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Jul -  Sept 70 
K-WG-56-HI SEARCH ANJJ P1,MVERY  

(e) Search and Recovery (SAJ) activity reached a near record 

low during the quarter as the Sandy aircraft (A-i's of the 1st 

Special Operations Squadron) launched for only two efforts and were 

alerted for a third. That effort was for Falcon M Alpha and Bravo 

who egressod from their F-& aircraft in the vicinity of Tacan 

Channel 103 in the Barrel Ioll section of Laos. Their position 

was 23 miles from Channel 10d on the 0140 degree radial. Jack de-

clared the SAH. and scrambled Sandy 01 and 02 at 11I2L on ;~ Sept-

ember 1971, However, the two survivors were safely recovered by 

an Air America helicopter at 1122L and the Sandy launch order was 
54 

cancelled. 

(C) A second effort rts conducted for Sandy 09 who bailed out 
55 

of his A-i aircraft after experiencing control pr'hlems. Sandy 

09/10 were returning to Nakhon Phanom WrM'13 after an uneventful 

alert tour at Da Nang Air Base, Republic of' Vietnam, and were 

released to work with Raven 31, a Forward Air Controller (FAC) who 

was providing close air support for friendly indigenous troops. 

Sandy 09 encountered his control problems immediately after making 

an ordnance pass and bailed out 70 miles from Nakhon ihanom 1'TAF8 

on the 130 degree radial of Tacan Channel t59.  Sandy 1U took charge 

as On-Scene Commander and a SAFi was declared 1720L  on 20 July 1971. 

514. SAliCO Report for Falcon Cb, 2 Sep 71, (Doc. 25) 
55. See Aircraft Losses, Chapter Ill, for details 
56. SARCO Report for Sandy 09,  no date, (Doc. 26) 

.IJfiEiIT]JLL. 

DECLASSIFIED�

DECLASSIFIED�



56 sow _;• 1iiL1. 
88 

Jul - Sept 70 

K-WG-56-Hl (C) Sandy IC and Raven 31 observed the impact and followed 

Sandy 09 as he descended wi,h a normal parachute. in the mean-

time Sandy 03/04  were launcied and Sandy 0*(/00 were directed to 

launch and escort Jolly Green 2/61 from Nakhon Phanom kTAFb. 

However, the effort would be over before these aircraft reached 

the scene. immediately after landing Sandy 09 reported that his 

condition was good and that he had moved away from his parachute. 

Sandy 09 and Raven 31 had no problems locating the survivor but 

Raven 31 reached minimum fuel and was replaced by Raven 33, another 
•1 

T-20 aircraft. 

(C) A helicopter, Romeo 07, was working in the area and was 

simoned to the scene to assist. He reported that he was very 

familiar with the area and that he could be there by 1101014. Sandy 

10 and Raven 33 ascertained that the immediate area was permissive 

but there was much enemy activity approximately one mile away 

where the aircraft had been striking. The two of them decided on 

an immediate pick-up since darkness was approaching and the enemy 

could move into the area if the survivor were allowed to remain on 

the ground over night. At approximately 1U0L Sandy 0913  exact 

position was identified and the Initial Point (IF) was marked with 
5,9 

a N-L( bomb approximately 1,000 meters to the west. 

(C) Romeo 07 arrived and after being briefed agreed on an 

immediate pick-up attempt. However, he reported that he did not 

have a jungle penetrator on board and suggested that the survivor 

57. Ibid. 
5b. Ibid 
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KWG5641 10  to a small clearing approximately 75  yards west of his position. 

Sandy 09 moved to the edge of the clearing and the pick-up phase 

was executed. The survivor was directed to expend a marking flare 

and did so but the smoke dissipated before the helicopter pilot 

could make visual contact. The helicopter held in the area arvl 

Sandy 09 was directed to expend a night marking f'lare. This time 

Romeo OY spotted him and landed the helicopter in the extremely 

small area. sandy 09 boarded the aircraft and the forces egressed 

from the area at idlOL as the other A-i TS  and Jolly Greens were 
59 

approaching. 

(C) SanJy 10 and Haven 33 escorted Romeo d7 and the survivor 

to Savanna.ket, Laos, and Sandy 10 returned to Nakhon F'hanom 1jTPJL3 

with minimum fuel. Sandy 03/04 and Jolly Green 52/61 were directed 

to pick up the survivor and return him to Nakhon l-'hanon HTAFI3. 

