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CHAPTER V 

MISSION NARRATIVES  

SAR activity for the quarter started on 8 Nov 71 when Captain 

Rodney S. Griffith and crew were scrambled at the Ben Hoa FOL. The 

objective for the mission was a downed VrAF H-34 helicopter located 

deep In Cambodia. Enroute to the crash site the crew was advised 

that the survivors were in contact with the enemy and being forced 

to leave the wreckage. At this time the on scene commander, a Mike 

AC, began putting the TAC Air provided by both fast and slow movers. 

Upon arrival in the SAR area the Jo] lys rendezvoused with two Ubon 

base Sandys who began preparing the area for the pickup attempt. 

Ordnance was placed within close proximity to the survivors, and 

a smoke screen laid between the survivors and known enemy positions. 

At this time the Sandys briefed the Jollys on the pickup and an ingress 

was initiated. As the Jolly approached the pickup point the crew 

vision became obscurred by the smoke screen which drifted over the 

survivors location. At this time Sandy lead advised the Jolly to 

make an immediate egress from the area. As Capt Griffith began the 

pulut the copilot spotted the survivors yellow smoke and red 

marker pannel approximately 50 meters away. The helicopter was 

slowed and a landing made in a small clearing adjacent to the 

suvivors1 s markers. As the survivors scrambled on board through 

the aft ramp the Sandy's and Cobra gunships cortnued to expend around 

the pickup area. Ground fire was reported throughout the pickup 

phase, but was not observed by Capt Griffith and crew as a result of 

the smoke screen. Once the eight survivors were safely on board a 
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high speed low altitude egress from the area was made and the air-

craft recovered uneventfully at Bien Hoa AB, 

Four days later Capt Griffith and crew were again scrambled 

from the Bien Hoa FOL, A VNAF UH-IF was reported down twenty miles 

northeast of Bien Hoa, A RASH FAC Briefed the Jollies on the 

situation while they proceeded to the area. An army hunter-killer 

team began preparing the area while the Jollies readied their air= 

craft for the rescue attempt. The survivors were located in the 

trees at the edge of a large clearing. Immediately upon arrival 

they were advised that the area had been thoroughly prepared and 

were cleared in for the pickup. An a.tratative decent and power 

recovery to a landing was made in the immediate Vicinity of the 

survivors who rapidly boarded through the crew entrance door. During 

the recovery, ground fire was reported north of the LZ but was 

never confirmed by the crew. Egress was made.. from the area and 

seven survivors brought safely back to Ellen Hoa. 

On 25 November 71 Jolly Green 70 and 73 were scrambled out of 

the Bien Hoa FOL for a Navy CH-46 shot down nnety miles south with 

twenty -ore p.eop 1 e on board. Major problems  enczun te red en route were 

navagation being hampered by low ceilings and poor visibility. As 

a resulz both aircraft, forced to fly at 10Q-390. feet AG.L, were 

expsed to enemy ground fire as they approached the down he] i cop ter. 

K,g advised the Jollies to withdraw t a safe holding point to 

await area preparation. Major Robert B. Sw.ench the Alpha Low AC 

on Jolly Green 70 was advised that Dustoff and Sea Wolf helicopters 

had extracted seven Injured survivors and that his assistance would 

be required to pickup the remaining personnel. Jolly Green 70 
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Date: 8 Nvr17l 

itiion uzer: 00- .4ovemor 1971 

Aircraft sinaticn: King 24 

Distressed Aircraft: King Bee w/GrQund To,-am  

Location: 1t5 DW  cn the 342 Radial CH 73 

.$) P. 0751. J - r diverted Lc€  2j, to proceed Lo the  I55/170/C3 advising 
t..a. a rad e*w. srot dn ti;h 7 SO;-. solly Green 70 were 
enroute fr H '73 and Sandys 5 and. 6 were ben rabled from ca 93. Mike  
& was on scene and the survivors were reported t. e uner atii.ck. 

