Griffith and crew were again scrambled 

from the Bien Hoa VOL. A VNAF UH-1F was reported down twenty miles 

northeast of Bien Hoa. A RASH FAG Briefed the Jollies on the 

situation while they proceeded to the area. An army hunter-killer 

team began preparing the area while the Jollies readied their air= 

craft for the rescue attempt. The survivors were located in the 

trees at the edge of a large clearing. 	Immediately upon arrival 

they were advised that the area had been thoroughly prepared and 

were cleared in for the pickup. An autor3atative decent and power 

recovery to a landing was made in the immediate vicinity of the 

survivors who rapidly boarded through the crew entrance door. During 

the recovery, ground fire was reported north of the LZ but was 

never confirmed by the crew. Egress was made from the area and 

seven survivors brought safely back to Bien Hoa. 

On 25 November 71 Jolly Green 70 and 73 were scrambled out of 

the Bien Hoa VOL for a Navy CH-46 shot down n:nety miles south with 

twenty-ore people on board. Major problems enccuntered en route were 

naviagation being hampered by low ceilings and poor visibility. As 

a result both aircraft, forced to fly at 10.0-3G0 feet AGL, were 

expsed.to  enemy ground fire as they approached the down helicopter. 

K:ng advise4 the Jollies to withdraw to a safe holding point to 

await area preparation. Major Robert B. &wench the Alpha Low AC 

on Jolly Green 70 was advised that Dustoff and Sea Wolf helicopters 

had extracted seven injured survivors and that his assistance would 

be required to pickup the remaining personnel. Jolly Green 70 
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 
(FIRST OAK LEAF CLUSTER) 

TO 

CHARLES B. AMMAN 

Airman First Class Charles S. Aldean distinguished himself by extraordinary 
achievement while participating in aerial flight as a Parerescue Specialist on 
an RR-53 Rescue Helicopter at Sion HOS, Republic of Vietnam, on 12 November 
1971. On that date, Airman Aldean's outstanding airmanship and extensive 
technical chill, displayed under hasardous conditions, culminated in the rescue 
of seven Vietnamese aircrewmen from their crashed helicopter. Airman Aldean 
exposed himself to hostile ground fire while manning his defensive gun position 
throughout the rescue effort, thus insuring the successful recovery of the seven 
airman. The professional competence, aerial skill, and devotion to duty displayed 
by Airmen Aldeen reflect great credit upon bimeelf and the United States Air Force. 
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U.S. Air Force Photo By Capt R 

Safely snatched from the jaws ..., Vietnamese airmen chat with their rescuers at Bien Hoa. 
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[November 2,t), I 

Drug test 
program 
expanded 

TAN SON NHUT In a continuing 
effort to suppress the use of drugs, 
Seventh Air Force has recently 
expanded the urinalysis testing 
program by adding three new testing 
categories. 

Tile first is random sampling. Each 
Seventh Air Force base has been 
directed to randomly select personnel 
assigned to their respective installation 
and test thew on a no notice basis. 

The second category is 
command-directed. Under this 
program, commanders are now 
authorized to single out those who are 
suspected of being a drug user. This 
test will also be on a no notice basis. 

The final and most important 
category is the no notice testing of an 
entire unit. Thc drug incident rate of 
each unit in the Republic of Vietnam 
will be closely monitored. If there is a 
significant increase in the rate of a 
specific unit, then that unit will be 
tested. Additionally, other units which 
are randomly selected will also be 
tested. 

This new portion of the urinalysi , 
 testing is now in operation, and several 

units at each Seventh Air Force base 
have already been tested. In the very 
near future, U.S. Air Force personnel 
throughout the Republic may be 
subject to one of these tests. This 
expanded program will be a 
continuous and comprehensive effort 
to identify the drug user. 

Also, drug abuse prevention officials 
stress the importance of U.S. Air 
Force personnel being aware that they 
must have a confirmed nagative 
urinalysis test before departing from 
thn RPnethiir of Vietnam. 

BIEN HOA — Rescue crews from 
the 37th Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Squadron on alert here 
recently rescued seven crewmen and 
passengers of a downed Republic of 
Vietnam Air Force (VNAF) helicopter 
from possible capture or death by 
nearby enemy forces. 

The VNAF helicopter was hit at 
8:57 a.m., the seven airmen aboard it 
were on their way to safety via an 
11H-53 Super Jolly Green Giant 
helicopter. During those 31-minutes 
however, a lot happened. 

As soon as the VNAF chopper went 
down, an emergency call went to 3d 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Group headquarters Joint Rescue 
Coardination Center (JRCC) at Tan  

to get air cover over the downed 
crewmen. To do this, Major Lewis 
contacted the U.S. Army liaison 
officer with the JRCC, Lt. Col. Gus 
Greyhosky, and asked that Army 

Airman's Medal 
earned by two 

UBON RTAFB -- A daring 
c rash-scene rescue of two crew 
members of a blazing F4C Phantom 
aircraft in ?slay earned the Airman's 
Medal for heroism for two NCOs 
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Recovery squadron on alert nere 
recently rescued seven crewmen and 
passengers of a downed Republic of 
Vietnam Air Force (VNAF) helicopter 
from possible capture or death by 
nearby enemy forces. 

The VNAF helicopter was hit at 
8:57 a.m., the seven airmen aboard it 
were on their way to safety via an 
HH-53 Super Jolly Green Giant 
helicopter. During those 31-minutes 
however, a lot happened. 

As soon as the VNAF chopper went 
down, an emergency call went to 3d 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Group headquarters Joint Rescue 
Coardination Center (JRCC) at Tan 
Son Nhut. Maj. Jimmy Lewis, the 
duty controller, immediately located 
the site and his map while MSgt. 
Darryl D. Tincher plotted the position 
on the center's search and rescue map. 

Major Lewis then punched the 
hot-line button for Bien Hoa, ordering 
the two HH-53s on alert there to 
launch. The next order of the day was 

[a letters 
ildren 

air-mail postage from Alaska. Proper 
postage is urged, since unit members 
have in the past spent much of their 
own money for postage to avoid 
disappointing the children of forgetful 
parents. 

Place the letter or letters in a larger 
envelope and address it to Santa's Mail 
Bag, care of Detachment 5, 9th 
Weather Reconnaissance Wing, APO 
Seattle 98737. 

A few miles from Eielson AFB is a 
post office officially calledSanta Claus 
House, North Pole, Alaska. When the 
volunteer AWS mailmen get your 
letter, they will remail the Santa letter 
or letters from this post office. 

A few days later, your child will 
receive his or her personal letter from 
Santa Claus, complete with authentic 
postmark. 

A deadline of December 10 has 
again been set for mailing letters to  

contacted me U.J. Army liaison 
officer with the JRCC, Lt. Col. Gus 
Oreyhosky, and asked that Army 

Airman's Medal 
earned by two 

UBON RTAFB -- A daring 
crash-scene rescue of two crew 
members of a blazing F-4C Phantom 
aircraft in May earned the Airman's 
Medal for heroism for two NCOs 
assigned to the 8th Tactical Fighter 
Wing. 

TSgt. Ross 0. Finch and SSgt. 
William F. Campbell of the 497th 
Tactical Fighter Squadron were cited 
for "voluntary risk of life at the crash 
site and commanded for showing 
complete disregard for their personal 
safety." 

Sergeant Campbell was working at 
one of the base's nose docks when he 
saw the airplane "plow off the 
runway." 

"I thought it couldn't be real," he 
said, "like in a movie." 

Sergeant Finch, who returned from 
leave the day before, was driving on 
the flight line when he saw the black 
smoke spiraling from the crash. On his 
way to the scene, he picked Can ipbell 
up and the two were the first to reach 
the downed aircraft. 

"There was fire on both sides," 
recalled Sergeant Finch. "The dust was 
just settling down and the engines 
were still turning over." 

Noticing the front cockpit ajar, 
Finch moved to the back-seat position. 
Unable to free his canopy, the 
backseater blew the canopy and with 
Finch's assistance freed himself from 
the burning aircraft. 

The aircraft commander had his 
canopy loosened but was trapped in 
the plane by his log straps. Unable to 
stand up and push the canopy ajar for 
ventilation, the pilot was suffocating 
in the black smoke that filled the 
cockpit. 

Seeing the pilot's plight, Sergeant 
Campbell lifted the front canopy and 
helped the pilot to rid himself of the 
log straps. • e, 	 • 	 • 	•  

()timers twitted toe area again arm 
evaluated it as "hot"... known enemy 
troop concentrations, within range of 
possible enemy mortars, good chance 
of ground fire. 

Minutes after the crash, an Air 
Force OV-10 Bronco forward air 
control aircraft was on the scene, and 
notified the JRCC that there was 
enemy small-arms fire in the area, 
some as close as 50 yards north of the 
downed men. 

JRCC had by then diverted a 
specially modified HC-130 Hercules 
aircraft to act as airborne command 
and control center for the rescue. 

More minutes passed until finally 
voice contact was made with the 
Vietnamese crewmen. There was no 
injuries but they could hear enemy rue 
very close to them. They had not as 
yet made contact. 

While the Jolly Greens were 
churning their way to the area, U.S. 
Army Cobra gunships had reached the 
scene and began working with their 
cohort, a tiny 011-6 low observation 
helicopter to surpress the enemy's fire 
and keep them away from the downed 
chopper. 

The Jolly Greens arrived soon after. 
One of the big helicopters stood off to 
provide cover while the other went in 
for the rescue. 

Aboard the rescue chopper making 
the pickup were Captains Rodney S. 
Griffith, aircraft commander, and 
Michael C. Sartori, co-pilot. Crewmen 
included Sgt. David Garcia, flight 
engineer, and pararescuemen TSgt. 
Eugene  L.  Nardi and A 1 C Charles B. 
Aldean. 

Captain Griffith brought the HH-53 
in for a landing near the downed 
VNAF chopper, and the Vietnamese 
airmen quickly scrambled aboard. This 
was the second rescue mission of the 
Oeek for the men at Bien Hoa earlier 
this week they pulled another eight 
men to safety, continuing to live up to 
their Service's motto - "That others 
may live." 

Big John won't wait! 

1 Town ortr.so innnw 



channel. rIrg 27 asked Pa -:en C for hia position; Raven 30 , 
_ 

mile l southeast of /a17.!n 32." 
. 	_ 

K nz 27 directed Raven 30 

?1 

21f17 	 : Cfl - 

MISSICW 03Z0TI7E: RATII  32 

LOCAT:.:N: 050/25/9 .4 

00,(CC;M3Ar) 

	

1. At 09372 ..(..ng 27, 4n 4.ch 	7over:_n: 

o ;' • 
	

1 

Frat; IrVJ.  

Guard channel was irrissliately select- 

. • 	 .. 

• . 

- 	 ' 

ed - wn. ont of tie T37.7 di -±1 . As t he radio channeli zed another guard trante.esiiima 

of "Mayday, Mayday, Mayday, 

 

thin Is Raven 32 I'm hit bad; I'm g-ig down" ,)!Ipi 
- 	- -•, 

r;n'g%sa..c.1. askinz Raven 32 for is poeition. Raven recei7ed. King 27 rei7onded 

 

32 responded that 

dead, that he wns 

Ra7en 32 cn guare 

replied "kboqt 40 

J1 of Zero, at about 050/25/CH99, hie Xray was 

hit bad,a.nd gol4g down. At this time Raven 30 called - 	
•-• 

he w-ts ncie 

loo proceed to- Raven 32 1 s po3ition.• HOBO 42 and 43 contacted pm 	gpare. . 

Ireqsunic:r anClitTed: if' the. could' te of assz.stance
‘. 
 ‘ •%ing 27'  _ di.Aoikpimat. ,?.. 	 . 	• 	:17;A 	.41r. .04 	; • 

: 7 ■  ,.-...  , . 

CA. 
..i... 	-,t- 	-i, 

, 	 _. 	• - 

,,-• 	
. *: 4.•**-...s 	' .‘  

.. 14:7--  
, ted. hunch of' 

-:.!---- ----,-.. 	--•• 	• . r.l. -...1' ,!••:,..... 	.ly 
91*5 anti' &kid:leer: -  King 27 also contacted_ 3Mokey Control .aad:.,  , 

. 	-., 	. 	 . 	. 
 • ... ,:.....i.- :_. 	• 	_.. zi,  . 

:..bella at ,Sa;iannalch.  et, -  g requesting they tocate - a doc or or-
- __'°:-.‘:-. ' 
. --Ulla ida3 aiallablezand get it out to Savamal.r-het .aLrport (L49 ... 
---,I:4V- ot:I. ._. • 	. 	. 	,. 	- 	 • 	.. 	- 	 - 	 .14 ..  .,.. 

. 32"  maw again-::.Called by ring 271 Raven 32, much calmed, Said 14e"..ttr.i 
..., 	• . _ 	• 

°Night-  malair5t.w Xing urged him on and told him the Jol_ly -  &MEW we:164`.' -A. 

	

.-. 	•-,.-- . 	it.' 

• 

• 

alrettetevnAneir way to help hi -a. King 27 advised &urchbells flat 

" , •• 	r■ r•V•1/11 



be tt 	- A:, 	z' 	; 

2-1Are.n 32 - 

confirmed that a doctor hat Seen 

to assist Raven 32. CITtz•ahoelis 

" 

r. : • . It '4% .3 

lozn:-.e I a3..1. doull.e vai1a5i t L-39 to 

# 

iv-411.11)1e 	r -2vac vi - 

" - 

sea 32 	 11. )5 	 laxted 
• 	 • 	

• .• 	
^ 	 ^ 	 • 

behird River 32 and vrts 	to 7,:e ■er 75.7.16 27 .117 ._ -e 	r wh , t. 4.r.s happening 

3• r. r.. h 	 ).fer L.:39 to serm 

r r 

	

Churehtells advised King Zia.; Raven 32's 	type. was a ne.eys'...iva and 

773 %Wad 'Ake Raven 32 to l'alet -y -3 	t. 30S11 :73 

 

a-riei 32 tit 1 doTt.ir 	 "ne 

Hobo la and 43 esccrts• -: "): to '!Jr. 
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FiCON: 40th ,7:14ic ;3‘.-0; 

SajZOT: RCS; 225 7 -6 .11,-aort 

TO: 3rd 11.117.0p 

LiATZ: 16 Novamber 15• -  
iISSI0N NUIELM: 
?LIGHT DESIG:.LT10::: jolly Green 30 
1.11-S5ION OBjaTZTE: 	Evac 
LOCATION: '7":"'3'N 	 39tE 
SAVES: 1 Non-comoat 

1. Summary of S.:2. .1.ationzs. 40 ARRSq was notified by 56th'SOW Dispensary 
at 0900L of :cod to m:.;devac Air Force Sgt Misner, Thomas P. 533-56-0019 
who had inrnal blecainr_; to Udorn RT.:33. 3 AaRGp was notified of request 
and it Was .*provod by Jaza. Jolly Groan 30 was diverted fro;a1 training 
sortie for mv:.c. 	onloaded a*c., 0940. Dr. Jerry W. Howington, FS, 
249-60-3659 .?,nd four P.: 1 5. _;ccompanied pationt. Jolly Green 30 darted'at 
0955. Doctar'advised pilot that helicopter should npt exceed 5000 ft. 
Airspeed held at 85 knots to decrease tha affect of turbulance.' Larded at 
Udorn aT.1.172 at 10501.. Patient off-loaded to ambulance. Helicopter depart-
ed at 1235L for Camp Hunlzy to complete sling training 

2. One sortie and .9 haurs. 

3. Two ambulances and four ground personnel. 

4. N/A 

5. N/A 

6. Crew composition: jolly Green 30. 

AC 1:ajo::' Hortatein, Froderick C. 
CP Lt. Col Holland, Antnorq 
FZ TSgt 	 B. 
as TSgt ealZldridge X. 

SSgt Tis!, Way= L. 
RS Sgt Lackeos, John S. 
RS Sgt dilliamson, Dennis C. 

FRSDERICX C HAnTSTSLti, Major, USAF 
. Aircraft Commander 
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/ ii/cs 

0 	A 

1 ic0;Duus. a EM=1" ris DMM 0 121800Z NOV 71 
AUTWOlIcALLYD

agyznAl  
FM 3ARRGP TAN SON NHUT AFLD RvN 
TO RUEFHOA/CSAF 	 YBAIR VTITVALis (.7  A. ,z)  

RUHHBBA/PACAF/DOH HICKHAM AFB HI 	DECIASSIFISDCrtt 
7( 

RUWTLta-&Ra'54"1474144424-T4Frt714LT"" 711.1710 -PliCEAAA/HQ USK 	
7 ! n ,, 

RUCPAAA/MAC/mA000P 
RUHHBBA/41 ARRWG/CONTROL CENTER/DOC/HICKAM AFB HI 
RUHHHGA/CINCPAC/CC/H.M. SMITH HI 
RHMSMVA/MACV SAIGON VIETNAM 
RuEKAAA/uSAF/AFEOC/FT RITCHIE MD 
RuMOJAA/39ARRS CAM RANH BAY AB RVN 
RUMUJNA/OL-A 3 ARRGP SON IRA AB RVN 
RUMOSRA/OL-B 3 ARRGP UDORN RTAFB THAI 
ZEN/423 TRANSPORT SO/VNAF/TAN SON NHUT AFLD RVN 
BT 
C ONFIDENTIAL/JoRREP JIFFY/JRCC/RESCUE 

I 	1 	 111 

1. (RESCUE OPENING REPORT: 12 NOV 71. 
2. MISSION NUMBER: 03-018-12 NOV 71. 

PAGE 2 RUMMRSA8480C0NFI0ENTIAL 
3. (C) SITUATION: VNAF C-I23: XVFRUr ON FLIGHT FROM TAN SON NHUT TO 
NHA TRANG. FAILED TO LAND AT NHA TRANG FOLLOWING LANDING CLEARANCE 
REQUEST AT 0254Z. PORTCALL RADAR HAD PAST RADAR POSITION AT 230/20/ 
105 AT 0254Z. 

A. DESCRIPTION OF SAR OBJECTIVE: 
(1) C-1231568RU/CAM0FLAGED/XVFRU 
(2) IFR, AIRWAYS, TAN SON NHUT TO NHA TRANG. 
(3) 1ST LT NGO-VINH-TRUNG: 423 TRANSPORT SQUADRON (TSN)t VNAF. 
(4) 8 TOTAL, 4 CREW: 4 PASSENGERS 
(5) WEATHER IN NHA TRANG AREA: TWO THOUSAND SCATTERED, THREE 

THOUSAND BROKEN, SEVEN THOUSAND OVERCAST. SIX MILES VISIBILITY IN 
RAINSHOWERS. WING: 330/10. 

(6) NO SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT CARRIED. 
(7) LAST KNOWN POSITION: RADAR POSITION 230/20/105 (BP 7528) 

B. ACTIONS TAKEN: 
(1) JOKER: NOTIFIED AT 07402 BY SAIGON CENTER 
(2) SAR FORCES NOT ALERTED. SEE PARAGRAPH F. 
(3) N/A 

C. PERSONNEL INFORMATION: 
(1) EIGHT (8) PERSONS INVOLVED. ALL MISSING AT THIS TIME. 

PAGE 3 RUMMRSA848000NFIDENTIAL 
E. FUTURE PLANS: 

(1) ANTICIPATE INITIAL SEARCH AREA FAN SHAPED, CENTERED ON 
NHA TRANG: EXTENDING APPROXIMATELY 15 NM FROM 315 DEGREE COUNTER-
CLOCKWISE TO 045 DEGREES. AREA DIVIDED INTO THREE SEARCH AREAS. 
SEARCH PLANNED TO BEGIN APPROXIMATELY 0200Zr 13 NOV: IF FORECASTED 
LO ‘IA CEILINGS CLEAR SUFFICIENTLY, 

PT 00850 
OTTCZYuw RUMmr<SA8480 3161811-CCCC--RASAAt ie.n41  

CCCCc 	
GENMAL, c Las silt CAT TN 

ZNY 	 116 2 

IMMEDIATE 
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• F-  n't7c;"%pr-r 	* 
2 

(C.) USAF KING AIRCRAFT WILL COORDINATE SEARCH EFFORT. VNAF 
FROVM.,M3 NHA TRANG BASED SEARCH AIRCROT. TWO UG-1H, AND ONE C-..123. F. SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS: 

(1) C-123. ETA NHA TRANG 03002. REPORTED MISSING BY SAIGON 
CENTER AT 0740Z. INITIAL JOKER EFFORTS LIMITED TO COMMUNICATIONS AND 
RAMP CHECKS PLUS COORDINATION WITH VNAF TAN SON NHUT COMMAND POST. 
VNAF REGUESTEC SAR ASSISTANCE TO COORDINATE 13 NOV DAYLIGHT SEARCH 
IN IMMEDIATE NI-IA TRANG AREA, BASED ON LAST PORTCALL RADAR POSITION. 
SEARCH ASSETS AND INITIAL GRID PLANNING ACCOMPLISHED BY VNAF WITH 
JOKER ANC USAF ADVISORY GROUP ASSISTANCE. UHF AND FM COMMUNICATIONS 
PLANNED TO 3E UTILIZED WITH HF CONTACT WITH JOKER AND STOKER. GP-4 
8T 
48480 

NNNN* 

,4. 

Alii,SSAG4 NO2' 

lactIvl ch2.91  

C(173teGb teci : 
Zocaz zizr  

earl bate 

** 
ImfrEDIAT: 	 * 	 * 

*** ****** ****** ******** *** 
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!"MEDI ATE 

PT 00233 
OTTCZYUW RuMmRSA8640 3181553-CCCC--RUwTBMA. 

Y CCCCC 
0 141530Z NOV 71 
Ff.I 3ARRGP TAN SON NHUT AFLO RvN 
TO RUEFHOA/CSAF 
RUHHABA/PAOAF/DOH/HICKAM AFB HI 
RUWIBMA/H0 ARRS/COMMANa PA)slys,coTT AFB ILL 

1itiCEAAA110 'USAF ALT MAXwELT:-ArEr AC:-.-- 
 RUwT9MA/MAC/mAOCCP 

-RtHHA8A/4r-47RWt/CCONTRoL cENTER/DOC/HICKAm AFB HI 
RiiiiHHOA/OINCPAC/CC/H M SMITH HI 
R1-1MSMvA/MACV SAIGON RvN 
RUEKAAA/USAF/AFEOC/FT RITCHIE MD 
RUMOJAA/39 ARRS CAM RANH JAY RVN 
RUMUJNAIOL-A 3 ARRGP SON TRA AB RvN 
RUMOSRA/OL-3 3 ARRGp UDOR;\i RTAFB THAI 
61 

N F IDENT I A LI,J9PREP JIFFY/JRCC/RESCUE 
120740Z' NOV 

I. RESCUE PROGRESS REPORT 2: 13 NOV 71 
2. MISSION NWEER: 03-018-12 NOV 71. 
3. SITUATION: VNAF C-123 MISSING ON FLIGHT FROM TAN SON NHUT TO 

/E 2 RUMMRSA8640 CONFIDENTIAL 
A TRANG. 

A. DESCRIPTION OF SAR OBJECTIvE: 
I ) C-123/568RU/CAMOUFLAGED/XVFRU 

B. ACTION TAKEN: 
(1) NO SAR FORCES LAUNCHED 

C. PERSONNEL INFORMATION: 
(1 ) EIGHT VNAF PERSONNEL MISSING. 

D. FLYING ACTIVITY: THERE WAS .NO FLYING TODAY DUE TO t,riEATHER 
CONDITIONS AN-THEiSEARCH 
F. FUTURE PLANS: 

	 ktd.. (-1 ) Lef-AN5'10Z-SONCENTRATEztOMORROW IS -SEARCH ZiZttgttV -:` 
ACTI VIII  ES‘ 'frON .-. Aht 314 REX' BETWEEN'Ilr`ANar2at MILES SOUTHEASr'• OF--"! -N HA . 
MANG 'ON BOTH - SIDES -OF -THE-PR oPOSED-Ft rGHT-  PATH OF -.'THE -SEA Rat:Pa-Tat: 
JECT.LVE ' TENATI V E 	N.5.-ritiFefkeN)14NA F-FO .Y 0:SUP.F.,"VaCTH E I R-- :-OWN. ,  COMM 
CAP .;..TOMORROW 

( 2 ) FORCES AVAILABLE FOR 14 NOV: 
2 UH1H.- - 

2 0 
2 U-17 
POSSIBLY-1 C-119 FOR COMM CAP. 

F.21EUVITVE ORDMR 1165 
SUBJECT TO GENERAL DECLASS IF CAT 
SCHEDULE OF 2i 

Cleslified by 	  

ACTONATIOALLY DOWNGRADED AT TWO 
YEAR INTERvAas 
DECLASsurED 0N  f7t /Ott 19  

PAGE 3 RUMMRSA8640 CONFIDENTIAL 
G. SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS: THERE WAS -NO SEARCH 
DUE TO WEATHER CONDITIONS IN THE SEARCH AREA. 

