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CHAPTER VI
MISSION NARRATIVES

Search and Rescue (SAR) activity for the quarter was begun by
LCDR Joseph L. Crowe and crew with a 200 mile flight to sea on 2]
Jul 71 to accomplish the medical evacuation of a seriously ill sea-
man off the USNS Barret. The mission, which resulted in one non-
combat save for the squadron, was complicated not only by the distance
to be traveled, but also by the complete lack of voice communications
with the Barret and the resulting lack of preparation for the pick-
up made by the vessel's crew. King 24, the Airborne Command Post
for the mission, located and led the flight of Jolly Green's to the
Barret. Upon arrival at the scene of the rescue, LCDR Crowe elected
to lower a Pararescue, AIC George R. Ande, to coordinate the subse-
quent rescue attempt. As a result of this action, the litter hoist
of the seaman, who was suffering from a ruptured appendix, and the
recovery of the deployed PJ were easily accomplished, At this time
King 24 led the Jolly Greens to Cam Ranh Bay, relaying enroute the
survivors medical information and vital signs provided by the doctor
and PJ's aboard LCDR Crowe's aircraft.

Practical SAR experience was gained by pilots on a training
mission on 22 Jul 71 when Captain John N. Komich effected the medi-
cal evacuation of an injured seaman off a landing craft in the
vicinity of Da Nang. The training aircraft, which happened to have
a flight surgeon on board as a passenger, responded to a call for

assistance for a seaman who's hand had been pulled through a cable
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