On 12 Nov 71 Capt Griffith and crew were again scrambled from the Bien Hoa
FOL. A VNAF UH-1F was reported down twenty miles northeast of Bien Hoa. A RASH
FAC Briefed the Jollies on the situation while they proceeded to the area. An army
hunter-killer team began preparing the area while the Jollies readied their aircraft for the
rescue attempt. The survivors were located in the trees at the edge of a large clearing.
Immediately upon arrival they were advised that the area had been thoroughly prepared
and were cleared in for the pickup. An authoritative decent and power recover y to a
landing was made in the immediate vicinity of the survivors who rapidly boarded through
the crew entrance door. During the recovery, ground fire was reported north of the LZ
but was never confirmed by the crew. Egress was made from the area and seven
survivors brought safely back to Bien Hoa.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
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RY DIRECTINN OF THE PRESIDENT, FACH OF THE FOLLOWING IS
AWARDED THE DISTINGUTSHED FLYING CROSS FOR EXTRAORDINARY
ACHIEVEMENT WHILE PARTICIPATING IN AFRIAL FLIGHT ON THE

DATE INDICATED.
SSAN NAME ON

STAFF SERGEANT

I UGN R BARRY L 720113
I 2 A0 SHAW CHARLES V 798519
My ckav owaLTER 720305

SERGEANT )
I ncuEy © R 720210
187 gLC
_HASTINGS- PETER TCLT20
I - 0NOL MARVIN H 712413
187 GLC

— CJALA GEORGE R 710512
AIRMAN FIRST CLASS

_ ALDEAN CHANLES 8 721112

1ST 0LC

FOR THE CMMANDER

i

sk ora; SCH., SMSGT. USAS NISTRIBUTION
kTon R ADMINTSTRATION G

7<;<;t DI
; Gt

i1

PAS

HIUMTW

KWRD9J

HIUMTHW

UBRSKR

KWRDSJ

UBRSKQ

DAQKJR

DAQKJR



Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line


34T e \JC s Jl .
95;3 7[/\7?,67/ - | /
1q0s” ber| TG €4 W Lagseo 14 [¢f |
m Je 1! ¥ o }Hm'ﬁ}r’ /2.3// f
ol 22\ TG 6T ¥ I AL OKAT
D74 |\ Te 72 Vag ([
a7

e ey 7 roe dred Aoa

RS Cdf’(m 1 AQ

1A Erom Quaen. YO AN rwic D(f:Vc_,

| AC Svatix T ok
5 MY ﬂ/«%ﬁa z‘,&t | _
. | Fm 8180 HoA 4604 Fm Visp To VVBH has made
| Precaution Lmo«lma\ Nt PT doe Lossor S upid
| | Sthqe. Ryb, 151(:4;M..'»Q:GPT "\As'c:ou-mc‘rmwl". doket.
| | o peavher details - wolibied mas Lange who 4
Fi lams wodieicD Queed AN d e Rorrmaoat 39p-
5236 :rm La:):e.- entey Fer ozi0%. Fm He LML'&"\ALL/ Fel YuBH .
&H.es __Ln,ung[‘,e,& oA 6340 H g msSA & o Ra-011.
eBsecl LWHAF UHIE, dowpd 20 i U oF BrewkoA.
ofsect q_ptl_gza.)_cl 1 Avruiuedd fiscee d 6»1 GQ_P'f-
: - GRi=e v th S CReWd -
owwz | Te e To BT
' oeaB | ik 7 P e Al oRBT
cusBYF| 6 1.1 e AY kBT
s i Te 7 s #L 208
oo || i 61 67 Y on AW k8T
o\ 56, ¢ e o 66 1 pok Buew roA




r [agrvivVoRS
{ 3

INONEMOBER, \ S| INAME TRANK
asn e
“pATE | C REW |98 [F8%|orépnizamion| LocaTioN e
guol | GeiFih | 65 ool puepu-te | 30540073 | @
| | 2R | e 2 9sp | |aweaT
| GAEE A B\ 1+ 7. ¥ | shves
] A LA _ ... |e3oie, |
1480/ | B KAt
sl | cmiary | 65| ud| TR Lofrs |7
; SoeTeel (75 |\ 24T FHAU L HOR Surs
L. GaersA ST fOAG TRk PRE
[ ALpenr s 7 TR AL S AR
L KR T s Loy HU.
;i e NG N
:_ 7HA LV
25| swese J’%J L | egss5w | 4
| - AT
Cr - . ;«%gg o l JoE59E NzavEs
’,cfaaxag égf '
7‘,'«:/;/&7)
FLesE
' STEED } e
_ 25NV | cwALL t?fs id A %ﬁ _
DA E TIAS
GALCIA
NAEDE




Reobert LaPointe

From: *Lori” <cbaldea@mn.mediaone.net>
Te: "LaPointe" <riapointe@gci.net>
Sant: Saturday, May 08, 2000 12:25 PM
Attach: chuck & me.jpg

Subject: Fw; Hi

Bob, Heres some stuff on missions you asked for. Picture is after 12nov71
mission; Pilots- Griffith& Sartori; PJ's- Nardi& Aldean ; not pictured
FE-Garcia.

8Nov71 mission in Cambodia = Nardi & I both remember we were
expecting Americans. When they broke tree line, were Viet's wearing combo
good guy-bad guy uniforms & were all carrying AK's. Came in ramp by Nardi.
He kept close watch on em because we still weren't sure who they were, & I
layed down covering fire with mini on way out. They were off loaded pretty
hush hush at Bien Hoa. We were told later they were a 'road watch' team of
repatriated bad guys.

24May71 Your mission report covers it pretty well.

