Date: 25 Novemper 1971

Mission Numper: O3-D1%=25 Novewpar 1571
- Alreraft Desigration: King 21

Mission Cbjective: CH-46 Cuckly 477

f.oé.ation: 142/18/Ch 115 UTM: Wik 908880

Saves: 21 Combat. Seven crediied to non-USAF helieopters, Fourteen cred-
ited to USAF helicopter Jolly Green 70, : ;

At O14L8Z, 25 November 1971, while on pormal orbit conirolling search air-
craft on the Gunfighter 61 mission, we were reguested by Joker to proceed to
the Ch 115 (Binh Thuy) area where a SAR was in progress for a dowmed aircraft
with 21 SOB*s. Location passed was 30 miles south of Ch 115, Joker had al- -
ready launched Jolly Greena 70 and 73 from Ch 73. Initial callsign passed
for the downed aircraft was Cuddy 477(a C-74). Since we were well beyond® " -
UHF-VHF range I instructed the Radic Operator tc obtain as much informatiom
as possible since details were quite skeitchy. Our EIA to the areas was 030&

While proc.eodmg to the area I requested a slow FAC in the area from "
Joker, I also inquired to the possitility of getting Sandy aircraft from =
Ch 93 to proceed to the area to provide escort and SARCAP for the Jollig&.
Joker was unable to obtain the requested rescurces so I requested launch
of the Hawks (A-37's) from CH 73 and requested Joker to obtain Muml
soft ordinance !'rcn DASC 4 in case it wonld Le needed,

At this time we were still beyond UHF-VHF range but got HP conttnt.:‘
with Jolly Green 70 and 73 who were nearing the SAR scene at O245Z., They = ;
reported the weather was very marginal and that they were stayinmg low under -
a 100-200 faot ceiling. I cancelled the request for Hawks pecause of thel ' . A
weather but kept them on a standby posture. Just prior to the arrival af = "
The Jollies .‘-.n the aru, we Inrned that ﬁavy ai.rcrart were !J.ﬂnll: dn L)

Au‘craf* in the area at. tlu..-s time were Sanlonl 6 (UH-1), Black Pony
105,115 (OV-10} ; Seawolf 94 and 99 (UH-1), Dustoff 70 and 78, and Jolly
Greens 70 and 73. I appointed Sealord b as On Scene Commander, Jolly
Green 70 heard a beeper at 02357 and started a DF noming maneuver om it
although the crash position had peen located. Shortly after cosmencing
this he took small arms fire and received one hit iz his external fuel
tank. This was confirmeqd visually by Jolly Green 7) but damage was not
extensiw, Joker at this time ordered the Joilies away from the area to
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We determin=d af thus time that terrain in the arss was mostiy rice
.pacdies with & tree lims aqjscent 1o the p'*d;i';.f ‘L.":T, the dowped aircraft
WS O0. 48 Aiso delermined 1..:.\..._:\...1.»3:*;, & Liar the dewned aircraflt was
'a Navy CH-L6 {mot a C-7A as indicated oy the prenous;y passed callsi.gn}
and that there wers iriendlies near the ailrcraft wiih the hostile fire
cowing from 3 losation a.proximately one kilomeier east of the scene. ‘We
received 2 revisien of the ;os...z.c‘l at 14/18/Ch 115 UTH Wa 508880, Sea-
lord & was overnced ACOCEpenned by Seswell Fh and Y wiia guns. He deter-
mined that the area was safe smough for a plekup attempt and at 03002,
testoff [0 lanued and pleked Jp thrse survivors wic wers most seri ously
sounded (this included the piiots of ine bn-L,b) Sealord 6 picked up
four survivors with minor wounds. Dustoff 70 preceeded te Bimh Thuy with
his survivors and Sealprd & remained at the scene, Since Jower had
previously ordered the Jellies cut of the area we ccnt.act.ed. Joker to ob-
tain a clearance for them to go ip and pick up the fourteen survivors
remaining. .Inker approved the request and Sealord & directed Jally 70
to the lacat;im. Jolly Green 73 remained airberne cover, Jolly 70 pick-
ed up the remaining survivors (tem U.5., four indigenocus) at 03082 and
rewained on the ground until 03142 to check his damage and to remova some
material from the downed aircraft. He was accompanied on the ground by
Navy Helo 271 who landed also to check guniire damage which he had re-
ceived while flying east of the scene, He was also acle to provide gun
support while on the ground, While 70 and 271 were on the ground: Seawolf
94 and 99 orbited overhead between the location of the two aircraft and the =
source ef the previous hostile fire. At 0314Z, Jclly Green 70 accompanied by .
Jolly Green 73 left the area to proceed to binh Thuy to drop off the nr\vj.m
and also to check battle damage as previously instructed by Joker. Nawy o
271 rmined an the ground until 03272. and then pracueded to.am?h

‘mcgom shed befors our arrival. Also our sircraft was oqnippllt
"PM radio but it was inoperative. The mission could have been botte
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