
SEVENTH AIR FORCE NEWS 

~·!·2~------------~~~~~~:--~--~~~~ 

th sos 
• 

aims 
ew mark 
rEN HOA- The 8th Spc­
)J>t'rallons Squndron'H A-:l7 
mflv fightt'rs flew n rc­
lrt'Aking 1,309 mis.«iom• dur-
1ay, at-rording to baSfl of­
. recently. 
nid~t signs of decreased nc-

for some pe~nnel here, 
lron pilots and maintenance 
nnel have been kept busy 
a stepped up number oi 
s. 

June 30, 1971 

unanded by Lt. Col Frank K. 
the 8t.h'i. record is one or lhe 
l Seventh Air f'orcc fighter 
Dlb, deli\ieriog thousands of 
, rockets and flares on enemy 

~£~(.,J~~~~~miaru~W&:ll~~~~~~...;...i~lll:.d:......i:...;;;;..~~u'f.s<i:r..ru~·!:r~F~o:::;rc" Photo by Ms.,rt. Sam Sea.rs 

Bien Hoo's Pedro rescue helicopter was on the spot 
when 1st Lt. Corl 0. Walinski was forced to land his 
OV-10 Bronco with the nose gear up recently. A little 

shaken but unhurt, f he lieutenant remarked, "Pedro 
was a comforting sight." 

I.ting for the pilots assigned to 
l. Colonel Sloan said, "Our sue· 
• getting airborne. reaching the 
and delivering lhe ~oods is the 
ol ~ jomt eCforu or our 
~ s>ersonneJ, those mainte­
IDd mumtions men assigned to 
•2 51 st Consolidated Aircraft 

Picked up twice in 16 days 

FAC pair rescued near Dalt To 
llmee 5Quaaroo. and many oth· DA NANG AFLD - "I was think-

ing maybe we had run out of luck," 
re ateasive aircraft modi- recalled Capt. Arthur S. Moxom after 
• ~ during the he and Maj. Samuel R. Ross were res-
f:!~E~!!!*&!!..cuts£!!!Uem:ne~L--.CUed r.l'lm -- - · - · ---

mission in the tri-border reg ion where 
the boundaries o( Laos, Camboilia and 
Vietnam meet, they developed prob· 
le · i e elt eru!in of thAis: w:in. 

ground I spotted him. It was then that 
' ·d where I was I realized I had no J ea d 

going to land, and I looked down an 
.u.. b .oado owa.l:ffi:...ll<ralf:L---- --



81811 Hua':. Ped1 o 1 escu~ l1e/lcopter was on the .spot .shrJken /Jut 
when h i Lt. Carl 0. Wolmski was fotced to land lus 
OV-10 Bronco with the nose gear up recen#ly. A "'tie 

l.,icked up twice in 16 daye 

FAC pair rescued near Dak To 
VA NANG AJt'U) - "I wab Hunk· 

1111-: maybe we had run oul of Juck," 
rel'alled Capl. Arthur S. Moxom after 
111: and MaJ . Samuel R. floss were res· 
t•ue<l from an t'flcmy inf e s t cd area 
11car Uak To rec·ently. 

11 was the becond rescue of the two 
forwa1d air controllers 111 16 days . 
They were f irst shot down by enemy 
a 11l 1 aircraft fire near Boloven 's 
Plateau in Laos . They were pulled to 
safety by rescue <:rews of the 37lh 
A e r o s p a c e Hescue and Ilecovery 
Squadron, the ".Jolly Greens' ' of Da 
N(jng 

S11'1een days at1e1· the11 first brus h 
with death, the two men agam hecame 
tht: suhJctts of a mas-.1ve sea1 ch and 
I l'SClH· OjlCJ(jlion. 

Wlule on a v1 ~ual reronmussanc·t~ 

mission in the tr 1 ·border region where 
llu: boundanes or Laos, Camhod1a and 
Vietnam me(:l, they developed prnh· 
terns m the left engme of thell' twm· 
engmc OV-10 Bronco. 

After a futile attempt to revive the 
engine, they dropped the e xternal 
1 ocket pods and fuel tanks lo lighten 
the aircraft m order to keep enough 
allltude to fly lo Pleiku AB 

" Our main concern was trying to 
hold le vel flight . wJuch became in· 
creasingly difficult a s llme went on, " 
s aid the major " We were alread}' be· 
low most of the peaks m the area, but 
we we1 e hoprng to nurse the am:raft 
1111 ough I he " all<:} s rn I he are1:1 lo 
nearby Dak 'l'o " 

For nea1 ly 30 mmutes, the t•r ew 
dod~ed the 1nounl am tops 111 I he area, 
try mg lo h1 mg the cnppled aire rafl lo 
a safe landing 

