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Laza.: 25 aevemner ;971 

tlisseon Nunaert 03-015-25 ac%eacier i-7J 

Aircraft DesigratIon: King 21 

Miseien Objective: CH-4a Cuckly 477 

Location: 142/18/Ch 115 UTH: aa 908880 

Saves: 21 Comeat. Seven credited to non-SA F eaeicopters. Fourteen cred-
ited to USAF helicopter jolly Green 70. 

At Olaea, 25 November 1971, while an normal erbit controlling search air-
craft on the Gunfighter 61 mission, we were reaeested by Joker to proceed to 
the Ch 115 (dish Thay) area where a Sak was in progress for a downed aircraft 
with 21 SOals. Location passed was 30 miles south of Ch 115. Joker had al-
ready launched jolly Greens 70 and 73 from Ch 73. Initial callaign passed 
for the downed aircraft was Cuddy 477(a C-7A). Since we were well beyond': 
UHF-VHF range I instructed the aadio Operator to obtain as much information 
as possible since details were quite sketchy. Our ..TA to the area was 03016Z. 

While proceeding to the area I requested a slow FAG in the area from -  ' 
Joker. I also inquired to the possieelity of getting Sandy aircraft from 
Ch 95 to proceed to the area to provide escort and aARCAP for the Jollies. • 
joker was unable to ootain the requested resources so I requested launch 
of the Hawks (A-37's) from CH 73 and requested Joker to obtain additional 	. 
soft ordinance from DASC 4 in case it would ee needed. 

At this Lime we were still eeyend UHF-VhF range but got Hi' contact 
with Jolly Green 70 and 75 who were nearing the SA a scene at 02451. They 
reported the weather was very marginal and that they were staying low under 
a 100-200 foot ceiling. I cancelled the request for Hawks because of the 
weather but Kept them on a standby posture. Just prior to the arrival of 
The Jollies ia the area, we learned that Mary aircraft were already in the 
area and were communicating FM which we were without. I requegted that 
Jolly Green or Joker try,  to get all aircraft involved up on 364.2 and iy  
would talk to thee As soon as we were within range. Jolly Graillgtlo reporte- 
ed that same o(the Navy aircraft werw unable to come up on that freque6- ' 	' 
cy but that 344.0 could be used. By this time I wae able to get UHF eami- ' 
tact with the other aircraft. 

Aircraft in the area at this time were Sealord 6 (UH-1), Black Pony 
105,115 (0V-10), Seawall' 94 and 99 OH- 1), !Alston' 70 and 78, and Jolly 
Greens 70 and 73. I appcinted aealerc 6 as On Scene Commander. Jolly 
Green 70 heard a beeper at 0235Z and etarted a DF aumIng maneuver on it 
although the crash position had eeen located. Shortly after commencing 
this ne tooe small arms fire and received one hit in his external fuel 
tank. This we_ coafirmee viseaely ey Jolly Green 73 tut damage was not 
exeensi ee. Joker at this ti orlered the Joi.Lies away from tne area to 
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deteeee -.,d 	G .:14.6 time tha terraen in the aea was mostly riee 
paddies wiee, 	 ae,:.eeent eo 	La4uy 	 lewned aircraft 

was on. Ae aeee 	 trom,Sealore e 	aceeed aircraft was 

a Navy Ch-46 not a C-7A as incieated oy the previoutie passed callsign) 
and that tnere were irieetlics near ehe aircraft.-wlth the hoetile fire 
ceming from a iocatien aoproximaeely one kilometer east of the scene, We 
received a ee—ieiee ef ohe pose at 14/18/eh 5 UTA WO. 908880. Sea- 

6 4t46 	 )14 a 	i ita guns. 'le deter- 
eened teat -e, erea wee safe eneugh fer a pickup aetempt and at 0300Z, 
eestoff 73 leeeed and pick ed ep theee survivors rec were eest eeriously 
weunded tnis ncluded the pilot e of ene (h-46). Sealord 6 piceed up 
four - survivors with minor wceeade. Dustoff 70 :proceeded to Binh Thuy with 
his survivors and Sealcrd 6 remained at the scene. 4nce Joker had 
previously ordered the Jollies out of the area we centacted Joker to ob-
tain a clearance for them t.j go in and pick ue tee foe:teen survivors 
remaining. Joker approvee the request and Sealord 6 directed Jolly 70 
to the lueation. Jolly Green 73 remained - airborne cover. Jolly 70 pick-
ed up the remaining survivors ( -ten U.S., feur indigenous) at 03gez and 
remained on the ground until 03142 to check his ele.ege and to remove some 
maeerial from the dcwned aircraft. He was accome:Anied on the ground by 
Navy Helo 271 who landed also to cneck gunfire damaee which he had re-
ceived while flying east of the eceeo. He was also acle to provide gun 
support while on the ground. While 70 and 271 were on the ground - Seawolf 
94 and 99 orbited overhead eetween the location of the two aircraft and the - 
source of the previous hostile fire. At 0e1147„ Jolly areen 70 accompanied by-
Jolly Green 73 left the area to proceed to Binh Thuy to drop off the survivors 
and also to check battle damage as previously instructed by Joker. Navy 
271 remained on the ground until 0327Z and thun proceeded to Binh Thuy. -  

Sealant 6 was near bingo fuel at 0332Z and left the scene." .Aircraft 
remaining et this time were Seawolf 94: and 99,. Sea:Lord 1, Black Pony 1.65 
krid 115. Seaiclf Operation (Sector TAC Operation Center) Md arranited - ''',L-±m 
tor ,security of the 	_aircraft and .friendly troops, wert, in the area. -.1;, 
At 4334 all aircraft-were released . from the . scene and ratiirnini t 1 n3  

.̀ Th4<., King 21 proceeded : back to ,nonoal darbit pOsitdon to reanuf .. thefl. 
:control of search aircraft in the other cperation. 	; 
• ' 	•'  . 	. 	• 
Additional ,Ztemmente: 	 •- - 	 --NAV 

Our 
. 	 • 

reaponse in this 'Mission—  was delayed by the distance 
in reaching the area from normal orbit position. King 24, on gronskralArt -
at Ch 71 noulcl probably have reached the scene .much sooner ,Becantae_of 
,thes,delaY in reaching the scene, much of the coordination ...wag Alrea.dir'' . 4f--":: . ' - 	- :aegomplished before our arrival. Also our aircraft was equipped with - 
'W .-radio but ititals inoperative. The mission could have been .bettier ..-  
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