29Nov71 Cambodia If you remember being at Bien Hoa shortly
after Jim Thomas's bird went down, the unidentified picture of pilot on
your web site could have been this guy. Was burned, & 1 dressed his arm &
cleaned up his face a little.

25Nov71 Nardi & I hi bird. Thomas , Prose , Steeds lo bird
made succesful pickup. Both took hits on way in. Stopped at small army base
to check for damage & had quick Thanksgiving Turkey.[Was Thanksgiving Day]
On way back to Bien Hoa weather real bad. They went down. We returned &
couldnt see anyone in water, [ went in river but very strong current & poor
visibility & couldnt locate for sure where wreckage was. Also put me down on
shore but again unable to locate survivors. Short time later we did pick up
Steed who apparently had been taken to different location on shore by Viet
fisherman. Keep up good work. See you in Sept thanks Charlie Aldean
----- Original Message -----
From: <Genonardi@aol.com>
To: <cbaldea@mn.mediaone.net>
Sent: Monday, April 24, 2000 3:40 PM
Subject: Hi
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Safely suatched from the jaws ..., Vietnemese airmen ehat with their rescuers at Bien Hea

lnint effort pays off

BIEN BOA ~ Rescue crews from
the 37tk  Aevospace Rescue and
Recovery Sguadron on aleet hers
recently rescued seven Srewmen and
passengess of u downed Republic of
Vietenn Alr Force (VNAF) helicopter
from possitde capturs or duath by
nesrvyeneny-Torees.

The VNAF helicopter was hit at
K257 am,, the wven airmen ghoard it
wete o thelr way o safety via an
HH-G3  Buper Jolly Green Giant
helicopter. During those 3-minvtes
however, a fut happensd.

Ag snou w1 the VNAF chiopper went
down, an enerngency aall went to 34
Aerospice Hescue and  Recovery
Cronp  headguarters  Jelnt  Hescue
Cogrdlnation Center (JRCC) ot Ton
Son Mhat, Maj. Jimmy Lewis, the
duty eontroller, immedistely focated
the sife wnd he mep whife WS
Dargyl D. Tincher plotied the podtion
on the cenrer’s search and yescue map.,

Major Lewds then pumehed fhe
hotdine batton for Rien Hoa, ordering
the two HH.-S3s on alert there 1o

Fovpmnd Bhia sead smedas vl Bhva Eag wivew

in one |

| R Spld B sasg

o get aly cover over the dowsed
srewmen. To do this, Major Lewiz
contacted the US. Army Haioon
affice; with the JRCC, L Cel. Gas
Geeyhosky. and asked thet Ammy

Airman’s Medal
earned by two

LBON ETAFB -- A daring
crashscens yescue of two  crew
menbers of g blazing F4C Pheniom
direralt dn May camed the Arman’s
Medal for hersiam for two NCOs
%'-;igmﬁ to the &th Tactical Fighter

g,

TSgt. Ross O. Pinch snd St
Willlem F, Campbell of the 497t
Tactical Fighter Squadron wege cited
for “woluntary visk of fife at the crash
site and vorumanded for showing
complete distegard for their persond

andady 7

gunships be diverted to the rescus gite,

Near Major Lewds, intelligence
officers plotted the zrea sgain and
ovalugred it as “hot” ... known eneny
fronp concentrations, within range of
possible enemty mortars, good chance

O grouind fire,

dinifes after the cmsh n Al
Foree O%-10 Brongs forward i
condeol sireraft was on the swene, and
notified the JRECC that there wa
encray sraflamms fire in the dres,
some a3 olose as 50 yvards north of the
downed men.

JRECE tad by them diverisd 2
specially modified HE-130 Hercules
aicennft €0 g0t uy alvborns commansd
and control center for the rescue.

More minutes pugsed watil foully
voice confact was made with fhe
Vietnunsese crewmen. These wit so
inguries beet they coald hear enemy firs
very close to them. They had not w
yet made contast. ;

White the Jolly Greems wote
churping their way 1o the mea, 118

Bewrne Fladien mdsariive Bed casaleos bl



oificers plotted tne arca again anag
evaluated it as “hot”... known enemy
troop concentrations, within range of
possible enemy mortars, good chance
of ground fire.

Minutes after the crash, an Air
Force OV-10 Bronco forward air
control aircraft was on the scene, and
notified the JRCC that there was
enemy smallarms fire in the area,
some as close as 50 yards north of the
downed men.

JRCC had by then diverted a
specially modified HC-130 Hercules
aircraft to act as airborne command
and control center for the rescue.

‘More minutes passed until finally
voice contact was made with the
Vietnamese crewmen. There was no
injuries but they could hear enemy fire
very close to them. They had not as
yet made contact. '

While the IJolly Greens were
churning their way to the area, US.
Army Cobra gunships had reached the
scene and began working with their
cohort, a tiny OH-6 low observation
helicopter to surpress the enemy’s fire
and keep them away from the downed
choppeér., @

The Jolly Greens arrived soon after.

- One of the big helicopters stood off to
.provide cover while the other went in
for the rescue.

Aboard the rescue chopper making
the pickup were Captains Rodney S.
Griffith, aircraft commander, and
Michael C. Sartori, co-pilot. Crewmen
included Sgt. David Garcia, flight
engineer, and pararescuemen TSgt.
Eugene L. Nardi and A1C Charles B.
Aldean.

Captain Griffith brought the HH-53
in for a landing near the downed
VNAF chopper, and the Vietnamese
airmen quickly scrambled aboard. This
was the second rescue mission of the
week for the men at Bien Hoa earlier
this week they pulled another eight
men to safety, continuing to live up to
their Service’s motto - “That others
may live.”