Finully, the ndges Wt•re alJovt• I ht• 
airc 1 afl and II bt•g an lo 1011 al till' low 
level, so the ercwmt•ll dt·Ulll·d to t'Jt~d 

"I c•jcclcd f1rs l," explamt•d Captam 
Mnxom, .. und as I was t•o111111g down 1 
s dW lht· pla11c 1111p11l"I un u ndgt• l 
didn 'I :.t•c MtaJUl Hos:.' purndmte and 
ull I <·ouhl thin" of was lhul tw didn' t 
gel out I was loo" u1i; all mouml. try 
111g to -.pul has dmlt', hop111g th.ti h~ 
hacl nrndt' it . Hight l>l'fort' I hit tht· 

g round . I s1>0lled him, It was Uu·n that 
I re ah t<·d I had n1, idea where I wu 
gomg to land, and I looked down and 
saw I was twaded towc.rds water. 

" [ tried lo steer the chute towards 
the east, but land,•d 111 the water any. 
way," he conlmuc·d "My hrsl thought 
was of drowning, hut l fr\t the mud 
under rny feet and krn•w tt wasn't deep 
enough to require mflatmg the life prt· 
servt!rs. 

"Once I got clear or the water, I 
immediately :,aw MaJor Jto:,s up the 
hill waving at me, and I h<'aded to­
wards him We huth Jookf>d at each 
other and my hr~t thought was, 'Oh 
no! We don ' t want lo go through lh1s 
again• . 'l'l11s was the firs t llJllC I ruJty 
rcal11ed it had happened lwkt•." 

Hcst 'Ut:' fuH't's had heen alnled and 
1111mt•diutcl} wt•nt to work Crew~ 
I rum I lie• :17th AH HS, llw11 pn•vlous 
1 est' lltH s, wt•n• on the wny nml rwnrhy 
U.S. Anny hdtcoplt•rs lll'u<lt>d for the 
SAU an•a. 

llt'lll'opter gunslllP!'i ant.I A· l Sundyi; 
from the 561h SpPl'ial Opnallons Wine 
sat 11 ra lt•d thP e11c111y-111fested area to 
locule and ouppres-. uny t•1wmy gun· 
fire hefore lltt' rtbc.:Uc u1rn11ft arrivt•d . 

An Army UH 1 lllll') lwlkoplcr 
111uk llwm lo Duk To where the "Jo1ly 
Grt>t•ns" packed them up und n~t unwd 
them lo Ua Nang. 



Al R FORCE TIM~S 

OV-10 Pair Saved Twlc 

Moxon relaled after he and Maj. Samuel R. Ross had been rescue~ fut of luek, Capt. Arthur L. 
near Oak To It was lhe second time in only 16 days the two forward ~~man lenlemy Infested area 
forced to parachute from a damaged aircraft. ir con ro lers <FACs) were 

Ma;or Ross. 35, and Captain ~;::.::-~=--::.::;::;~=:-;:-:-::---:--::---~-------­
Moxon, 24. from Lhe 20lh Tactical to bring Lh_e crippled aircraft to a half-<:rawled lo the edge Once l 
Air Suppor t Sq here were shot safe landtng. An HC-130 that gol clear of the wat.er. 1 &1111Dedl-t 
down by enemy anli-~ircraft fire serves as the ~ont~ol point for atelv saw MaJor Ross up tbe 1iill 
June 4 over an area heavily po U· SAR effo~ts maintained constant waving _at me. and I ~ ..,. 
lated with enemy troops. T~e contaC'l with the endangered crew wards hhn. 
were pulled lo safety afler tw~ and d1recte~ them through the "We looked at eadl •Iller 
hours on the ground by rescue ru~~~ lerratn. and my first daoupt --. '8li 
crews of I.he 37th Aerospace Res- Finally, lht>re were no lo\\- no! We don't want lo • 
cue and Recovery Sq , Ille .. Jolly e~ valleys to get into and the throu1b this a1aia,"' COlllmas· 
Greens:· from Da :'<ang Afld. ndges wer~ all above us. so rd thecaptaia. 
C Air Force Times of June 30). about 1? mtles out of Dak To, " This was the first time lfallr 

Sixteen da\ s after their first we decided that _ there was no realized 1l had happened twice. 
brush "ith death. the l\\o men way ~e ~ere gotn~ to be able Unlll the last minute before we 
again became th b t f to mamtnin level fhght and get eJ·ecled, I was Cully confident ... _ .. 

e su Jee 0 a over the "d lo D k T .. -• massive search and rescue . n ges a 0 · the aircraft would Dy. 1 was nse 
!SAR> operation. The a1rcrart began to roll at the nervous on the ground this ~ 

low level, so Lhe crewmen made probably from lbe previous ape. 
the decision to eject. .. I eje<:led nence, ·· related the captalD. While on a visual reconnais· 

sance mission over Military Re­
gion n near where the boundaries 
of Laos, Cambodia and South Vi· 
ctnam meel. they developed prob· 
terns in the left engine of their 
twin-engine OV-10 

Uncertain if they had been hit 
by ground fire, they made a futile 
attempt lo revive the engme. ··we 
dropped all our external rocket 
pods and fuel tanks to lighten the 
aircraft in order lo keep enough 
altitude to 111C1ke 1t back to Pleiku 
AB." said Ma1or Ross. 