P*640 

?7 cc 33 

INAED I ATE c .4j , 	 : 	* 
„ 

ACTIVITY TODAY 

. 	 /405 

1 
1- M2SSAGE.  NOT  

Contacted: 

Local Tie 
and Dzal'..e 
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i ilTaTE7NTMTaif - 

Contacted :  

j artri Date: 
/31.10.11 

Or 	j** *k 

** * ********************* 
PT 00713 
OTTCZYUW RUMMmSA8565 317 134-CCCC--RUWTBMA. 
ZNY CCCCC 
e-ratsvuz NOV 71 
FM 3ARRGP TAN SON NHUT AFBLD 
TO RUEFHOA/CSAF 
RUHHABA/PACAF/DOH HICKAM AFB HI 
RUWIQMA/HO ARRS/CQMMAN PTçOTT AFB ILL 
INFO RUCEAAX/RdTgZF ALT xAXwELL -Artr-AL 
RUWT8MA/MAC/MAOCCP 
RUMMBECAtarTartMtnirrot-CENTE'R- IDOC/HICKAM 
RUHHHQA/CINCPAC/CC/H M SMITH HI 
RHMSMVA/MACV SAIGON RVN 
RUEKAAA/USAF/AFEOC/FT RITCHIE MD 
RUMOJAA/39ARRS CAM RANH BY AB RVN 
RUMUJNA/OL-A 3 ARRGP SON IRA AB RVN 
RUMOSRA/OL-B 3 ARRGP UDORN RTAFB THAI 
BT 
C ONFIDENTIAL/JOPREP 4IFFY/JRCC/RESCUE 
03-018: 1207402 NOV  9 

1. RESCUE PROGRESS REPORT 1: 13 NOV 71. 
2. MISSION NUMBER: 03.-.018-12 NOV 71. 
3. SITUATION: VNAF C•423 MISSING ON FLIGHT FROM TAN SON 

PAGE 2 RUMMRSA8565C0NFIDENTIAL 
NHUT TO NHA TRANG. 	 -Classified by 
A. DESCRIPTION OF SAR OBJECTIVE: 	sUBJTC7 ro giMIRAL DE c_as5I. rrI 

(1 ) C-123/568RU/CAMOUFLAGED/XVFRU 	SCISDULE CT' FMC7::II.'17, IDE'R 11652 
B. ACTIONS TAKEN: 	 AUTOMAT I CALL Y frAirei43:-U.DM AT TRW 

(1) NO SAR FORCES LAUNCHED 	 YEAR INTERVALS 
C. PERSONNEL INFORMATION: 	 DECIASSULEDCN 7  

(1) EIGHT VNAF PERSONNEL MISS/NG1, 
D. FLYING ACTIVITY: TOTAL FLYING TIME 22.1 HOURS: ALL BY VNAF 
AIRCRAFT: 62ND TAC WG VNAFF UH-IHIP 4 SORTIES: 6.1 HRS. 

62ND TAC WG VNAF: 0-I: 4 SORTIES, 8 HRS. 
62ND TAC WG VNAF: U•.•17: 4 SORTIES, 8 HRS. 

F. FUTURE PLANS: 
(1) 62NO.TAC WG PLANS TO CONCENTRATE TOMORROW'S SEARCH 

ACTIVITIES ON AN AREA BETWEEN 10 AND 20 MILES SOUTHWEST OF NHA 
TRANG ON BOTH SIDES OF THE PROPOSED FLIGHT PATH OF THE SEARCH OB-
JECTIVE* TENATIVE PLANS ARE FOR VNAF TO TRY To SUPPLY THEIR OWN 
COMM CAP TOMORROW. 

(2) FORCES AVAILABLE FOR /4 NOV: 
2. UM-1H 
2, 0-1 

PAGE 3 	 QNFI DEN  
2/ U-.17 
POSSIBLY I C-119 gOk COMM CAP. 

G. SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS: 
(1) TWO VNAF HELICOPTERS AND 4 LIGHT: FIXED WING VNAF AIR- 

CRAFT FLEW A TOTAL OF 12 SORTIES FOR A TOTAL OF 22.1 HOURS SEARCHING 

I MMEDIATE 

RVN 

AFB HI 

:t4Irttrzgirag:: ****************** * 
IMMEDIATE 
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IMMEDIATE ERE re * 
* L 

g **** 
PT 00713 

FOR THE MISSING VNAF C-123, CALL SIGN XVFRU. THEIR SEARCH WAS ABOUT 
EQUALLY DIVIDED BETWEEN THE COAST WATERS JUST SOUTH OF NHA TRANG AND 
30 SQUARE MILES LAND AREA IMMEDIATELY SOUTHWEST OF NHA TRANG. THE 
WATER AREA WAS WELL COVERED VISUALLY BUT THE LAND AREA COVERAGE WAS 
ONLY APPROXIMATELY 30 PCT EFFECTIVE DUE TO MARGINAL WEATHER CONDITION!.. 
NO USAF AIRCRAFT WAS INVOLVED IN THE SEARCH. THE SAP HC-130P THAT 
HAD BEEN EXPECTED TO ACT AS COMMUNICATIONS CAP WAS NOT AVAILABLE DUE 
TO MAINTENANCE DIFFICULTIES. 

(2) SAME AS ITEM D. 
(3) TOTAL 60 SQUARE MILES APPROXIMATELY 30 OVER WATER AND 

30 OVER LAND SOUTHWEST OF NHA TRANG. 
GP- 
BT 
#8565 

NNNNI 

"riop$0« 
Ut *** 5r1PriMia A L * ******;0..,  ** 	***** 

IMMEDIA TE 
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- IMMEDIATE 
319 DAY 1971 
19.33.072 

# 002013 
AESC 

:311
(12

61 rorr**** 

****************************** 

- IMMEDIATE 
319 DAY 1971 

********** *********** ********* 

19.33.072 	 * CONFIUENTIAL* 
MSG # 002013 
FROM: AESC 	 *** 	 **** 

OTTCZYUw RUMmRSA8738 3191816-CCCC. ,-RUCIMAA. 
ZNY CC CCC 
o 	V 71 
FM 3 ARRGP TSN AFLU RVN 
TO RUEFFI(A/CSAF 
RUHHAbA/PACAF/00H/HICKAM AF 8 HI 
ur MAA/HQ AN 
	• !,, .11 

}N 0  . 1  A 	0  It 	 AFB AL 
RUrPAAA/MAC/MAGCCP 
RUMM0MA/41 ARRwG/CONTROL CENTER/DOC/HICKHAM AFB HI 
RUHH88A/CINCPAC/CC/H M SMITH HI 
RUMmmVA/MACV SAIGON RvN 
RUEKAAA/USAF/AFEOC/FT RITCHIE MD 
RUMOJAA/39 ARRS CAM RANH BAY RVN 
RUMUJNA/O A ARRGP SON IRA A8 RvN 
RUMOSRA/OL 8 ARRGP UUORN RTAFB THAI 
BT 

JIFFY/JRCC/RESCUE 
1:1J-011 2 0740Z 
I. RESCUE. PROGRESS REPORT 3: 15 NOV 71. 
2. MISSION NUMbER: 031.018-12 NOV 71. 
3, SITUATION: VNAF C-123 MISSING ON FLIGHT FROM TAN SON NHUT 

PAGE 2 RUMmRSA8738CONFIDENTI,..A.L. 
TO NHA TRANG„ 	 Individual  
A. DESCRIPTION OF SAR OBJECTIVE: 	 Contacted: 
(1) C-123/b6SRU/COMOUFLAGED/XVFRU 
B. ACTION TAKEN: 	' 
(1) NO SAR FORCES LAUNCHED. 
C. PERSONNEL INFORMATION: 
(1) EIGHT VNAF PERSONNEL MISSING, 	 Clavstried by 	  

D. FLYING ACTIVITY: TOTAL FLYING TIME 24.9 HOURS. ALLSIATEOMFGEtartiu.4 DEcIASSIFICAittel 
AIRCRAFT. 	 SCHEDULE 07 EMCLITIVE ORDER 11652 

62ND TAC Wt VNAFt 0-1t 6 SORTIES, 9.9 HRS. 	 AUTOMATICALLYDONEMADEDAT 

t 	 UH-1, 4 	 b.7 HRS. 	 YELRINTOWALS 
C -47, 2 	 9.3 HRS. 	 DECLASSIFIED ON  WbCC--)  

F. FUTURE PLANS: 
(1) VNAF WILL SuPpLy THEIR OWN SEARCH AIRCRAFT AS WELL AS A 
C-123 FOR COmM CAP. AREAS WILL bE STRICTLY DEPENDING UPON WEATHER. 
(2) FORCES AVAILABLE FOR 16 NOV. 

Local Time 
and Date 

Robert1
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- IMMEDIATE 
( 1 9 DAY 1911 

MSG-1z; 002013 
FROM: AESC 

* * * * ** * *** * * * ***** * ********44 4 

ONFEurfin 
****,************************ 

2 UH-1h. 
2 L-19. 
1 r-123 t-OR COMm CAP. 
G. SUMMARY OF SAN ACTIONS: 

z 

PAGE 3 kUmmRSAr738C0NFI0ENTIAL 
(I) TWO VNAF HELICuPTERS, 2 0-1/S, kND I C-47 FLEW A TOTAL OF 
1 HOURS. SEARCHING FOR THE MISSING VNAF C-123. THE SEARCH wAS 
MAINLY CoNCENTRATEU SOUTH AND sOuTHwEST OF CAM RHAN BAY, ANO 
APPROXIfrATELY 35 TO 40 MILES SOUTHWEST OF NHA TANG WITH NEGATIVE 
RESuLTS Out. TO MARGINAL WEATHER IN THE AREA. THE C-47, wHILL 
ACTING AS COmm CAP, SEARCHEO SW ALONG THE COAST TO PHAN RHANG ALSO 
WITH NEGATivE RESULTS. 
(a) SAME AS ITEm D. 
(J) UNK. 
GP-4 
ST 
#d738 

NNNN 

IMMEDIATE 
31 ,4  DAY 1971 
II(' 33.07Z 

# 002013 
FROM: AE5C 

L ii 71 	; 4*4  
: • . 	,....f I. 

**********************.******** 
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J- IMMEDIATE 	 ** *************************( 
340 DAY 1971 

MSG # 002117 	NEN tAL comm 	* 
FROM: AESC 	 ....1444VW 
OTTcZYUW RUMMRSAB835 3201535-CCCCA—RUCIMAA. 
VIT SC=4  
0 161 100Z NOV 71 	, 
FM 3ARRGF TSN AFL° RVN 
TO RUEFHGA/CSAF 
RUHHABA/PACAF/DOH/HICKHAM AFB HI 
RUCIMAA/HQ  ARRS/ClitEthaLlmlagugyLALB./IJ 
INFO RUCWA-A/H0--1.WAFALTMAXWELLAFB: AL 
RUCpAAA/MAC/MAOCCP 	• ' 
RUHHB8A/41 ARR#6/CONTROL CENTER/DOC/HICKHAM AFB 
RUHHHQA/CINCPAC/CC/H m SMITH HI .  
RUMMMVA/MACV SAIGON RVN 
RUEKAAA/USAF/AFEOC/FT:RICHIE .MD 
RUMO4AA/39 ARRS CAM RANH BAT RvN 
RUMu4NA/OL A ARRGP SON TRA AB RVN 
RUM0SRA/OL B ARRGP .  UDoRm RTAFS THAI 
OT 
CONFIuENTAAL/JOPREP 4IFFY/JRCC/RESCUE 
0=607-11. 0740Z NOV. 

cx 2 RUMMRSA8035 CONFIDENTIAL 
. NHLTRANG . 

C. PERSONNEL INFORMATION: 	- 
(1), 	VNAF,  PERSONNEL MISSING. 
D. FLYING ACTIVITY: TOTAL FLYING TIME. 1.2.L HOURS. ALL BY 
VNAF AIRCRAFT: 
1b2N0 TAC WG VNAFr UH-1H.•'SORTIES. 3.6 14RS 
62NO TAC WG VNAF.. 0-1r. 4_,SURTIESt_7WWRS• 
62N0 TAC WG- VNAF. , ‘ C-123. ILAORTIESp_LLO HRS.. 
E. SAVES DATA 'Nor:SAVES -MA 
F..':SUMMARY OF,i,SA Ft ACTIONS; 	VA; 
117 TWO VNAF .  HELICOPTER.. TWO VNAF UGHT* FIXED WING AND 
ONE 'VNAF .TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT FLEW k : TOTALik- OE9 SORTIM FOMICIte 
TOTAL-,QF 12.1rek:10,4RS.JSEARCH  LNG E0RtHEMrsSING VNAF.C-1231.`'.:21 
CALL . SIGN XVFRU'a EFFORTS. CONCENTRATED-IN- MOUNTAINOUS_ TERRAIN. 
WEST AND SOUTWOF,NHA`,-TRANG. ORIENTED: ALONG: THE 230 DEGREE. 
RADIAL. OF MA ,2TRANG---TACAN..' WEATHER PERMITTED FIRST ADEQUATE 

St' 

a. IMMEDIATE 	 ****************************** 
520 DAY 1971 	 * 	 --- 	asett led by 	  
15.01.54Z 	 * 	 9 	1.  ;..113r TO OENMAL DECLA,SSIFICATE06 
MSG # .002117 	 Al 	 -.) 	 1:4  -  V  i ll • OF Execulr.T. ORDER 11652 
FROM: AESC 	 ***************************NIATICALIA DOMORADED AT TWO 

• YEAR INTERVALS 
VocLASSII I=  ____ 	. 

* ** ******* 

HI / 

RESCUE SUSPENDING REPORT: 16 NOV' 71. 
E. MISSION NUMBER: 03-.016-12 NOV 71. 
3. SITUATION: VNAF C-123 MISSING ON FLIGHT FROM TAN SON NHUT 
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E N 	I A L. 	 • 

—RESOURCES :'CROM .."SAR4"*Tr.',f:Ft.' 
AN ACTIVE SEARCH.: 

: 	 7744.77"C:: 

IMMEDIATE 
Ail) DAY 1971 

M56 11 .0C2117 
FROM: AESC 

************* ***************** 

a 
****************************** 

HEEL 

• —IMMEDIA7E 	 ****************************** 

—4 DAY 1971 	 * 

16.01.54Z 	
: c.112M OE* 1  

MSG W . 002 -.17 
fftom: AESC 

COVERAGE IN THESE AREAS. THE C.q23 ACTED AS COMMUNICATIONS 
CAP AS WE.L AS ACTIVE SEARCH DUTIES. SARt USAF HC130Pt 
WAS NOT UTILIZED DUETO MAINTENANCE.DIFFICULTIES• 
42) SAME AS ITEM De 

****************************** 

PAGE 3 RUMMRSA8835 CONFID 
t3) UNK. 
( 44') VNAF HAS RECEASEDIAISAF -ISAR 
EFFORT ALTHOUGH iiNAF 'CONTINUES 
6/31•4 

116836 

1;1414,N 
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1209N/ 

■ T 1.Ft t 	U s 

OMEDIATIL 
31 DAY '1971 
14.13.52Z 
MS G # 004175 

_FROM: AESC 

JTTCZYUW RUMMRSA8910 3211317 -CCCC--RUCIMAA. 
ZNY CCCCC 
0 171300Z NOV 71 
FM 3ARRGP ISM AB RVN 
TO RUEFHGA/CSAF 
RUHHABA/PACAF/UOH/HICKAM AFB HI 

AILIUALaig_pRS/COMMAND POST/SCOTT AFEI ILL 
far-O -AUCiAillibITSAF —ALT-  MAXWELL'Afe --Itt''''" 

--WiAA/M  ilnini"INal"Irr*Crt ARRWG C 	ROL CENTER/O0C/HICKAm AFB HI 
RUHHHOA/CINCPAC/CC/HM SMITH HI 
RHMSMVA/MACV SAIGON RVN 
RUEKAAA/USAF/AFEOC/FT RICHIE MD 
RUMOJAA/39ARRS CAM RANH BAY RVN 
RUMUJNA/OL-A ARRGP SON IRA AB RVN 
RUMOSRA/OL-8 ARRUP UDORN RTAFB THAI 
AT 

FROM TAW SON NHUr 
Massif by 	  
SUBJECT TO-GENERAL mickAssiricittIOX 
SCOICDUIdC OF EitECUTIVZ MIER JIM 

1111UTOVA1ICIALL4 DCAINCTAD26 42 Via 
irrnAR maw= .ez 	n  
1$60Z11991:11St Olt 	 

Lii AFLD 
LOCATED AT 0.500Z+ 17 NOV 71. AT 209N/lAglaBE. 

(3) 02NO TAC wG vNAF CONFIRMED SIGHTING OF WRECKAGE AVM. 

(4) oRECKAGE SIGHTED ON SOUTH SIDE OF 3209FT 
APPROXIMATLLY b NM SOUTH ON THE 220 DEGREE RADIAL -OF--NR 
TArAN. NO ATTEMPT MADE TO RECOVER WRECKAGE THIS DA,TE.-- 

D. FLYING ACTIVITY: 
(1) UN(NOWN. 	' 

E. SAVES DATA: NO rWitSLCLAIMED. 
F. SUMMARY OF SAR ALTIONS: 

(1) VNAF TACC. TAN SON NHUT AFLU RVN, REPORTED TO 
JlirC THAT THE MISSING VNAF C-123 AIRCRAFT WAS LOCATED 

_10908E AT n300z, 17 NOV 71. by A VNAF UH-1H. WRECHAGE w 

amALliFICEN'T/At'JtoloWEP JIFFY/JRCC/RtSCUE 
0,6-018. 1207402 NOV. 

1. RESCUE CLOSING REPORT: 17 NOV 71. 
2. MISSION NUMBER: 0.5-01B-12 NOV 71 
3. SITUATION: VNAF C-123 MISSING ON FLIGHT 

'AGE 2 ROMMRSA8910C0NFI oLNFIAL 
Iw o NHA TRANG. 

C. PERSONNEL INFORMATION: 
(1) LIGHT VNAF PERSONNEL DECEASED 
(2) REPORTtD BY VNAF TACC. TA J_SCILLN 

- IMMEDIATE 
3z1 DAY 1971 
14.13.52Z 
MSG # 004175 
FROM: AESC 

********* * **** *********** ***** 

******** ****** *** * * * **** ****** 

[415  
d Lel/LIN/0J 1'/  

DECLASSIFIEll 



- /MMEDIATt 
ael DAY 1971 

13. 522 
III's(' 0 004175 
FROM: AESC 

...*...********************* 

r \t:15,11\.1 
E***** 

CONFIRMED TO BL THAT OF UFRU. GROUND TEAM TO BE PLACED ON 
ObJECTIVE 18 NOV 71. NO SUR 

(2) UNKNOWN. 
(3) UNKNOWN 

PAGE 3 RUMMRSA891‘,..4...4) N f 	D'ENTIAL 
(4) USAF AIRCRAFT NOT UTILIZED IN THIS SEARCH. THIS 

REPORT SUBMITTED FROM INFORMATIONRECEIVEU FROM VNAF TAOCm. 
GP-4 

- BT: 
W8910, 

NNNN 

•• IMMEDIATE. 
321 DAY 1971 
14.13.522 
MSG 0 004275 

4110M: AESC 

* * ********* i**** 41 **** ******* 4 4 
lit 

* 5ttrii litral C0-4,1 11- 
* 

* ** * **** * **** * ********* **** *** 
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.46 II; 4.11 	a. i:fir 

Late: 25 Novemeer 1971 

Misaion Number: 0)-019-25 ;,icrocIr 

Aircraft Desigration: King 21 

Mission Ob.4,ective: CH-4b Cuekly 477 

Location: 142/18/Ch 115 UTM: Wit 908880 

Saves: 21 Combat. Seven credited to nen-65AT e topters. Fourteen ox-ed-
ited to USAF helicopter jolly Green 70. 

At ol4n, 25 November 1971, while on normal orbit controlling search air-
craft on the Gunfighter 61 mission, we were regeemted ny Joker to proceed to 
the Ch 115 (Binh Thuy) area where a Ilk was in progrese for a downed aircraft 
with 21 SOB' s. Location passed was 30 miles south of Ch 115. Joker had al-
ready launched jolly Greens 70 and 73 from Ch 73. Initial callaign passed 
for the downed aircraft was Cuddy 477(a C-7A). Since we were well beyond' ' 
UHF-VHF range I instructed the Radio Operator to obtain as much information 
as possible since details were quite sketchy. Our ETA to the area was 0306Z. 

While proceeding to the area I requested a slow FAG in the area from 
Joker. I also inquired to the possitility of getting Sandy aircraft from 
Ch 93 to proceed to the area to provide escort and SARCAP for therJollies. 
Joker was unable to ootain the requested resources so I requested launch 
of the Hawks (L-37' s) from CH 73 and requested Joktar to obtain additional 
soft ordinance from DASC 4 in case it would ee heeded. 

At this time we were still beyond UHF-VHF range but got HY contact 
with Jolly Green 70 and 73 who were nearing the St scene at 0245Z. They 
reported the weather was very marginal and that they were staying low under 
a 100-200 foot ceiling. I cancelled the request for Hawks Decease of the-:. 
weather but kept them en a standby posture. just prior to the arrival of 
The Jollies im the area, we learned that Wavy aircraft were already ia.the 
area and were communicating FM which we were without. I requested that. 
Jolly Green or Joker try  to get all aircraft involved up on 34.2-and X,; 
would talk to thaw is. soon as- we were within range. Jolly Greta -10,repal;I:, 
ed that same o( theWavy aircraft werw unaole to come up on taat -kilqueo- - 

 cy but that 344.0 could be used. By this tine I was able to get UNI aon=4 
tact with the other aircraft. 

Aircraft in the area at this time were Sealord 6 (UH-1), Black - Pony' 
105,115 (0V-10), Seawall 94 and 99 (UM-1), Dustoff 70 and 78, and J 014 
Greens 70 and 73. I appointed Sealord 6 as On Scene Commander. Jolly 
Green 70 heard a beeper at 0235Z and started a DF aoming maneuver on it 
altnough the crash position had oeen located. Shortly after commencing 
this ne too,: small arcs fire and received one hit in his external fuel 
tank. This we.; confirmaa visually by Jolly Green 73 out damage Wit3 not 
extensies. Joker at this time orlered the Jollies away from the area to 

?-4 r, 	 3 year intervr.1.3., 1 	- 4 1-- _L. 	.; • 

72 years. • .41.4 
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7. -a./ 	 , 	7 . 	 Abpay rr:m eels sceee. 

ae deeeemined at t.a 	isi ti 	terrain in the area was mostey rice 
paddies with A tree line aeeacent eo :he paddy teal*. the downed aircraft 
was on. ae 	deeereined Leceeeealert 6 L. tee •cwned aircraft was 
Navy CM-14ó (.not a C-7A as indiCated ay the previously passed caiisign) 

and that there were iriendlies near tint aircraft-with the hostile fire 
coming from a location a:proximately one kilometer east of the scene. We 
received a revie:on of the posa at 14118/en '15 LTA We 908880. Sea-
eet-e. 6 .4443 	 ac 	witn guns. Me deter- 
mined tnat ene area ea:. safe aneugn for a pickup attempt and at 0i00Z, 
LUseaff 	laneed an picked ep teree survivors wf: eere mast eereously 
eeunded this included the pilote of env CB-46). Seaiard 6 picked up 
four 'survivors with minor wounds. Dustoff 70.  proceeded to Binh Thuy with 
his survivors and Sealard 6 remained at the scene. ance Joker -had 
previously ordered the Jollies out of the area we contacted Joker to ob-
tain a clearance for Umem to go in and rick ue the fourteen survivors 
remaining. ..;oxer approved the request and Sealord 6 directed Jolly 70 
to the lecaticn. Jolly Green 73 remained airborne cover. Jolly 70 pick-
ed up the remaining survivors (ten U. S., four indigenous) at 03087. and 
remained on the ground until 0314Z to check his damage and to remove same 
maeerial from the dcwned aircraft. He was accompanied on the ground by 
Navy Helo 271 who laeded also to cneck gunfire damage which he had re-
ceived wnile flying east of the scene. He was also acle to provide gun 
support while on the ground. While 70 and 271 were on the ground Seawolf 
94 and 99 orbited overhead tetween the location of the two aircraft and the 
source of the previous hostile fire. At 03114, Jolly Green 70 accompanied by e 
Jolly Green 73 left the area to proceed to Binh Thuy to drop off the surviverMJ 
and also to check battle damage as previously - instructed by Joker. Navy 
271 remained on the ground until 03271 and then prcceeded to Binh Thuy.74 

- 

Sealord &was near bingo fuel at 0332Z and left the scene.  Aircraft 
remaining at- Ahlii time were Seawall 94 and 99, Sealnrd I, Black Pony 105 ' 
And 115. SmOkolf Operation (Sector TAC Operation Center) „Om“rrmgmi 
/or securitref the : downed aircraft and friendly treoc1,11,e'f..tte area. 

i;LT362 all aircraft were released from.the scene and .Aeittami4to 
- 	 Ling 24 proceeded back to normal orbit position_to; 
taantiol of march aircraft in the other operation. 

