
410..-WWLEallum. I 
DATE: 29 November 1971 

MISSION NUMBER: A-3-038 November 71 	 c-1C1a5sa.P1ea-b7 	  
ri1.733.111CT TO O1L cixS3I?IcIi.ZTc 

AIRCRAFT DESIGNATION: King 21 	 zisamoulz :7 2,0,: I' _ DZR 11652 
-31l2TOMA.T2'' - 1 	 J1.2 T NO 

DISTRESSED AIRCRAFTS: CH -47 — Playtex 866 	LAB Irl'7- 	 - 

1)13CIZ:2_ = 	 2tr-- -1)  
LOCATION: 130-1000  Radial 10-15 Miles Hue Tacan 

SAVES: NONE 

At 0430, 29 Nov. 71, we were briefed by Jack that we would be diverted 
from the normal King 21 orbit to cover the search for an Army CH 47 - Call 
Sign - Playtex 866 that had been missing on a flight from Danang to Hue Phu 
Bat. The last reported contact was at 0530Z 29 November on the 1300  radial 
of Hue MDB. King 21 arrived in the area of the search at 9730 local and made 
contact with PECAN - a ship off the coast acting as on-scene •commander. 
At that time there were no aircraft in the area due to bad weather conditions. 
Contact was made with Hue approach control who confirmed the last call of 
Playtex 866. He reported on the 1300 radial of Hue NDB at 0530Z, said he 
was declaring an emergency and going Tactical IPA. There was no indication of 
the nature of the emergency. Contact was then made with Danang VFli control 
to attempt to determine the exact route of flight. They indicated that they 
did not have radio or voice contact with Playtex 866 at any time. The weather 
in the area at the time of last contact was reported to be 500 to 1000 over-
east - visibility 3-4 miles and ooth cielings and visibility lower in rain 
showers. Queen had a report teat some fishermen observed a low flying 
helicopter pass over head about that time and he was heading out to sea. 
This area was on about the 1000 radial of Hue NDB and on the coast. About 
0830 local, several Army helicopters '\ 6) arrived in the area led by Smokey 
26 - a UH1H. A search area was set up and co-ordinated with Smokey 26 and 
each aircraft covered an area 10 kilometers square. Several sightings were 
Lade of old wrecks in the area of ZD 169058 and ZD 151054 but were confirmed 
as previous crashes. During the morning hours, attention was focused in the 
area of the coast and low Lands where the Playtex was last reported. The 
high areas were obscured by low clouds. At 1130 local King 21 was diverted 
from the mission to cover the orbit due to another SAIL in progress. Upon 
returning around 1300 local we were informed by Sailfish 18 (101 et Airborne 
Cad Post) that the Army had called off the search for the day as the weather 
was too bad. During the afternoon, three aircraft were used to continue the 
search and the area was expanded to Include the sea. Several items were 
found floating off shore but could not oe readily identified as being on 
board the aircraft. They consisted of 6 - 7 boxes of *Booster Bomb Nose* 
1-148. Let 2020, and numerous cans about 10-15" long and 5-8* in diameter. 
These were suspected to be contents of the boxes as several had broken. 
These were located on the 090 radial for 18 miles from Hue Tacan. A piece 
of plywood about Ells& was discovered about 2 miles further out and several 
pieces of white styrofoam and a piece of cloth about the 26 mile area on the 
087 radial. The ship- PECAN was vectored to the areas of debris but nothing 
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could be identified. Jolly Green recovered one box of Booster Bomb Nose 
M-142 for later identification. King 21 departed the area at 1615 local 
due to lack of fuel. The weather in the search area remained 500 to 1000 ft 
overcast with 3-4 miles visibility - lower in rain showers, and moderate 
to severe turbulance was encountered in mountainous areas. 

King 21 Crewmembers  

AC/AMC Lt Col oidgar C. Benson Jr. 
CP 	1Lt James F. May 

Capt Joel F. Hancock 
Maj James J. Kelly 

HO 	MSGT Thomas H. Kimbrell 
HO 	TSGT Lester L. Auark 
FE 	MSGT Sidney A. Presley 

FE 	TT Kenneth G. Spiegel 
LM 	TSGT Johnny b. Mullins 
F.6 	TSGT Agar L. Trout Jr. 