"Our main concern was lryjng 
to hold level flight. which became 
increasingly d1fficull as time 
went on." he swled " We were 
below most of lite peaks in lhe 
area, but we were hoping to nurse 
the aircr.ifl Lhrough the valleys in 
the area to nearby Oak To." 

For nc.irly 30 m111utes. they 
dodged the mount;.iin tops. lrymg 

Cirst and as l was coming down I Rescue forces had been alerted 
saw the plane impact on a ridge. and immediately went to wart. 
At first l didn't see Major Ross' Crews from the 31th ARRS, tllelr 
parachute, and all I could think of previous rescuers, were on tlle 
was that he didn't get out. I was way and nearby U.S Anny W... 
looking all around trying to spot copters beaded for the SAR area. 
his 'chute, hoping that he had Helicopter gunships and A·ll 
made it," related Captain Moxon. from the 56th Special OperaUoas 
··Right before I hit the ground, I Wg. also arrived and remained on 
spotted him. It was then that I alert over the enemy-lnfested 
realized I had no idea where I area to locate and suppress IJly 
was going to land, and I looked gunfire before the rescue ain:raCt 
down and saw that I was headed arrived 
towards water. A l H·l helicopter from 8 

·'I tried to steer the ·chute to- Troop. 7th Reg., of the 7-17tb Air 
wards the east, but landed in the Cav. Div. al Camp Holloway neat 
waler anvwav," he continued. Pleiku, came in and hovered a 
.. My first sens"ation was of drown· few inches above the walel' as the 
ing, but l felt the mud under my men waded through the mud and 
feel and knew it wasn't deep scrambledaboard. 
enough lo require inflating the life The helicopter took them to 
preservers. Oak To where the ··Jolly Greens" 

" l was in mud and waler up lo picked them up to return them to 
m)' neck, and I kind of half-swam. Da Nang. 
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Rescued in Laos 
Afld Vietnam after parachuting 
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into on enemy·tn es • a . ht d 1st Lt. Arthur L. Moxon were 
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G. t hopper crews rom • 1 so 
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4Jun71 Covey 504 
 

 

Bob Laymon tagged you and 2 others in a post: "🚁🚁🚁🚁 𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓 𝐈𝐈𝐈𝐈 𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒-𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒 
𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐖 𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇 ➣ Friday, 4 June 1971 . An HH-53C (Call sign Jolly Green 64) 
of the 37th ARRS and crewed by Maj. Donald L. Jensen (P), USCG-Joseph L. 
Crowe Jr. (CP), Jerry L. Burchfield (FE), George R. Ande (PJ), Michael D. 
Morris (PJ), Allen J. Avery and J. W. Wines (AP 🎥🎥) rescued a FAC pilot and 
co-pilot, Major B. R. Ross and 1st Lt. Arthur L. Moxon, after they had 
successfully ejected from their battle damaged OV-10A (Call sign Covey 504) 
over a heavily defended area near the village of Ban Thakkapang, on the 
Bolovens Plateau in southern Laos. . Citations: "Vietnam Air Losses" by Chris 
Hobson, JRCC Save Form & "PJ's in Vietnam" by Robert L. LaPointe". 
 

Bob wrote: "🚁🚁🚁🚁 𝐓𝐓𝐎𝐎𝐃𝐃𝐃𝐃𝐃𝐃 𝐈𝐈𝐈𝐈 𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒-𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒 𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐖𝐖 𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇𝐇 ➣ Friday, 4 June 
1971 . An HH-53C (Call sign Jolly Green 64) of the 37th ARRS and crewed by 
Maj. Donald L. Jensen (P), USCG-Joseph L. Crowe Jr. (CP), Jerry L. Burchfield 
(FE), George R. Ande (PJ), Michael D. Morris (PJ), Allen J. Avery and J. W. 
Wines (AP 🎥🎥) rescued a FAC pilot and co-pilot, Major B. R. Ross and 1st Lt. 
Arthur L. Moxon, after they had successfully ejected from their battle damaged 
OV-10A (Call sign Covey 504) over a heavily defended area near the village of 
Ban Thakkapang, on the Bolovens Plateau in southern Laos. . Citations: 
"Vietnam Air Losses" by Chris Hobson, JRCC Save Form & "PJ's in Vietnam" by 
Robert L. LaPointe" 
 