-. 

Additional'Ocembents: 

Cmr response in this mission was delayed by the distMna 1 IKE21, 
An reaching the area from normal orbit position. Ling 	on groMmilrlire 
at Ch 71. meld.  probably have reached the scene such sooner. - Beaalas,,4 
Veitalaifnireachl■ng the scene, much of the coordination‘was.alreadi )  

Oefore our arrival. Also our aircraft was equipped with, 
radii) int. 31 yip inoperative. The mission could have been asei.eii 

GROIT*113ifIr'. 2:7;4:41?;?'. 	1 Downgraded,g A Year D eclasiiriettla  er',121-  COMDENTTA 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line



a c c om].. 11 skid 1 4  

downed 	 - 
Cuokly L1 (1 '(. 

Crearamiller s : 

ANC-Capt David 
CP-11..t James , 

Jam- 
10.5-S5gb booby . 

. FE-S3gt. Joaapa 
Ete-SSigt Louts 
41.0-S5gt 40SC° 

LM--T5gt Gar:, 	•-• 

&ri Forces No 

disci: Pony 1 0 , 
Se&lord 1 

Davia J . Prast. „ 
Aircraft Cofer- 	• t. 

CONFIDEci i 

Robert1
Line



cf) 

S- 

3 Z 

5,3413—  

0/00 

OW? 

03t/. 
03"5-  

bria0/ 
,eir-fdtrtxy 

  

 

 

 

 

   

   

,7_6/11e67 / 
<Ze 

„uf--=) 

/7-e/72 

6,e-e-6e-4,1 

GAri 

at e_actt9 slbC. 14-ei01xcps 

2 	72 ik 	(9'11;Y 
\(  

- 	 AocA 

z),t)/)- 

xyky //de 	 .17 /gs-/...sh7 & x /a/bei 

3 -  -'t// 	 A',"/4/5/47/filf 5c~ 42v
• 

-171-4A 5" 
76-‘v 	tio02. 

T.,- -01) 	4 ---c61 

.c 
)( 
6ra 4,  

sz

■■•■••■ 

73 5-4,(x/e1/0 	4///,579 45 -r / YV 

7,0 /4 .5 AV/15 , /4A1  o 9 5,4/ /05-5-7 f. 

C- 7 eh nazax 477, JoZtit 	 bv7S cAi 
• Arsx/AisR. o-o/r 15-iit/oV 7/. _ _ 	 •"4"1  

J,‘ II 3 __Ad /9/7744 Aolf/71.e.,____ 

- 
-6— /f,(4)//f-,,i 

*ie 	X1c,  

a/ .04 	/;;ifig  

7-1/1/%16 7"-.0  

ep,.(c -7(7( L5 

■■••■•••■•4111. 



7,,10/3 7 
ackleze 
.54/Es 

nicoNIE •ptroc 

eels f1/4) 

D A E  SAVE rYps 
•bikoer 

Q7/./L if? 	OS-. _ 	 _ 

gi?fi 72 	 - - - _ coffe.47-  
/ 	 -e- 	_ _  

_ 

yti,,A9/ 

R E. v■1 OP-6R NitAl1o0 Oc T1 0 14) 

r:Lx0 	GR/f,c77-4- 	i49 24-r 7xer'-rai///0‘,  

5-Aereer 	 o rb- 	/947.fu "o09 

fK /7/oa,toftf,c,/o-e 

.11 / EA") 	 ,o-ar -Actz 	rireeie 

/JAW pi 	 de/- iae,14e/  

_ 

ride, z 

c955 ,j 
et/Zetr 

7/ 

_ 	14.^ 4./ .  

Sit'd,c4e. 

I 
7,4-7/x1S 

57-1XL) 

4424-,,4  

S 	oPC - Sreze-A 
•rG'  

/.5 

■■■ 



37 ARRSQ HISTORY, 1 OCTOBER - 31 DECEMBER 1971 

high speed low altitude egress from the area was made and the air-

craft recovered uneventfully at Bien Hoa AB. 

Four days later Capt Griffith and crew were again scrambled 

from the Bien Hoa FOL. A VNAF UH-1F was reported down twenty miles 

northeast of Bien Hoa. A RASH FAG Briefed the jollies on the 

situation while they proceeded to the area. An army hunter-killer 

team began preparing the area while the Jcilles readied their air= 

craft for the rescue attempt. The survivors were located in the 

trees at the edge of a large clearing. 	Immediately upon arrival 

they were advised that the area had been thoroughly prepared and 

were cleared in for the pickup. An autereatative decent and power 

recovery to a landing was made in the immediate vicinity of the 

survivors who rapidly boarded through the crew entrance door. During 

the recovery, ground fire was reported north Df the LZ but was 

never confirmed by the crew. Egress was made. from the area and 

seven survivors brought safely back to Bien Hoa. 

On 25 November 71 Jolly Green 70 and 73 were scrambled out of 

the Bien Hoe FOL for a Navy CH-46 shot down n:nety miles south with 

twenty-ore .people on board. Major problems ence.untered en route were 

naviagation being hampered by low ceilings and poor visibility. As 

a resulc both aircraft, forced to fly at 100-3g0. feet AGL, were 

expesed,to enemy ground fire as they approached the down helicopter. 

K:ng advised the Jollies to withdraw tc ..) a safe holding point to 

await area preparation. Major Robert a. Swench the Alpha Low AC 

on Jolly Green 70 was advised that Dustoff and Sea Wolf helicopters 

had extracted seven Injured survivors and that his assistance would 

be required to pickup the remaining personnel. Jolly Green 70 

15 



37 ARRSO HISTORY, 1 OCTOBER - 31 DECEMBER 1971 

rendezvoused with SEA Wolf helicopter and was briefed on the SAR 

situation. Approach and landing at the crash- site were without 

incidents and fourteen survivors taken on board. The Jollies 

proceeded to Binh Thy to unload.tile survivors and assi- ,Is battle damage. 

JoYirtrAWITdiscovered five hits And Jolly Green 73 one, but the 

damage wash 't critical and the return to Bien Hoa was begun. 

The weather had deteriorated and both aircraft_ were again forced 

to fly low. After transiting through a heavy rain shower Capt 

Richard L. Wall, Jolly Green 73 AC, lost all visual and radio 

contact with Jolly Green IC. A run through of all normal frequencies 

proved fruitless and Jolly Green 73 proceeded to Bien Hoa for 

fuel. 

On the ground it was determined that Jolly Green 70 had crashed 

in the Son Nha Bhe River at the same position where visual contact 

had been lost. Several aircraft were already in the suspected SAR 

area and Jolly Green 73 launched to Join them. Despite Door 

weather Capt Wall and crew spotted a survivor, Pararescueman AIC 

Richard L. Steed, on the river bank and an immediate pick - up was 

made. The search was continued and it was reamed that a Navy 

helicopter had rescued the Flight Engineer s  _Sgt Hank L. Theriot, 

who had been taken to Vung Thu. Low fuel firmlly forced Cat 

Wall to return to Bien Hoa. Subsequent search and investigation 

revealed that Jolly Green 70 had been downed by enemy ground fire. 

A lunch time scramble at the Bien Hoa FOL sent Capt Steven R. 

Tyler and crew heading for the heart of Cambodia to rescue a downed 

American A - 37 pilot on 29 Nov. Enroute to the scene all applicable 

16 
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USAF IT,elicopter Crew Losses — Vietnam WarCompiled by Jim Henthorn jhenthorn@home.com  
USAF ilencopter Crew 'Losses Vietnam War 

Notes: at Lima Site 20, crashed on landing, hit ground, spun right, rolled down hill, flipped, burst into flames. 
Two flight engineers survived. 

Tail No_: 68-10366 Model: HH-53C 	Date of Loss: 25 Nov 71 	Unit: 37th ARRS 
Country of Loss: Gia Dinh, SVN 	Call Sign: Jolly Green 70 

Pilot: Robert B. Swenck (02W-72) 
Co-Pilot: John W. George (02W-72) 
P.J.: Thomas D. Prose (02W-72) 
P.J.: James R. Thomas (02W-72) 

Notes: SAR mission, crashed Song Na River 

Tail No.: 	 Model: 1_IH-1N 
	

Date of Loss: 04 Dec 71 	Unit: 20 th  SOS, Ban Me Thuot 

Country of Loss: Gia Dinh, SVN 	Call Sign: Green Hornet 

Gunner: Thomas E. Fike (02W-84) 

Notes: Tim Fike was the last Hornet lost. If I remember right it was in Dec 71. It was his last mission before 
rotating home (it was to be a milk run out of Saigon and back). His crew was shot down as they were 
returning to Saigon. The pilot thought that they had seen a rocket launcher set up in a rice paddy. The went in 
low level to check it out (flying a slick), and a bad guy popped up and racked the bottom of the chopper. Tim 
Fike was killed, the other gunner (King) was seriously wounded and at least one of the pilots was wounded in 
the leg. From "Jim" (Official Squadron History does not have this information in files — History ends Sept 
1971) 

Tail No.: 68-10359 Model: HH-53C 	Date of Loss: 27 Mar 72 	Unit: 40th ARRS 
Country of Loss: Cambodia Call Sign: Jolly Green 61 

Pilot: David E. Pannabecker (02W-120) 
Co-Pilot: Richard E. Dreher (02W-119) 
Flight Engineer: James Manor (02W-120) 
P.J.: Raymond J. Crow, Jr. (02W-119) 
P.J.: Raymond A. Wagner (02W-120) 

Notes: crashed from unknown causes 

Tail No.: 68-10365 Model: HH-53C 	Date of Loss: 6 Apr 72 	Unit: 37th ARRS 
Country of Loss: Quang Tri, SVN Call Sign: Jolly Green 67 

Pilot: Peter H. Chapman, II (02W-130) 
Co-Pilot: John H. Call, III (02W-130) 
Flight Engineer: Roy D. Prater (02W-131) 
P.J.: Allen J. Avery (02W-130) 
P.J.: William R. Pearson (02W-132) 

Jim Henthom 
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Robert LaPointe 

From: 	'Lon" <cbaidea@mn.rnediaone.net > 
To: 	''LaPointe" <rlapointe@gci.net > 
Sent: 	Saturday, May 06, 2000 12:25 PM 
Attach: 	chuck & me.jpg 
Subject: Fw: Hi 

Bob, Heres some stuff on missions you asked for. Picture is after 12nov71 
mission; Pilots- Griffith& Sartori; PJ's- Nardi& Aldean ; not pictured 
FE-Garcia. 

8Nov71 mission in Cambodia 	Nardi & 1 both remember we were 
expecting Americans. When they broke tree line, were Viet's wearing combo 
good guy-bad guy uniforms & were all carrying AK's. Came in ramp by Nardi. 
11e kept close watch on em because we still weren't sure who they were, & I 
layed down covering fire with mini on way out. They were off loaded pretty 
hush hush at Bien Hoa. We were told later they were a 'road watch' team of 
repatriated bad guys. 

24May71 Your mission report covers it pretty well, 

29Nov71 Cambodia If you remember being at Bien Hon shortly 
after Jim Thomas's bird went down, the unidentified picture of pilot on 
your web site could have been this guy. Was burned, & I dressed his ann & 
cleaned up his face a little, 

25Nov71 Nardi & I hi bird. Thomas, Prose, Steeds lo bird 
made succesful pickup. Both took hits on way in. Stopped at small army base 
to cheek for damage & had quick Thanksgiving Turkey. [Was Thanksgiving Day] 
On way back to Bien Hoa weather real bad. They went down. We returned & 
couldnt see anyone in water. I went in river but very strong current & poor 
visibility & couldnt locate for sure where wreckage was. Also put me down on 
shore but again unable to locate survivors. Short time later we did pick up 
Steed who apparently had been taken to different location on shore by Viet 
fisherman. Keep up good work. See you in Sept thanks Charlie Aldean 
	Original Message 	 
From: <Genonardi@aol.com > 
To: <cbaldea@nin. mediaone.net > 
Sent: Monday, April 24, 2000 3:40 PM 
Subject: Hi 

>11ere is the picture you asked about 

5/6100 
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77th ARES 
Memorial Service 

North Hanger LANang Airfield 
Republic of Vietnam 

mms 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

• Presentation of aolors 	 Color Guard 

* Apo, 	 'quirt As I Amp Without One Pies" 

• Invocation 	 Chaplein Carl ?. Rasiaris 

Reeponsive Reading 	 "The Christi 	pe 

it= 	 *The Strife is Oierv  l'he Bettie Dace 

Scripture Reading 	 TSgt Raymond Gore 

Tribute 	 Cclaaelliillias Harris 

* Hymn 	 "The Air Force Hymn" 

* Baxialetiolt 	 Chaplaan Masai F. Estee 

• * * * * * * * * * 0 * * * 0 * * * * * * * * * * * 0 * * 

4  Please Stead 

BACK 	 INDEA 
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MAJOR i  ROBERT B svgzolc — Aircraft Commander - Killed la atiow 
25 liovember 1971, Major Swetck was born on 10 March 1933 ix 
10Juisiri1le9  Kentucky. He attaaded Grade and High 5choo1 at 
Oka...iota School in Louirville. He WILA a graduate of Western 
Ilentucy State College and was commissioned ix 1956 through 
the Reserwe Officer Tralniag Grupe Program. Majut Swetok 
earned his pilotrs Liigi in Jalfm=7t I957. Major'Sweackts 
decoratioas its.qude the Sliver Stari  the Distinguished Flying 
Crowe with I OLC ;  the Liman+, Meds1 9  the Air Medal with B 01/3 2 

 and the Air Force Comendatiox Medal. This was 1.40or Swenckla 
isecond cosibat tcur in Vistnait. He served in S. previously v 

 flying the Huey Gunship. He is survived by his wife Donna, 
and 3 daughtera ;  who reside at 9509 anavo-od Road, Saineville ; 

 Kentuaky 40291, 
* * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
CAPTAIN, JOHN  W GEORGE Copilot - KiMlei in action 25 
11,157enber 197i. Captain Georg* was bora on 10 June 1545 ia 
Dover ;  Temnlessee. He atteeed Big Rock Elementary School in 
111g Fo6c, Teamessee and 3tewart Goutty High School. in Dover. 
He 1043 a graduate of the Univezeity of Tenneemse in Knoxville 
and wan comaiseiomed in 1.967  through the Reaerve Officer 
7raining Corps Program. Captaiu George eared his pilotla 
wings in February 1969. 	and this was hie first tour in SEt. Ho 
is survived by his parents Mr and Mrs Ray George, his wite 
Elizabeth and a daughterp -who reside at P.O. Box 66 ;  Big Rock 9  
Tennensee 37023. 
* * * 	* 4 * 	 * * * * * * * * * * * 4- 

.U0 THOMAS PRO' Parareamenas - Miediag in sOtioa since 
25 November 1911. Airman Prat -was born OA 9 April 1951 it 
3prlagfie1d 9  Illinois, He graduated from Girard. ll1g Sehool 
ix airard 9  Illinois and attended Linoolx Community College la 
Springfield. Lirmax Prose entered Baair, Trainiag at Lacklaad 
An i March 1970. Eli decoration' include the Air Medal with 
/ OLC. He is survived by biz Father s. Lawrence E Froae and rive 
brothers, who reside at RR. -tit 2 Girard, Illimois 62640 Rad his 
Mother p Mrs. Jacqueline L. Epley. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * *-* * * * • * * 
ZSgt ,AMEZ R MBAS Pararesceas Elsg actios sinoe 
25 November 1971. Stigt Thomas was born om 5 July 1943 is 
itorianna?  florid*. He attended grade school and High School 
in Florida itra enterea Basic Malaise at Laakiand L143 is 
August 1961, SEgt Thonaels daocratione Include the Air madmia 
with 1 (114 and the Air Force Commeadatiot !Wel with 2 OLC. 
Hia wife.Julia and 2 daughters reside at 406 Sherry Circle 
N.W.„ Fort Walton Beach, Florida. 

NEXT 
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Synopsis 	 Page 1 of 1 

Wete 41/mega 2t 	nu/  
On November 25. 1971 (Thanksgiving Day). while on a TDY assignment :  he was on a 
rescue mission with five other crew members which successfully retrieved 13 soldiers 
whose helicopter had been shot down. The chopper. a HH-53C (jolly Green 70). took 
ground fire during the rescue. The crew stopped at a forward base camp to make sure the 
chopper was safe to fly. The soldiers got off at that time. My dad and the crew of the sia4 
Green 70 were offered Turkey sandwiches before their flight LO their home base at Bien 
Hoa. They ate their sandwiches :  inspected their chopper and headed home. 

They encountered a heavy rain storm on the flight back, when the chopper took more fire 
and the pilot was hit. It began a slow, controlled descent and impacted in the Nha Be River. 
Once it hit the water it did a severe end over flip, and the chopper sank immediately. Three 
men, Capt. John W. George. Maj. Robert B. Swenck :  and A1C Thomas D. Prose were killed 
immediately. There were two survivors, t -le flight engineer and a third Pararescueman. My 
father was never recovered. There was a fisherman who said that he saw three White 
skinned survivors: two were holding on to the tail of the plane and the other man was by the 
floating cockpit. He mentioned that one cf the men was wearing a T-shirt. According to 
statements and records, my dad was the only one that day in a T-shirt when the chopper 
went down_ The fisherman helped the third Pararescuernan into his boat, then they went for 
the other . men by the tail section. They were unable to locate anyone. AS it turned out, the 
flight engineer had swam to shore and hid himself for about an hour until he heard the 
sweet sounds of a Huey Helicopter. You see. there were hostiles in the area and one side of 
the bank was friendly but the other was not. The search continued over the next five days to 
no avail, my dad has never been found. They tried to raise the wreckage once. but the cable 
broke and the chopper sank into an even deeoer. rougher part of the river. They have never 
made a second attempt to my families knowledge. 

http://inernbers.aol.comiberly  1 00/S ynopsis. html 	 6/16199 
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I/18/98 

Pararescuemen Technical Sergeant sJames R. Thomas and Airman First Class Thomas D. Prose 
were lost. along with the pilots returning from a mission  on 25-  No% ember  1971. Pararescueman 
Rich Steed and Flight Engineer Theriqux survived. The crew had rescued the 'crew of an army . 

 Chinook helicopter in the Delta. and were returning when their H1-1-53 Super Jolly Green 
Giant helicopter was hit, the pilots killed, and it crashed in the \a Be River. 

Jim Thomas' third grandson„lames„ was born in January of 1997 to Mrs. Kimberly Thomas-
Bowles. Jim was survived by .  his vvife, Julie and his two daughters. Kimberly anti Lisa. 1,isa was 
instrumental in helping Julie through some very rough times. Julie adopted another daughter 
in 1980 named Symphony, for whom Jim has always been "Daddy .  Jim." According to Lisa, 
"Symphony,  is only 18 so we won't let her have kids yet. Hu Ha." Lisa's two sons are ('.1 
(Christopher James). age 4 currently, and Ryan, a 2 year old. These kids are "the lights of our 
lives, and I know, would be of Jim's." according to Julie. 

The crews from the 37th ARRSti won the Presidential Unit Citation, Outstanding Unit 
Citation, and had ov er 613 "saves," or lives saved from its crews efforts. Jim Thomas had a 
number of those saves credited to hint. 

The motto of the Aerospace Rescue and Recovery SerN ice is: 

"These things we do, That Others lay Live. 

ebmaster. John ( . Ratliff 

01998 John C. Ratliff 

Revised 1/20/98 

httm://www.sorcom.comt-searat/Jim.html 

con tact searat(a soreom.com  

http://www.sorcom.comk-searataim.html 	 3/13/99 



Not Jim! 	 Page  I  of 5 

Not Jim! 

In Honor of Jim Thomas 

Its. Julie Thomas wrote our Pararescue Association one da ■ 

Asking if any of us had information about her husband she could gather. 

I had slides from my experiences far away 

In a place called Vietnam where he was lost in a river's water. 

I looked at my slides to see 

And found one with the name tag of "James Thomas." 

But I wasn't sure, for with in memory 

After ON Cr twenty ■ ears it was a guess. 

So I copied the slide. 

And sent her the picture, along with another. 

I had to confide 

That I did not know if it was him, or some other. 

But it matched. 

She wrote back and told me that the person was her husband w ho had died. 

But she couldn't have watched 

NI ■ reaction to her letter--I cried! 

For at last, ov er twenty years thereafter. 

I had learned the fate of a beloved Pararescueman. 

http://www.sorcom.com/—searatiJim.html 	 3/13/99 



Not Jim! 	 Page 2 of 5 

A man who had died in the service of others who matter 

\lore to him than his own life hut this wasn't his plan. 

As I read the letter, I said. 

"Not him, Not Jim!" 

And shed sonic more tears as I laid 

the letter down to compose my thoughts from that time. 

Jim was a family man, joi ial and merry, 

The kind of gu s ho let others know 

Just how much he could carry 

With an attitude hich always said, "Co!" 

A big man, with a smile which shined. 

A slap on the back. 

Encouragement when he grinned. 

Which was often, even when we were down and in the sack. 

Jim Thomas was lost when his pilots were shot 

and the helicopter headed for a gentle crash in a Vietnam river. 

Some survived the crash, perhaps even Jim, but lie was not 

later recovered. and was lost forever. 

For one river side was friendly, 

The other 

The enemy, 

And for this he and his family had to suffer. 

Jim was a Parareseneman, 

One who had earlier that day .  

http://www.sorcom.com/—searat/Jim.html 	 3/13/99 
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Distinguished himself along with his fellow crewmen 

fi) rescuing relitIN ■ ..tmericans from enemy fire in a extraordinary way. 

The took man ■ a hit. 

But were successful with those they rescued. 

The ride back to base was supposed to fit 

A peaceful. relaxed journey, for the were tired. 

But it wasn't to he, 

And they were lost. 

And now, so many ■ ears later I had a key 

To some of Jim's life in the pictures from the past. 

I enlarged those pictures and sent them on 

Not knowing how they, or my letter would be receix ed. 

	

But the response after in 	a dawn 

Was more than I could have conceived. 

Kimberly, Jim's daughter wrote back, 

Telling me that my photograph was the one 

That had accompanied her when she too was on her back 

	

Giving birth to her first child. .11 	third grandson. 

She said in her way, 

"It helped me tremendously 

knowing that a little part of my Dad was there that da.x." 

And again tears came to my eyes audacionsl ■ . 

I had one other photograph. 

Which only slims ed Jim's form from behind: 

http://www.sorcom.comi —searatiJim.html 	 3/ 1 3/99 



Not Jim! 	 Page  4 of 5 

Ail that can be recognized of him, almost his autograph 

N\ as his "Thumbs Up!" sign. 

To all ,N ou out there seeking heroes. 

Look no further than Jim Thomas. 

Who like any of us "others" 

Was a man we Isis,' to be "as good as." 

d look at his attitude's signature. 

Observe the positive in life. 

One other ofJim's traits should become your feature, 

that caring is more important than strife. 

.1 to ll o 	IZ at li ff 

http://vvww.sorcom.comi—searat/Jim.html 
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Letters 
To Dad 

Findings From Our Recent Trip 
To Washington, DC 

On June 15th, 1998, my family made a trip to Washington, DC for the 
purpose of meeting with Casualty control, the DoD, JTF-FA, DPMO 
and other organization regarding my fathers case. 
What we have learned, I want to share with you. Please write your 
Congressmen, Senators, Governors and anyone else you think may be 
able to help us!!! Time is running out on my dad's case. The following 
are quotes from different letters that we have received. However they 
are written VER BATUM and at your request, I will be more than 
happy to forward them to you for your own personal review. 
This first letter, comes from the JTF-FA (Joint Task Force- Full 
Accounting). 
Special note: Some time in July, the JTF-FA will be meeting to 
decide on some cases for possible re-evaluation. My dad's case 
supposed to be brought up during this meeting. Please write the 
JTF-FA and let them know that you care and that they should at 
the very least investigate the possible grave site mentioned below. 

The address for the JTF-FA is: 
CDR JTF-FA 
BOX 64044 

CAMP HMSM1TH, HAWAII 96861-4044 
Narrative 

"On 25 November, 1971, Staff Sergeant fames R. Thomas was a 
crew member aboard a HH-53 Helicopter (serial number 68- 

10366) returning to base after completing its rescue mission. The 
aircraft encountered heavy rain showers and crashed in the son 

Nha Be in the vicinity of grid coordinates XS953730, 
approximately 9 kilometers south-southeast of Nha Be, Ho Chi 
Minh City Municipality. Two crew members survived the crash 
and were rescued. Rescue operations resulted in the recovery of 
the bodies of three other crew members. Staff Sergeant Thomas 
was not located. A vietnamese fisherman who participated in the 

rescue operations reported observing three Americans in the 
river, two of whom were rescued. The third american was 

reported to be wearing a Tee-shirt and was not accounted for. 
One of the survivors reported Staff Sergeant Thomas was 

wearing a Tee-shirt at the time of the crash". 