We proceeded to the crsi sc*n and e5 line contact with Lam  ad 
and Pyrarld. We requested infc atiozi on the sit.ation and the frequency 
o: Mike 64 froip kiatrx.haw--d informed us that King Bee, a CH 34 was down 
and we could taLc .o }4J.e 64 on A d.iscret frequency, 372.0U, 
waa obtained fri ?raj4. itarod saia that they could not c'ue up that 
fquency. 7 

At 07351Z initia1 contact waa established wn ..ranny 01, nri Mike 65 
wo was Mike reLaceect. At that time b< iry and Mike 65 were 
eroute to tie scene. At O'13 we estaolished with 14ILe b4 and. 
aes.nated him OS. AlL SML Forces on 280.9 weca t.oid to QS'! Xing 21 on 
364.2. 

During th13 time harcxi ixifoi us that they were ii.Th and to effect fur- 
ter coordinaLon with Sundog Alpha on 121 .6V. At this time Kinz''!k 
to OS was 0750Z. 

At 07402, jol1 y GieeM6 
-QC..- ...l . . .. 

- with  . 5.-..  

AL O?4Z iji. 61.,  iud uis re 6 peoplo on  the irvxam 
t) •:noppr .d : t:r. - - t; grO..n 
said that the 5urviyors weremovin t clear area for U3e as & 
zone and that they were ttirg pur'3u by the eneij. Lu 'Bee had been 
ahct down wt'.i1e attempting to extra th6 •grotnci t. 

Weather OS was 450JI broken with good visibility, altimeter 2990 
Tnra.jn was fia- 100 elevation with 00' trees The hostile ait.uat.ion 
consisted of i arms Lire. 

________ 
GROtJP-4 

j_...- 3LCflCT 't Dowgrded at 3 year intervsfs,, 
I 

- Ueas.sjjj af;cr 12 yc.rs. 
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: ) - j •r . Ô) 

t an er -re 
Li i:r .l 

Fr anc 30rw" was tci from Sudog Alpha. 
iiamrod a & t< 'A.43 -a. L. -:64.2. .e recao8ted that 

....atLCn rod. was 
r 'AU Air 

uz - 

fl no 'ch :h  xagn 

ie uttrnpted to cctat ?awne T4r -  -cas in obtain- 
L:i AO , wev .. I. Lw 56 
report ta the srrn' ias Lo. - . s v_vi n-' survivors 
were -tllI nrr 'fire. 

•.t we 7  ee e  qu1 t:atJ ct 2cr TAG Air 
.nat w r-ed ir. At 0&.12 r': u trz: and hawk 
-- •4r'• C re.;' - • ,-is e frr'ei on the 
.kor7 r support. 

t Mb. ItTB an1 M65 was •. asked for a Kacked up 
podiion of the LZ but 64 said he wci rve o it.. in th c1  &r. We 
tho asked for TA(AN raial & iM He '..orted it. as 3 ! 5/102 çlater 
he revt:ed it to 342/115/73), at thi J. Gr..nr ?L wa i:ster and itTB'd. 
M05 ixrormcd u; triat a1er 2b (4 tiue-rCorn-as, .s Ln. o. 

A: O81Z G-unfightr 01 ceckd in with 16 bnae &act Nape, 4o5 started to 

work thorn ai aeon as they wc.-a avai 

At 0813Z e were c.ra that, Kg 27 was of  Cd 71 at 08112, cA 0400Z. 
At 08152 we were inford by Joker Ut H.ccory lo could AA Gnllghter 01 ati.  
arytinte.. 

At 08202 Gunfighter 01 :,sent to the tank and haider 26 was put to Work,.-
at 08302 Hawk 01 was 05 and was immediately put to work and the Raiders held 

close by. Hawk 01 had M32s, Nape and Nails. 

At. 08252 JG 65 and 70 were established in holding 5 MM East of LZ. 
for Sandy 5, 6 was 0900Z. 

Three more flight3 of TAC Air were requestei from Sundog Alpha. We were 
informed that we would have Clay fit, Hawk 03 and ecicird 09. 