Learn more about tagging on Facebook. 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/nd/?scatbackscribe&aref=1591307241861105&medium=email&mid=5a748cd4b2d1fG632044e6G5a74916e12ff1Gdb&bcode=2.1591350442.Abz--Vsr7vRZ3INLFtw&n_m=rlapointe%40gci.net
https://www.facebook.com/nd/?scatbackscribe&lloc=profile_link&aref=1591307241861105&medium=email&mid=5a748cd4b2d1fG632044e6G5a74916e12ff1Gdb&bcode=2.1591350442.Abz--Vsr7vRZ3INLFtw&n_m=rlapointe%40gci.net
https://www.facebook.com/nd/?scatbackscribe%2Fposts%2F10217727698925765&aref=1591307241861105&medium=email&mid=5a748cd4b2d1fG632044e6G5a74916e12ff1Gdb&bcode=2.1591350442.Abz--Vsr7vRZ3INLFtw&n_m=rlapointe%40gci.net
https://www.facebook.com/nd/?about%2Ftagging%2F&aref=1591307241861105&medium=email&mid=5a748cd4b2d1fG632044e6G5a74916e12ff1Gdb&bcode=2.1591350442.Abz--Vsr7vRZ3INLFtw&n_m=rlapointe%40gci.net
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finally locating the survivor, who had neither radios nor 

flares, TSgt Henry C. Kirk Ill (PJ), was lowered and found 

himself near an enemy encampment and that the survivor had 

been defending himself with an M-79 grenade launcher. The 

survivor, who was suffering from shock and possible broken 

ribs, was extra·cted and flown to Qui Nhon AB for treatment. 

Crew Rosters 

AC Maj Robert H. Heiges 
CP Capt Roger T. Colgrove 
HM TSgt James B. Barrett 
RS TSgt Henry C. Kirk 11 I 

AC Maj Charles E. Posey 
CP Capt John R. Weimer 
HM AlC George P. Ojala 
RS TSgt Eugene L. Nardi 

1 4 

RS Tsgt Jon H. Young 
RS AlC Charles B. Aldean 
HM A 1 C James K. Ashdown 

RS AJC William P. McDonald 
RS AlC David G. Mueller 

The successful ejection of two Covey (OV-10) FAC crew 

members on 4 Jun 71 after receiving heavy ground fire, brought 

the airborne alert aircraft to make the last two combat saves 

of the quarter. The SAR area, which was reported to contain 

a conside~able number of anti-aircraft weapons, had received 

a devastating pounding from both Sandy and fast moving air­

craft, thus allowing Maj Donald L. Jensen to make his rescue 

run shortly after arriving on the scene. The first survivor 

was located and extracted easily, whereas the second, due to 

his position in a deep, heavily foliated ravine, had his smoke 

signal retarded from clearly marking his position. During the 

extraction of the second crew member the PJ's opened fire on 

suspected enemy positions and slight battle damage to the 

Jo ·J ly Green wa.s sustained. Additional ground fire was noted 

during the egress phase and this was also returned by the PJ's. 
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Crew Rosters 

AC Maj Donald L. Jensen 
CP LCOR Joseph L. Crowe Jr. (USCG) 
HM SSgt Jerry L. Burchfield 
RS AlC George R. Ande 
RS SSgt Micheal D. Morris 
RS TSgt Allen J. Avery 
AP SSgt James W. Wines 

1 5 

AC Maj Robert H. Heiges 
CP Capt John N. Komlch 
HM MSgt Samuel J. Halphen 
RS AlC Ralph R. Moreno 
RS TSgt Cha rles S. Salome 
RS MSgt Richard M. Crowley 



J"'{JN '-( 7 / 

STATEMENT 
----~-----

SARCO REPORT 

SANDY 09/lt) 
MAJ POTTOU/CAPl' OBERLill 

At 0415L we were launched out of Da Nang Air Base for the Covey 504 
A & B SAR. The Jolly Greens were already on a special orbit when the 
Si\R kicked off. So we met them at 350/30/94, the initial orbit point 
given to us by King. We were the first Sandys to· get 'bo the area so 
Wti asked and got the O.K. to press o:i .'4nto the · eurvivors area, 304/44194• 

We had a little trouble at first in finding the· area as CH 94 would 
n<>t lock on. We finally got a D. F. steer frm Nail 2~and Covey 554, the 
on-scene FACe. Covey 554 led me right to the surnvors .area and I could 
soe one chute. I then took on-scend coJ'!Ulland und began to t.iilk to the 
survivors. The best I could f'igure was that both pilots were near the 
one chute .and only about 30 meters apart. 