This second correspondence, comes from the DoD (Department of 

http://members.aol.com/KNTBI/findings.html 	 6/16/99 
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Defense) dated July 3, 1997. I am writing this specifically for the intent 
Awards 	of a narrative that was given to our government by a vietnamese 
I Have 	 fisherman. Please note the above ORIGINAL grid coordinates and tht 
received 	 one listed in this narrative. 

Favorite 
Links 

Narrative 
Webrings "A source, (183-032, April 1983), reported that in May 1975 a 
Kim's 	 body of an alleged US serviceman floated by his fishing position 
Vietnam 	in the vicinity of XS950805. The source claimed he buried the 
Poetry 

	

	 body on the bank because it was bad luck for .fishing if he had 
not done so. the source stated that he didn't think the body came 

Family from the helicopter wreck because it had .floated downstream pas 
Photo's 

the wreckage. while the location near Nha Be is consistent with 
A 	 this case, the details of it floating downstream and the time framt 
tribute 	 do not match the details of this case". 
to Dad  
by 
John 
Ratliff 
(retired 

PJ) 

A 	 Even though the years on this case do not match, if you disregard that, 
tribute 	 the coordinates are very close to where the helicopter my dad was in to Dad  
by one 	 sank after an attempt to tow it UPSTREAM to a naval base out of Nha 
who 	 Be. Even the gentleman I spoke to who was a representative of the 
cares 	 JTF-FA could not explain to my family why they deemed this non 

relevant to my father's case. 
Kim's 
Tribute 	 This last letter comes from Mr. James Wold, Deputy Assistant 
to 	 Secretary of Defense (POW/MIA Affairs) 
Three 
Fallen 	"Unfortunately, our analysis has identified some cases where all 
Officers 	 available evidence indicates there is no reasonable expectation 

that identifiable remains will ever be recovered. This is true in 
Kim's 	the case of Technical Sergeant James R. Thomas, United States 
missing 
Children 	Air Force, REFNO 1780". 
Page 	 "Given the circumstances of the loss and the fact that his 

remains were not recovered at the time, we have concluded that 
Return 	your husband's remains are not recoverable". 
to SDIT 	Not recoverable, that's what Mr. Wold thinks. Funny that they only 
National 	 tried to recover his body ONE time after the original loss before 

R 	
coming to this wonderful conclusion. How can we find the Titanic but 

to
eturn 

loose my dad's chopper after the original attempt to raise the 
SDIT- 	

wreckage? I'm sure if my father were Mr. Wold's son, more effort 
Florida 	 would have taken place. More than one search conducted, not so quid 
Index 	 to flush him down the proverbial governmental toilet!!!! 
Page 	 Please write anyone you can think of. Let them know that my dad 

http://members.aol.com/KNTBUfmdings.html 	 6/16/99 
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deserves better than to be casually written off due to the governments 
laziness in not wanting to spend more money on possible sightings and 
grave sites!!! Look at the letters above. On a map the body that the 
fisherman buried is indeed RELEVANT to my father's case. Please 
help me to make sure that our government investigates this report and 
this grave site!!! For jilt is not my father, it is someone else's' son, 
brother, husband, father. 

Thank You!!!! 

11■11r1.111111 

The 
Rainbow' 
Ribbon 

http://members.aol.com/KNTB  1 /fi nd ings.htm I 	 6/16199 
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.2% 
T/Sgt. James Richard Thomas was born on July 
05, 1943 in Marianna, Florida to Buford James and 
Daisy Erline Thomas. As a young child, he was sent 
to live in the Florida Baptist Children's Home in 
Lakeland, Florida. He remained there until the age 
of 16 (the age when they "kick" the children out into 
the world). During his teen years, he was a reckless 
and even danger seeking child. One way he looked 
for thrills was by swinging from a rope in front of 
cars traveling on the road just barely missing them. 
his time in the Children's Home was something else 
entirely. Expected to wake long before dawn to walk 
a field to the place where the cows' were held for 
milking, the children were expected to get their daily 
chores done before the school bus picked them up. 

In August 1961, at the age of 18 and fresh out of High 
School he joined the United States Air Force. 

After basic training, he started his military career as a Reciprocating Engine Mechanic based 
at Hickam AFB, Hawaii for the 76th ARSq. 
While stationed at Hickam, he made friends with several men in his squadron who were with 
an elite group known as PARARESCUE.  He admired their look, their commitment to saving 
others and upon re-enlistment in 1965, he was accepted into Pararescue Training. Over the 
next 17 months, he would learn the following: The Pararescue/Combat Control Indoctrination 
Course (10 weeks). I'S .kriny Airborne Parachutist School (3 weeks). US Army Combat Divers 
School (4 weeks), LS \a I. uderwater Egress Training (I day), IS Air Force Basic Survival 
School (2 Vi weeks). t:S Army klilitary Free fall Parachutist School (5 weeks), Special 
Operations Combat Medic Course (22 weeks), Pararescue Recovery Specialist Course (20 
weeks). 
The day he graduated from PJ school was one of the happiest days of his life. He was so proud 
to wear the Maroon Beret which signifies the Pararescuemen, he walked around base with a big 
smile on his face. 
He soon excelled in this field, and by 1968, he was an instructor at Eglin Air Force Base in Ft. 
Walton Beach, Florida. 
He was also a prime team member on the \ A' -  Apollo Launch Site Recovery Force for Apollo 
Missions 	9, ID, 11, 12, 13 and 14. 

In March 1971, he left his wife and two daughters for duty in Vietnam. He was assigned to the 
37th ARRS out of Da Nang. 

—Click the Bracelet to read what happened to MY DAD- 

http://members.aol.com/Berly100/OurDad.html 	 10/4/98 
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On November 25, 1971 (Thanksgiving Day), while on a TDY assignment, he was on a rescue 
mission with five other crew members which successfully retrieved 13 soldiers whose helicopter 
had been shot down. The chopper, a IIH-53C (Jolly Green 70), took ground fire during the 
rescue. The crew stopped at a forward base camp to make sure the chopper was safe to fly. The 
soldiers got offal that time. My dad and the crew of the Jolly Green 70 were offered Turkey 
sandwiches before their flight to their home base at Bien Hoa. They ate their sandwiches, 
inspected their chopper and headed home. 

They encountered a heaiy rain storm on the flight back, when the chopper took more fire and the 
pilot was hit. It began a slow, controlled descent and impacted in the Nha Be River. Once it hit the 
water it did a severe end over .flip, and the chopper sank immediately. Three men, Capt John W. 
George, Maj. Robert B. Swenck, and Al C Thomas D. Prose were killed immediately. There were 
two survivors, the flight engineer and a third Pararescueman. My father was never recovered 
There was a fisherman who said that he saw three white skinned survivors; two were holding on to 
the tail of the plane and the other man was by the floating cockpit He mentioned that one of the 
men was wearing a T-shirt. According to statements and records, my dad was the only one that 
day in a T-shirt when the chopper went down. The fisherman helped the third Pararescueman into 
his boat, then they went for the other men by the tail section. They were unable to locate anyone. 
As it turned out, the flight engineer had swam to shore and hid himself for about an hour until he 
heard the sweet sounds of a Huey Helicopter. You see, there were hostiles in the area and one side 
of the bank was friendly but the other was not. The search continued over the next five days to no 
avail, my dad has never been found They tried to raise the wreckage once, but the cable broke and 
the chopper sank into an even deeper, rougher part of the river. They have never made a second 
attempt to my families knowledge. 

Pararescue has a code. It reads as follows: 

Ii is my duty as a Pararescueman to save a life and aid the 
injured. I will petform my assigned duties quickly and efficiently, 
placing these duties before personal desires and comforts, these 
things I do, "That Others May Live." 

My father lived by this code and on that day he and the others on Jolly Green 70 gave all... "That 
Others May Live." 

Fin Page 

Imp://members.aol.com/Berly100/Synopsis.html 	 10/4/98 
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COVMENTIAL i 	A A. 

DATE: 29 November 1971 

MISSION NUMbn4: A-3-038 November 71 

	

.73.,TECT TOOTI",".=_L 	AS3IFIATCN 

AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION: King 21 	 T 	 11652 

.:41,170,MA7 I ' -1 	 TWO 

DISTRESsED AIRCRAFTS: C1i-47 - Playtex 866 	(FAR ITT 

L(XATION: 130-100° Radial 10-15 Miles Hue Tacan 

SAV.tS: NONE 

At 0430, 29 Nov. 71, we were briefed by Jack that we would be diverted 
from the normal King 21 orbit to cover the search for an Army CH 47 - Call 
Sign - Playtex 866 that had been missing on a flight from Danang to Hue Phu 
Bal. The last reported contact was at 0530Z 29 November on the 1300 radial 
of Hue NDB. King 21 arrived in the area of the search at 9730 local and made 
contact with PAN - a ship off the coast acting as on-scene commander. 
At that time there were no aircraft in the area due to bad weather conditions. 
Contact was made with Hue approach control who confirmed the last call of 
Playtex 866. He reported on the 130 0  radial of Hue NUB at 05301, said he 
was declaring an emergency and going Tactical IF. There was no indication of 
the nature of the emergency. Contact was then made with Danang VP% control 
to attempt to determine the exact route of flight. They indicated that they 
did not have radio or voice contact with Playtex 666 at any time. The weather 
in the area at the time of Last contact was reported to be 500 to 1000 over-
east - visibility 3-4 miles and ooth cielings and visibility lower in rain 
showers. Queen had a report tilat some fishermen observed a low flying 
helicopter pass over head about that time and he was heading out to sea. 
This area was on about the 1000  radial of Hue NDb and on the coast. About 
0830 local, several Army helicopters ;6) arrived in the area led by Smokey 
26 - a UH1H. k search area was set up and co-ordinated with Smokey 26 and 
each aircraft covered an area 10 kilometer* square. Several sieltiage were 
made of old wrecks in the area of ZD 169058 and ZD 1 51054  Out were confirmed 
as previous crashes. During the morning hours, attention was focused in the 
area of the coast and low lands where the Playtex was Last reported. The 
high areas were obscured by low clouds. At 1130 local Xing 21 was diverted 
from the mission to cover the omit due to another SAR in progress. Upon 
returning around 1300 local we were informed by Sailfish 18 (101st Airborne 
Cmd Post) that the Army had called off the search for the day AA the weather 
was too bad. During the afternoon, three aircraft were used to continue the 
search and the area was expanded to include the sea. Several it 	were 
found floating off shore but could not be readily identified as being on 
board the aircraft. They consisted of 6 - 7 boxes of *Booster Bomb Nose* 
M-148. Let 2020, and numerous cans about 10-15* long and 5-8k in diameter. 
These were suspected to be contents of the Oakes as several had broken. 
These were located on the 090 radial for 18 miles from Hue Tacan. A piece 
of plywood about 6 1 x6' was discovered about 2 miles further out and several 
pieces of white styrofeam and a piece of cloth about the 26 mile area on the 
087 radial. The ship- P ECAN was vectored to the areas of deeris but nothing 
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TSGT Kenneth G. Spiegel 
TSGT Johnny b. Mullins 
TSGT Agar L. Trout Jr. 
Capt Thomas T. Ishii Jr. 
SSGT Rosco Williams 
Col Lewis Smith 

Ii 

CONFIDENTIAL 
could be identified. Jolly Green recovered one box of Booster Bomb Nose 
H-148 for later identification. King 21 departed the area at 1615 local 
due to lack of fuel. The weather in the search area remained 500 to 1000 ft 
overcast with 3-4 miles visibility - lower in rain showers, and moderate 
to severe turtulance was encountered in mountainous areas. 

King 21 Crewmembers 

AC/AMC Lt Co). dgar C. Benson Jr. 
CP 	lLt James F. May 

Gapt Joel F. Hancock 
Maj James J. Kelly 

HO 	MSGT Thomas R. Kimbrell 
RO 	TSGT Lester L. Ruark 
FE 	MSGT Sidney A. Presley 

Other Resources Used 

Smokey 26 
	

6 U1-i1H's (Army) 
	

Ships  
Helix 15 
Jolly Green 72/21 (AM) 65/67 (PM) 

	
PrL'AN 

Flatboat 33 (2 Gunships) 

.--. 	

Ad- e. od,.....04, A 
.Azi C. BENSON, Lt Col., USAF 
Aircraft/Airborne Mission Commander 
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(6) ;SURVAVAL 	 ARMY.t4S1.ANDARU 
( 7) -.4„.AST,..KNOwN 	 1.07-b3E 

ts., ACTIONS TAKEN: 
(1) LONTROLLING . AGLNLyA:OL-A. 3ARROP. NOTIFIED AT 280850Z 

NOVEMtiLR.171,-tlY DANANG TOwER THAT -TA : PLAYTEX .6d8 HAD NOT 
• 

PAGE THREE RUMUJNAU540 -C 0 NFIDENTIAL 
AKRPEAMIkialtVIY.ClAtt.A.:V517.-114$,_ 

(2) FOLLOWING -SAH+ORCES ALERTEW, 
,9,,,ARRS:.,AT,29/0(1014 . NOV-71. 

37-AHRSAA1.2910001‘ NOV 
- 1C11015T-ABN1iIV . ATc29/0002Z -NOV 71 
(U) 20 TASS A7,29/0003.4 NOV 71 

(3) FOLLOWING SAk FORCES WERE . LAUNCHLD OR DIVERTED: 
(A) 59 ARRS Al 29/0047Z 1 HC-160. 
(d)37-AHRS.AT 29/U1Obt 4 HH-54 
(C) 101 AB N UIV AT 29/01052 2 0-2 

F. FUTURE -PLANS: 
61) PLAN .10SEARCHCOASTAL AREAS AND LANU AREAS AT FIRST ,  
FT DEPENDING ON-WLAIHER. 
1 2) SAR F-ORCES FUR 30,NOV 1971. 

(A) 39ARKSu - 1 - HC-130P 
(t.) 20 TASS 	3 	oV •-10 
(C) 101AliN DIN - UNKNOWN- UH-1H/LOCH•b 
(D) 1 LAV 1i11 - UNKNOWN - UH-1H/LOCHIS 
(L) US -NAVY - UNKNOWN - UNKNOWN 
(F) VN NAVY_7 UNKNOwN - UNKNOwN 

PAGE FOUR KUMUJNA034bCONFIDLNTIAL 

	

A KNS wr,7- 	HH-b3 =- 
G. SUMMARY OF SAH ACTiONS: 
1. ON 28-NOV 	THERE WAS ,A COMMUNICATION CHECK ON OVER- 

	

DUE CH•••,4.7;$ 1-4-.44 Ttk 	FIRST - ,L/GHT., 	‘.NOV„ 71 _XING 21 
ARRIVELLIN AREA TO BE Al-it.. LU1ST ABIJ DI V HROVIOLD HELl- 
COe,TER -COVERAGE rOiv rTHE,IRUEittAvAika ;LAU 42) HH-53 1 S FROM 37 ARRSti 

	

elhiMaTirl Pk:SLAW:It T461.  	 viwep1Ea -COAST. -  WEATHER IN - -- 
MOSAD,;OF,JHE , ARUA Ab OUFAET?,IOVk;HCAST wI1H 1000FT 
wATEt.i.,ARA.S.M.AuabOoLIACI)VERAGE- AND,: SEVERAL; ITEMS HAVE BEEN - 

- IMMEDIATE , 
3.43 LAY 19( .1 
Id.22.b3Z 

FR : AESC 

****************************** 

i , r 	 lifL 

riV. fli.-.1i7:24N 	A L 	* 
•'. 

************-****************** 
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- IMMLUIATt 	 ******************* ,4***( s 
34 3 DAY 19/1 
'0.58.44Z 	OWELar  AL 	* 

:. 	I A L., 	* 
ASt, 0 00.5652 	* 	 A,  .._ 
FHONI; AESC  

. . 

IndiVidUAL  
Caltaatea I  

scat Mine 
 and Date 2  

OTICZYUw RIJMUJ4A03b1 3341015-CCCC-:RyC1. 
ZNY CCLCC 	 • 
0 301010Z NOV 71 
FM O-A/ARP SuN WA AB RvN 
ru RUEFHUA/CSAF/AFXOTzb 
RUHHA6A/PALAF/HILKHAM AFd HI/uott 

F4414444411".7446MMIr45S474 	 1  2.77  N 0 RUCLAAA/ 
.59rImasiMpc/MAOCtv 
RUMMRSA/7AF TAN SON NHUT AFLU RvN/CC/00/000/IN noocT/,9p---, 
RUHHALIA/41Aktici LONTROL CENTER O0C HICKHAM AFB HI 
RUHHBOA/CINPAC/CL 	 Cp, 
RUMOMJA/1015T 	UIV CAMP EAULt RyN 
RHMSMVA/MALV SAIbON RVN 

/a d  

RUEKAAA/AFt0C FT RITCHlt MU 
RumFRbArCT)- /7 

	. 

RUHGOSA/CTt, /7.0 
RUMFTGT/CTU /0.8.9 
RUMO4AA/39 AHRS LOM RAHN BAY AB RN 
RUMMRSA/COmNAV 4b SAIGON 
RUMMRSA/3AHRL7P TAN SON NHUT AFLL VN/JRCC 

APJJMUJUA/37ARRS UANANU AU RVN 
Classif Jed by 	.3. 

SUBJECT TO GENENL1, 	3I)7 

PAGE TWO RUMUJNA 0361 C 0 N.F IUEN 	I A 1.6AUT°:42I CitiLerit EX6"GY D°111;.111AE  f)Rpr:i;13.:r  
RUMOSHA/OL-11/3ARRGP UUORN RTAFEI THAILAND 	YEAR nrigv,4M 	,

}112 

RUOTFJA/USAFmPC/RANWILPH AF8 TEX/uPmCS  
RUMORKA/56SOw U00 NAKHON PHANOM RTAFti .THAILAND 
BT 

— 
CONFIDENTIALAJOPMEP JAFFY/DL-A, -UHRGP/RESCut A-3-03b/1000C 30 NOV 71, 
1:RE5CULA'ROGRESS•44k.FORt. N;1; 	 • 

MISSION NUMISERVA"..4-0-3trtOWCZ,Z724-1,N414anro' 
3. ,iSLTIVATION4CHA10414cOp3ER,TOL.L.465,06wANti PRtSDKu DowN. bETWEEN 

. .PtikkitA•LPFFSSIkiLt:Arkiltikz .404Th CHINA 6e:A 
C...PERSONNLLINFOPIa4 40PinW 
t21 SAR ObJECTIliti'FLATTLi ti66# kiAsMQVBELN LOCATED AT THIS .rift. 

• 11. FOING ACTIVITY:FOR 29 NOV 71 ENu14o LAST L1(2HT. 
(1) 101AON ON am 3 SORTIES FOR 12.1 .  HOURS. 
121 -37ARNSO -44 —SORTIES.ifOR I444!:HOURS. 

- (3) 39ARH5U ... 1 SORTIE, FOR 9,7 HUURS. 

4... 4MMEDIAM 	 ****************************** 
344 RAY 1971 	* 	 * 
10.58.44Z 	 * C  F.,,,,Q0•114:06 tak ii.  i  I A L. 	* 

003802 I. i 11.41 
 

IL)14; AESC 	 ***** 	 t 	** 
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****** 

* C 
41 E N T 

*************************** 

IMME U IATt 
	 * ******** ****************** 

A- 3tO3B 
7/ 

.10.56.442 	 [R101 /ri\III L  
344 DAY 19/1 

mS6 # 003o02 	 * 
'Rom; ALSC  

F.FUTURE Ps_ANS: tlINPLAN To CONTINut THE -StARCH - OrTHt LAND ROuTE . 
AiLlwELN UANANG TO HUt wIIM ARMy HELICOPTERS AND A OvEk wATtR stARCH 
UTILUINb Hho3 HtLICOPTtRS AND NAVY SHIPS AS SOON AS wEATHER PLRMITS. . 	. 
(z) EAR FoRCES FUR 1 utC 71. 	- • 

:PAGE THREE RUmUJNA0301C0NFIUENT/AL ..  
A)...394IRRS61.1- 1 	HC130P 

TOS).37 ARRSw - 2 HP1b3 
101:AbN 	 UH1H/LOCH 

V4p4 1ST'CAV UIV:- 2-'4 -0-111-1/LOCH' 
44 1,4UMMARy OF SAK ACTIONS: (1). ,AjAt4RSTyLI.GHT,pRIDkTO LAUNCH- . 
1.4t14, - :*EATHL4.01Ects WAS MADE AT.UANANEHUEYPHUmiiitelAND THE RESCUE 
Aki4got iTHEZt.ILINGS.AND.VISIbILLTILS AT .LAUNCHAOSE$ WERE .1340w 

THE WEATHER IN THE SEARCH AREAS - NEVER IMPROVED ENOUtiM 
LQMOt THE DAY TO PERMIT ANY TYPE OF 'FLYING. THE WINDS OVER 

§ERCFp 1 A10EA OvtR THE SOUTH CHINA SEA LRLATEU HIGH SEAS, WhITE 
01 NG M157S0 AS To AEpOCE VISIIIILITY TO ALMOST ZERO 

(At AR SuRFACSEARCH,-StA SURFACE- CoNDITIONS_WEREeREPuRTED 
AA 	N.401 VO44;SHIPs ON ScENE;THE LOxiiECT -,CAIA-SIOH'0 THE 
ep..4  WiLO AIX RAP-T IS PLAYTEX alb.' 

137 
anbl 

- iMMEUIATL 
344 QAT 1971 
AW48.44Z‘ 
MSG # .0036D2. 
FROM; AESC 
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****************4************* 

MINI! 

- ImmEDIATE 
335 gAY 1971 
11.04.05Z 
MSG U  01/443 
FROM: AESC 

.........,.............( 
n 	 * 

* 

41a1/Uw RumUJNA0017  3351020-CcCC--RUCIMAA. 
Zpa-41444X..-__ 
0 010945Z .)EC 71 
Fm oL-A 3 ARRGP SON IRA AB RVN 
TO RUEFHOA/CSAF/AFxOTZB 
RuHHABA/PACAF HICKHAm AFB HI/DOH 
RUCIMAA/N5_AaaaaQttlTf)_ZO;TrAt'..B_j_ 
ITI EAAA/HG1 USAF A 	 u AL 

RummRSA/7AF TAN SON NHUT AFL° RvN/CC/D0/000/IN/DOCT/OP 
RuHHABA/41ARRwG/CoNTROL CENTER DoC/HICKHAM AFB HI 
RUHHHQA/CINcPAC/CC 
RUMumJA/10IST ABN DIV DAMP EAGLE RVN 
RHMsmVA/MACv SAIGON RvN 
RUEKAAA/AFEOC FT RITCHIE MD 
RUMPRBA/CTF 77 
RUHGOSA/CTG 77.0 
RUmFSBB/Cwi 70,8.9 
RUMOJAA/39ARRS CAM RAHN HAY AB RyN 
RUMmRSA/3ARRGP TAN SON NHuT AFLD RVN/JRCC. 

-Llassitinaby RUM0OKA/ComNAv 48 sAIGON 

PAGE 2 RUMUJNA0017..C-4-N-F-4-0-E-
RUMOSRA/OL-B 3ARRGP UDORN RTAFB THAILAND 
RUWTFjA/USAFMPC RANDOLPH AFB TEX/DPMCs 
RUMOREA/54SOW/DOO/NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB THAILAND 
BT 

JIFFy/OL-A, 3ARRGP/RESCUE A-3-038/ 
locyn 1 DEC 71, 
1. RESCUE PROGRESS REPORT NBR: 2 
2. MISSION NUMBER: A-3-038 - 004; 29 NOV 71. 
3. SITUATION: A CH-4T HELICOPTER IS MISSING AND PRESUMED DOWN 
'BETWEEN DANANG'AND UEEPHU BA!. POSSIBLY IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA. 
C. PERSONNEL - INFO: 

41.1 33 PERSONS . ENVOLVED.; 
:(2) PLAYTEX 566 HAS-NOT BEEN LOCATED AT THIS TIME. 

