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CHAPT7R II 

Resources 

ORGANIZATION 

The 40th ARRSq, located at Nakhon Phanom Royal Thai Air Force 

Base, Thailand, is assigned to, and is under the control of 3rd 

Aerospace Aescue and Hecovery Group (3rd ARROp), Tan Son Nhut, 

Air Base, Republic of Vietnam. 

FACILITIES 

The move of the 40th AERSq from Udorn to Nakhon Phanom, Thailand, 

21 July 1971, not only brought significant changes to unit personnel 

in quartersand facility improvements but created a more compact 

working environment and closer, convenient living conditions for 

officers and airmen, alike. Specifically, Lift support facilities 

are no longer located in the squadron but are now consolidated in 

one building for the entire base, a short distance from the squadron. 

Approximately one-third of the Lift? Support building houses equip-

ment and storage lockers of the unit pararescue section. Perhaps 

the one, single convenience to the unit is the location of squadron 

operations and maintenance facilities on the same side of the base 

with airmen and officer living quarters. Heretofore, this has been 

a problem in transportation and time involved in commuting back 

and forth across base. The placement of all  airmen and non-com-

missioned officers in one living area, aircrew members excepted, 

has been a definite asset and morale factor to the squadron. 
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Transportation has been a problem at times but this situation 

should be cleared with the approval and assignment of two ad-

ditional vehicles to the squadron. Due to the extensive self-

help program now in progress and excellent support fraa the base 

and all squadron personnel, the new living and working facilities 

are satisfactory. 

The Dispatch Alert facility at Ubon, which previousily housed 

unit duty officers/airmen, has been closed. Improved alert 

procedures for the 40th ARRSq and 56th SC"g aircraft on station 

at Ubon RTAFB, Thailand, negates use of this dispatch alert 

facility. 

AIRCRAFT 

A requirement existed for the transfer of two unit Hi-538 model 

aircraft from Udorn TAFB, Thailand to CONUS. Previous transfer 

of aircraft via trans-pacific flight had formed problems in crit-

ical unit aircrew manning due to long TDY absences from parent 

unit. A request was made to airlift these aircraft back to the 

States. On 30 July 1971, a C-5 Galaxy from the 437th Mil Alft 

Wg, Charleston AFB, SC was dispatched and arrived at Udorn RTAFB, 

Thailand, to perform this airlift. 7actensive and careful prepar- 

ations had been made prior to the C-5 arrival to insure expeditious 

loading and handling. The actual loading took six hours to com-

plete and no significant problems were encountered; however, the 

operation was slow due to the fact that this was the first time 

in aviation history that HH-53 aircraft had been loaded and trans- 
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ported aboard a 0-5 aircraft. To aid subsequent and similar 

loadings, the entire loading operation was carefully recorded 

on film. 

On 27 September 1971, the 40th ALRRSq received one HE-53C model 

aircraft from the 37th ARRSq, Da Nang Air Base, South Vietnam, 

bringing the total number of unit aircraft to eleven. 



" 
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CHAPTER III 

CHANGES IN CONCEPT AND STRUCTURE  

ORGANIZATIONAL ADJUSTMENTS 

Unit ?4oves 

(U) 13AF PAD 71-13-6, 40ARRSq, directed the transfer 

of the 40A2;ISq from Udorn RTAFE, Thailand to Nakhon Phanom 

Airport, Thailand on 21 July 1971. The move was accomplished 

on schedule and with minimum difficulties. The outstanding 

efforts of all 40ARRSq personnel and the unparalleled cooper-

ation and assistance from I3AF and the 36SOW were the primary 

factors which permitted the move to be accomplished as pro-

gra=ed. 

(U) 7AF PAD 71 - 15 -7/366TFW Facilities Utilization and 

Turnover Plan. The subject 7AF PAD and 3661FW Plan identify 

the requirement to make facilities available at DaNang AB, 

,RVN to accomodate increased VNAF activities in support of the 

_ 
'Vietnamese Improvement and Modernization Programs.. The 37ARRSq .  

and Det 7 r  jARRGp were directed to relocate from DaNang East 

to DaNang West in support. of these plans. 