Five A-I's, including Sandy 10, participated in the effort and flew 

a total of b.b hours. Other than marking devices, no ordnance was 
60 

expanded and the SA!( was completely unopposed. 

(C) The only other SAR occurred on 20 August when a heli-

copter, Crazy Horse 19, was reported down on the 20( degree radial 

15 miles from Tacan Channel 103. Jack scrambled Sandy 09/10 from 

Da Nang Air base, Republic of Vietnam, at I f!30L and directed. Sandy 

01/02 and Sandy 03/04  to maintain alert at Nakhon Phanom RlA±'H. 

Jolly Green 72/65 also launched from Da Nang Air Ease, and as the 

four aircraft were outbound to the objective area they were diverted 

59. Ibid 
60. Ibid 
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IMMEDIATE 

PT 00544 
OTTCZYUW RUMOSRA 0753 2093400..CCCC--RUwTBMA. 
ZNY CCCCC 
o 281358Z JUL 7G 
FM OL-8 3 ARRGP UDORN AFLD THArLANO 
TO RUEFHWA/CSAF/AFXOTZB 
RUHHABA/CINCPACAF/DOH 
RU.WTBMA/F4Q ARRS POST 

OH Tc (fpA C / CC 
ZEN/7/1.3AF UDORN AFLO THAILAND/DOM 
RUHHA8A/41ARRwG/CONTROL CENTER/OOC/HICKAM AFB HI 
RUEKAAA/FT RITCHIE MO/AFEOC 
RUWTFJA/RANDOLPH AFB TX/USAFMPCJOPMCS 
RUCWAAA/HQ USAF ALTERNATE MAXWELL AFB AL 

VV7svN 
by  RUMMRSA/7AF TSN AB 

RUMMRSA/3ARRGP TSN AB RVN/JRCC 
RUMLJJNA/OL—A 3ARRGP SON IRA Ai RVN SO}DUTiE OF E &TTIVE ORDER 11652 
PUMOREA/5650W NAKHON PHAMOM RTAFB NWVAW,i6W0WNM4,DiZD AT TWO 

RUMOREA/40ARRS HAKHOM PHANOM RTAFB fWOLNN JkIJS 

RUMOJAA/39ARRS CAM RAHN BAY AB RVN 
RUMOUVA/AIRA VIENTIANE LAOS 

PAGE a RUMOSRA0753 C 0 N F I 0 E N T I  A L 
BT -. , 

0 N F r D E N I. I 'A LJOPREP .JrFFy/OLB 3ARRGP/RESUCE 07f28102OZ JULY 
971. 0 

'1.. RESCUE OPENING/CLOSING,  REPORT— 28 JULY 1971 
2. KISSION- NUMBER 6-3-023 — 28 JULY 1971 
3. SITUATION:' SANDY .9 DOWN AT 1640N 10538E FROM UNKNOWN CAUSE. Ihalvidual 
A. DESCRIPTION OF S'AR OBJECTIVE: 
(1) A—LH/52-13g702'/sANDY'9 0. 00 

0 

(2) TACTICAL FLIGHT- PLAN 
(3) PILOT - MAJOR DALE POTION. 
() 1509  

(5) WEATHER LN"AREA:.4 THOUSNAD SCATTEREEDs,  7THOUSAND SCATTERED 15 
MILES V1Z)101L.1fkVf. AND ALTIMETER Zr_ TTINGOF.29.67 
(6) STANDARD USAF SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT 
(7) LAST KNOWN: POSITION— X6ON-tO538E 
B. ACTIONS TAKEN " V 
:C.X):CONTROLLIN6,  AGENCY O1_B:3ARR6P NOTIFIED At t81016Z Cntcted: 0 

(2) _SAR FORCES ALERTP'At'28iO22Z • 0 •  

(3) TIME SAR FORCES ALCHE0..18/O38z 
C. PERSONNEL INFORMATION-, 

PAGL3 RUMOSRA0753 C 0 N Fl E 11t L 
CL)' 1. INVOLVEDP1 
(2)LOATING AGENCY: SANDY_ tQ28LG AT 1640N 2.0538E 
(3) RECOVERY AGENCY: ROMEO 87(ARMtJf—t)

' 0 

(4)- DISPOSITION OF SAR OaJECTVEStjflVOR TAKEN BY ROMEO 87 10 
CH 99. JOLLY GREEN 61 TRANSPORTED SURVIVOR FROM CH99 TO CHB9. 
P. FLYING G ACTIVITY: 

IMMEDIATE ECLAS iL  U 

Local Time 
and Date: 



 

IMMEDIATE 

 

PT 00544 

(1) 39ARRSP 2 SORTIES FOR 
(2) 40ARRS 3 SORTIES FOR 
(3) 56SOWe 5 SORTIES FOR 7.0 HOURS 
E. SAVES DATA: .1 USAF COMBAT AIRCREW MENDER SAVE ATTRIBUTED TO ROMEO 
87. 
(1) CREW MAKING SAVE - UNKNOWN 
(2) NAME OF SURVIVOR— MAJOR DALE POTION 
(A) UNIT - 56 SOW ( 
(B) AIRCREW MEMBER 
C) COMBAT SAVE . .. 

G. SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS: 
 

OL.—B, 3ARRGP NOTIFIED AT ,1015Z BY 56Th SOW COMMAND 'PQ$TOF A STRONG 
BEEPER AT LOCATION 1640N 10538E. KING 22 DIVERTED FROM DR8ITT 
.10162 'TO INVESTIGATE* .THE JRCC NOTIFIED OL-8 AT 10202 THAT BEEPER MAY 

PAGE 4 R(JMOSRA 0753  C 0 N F I D E N 1 1 A 1.. ... 

,BE THAT OF SANDY 9. SANDY lo 1A rt.TJ V IC E CONTACT WITH SURVIVOR 
(SANDY 9) AT 10222 AND ASSUMED ON SCENE COMMANDER AT THIS TIME. 
RESCUE FORCES (JOLLY '.REEN 52/61 AND SANDYS 3/47/8) ALSO ALERTED 
FORLAUNCH AT THIS flME."hcING 26 ARRIVED ON SCENE AT APPROXIMATELY 
1025Z TO ASSUME ABORNE MISSION CAMMAND (AMC) DUTIES. AT 1026Z'KXNG 26 
LOCATED ROMEO 87 (AWYUH-1) IN THE AREA AND ASSISTED IN LOCATING THE 
OBJECTIVE. ROMEO 87 ARRI'ED ON SCENE AT 11062. PHASE ALPHA INITIATED 
AT 1107Z. PHASE BRAVO INITIATED AT 1108Z AND COMPLETED AT 1112Z WITH 
REOMID 87 AFFECTING PICKUP BY LANDING NEXT TO SURVIVOR. SANCY c WAS 

#RCES
KEN TO CH99e TRANSFEREED 10 J661 AND RETURNED TO CH89. ALL SOR 

DXRECTE TO RTB AT COMPLETION OF PHASE BRAVO. ONE AIR REFLtELIN 
ACCOMPLISHED IN SUPPORT OF THIS MISSION. GP-4 
.81 
#0753 
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MCA' I' N In C. / 

;AvE: nc- (1; 'Z,.&F Jn)at -crew Irniier credited to Ari helicoptors 
(M?iX a',) 

At i'j'roximitely 1)1!Z, . 
' ."ly 19'1 WInpr 26 )eard Iaven 31 ca11in 

on gurI for a 1stnce. He ' etn Urtctint air Ptrikes by Sandy 09 
and 10 and Zandy C & 'wr, ;t • T) e7410•  ir çoitior was well south 
of Eastern '.tee! Tirer c- ctor 3 w•re rI11,590 atvised us Raven 
31 was puttinr in thi str:' . ; we hed north toward Sector 3 we 
monitored Arilitional calls f rom R'ven 31, used bFUD 51 for relay until 
Sandy 10 becac rca iAb1e :!,xc ;'iiuilly e5taL1ished two-way contact with 
both on scene 810w movers. We switched from Queen to ack, asked for the 
CM 89 AR Forces to be laune' requestHd King 22's position and his 
availability as tanker nd used Air Anertca coaircn VHF 119.1 for resouree 
b*arch of available heli coptt!rs north of CH 9. Jack confirmed scramble 
of the 89 Forces and Yine 22 a.ved his position was near C11 70 due to 
or!- it ArPA weather and h was on the way to t.ink or heip in any otk*r way. 
C}1VRCBL1.5 a..vised Air im*rca helicopters fiotel, 15 and k1otel 77 would 
be launctAng frog CH 99  at, BOOfl posai1e. 