D. PLYING ACTIVITY: FOR 01 DEC AND ENDING LAST LIGHT. 
.(1) 101 ABN DIV - 1 SoRTy FOR 1:2 HRS. 
.12) 37 ARRSo - 4 SORTIES FOR 

- IMMEDIATE 
335 BAY 1971 
11. 09. 
MSG U:011643 
FROM;AESC 

RUMWBA/37ARRS DANANG AB RVN 	 MC? TO GENERAL DECLAssurauros. 
SCUEDULE O'F E,X.Z4C;:"TIVE ORDICR 11652 
AUTOMAT' CALLY DC:NN-GRI,LED AT TWO 
YEAR INTERVALS 

2yED ON 	 Z)"/  

SUS 

individual 3(i) 
0 ,,ntacted 

/Jocaiv-we pet 	' 
and 	1 
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- IMMEDIATE 
3.55 DAY 1971 
11.04.05Z 
MSG w 011643 
FROM: AESC 

***********4****************** 

* C 	 .4) lett LAIi !Vd LI* 

****************************** c7272_ 
E. FUTURE PLANS: 

(1) PLAN TO CONTINUE THE SEARCH OF THE LAND ROUTE BETWEEN 
DANANGE TO HUE WITH ARMY HELICOPTERS AND AN OVER WATER SEARCH 
UTILIZING HH-53S HELICOPTERS AND NAVY SHIPS AS SOON AS THE 

PAGE 3 RUMUJNA0017C0NFI0EN1IAL 
WEATHER 
42) SAR FORCES FOR 2 DEC 1971 

(A) 39 ARRSO 1 -7; HC-130P 
413) .37 ARRS0 - 2 - HH-53 
(C) 101 MIN DIV - 4 TO -6 0H-1H/LOCHS 
(D) 1ST CAV DIV - 2 TO -4 - UH1H/LOCHS 

SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS: 
(I) AT FIRST LIGRT PRIOR TO LAUNCH TIME A WEATHER CHECK WAS 
MADE AT DANANG, HUE/PHU BAI AND THE SEARCH AREA. HUE WAS BELOW 
MINIMUMS AND DANANG WAS BARELY ABOVE. TWO JOLLY GREENS FLEW IN 
THE MORNING ON A FRAGGED MISSION NEAR THE SEARCH AREA. RETURNING 
FROM THAT MISSION THEY FLEW BY THE SEARCH AREA AND (WITH 200 TO 
300 FOOT CEILINGS) SPOTTED SOME 'GREEN' WRECKAGE ON A BEACH, 
THEY WERE AT BINGO FUEL. SO  TOOK PICTURES OF WREKAGE AND RETURNED 
TO DANANG. AGTER REFUELING THEY TOOK OFF AGAIN TO RE-INVESTIGATE 
THE WRECKAGE AND ONE HUEY FROM HUE/PHU BA! JOINED THEM. THE 
WRECKAGE WAS CONFIRMED BY THE HUEY AS NOT CH-47. LATER, FLYING 
UR THE BEACH THE HUEY LANDED IN SEVERAL PLACES AND DID PICKUP 
MORE opions. IT WAS JUDGED LATER NOT TO BE FROM A CH-47 ALSO, 
SgCAUSE OF LIMITED WEATHER THE JOLLY GREENS RETURNED THEN TO 

PAGE 4 RUMUJNA0017,..C_O-A1--C---4-0-4......14-4-1--41 
DANANG, NO AIR REFUELINGS WERE ACCOMPLISHO. 

GP-4 
BT 
W0017 

- IMMEDIATE 
335 DAY 1971 
11:04.05Z 
MSG w 011643 
FROM: AESC  

****************k************* 
ik * .- 	. 
* 	C 0 N :r1 )) E N: T'771A i 	* 
* 	N. 	r. ; 	' 	! 	1 	' 	, 1 f . f rl 	* 
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37 ARRSQ HISTORY, 1 OCTOBER - 31 DECEMBER 1971 

high speed low altitude egress from the area was made and the air- 

craft recovered uneventfully at Bien Hoa AS. 

jn.1:i; 71 
Four days later Capt Griffith and crew were again scrambled 

from the Bien Hoa FOL. A VNAF UH-1F was reported down twenty miles 

northeast of Bien Hoa. A RASH FAC Briefed the Jollies on the 

situation while they proceeded to the area. An army hunter-killer 

team began preparing the area while the Jc11l ies readied their air= 

craft for the rescue attempt. The survivors were iccated in the 

trees at the edge of a large clearing. Immediately upon arrival 

they were advised that the area had been thoroughly prepared and 

were cleared in for the pickup. An autratative decent and power 

recovery to a landing was made in the immediate vcnity of the 

survivors who rapidly boarded through the crew entrance door. During 

the recovery, ground fire was reported north Df the LZ but was 

never confirmed by the crew. Egress was made from the area and 

seven survivors brought safely back to alen Hoa. 

On 25 November 71 Jolly Green 70 and 73 were scrambled out of 

the Bien Hoa FOL for a Navy CH-6 shot down nnety miles south with 

twenty -ore people on board. Major problems enccuntered enroute were 

navagatlon being hampered by low ceilings and poor visibility. As 

a resulc both aircraft, forced to fly at 1013-390 fee.t AG.!., were 

exp..sed. to enemy ground fire as they approached the down hel icopter. 

Kig advls€.d the Jol lies to withdraw t a safe holding point to 

await area preparation. Major Robert R. Sw.ench the Alpha Low AC 

on Jolly Green 70 was advised that Dustoff and Sea Wolf he] icopters 

had extracted seven Injured survivors and that his assistance would 

be required to pickup the remaining personnel. Jolly Green 70 

15 



37 ARRSQ HISTORY, 1 OCTOBER - 31 DECEMBER 1971 

rendezvoused with SEA Wolf helicopter and was briefed on the SAR 

situation. Approach and landing at the crass site were without 

incidents and fourteen survivors taken on board. The Jollies 

proceeded to Binh Thy to unload-the survivors and assess battle damage. 

hits nd Jolly Green 73 orre-, but the 

damage wasit critical and the return to Bien Hoa was begun. 

The weatner had deteriorated and both aircrtt were again forced 

to fly low. After transiting through a heavy rain shower Capt 

Richard L. Wall, Jolly Green 73 AC, lost all visual and radio 

contact with Jolly Green 70. A run through of all normal frequencies 

proved fruitless and Jolly Green 73 proceeded to Bien Hoa for 

fuel 

On the ground it was determined that Jolly Green 70 had crashed 

in the Son Nha Bhe River at the same position where visual contact 

had been lost. Several aircraft were already in the suspected SAR 

area and Jolly Green 73 launched to Join them. Despite poor 

weather Capt Wall and crew spotted a survivor, Pararescuemari AIC 

Richard L. Steed, on the r!ver bank and an Immediate pick-up was 

mare. The search was continued and It was teamed that a Navy 

hl icopter had rescued the Fl Ight Engineer, .Sgt Hanc L. Theriot, 

who had been taken to Vung Tau. Low fuel firl ly Forced Cant 

Wall to return to Bier, Hoa. Subsequent search and investigation 

revealed that Jolly Green 70 had been downed by  enemy ground fire. 

A lunch time scramble at the Ben Hoa FOL sent Capt Steven R. 

Tyler and crew heading for the heart of Cambodia to rescue a downed 

American A-37 pilot on 29 Nov. Enroute to the scene all applicable 

16 
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tJSAF 1j1icoptcr Crew Losses -Vietnam  WaiCompded by Jim Henthorn jhenthorn@?horne.com  USAF Helicopter crew Losses - Vetnam War 

Notes: at Lima Site 20, crashed on landing, hit ground, spun right, rolled down hill, flipped, burst into flames. 
Two flight engineers survived. 

Tail No.: 68-10366 Model: HH-53C Date of Loss: 25 Nov 71 Unit: 37th ARRS 
Country of Loss: Gia Dinh, SVN Call Sign: Jolly Green 70 

Pilot: Robert B. Swenck (02W-72) 
Co-Pilot: John W. George (02W-72) 
P.J.: Thomas D. Prose (02W-72) 
P.J,: James R. Thomas (02W-72) 

Notes: SAR mission, crashed Song Na River 

Tail No.: Model: UH-IN Date of Loss: 04 Dec 71 Unit: 201h sos, Ban Me Thuot 

Country of Loss: Gia Dinh, SVN Call Sign: Green Hornet 

Gunner: Thomas E. Fike (02W-84) 

Notes: Tim Fike was the last Hornet lost. If I remember right it was in Dec 7 1. It was his last mission before 
rotating home (it was to be a milk run out of Saigon and back). His crew was shot down as they were 
returning to Saigon. The pilot thought that they had seen a rocket launcher set up in a rice paddy. The went in 
low level to check it out (flying a slick), and a bad guy popped up and racked the bottom of the chopper. Tim 
Fike was killed, the other gunner (King) was seriously wounded and at least one of the pilots was wounded in 
the leg. From"Jim" (Official Squadron History does not have this information in files - History ends Sept 
1971) 

Tail No.: 68-10359 Model: HH-53C Date of Loss: 27 Mar 72 Unit: 40th ARRS 
Country of Loss: Cambodia Call Sign: Jolly Green 61 

Pilot: David E. Pannabecker (02W-120) 
Co-Pilot: Richard E. Dreher (02W-I 19) 
Flight Engineer: James Manor (02W-120) 
P.J.: Raymond J. Crow, Jr. (02W-I 19) 
P.J.: Raymond A. Wagner (02W-I20) 

Notes: crashed from unknown causes 

Tail No.: 68-10365 Model: HH-53C Date of Loss: 6 Apr 72 Unit: 37th ARRS 
Country of Loss: Quang Tn, SVN Call Sign: Jolly Green 67 

Pilot: Peter H. Chapman, II (02W-130) 
Co-Pilot: John H. Call, Ill (02W-130) 
Flight Engineer: Roy D. Prater (02W- 13 1) 
P.J.: Allen J. Avery (02W-130) 
P.J.: William R. Pearson (02W-132) 

Jim Henthorn Page 15 07/11/2000 



Page 1 of  

Robert LaPointe 

From: "Lori" <cbaldea@mr, ,mediaone.net> 
To: "LaPointe" <rlapointe@gci.net> 
Sent: Saturday, May 06, 2000 12:25 PM 
Attach: chuck & rnejpg 
Subject: Fw: Hi 

Bob, Heres some stuff on missions you asked for. Picture is after I 2nov71 
mission; Pilots- Griffith& Sartori; PJ's- Nardi& Aldean; not pictured 
FE-Garcia. 

8Nov71 mission in Cambodia Nardi & I both remember we were 
expecting Americans. When they broke tree line, were Viet's wearing combo 
good guy-bad guy uniforms & were all carrying AK's. Came in ramp by Nardi. 
1 Ic kept close watch on em because we still weren't sure who they were, & 1 
layed down covering fire with mini on way out, They were off loaded pretty 
hush hush at Bien Hoa. We were told later they were a 'road watch' team of 
repatriated bad guys. 

24May7 I Your mission report covers it pretty well. 

29Nov71 Cambodia If you remember being at Bien 1-ba shortly 
after Jim Thomas's bird went down, the unidentified picture of pilot on 
your web site could have been this guy. Was burned, & I dressed his arm & 
cleaned up his face a little. 

25Nov71 Nardi & I hi bird. Thomas, Prose, Steeds lo bird 
made succesful pickup. Both took hits on way in. Stopped at small army base 
to check for damage & had quick Thanksgiving Turkey. [Was Thanksgiving Day] 
On way back to Bien Hoa weather real bad. They went down. We returned & 
couldnt see anyone in water. I went in river but very strong current & poor 
visibility & couldnt locate for sure where wreckage was. Also put me down on 
shore but again unable to locate survivors. Short time later we did pick up 
Steed who apparently had been taken to different location on shore by Viet 
fisherman. Keep up good work. See you in Sept thanks Charlie Aldean 

Original Message  
From: <Genonardi@aol.com> 
To: <cbaldca@nm.nicdiaone.net> 
Sent: Monday, April 24, 2000 3:40 PM 
Subject: Hi 

> I Icre is the picture you asked about 
> 

5/6/00 



37th ARRS 1972 Yearbook Page 1 of I 

377th ARRS 
Morij1 Service 

North Hs.r, D&Namg Airfield 
R.mb1jc of Yietiau 

1530 Uo%u,. 

ORDER OF SRIC  

*PrSACMISLLios Qf 11010ra Co1w Guaxd 

* A. I A*, Vlthwt One 1"1e&' 

• Iio*tioa C&p1*iz earl T. Raiiins, 

Responsive Re1ig "The Cbri.tinRepo" 

* Erym 1671he Strife i. O'ery  The Battle Doe 

Scripture Rewiig TSgt a..ruowI Gore 

Tribute Iat, colonel Willi E&rzie 

* 'Pbe Air 1porce Hymn" 

e.&ieticn Ch&pl&ik% Thomas P. Keame  

** * I * * 4 * * * * ** * * * ** * * * 4 * 4 * * 

Plea... 8ta..d 

LNI' BA ( - K IIINDIA 

tilc:/!G:\m2.hlrnl 6I4/99 
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NIJCR ROB-'4W B 31AIR701 7. A4r-r..ft Cpa,der - Killed JA ac 4 to* 
25 oeber 1971.  Major Sweack waa born on IZ Karh  1933  it 
L.uiav111, K*tuoky He attetded. Grade aad Eii 5ohool at 
Okaiou School it Loiil1e. Fie was i grad-.ate of W&itep 
I~Rntuc,lq' State College ..*d  was Cominsioned i.  1956  thro'ub 
the Beere Officer Tr&niu Gp rOgL. Majut Swetck 
a.ine1 hJ.0 pilot in Juy f I97 MarSwe*ckta 

d.scoratio* ii1d* the ilwer 2t.ar, the 1)1tnguish P].yi* 
Cross with I OLC the llrnaal a Medalq  the Air Medal with B 0L 
and the Air Pore Cocmedttioi Medal. This was Major Sweltcklz  
;ecnd coi*1*i tour in Ie served it SEA Wevloaslyo  
flying the They Crunship, lie. Is euxviired t)r h!.a wife Dort& 
and 3 daughters, who rezi-e at 9509 Piwoo<1 Rod Sainviii 
Ketuaky 40291, 
4444*4* *******#** - ##44****#*.** 
cPMIN, JcJTi W GKORGE - Copilot Killed iu actiou 25 
Novr 4.97i, Captain George was borR on 10 June 19,15 ia 
Do'rer Teeszae. He attenc'ed Big liock ElementiLry School it 
-Big Fook, Tenegsee and 3evat County fl iet School, in Dover. 

R grdu.te of the U*iv.sity of Trniessee it Xnoriiile 
d was coi8eoed in 1967 trough the Reserve Officer 

rai1LirJ,g Carps Program • aptaiu George eer*ed hIs pilot's 
wines in Fetru&rj 1,969 aI this *a hie first tout' in S. He 
18 mrarvived by his it Kr and Mrs Ray Goorgeg  his wite 
Elizabeth ax'id 1 d&ug1ver, who ea1de at P.O. Box 66 Big Rock 
Tenfleee 37023- 
* * * 4 * * 4 4 4 * 4 * 4 4 4 * * 4 * 4 * * * * * * * * 4 4 * * 
AIG T9014A D POSE - Pt esceu Kiasixg is ac vioi si&oe 
25 Ncve.bex 197], Liraa Pro.t was bora 0* 9 kprfl.  1951  it 
Spriagfieldp flLtaois He (r tu.ae. from Girard illgi. &hooi 
in 1xa.rd, flhiaoi *itd ateic1ed LI*ooi.. Cwi1ty ColLege it 
Spthagfib1d Liriu.a Prose entered Basic Trid*isg at Laok1id 
AIB ir, Maih 1970.  His clecora.tiois include the Air Me&1 with 
I OLG, He is survived by blip Father g  Lawrice Z Pro** ,.a4 five 
broth*rs 'whn reaide Att B1# 2 (jr1Td9  LJ1.i*ois 62640 a*d hia 
Motherp Mrs. JaCqUOUAA L. ley. 
* * a- * -i- a- - * * * * * * * + * * * * e * a- *-* * * * . * 
St JAMS' R TilORAS Paareacu.enaj. i.iag in action 1nci 

25 Noeber 1971. SSg Ph&m was bora on 5 July  1943  is 
Ma=i&ima,  florida. tie attended gr.4e school d High Shoo. 
in ?lorida eM entered Basic Traiuize at Lackiand £B it 
Aug'.iat 196 SSgt Thomas's dsocrations,  inc]ud* the Air Mds.i 
'with ). CI.0 and the Air Yorce CosgeaIatioa Kedal vith 2 OW,  
Eli wifeJu].ja and 2 daughter reside at 40 11erry Ci.c1e 
N,W.,, Fort Wa1tm Beach, Florldx,  

NEXT 

file://G:n13.htnil 6/14/99 
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Synopsis Page I of 1 

7V&r &A#aa( O Vaq 
On November 25. 1971 (Thanksgiving Day), while on a TDY assignment, he was on a 
rescue mission with live other crew members which successluily retrieved 13 soldiers 
whose helicopter had been shot dawn. The chopper. a HH-53C (Jolly Green 70j. took 
ground uiro during the rescue. The crow stopped at a forward base camp to make SuiC the 
chopper was safe to fly, The soldiers got off at that time, My dad and the crew of the dolly 
Green 70 were offered Turkey sandwiches before their flight to their home base at Bien 
Hoa. They ate their sanciwiches, inspected their chopper and headed home. 

They encountered a heavy rain storm on the flight back, when the chopper,  took more fire 
and the pilot was hit. It began a slow, controlled descent and impacted in the Nha Be River. 
Once it hit the water it did a severe end over flip, and the chopper sank immediately. Three 
men, Capt. John W. George. Maj. Robert B. Swenck, and Al  Thomas D. Prose were killed 
immediately. There were two survivors, tie flight engineer and a third Pararescueman. My 
father was never recovered. There was a fisherman who said that he saw three white 
skinned survivors: two were holding on to the tail of the plane and the other man was by the 
floating cockpit. He mentioned that one cf the men was wearing a T-shirt. According to 
statements and records, my dad was the only one that day in a T-shirt when the chopper 
went down. The fisherman helped the third Pararescueman into his boat, then they went for 
the other men by the tail section. They were unable to locate anyone. As it turned out. the 
flight engineer had swam to shore and hid himself for about an hour until he heard the 
sweet sounds of a Huey Helicopter. You see. there were hostiles in the area arid one side of 
the bank was friendly but the other was not. The search continued over the next live days to 
no avail, my dad has never been found, They tried to raise the wreckage once. but the cable 
broke and the chopper sank into an even deeDer. tougher part of the river. They have never 
made a second attempt to my families knowledge. 

http://members. aol. corniberly  100/Synopsis. html 6/16199 
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Not Jim! Page 5 of 5 

1/18/98 

Pa rat rescue men Technical Sergeant James R. Thomas and A irman First ('lass Thomas D. Prose 
were lost, along ii, ith the pilots returning from at mission on 25 \i'' ember 1971.  Pararescueman 
Rich Steed and Flight Evigineer lheriqtix sun icd. The cre had rescued I lie cre of au army 
Chinook helicopter in the Delta. and were returning when their IIH-3 Super .Jolly Green 
Giant helicopter as hit, the pilots killed, and it crashed in the Na Be River. 

Jim Thomas' third grandson, James, %%as horn in January of 1997 to Mrs. Kimherl Thomas-
Bowles. Jim as survi ed by his iiife,.Julie and his two daughters. Kimberly and Lisa. Lisa as 
instrumental in helping .Julie through some %ery rough times. Julie adopted anoiher daughter 
in 1980 named Symphony, for whom Jim has always been "Daddy Jim." According to Lisa. 
"Svmphon is onI 18 so '%%e on'1 let her ha v kids e(. I-Ia Hat. 11 Lisa's 1%% o sons are (.1 
(Christopher .lanics). age 4 currently, and Ryan. a 2 year old. These kids are "the lights of our 
lives. and I kno, s ould he of .Jim's." acc0rdi02 to .1 uilic. 

The crc s from the 37th ARRSq on I lie irti(IenliaI Unit Citation, Outstandiii I nit 
Citation, and had over 613 "sax es," or li es cd from its crews efforts. Jim liii onas had a 

number of those saves credited to him. 

The motto of the Aerospace Rescue and Reco%crN Service is: 

"These things we do. That Others May Live. 

ei)mastcr. John C. Ratliff  

©1998 John C. Radhll 

Revised 1/20/98 

littmn:// w .sorconi.corn/—searatl.J im. hi iii I 

contact searat(asoreom.com  

http://www.sorcom.com/-searatJJim.htm1 3/13/99 
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Not Jim! 

In Honor of Jim Thomas 

M rs. Julie Ihomas wrote our ('ara rescue Association one da 

Asking if any of us had information about her husband she could gather. 

I had slides from iny experiences far  maN 

In a place called Vietnam where tie was lost in a ri er's s%ater. 

I looked at un slides to see 

And tl)IIIHI OIIC itli IJiC uiauiic tag of ''.JamC Ilwma." 

But I asn't sure, for with ms nivinor 

After over tnent sears it as a guess. 

So I CftpIC(1 the slide, 

And sent her the picture, along n ith another. 

I had In cohifi(le 

That I did not kum K it was him, or some oilier. 

But it matched. 

She rote hack and told me that the person was her husband ii ho lia(I died. 

But she couldn't have watched 

\ h reaction to her teller--I cried! 

For at last, over tn cntv vears thereafter. 

I had learned the late of a beloved Pararescuetnan. 

http://www.sorcom.com/—searat/Jim.html 3/13/99 
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\ man who had died in the service of others who matter 

More to him than his own Ii ic but this %s asn' I his plan. 

As I read the letter, I said. 

"Not him. Not .Jim!" 

And shed some more tears as I laid 

the letter (low n to coin imc niN I lioughts from that ii mc. 

Jim was a lainil man. pos ial and merr' 

The kind of gti who let others know 

Just how uitich he could Carr 

With an altitude which aIssa s said. (,o!" 

A big man. wit ii a smile which shined, 

. slap on I lie hack, 

Encouragement when he grinned, 

Which was oflen. even when we were doss n and in the sack. 

Jim Thomas was lost when his pi lots were shot 

and the helicopter headed for a gent Ic crash in a Vietnam rk cr. 

Sonic surs ived the crash. perhaps even Jim, but he was not 

later recos cred. and was lost lores cr. 

For one riser side ssas fricndl. 

11w other 

The enems. 

And for this he and his familN had to suffer. 

Jim was a Pararescucinaji, 

One who had earlier that day 

http://www.sorcom.com/—searat/Jim.htmi 3/13/99 
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Distinguished himself along ith his fellow crewmen 

By rescuing 1ello Americans from uuein lire in a extraordinary %%ay. 

The look inan a hit. 

But were SLJCCCSSIIiI with those they rescued. 

The ride back to base n as supposed to fit 

A peaceful, relaxed journey, for the were tired. 

But it wasn't to he, 

And they n crc lost. 

And non, so man ears later I had a ke 

lo some of Jim's life in the pictures front the past. 

I enlarged those pictures and sent I hem on 

Not knon ing [ton they. or niN letter n 0111(1 he receii ed. 

But the response after many a dan ii 

Was more than I could hase conceiyed. 

kimbcrl. Jim's daughter n rote back, 

Telling me that mv photograph was the one 

That had accompanied her n hen she too was on her hack 

Giving birth to her first child. .Pim's third grandson. 

She said in her way, 

"it helped mc tremendously 

kimowi ii!. that a little part of my Dad was there that da ." 

iid again tears came to m eyes 8tI(haciOiiSl 

I had one other photograph. 

Which on h sli on ud lint's bum from behind: 

http://www.sorconi.coiii/—searat/Jim.htm1 3/13/99 
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'lI Ihat can be recognized of him, almost his autograph 

Was his "Thumbs Up!" sign. 

I (I all N uu out t  here seeking heroes. 

Look no further than Jim Thomas. 

Who like aus of US "others" 

a it in a it c ii isli to be "as good as." 

iid hunk at his attitude's signature. 

Observe the pusii lvi, in life. 

One other of Jim's traits should  become sour feature. 

That caring is more important than strife. 

•lohn C. Ratliff 

http://www.sorcom.com/—searat!Ji ni html 3/13/99 
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Letters 
To Dad 

Findings From Our Recent Trip 
To Washington, DC 

On June 15th, 1998, my family  made a trip to Washington., DC for the 
purpose of meeting with Casualty control, the DoD, JTF-FA, DPMO 
and other organization regarding my fathers case. 
What we have learned, I want to share with you. Please write your 
Congressmen, Senators, Governors and anyone else you think may be 
able to help us!!! Time is running out on my dad's case. The following 
are quotes from different letters that we have received. However they 
are written VER BATUM and at your request, I will be more than 
happy to forward them to you for your own personal review. 
This first letter, comes from the JTF-FA (Joint Task Force- Full 
Accounting). 

Special note: Some time in July, the JTF-FA will be meeting to 
decide on some cases for possible re-evaluation. My dad's case i 
supposed to be brought up during this meeting. Please write the 
JTF-FA and let them know that you care and that they should at 
the very least investigate the possible grave site mentioned below. 