(U) The physical move of both units to DaNang West was 

accomplished during August 1971. HM-53 O&M facilities at 

DaNang West include two hangars and nine reveted parking spaces 

and are considered superior to facilities previously occupied 



The HH-53 detachment was inactivated at Nakhon Phanom, Thailand 
in July 1971 due to the 40ARRSq transfer from Udorn to NKP. 
The organizational structure comparison between October 1970 
and July 1971 is as follows: 

OCTOBER 1970 

JRCC, Tan Son Nhut Afld, RVN 
OL-A, Son Tra AB, RVN 
OL-B, Udorn TRAFB, Thailand 
39ARRSq, Tuy Hoa AB, RVN 
37ARRSq, DaNang AB, RVN 
40ARRSq, Udorn RTAFB, Thailand 
Det 1, 40ARRSq, NKP 
38ARRSq, Tan Son Nhut Afld, RVN 
38ARRSq Dets redesignated 3ARRGp 

Phan Rang AB, RVN 
Takhli RTAFB, Thailand 
Ubon RTAFB, Thailand 
Korat RTAFB, Thailand 
Udorn RTAFB, Thailand 
Bien Hoa AB, RVN 
DaNang AB, RVN 
Cam Rahn Bay AB, RVN 
Pleiku AB, RVN 
Binh Tuy AB, RVN 
Thy Hoa AB, RVN 
U-Tapoa Afld, Thailand 
Phu Cat AB, RVN 
Tan Son Nhut Afld, RVN 

37ARRSq POL, Bien Hoa (HH-53) 
40ARRSq FOL., Ubon, Thail (HH-53) 

JULY 1971  

No Change 
No Change 
No Change 
Moved to Cam Rahn Bay 
Moved to DaNang West 
Moved to NKP, Thailand 
Inactivated 
Inactivated 

Dets, 1 July 1971: 
No Change 
Inactivated 
No Change 
No Change 
No Change 
No Change 
No Change 
Inactivated 
Moved to NKP Arpt, Thailand 
Inactivated 
Inactivated 
No Change 
No Change 
No Change 
No Change 
No Change 

Det 1,  
Det 2,  
Det 3,  
Det 4,  
Det 5,  
Det 6,  
Det 7,  
Det 8,  
Det 9,  
Det 10,  
Det 11,  
Det 12,  
Det 13,  
Det 14,  

6. (C) Hardware: In order to maintain an acceptable SAR posture 
in theater to meet the minimum daily frag requirements 3ARRGp 
units had to insure availability of 6 HC-130s, 10 HH-53s and 10 
HH-43s in commission/Operationally Ready aircraft per day (Ref. 
Atch 2). 

SECRET 
7 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line
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CHRONOLOGY 

	

2 Jul 1971 
	

An injured USAF Airman evacuated from an 
unlighted helo pad two miles north of Khon 
Khaen 

	

21  Jul 1971 	40th ARRSq relocated to Nakhon Phanam RTAYB 

	

21 Jul 1971 	Loss of Jolly Green 54 

	

30 Jul 1971 	C-5 Galaxy airlifts the last two HH-533 Jolly 
Greens from Thailand 

	

18 Aug 1971 	Two T-28 pilots rescued 20 miles southeast 
of Udorn RTAFB 

	

5 Sep 1971 
	

Evacuation of a Thai civilian when a CH-3 
(Knife) crashed 25 miles south of Nakhon 
Phanom 
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John D. Lavelle, 7th Air Force commander, from 

.veland, Ohio, accepts a plague from fellow grad-

es of John Carroll University at Cleveland, Ohio. 

plague was presented to the general for his "out-

riding professional achievement in the field of mili-

y service and for personal accomplishment as a 

iduate of John Carroll University." Presenting the 

eplaces C-141s 

plaque is Capt. Kenneth Plynesser, Class of 1968. 

Others, from left, are First Lieutenants Donald J. 

Harty, Class of '69; Thomas R. CYConnor, Class of 

'68 ;  Timothy J. Norton, Class of '69; and John M. 
Ennis, Class of '67. All a r e members of the U.S. 
Army's 124th Transportation Command of Cam Ranh 

Boy AB. General Lavelle is a 7938 graduate of the 

university. 

   

Declining casualties return C-118s 
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SEVENTH AIR FORCE NEWS 
	

September 22, 1971 

TAN SON NHUT — Declining U.S. 
Ir casualties has brought about the 
turn of the C-118 medevac aircraft 
the Republic of Vietnam. 
Replaced by the larger C-141 Star-

ter in September 1968 when casu-
ties among U.S. forces were at a 
gher level, the C-118 medevac has 
eiumed its former role. 

The C-118, operated by the 902d Ae. 
- -1 	 e,,,,,qcieen 	at 

and wounded to medical treatment 
centers outside the combat zone. 

The single C-118 took the place of 
three aircraft previously in operation. 
Under the old program of evacuating 
patients from the Republic of Vietnam 
and Thailand, two C-130 Hercules air-
craft visited the main bases in both 
countries and then delivered their pas-
sengers to a central point. From there 

- • •• 	 thorn t a either Ja- 

leaving Clark AB, stopping at Tan Son 
Nhut and Bangkok, and proceeding to 
U-Tapao RTAFB for crew rest before 
going to Cam Ranh Bay AB and on to 
Clark the following day. 

