
 
 

On 12 Nov 71 Capt Griffith and crew were again scrambled from the Bien Hoa 
F0L. A VNAF UH-1F was reported down twenty miles northeast of Bien Hoa. A RASH 
FAC Briefed the Jollies on the situation while they proceeded to the area. An army 
hunter-killer team began preparing the area while the Jollies readied their aircraft for the 
rescue attempt. The survivors were located in the trees at the edge of a large clearing. 
Immediately upon arrival they were advised that the area had been thoroughly prepared 
and were cleared in for the pickup. An authoritative decent and power recover y to a 
landing was made in the immediate vicinity of the survivors who rapidly boarded through 
the crew entrance door. During the recovery, ground fire was reported north of the LZ 
but was never confirmed by the crew. Egress was made from the area and seven 
survivors brought safely back to Bien Hoa. 
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high speed low altitude egress from the area was made and the air-

craft recovered uneventfully at Bien Hoa AB. 

1  cln/ov 	Four  days later  Capt  Griffith  and crew  were again scrambled 
from the Bien Hoa FOL.  A  VNAF UH-1F was reported down twenty miles 

northeast of Bien Hoa. A RASH FAC Briefed the jollies on the 

situation while they proceeded to the area. An army hunter-killer 

team began preparing the area while the Jollies readied their air= 

craft for the rescue attempt. The survivors were located in the 

trees at the edge of a large clearing. 	Immediately upon arrival 

they were advised that the area had been thoroughly prepared and 

were cleared in for the pickup. An autoroatative decent and power 

recovery to a landing was made in the immediate vicinity of the 

survivors who rapidly boarded through the crew entrance door. During 

the recovery, ground fire was reported north of the LZ but was 

never confirmed by the crew. Egress was made. From the area and 

seven survivors brought safely back to Bien Hoa. 

On 25 November 71 Jolly Green 70 and 73 were scrambled out of 

the Bien Hoa FOL for a Navy CH-46 shot down n:nety miles south with 

twenty-ore people on board. Major problems encountered en route were 

naviagation being hampered by low ceilings and poor visibility. As 

a result both aircraft, forced to fly at 10.0-3G0 feet AGL, were 

exposed- to enemy ground fire as they approached the down helicopter. 

K:ng advised the Jollies to withdraw t ,.:) a safe holding point to 

await area preparation. Major Robert B. Swench the Alpha Low AC 

on Jolly Green 70 was advised that Dostoff and Sea Wolf helicopters 

had extracted seven injured survivors and that his assistance would 

be required to pickup the remaining personnel. Jolly Green 70 
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 
(FIRST (AX ULF CLUSTER) 

TO 

CHARLES B. AIDEAN 

Airman First Class Charles B. Aldeen distinguished himself by extraordinary 
achievement while participating in aerial flight as a Pararescue Specialist on 
an  HR-53 Rescue Helicopter near Bien Hoe, Republic of Vietnam, on 12 November 
1971. On that date, Airmen Aldean's outstanding eirmanship and extensive 
technical skill, dieplayed under hazardous conditions, culminated in the rescue 
of seven Vietnamese aircrewmen from their crashed helicopter. Airman Aldean 
exposed himself to hostile ground fire while manning his defensive gun position 
throughout the rescue effort, thus insuring the successful recovery of the seven 
airmen. The professional competence, serial skill, and devotion to duty displayed 

by Airmen Aldcan reflect great credit upon himself and the United States Air Force. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADOW-PTFES SEVENTH AIR FORCE PACAF 

APO SAN FRANCISCO 963,7 

SPECIAL OPDER 	 18 APRIL 1972 
G_6q31 

BY DIRECTION OF THE PPESIDENT, EACH OF THE FOLLOWING IS 
AWV-)DED THE DISTINGUTSHED r,LmING CROSS FOR EXTRAORDINARY 
ACHIEVEMENT WHILE OAPTICIP ,\TING IN AERIAL FLIGHT ON THE 
DATE INDICATED. 