The address for the JTF-FA is: 
CDR JTF-FA 
BOX 64044 

CAMP HMSMITH, HAWAII 96861-4044 
Narrative 

"On 25 November, 1971, Staff Sergeant fames R. Thomas was a 
crew member aboard a HH-53 Helicopter (serial number 68- 

10366) returning to base after completing its rescue mission. The 
aircraft encountered heave' rain showers and crashed in the son 

N/ia Be in the vicinity of grid coordinates X953 730, 
approximately 9 kilometers south-southeast of N/ia Be, Ho (hi 
Minh city Municipality Two crew members survived the crash 
and were rescued. Rescue operations resulted in the recovery of 
the bodies of three other crew members. Staff Sergeant Thomas 
was not located. A vietnamese fisherman who participated in the 

rescue operations reported observing three Americans in the 
river, two of whom were rescued. The third america,, was 

reported to be wearing a Tee-shirt and was not accounted for. 
One of the survivors reported Staff Sergeant Thomas was 

wearing a Tee-shirt at the time of the crash ' 

This second correspondence, comes from the l)ol) (Department of 

http://members.aol.com/KNTBI/findings.html 6/16/99 
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Defense) dated July 3, 1997. I am writing this specifically for the intent 
of a narrative that was given to our government by a vietnamese 
fisherman. Please note the above ORIGINAL grid coordinates and (ht 
one listed in this narrative. 

Narrative 
"A source, (183-032, April /983), reported that in May 1975 a 

body of an alleged US serviceman floated by his fishing position 
in the vicinity of X5950805. The source claimed he buried the 
body on the bank because it was bad luckforfisliiizg if he had 

not done so. the source stated that he did,, 'r think the body came 
from the helicopter wreck because it had floated downstream pas 
the wreckage. while the location near N/ia Be is consistent with 
this case, the details of it floating downstream and the tiinefrani 

do not match the details of this case". 

Even though the years on this case do not match, if you disregard that, 
the coordinates are very close to where the helicopter my dad was in 
sank after an attempt to tow it UPSTREAM to a naval base out of Nha 
Be. Even the gentleman I spoke to who was a representative of the 
JTF-FA could not explain to my family why they deemed this non 
relevant to my father's case. 

This last letter comes from Mr. James Wold, Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Defense (POW/MIA Affairs) 
"Unfortunately, our analysis has identified some cases where all 
available evidence indicates there is no reasonable expectiuioi 
that identifiable remains will ever be recovered. This is true in 
the case of Technical Sergeant James R. Thomas, United Slates 
Air Force, REFNO 1780". 

"Given the circumstances of the loss and the/act that his 
remains were not recovered at the time, we have concluded that 
your husbandc remains are not recoverable". 
Not recoverable, that's what Mr. Wold thinks. Funny that they only 
tried to recover his body ONE time after the original loss before 
coming to this wonderful conclusion. How can we find the Titanic but 
loose my dad's chopper after the original attempt to raise the 
wreckage? I'm sure if my father were Mr. Wold's son, more effort 
would have taken place. More than one search conducted, not so quiet 
to flush him down the proverbial governmental toilet!!!! 
Please write anyone you can think of. Let them know that mv dad 

http://members.aol.com/KNTB  l/findings.html 6/16/99 
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deserves better than to be casually written oil due to the governments 
laziness in not wanting to spend more money on possible sightings and 
grave sites!!! Look at the letters above. On a map the body that the 
fisherman buried is indeed RELEVANT to my father's case. Please 
help me to make sure that our government investigates this report and 
this grave site!!! For if it is not my father, it is someone else's' son, 
brother, husband, father. 

Thank You!!!! 

The 
Rainbow 
Ribbon 

http://members.aol.com/KNTB  I /findings.htrnl 6/16/99 
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T/Sgt. James Richard Thomas was born on July 
05, 1943 in Marianna, Florida to Buford James and 
Daisy Erline Thomas. As a young child, he was sent 
to live in the Florida Baptist Children's Home in 
Lakeland, Florida. He remained there until the age 
of 16 (the age when they "kick" the children out into 
the world). During his teen years, he was a reckless 
and even danger seeking child. One way he looked 
for thrills was by swinging from a rope in front of 
cars traveling on the road just barely missing them. 
I is time in the Children's Home was something else 
entirely. Expected to wake long before dawn to walk 
a field to the place where the cows' were held for 
milking, the children were expected to get their daily 
chores done before the school bus picked them up. 

In August 1961, at the age of 18 and fresh out of High 
School he joined the United States Air Force. 

After basic training, he started his military career as a Reciprocating Engine Mechanic based 
at Hickam AFB, Hawaii for the 76th ARSq. 
While stationed at Hickam. he made friends with several men in his squadron who were with 
an elite group known as PARARESCUE. He admired their look., their commitment to saving 
others and upon re-enlistment in 1965, he was accepted into Pararescue Training. Over the 
next 17 months, he would learn the following: The Pararescue/Combat Control liidortrin.ition 
& ourse (10 ' eek'.). ( ' A rmy k1rhor"e Parachutist School (3 weeks). LS Arms Combat l)i ers 
School (4 weeks), I ' \a I. utJcrs ;atcr Egress Training (1 day). US Air Force Basic Survival 
School (2 weeks). IS Arni \liliiary Free fall Parachutist School (5 weeks), Special 
Operation.. Combat \ledic Course (22 weeks). Pararescue Recovery Specialist Course (20 
week..). 
The day he graduated from PJ school was one of the happiest days of his life. He was so proud 
to wear the Maroon Beret which signifies the Pararescuemen, he walked around base with a big 
smile on his face. 
He soon excelled in this field, and by 1968, he was an instructor at Eglin Air Force Base in Ft. 
Walton Beach, Florida. 
He was also a prime team member on the \ Apollo Launch Site Recovery Force for Apollo 
Missions 8, 9, 10, II, 12, 13 and 14. 

In March 1971, he left his wife and two daughters for duty in Vietnam. He was assigned to the 
37th ARRS out of Da Nang. 

-Click the Bracelet to read what happened to MV DAD— 

http://niembers.aol.com/BerlylOO/OurDad.htmi 10/4/98 
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On November 25, 1971 (Thanksgiving Day), while on a TD  assignment, he was on a rescue 
mission with five other crew members which successfully retrieved 13 soldiers whose helicopter 
had been shot down. The chopper, a HH-53C (Jolly Green 70), took groundfire during the 
rescue. The crew stopped at a forward base camp to make sure the chopper was safe to fly.  The 
soldiers got offal that time. My dad and the crew of the Jolly Green 70 were offered Turkey 
sandwiches before their flight to their home base at Bien Hoa. They ate their sandwiches, 
inspected their chopper and headed home. 

Thep encountered a heaiy rain storm on the flight back, when the chopper took more fire and the 
pilot was hit. It began a slow, controlled descent and impacted in the N/ta Be River. Once it liii the 
water it did a severe end over flip, and the chopper sank immediately. Three men, Capt John W. 
George, Maj. Robert B. Sweuck, and A I C Thomas D. Prase were killed immediately. There were 
two survivors, the flight engineer and a third Pararescueman. My father was never recovered 
There was a fisherman who said that he saw three white skinned survivors; two were holding on to 
the tail of the plane and the other man was by the floating cockpit He mentioned that one of the 
men was wearing a T-shirt. According to statements and records, my dad was the only one that 
day in a T-shirt when the chopper went down. The fisherman helped the third Pararescueman into 
his boat, then they went for the other men by the tail section. They were unable to locale anyone. 
As it turned out, the flight engineer had swam to shore and hid himseiffor about an hour until he 
heard the sweet sounds of a Huey Helicopter. You see, there were hostiles in the area and one side 
of the bank was friendly but the other was not. The search continued over the next five days to no 
avail, my dad has never been found They tried to raise the wreckage once, but the cable broke and 
the chopper sank into an even deeper, rougher part of the river. They have never made a second 
attempt to myfanultes knowledge. 

Pararescue has a code. It reads 115f01103ss: 

Ii is nir i/air as a Pararescueman to save a life and aid the 
injured. I will pertorni in,' assigned duties quickly and efficiently,  
placing these duties' before personal (lesires (111(1 comforts, these 
things / do. "Tin:! Others Mat'  Live. 

My father lived by this code and on that day he and the others on Jolly Green 70 gave all... "Thai 
Others May Live." 

Main Page 

http://members.aol.com/Berly  100/Synopsis. html 10/4/98 
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CONFIDENTIAL i 

DATE: 29 November 1971 

MISSION NJ)tb4: A-3--038  November 71 

AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION: King 21 

DISTRESSED kIRChJFTS: CH-47 - Playtex 866 

LOCATION: 1300-1000  Radial 10-15 Miles Hue Tacan 

SAV3: NON. 

CCia b7  
rEcT n 

3C!-DULE ::c: :T?. 11652 

YrAR I:- ':---  -. - 

At 0430, 29 Nov. 71, we were briefed by JacK that we would be diverted 
from the norl King 21 orbit to cover the search for an Army CH 47 - Ca]]. 
Sign - Playtex 866 that had been missing on a flight from Dart*ng to Hue Phu 
3ai. The last reported contact was at 0530Z 29 November on the 1300  radii]. 
of Hue )éD±h King 21 arrived in the area of the search at. 9730 local and =do 
contact with FLAN - a ship off the coast acting as on- scene cwnder. 
At that time there were no aircraft in the area due to bad weather conditions. 
Contact was made with Hue approach Control who confirmed the last call of 
Playtex 866. He reported on the 1300  radial of Hue N`Db at. 05302, said he 
was declaring an emergency and going Tactical I?h • There was no indication of 
the nature of the emergency. Contact was then de with Daasng VYR control 
to attempt to cietertuine the exact route of flight. They indicated that they 
did not have radio or voice contact with Playtex 666 at any time. The weather 
in the area at the time of last contact was reported to be 500 to 1000 over-
cast - visibility 3-4 silts and oath cielings and visibility lower in rain 
showers. Queen had a report tiat some fishermen observed a low flying 
helicopter pass over head about that time and he was heading out to see. 
This area was an about the 1000  radial of Hue 141) and on the coast. About 
0830 local, several Army helicopters 6) arrived in the area led by Sokey 
26 - a UHI H. A search area was set up and co-ordinated with 50k87 26 and 
each aircraft covered an area 10 kilometers square. Several sightings were 
made of old wrecks in the area of 2!) 169058 and ZD 151054  but we cclz.(irRed 
as previous crashes. During the morning hours, attention was focused in the 
area of the coast and low lands where the Playtex was last reported. The 
high areas were obscured by low clouds • At 1130  local King 21 was diverted 
from the mission to cover the oroit due to another SAIL in progress. Upon 
returning around 1300 local we were informed by Sailfish 18 (101st Airborne 
Cad Poet) that the Ary had called off the search for the day as the weather 
was too bad. During the afternoon, three aircraft were used to continue the 
search and the area was expanded to include the sea • Several itaiiiis were 
found floating off shore but could not oe readily identified as being on 
board the aircraft. They consisted of 6 7 boxes of Booster &b Mosel'  
14-148. Lo t 2020, and numerous cans about 10-15" long and 5_80  in diameter. 
These were suspected to be contents of the boxes as several had broken. 
These were located on the 090 radial for 18 ailes from Hue Tacan. A piece 
of plywood about 61 x6' was discovered about 2 miles further out and several 
pieces of white styrotau and a piece of cloth about the 26 wile area on the 
087 radial. The ship- ?AN was vectored to the areas of d.rls but nothing 
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CONFIDENTIAL  

could be identified. Jolly ,reen recovered one box of booster Bb Nose 
M-142 for later identification, King 21 departed the area at 1615 local 
due to lack of fuel. The weather in the search area rained 500 to 1000 ft 
overcast with 3-4 miles visibillty lower in rain showers, and moderate 
to severe turbulance was encountered in mountainous areas. 

AC/AMC 

King 21 Crewmers 

TSGT Kenneth G. Spiegel Lt Col rdgar C. Benson Jr. FL 
C? iLt Ja2e5 F. May LM TSGT Joriny B. Mullins 
N Capt Joel F. Hancock FL 

 
TSGT z4gar L. Trout Jr. 

N Maj JaLe3 J. Kelly Capt Thas T. Isb.ii Jr. 
hO MSGT Thos It. Kimbrell ItO S5GT Rosco Willia 
hO TSGT Lester L. ituark FS Cal Lewis Saith 
FE MSGT Sidney A. Presley 

Other Itesourc es Used  

Smokey 26 + 6 UH1FPs (Army) Ships  
Helix 15 
Jolly Green 72/21 (AM) 65/67 PM) P L AN 
Flatboat 33 (2 Gunships) 

iDAkt C. BENSON, Lt Col., USAF 
Aircraft/Airborne Mission Commander 

L)ecfsjfjcd af or 12 ye r. 
CONFIDENTIAL 







- IMMEDIATh - 

3)3 DAY-1971 
1.22.53Z 
MS(i # OO14i3 
FROM: AESC. 

* jf tre- DY 
2 

CT TO 
TOO Al 

- 1MMEUIAt 
3J3 UAY 1t1 
te.  
M$. OO1#.i ct'? Hifl 
011CZvUW RUMUJNA03eb 333100b-CCCC--RUC1MA,. 
LNII CCC CC 
o 291000Z v4OV 71 
IM 0LA/3ANR(P SON TRA Ati RVN 
TO RUEFN(A/CSAF/AFXCTLU 
RUHHAbA/I-A..At-/HILKktAM AFb H/tJOP 
RUCIMAA/HUS MtkS/CuMMANth PuS.T/SCOTT AEtS ILL,  
INFO RUCE.AAA/Ht* USAF!, ALT$AWELL. A AL 
RUC I.MAA.MAcL Oct 
RUt4MKSA/7ArTN NHUT AILO RVa/CC/DO/DQO/1N/UOCT/UP 
RUI*4AbA/41ARW, LONTROL CENTER UOL/11CKJ-4AM AFbHi 
RUt1HHuA/CjCPAC/cC 
RhMSMVA/MACV SAI(ON kVN 
RUEKAAA1AFt.00 FT R.1TCHLt MLJL 
RUMiR3A/CTfr 17 
RUHGOSA/CT, 17.0 
RUMOJAA/39#RNS CUM RAHN BAY Ab RVN 
RUMMRSA/3Ar(R(,P TAN SUt'ft1UT...AFLUkVN/JRCC 
RUMUP4MA/1Q1ST-AbN_LJ1LPHUiAIf RVN 
RUMUJA/37MS DANAt-Ab RiN 
RUMOSRA/OL-b 3ARHGP 000RN. RTAEB. TIA:LLAND 
RUWTFJA/USMFMPC kANOOLPH AEts TEX/DPMCS 

PA' TWO-  RUMUJNAU34bC (fr N--ii 0' ; N 1 1 A' L- 
RUMOHEA/5bSOwJOV. NA$1HQN PrIANOM RTArgrv1tmt4o- 

- 

C 0 NE 1 
CONFXL*.NTlALìLUWKE JIFI-Y/OL-A, 3AKRGP/NESCU A-3-036/0047Z NOV 71. 
1. RESCULrVtM&NPOF& 2*. NOV.-,7i.ii 
2 • MISSION.. 
3 • SI TUATIUit A LSIN AND PRESUMED DOWN 

bA PSS IbLr IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA* 
A. DESCRIT'LO QiSAN\ b - 

(1) CH clo* 
FROO;"NU 'CHARGER PAU'TU 

( "Tht. .1 
(3) PlLOfl UNKNOWN AT THIS TIME 
(4)iPOb, 3.. 
(5) WEATt*i VERY4 POOR r' CILLN(i UOwN TO ZERO IN 

MOUNTA1AS .cbOOIikN .J ci)EZNATIONi AR.A 

F 







- LMMELIIATt 
3 AY 19(1 
I '.53Z 
MSb O014.3 
i-ofi: ALSC 

(6). ;SUKy VA).. .4AJ1PMENT. MS ARMY S.A$fJARLi 
(7)LAS7'4c'OwN 4Q 4ibNJO7-b3E - 
. ACTIONS TAQ.N; 
(1) CONThOL Nt,A6NCY, :ULA, 3ARkGPP NUTiF1L) AT 280850Z 

NOEME1971.-X UAN, ANb TOWER THAT A PLAYTE*6b8 HAD NOT 

PAGE THREE )WMUJNAU34b C 0 N F .1 Li t. N I I A L 

'(2) FOLLUW1NG'$AK*ORCtS ALERTE:Li 
.39AR5AT -29/0L01 NOV 71. 
.37ARR5 T.29J0001 NOV 

(C) 1017 -ABN DIV Al 29/0002Z -NOV 71 
(U) 20 lASS A7 ,,29/OUO3, NOV 71 

(3) IOLLUWZNb SAR FORCtS WERE LAuNCHO OR OIvRTEO: 
(A) 49 ARRS Al 29/0047 1. HC-10 
()'37ARRS.AT 29/0101. ' HH-S 
(C) 101 ABN DIV AT 29/0102 2 0-2 

. FUTUR+LANS: 

LJOW
$J..AN . $EA+C4i. COASTAL ARt.AS MND LAND AREAS AT FIRST 
LtOINi, UIATHER. 

)2) SAR OHC.S FUR 3U NOV 1971. 
(A) 39ARRSU 1 I-iC-I30P 
(ta) .20 lASS - .3 - QV  -10 
(C) 101AdN 0kV UNKNOWN- Uh-1H/LOCH'S 
(U) I LAV tiPd - UNKNOWN - Uh-1H/LOCH'S 
(.) US NAVY - UNKNOWN UNKNOWN 
4F1 VN NAVY- UNKiOWN - UNKNOWN 

PM(E FOUR KUMUJNA03b C U 14 F I D N I I A L 
UiJ.37 .APtSu HH-3 

G. SUMMARY OF SAH ACTiONS; 
1. ON WA6A COMMUitLCATION CHECK 

. 
ON OVER- 

DUE CH47, fLiATT FINT .).Gh .'QN:29 'NO. 1 N6 21 
ANRIVEL)..1N AREA, IL) Atni.. 101ST AbI'4 DIV kHUV1LTh.D HELX 

iiH-53'.S FROM .37 ARNS%) 
wspyER COAST. W.ATHER IN 

MF1*jRtA W1H J000FT VISibILITY. 
ITMS HAVE bEEN 

- IMMEUIAT 
303 UAY 1911-ir. 

I1'1 t - - 

1.22.b3Z A L * 
OOI.i . '.  

Fit AESC 

** * ** IC *** ** *** ** ** ** 
* * 







************************ * * $*** 

— IMMaUlAn. 
33' DAY 1911 
• O.jl.3.tU4Z 
.4Stth 0 OOib3 
HOM; AESC 

OTTCZYUw fVJMUjNAU3bI 334101.bCCCCRUCIMAA. 
ZNY CC{CC 
0 301010Z rOV 71 
FM O..-A/AR'P SuN ThA Ab NVN 
TO RUEFHA/CSAF/AFXOTLb 
RUHHAbA/WACAE/h1CKHAM AF6 I- L/UOh 

POST SCOTT AFB ILL 
'Tio UCLWTA-  MW UZIAr AL AWLLL- At'b AL' 

_JC1M.LAiMAL1MAlr.Lid 

RUMMRSA/7At IAN S(ffi JIhUT AFLD RVN/CC/OO/000/LN /DOCl/O 
RUHHAbA/41uNt'cWG CONTROL CENTEN L)OC HICKHAM 08 -1L 
RUHHbA/C IAC/CC 
RUMtjMAJ1015T AbN Lily CAMP EAbLt. RYN 
RrIM5MvA/MACV SAIbON RV14  
RUEKAAA/AFtOC FT R1TChft MU 
RUMFKAfCTi- 17 
RU1GOSA/CT., /7.0 
RUMFTGI/CTU /0.8e9 
RUM0AA/39 ANRS LOM Ht1N dAY AB RdN 
RUMMRSA/COi1NAV Leb SAi,O.s 
RUMMRSA/3ANRP TAN SUN Nh(JT AFLL RVN/JNCC 

(-
uJMU4dA/37ARRS LJANAN(i Ad RV14 

Class if i od 
SUBJECT TO G 

1T1 r O1f :E 
ttiomAT 

- 

5 

PAGE TWO RUMIAiNA0361 C 0 N F I Li E N T I A 
RUMOEHA/01.-u/3ARNbP WUORN RTAFB THAILAND =,=~l

D=ASSIFMRUWTFIJA/USMFMPC/PtANUULPti AF TE)/UPMCS C'  

RUMOREA16Qw uQ(J NAcMON PHANOM RTA .THAILAND 
BT 

N___   

CQNFOENT1ML/0PNEFe J1.FFY/UL-A, 3ANRGP/RE5CUL A-3-0 8/100UZ U NOV 71.. 
L.RESCUROGIESSRt.POR1, NbR::I 

. 

Z.MiS5ON 
3. SLTUAtI.QN . CPL' J. PR.SUMEU I)OWN- d. 1WN 
DANAN(i ANQtU€ PHU aALPJaÔSSZbL E$OUTh U-t1NA 6LA..  
Co- PERSONN.L:. INFO 1 4.v 
(2) SAR QaJECT1v.PLAYThx 666# jASNaL:bEN LOCATED AT THIS 1lM. 
D.FYZNG ACTIVITY:FOH 29 NOV 71. ENU'ING LAST L.RHT. 
(4) I01ACSN ON — 3 SORTIES FOR 12.2 HOURS. 
(2) 37ARrSQ 4 -SORT1ES.1.FOR 1N.. HOURS. 
(3) 39ARi'5 - 1 SORTiE. FOR 9.7 HUIJRS. 

I um 
**************1c************t**I ---- 

* 

* 
* 

1ãtv41xa3.  

Coaoted L 

oca1Tt 
811dDatQ 

— MMDIA1t. 
344 RAY 1971 
10.58.442 
M, $$ 00632 

iri; AESC 







** * * ****** ** ** * *** *** * ** * 

•• 1MMT 
33*4 DAY 1971 

- 

* 

MSth 003b32 It'll 

F .FUTURE pLANs: (11\+LAN TI) CONTINOL TM RCHOF, THE LANU R)urL. 
61WELN UArAI1G TO JiU *11H ARMY HELICUPTENS AND A OVEN wATEN LARCH 
UIILILZNI, MHb3 Iit.L1CuTENS ANU NAVY $IIPS AS 50011 AS WLATHLK PtRM1TS. 
() EAR FOKC.S FUR 1 UtC 71, 

'TAGE THREE RUMth.J14AU31 C 0 N F I U L N I £ A I.. 
A) :39.NRSU .1 - HCI30P 

T1(b) .37 ANRS 2 HHb3 
.1O1:MbN VI V '— UH1H/t.00H 
151 IAV L1V- • -"4 —i*IXH/LOCH 

I$UMMARY OF -SAN ACT ONS: ci) AT-1RST 1GHT PKIQRTO LAUNCII-
*h.ATI1t.R .CHECK WAS MADE AT 6ANAN6,HU'PHU'bAf4ND THE RESCUE 

AtAS THE 4ZL1Nc,.S AND V1SIb1L1T1S AT LAUNCH bASE$ ENE bELOW 
TH. wEAIHE.R IN THE SEARCH AREAS' Nt.VER iMPROVED ENOPiiH 

LçQIJP1O THE DAY TO PERMIT ANY IThE OF FLYING. THE WINOS OVER 
AHEA OVER THE SOUTH CHINA SEA LNEATLU HIGH SEAS, WHITE 

MT, SO AS I tEt)CE ViSIbILITY TO ALMOST LEO 
All  4SURf-AC SEARCH, SEA SURFACE CUNOITiOU$ .WERtYUATEL) 

JN ki .IAVAL SHIPS,  ON SCENE.. THE LORECTCA..L .S1GH OF ThE 
A1ARAT is PLAYTX666**

"" 

itIi.(u1* 

61 
361 

NNNN 
I * 

A- 3O3 

- MMEUIATE 
4*4 DA'Y 1971 
01.58'044Z 

MSG ,003b2 
FNOM; AESC 







- IM4EDIATE * 
335 QAY 1971 * 
11'.OI.05Z * C 
P456 a 011643 k 
FROM AESC 

pUP4UJNAOflt7 3351020-CCCC-RUCIt4AA. - _ 

0 010945Z JEC 71 
FM OL-A 3 ARNGP SON IRA AB RVN 
TO RUEFHQAICSAF/AFXOTZB 
RUHHABA/PACAF HICKHAM AFB HI/DOH 
RUCIMAA/HQS  L94CQMAND POST/SCOTT AFB  ILL 
INFO RUCEAAA/HQ USAFLT1AXWELL A'Fb AL 

RUMMRSA/7AF AN SON NHUT AFLD RVN/CC/DO/000/IN/OOCT/DP 
RUHABA/41ARRWG/CONTROL CENTER DOC/HICKHAM AFB HI 
RUHH1QA/C INCPAC/CC 
RUMUMJA/IOlST ABN DIV DAMP EAGLE RVN 
Rt-IMSMVA/MACV SAIGON RVN 
RUEKAAA/AFEOC FT RITCHIE MD 
RUMFRBA/CTF 77 
RUHGOSA/CTG 77.0 
RUMFB8/CU 10.8.9 

AB RVN 
AFLD 

SlJ3j'' TO GEr 
ScDjj-r OF RD 11653 
AU'MMIATICAIJY   AT TWO 
YEAR 'N7-EJR7A14s 

PAGE 2 RUM1hJNA0O17-r  Q  F 1 Q 
RUMORA/OL-6 3ARRGP UDORN RTAFB THAILAND 
RUWTFJA/USAFMPC RANDOLPH AFB TEX/OPMCS 
RUMOREA/5SOW/000/NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB THAILAND 
BT 

.&. £4- - /JOPREP JIFFY/OL-A, 3ARRGP/RESCUE A-3-038/ 
10002 1 DEC 71, 
I. RESCUE PROGRESS REPORT NBR: 2 - 

2. MISSION NUMBER: A-3-038 - 004 29 NOV 71. 
3. SITUATION: A C11-4T HELICOPTER IS MISSING AND PRESUMED DOWN 

BETWEEN DANANG AND IJEE-PHU BAI, POSSIBLY IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA, 
C. PERSONNEL1NF0 

(1) 33 PERSONS INVOLVED 
(2) PLAYTEX 866 HAS-NOT BEEN LOCATED AT THIS TIME. 