The FACs had not taken any ground fire and the survivors had not seen 
or heard a thing. We worked the area over a little bit more and then 

I sent Sandy 10 out to get the choppers. While Sandy 10 was out getting 

\ 

the Jollys, I put down a dud M-47 for tha I.P. and worked tho area over some 
more. Covey 504.A said he had movers up the r"ldge from him and I worked 
it over with 20mm and CBU-2.5. Sarxly 10 brought the Jollys into the I.P. 
and I put down a trail or W.P .• rockets to the survivors area. Sandy 10 
then led Jolly 64 in and I had 504A pop his smoke. He was easy to spot 
ahd was on the chopper in no time. Covey 504B was a lot harder to find 
as we couldn't see hie emoke am he was very hard to understand on the 
radio. Aftei.- what seemed like an eternity 504.B saw the chopper am 
started to gs:ve us; good vectors. The pick up was made and· we put ordnance 
down on the way out. · 

The onl,y ground fire that wa11; ~een vas a .J.ittle· small &rmsi on the 
wa;y out. 

We escorted the {fo~a to a refueling and then to DaNang with out 
arrr further problems:. ' . ~ . 



r c<»rno~~oo·ut•I .. -
FROM DOTS (Major Roberts) 

StTl SARCO Report for Covey 504 A/B 

TOs DO 

1. A succossful rescue "19.S made for Covey 504 A/B' on 4 June 1971. 
The aircraft, an OV-10, sustained battle da?ll8.ee and both cre\o111lernbers 
were f o;rcad to bail out at approximately the 300/ l.{//94. This report 
will cover aotivities relating to the SAR. All times are MKP local. 

2. A call was received by th~ SAROO at approximately llOOL on 4 Jun 
71, and he wa·s told that a possible SAR exi:Jtod. Sandy· 9 and 10 were 
le.unohed f1•om DaNang along with Jolly Green 64· and 72 from that loca­
tion. Sanely 5 and 6 were launched from Ubon along vith 2 Jolly Greens 
from that location. 'I'he Jolly Greens aborted so DaNang ·launched two 
more aa baok-ups. The time of this action vas 1132L. .se_ndy 9 end 
10 arrived on scene at 1148 and Sandy 9 assumed OSC at 1150. 

3. The in:Ltial report indicated that the Sandies were taking 2)nm and 
'5/mm fire. This later proved to be in error. Jack then began to caJ.l 
for Smoke. Two aircraft were in the process of being uploaded. Little 
more information was receivod until l205L when Jack issued an order to 
hold the Smokes. A radio call at 12121 said the weather in the object­
i ve area was deteriorating rapidly. At 12181 Phase Bravo for 504A was 
initiated. Alpha was on board at 12ZJL. N~ more information was re­
ceived unUl 12321 when a call from Jack confirmed 504/B was on board 
the Jolly Green al8o. Joker terminated Lhe SAR e.t 1235L. 

4. 1111 agoucies involved in this operation functioned very well from 
the SARCO point of view. A cooperative spirit existed throughout the 
effort resulting in a pro.t'essional and expeditious effort. 

· rv_e~UK 
fci1;;;. ROBERTS, Major, USU 
SA.HOO 

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED
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. SAC - Strategic Air Conmand 

SAR - Search and Rescue mlsston 

SEA - Southeast Asia 

TOY - Temporary Duty 

TFW - Tact teal Fighter Wtng 

SAVES 

Number Survivor's Name Rank Date Misslon Number 

614 Indigenous Person 9 Apr 71 A-3-016-09 

615 Indigenous Person 9 Apr 71 A-3-016-09 

616 Indigenous Person 9 Apr 71 A-3·016-09 

617 Indigenous Person 9 Apr 71 A-3 -016-09 

618 Richard E. Forman 1 Lt 18 Apr 71 A-3-017 

619 Alvin R. ·s·lmon SP /5 1 2 May 71 A-3-018 

62.0 Gary Wes tpha 1 Sgt 12 May 71 A-3-018 

621 Bj a rn i o. Bradwel 1 WOl 12 May 71 A-3-018 

622 Robert A. Wolff t Lt · 24 May 71 A-3-020 

623 Sam Ross Maj 4 Jun 71 A-3- 021 

624 Art Moxon Capt 4 Jun 71 A-3 - 021 
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SECRET :~ 

~ C :_ ,: ·:.:~! :·'T .:-;1, 'l' .1 :. ·. ' ; .: 1~;1IO!JS SA·~ --- ---
1 A :-.r- ::nc bfi!: t !' i ec~ ':'ir~ r 110 l Non-Combat 