Capt Thomas T. Ishii Jr. 
HO 	SSGT Rosco Williams 
FS 	Col Lewis Smith 

Other Resources Used 

Smokey 26 + 6 UHliits (Army) 
Helix 15 
Jolly Green 72/21 (AM) 65/67 (PM) 
Flatboat 33 (2 Gunships) 

IL C. BENSON, Lt Col., USAF 
Aircraft/Airborne Mission Commander 

Ships  
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OT ICZYUW RUMUJNAU34b 3.3-31005!..CCLC---RUCIMAA.' . 	• 

0 291000Z I40V 71 
OL-A/3AHRliP SON TRA Ab RVN 

TO RUEFHUA/CSAF/AFXOTZti 	 - ,:7• .; 
RUHHABA/PALA1- /HI(..K.HAM AFB H14)0h t  
RUCIMAA/HUS ARRS/CUMMANU PUST/SC9Tt AF 6 ILL 
INFO RUCLAAA/Hti-  USAF-. ALT:MAAWELL Af"11: AL. 	•i 
RUCIMAA4MAc mA0CCp,.., 	 - 
RUMMRSA/70-  Ai ON NHUT AFLU RVN/CC/U0/000/IN/UOCT/0P -, 

 RUHHAbA/41ARHWb CONTROL CENTER UOLIHICKHAM AFti - H1 	.- 
RUHHHUA/CINCPAC/CC 	 ! 
RHMSMVA/MACV SAIOON RVN 
RUEKAAA/AFLOC FT RITCHiL 	 t n 	v 
RUMJR8A/CTr (7 
RUHG0SA/CTt2 (7.0 

 

RUMOJAA/39ARHS CUM RAHN BAY AB RVN: 	 /e3 
RUMMRSA/3AKRUP TAN SU NHUT-AFLU , KVN/JRCC 
RUMUMMA/10IST 	 PHL),-eAlf R VN ,  
RUMUJBA/37ARKS UANANU-,AB , - RVN 	7 : - 

RUMOREA/56S000: NA1SHON PHANOM RTAFET .  THAILAND- - 
 PAIC: TWO:- RUMUJNA0346C OrN4-YI U: EN TA1 Avilr 

• 

RUMOSRA/OL-b 3ARHGH UUORN-RTAFB. THAILAND 
RUWTFJA/USAFMPC.-.RANUOLPH ,.AE&JEX/OPMCS 

7:7  
CONF 	U, 
CONFqUE.NTIALAUPREP 	 '3ARROP/RESCUL A-3-03b/0047Z NOV 
1. RESCU.upt -kio4.voLepfw. 	isuw. 	.41sAc.:4 - 	- _ 
2. MISSION. NUMbERI1Ar.73.1-03ar2,9,„:714,4V1,71:.' 
3. SITUATION: Akt414•7A.1444H4,1g14e:FERIVISiiKALS*LN6, :ANCi• PRESUMED UOWN 

BL.TWEEkk-Lkei.At4OKAOA41740-rgtH4bALtikPOSSIBLY7INTHE_ SOUTH CHINA SEA. 

	

A. DESCRIVTIONSAR\ 0tgcrUL:A..7• 	 ' 
(114t7.40Aptimir44-tirt0OW1044?tAWA,0098 	 • 

(2)TACTLCAL.:FLIWJTPLAWER904AyUING'10NL 'CHARGER PAIPT9 	' 

, ,•.', HUE7PHUBAI'-,A1RffitL(1 	 ( 	 H 
(3) PILOT: UNKNOWN AT ThLS TIME 	" 
(41i POtIr. 	• 	' 
(5) WEATritit-VER'U POOR Iv 	 CLILING-- DOWN Ta.zoo IN , 

MOUNT A ts,K, ARt AS P'P 4,096.4V-R4 P144,710E*WMII 0Nti Akit4.41 P,:i• 
• '7- 	*r v  t 