Coordination for the C-118 visits to 
the Republic of Vietnam is handled by 
the 903d Aeromedical Evacuation 
Squadron headquartered at Cam Ranh 
Bay AB. Aircraft coming into Tan Son 
Nhut are the responsibility of the 

ARRSq 
departs 
Udorn 

NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB, Thai-
land — The 40th Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Squadron, organized at 
Udorn in March 1968, has moved to 
Nakhon Phanom RTAFB. 

Commanded since June by Lt. Col. 
John H. I. Morse, the 40th flies HH-53 
Super Jolly Green Giant helicopters in 
carrying out its mission of providing 
search and rescue support for U.S. air-
craft operating in Southeast Asia. 

The move of the unit to Nakhon 
Phanom was made to consolidate res-
cue and recovery helicopters and 
ground support facilities at one loca-
tion. 

In contributing to the motto of its 
service, "That Others May Live," the 
40th has established an outstanding 
reputation since its formation as a 
component of the 3d Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Group, headquartered 
at Tan Son Nhut AB. The squadron 
has been credited with 130 "saves" 
since it was established. 

Units of the worldwide Aerospace 
Rescue and Recovery Service, parent 
organization of the 40th, support Air 
Force and other U.S. agencies con-
ducting global air and space oper-
ations. They also provide air recovery 
forces for manned space flights in sup-
port of the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration's aerospace op-
erations. 

Colonel Morse, commander of the 
40th, came to Thailand from Wright-
Patterson AFB, Ohio, where he was 
assigned to the Air Force Systems 
Comm_a_n' Ad ns 	ghhtp  Tfleesv.t ,  Di 
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Uut the Feet Remain 

Jolly Greens Fly to NKP 
Jolly Green feet still parade promi-

nently across many facilities at Udorn, 
but they "walk" silently. Their creators 
are gone. 

The 40th Aerospace Rescue and Re-
covery Squadron officially left here on 
Aug. 1 for Nakhon Pahnom Airport. The 
Jolly Greens and their Hl-l-53 (BUFF) 
helicopters had been at Udorn since 

March 18, 1%8. 
Now they are gone; but not forgotten-- 

not by the many friends they made here, 
by the guys they rescued, not by anyone 
who had dealings at all with the people 
who adopted a big green giant as their 
mascot. 

During their stint, 	the men and 
(continued on page 4) 

bollys Fly to NKP (from page 1) 

machines of the 40th ARRS plucked 130 
downed U.S. Air Force aircrew mem-
bers from remote and hostile areas of 
Southeast Asia. Most of these were 
combat saves made during round-the-
clock missions. Their rewards were the 
smiles and sincere thanks of the guys 
they brought back home. The 40th trophy 
room is crowded with plaque and dis-
tinctive memorabilia from those grate-
ful airmen. 

On the more tangible side, however, 
the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award 
was earned by the men for saving 61 
downed crew members from February 
1969 to April 1970. 

Busy though they were accomplishing 
their primary mission -- to.search for, 
locate and recover distressed personnel 
engaged in SEA combat operations -- 
the men of the 40th also found time 
for humanitarian and other type 
"rescues." 

For example, just a coupleof months 
ago it looked like nobody here would be 
paid on the regularly scheduled payday. 
Local computer problems threatened to  

delay completion of the payroll and print-
ing of the checks. But, the Jolly Greens 
came to the rescue. They airlifted ac-
counting and finance people to Nakhon 
Phanom where the necessary paper work 
was accomplished and then the guys with 
the "green feet" brought the checks back 
to Udorn. Few people knew about the 
"rescue." Few thanks were given. But 
then, the Jollies didn't expect it. 

The folks from the 40th ARRS work-
ed hard and played hard. That's the way 
they lived -- their tradition. Waitresses 
and members of musical groups who 
played the local clubs won't quickly 
forget the Super Jolly cannon. And, at 
least one local dancing girl exhibited a 
pair of green feet in a prominent area 
of her anatomy for several days after 
a Jolly Green sawadee party. 

Although many pairs of those green 
feet remain, the BUFFs and the menwho 
new and maintained them are gone. 
They'll continue to fly their mission and 
those green feet will appear wherever 
the Jolly Greens go. That's for certain! 

Sawadee, 40th ARRS! 

HOVERING OVER A DENSE AREA is an HH-53of the 
40th ARRS. The lofty ITIStrir• 	r0crilre eilarino ite thvoe, 

years here. (U.S. Air Force photo) 