SSAN 	NAME 	 ON 	 PAS 

STAFF 	SERGEANT 

IB57,R (,23 BOUGMER BARRY L 72 ()1 13 HIUMTW 

11:45429 0 6j,  BRADSW=W CHARLES V 71051.9 KWRD9J 

568527956 GRAY WALTER 720305 HIUMTW 

SERGEANT 

r54 ;'9666 FOX 	nPw,EN, 	I 	JR 72021G U8RSKO 
1ST OLC 

1145F137 HASTINGS 	RFT7R C 7CG72'..) KWRD9J 

46 445SP929 HONOL MARVIN H 71413 U8RSKO 
1ST OLC 

53744 5 1 7 , 7 OJALA 	.(37:nP, (; r7- 	P 710512 DAOKJR 

AIRMAN 	FIRST CLASS 

471626634 ALOEAN CHAvLFS  B 711112 DAOKJR 
1ST OLC 

FOR THE r.ilmml\NnEc 
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Rob-{tt LaPants 

From: 	'Lori <chaidea@tnn.mediaone.net > 
'LaPointe" <riapcinte@gcLnet> 

Sant 	Saturday, May 05, 2000 12:25 PM 
Att. ch: 	chuck & me.jpg 

foi, act 	Fw: Hi 

Bob, Heres some stuff on missions you asked for.. Picture is after 12nov71 
mission; Pilots- Griffith& Sartori; 	Nardi& Aldean ; not pictured 
FE-Garcia. 

8Nov'71 mission in Cambodia 	Nardi  ;  T. both remember we were 
expecting Americans. When they broke tree line, were Viet's wearing combo 
good guy-bad guy uniforms & were all carrying AK's. Came in ramp by Nardi. 
He kept close watch on em because we still weren't sure who they were, & 
iayed down covering fire with mini on way out. They were off loaded pretty 
hush hush at 3ien Hoa. We were told later they were a 'road watch' team of 
repatriated bad guys. 

24May71 Your mission report covers it pretty well. 

29Nov7I Cambodia If you remember being at Bien Hoa shortly 
after Jim Thomas's bird went down, the unidentified picture of pilot on 
your web site could have been this guy.. Was burned, & I dressed his arm & 
cleaned up his face a little. 

25Nov71 Nardi & I hi bird. Thomas , Prose , Steeds lo bird 
made succesful pickup. Both took hits on way in. Stopped at small army base 
to check for damage & had quick Thanksgiving Turkey.[Was Thanksgiving Day] 
Or] way back to Bien Hoa weather real bad. They went down. We returned & 
couldnt see anyone in water.. T. went in river but very strong current & poor 
visibility & couldnt locate for sure where wreckage was.. Also put me down on 
shore but again unable to locate survivors. Short time later we did pick up 
Steed who apparently had been taken to different location on shore by Viet 
fisherman. Keep up good work. See you in Sept thanks Charlie Aldeari 
----- Original Message ---•• 

 <Genonardi@aol.com > 
To: <cbaldea@mn.mediaone.net > 
Sent: Monday, April 24, 2000 3:40 PM 
Subject: Hi 

7/3/00 
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Safely 	from the iaws 	Vicintunew airmen that with their reffeuera at Bien HOL 

Joint effort pays off 

saved 
f .5nic 

in one mission S . . 	..,,: :.si.  '0  .4.'.., 	.•:,.. iii:•.:,-  .'..1 	)- 

DIBN ROA - Rescue crews from 
the 371h Aerospace Rescue and 
Re;..sovery Silvadron on alert here 
TeCentlY rescued seven crewmen and 
v..tsseriger4 of ti downed Republic of 
Vietnam Aft Force (V11AF) helicopter 
from possible capture or (inth by 
nei.irby-trirsny-forces. 