IMMEUIATt 
UAY•19/1 

1G.22.53Z 
MSb # 0014.53 
FrtOM: AESC 
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- IMMEDIATE 	 ****************************** 
3.)jimpAY 19 /1 fit RI re r fil  I 12W.53Z 

1 mSb ts 001433 
FROm: ALSC 	 ****************************** 

(o) SURVIVAL .114UIPMENT4_ OS ARMY IS1ANDARD 
(7) LAST +, NOwAl .fi()S1TION:,16-.1bN 107-53E 

b. ACTIONS TAKEN: 
(1) cONTROLL1N(7 AGENLy, UL-At 3ARRGP, NOTIFIED AT 28085(),Z 

NOVEMbER 1971 bY DANAN6 TOWER THAT •A PLAYTEX 688 HAD NOT 

.7  

PAGE THREE RUmUJI4A0340 0 . 'N FIDENT1AL 
ARRIVED.‘„AT,Atity,E771.MU,ltkei-7-.04.141RORT.,.... 

:(2) FOLLOWING -.SAit +ORCES ALERTED: 
,39.ARRS : AT _29/00_011 NOv 71.  - 
.37 .  ARRS AT 29/00011 NOV 71 	 ; 

(C) 101ST ABNIIIV AT 29/0002Z NOV 71, - 	 -- 
(0) 20 TASS AT .29/00031 NOV 71 	 _ 

(3) FOLL0WIN(i .SAI( FORCES WERE LAUNCHED OR DIVERTED: 
(A) 39 MRS AT 29/00471 
(b) 37 ARRS ,AT 29/010-5Z 4 HH-53 
(C) 101 ABN DIV AT 29/0105Z 2 0-2 

F. FUTURE PLANS: 
AL ) PLAN .10,.SE:AftCH COASTAL AREAS AND LAND AREAS AT FIRST.z: . 

 LAW DE.PENLANb ON WEATHER. 
)2) SAR frORCES FOR 30 NOV 1971. 

(A) 39ARRS4.)1- 1 - HC-130R 
(b) 20 TASS - 3 .- UV -10 
(C) 101AbN DIV - UNKNOWN- UH-1H/LOCHIS 
(0) 1 cAv Div - UNKNOWN - UH-1H/LOCHtS 
(E.) US NAVY - UNKNoWN - UNKNOWN 
(F) VN NAVY 	UNKNOWN - UNKNOwN 

PA(.7E FUuR RumuuNA034b CONFIDENTIAL 
((A _37 ,ARSwe7 2: 	• 

0. SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS: 
1. ON 28 NOV -;/.1 THERE WAS ,A CO1MUN1CATION CHE.CK  ON OVER- 

DUE CH-.47, F, LAYTEX 	FIR5.7-,..T -LIGHT ON, 29 s.N0v .71 „KIN(' 21  
ARRIVED 1N AREA TO 8t. 	tuisT AbN wv PROVIDED HELI- 
CWTER. ,COVERAGE. -Oh„,..THE 	 HH-53•S FROM 37 ARRSW 

won:A  ,f0VER. COAST_. WEATHER IN 
MOSfo.THE,AREA WAS .0U F...8,ETTO-Vt,.7 RCAST wITH 1000FT VISIBILITY.7-.; 	' 
wATigit4AREASMAL), ,,b04.)DOVERAGE ANO SEVERAL ITEMS HAVE BEEN 
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- , IMMLUIATE 
3.14 DAY 1971 

u 0066:-J2 
FROM; AESC 
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- - - - 	 IP \ I33!_Tialiti ll: Li 41 4-  
OTTCZYUw R4lmUJNAU301 3341015 -CCCC - -RUC1MAA. uum,  

ZNy CCc.CC 	
.... Wei". 71.103.41M FY*, 	 two *A. sir 	 Local T ime 

0 301010Z NOV 71 	 and Dat e 2  **-)5 J115/10al. 
FM 0L-A/3ANRGP SUN TRA Ad HvN  
TO RUEFHUA/CSAF/AFXOTLb 
RUHHAdA/t-'ACAF/HILKHAM AFB Hi/u0h 
RUC  .t  •  S ARRS/COMMANO POST SCOTT AF8 ILL 