D. FLYING ACTIVITY: FOR 01 DEC AND ENDING LAST LIGHT. 
(1) 101 ABN DIV - I SORTY FOR 1.2 HRS. 
(2) 37 ARRSQ - 4 SORTIES FOR jLJRS. 

- IMMEDIATE 
335 9AY 1971 
11.04-05Z 
P456 U011643 
FROM ; AE SC 

OK 
RUP4OJAA/39ARRS CAM RAHN BAY 
RUMMRSA/3ARRGP TAN SON NI-3(JT 
RUMUKA/CQMNAV 48 SAIGON 
RUMUJBA/37ARRS DANANG AB RVN 







- IMMEDIATE 
5 DAY 1971 p / 

11 04-05Z c 
MS 9 011643 cK2 
FROM; AESC 

E. FUTURE PLANS: 
(I) PLAN TO CONTINUE THE SEARCH OF THE LAND ROUTE BETWEEN 
DANANGE TO HUE WITH ARMY HELICOPTERS AND AN OVER WATER SEARCH 
UTILIZING HH-535 HELICOPTERS AND NAVY SHIPS A$ SOON AS THE 

PAGE 3 RUMUJNA00I7 t 0 N F I 0 E N 1 i A L 
WEATHER PERMIS7 
: 2) SAR FORCES FOR :2 DtC .1971 

(A)'39 ARRSG -1 HC-13OP 
B) 57 ARRSQ - 2 HH-53. 

(C) 101 ABN DIV - 4 10 —4JN-jH/LOCHS 
(0) 1ST CAV DXV 2 TO -' - UH1H/LOCHS 

SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS:  
(I) AT FIRST LIGRI PRIOR TO LAUNCH TIME A WEATHER CHECK WAS 
MADE AT DANANG, HUE/PHU BAI AND THE SEARCH AREA. HUE WAS BELOW 
MINIMUMS AND DANANG WAS BARELY ABOVE. TWO JOLLY GREENS FLEW IN 
THE MORNING ON A FRAGGED MISSION NEAR THE SEARCH AREA, RETURNING 
FROM THAT MISSION THEY FLEW 8? THE SEARCH AREA AND (WITH 200 10 
300 FOOT CEILINGS) SPOTTED SOME 'GREEN' WRECKAGE ON A BEACH,_  

ThEY WERE AT BINGO FUELS SO TOOK PICTURES OF WREKAGE AND RETURNED 
TO DANANG. AGTER REFUELING THEY TOOK OFF AGADJ TO RE-INVESTIGATE 
THE WRECKAGE AND ONE HUE? FROM HUE/PHU BAt JOINED THEM. THE '.` 
WRECKAGE WAS CONFIRMED BY THE HUE? AS NOT Ch-47. LATERI 'FLYING  
UP THE bEACH THE HUE? LANDED IN SEVERAL PLACES AND DID PICKUP 
MORE O98RIS, IT WAS JUDGED LATER NOT TO BE FROM A CH-47 ALSO, 
BECAUSE OF LIMITED WEATHER THE JOLLY GREENS RETURNED THEN TO 

PAGE 4 RLJMUJNA00I7  C  
DANANG, NO AIR REFUELINGS WERE ACCOMPLISHED. 

GP-4 
BT 
t*0017 

- IMMEDIATE - 

335 DAY 1971 * 
11.04.05Z * C 0 N P E * 
MSG $ O11'43 * :. F /ri fl * 
FROM: AESC 







XMMU1Afl. ***. 

14 L * 
Ms6 # 001433 * * 

i: AESC 

PACKED U U.$. ARMY tVALUATLON AS TO WI1THM THEY 
COULD dL RELAT.L.) TU UOWN.0 AIRCRAT•, IF WtAHER PERMITS 
THERE WILL bt A IKST LLaair EFF(MT ON 30 NOV 71. TO CONTLNu. 
FEET W1 AND HIGH LANU AKEN SEARCH. ND REPULNGS WERE 
CONDUCTED. 

91 
40346 

NNNN 

- IMMtUlATt 
uAY 191.L 

I.22.53Z 
M OO14.. 

HOM: AESC 

C rt 







- IMMDIATt. 
3..b 04AY 1971 * 

r S2.07Z * 
Ofl3o7 

Ft0M: AESC 

OTTCZYUW RI4MUJNA003I 

0 e5T1' C 71 
FM OL A 3ANRGP SCN IRA AU RVN 
TO RUEFH(A/CSAF/AFX0TL6 
UHEAKA/PACAF HJCKHAM AFB HAWAI1/00H 

RLJrrIMAA/hS ARRS/CQ AtLLLgb&T1SCOTT - AFa.n..L 
INFO RUCEAA/11tT USIF ALT MAXWELL AFtI ALA 
PUrIMAA/MAC/MAOCCp 
RUMMRSt7 TThN SQ1flHIJT AFLD RVN/CC /00/000/I N/DOCTtDP 
RUHHA8A/41ARRWG/CON1ROL CENTER/LJOC/HICKhAP.j AFU HAWAII 
RUHHI-10A/C UICPAC /CC 
PHMSMVA/MACV SAI(ON RVN 
PUEKAA/4AF.0C FT RITCHIE Ml) 
RUMFbA/CTF 17 
RUMUHFA/LO1ST AUN £iIV CAMP HORN 
RUHGOSA/CTu 17.0 
RUMUJBA/20 lASS DANANO AU RVN 
RUMOJAA/39ARRS CAM RAHN FAY AU RVN 
RUMMRSA/3AkRGP TAN SON NHUT AFLO RVN/JRCC 
RUMrjJ8A/37ARFS DANANG AU RVN 
(h106RA/OL8 3AR<GP LJUORN RTAFU THAILAND 

RUWTFJA/USAFMPC FAN0OLPh AFU TEX/UPMCS 
RUMOHEA/56SOW/000/F1AKHON. P$ANOM RTAES THAILAND 
BT 
C 0 N F I UE N T I A L/JOF'REP JIFFY/0L—A, iARRGP/RESCUEA-3038 
)42 2'67r' - 
1. RESCUE .L0S1NG REPORT. 2 DEC 
2. MISSION NUMiER 
3. SLATL0 LCOEDQWN - 

•C... PERSOF4NEL INFO 
(1. 

OPTER06CAL 
UNKNQWNS&*T 402  

0.. FLUNG ACTIVLTY:... 

(2 Rft oREgofthouas.. 

tLASSIF 
AA. 

RVN y Ai 

tQER$ONS 

C1aSSted  by 
SJJCT 

TO GFogavLkDC 
saaEDU or cctri lyEDIRDEp.11652 

WTONAT I CAILY D& 

YEAR INTERVAW 0 - ) 
PAGE a RUMlIJNA003I C 0 N F 1 0 E. N T I A L cLSIFI' 

        

- IMMEDIATE 
36 DAY 1971 
Ob.52.07Z 

0036o7 
ftwM; AESç 

       

       

uu U 

* 
* 
* 

 

txidividual. 
Contacted: 5. LJ 

 

DECLASTFIr- 

  

Local Iiwe, 
and Date : 

 

       

       



- IMMEDIATE 
356 DAY 1971 
')b052.07Z 
1S6 0036b7 
FROM: AESC 

* 

* 

* 
** **** * ** * * ** ***** ** ** ** ** ** ** 

- 1MED.ATt. 
3.)66AYf71 * r * 

16*52-072 A LL * 

MSG n 003bb7 * WUU Y U U * 

F: AESC 

3-j9ARS-150P -- - 

G. SUMMARY OF SAP ACT1.  

(1) Al APP14OX1MATELY -olnoi, ThE- ARMY LAUNCH.O SEVERAL US ARMY 
HELICOPTERS TO SEARCH THE AREA OF LAST KNOWN POSITION AND AT 02122 
AA5H SITE. WAS LOCATED AND SUSPECTED TO BE THAT OF PLAYTEX 866. 
THIS CONFIRMED.  B:LDCAT.iOD IDENTIFICATION OF THE,  TAIL 

PAGE 3 RUMU.Jt4A0031 t 0 N F .1 D t T ..i A 1.. 

I N!L1JD I N$f C ANb SCUE11CRAFLREMA11I1 Q.EAR OF THE... CRASH 
sVtEANLr&rTs*-  ARP4J- WOULD .CONTRbt .ALL FURTHER RE.SCUE. ACTIVITIES 
AND THAT .USFRESCUE ENCLES$AV;CtOSE THIS :MISSION. THIS WAS 
CONCUREDwHY  

() TOTAL FLYING ACTIVITY SE E ITEM 3D. 
GP-4 

fl0031 

NN 







56 O\V 
Oct - Dec 71 
K-WG-56-HI 

' TATL:: T 

L Dcccthcr 1971 

3U2J.CT: Sandy 5 and 6 (R Jcrt 1.c C5) 

1 Lt 1055L,  21  N ov 71, •o1ipaok 1ertc.t t. launch ISAP. We - e air- 
born.,-;l Lt 1112L from Ubori, and dircctcd by Mmg to head south. Shortly 
thereafter,'Xing gave u pcific nic4cris to proccd to 036/60/3. 

2. Cnc hour after bakoo...f via rrivd in rca uid Cot a firat hand 
brie on the situation by uatic Ic ici .tic 14 (:Lo TE'd for 
att]. dnae) 1=31  all it s.1c.ric-: c :;31::id fire in tat: arc. with :'.ixiwrous 

£at r1over strLco. O w :L:t,- on is s;..v1 radio anc dict 
i cxcUont job of v•torjn m I:.a itic.n. I hd hit pi.fl)Oirtt 

in a;.inivu: ount of tii:o. Lit. ..cccr ;i.; I cc cvr b tcition, I 
iotjcd ni-cxj 'iv Cl  trcop-  cvir.; (CtO road t-.: poitiQ.. 
Just as I as ro1lir. th on -,ho zic 5 -- dv; cc ;. they ;ere 
frioridlics. 1y pc :c -.th z fir.n T: to.t ro..chd 
,ho uurvivo.r apprortIy 5 ntnut; lay. : :it an :' :onnel 
carrier. I had tr lin,-, th, no ;2rzmd Jrc. 
£ roitioned zr,. I? Okc and a rok :d d thF SLR frcs. 
A fo.r secor.da before xcution, ';i'.or rc:'t: 'nd fire. t• 
CrOUd troops ctntod h a iocly tG,m pprcxirnto1y 3 
south. I agreod with th.a. Once in , the rio:• moved into an Qper 
area in the canter of to xne. I clirect"-d- Jolly Gr;t oo to autorotate down 
tc the LZ. The 5ur'ri'o:' ;iakad up without any probIms at 1308L. 

AY 

S. LAiLTH, JR., Captain, UF 
an  S 





I CNr!DENT.&L 

DAN: 29 November 1 1471 

14I551N %U}1; A-Oj-OZl Nve r 

A1ftCFT ?',ing 23 

DI3Tki5 AC4AFTS }4A.SK 5 

LOCTICN J &O 

l'4b V-S 

ri tt twc:', iQ .LL: a •LL irza;llcco 
at 014Z t- HA- u oaiJ.: out, -,4a n v ouna 
in gcd ncit.on and a ttiETIC rirr  
orbit arid arrived overhead -e a 
Greene 5.6 & O and Sandy 5k o :r;. C1 9 a 
Jdiy Gr  ten e 6.L &6 ind K I s rro ;r. 7.. 'A'. or G So c bO and 
Sandyz was 0530Z  and JG & a 'r €U '3C 55 .a. n eene cocan- 
der and ad exell' voice rza:t wi:i ie .n- :;irvt';cr or. z.h round. 
iA1 5' ocsition was verifQ . ?c. rtkr.;  5 ii ca,e.. maiiy ui- 
frn-:' trops i.n tne area ar 1111 3 r..3.r i ar ia of 
survivor tfl iF r=4eta arid - - rss offered 
th&...: sr'icea and who w.tr,3 ;r: .- 

, left .IG' 
56 & 60 zo they could ct on -- .:: tP6 & 64 at. 
0505Z. 55 ru Sar - .:.. ;r 
Sandy assui on cnt ny .-.: was L. t  'cr..is arid 
aevra1. Hawks made straffizig pas; r. ei i -  rrin zlawK 5. About 
this t.ie friendly trops arrt;ed - .- .0 i au ear. - - or their way 
toward awk 5. USTL 1 r -,;z-_C C :i tro c3zaander 
and relay* this information to Sand:,,  5 rnexy activity lessened 
arici at 0532 Phase k.Lpha oegan aziu JG tit w.t aut '.o zarne in for pick izp, 
cut by that the (052OZ) the frjencLy nac zaae contact with MW 5 
and thought it teat to put him in an armored perscnnei carrier and driwe to 
a sale area where the pick up could be made easier. Sandy 5 agreed and. . 

the forces were', held until Hawk 5 was moved tQwarci a sate town. A. -'.•' 

5t.e was agreed an by Sandy 5, Hawk 5 and the troop ConwWW. 
started Phase Alpha again at 06C3Z and Phase bravo Was c1tL at" P 
JG 66 reported light small arms fire as they depard and hi.rI.'gi 
returned the fire. JG 66 reported Hawk 5  had a few second degree burns 
on face, skinned elbow, but was smiling and Ok. He then aT1I'd at high 
altitude to CH 73 4th i'TA of 07102. Sandy 5 cocr ithate4 with IWSTIC 55 
that the pick up was coiiinleted and rescue forces il. 

P08L124 A.\S: 

A tanker for fast mover resourc s was re'ue6ta from Paris control at 
appror[at.ly- 0450Z. We were advised that iLue Ctup could not get a tanker 
and at 0550Z were tc11 by Part3 it was still on trie runwaj. In this area, 

GROUP-4 
1nwngr:ckcat 3 year ntervi':, 

C,fieaf er r. 
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jolljrGreens ó6, 

taws  

-
_
AACM FL1GHT! ., . 

: 
. 
 e
.' : TcP FLIQHT 

ALPa& 
- 

s*imr 5 and 6 

.tColrvjn t Klingeiiberg Jr 
1t Lee L sa4Lr*ay: 

slow .over resources were aJos cn-exL.. .r.t a if fast vrs are  
utilized, a tanker hou.L e act 1w f.-,r reeL..ng. 

• There appears to ue no 3pecir1c ency t contact for rourcee in 
Cambodia. 1a& rod aer.a to oe no i-existent, cut not.ng  official has been 
received by 39th AiWS concerning thio. undc )pha Came up on frequency 
with se £ oratioT2, but again nothing is known or pa33ed L.0 39th crews 
regaraing thie Who cocitrols in Car...cctia? 

A. distinct lack or CCI made .or sozo uonfusioa with the many resources 
in the area. If weather is marginal under these coiditiozs it would be 

ip.osio1e to circulate them as neeoeu. 

- Gunships were requested through Paris and wo were in_r6rmed they were 
on the way, but after about 10 iiriutes were told they could not get boder•  
clearance. 

A-37 - Hawks were requested with the JGts fram CH 73, but wdrener 
rscsived. Kcrreaz4i$ were given. 

Some of'the HAWK strike aircraft were running low on fuel srd planned. 
tAik izud at Pmcn ?th for fuel. In liht of recent enemy activity in t1bie. 
xea ebouZ4 King crews adv se UaW'icz or any ether resource aireft Utr$ ' 

. 

•••• 

in vim' Of the several SAJS in Cambodia, I feel it a.ces.ry o '&dt±. 
of th* pr;n,bew areas that have been developing CM thee. SAI8, or 

a Ling &M  W-  will be nothing more than a speotator to the ppingwit  
out being sble to exert citrol and coordi tion so necessary in atforti 
s*ch a these. , - 

1 RSOUCS  

I 9!4aj4rkoas 
Ji*!*y S. Pr.I 

GROUP-4 
Downgradc.aat 3 year intervals.. 

Dcasifed at er L2 ycr. 
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37 ARRSQ HISTORY, 1 OCTOBER - 31 DECEMBER 1971 

rendezvoused with SEA Wolf helicopter and was briefed on the SAR 

situation. Approach and landing at the crash site were without 

incidents nd fourteen survivors taken on board. The Jollies 

proceeded to Binh Thy to unload_t4ie survivors and assess battle damage. 

Jol' T'disèovered flve hits And Jolly Green 73 orre-, but the 

damage wasi.'t critical and the return to Bien Hoa was begun. 

The weather had deteriorated and both aircrafrwere again forced 

to fly low. After transiting through a heavy rain shower Capt 

Richard L. Wall, Jolly Green 73 AC, lost all visual and radio 

contact with Jolly Green 70. A run through of all normal frequencies 

proved fruitless and Jolly Green 73 proceeded to Bien Hoa for 

fuel 

On the ground it was determined that Jolly Green 70 had crashed 

In the Son Nha Bhe River at the same position where visual Contact 

had been lost. Several aircraft were already in the suspected SAR 

area and Jolly Green 73 launched to Join them. Despite poor 

weather Capt Wall and crew spotted a survivor, Pararescuernan AIC 

Richard L. Steed s  on the river bank and an immediate pick-up was 

made. The search was continued and It was learned that a Navy 

hllcopter had rescued the Flight Engineerft  Sgt Hank L. Theriot, 

who had been taken to Vung Tau. Low fuel fIr,'l ly fotced Capt 

Wall to return to Bien Hoa. Subsequent search and investigation 

revealed that Jolly Green 70 had been downed by enemy ground fire. 

A lunch time scramble at the Ben Hoa FOL sent Capt Steven R. 

Tyler and crew heading for the heart of Cambodia to rescue a downed 

American 4-37 pilot on 29 Nov. Enroute to the scene all applicable 
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37 ARRSQ HISTORY, 1 OCTOBER - 31 DECEMBER 1971 

.hecklists were run and both Jolly Greens were ready for the rescue 

attempt upon arrival at the initial holding point. While the area was 

being prepared by both fast and slow moving TAC AIR the JoHys were 

moved to a position almost directly over the SAR area. Capt Tyler 

was briefed and was making his final preparations for a run in when 

the survivor advised that there was intense ground fire in the area and 

that he was with a group of armed friendlies that could take him to a 

more secure area. After the survivor was relocated and it was deter-

mined that the area was relatively secure Capt Tyler initiated an 

autcrotative descent around cloudstoabarren dirt field. The survivor 

boarded the aircraft and anear vertical departure was made from the 

area. The survivor was treated for second degree burns on his face, 

.neck,and arms during the return flight to Bien F-foa. 

On 31 December 1971 Jolly Green 73 and 65 were launched from Da 

Nang AFB to recover two army helicopter crews downed in the vicinity 

of Khe Sahn The crews had been briefed on the severity of hostile 

action In the area prior to takeoff. The Jo1les held above a high 

overcast waiting for the Saridles to confirm that the pickup zone was 

ready. The Jollies were then advised to descend and establish them-

selves In a holding area several miles south of the survivors position 

It had been determined that even though several survivors were 

woLr.ded it would be possible to use the forest penetrator for the 

pickup. Sandy lead advised Capt Peter H. Chapman and crew that it 

looked good for the pickup attempt since no ground fire had been 

detected during the last thirty minutes and that varied ordnance had 

been expended around the survivors. Following Sandy S Jolly Green 73 

made a high speed low altitude run In toward the pickup point. Shortly 

17 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH AIR FORCE PACAF 

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96307 

SPECIAL ORDER 7 MAY 1972 
G-1063 

BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT, EACH OF THE FOLLOWING IS 
AWARDED THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS FOR HEROISM WHILE 
PARTICIPATING IN AERIAL FLIGHT ON THE DATE INDICATED. 

SSAN NAME ON PAS 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL 

CLARKE JOHN A 711.011 U6RSSK 

CAPTAIN 

e-UPKE ROBEPT F 711108 NARHSB 
1ST OLC 

FOLEY NORMAN R 711129 CAQKJR 

GRIFFITH RODNEY S 711108 DAQKJR 

HART LESLIE C 711231 DAQKJR 

SARTORI MICHAEL C 711108 CACKJR 

suvIA EnNALD 711011 UBRSSK 

TYLER STEPHEN itz' 711129 DAQKJR 
1ST OLC 

WITHERS JAMS 700610 NARMT6 
6TH OLC 

TECHNICAL SERGEANT 

NARDI EUGENE L 711108 DAQKJR 
5TH OLC 

G-1063 



SO G-1063, HQ 7TH AIR FORCE, APO SAN FRANCISCO 96307, 7 MAY 1972 

SALOmE CHARLES F 711231 DAQKJR 

1ST CLC 

YOUNG JON HI 711129 GACKJR 

2ND OLC 

STAFF SERGEANT 

GARCIA DAVID 711108 DAQKJR 

WINES JAMES w 711231 DAQKJR 

SERGEANT 

PRAYER JOHN W 711129 DAOKJR 

ArkmAN Flf:ST CLASS 

ALDEAN CHAPLES B 
2P OLC 

t-,SHDOWN JAMES K 
1ST OLC 

WAGWR MICHAEL L  

71110b DAOKJR 

711231 DAQKJR 

711231 DACKJR 

ROR THE COMMANDER 

gAttil 
SCH, SmSGT, USAF 
TOD OF A0mINISTRATI3N 

0ISTRI6UTION 

2 
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56 SOW 
Oct-Dec 71 
K-IMG4S6-11.1st 302 4 Docer.abor 1971 

St00 11o1.101-:.., :a:17 05 

TO: 56th SC.1 (D0) 

1. Command Poo.t notified at 11151,, 29 Irovembar, 1971, that a 3.411. 
was in proe,ress for 05, an AT-37 Vtith one crewraembar. He had ejected. 
and was spotted by a .7!t/.stir. at 036/60/135. 

2. Sandy 05 e, C, Jolly C:.-..cen 56 t;  60, were launched. by Joker and were 
airborne from non at 1112L. 

3. sandy 01 e.,-; 02 lrer.- on orbi,and were recovered. at labon.. They landed 
at 1155L and. were ro-fueled ar rendy t 12151. 

4. Sandy 05 •;:.x..lod on-:-...cene-ocr.m;--4 at 1230L. dlly 'arn 64 4:: 66 marc 
on scene and Jolly Green 66 b;:couted pickup attez-,ptat 1255L and. aborted 
this attempt at 12341J0 

5. A friendly arori nersonnol carrier tra:loported the •4.1ot to a safer 
area ani a. ,uccoszful pic1:-u2 wan accomplished by Jolly Green 66 at 130311. 
SIR successfully torminr_ted. 

Jr r „ , 
/f4. - • tt. 

' e • '1 

CIZA.T.0 7. imzirra t  
sac°, 1st Sc 

FOR TEL CaIIIIIIDM 

Robert1
Line
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CiJjJ)tN iT I 
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2-Endless Hours on the Ground 

Jolly Greens Snatch A 37 Pilot From Reds 
By PFC. KEN SCHULTZ 

S&S Staff Correspondent 

TAN SON NHUT AB, Vietnam—The 
37th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Sq. 
here told Tuesday how they snatched a 
downed pilot from under the noses of a 
Communist unit that was closing in on 
him. 

The pilot was flying a U.S. Air Force 
A37 Dragonfly when his plane was 
brought down in flames by 12.5mm anti-
aircraft fire. 

The plane crashed and burned, but 
search and rescue (SAR) operations for 
the pilot, who had ejected, began almost 
as soon as the call for help was re-
ceived by an HC-130 Hercules plane fly-
ing out of Cam Ranh Bay. 

At the call for help two broad-nosed 
7th AF 11H53 Super Jolly Green Giant  

helicopters, armed with miniguns, were 
launched to rescue the downed pilot. 

The two hours the pilot spent on the 
ground waiting to be rescued were prob-
ably the longest of his life. 