c /..r:r ~;~c ~et \'i •!tnamese Gnd Te;l.rr; 4 Combat 

l3 /,Dr Sec!"et fhvon 52 2 C()mbat 

lJ Arr Secret :~;...~ l!~ 57 1 C_omt.at 

17 Ar.r · $~crPt ;:-. t t h·cr;v 305 None 

18 Arr Secret L:;, tt l~c r·r 305 l Combat ' 

22 Arr Confidentinl \fol! 07 2 Combat 

26 Arr Con~identinJ.. 
,...,. 
, lf!t-r (:£ 2 Comoot 

?7 Arr Con!'inential Nail 83. ~Combat 

"'>O ,_ . Arr VnclM.ssified Cnt Killur 676 .2 Non-Coi:ibat 

2 )l.ay Confidential ~:lE;lt Grt::en 02 1 Comba~ 

6 !-'..ay Confidential G1;nf~hter 01 2 Cor.:.bat 

i2 r.ay Con ri dtmtial Ch:trlie Horse 828 J Cot1t1at 

11~ M&.y Secret Cobr·A. Red Cne · l Combat 

2 Jun Secret PFL 2 Combat 
__., 

4 Jun Secret Covey 504 2 Cocbat 

l'? j_un Unc.l.assi fi~d Kinp, Stllr 11 None 

20 .,Tun . Con rid ential . Covey 504 2 Combat .. 
/.0 ,Jun Con!"idential Wolf 02 None 
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. ostly 

C':'r--!.,.d~· ..... :id ~~ ncn-cor:.l,:1t. s;i ... .res. 
/. 

Ninety : t'~r cent 

of the r..issir)!"IS f'lcwr. i~! r.w :-ort ,..,. a n~sc 11e resultec1 lr. the r<.'covery 

t h i~ ~uartt·r . It is !°urree~!'J>d ~! ,· t t,h .. re.: !er tu..~!; to these nr1rrntives 

3 
a.t this tirr.(· t ·o '\C~ l11 j nt hi;.f>elf w~ th our :-·o~t current orerRticns. 

DATE ~USS ION $;_ VES P~GE - -
9 Apr VietMrrese Gnd Tenn: 4 Con bat 59 
lJ Apr Slade 57 1 Comoat 62 
12 't'.ay Chi1rlie Horse 82B 3 Ccr1bat 64 
2 Jun FFL 2 Cor."lbat 65 
4 1.Tun Covey 504 ..... Combat, 68 ~ 

~ \h..m Covey SC'4 2 Combat 70 

The entire squ,'ldr0r. is dedic nttci to our cission and it ie n matter 

of p-ide to have r..;rt~. cj p.>ted in tile rtcovtry of a downed crewman. 

Cha~e \.Q\S the Y.t:y word for t. r:e Cj 't:ration~ Section during the 

qu."lrter . Lt Col Irvin L. ~'.li !'lf,enoor~ l:r. became the A.CtinR Squadron 

Cor.mn.nder when Col Sidnc:y ? ... . Sr.ilscth rot::i.ted in tlune. Lt Col Clare~e 

L. P~radis b~cP.mc tho Or-er~tions Cf ficf:r a~ Lt Col Ronald J. Soroka 

l. Inforr.w1t1.Cln for tri!t rort5 on o!" the lai~tory WA~ suprlied b.v Lt Col 
RoMld J. Soroka, l.~sist1rnt Crer::ttion~ Officer. 
2 . The number or cont.~t Mwes recorded here rny VA'f"Y rrom the figures 
r<'?COT'ded by Jrd l.RRGr. The 39 AP.Rf. cL~ : r.1!I A save whenever the !ting bird 
is involver! with I\ reeov~ry in Srite (', ~ ~.~ . tyr-e Of AircrAft :rAking 
the ~etUl!l rrl.ckur. 
3. The r.Usaion Mrrati ves l'T'A? be ro11nrl on r.1r.es .59-71 • 
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AIR FO RCE NEWS 
- -~ .. · • =t . ' June 16. 1971 

ov-10 t.(JVN/J ~ 

Jolly Greens drop line, 
reel in pair of FACs 

DA NANG AFLD - Rescue crews 
from the 31th Aerospa~e Rescue and 
Recovery Squadron "Jolly Greens" 
pulled two FACs to safety t·ecently 
from the heavily enemy-infested area 
near Boloven's Plateau in Laos. 

The two rescued men, Maj. Samual 
fi. Roff and 1st Lt. Arthur L. Moxon, 
ejected from their OV-10 Bronco after 
being hit by enemy gl"ound fire . 

When word of the downed aircraft 
was re<:eived, two HH-53 Super Jol.ly­
Green Giant rescue helicopters on air­
borne alert raced to the scene. Aided 
by A-1 Sandys, the Jolly Greens 
braved marginal weather and enemy 
ground Hre to rescue the two downed 
men. 

The rescued men had been direet­
ing an air strike against an enemy po­
sition in the area when they were 
struck by the ground fire. ''We were 
coming in to mark the target for a sec· 
end time when a loud bang and a jolt 
hi t the aircraft." related Lieutenant 
Moxon. 

"Apparently we had been hit on a 
fuel tank and under the belly of the 
aircraft. My left engine burst into a 
ball of flames and smoke started to fill 
the cockpit. 