6 kuctAA. 	 — 

RUMMRSA/7A1- TAN SON NhUT AFLO RVN/CC/00/000/IN 
RUHHAdA/4IARRWG CONTROL CENTER UOC HICKHAM AI-€3 r 
RUHritiuA/CINPAC/CL 
RUMUMJA/10IST AdN UIV CAMP EA6Lt RVN 
RHMSMVA/MACV SAIGON RVN 
RUEKAAA/AFt0C FT R1TCHIL MU 
RUMFROA/CTF 17 
RUHGOSA/CTG /7,0 
RUMFTGT/CTU 0.6.9 
RUP010%4AA/69 ANRS COM HAHN BAY Aa RvN 
RUMMRSA/COmNAV 4b SAiGON 
RUMMRSA/3ARRGP TAN SON NHOT AFLU KVN/JKCC 

ILAt I 1.1 A / 	 I/ir5/111\1/Z 	AL 	CI 	tsi r mt.N4DmisafmnrN;;; tamimmiww mu 1,1,1 ,9 

PAGE TWO RUMUJNAU3461C0NFIUENTIALPI"Atlar 
RUMOSHA/OL-W3ARRGP uuuRN RTAF8 THAILAND  

ttaisctittssurED ROWITJA/USAFmK/KANUoLPH AF el TEA/uilmCS 
RUMOREA/56SOw 000 NAKHON PHANOM RTAFet THAILAND 
BT 
C+46,466 •1•Lalmam•L—..,  
CONFOENTIAL/..10PREP %;.i.FFY/OL-A7-3ARRGP/RESCuE A-3-038/100UZ 30 NOV 71. 

• • 
NUMtiERVA.!!4-0-38/004,f7Z-29 -.:,.NOV 

(.11-04:kkiELIctRISRAAS I;SSING?-AND PRESUMED DOWN aETWEEN 

0 41.01AN4i'• ANO -HUE PHU': BA 	 . 	SOU H CH i NA SEA , 
— 	 . . 

C PERSONNEL INFO .1,40..17 PERSONS.. LN V Qt....V 
(2) SAR OtWECTIVO'PLAYTEX 866* HAS. NQ L dELN LOCATED AT THIS. rImE. 
0. FLYING ACTIVITY FUR 29 NOV 71 ENuING LAST LIGHT. 

(1) 101A8N ON - 	SORTIES FOR 12.1 HOURS. 
(2) -37ARRSQ -,4 	SORTIES FOR 14•4HouRs. 

- 43) 39ARKSQ - 1 SORTIE FUR 9.7 HOURS. 

/ C .41(friz(-14( 

/9/e7e 04 45 

Icidu7/ 

- ;MEDIATE 
3. OAY 1971 
10.58.442 
tr-G # 003b2 
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ImMEUIATE 
3..54 DAY 1971 

, 10.58.44Z 
MS(' 4 003E32 

ALSC 

F.FOTURE PLANS: 
bElwEEN UANA)'4G 
DTILIzING Hhb3 
(e) SAR FoHCES 

ir 	 , 	* 

* 

	

:.L * 	_ 3_ 035 

41..AN TO CONTINuL THL SE-ARCH•OF THE LAND RODft 
TO HUE. wIIH ARMY HELICOPTERS AM) A OVER wATER sEARLH 
HELICOPTERS AND NAVY SHIPS AS SOON AS wEATHER PERmiTS. 
FuR I utC 71. 