Th burns on his face, arms and legs 
were nearly forgotten during the agony 
of waiting. 

While the Jolly Green Giants headed 
toward the crash site two of the 
maneuverable Als. heavily armed, single-
engine fighters, sped to link up with the 
choppers and provide protection against 
Communist ground fire. 

A Communist infantry unit was re-
ported moving toward the downed pilot 
from one direction as allied ground forces 
raced in from another direction. 

Seventh AF F4 Phantoms and Army 
helicopter gunship -. -  

operations as added protection, were 
only a radio call away If more firepower 
was needed. 

Meanwhile, the pilot kept in touch 
with the SAR units via a radio built into 
his flight suit. An electronic device in 
the suit emitted impulses to aid in pin-
pointing his position. 

As the Als moved in and pounded the 
Red positions in an attempt to silence 
the ground fire, allied infantrymen 
reached the American pilot and moved 
him to a secure position. 

One of the rescue helicopters awaited 
word to move in for the pickup, observ-
ing the colored smoke which marked a 
cleared landing area for the craft. The 
other copter remained in the distance. 

The chopper spent seven minutes on 
the ground picking up the slightly ip- 

jured pilot. Communist fire could still 
be heard in the distance. 

"The jollys always work in pairs," 
the AF spokesman said. "One works as 
a low bird and the other one is there 
in case the first bird gets hit or has 
mechanical trouble." 

To the men aboard these bulky rescue 
helicopters, 'there's no such thing as a 
standard mission. You play each one by 
ear," said Capt. Steve Tyler, 26, pilot of 
the chopper that eventually rescued the 
A37 flier. 

Afterward, Flight Engineer Airman 
1.C. John Drayer, 21, recalled: "You 
don't think about too much when you're 
out there. You do your job and shut out 
everything else. 

For these men the job was done—until 
tomorrow. 



CAPT. ALVIA W. MOOR II, r, returns t 
Bien 1408 AS, Republic of Vietnam, after 
his successful rescue from hosti le ter-
ritory. Capt. Stephen Tyler, I, was the 
aircraft commander 01 The 1+4-53 Sups 
Joll Green Giant That made the rescue. 

Rescue saves F-105 pilot in Laos,  
TAN SW I51UT AR, INN -- One of the most dramatic air rescues in recent months 

took place in Laos (Dec. 11) when an Air Force F-lOS Thonderchief pilot was re-
trieved after his aircraft was downed by a surface to air missile (SAM) near the 
'.ti Gia Pass. 

A harrowing 20 hours for the pilot on the ground in Laos preceded his rescue. 
The pilot, '-J. Robert E. Belli, was 

supporting an interdiction mission a-
bout eight miles northwest of the pass 
on Dec. 10 when his aircraft was downed 
by a S.A.'-1 from the North Vietnamese side 
of the border. 

The 39th and 40th Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Squadrons were iwediately 
notified of the crash and sped to the 
area. 

The major had successfully ejected 
and the search and rescue (SAR) force 
of 1-5-1-53 Super Jolly Green Giants and 
HC-130 Hercules fasd him in hostile 
territory. 

The SAR aircraft established both 
voice and beeper contact with the pilot 
of the downed aircraft, who reported he 
was in a secure position although enemy 
troops were in the area. 

Due to deteriorating weather, the 
SAR aircraft were unable to extract the 
pilot before darkness, and he spent the 
night on the ground. 

He reported he had a broken arm and 
a possible broken leg but there was 
little the rescue force could do for 
him until the weather broke. 

Midnight Medevac By Da Nang Unit 

Responding to a midnight call, an l-IH-43 crew from the 
Pedro Section, 37th ARRSq, Da Nang Airfield, medevaced 
three officers who had suffered severe fragmentation in-
juries in an explosion at the base. 

Capt John N. Drexler set the Pedro down on the helicop-
ter pad near the 366th Dispensary and the first patient, 
who had been critically wounded, was placed aboard. He 
was accompanied by the flight medical officer, Capt Rich-
ard J. Emerson (MC). The HH-43 immediately took off, 
delivered the wounded man to the 95th USA Hospital, and 
returned to Da Nang. Captain Emerson remained at the 
hospital with his patient. 

At Da Nang, Pedro picked up the second patient and 
delivered him to the Army hospital. Captain Emerson 
was returned to Da Nang. Two hours later, the Pedro 
Section was notified that it would be necessary to medevac 
the third wounded man. Again the HH-43 crew took to the 
air, made the pickup and airlifted the patient to the hos-
pital. Pedro returned to the ramp shortly before 3 am., 
the aircraft was serviced and the crew assumed an alert 
status once again. 

Accompanying Captain Drexler on the nledevacs were 
Capt Michael F. Schmidt, copilot; A1C Robert S. Bos, 
flight mechanic; and Sgt Earl Brooks,Jr., medical technician. 

Rescue crew saves 
Dragonfly pilot 
down in Cambodia 

BILN FS)A AS, INN -• Rescue crews 
saved an Air Force A-37 Dragonfly pilot 
(Nov. 29) after his aircraft was shot 
down by enemy ground fire in Kcepong 
Thom, Caithodia. 

Capt. Alvia W. 'bore II was picked 
up in hostile territory by rrrmbers of 
the 37th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Squadron on alert here from Os  Nang 
Airfield. 

,The pilot was on a 1CM pass when he 
felt the aircraft shudder. Voments la-
ter, the pilot of an accaiçanying A-37 
radioed Captain '-Score that his aircraft 
was on fire. 

As flames reached the cockpit, the 
captain ejected and parachuted into the 
hostile area. 

'*anwhile, the wing man contacted an 
HC- 130 Hercules rescue command aircraft 
from the 39th Aerospace Rescue and Re-
cery Squadron at Cam Ranh Bay AS. The 
Hercules relayed the information to the 
Joint Rescue Coordination Center at Tan 
Son Nhot AR, and two 1-51-53 Super Jolly 
Green Giants and a pair of A-i Skyraid-
ers were lainched from Bien Boa to make 
the rescue. 

Captain sbort, in good condition 
with burns on his face, arm and leg, 
reported to the Hercules that there 
were hostile forces in the vicinity. 

The A-Is escorted the 10I-53s in for 
the pickup but heavy ground fire forced 
the helicopters to pull cut. 

As the A-is moved in to silence the 
enemy guns, friendly forces on the 
ground entered the area and helped Cap-
tain '-bore to a safer location. 

On the second attempt, the pickup 
was successful. 

While Captains Stephen Tyler, air-
craft commander, and Norm Goley, copi-
lot; flew the helicopter back to Bien 
1-los, the rescued pilot was attended by 
Thgt. John Yojrig and A1C Charles D. Al-
dean, pararescueeea. Sgt. John Drayer, 
flight engineer, assisted also in the 
rescue. 



TAN S4]' 4-ILJT AS, RVN --  Ore  of the most dramatic air rescues in recent months 

took place in Laos (Dec. U) when an Air Force F-lOS Thmdervhiaf pilot was re-
trieved altar his aircraft was downed by a surface to air missile (SARI) near the 

ta Gia Pass. 
A harrowing 20 hairs for the pilot on the ground in Laos preceded his res. 

The pilot, "aj. Robert E. Belli, was 
supporting an interdiction mission a- 
bout eight miles northwest of the pass 
on Dec. 10 when his aircraft was dawned 
by a SARI from the North Vietnamese side 
of the border. 

The 39th and 40th Aerospace 9escie 
and Recovery Squadrons were immediately 
notified of the crash and sped to the 
area. 

The major had success full-v e jected  
and the search and rescue (SAB) force 
of 1t4-53 Super Jolly Green Giants and 
HC-130 He-roil-es fa.ud him in hostile 
territory. 

The SAR aircraft established both 
voice and beeper contact with the  pilot 
of the dawned aircraft, who reported he 
was in a secure position although enesny 
troops were in the area. 

Lie to deteriorating weather, the 
SAR aircraft were unable to extract the 
pilot before darkness, and he spent the 
night on the ground. 

lIe -reported he had a broken arm and 
a possible broken leg but there was 
little the rescue force could do for 
him until the weather broke. 

50 ...SAYLS P101 IN LAOS Pi 3 

CAPT. ALVIA W. MOORE ii, r, returns to 
Bien Hoa AS, Republic of Vietnam, after 
his successful rescue from hosri Icter-
ritory. Cast. St.ohan Tyler, I, was the 
aircraft commander of the 154-53 Suoer 
Jolly Green Giant That mede the rescue. 
SEE P,GE 4 FOR STORY. 
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ARRS wraps up another year  
25th anniversary 
highlights 1911 

THE AEROSPACE RESCUE AND RECOVERY SERVICE 
Still AFI, IN. 62225 

It) ARPS -- Two Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Service parsresoieiven saved an 
Air Force pilot (Dec-  19) when his C-7 
Caribou was forced to ditch in the Pa-
cific Ocean southwest of San Francisco 
after a flight from Hawaii. 

-Mgt. Lewis Craig and SSgt. Michael 
Fish jumped from an HI{-53 Super Jolly 
Green Giant to rescue the pilot, Capt. 
ta.ld Henderson, from the cockpit of 
his sinking aircraft. 

The cargo plane, originally from Can 
Raah Bay AB, ReibliC of Vietnam, was 
part of a flight of 12 C-7s estroute to 
the U.S. for maintenance. The flight 
had stopped at Hican AFB, Hawaii, and 
was enroute to Langley AFB. \Pa, • with a 

SLL_P JURP Pu,. 4 

HO  pps -- "The men aid women of the 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service 
have provided the Air Force, the na-
tion, and mankind with unparalle led 
service. Its accxsrp llshiirnts am parti-
cularly reflected by the gratisde of 
the more than 22,000 people whose lives 
have been saved," catrented Gen.  John
0. Ryan, Cief of Staff, JSAF, on the 
25th aceiversaly of ARRS, March 13, 

1971. "The record of ARRS stands as an 
inspiration to all those who serve 
their camtry." 

1971 was a fitting o.ilad.nation of 25 
years of service to mankind, and an 
even better fm4atias for a successful 
future • for it was a year with epic ac-
xrip1isIts that will be etched for-
ever in history. 

In missions of unusual scope and di-
versity, ARRS crews saved the lives of 
zso mm in Southeast Asia and 482 men 
and women throughout other areas of the 
world. They will long remember AM as 
an example of a selfless attitude that 
reflects the high value the people of 
the United States have always placed on 
human life. ARRS crews not only saved 
lives, but served as unofficial good-
will ambassadors to all nations of the 
world. 

Three tiers in less than nine months 
ARRS parareaciesen parachuted to Russ-
Ian vessels far out in the sea to as-
sist sick or injured sailors in criti-
cal condition. The 57th ARP5q at Lajes 
Airfield, Azores, and the 304th ARRSq 
(Reserves) at Portland International 
Airport. Ore., flew hundreds of miles 
over the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans in 
response to the-se pleas for help. 

SEL.AIPS WRAPS UP Pee. 3 

Italians honor Det 10 
AVLhO AB, Italy -- Set. 10, 40th 

AerosDace Rescue and Recovery Wig at 
Avinso AS has been honored by the Ital-
ian International Organization of 'Ioun-
tam spirit. 

The organization, an official agency 
of the government of Italy • awarded the 
detachment with The Order and Star of 
the Thistle (Cardo). 

SE-011 10 NONOILD P'•  4 

JANUARY 1972 

Pis jump in Pacific, 
save Caribou pilot 
pinned in cockpit 

'SGT. LEON FULUO0O, a para reeoiaeefl. 
is vol oomwd back to his bees after he 
.sc*ftded on ths 1*4-53'S jung I. none-
trel'or to assist the Injured major to 
safety. 

Rescue saves F-105 pilot in Laos 
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BIEN HOA AB, Vietnam - Heiicois from here recently rescued an American pilot dowized 
in Cambodia and, in record time, a Vietnamese pilot who crashed in a rice paddy. 

Capt. Alvia W. Moore II was 

7320 

picked up in hostile .lerritory.by 
members of the 37th.Aerospace 
Rescue and Recovery Squadron, 
on .alert here, from their, head-
quarters at Da Nang Afld; 

Captain Moore was shot down 
by enemyLgr_oundjire_near Kom-
pong Thom, Cambodia: His wing-
man contacted a rescue command 
aircraft at Cam Ranh Bay, 'which 
passed 1theword to the rescue 
.coordination, center at Tan Son 
Nhut. The center dispatched two 
HH53s and an A-i fitter-from 
Bien Hoa. 

On the first try, the helicop- 
ters were forced, away by 
heavy, hostile ground lire. The 
A-Is went after the enemy guns 
and friendly:: forces on the 
ground found,Moore and escort- 
ed him to -safter territory. 
There, the copiers picked him 
up. - 
Capt. Stephen Tyler was com-

mander of the rescue craft. Capt. 
Norm Foley was copilot, and TSgt. 
John Young, A1C Charles. D... Al-
dean and .Sgt. Join Drayer made 
up the crew. 

The record -rescue---- fäur min 

utes flat - was made by an HH43 
from Detachment 6 of the 3d Aero-
space Rescue and Recovery 
Group. 

A Vietnamese A-I crashed off 
the end of the Bien ba runway in-

4oan.unsar.ea,  The  1111-43 
happened to be making a tram1ij 
flight at the base a1d dashed to.  
the rescue. 

The crew of Maj. Kenneth S. 
Smith, Capt. Verl, K. l)iamond 
and SSgt. Ronald L.' Wilson bad
the the',Vietnamese aboard the plane 
exactly four minutes after the 
crash.. 

1IQ ARRS, SCOTT AFB, Ill. - 
Two pararescuemen saved an 
Air Force pilot and a Coast Guard 
cutter two crew members when 
their C-7 crashed and sank in the 
Pacific southwest of San Fran-
cisco. 

The propeller-driven Caribou, 
originally from Cam Ranh Bay, 
Vietnam,:was part of a flight of 
12 C-is eñróute to Langley AFB, 
Va., for maintenance. 

The plane suffered an oil loss 

that caused an engine to freeze, 
and It was forced to ditch. The 
pilot, Capt. Donald Henderson, 
remained in the cockpit while 
the two other crew members 
went to the rear of the plane. 
It ditched as an escorting HH-53 

from -the-4lst -ARES at Hamilton 
i.FB, Calif., hovered overhead. 
Two men scrambled out the back 
Into a life raft, but SSgt. Michael 
Fish and TSgt. Lewis Craig, the 
pararescuemen, spotted a third 
man with his arm sticking out the 
cockpit window. 

They went into the water and 
discovered Henderson pinned in 
the cabin. The two got Henderson 
•)ut only moments before the C-7 
;ank.. The Coast Guard picked up 
he men on the life raft. 

LANGLEY AFB, Va. - Air-
crews from the 316 Tactical Air-
lift Wing, on temporary duty at 
Howard AFB, C.Z.,- recently 
helped save vessels in the air and 
on the sea. 

A ship, the Moroni-Belle 5, was 
adrift off Columbia. It first was 
spotted by a Colombian civilian 
aircraft which ran low on fuel 
before it could guide rescuers' to_ 
the area. A C-130 crew from How-
ard flew to the area and hovered 
over the ship until a rescue boat 
arrived. 

Meanwhile, a second C-I30, en 
route from Rio de Janerio to Ma-
naus, Brazil, got a Mayday call 
from a Brazilian airliner. It had 
been blown off course in a storm, 
and the crew suspected structural 
damage. 

The U.S. craft located the Bra-
zilian plane and the crew saw 
there was no apparent damage. 
The C-130 escorted the airliner to 
a same landing at Brasilia. 
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G"ceiver Puts, Earth 
In Its Proper Place 

}IQ. ACGS,FORBFS AFB, Kan. - A revolutionary satellite tracking 
receiver called the Geoceiver (geodetic receiver) is now being used by 
the Aerospace Cartographic and Geodetic Service,, commanded by Col. 
L.M. 'Tannenbaum, for the purpose of making precision surveys In 
support of the SAC intercontinental ballistic missile force and .both 
Eastern and Western Test Ranges of the Air Force's, Systems Com-
mand. 

The Geoceivers, which monitor its horn. The signal gets stronger 
radio transmissions from five as the train approaches and then 
Navy navigation satellites in p0- fades away. From the 'shift" in 
lar orbit around the earth, will be signals it is possible to tell when 
used to position missile sites in the train is abeam the person. 
preparations for space launches, There are many places In the 
position sensors In space, recover world whose location on the sur-
and compute satellite orbit posi- face of the earth or whose loca-
tions and complete a worldwide lion in relation to the center of 
densification of geodetic net- the earth is not precisely known. 
works. - The Geoceiver will accelerate 

The Air Force inventory of Ceo- this type of measurement activity 
ceivers is,  possessed by the ACGS' since it is portable, and indend- 
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Sgt. Will-
into shark 

sunk in a vio- 

Pis jump in shark infested sea, save 10 
XA1)EA AS, DKINAW -- Two parareso.ieren, SSgt. Rickey 0. Hindman and 

las J. Preble, of the 33rd Aerospace Resale and Recovery Squadron, went 
infested seas to save 10 survivors from the cargo ship Yakal which 
lent storm approximately 25G stiles southeast of Okinawa. 

The first }+{-3E Jolly Green Giant with Sergeant Hindman 
disaster scene at 7 a.m. (Dec. 1) from 
Kadena AS after air refueling once 
while enroute. 

An HC-1.30 Hercules of the 36th Aero-
space Rescue and Recovery Squadron, Yo-
kota AB, Japan, assigned to the mission 
spotted a survivor in a raft and guided 
the I4{-3E in to make the recovery. 

Capt. Frank M. Zahrobsky, aircraft 
corrender • requested Sergeant Hthdesu 
deploy to help the survivor, who had 
been in the water over 30 hours. Ser-
geant Hindman immediately agreed and 
deployed. He quickly swam to the survi-
vor and prepared him for recovery by 
the rescue hoist. 

The helicopter flew to another group 
of survivors in £ damaged lifeboat. A-
gain Hindman deployed. He prepared the 
first two sen for recovery by hoist, 
but the third sen had a broken leg. 

The sergeant signaled the flight en-
gineer to lover his medical kit. How-
ever, Airing descent the straps holding 
the kit to the hoist broke. Hindman 
dove into the water and recovered the 
tit. 

Then the pilot spotted a pack of 
sharks near the boat. 

Hindeen placed a lmssatic splint  on 
the man's broken leg and than, put him 
on the hoist pseteator. 

A fifth survivor was spotted cling-
ing to a board. Again the sergeant de-
ployed, swan the penetrator to the man, 
pulled his loose and fastened him to 
the penetrator for recovery. 

This time, five blue sharks were 
seen within 20 yards of the two men.  

A sixth survivor was spotted float-
ing in a hfe preserver nearby, and  a-
gain Hindman deployed into the shark 
infested waters. This recovery • like 
the others was made in minim= time. 

The next two survivors were found a-
bout IS minutes later, and the sergeant 
deployed into the sea for the fifth 
time in less then three hours to make 
the recovery. 

The second I*I-3E piloted by Capt. 
Ivid E. Holt with Sergeant Preble a-
board arrived on scene and the os-scene 
HC.130 vectored this helicopter to the 
ninth survivor. 

Sergeant Preble was briefed on the 
shark threat. A hover was established 
over the survivor and Preb 1. was lover-
ed. Despite 15-foot waves which  am 
minute submerged him and the next Left 
him dangling above the water, he se-  
cured the survivor to the penetrator. 

'anwhi1e, the hoist operator spot-
ted a 15-foot shark less than 10 yards 
from the two nest, and directed the pi-
lot to position the helicopter rotor 
wash over the shark. This frightened 
the shark away and provided time to 
sake the recovery. 

After an aerial refueling, the crew 
continued the search. 

The 10th survivor was spotted sit-
ting atop an overturned lifeboat. The 
helicopter hovered over the survivor 
and Preb le again dep loved into the 

Psg• 4 
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stop at 41e1]an AFB, Calif. 

Shortly after the Caribou reached 
the halfway point between Hawaii and 
the California coast, oil loss guyed 
one of the engines to freeze, and the 
three-man crew was forced to shut it 

Th. other 11 aircraft continued on 
while the 12th limped across the re-
maining 700 miles. 

After the call for help, the HC-130 
Hercules, flying rh.ck)itt for the mis-
sion, from the 41st Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Squadron at Hamilton AFB, 
Calif., was joined by the Super Jolly 
Green Giant (also from the 41st) and an 
HC-130 Hercules tanker from the 1550th 
Aircrew Test and Training Wing, Hill 
AFB, Utah, to provide an aerial refuel-
ing source for the helicopter. 

The C-7 crew had gone through their 
ditching procedures, which called for 
the pilot to remain in the cockpit and 
the rest of the crew to secure them-
selves in the cargo area. 

Thirty miles southwst of Sausalito, 
Calif., the C-7 skidded across the wa-
ter to a stop, while the i-(1-I-53 hovered 
overhead, waiting to pick up the crew. 

The first P1 out of the helicopter, 
Sergeant Fish, sew two men get out the 
back of the plane, and then noticed a-
nother with his arm sticking out of the 
broken cockpit window. 

"The mat (Captain Henderson) was 
pinned inside and couldn't get out the 
top window," explained Sergeant Fish. 
'The water level was roving up; it was 
up to his chin when I got there and 
small waves were coming up over his 
head.' 

Sergeant Fish said Henderson asked 
iim whether he had any oxygen, and he 
said that he didet but that he could 
get him out okay. 

The sergeant got his legs inside the 
plane, tore away some of the debris and 
metal • arid motioned to Sergeant Craig 
for additional help. 

"I really dide' t think I'd be able 
to get him out in time, but kept work-
ing at it," he commented. 

That Sergeant Craig arrived to help, 
and the two PJs got the captain out at 
last and inflated his life preserver. 

bwswhile, a Coast luard cutter had 
?icked up the other two crewneitbers 
from their raft. 

The C-7 sank, just as the PTS  and 
Henderson were lifted on board the he-
licopter, less than 15 minutes after it 
had ditched. 

I Oopsl We goofed I 
II ARRS -- flops! We goofed. Our 

first issue was barely off the press, 
vnen a sharp-eyed reader spotted a mis-
cue in an article. It was just a case 

an Upside-down 9. 
Inadvertently • the 76th APRSq had 

been transferred to Andersen APR, ham, 
from Hickan APR, Hawaii, in the arti-
cle. Actually, the 79th APRSq at Ander-
sen was the unit involved. Hence an up-
side-down '). 

We apologize to both units concerned 
and have informed our proofreaders that 
the 76th is at Hickes and the 79th is 
at Andersen. or is it the 76th at.... 

aboard arrived at the 

shark-infested waters. 
He swan the pematrator to tne over-

toned boat, pulled the survivor into 
the water and secured him to the pene-
trator. This survivor was in shock, had 
a broken wrist and was triable to help 
in any way. However, both men were re-
covered in reisdasas time. 

The search for other survivors can.
tiip.jed several days, but all that was 
fcsnid were the bodies of five rem and 
debris. 

Rescue crew saves 
Dragonfly pilot 
down in Cambodia 

BIEN IDA AS, WN -- Rescue crews 
saved an Air Force A-37 Dragonfly pilot 
(Nov. 29) after his aircraft was shot 
awn by esew ground fire In Kapatg 
Thom, Cambodia. 

Capt. Alvia W. Moore II was picked 
up in hostile territory by t.rs of 
the 37th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Squadron on alert here from lIe Nang 
Airfield. 

The pilot was ona low pass when he 
felt the aircraft shudder. %aeents la-
ter, the pilot of an accompanying A-37 
radioed Captain "tore that his aircraft 
was on firs. 

As flus reached the cockpit, the 
captain ejected and parachuted into the 
hostile area. 

"anwhile • the wing man contacted an 
HC-130 Hercules rescue command aircraft 
from the 39th Aerospace Rescue and Re-
covery Squadron at Can Ranli Bay AS. The 
H.ro.aics relayed the information to the 
Joint Rescue Coordination Center at Tan 
Son Nhut AS, and two 144-53 Super Jolly 
Green Giants and a pair of A-i Skyraid-
era were launched from Sian Hoe to make 
the resale. 

Captain 'bore, in good condition 
with burns on his face, arm and leg, 
reported to the Hercules that there 
were hostile forces in the vicinity. 

The A-is escorted the 144-535 in for 
the pickup but heavy ground fire forced 
the helicopters to pull. out. 

As the A-is roved in to silence the 
enemy glans • friendly forces on the 
ground entered the area and helped Cap-
tain moore to a safer location. 

on the second attempt, the piäaç 
was successful. 

While Captains Stephen T'1er, air-
craft commander, and Norm Goley, copi-
lot; flew the helicopter back to Blest 
Hoe, the rescued pilot was attended by 
TSgt. John Young and A1C Charles D. Al-
dean, pararesoiesren- Sgt. John Drayer, 
flight engineer, assisted also in the 
rescue. 
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