"We didn't want to punch out over 
this environment so we tried to get 
further east. Somehow the ennine con· 
trol cable had been severed and we 
couldn't maneuver the aircraft, SO. we 
were forced to ball out less than a 
mile away from where we had taken 
the hit," continued the licutenamt. 
"Going down with the parachute, I felt 
like a duck in a shooting gallery. I was 
sure someone down there had me in 
his sights." 

He landed safely in a tree on a 
steep ridge line and lowereJ himself 
on to the ground to await the rescue 
aircraft. 

The second downed pilot, Major 
Ross, landed slightly further up the 
ridge line Irom the lieutenant'J posi· 

, tion. "I was remembering so many 
things from survival school that it 
amazed me.'' ~mrnented the major. 
' 'There was a thick jungle canopy but 
not muc.i where I landed. I found a 
large stump to use for cover and es­
tablished radio contact with the air­
craft in the area. 

"They told me the rescue effort 
was already underway," he recalled. 

"I don't lhlnk I can say enough to 
praise the teamwork of the people in­
volved in this SAR efforL Immediately 
qther FAC aircraft came into the area 
and the fast movers that we had been 
directing remained there as Jon1o: as 
their fuel held out," he added. 

"When we heard the Jolly Greens 
were coming, I was so damned happy 
1 couldn't believe it," commented Ma· 
jor Roff. "I knew if anybody could get 
us out, they would do tt. I knew what 
kmd of people they were and there's 
just something about the word Jolly 
Green - it iitays with you from the 
first time you hear It until the time 
you need their skills." 

Major D.L. Jensen, who had boon 
credited .;11th three previous saves, 
was the aircraft commander on the 
rescue helicopter that made the pick· 
up. His co-pil<Jt was U.S. Coast Guard 
Lt. CrndT . .Joseph L. Crowe Jr., who 
was w-0rking with the J oUy Greens on 
an exchange program between the two 
services. 

"The Sandys lined up smoke rock· 
ets into the location of the first survi­
vor artd we followed them in,•• re­
called Major Jensen. ''The first survi­
vor popped his smoke to indicate his 
position and we hovered over him and 
made tbe pickup. 

"The second survivor was then in· 
structed to mark his pos!Uon with 
smoke which he did," continued the 
major. "At first we had difficulty 
seeing it because of the thick jungle 
canopy, but we pretty much knew his 
location and went in to gel him out." 

Two of the pararescucmen on the 
rescue aircraft were TSgt. Allen J. Av­
ery and AlC George R. Ande. 



I CQlfl!IDl!lTIMJ t 
FR01••• DOTS (Major Roberts) 

SUl SAR.CO Repo1•t for Covey 504 A/B 

TOs DO 

1. A succoasful rescue \or.ls made for Covey 504 A/B on 4 June 1971. 
The eircraft, an OV-10, sustained battle damae~ and both crewmenbere 
were forcad to bail out at approximately the '!;JO/ I{/ /94. Thia report 
will cover activities relating to the SAR. All times are NKP local. 

2. A cell wns received by th~ SARCO at approximately 11001 on 4 Jun 
?J, and he was told that a possible SAR exi~ted. Sand7·9 and 10 were 
l r..unched from DaNang along w1 th Jolly Green 64 ·and 72 from that loca­
tion. Sanely 5 and 6 were launchoo from Ubon along with 2 Jolly Greens 
from that location. The Jolly Greens aborted so De.Nang launched two 
more as baok- ups. The time of this action was 11321. .s~ndy 9 end 
10 arrived on scene at 1148 and Sendy 9 assumed OSC at 1150. 

J. The in5.tial report indicnted that the Sandies were taking 2)mn and 
']lmm fire. This later proved to be in error. Jack then began to call 
for Smoke. Two aircro.ft were in the process of bein~ uploaded. Little 
more information was receivod until 12051 when Jack issued an order to 
hold the Smokes. A radio onll et 12121 said the weather in the object... 
ive area was deteriorating rapidly. At 1218L Phase Bravo for 504A was 
initiated. Alpha waa on board at 122JL. No more information was re­
ceived unt:1.l 12321 when a call from Jack confirmed 50.4/B was on board 
the Jolly Green al::Jo. Joker terminated Lhe SAR st 12351. 

4. .All agm1cies involved in thi s operation functioned very 'Well from 
the SARCO point of viev. A cooperative spirit existed throughout the 
effort resulting in a professional and expeditious er.tort. 

lt~~1 uw 
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Major Roff, left, and Lieutenant Moxon return to Do Nang after being 
rescued in Loos 

F-4s scramble twice 
on strikes near Kontum 

PHU CAT - Two U.S. Air Force 
F-4 Phantom fighter crews from the 
12th Tactical Fighter Wing's 389th 
Tactical Fighter Squadron killed 47 
enemy soldiers and destroyed six mor­
tar positions on two separate scramble 
missions north of Kontum recently. 