,- IfICTh&J? DowngradLdat3yer !riter 
Desific. after 1.21 7C 1 
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At 07 wc 

in on 77 wth a J& 65 and 70 was 11C0Z. A replace- 
ment 'et;d 1csi1r ad 'r iifcrd y sundcg Alpha 
that Satdog .."..i:i at 0f 2. Law 56 i: us tha; there were 8 

La a~ t i ng az; tn L w tn a 

•j- j, 01 ;ra' oegan 

27  
09OCZ, LtJ 52was  again r& wi- approacnn dartes in case we 
had to d dorn th iz - rs, - 

A±'tz' 030rd1nat10n i ;: andy .5. iating .i.nd anu time rezining we 
cane!. o'. reu-st for £'as, o- r sm.<e. Saay 5 & 6 began trolling for 
ground :ire. J and 70 ckd in j.2 at ni tine and pe A was 

Phase began at 0918Z. Sandy 5 3aw  ground fLre .rest of LL and expendeci 
on it. Raider 26 (.'now a flight of L Cras) worked with Sandy 5 & 6 in phase 

At 092O.. Clay I & 2 were sent to, tn tank  and at 092!Z Lb.oy fit checked 
in wit 12 MK22'a ct and 12 X82s xn extended. LOWbOY fit had very little 
fuel so he was also sent to Lhe tank 03 and iked bird O were in holding. 
Red Bird 09 had wail to wall high drag uoibs. 

At 0925Z woke had been deployed by Sandys 5 & 6 and the aurvivtrs report.: 
ed negative fire in their iieediate vicinity. Survivors wee asked 
smoke at O9.>Z S ne cailed that they were tud.n.g around fir*. 
to the N Sandy  nt At 0935Z aiiters were bingo lad 
At 094) phase was Icxçlete. 

At 0940Z iiLgnter 1)1 hecko. e had landed at Cli 3 iti2 
fueled. He w released ; O94, Hawk  03 was asked to escort JG 6 & 7O: 
to CH 73' !i25Z under t.- .utance at  27. &edbird 09 wa eattàc 
Law 56. to destroy the Cd all particj P.-WtSL were iaforxaed they. thsS1. 
was terminated azut that they,  were released. L.  Sandy 5 & 6 kTB'd to CI93. 

3eer.l prdb1as were encountered in this Mis8io basicaliy 
Of knowledge of what to expect in a Cambodian operation. The 
.4 out o.t CH 73 without tbe SA dedicated Hawks, wh they were 
were not available and only- became availabI4  later as TAC Air. If tba 

Thwngrdid 
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Other eesources used  - 

Mike 6J../65 ...G4 igtter  01 
Law 56 Red  Bir&-~-q  
&aider 2 HayOJ 
!Granny O' 

SAR Resources 1 

J oUy Green 6/70 
sandy 5,t 

T J. Ath 
tion C'der 

sd also :a:. -J.pba 
were at Fa ,-i!o '. , I felt that 
CDU 15j sh. availa- 
b.e,in e '• uu.-. . .r... .e #.. use 
this oriiace in Ca ti r-o --lave 'ic. 113 of.ire nana. At least 
ome.type of zrapke rligrt made i 'or all We 's'i 

to :r 52 cn C-on :: frorn Phu Gat. '- i '.,'at is closing now and Joker 
sada tit t -j weret '1 ; ztU 52. .. trie location, ADLU 

2 o1 c .: iC1S. In request- 
2e en fr it wa... c - rne ieiay. est 

t:at Joxr op r:. :is :.t ncotrg evcs immediately 
av-i1abL e fa,iii.r wi::. 

I feel,  tha, tie isi vraI very 3sfally hancild. ithout 
the a 5s.ance 01 A%5,. the rcov.ry of 8 perzon. could not iave reen cor1ete- 
ed that d -. if th iror have t.> sri the night. I feel that Lt 
is very questionable e.her or not tht would have L,.eenz alive the next day 
the to the intense enerny activity in the area. 

i.xtg 21 Crewern.ers 

AC/AMC Capt iert J. Uagr 
C? 1 Lt Jame V. JoriaL 
N Major Thomas E. Doherty 
hO 55gt John r.. Freeman 
FE Sgt George T. Whitlow  
FE. Ssgt Louie B. Payne 
U( 5Sgt Jaiw.e aivera  

King 2': reerers 

AC/NC Capt. Don L Owen 
CP I It Thomas u. Parks Ill 
N apt Jonn 0. Thomas 
OS'-Sgt James Chrisan 

FE TSgt Ldward L. Pike 
Uz Ssgt bobby .6.  Stbs 
LM TSgt Claude it. Ferrand 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH AIR FORCE PACAF 

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96307 

SPECIAL ORDER 7 MAY 1972 
G-1063 

BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT, EACH OF THE FOLLOWING IS 
AWARDED THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS FOR HEROISM WHILE 
PARTICIPATING IN AERIAL FLIGHT ON THE DATE INDICATED. 

SSAN NAME ON PAS 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL 

CLAR<E JOHN 4 711011 th3RSSK 

CAPTA IN 

BURKF ROBERT F 711108 NARHSB 
1ST OLC 

FOLEY NORMAN F 711129 DAQKJR 

GRIFFITH ROONEY S 711108 DAQKJR 

HART LESLIE C 711231 DAQKJR 

SARTORI MICHAEL C 711108 DAQKJR 

SILVIA RONALD 711011 UBRSSK 

TYLER STEPHEN R 711129 DAQKJR 
1ST OLC 

WITHERS JAMES F 700610 NARMT6 
6TH OLC 

TECHNICAL SERGEANT 

NARDI EUGENE L 711108 DAQKJR 
5TH OLC 

G- 1063 



SO G-1063, HO 7TH AIR FORCE, APO SAN FRANCISCO 96307, 7 MAY 1972 

SALOME CHARLES F 711231 DAQKJR 
1ST OLC 

YOUNG JON H 711129 DAQKJR 
2ND OLC 

STAFF SERGEANT 

GARCIA DAVID 711108 DAQKJR 

WINES JAMES W 711231 DAQKJR 

SE RGEANT 

DkAYER JOHN W 711129 DAQKJ 

AIRMAN fIRST CLASS 

ALDEAN CHARLES B 

/ 2Nfl CL  

ASHOOWN JAMES K 
151 O1.0 

WAGNER MICHAEL L 

711108 DtQKJ 

711231 DAQKJR 

711231 DAQKJR 

OR THE COMMANDER 

1 i 
i' i i/II/)c4i 

H/K PFA1SCH,  SMSGT, USAF 
AA ST DIFT'R OF ADMINISTRATION 

DISTRIBUTION 
G 
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Robert LaPointe 

From:"Lori" <cbaldea@mn.mediaone.net> 
To: 'LaPointe' <rapointegci.net> 
Sent: Saturday, May 06, 2000 12:25 PM 
Attach: chuck & me.jpg 
Subject: Fw: Hi 

Bob, Fleres some stuff on missions you asked for. Picture is after 12nov71 
mission; Pilots-  Griffith& Sartori; PJ's- Nardi& Aldean; not pictured 
FE-Garcia. 

8Nov71 mission in Cambodia Nardi & I both remember we were 
expecting Americans. When they broke tree line, were Viet's wearing combo 
good guy-bad guy uniforms & were all carrying AK's. Came in ramp by Nardi. 
He kept close watch on em because we still weren't sure who they were, & 1 
layed down covering fire with mini on way out. They were off loaded pretty 
hush hush at Bien Hoa. We were told later they were a 'road watch' team of 
repatriated bad guys. 

24May71 Your mission report covers it pretty well. 

29Nov71 Cambodia If you remember being at Bien Hoa shortly 
after Jim Thomas's bird went down, the unidentified picture of pilot on 
Your web site could have been this guy. Was burned, & I dressed his arm & 
cleaned up his face a little. 

25Nov71 Nardi & I hi bird. Thomas, Prose, Steeds lo bird 
made succesful pickup. Both took hits on way in. Stopped at small army base 
to check for damage & had quick Thanksgiving Turkey.[Was Thanksgiving Day] 
On way back to Bien Hoa weather real bad. They went down. We returned & 
couldnt see anyone in water. I went in river but very strong current & poor 
visibility & coukint locate for sure where wreckage was. Also put me down on 
shore but again unable to locate survivors. Short time later we did pick up 
Steed who apparently had been taken to different location on shore by Viet 
fisherman. Keep up good work. See you in Sept thanks Charlie Aldean 

Original Message  
From: < Qnarh@a.1 40m> 
To: <cbaldea@nrndncdipnenet> 
Sent: Monday, April 24, 2000 3:40 PM 
Subject: Hi 

> Here is the picture you asked about 
> 

5/6100 



oint effort pays off ' 

Seven saved in one mission 
BIEN HOA - Rescue crews from 

the 37th Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Squadron on alert here 
recently rescued seven crewmen and 
passengers of a downed Republic of 
Vietnam Air Force (VNAF) helicopter 
from possible capture or death by 
nearby enemy forces. 

The VNAF helicopter was hit at 
8:57 a.m., the seven airmen aboard it 
were on their way to safety via an 
HH-53 Super Jolly Green Giant 
helicopter. During those 31-minutes 
however, a lot happened. 

As soon as the VNAF chopper went 
down, an emergency call went to 3d 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Group headquarters Joint Rescue 
Coardination Center (JRCC) at Tan 
Son Nhut. Maj. Jimmy Lewis, the 
duty controller, immediately located 
the site and his map while MSgt. 
Darryl D. Tincher plotted the position 
on the center's search and rescue map. 

Major Lewis then punched the 
hot-line button for Bien Hoa, ordering 
the two HH-53s on alert there to 
launch. The next order of the day was  

to get air cover over the downed 
crewmen. To do this, Major Lewis 
contacted the U.S. Army liaison 
officer with the JRCC, Lt. Col. Gus 

reyhosky, and asked that Army  

gunships be diverted to the rescue site. 
Near Major Lewis, intelligence 

officers plotted the area again and 
evaluated it as "hot"... known enemy 
troop concentrations, within range of 
possible enemy mortars, good chance 
of ground fire. 

Minutes after the crash, an Air 
Force OV-10 Bronco forward air 
control aircraft was on the scene, and 
notified the JRCC that there was 
enemy small-arms fire in the area, 
some as close as 50 yards north of the 
downed men. 

JRCC had by then diverted a 
specially modified HC-130 Hercules 
aircraft to act as airborne command 
and control center for the rescue. 

More minutes passed until finally 
voice contact was made with the 
Vietnamese crewmen. There was no 
injuries but they could hear enemy fire 
very close to them. They had not as 
yet made contact. 

While the Jolly Greens were 
churning their way to the area, U.S. 
Army Cobra gunships had reached the 
scene and began working with their 
cohort, a tiny OH-6 low observation 
helicopter to surpress the enemy's fire 
and keep them away from the downed 
chopper. 

The Jolly Greens arrived soon after. 
One of the big helicopters stood off to 
provide cover while the other went in 
for the rescue. 

teseac 
pickup were .41p alar .,,. 

Gnffita,. arcraf Lor,ntan,.ier aftd 
Micha I C S'ui.ori co-pilot. Crewmen 
inclu,ded Sgt.. Dav'd Garcia, flight 
engiiieer, and pararescuemeh TSgt. 
Euge -ieL. Nandi and AIC Charles B. 
Aldean. 

-captainGriffithbrought the HH-53 
in for a landing near the downed 
VNAF ehepper, and the Vietnamese 
aimie quickly scrambled aboa)-d. This 
was the :secon.d reue m,jsion of the 
week or tic en at Bieia earlier 
hs ,Mck pulled an.olher eight 

non tmuing to Irve up to 
iS:'3.motto - "That others 
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CItTrcq TO CCpjy THE, ~VZD OF 

THE DIsTINGtJIS}l PLUNG CROSS 
(SECOND OAK LEAP CLUST) 

TO 

MMLES B. 1WJ1 

iz-man First Class Charles L •Udean distinguished hinae1f by heroism 
while participating in aerial flight as F

Orarescue Specialist on an NH_53 Rescue Helicopter near Kraoheh, Cgintx)dia, on November 1971. On that date, irn ldeen$a Outtndin4, airenehip and extensive technical s1'&ll, under di  splayed the extremely hardous conditions of making a pick up in a known hostile area, culminated in the resew of eight Vietnamese creimeyje whose 11-3.4 Helicopter had been shot down. With eomplete disregard for his own personal safety, and despite the threat of hostile ground fire Airmen Pldean exposed himself in the open door of the helicopter to man his defensive g im Position and provide suppressive tire tbrouhout the lending and recovery of all w1rvivo'a. The outstanding heroism and selfless devotion to duty displayd by Airman Aldean reflect great credit upon himself and the !Ynited States Air Force. 