The VNAF helicopter was hit at 
8:57 a.m., the seven airmen aboard it 
wtte on their way to safety via aa 
HI-I-53 Super Jolly Green Giant 
helicopter. During tits= 3i-mintstes 
however, a lot happened. 

As soou as the VNAE chopper went 
ricr.vn., an emergency call went to 3d 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Group headTtarters Joint Rescue 
Coardination -enter (JRCC!") at Tan 
Son but. Maj. Jimmy Lewis, the 
duty controller, Uninediately located 
the site and his reap while 
Deny!. D. Tincher plotted the position 
on, the centers search and rescue map. 

'Major Lewis thea punched the 
hot-line button for Dien floe, ordering 
the two 1-1.11-S3s on alert there to  

to get air cover over the downed 
crewrrten. To do this, Major Lewis 
contacted the U.S. Arety liaison 
officer with the AUX, LL CAA. Gus 
Greyhosky, aml. asked that Army 

Airman's Medal 
earned hy two 

U DON RTAP B - A daring 
crash-scene rescue of two crew 
members of a blazing F-4-C Phantom 
aircraft in May earned the Airman's 
Medal 103.  `heroism for two N-COs 
assigned to the .8th Tactical Fighter 
Wing 

Tsgt_ Ross 0. Finch and Mgt. 
Main F. Campbell of the 497th 
Tactical Fighter Squad:1'4n Were cited 
for -voluntary risk a life at the crash 
site and commanded for showing 
Complete disregard for their personal  

gunships be diverted to the rescue site. 
Near Major Lewis, intelligence 

officers plotted the area again and 
evaluated it as "hot",.. known enemy 
troop concentrations, within range of 
possible enemy mortars, goad chance 

--iiirgrOttriti fire. 
Itintrtes after the crash, anAft 

Force OV-I0 Bronco forwate ;3it 
content aircraft was on the scene.. and 
notified the_ YRCC that there was 
enemy small-arms lire in the area, 
some as dime as 50 yards north of the 
domed men. 

MCC. had by then diverted a 
specially modified HC-I30 Heretics 
aimaft to act as eirborrie command 
and control center for the rescue. 

More minutes passed nritil firA4)y 
voicu contact was made with the 
Vietnamese crewmen. There Wat tit) 
inititle$ kit they could heat enemy .fire: 
very close to thcin. They 1130 1301 as 
yet made contact. 

While the Jolly Greens were 
churtsing their way to the tea, 

‘-ren, 	 •■"71-",- .1.4.* k%.% 	 1%. 



Recovery Squadron on alert nere 
recently rescued seven crewmen and 
passengers of a downed Republic of 
Vietnam Air Force (VNAF) helicopter 
from possible capture or death by 
nearby enemy forces. 

The VNAF helicopter was hit at 
8:57 a.m., the seven airmen aboard it 
were on their way to safety via an 
HH-53 Super Jolly Green Giant 
helicopter. During those 31-minutes 
however, a lot happened. 

As soon as the VNAF chopper went 
down, an emergency call went to 3d 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Group headquarters Joint Rescue 
Coardination Center (JRCC) at Tan 
Son Nhut. Maj. Jimmy Lewis, the 
duty controller, immediately located 
the site and his map while MSgt. 
Darryl D. Tincher plotted the position 
on the center's search and rescue map. 

Major Lewis then punched the 
hot-line button for Bien Hoa, ordering 
the two HH-53s on alert there to 
launch. The next order of the day was 

ta letters 
ildren 

air-mail postage from Alaska. Proper 
postage is urged, since unit members 
have in the past spent much of their 
own money for postage to avoid 
disappointing the children of forgetful 
parents. 

Place the letter or letters in a larger 
envelope and address it to Santa's Mail 
Bag, care of Detachment 5, 9th 
Weather Reconnaissance Wing, APO 
Seattle 98737. 

A few miles from Eielson AFB is a 
post office officially called Santa Claus 
House, North Pole, Alaska. When the 
volunteer AWS mailmen get your 
letter, they will remail the Santa letter 
or letters from this post office. 

A few days later, your child will 
receive his or her personal letter from 
Santa Claus, complete with authentic 
postmark. 

A deadline of December 10 has 
again been set for mailing letters to 

----- 

contacted rue u.s. Army Liaison 
officer with the JRCC, Lt. Col. Gus 
greyhosky, and asked that Army 

Airman's Medal 
earned by two 

UBON RTAFB -- A daring 
crash-scene  rescue of two crew 
members of a blazing F-4C Phantom 
aircraft in /gay earned the Airman's 
Medal for heroism for two NCOs 
assigned to the 8th Tactical Fighter 
Wing. 

TSgt. Ross 0. Finch and SSgt. 
William F. Campbell of the 497th 
Tactical Fighter Squadron were cited 
for 'voluntary risk of life at the crash 
site and commanded for showing 
complete disregard for their personal 
safety." 

Sergeant Campbell was working at 
one of the base's nose docks when he 
saw the airplane "plow off the 
runway." 

"1 thought it couldn't be real," he 
said, "like in a movie." 

Sergeant Finch, who returned from 
leave the day before, was driving on 
the flight line when he saw thehlack 
smoke spiraling from the crash. On his 
way to the scene, he picked Campbell 
up and the two were the first to reach 
the downed aircraft. 

"There was fire on both sides," 
recalled Sergeant Finch. "The dust was 
just settling down and the engines 
were still turning over." 

Noticing the front cockpit ajar, 
Finch moved to the back-seat position. 
Unable to free his canopy, the 
backseater blew the canopy and with 
Finch's assistance freed himself from 
the burning aircraft. 

The aircraft commander had his 
canopy loosened but was trapped in 
the plane by his log straps. Unable to 
stand up and push the canopy ajar for 
ventilation, the pilot was suffocating 
in the black smoke that filled the 
cockpit. 

Seeing the pilot's plight, Sergeant 
Campbell lifted the front canopy and 
helped the pilot to rid himself of the 
log straps.  

()Ulcers plotted tne area again anu 
evaluated it as "hot"... known enemy 
troop concentrations, within range of 
possible enemy mortars, good chance 
of ground fire. 

Minutes after the crash, an Air 
Force OV-10 Bronco forward air 
control aircraft was on the scene, and 
notified the JRCC that there was 
enemy small-arms fire in the area, 
some as close as 50 yards north of the 
downed men. 

JRCC had by then diverted a 
specially modified HC-130 Hercules 
aircraft to act as airborne command 
and control center for the rescue. 

More minutes passed until finally 
voice contact was made with the 
Vietnamese crewmen. There was no 
injuries but they could hear enemy fire 
very close to them. They had not as 
yet made contact. 

While the Jolly Greens were 
churning their way to the area, U.S. 
Army Cobra gunships had reached the 
scene and began working with their 
cohort, a tiny OH-6 low observation 
helicopter to surpress the enemy's fire 
and keep them away from the downed 
chopper. 

The Jolly Greens arrived soon after. 
One of the big helicopters stood off to 
provide cover while the other went in 
for the rescue. 

Aboard the rescue chopper making 
the pickup were Captains Rodney S. 
Griffith, aircraft commander, and 
Michael C. Sartori, co-pilot. Crewmen 
included Sgt. David Garcia, flight 
engineer, and pararescuemen TSgt. 
Eugene L. Nardi and A IC Charles B. 
Aldean. 

Captain Griffith brought the HH-53 
in for a landing near the downed 
VNAF chopper, and the Vietnamese 
airmen quickly scrambled aboard. This 
was the second rescue mission of the 
Ikeek for the men at Bien Hoa earlier 
this week they pulled another eight 
men to safety, continuing to live up to 
their Service's motto - "That others 
may live." 

Big John won't wait! 

Tnrn cnr-i-roQ in nen*, 