The strikes, according to Maj. 
James C. Dempsey. the flight leader, 
were in support of the Army of the Re­
public of Vietnam's Firebase Five. 

( ' " '· I ,..,,, " 

enemy. We again made several passes 
and put all our o.rdnance within 20 
yards of the target, with two direct 
hits reported. 

"Upon return to Phu Cat, we were 
notified that we killed 20 more enemy 
soldiers and destroyed six mortar po­
sitions," the major said. 

Jolly Greens 
reel 

• • 
1n pair 

DA NANG AFLD - Rescue crews 
from the 37th Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Squadron "Jolly Greens" 
pulled two }:"A Cs to safety recently 
frnm the heavily enemy-infested area 
near Bo1oven's Plateau in Laos. 

The two rescued men, Maj. Samual 
R. Roff and lst Lt. Arthur L. Moxon, 
ejected from their OV-10 Bronco afler 
being hit by enemy ground fire. 

When word or the downed aircraft 
was received, two HH-53 Super Jolly 
Green Giant rescue helicopters on air· 
borne alert raced to the scene. Aided 
by A-1 Sandys, the Jolly Greens 
braved marginal weather and enemy 
ground fire to rescue the two downed 
men. 

The rescued men had been direct· 
ing an air strike against an enemy po­
sition in the area when they were 
struck by the ground fire. "'We were 
coming in to mark the target for a sec­
ond time when a loud bang and a jolt 
hit the aircraft ," related Lieutenant 
Moxon. 

"Apparently we had been hit on a 
fuel tank and under the belly of the 
aircraft. My left engine burst into a 
ball of flames and smoke started to fill 
the cockpit. 

•·We didn't want to punch out over 
this environment so we tned to get 
further east. Somehow the engine con­
trol cable had been severed and we 
couldn't maneuver the aircraft, so we 
were forced to bail out less than a 
mile away from where we had taken 
the hit," continued the lieutenamt. 
"Going down with the parachute, I felt 
like a duck in a shooting gallery. I was 
sure someone down there had me in 
his sights." 

He landed safely in a tree on a 
steep ridge line and lowered himself 
on to the ground to await the rescue 
aircraft. 

'the second downed pilot, Major 
Ross, landed slightly further up the 
ridge line from the lieutenant's posi· 
tion. "1 was remembering so many 
things from survival school that it 
amazed me," commented the major. 
"There was a thick jungle canopy but 
not much where I landed. I found a 
large stump to use for cover and es· 
tablished radio contact with the air· 
craft in the area. 

•'They told me the rescue effort 
was already underway," he recalled. 



STATEMENT ...... ----- - - - -
SARCO REPORT 

SANDY 09/10 
MAJ PO'l'TOH/CAPT OBERLIN 

At 0415L we were launched out of Da Nang Air Base for the Covey 504 
A & B SAR. The Jolly OreeruJ were already on a special orbit when the 
SJ\R Id.eked off. So we met them at 3.50/30/94, the initial orbit point 
given to us by King. We were' the first Sandys to get 'bo the area so 
wo asked and got the O.K. to press on ·i."lt'l the · eurvivors area, J04/4U/94• 

We had a little trouble at first in finding the. area as CH 94 would 
not lock on. We finally got a D. F. steer from Nail 2Z.,.~and Covey 554, the 
on-scene FACe. Covey 554 led me right to the sur'.fi,vors area and I could 
soe one chute. I then took on-scend col'lll1land und began to t"llk to the 
survivors. The best I could figure was that both pilots were near the 
one chute and only about 30 meters apart. 

The FACs had not taken any ground fire and the survivors had not seen 
or heard a thing. We worked the area over a little bit more and then 

I sent Sandy 10 out to get the choppers. While Sa.~dy 10 was out getting 
the Jollys, I put down a dud M-47 for tha I.P. and worked the area over some 
more. Covey 504A said he had movers up the ridge from him and I worked 
it over with 20nun and CDU-25. Sandy 10 brought the Jollys into the I.P. 
and I put down a trail of W.P .• rockets to the survivors area. Sandy 10 
thon led Jolly 64 in and I had 504A pop hie smoke. He was easy to spot 
and was on the chopper in no time. Covey 504B wae a lot harder to find 
as we couldn't see his emoke an:i he was very hard to understand on the 
radio. MteI," what seemed like an eternity S04B saw the chopper ard 
started to g~ve us; good vectors. The pick up was made and we put ordnance 
down on the way out. · 

The onJ¥ ground fire that wa111 seen ~aa a .. J.ittle·sinall arms: on tha 
way out. 

We escorted the .follya to a refueling and then to DaNang with out 
arv turther proble!DS'.. . . J . 