7. 	 . ... 
PAGE THREE RUmUJNA03o1C0NFI0EN7IAL 4  

39:.ARRSti - 1- HCI30P  
T-; (t-s) 37 ARRStil - 2 HHb3 	- -, 	. 	• 	

_ 

, - '(C). 101 lAblv UIV:- 4 -6:- DH1H/LOCH  
4-111)) 1ST CAV UIV - 2 ---DHIH/LOC1' ' -. ' • - 	' 	• 
1‘1,4UMmARY OF SA R ACTIONS: (1) 407,-,iFIRST4.IGHT,PRIORJO LAUNCH 

WEATHERtHECK WAS MADEAfbANANGIYHUE/OHU-bAl'AND THE. RESCUE 
AKI4514, THE CEILINGS AND VISIbILITIES AT LAUNCH,bASES WERE hiEte Ow 
M4q0U0S,.. THE WEATHER IN THE SEARCH AREAS- NLVER 1MPR0VEU ENODGH 

0 4E 

WP4.1 176y

1 

. THE DAY TO PERMIT ANY TYPE OF FLYING. THE WINOS OVER 
PIE, §Eipic ALA OvER THE SOUTH CHINA SEA uktATEU HIGH SLAS,,WHITE 

, 	v.Olivi 1-PwING MIST :SO rAS TO 4iEOUCE VISIbILITY TO ALmUST2ER0 
k ..; GATE A0A,spi*Ac, St.ARCH 4 SLA SURFACE CuNoITIONS WERE.,REPORTE0 

EEN441AVAL SHIPS ON SCENE.. THE LORAECT-CAt.L . .SIGH'OF THE 
f04,, 5-14 .44.,114  AIgR.,CRAFT IS PLAyTEx 666,'4 

 

Gp....:14: , 	• 	.. r its Ile ti 	L ? .1- 
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10'.50.44Z, 	 * C) 
MSG $O0362 
FROM; AESC 
	

*************************** 

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED



ImmEDIATE 
335 gAY 1971 
11:04.052 
MSG # 011643 
FROM: AESc 

**;, ,*  
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L.. *  

****************4************* 

411.111/uh_EouJNAon17 33•1020 -CCCC--RUCIMAA. 

ultr/Qinz utt. 11 
FM 04-A 3 ARRGF SON TRA AB RVN 
To RUEFHOA/CSAF/AFxOTZB 
RUHHABA/PACAF HICKHAM AFB HI/00H 

 

RUrimAA/HaS_AAIS/ImMAND POST/SCOTT AFB 
TWITCHAAA/H6-usAF 	 B AL 
3VIIIMA4.14mAr..12ADCCP  
RUMMRSA/7AF IAN SON NHUT AFLD RVN/CC/D0/000/IN/DOCT/DP 
RuHHABA/41ARRWG/CONTROL CENTER DOC/HICKHAM AFB HI 
RUHHHQA/CINCPAC/CC 
RuMumJA/101ST ABN DIV DAmp EAGLE RvN 
RHMsmvA/MACv SAIGON RvN 
RUEKAAA/AFEoC FT RITCHIE MD 
RUMFRBA/CTF 77 
RUHGOSA/CTG 77.0 
RUMF68B/CGU 70.8.9 
RUMOJAA/39ARRS CAM RAHN BAY AB RvN 
RUMmRSA/3ARRGP TAN SON NHuT AFLD RVN/JRCCe1

assirlo,aly7 RuMu6KA/ComNAV 48 SAIGON 
SUB1ECT ro GEXERAL RUMuJ8A/37ARRS DANANG AB RVN s CITEDULE OF E,Z-1.C;;,"T I1.7E aRDER, 1165 AUTOMATICALLY DIC,Kik7" ' 	AT TAI 2  0 YEAR INITRITALS 	 . 

PAGE 2 RUMUJNA 0 01 7--$-F--f-O--& 	4_ 'ID 3 	 t aECIASIS 

RUMOSRA/01.-8 3ARRGP UDORN RTAFB THAILAND 
RUWTFJA/USAFmPC RANDOLPH AFB TEX/DPMCS  
RUMOREA/5,5OW/000/NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB THAILAND 
BT 

JIFFY/OL-A, 3ARRGP/RE3CUE A-3-038/ 
10902 1 DEC 71. 
1. RESCUE PROGRESS REPORT NBR: 2 
2. MISSION NUMBER: A-3-038 - 004; 29 - NOV 71. 
3. SITUATION:' A CH-47'HELICOPTER IS MISSING AND PRESUMED DOWN 

'BETWEEN DANANG-40(10 UEE-PHU BAIp POSSIBLY IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA. 
C. PERSONNELJNFO: ' * 

' 	(1) 33 PERSONS INVOLVED 	-- 	,- 
.(2) FLAyTEX 866 HAS-NOT BEEN LOCATED AT THIS TIME. 

