
81811 Hua':. Ped1 o 1 escu~ l1e/lcopter was on the .spot .shrJken /Jut 
when h i Lt. Carl 0. Wolmski was fotced to land lus 
OV-10 Bronco with the nose gear up recen#ly. A "'tie 

l.,icked up twice in 16 daye 

FAC pair rescued near Dak To 
VA NANG AJt'U) - "I wab Hunk· 

1111-: maybe we had run oul of Juck," 
rel'alled Capl. Arthur S. Moxom after 
111: and MaJ . Samuel R. floss were res· 
t•ue<l from an t'flcmy inf e s t cd area 
11car Uak To rec·ently. 

11 was the becond rescue of the two 
forwa1d air controllers 111 16 days . 
They were f irst shot down by enemy 
a 11l 1 aircraft fire near Boloven 's 
Plateau in Laos . They were pulled to 
safety by rescue <:rews of the 37lh 
A e r o s p a c e Hescue and Ilecovery 
Squadron, the ".Jolly Greens' ' of Da 
N(jng 

S11'1een days at1e1· the11 first brus h 
with death, the two men agam hecame 
tht: suhJctts of a mas-.1ve sea1 ch and 
I l'SClH· OjlCJ(jlion. 

Wlule on a v1 ~ual reronmussanc·t~ 

mission in the tr 1 ·border region where 
llu: boundanes or Laos, Camhod1a and 
Vietnam me(:l, they developed prnh· 
terns m the left engme of thell' twm· 
engmc OV-10 Bronco. 

After a futile attempt to revive the 
engine, they dropped the e xternal 
1 ocket pods and fuel tanks lo lighten 
the aircraft m order to keep enough 
allltude to fly lo Pleiku AB 

" Our main concern was trying to 
hold le vel flight . wJuch became in· 
creasingly difficult a s llme went on, " 
s aid the major " We were alread}' be· 
low most of the peaks m the area, but 
we we1 e hoprng to nurse the am:raft 
1111 ough I he " all<:} s rn I he are1:1 lo 
nearby Dak 'l'o " 

For nea1 ly 30 mmutes, the t•r ew 
dod~ed the 1nounl am tops 111 I he area, 
try mg lo h1 mg the cnppled aire rafl lo 
a safe landing 

Finully, the ndges Wt•re alJovt• I ht• 
airc 1 afl and II bt•g an lo 1011 al till' low 
level, so the ercwmt•ll dt·Ulll·d to t'Jt~d 

"I c•jcclcd f1rs l," explamt•d Captam 
Mnxom, .. und as I was t•o111111g down 1 
s dW lht· pla11c 1111p11l"I un u ndgt• l 
didn 'I :.t•c MtaJUl Hos:.' purndmte and 
ull I <·ouhl thin" of was lhul tw didn' t 
gel out I was loo" u1i; all mouml. try 
111g to -.pul has dmlt', hop111g th.ti h~ 
hacl nrndt' it . Hight l>l'fort' I hit tht· 

g round . I s1>0lled him, It was Uu·n that 
I re ah t<·d I had n1, idea where I wu 
gomg to land, and I looked down and 
saw I was twaded towc.rds water. 

" [ tried lo steer the chute towards 
the east, but land,•d 111 the water any. 
way," he conlmuc·d "My hrsl thought 
was of drowning, hut l fr\t the mud 
under rny feet and krn•w tt wasn't deep 
enough to require mflatmg the life prt· 
servt!rs. 

"Once I got clear or the water, I 
immediately :,aw MaJor Jto:,s up the 
hill waving at me, and I h<'aded to­
wards him We huth Jookf>d at each 
other and my hr~t thought was, 'Oh 
no! We don ' t want lo go through lh1s 
again• . 'l'l11s was the firs t llJllC I ruJty 
rcal11ed it had happened lwkt•." 

Hcst 'Ut:' fuH't's had heen alnled and 
1111mt•diutcl} wt•nt to work Crew~ 
I rum I lie• :17th AH HS, llw11 pn•vlous 
1 est' lltH s, wt•n• on the wny nml rwnrhy 
U.S. Anny hdtcoplt•rs lll'u<lt>d for the 
SAU an•a. 

llt'lll'opter gunslllP!'i ant.I A· l Sundyi; 
from the 561h SpPl'ial Opnallons Wine 
sat 11 ra lt•d thP e11c111y-111fested area to 
locule and ouppres-. uny t•1wmy gun· 
fire hefore lltt' rtbc.:Uc u1rn11ft arrivt•d . 

An Army UH 1 lllll') lwlkoplcr 
111uk llwm lo Duk To where the "Jo1ly 
Grt>t•ns" packed them up und n~t unwd 
them lo Ua Nang. 