'andy 10 wis iaignate1 CC at 1020Z with an initial Mago fuel of 
1215Z. Raven 31 nad iir4o fti of 111.51 and would remain with S..ndy 1.0 
as lone as possible. to 'rond fire was oserved and neither aircraft 
had seer, unfrend.Ly ivers :r; th area. :u reported good weaUrt 14000' 
scattered to the west c t..,* riVr bank on w:ich Sand), 09 was located 
and 'CXO' ctLtre fl L.fiiat,e tC' . .I 155 With altit.r of 
29.6'. Sandy •9's pot It.14on, •. i . tauJ f trees .li,ht1.y west of a 
moderate size river. . was u, ..n a'c in good condition. 

Ike were Un iar V1W _.1 'i-  - .Ali , (;fVRCFiX1LS advisory on 
prof reps of the Hotel "wico;:1.ers ar. ri' 26 - King, 22 cress talk. A 
HIu9CR0/ION/'NVT scrtt was 'iistied on 350.9 and at 1028Z 
fast mover mixed ordnance rs."u-ceF .Mre c:innirtg  to c)i.ck into the 7)4 
holding point it 113/601e9. 

1 asked Sandy 10 tn try -,ri ret. r , off Guard and up Delti fre- 
quency which was accomplished Fftt-r * W 't..pts. King 22 advised hell-- 
copter Rowo 37 wis 'ivertin'.t t 4r :ene with instrctione to 
contact Virg 26 or .andv 10. -ac'< • "s at 1040Z tat ,i 61/52 were off 
CM 89 and handy 01, 02, 03 Ant (44  .''i .•.nch &t about 1050Z. 

t11jUP-4 
..at 3 bear Iritcrv:i3., 

I 
becasa1L.d af er 12 y.: 
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LI 
:n .e w, ivertriC t 

:ry r'-c.vtry i:rqft as reqir 
i ohsc 'r n c9 as rep1.cr- 

r, . ra LF P.M.R /62 
ch arrr 12/406 with :i 

5/C( 4,ith 84K 82t and 20)11 each. 
L.•' to Ch-rr 'ark and hac a Ldngo tim of 

; and Unego fuel tie. 

At 1 5Z ç'e AlFha 'rnec with :any iD, haven 31, Raven 33 who 
had rvd wto of rockets rid Romeo 87. Ravens 
reiterated the tncL .f riostilt. " es the aeence of ground 
fire t.? v overall :lity ' •ardy 09'e area for a prompt 
rezov•ry. sandy 10 -in in 7o reicJied .3arw conclunion and I decided 
not to wait for 'i itirrv1. i Frrce. 

At II10 fl't rvo tj;a •tth Saricty IC jirecting Roo 87 to 
area near tw rivors de ;r nJvithC 5rv.iy 09 to iwve the short die- 
Lance required to meet the ht.Licopter. A :rtrd pick-up had been d.cid 
upon since Uoiec 17 iri liipped oni and a nearby clear area  was 
large en'uph to perni4 a 1anrzp, Q( ;c-ped his frit 3moko which 
Romeo P"  spotted i-eectateLy i-nd the lt12 and pick-up wars completed at 
U12Z, Sandy Oc's conitior wa.,7 r1rty, t.hirt'v and injtzrie. 

As thc SA.R Forces wit.h-tremwe release all 
RfB sandy (7/0 to CH Fz9 arj ui. Jack's ren,r't 
61/52 to  CY LO "etriew Stndy O? "r ("d 99 
C)! R9. 

fast, xnortrs, Raven 31.133, 
sent Sands 2'04 with J 
to CH 89. Sandy 10 RTB 

3() rvq1jested :-tn A/R n o&r t( ;'.TB dr*ct to C}- '0 and King 22 
took over that ruquirEtrent. rvountei Yirw,  22 aosum C04 CAP 
for :r QO to C' 8 r41' ( •le ir co:r1otton of ,/i with ic 
30. UrW 22 confirmed t is r4 -- t k t U  St k wr4 he took ova  COM CAP. 
Xing 7/ departed ftc t.iht k/lo off 1,h '7 at 1158Z and terd.natd 
particittcn in t.Lis ndr or. 

King 2(rewnbere tAk Forces Utilised 

AMC 
cP 
AV 

NA  
RC) 
FR 
FR 
LM 

RAM,  FAC'e 31/33 
PU1) 51 

..MZ)Y 10 (0C) 
hC) 87 (Atr Attache flight 

troa Uirn-Ary r'' 

tir*or Jerry J. '1thy 
(ptatn Roncta13 E. ,nncr 
)4a5or James . 3ood 
Captain Frank i. Young 
A1C flwli'ht . ?1kw.lr 
}Sgt Billy E. aartnar 
)1St John R. Ycgod&ini 
TSt Johnny i. Yullins 
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