D. FLYING ACTIVITY: FOR 01 DEC AND ENDING LAST LIGHT. 	 T shGlika".eik%A  
.(1) 101 ABN DIV - / SORTY FOR 1:2 HRS. 

37 ARRSO * SORTIES FOR .52A_4RS. 	 Individual  3(0 
Contact

Tirae - IMMEDIATE 	 ***********4****4************* 	 ,,ftro tp, 
335 AY 1971 
11 : 04. 05Z 1311-2---11:e314 ---11€1w‘b..  * 	C  6  I 	 ••  -0- 	

- ; 

MSG = 18.011643 	
*I ---4-114101641111110(  \ 	* FROM;AESC 	 **** ***  

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED



- IMMEDIATE 
335 DAY 1971 
11.04.05Z 
MSG # 011643 
FROM: AESC 

*********** ****************** 
* 	 •L 	* * 	C 	o 	-F1 	-110 1.04..EAk 	sr,.11b* 
****************************** 

2__ 
E. FUTURE PLANS: 

(1) PLAN TO CONTINUE THE SEARCH OF THE LAND ROUTE BETWEEN 
DANANGE TO HUE WITH ARMY HELICOPTERS AND AN OVER WATER SEARCH 
UTILIZING HH-53S HELICOPTERS AND NAVY SHIPS AS SOON AS THE 

PAGE 3 RUMUjNA0017C0NFI0tN'TIAL 
WEATHER PERtors7---7 

SAR FORCES FOR 2 DEC .1971:, 
(A) 39 ARRSQ-'. 1-7-HC-130V 
(S) 37 ARRSQ- 2 HH-53 
IC) 101 ABN DIV - 4 TO 6 -'0H-.14-1/LOCHS 
(D) 1S1 CAV 	2 TO 4 -.;'UH1H/LOCHS 

SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS: 
(I) AT FIRST LIGHT PRIOR TO LAUNCH TIME: A WEATHER CHECK' WAS 
MADE AT DANANG. HUE/PHU BAI AND THE SEARCH AREA, HUE WAS BELOW 
MINIMUMS AND DANANG WAS BARELY ABOVE. TWO JOLLY GREENS FLEW IN 
THE MORNING ON A FRAGGED MISSION NEAR THE SEARCH AREA. RETURNING 
FROM THAT MISSION THEY FLEW BY THE SEARCH AREA AND (WITH 200 TO 
300 FOOT CEILINGS) SPOTTED SOME 'GREEN' WRECKAGE ON AAEIEACH.':_ 
THEY WERE AT BINGO FUEL. SO  TOOK PICTURES OF WREKAGE AND RETURNED 
TO DANANG. AGTER REFUELING THEY TOOK OFF AGAIN TO RE-INVESTIGATE 
THE WRECKAGE AND ONE HUEY FROM HUEZPHU BAI JOINED THEM. THE 
WRECKAGE WAS CONFIRMED BY THE HUEY AS NOT CH-47. LATER. 'FLYING - 
UP THE BEACH THE HUEY LANDED IN SEVERAL PLACES AND DID PICKUP 
MORE DEBRIS. IT WAS JUDGED LATER NOT TO BE FROM A CH-47 ALSO'. 
BECAUSE OF LIMITED WEATHER THE JOLLY GREENS RETURNED THEN TO 

PAGE 4 RUMUJNA0017  C O.JLF 10 
DANANG. NO AIR REFUELINGS WERE ACCOMPLISHED. 

GP-4 
BT 
40017 

- IMMEDIATE 
335 DAY 1971 
11:04.05Z 
MSG # 011643 
FROM RFSC 
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* 
tCON F . 	- A 	* 

************************** 

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED


