
U4TE: 2 Jun 71 

1113107.1 NUMBER: B.-3-(W 

AaCkAFT 	 rkin 22 

D1STR1Z5r23 ALiChAF?: PFL 

LOCkTIONI C20/43/1CR 

&ATM 2 Combat 

8 Jun 71 

(5) On 2 Jrn 71 1 had been airborne froat Mora for 3 minstaa an ling 22 
when King a relayed that Cricket (ABCCC) had a message about a 901DAP. 
Oricket consequently passed the inf'ormation at 06152 that *Hunter", a 
ground station/teaa„ had obsorved an Air America C-46, call sign NFL, 
crush northwest et Lima Site 32. Cricket edvised as that Laredo 12, 
a PAC, was flying in the vicinity and woald ooataet ns on 282.8. As 
soma as I opaline with Laredo 12, be offered to proeood to the erash seems j 
and reeonnoiter the area. At approsimately 0625Z Laredo vas ever the 
*rash site and gay* it's position as 9N1 northwest of LS 32 (020/45/108 or 
V3345,73).. Re reported that the wreckage was burning and the weather wat. 
moving in an the area. Shortly thereafter he had to leave the soma te 
go  

to tanker (06402). At 0630Z, Charlie Romeo, an Air America Relimonter 
ear mp on 123.1 and volunteered to proceed to the seem, estimating the 
IS 32 area at 06451. 1 requested that Sandy. 3/4 be launched free Cl lig 
to provide RESCON. Also, I requested a flail PAC be Unaided boa OR 00. 
Ravel ZL, another PAC s  offered his assistance at 0700Z and I told him to 
fkor to the 15 32 area. Charlie Reese was over the site at 065fti cull I 
a* hie On Scene Comandinr, replacing Laredo 12. As Char]j. r mar s . 
has VW, it use mot doteemined whether the scarvilo.rs were wring their -
mediae. =CAP and border abcatuasa were requested at 0505Z and I asked .; 
ikeir to *book crith Air America regarding. survival sear an baud 11/01,.• 
Raven 21 informed am at 07001 that rliswpin" reported greased teens were , 

ths area. of the site and be would. atteapt to eeittaat th.• At MOIL 
Lamle 12 shacked in again and remained over the 11010211 menitindsg. 	• 
Sandy. 3/4 wore airborne at this time...7  At 07072 oiliotaLReuvialti,astjar.:" , 
America 11-34,, was inbound from. L-201. to IS 32 to assist.; .,.04hariiia 
spotted the wash mite at 0713Z and /alio the MI eoterdinates .  ea Na601Li; .: 

 Weather was 5500 foot7oeilingrwLth: fair'*.sibilityi4lblarivhost tatr.*Pikli1lig4 
.erietat advistits;Mo-or, era:rat, _bambini '44.3is ..8.45341t. south apt* 
lantse faced aeoporahet at Watt .hatZthiell''.1ater' Waif doteratie6 
e3o flare deafer -  AO yard/ frea'.thic iwroekagca..:-  iscir'thea 'advised 
five =le were an the aircraft with five: parashmteu and oncr.hooperleragQ, ■:. 
Nail 45 arrived an 1108;70 at *7352 and B11114161.21 was estimating the area 
4117652. At 07302 Rotel 73, another Air America beLieopter, elented +Net 
123.1. At 07351, JG 57/6D viers requested to be launched from CR 09 and rr-
proceed to Pakaans area. No SAR objective bad been determined yet. 
Nail 45 was appointed  060 at 117371.. AU arisraft on same wore searching 
the area for parachutes or signs of survivor*. 
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The prinary 2 frtsve,,c7 wRe lhangsti fro., 	to 282.8. Hotel aravo arrived 
am scene at J743Z. .4A.Ady 3 requestec a.:d-,32 and stmice be uploaded And this was 
mussed to Jack. ..: aakod anven 21 for information on grotmd teams in the area 
and he started investigating this. Also 2971 4 , another helleopter s  was on 
scene but did not thec4 in with me. JD 57/60 were airborne from CR 89 at 0750Z 
and proceeded direct to CH 108, At 0755Z Hotel Bravo tried to lower a man 
onto the crash site but his hoist cable did not extend far enough. At07562 
reemmmnded a photo reeennaissanee aireraft be sent to the sem* (this as 
Later cancelled). At 08002 Charlie Rome ETB'd to L3 a72. At mon Raven 21 
repeated that efingpie mid there was a 20 man frimullypeand tem in the area. 
At 0900Z Joker advised um of 3 5730.1 AAA guns in the BAR area. All of tims 
gra:t OR scene iucludingSm4qe, believed this information to be laeorreet. 
At t1305Z Sandy; 1/2 air aborted into CH 89 with hydraulic problem. abe4Y0  71,  
were requeeted at all= H-85, another Air America lielioopter arrived ma seam 
at this time. Suety, 3/4 arrived on scene at 0815Z end ;ober recommended not 
lamebing Saody 7/8 without a SAE objoctive. I eongurred. Nail 4, bbeerved 
personnel earth of the river (the wreckage WAS south) and this was seemed to 
be the friendly ground team. Sandy 3 was made CGC at 0820Z after he bad the 
wreckage in sight. At 0825Z Laren 21 discovered a perachutevoltmabeast of the 
site at UO206929 (this was one et the survivor's &butes, as we laterdisoevered). 
Cricket relayed that 30aldmine* bad reported spotting parachutes coming from 
the aircraft before it =gashed. At 1:62C. Jergtd-  3 to 	two Coatee at the liwirehls 
eightiag. At 0830Z, Betel Bram reported that at least one pareahate was still 
Ineide the wreckage. JO 57/60 arrived at the GI; 1% area at 004itZ. Z-23 was 
request** to be launched at 08504 At 0651Z upon my request, Air Aria operatics 
reported pereornial parachutes bore the mar chutes on hoard. At 01154Z 
ape*, another tolieopter offered his assistance but remitted at CH aae A/Ail 
seeded. At 0855Z Seedy 4 spotted two warrvivore and !Wel Aram went in to piak 
then up. CA this point the Willa= beam a SAZ and 3auslas 7/11 were leached 
from eli $9. At MIX ta1 Bravo had 'WC aarvivore on hosed.. At 09022 ltotal 
Brave reported that his survivors said the 0-46 tusk heavy small arm fire 
around LS 32 utile dropping rice and three people bailed out before it exashs‘ 
At 0904Z Sandy 3 asked to ana 123.1 as primary and all forme sheathed in. 	tot' 
Bravo departed the Mese at 0908Z for 15-50 to refuel; and to drop off the -* 
eurvivers who,,, it .wae later deteratine4. -vere"kiokerew far the no toga 
fron l'”Ipon further' debriefings  it was :Learned that the third ma had 
out 	

,
tale2 eisittoss,beftre the two -:'resseed awakes* ends this 

,eonfinamtlhrilialdn;new , -klePortedaseeinea-paraahnta miachmetinr47:', 
about arias 1417- 	paeidirieUft i Sows invietigatit 

• reported- 	 'kWh was- knewn to haM unfriendly troops nearby.'ut,;Te4 
Bo paraehate ow-  service was spotted. bowever. NOSZOIhnitsr  Snake 40/43. was eir.- • 
bomb frost Gil 09 at 0925Z and estimated the area 30 minutes after Sandy 3/4 - 
woad binge. This flight also 'air aborted into CR a9 with a propeller imatinettan; 
Tc.-40 

 
was airborne at 0925Z and proceeded to the CH 108 area to refuel 57/60s, 

 At 0950E0  B.-73 reported that he had lowered a wan art his boiet onto the wrsOikaga 
end had extrasted the body ef the indigenous eavilot. This left one Aerrioan 
pilot and one of the "kiakere" smemowated for. At 1000Z' s  all &Irwin on come 
reported at or near bingo fuel and thou were (acrid free the area s  
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fang 22 Craft/umbers 

Copt Mash 
11,4 Hay 
Haj Good 
Tsgt Hafts 
Segt Chrism 
?JO Crosier 
Begt Hudson 
Tait Jones 

Sendars 7/8 fina117 became Iiirborns at thin tins and were instructed to Hilt. 
JG 57/60 and S-23 were slewrwd to gTL as tile weather at CH 89 sad CH 70 vas 
deteriorating, 

Forges Utilised 

Laredo 12 
Chant* Ramo (Air Anerift Porter) 
Raven 21 

114 
Hotel Bravo Oar Amorist 2.34 lellsogdes) 
Hotel 73 
Hotel 25 
	 I 

Rail 45 
JG Y7/60 
K-23 
Sandy l/2 
SE147 
Smoke 40/41 
Papa Flight 
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K-WG-56-HI 

3TATEAENT  

FRON: 1505 (Lt Col Denwoody/2754) 

SUBJECT: roxtrot Lima 3AR (3 Jun 71) 

TO: SARCO 

On June 3 	at 1h1.51, Lt Colerel Dunwoody (Sandy 03) Flightl 	, and 
Capt Witte ..eady Oh) 'A.neman, •.ere launched on A Senrch and Ree 	(SAR) 
niesion fer-a dewned C-46 (Foxtrot 	',eft?). 5 survivors on board. The 
aircraft had been shot down and crashed just north of Lima Site 3.2 in an 
extremely hostile aree. At time of launch King passed to Sandy . 03 that 
there was no beeper or siert of any life and that two Air Amerie'a helicop-
ters were on-scene and he'dloceted the crash. Sandy 03 requested that King 
conthct Air America Operatioee to determine what survival and •igeal devices 
that the crowmembers might have had, Pnd aleo requested that fast mover smoke 
and strike birds alone with b1117.5::' be leaded and put on alert. Sandy 03 
arrived se-scene and took command at 1530L. King ordered assets requected 
and confirmed that survivors had parachutes cnly. Nail 45, Raven 26 and three 
Air America helicopters were now in the a'ea, and OSC Nail h pinpointed the 
crash site to Sandy 03 and ,O1;. Sandy 03 r:etermined that all;bc-66h no sign of 
life was present, that he should put down a chopper immediately tn rescue 
possible injured. Sandy 03 and 04 then made numerous low .eel intimidation 
pares to draw possible enemy fire. 14hen Sandy 03 determined the area was 
not opeosed he executed flotel Bravo helicopter. Sandy 03 and Oh romeined in a 
daisy chain until the helicopter care back out and reported no sign of survivors. 
Sandy 03 and Oh then proceeded south along the probable route of the downed 
aircraft in search of parachutes. Raven 26 then transmitted he had spotted 
two possible chutes 5 kilometers south of the crash site. Sandy 03 went to 
the scene of the crash site. Sandy 03 went to the scene of the pa.  a. .utes 
and had al' 	r hold hir:h while he again trolled for enemy gre ei fire and 
possible 	..es. Nail 45 seld he thought he :Totted nmall a! 	tire coming 
from the m.. 	Sandy 03 and ue melts many passes until satisfie, ,hat the 
area was now sterile for a pickup attempt. Rotel Bravo went dowli to the area 
while Sandy 03 and 04 performed a tight daisy chain. Again no oednance could 
be expended due to the unknown position of the friennies. Sende7 03 and 04 
were forced to intimidate by low treetop passes around the helicopter. letel 
Bravo could not locate either survivor in the general area and caee back out. 
Sandy 03 then organized a search pattern using all available SNR forces. Some-
time later Sandy 03 spotted a small emoke fire and what he thereght was a sur-
vivor nearby. Apain ot.ol Bravo went down while Sandy 03 and 04 flew tight cov-
er. This attempt was-eueceeerul with two survivors rescued. :;andy 03 iestructed 
the helicopter to take the eel-rivers to a safe base while he and Sandy-04 con-
tinued the search. A friendly ground controller indiceted he heel spotted a total 
of 3 parachutes coming out of the stricken aircraft. The third parachute landed 
about 1 kilometer soeth of the rescued crewmembers. ,Unfortunately the ground 
controller thought the crewmPeber was immediately captured timid his parachute 
hidden. SAR forces continued the search but to no avail. n Uotel 73 another 	.• 
Air America helicopter asked Seldy 03 and Oh tb fly COW]' Ihile he put down a 
ground team in the area of the crash. Again low level intimidation pastes were . 

 made until the team was picked up. .. -. 

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED



CONFIDENTIAL 
They had found one body, the copilot, and indicated a strong possibility 
that the remaining miseing survivor, the pilOt t ,was also in the wrec,-71:, but was in 	to deter/elle due to the severe damage and burni:qcof --  the pilot' 	Sandy 03 and Oh continued search in any event Sandy 03 was approi 	Bingo fuel but ''Ing indicated that replacements - e now 
not available for another hour, Zan Q3 	04 continued efferen t  /and had , 
to RTB in 30 Minutes due to minimum fuel of tindy 03. Sandy 03 then suggeeted 
to King that the effort be terminated as the objecttve was compX6ted. Sandy 03 recovered at homebase uneventfully under minimmm fuel condiiiima. 

SAR PROBLEM AREA:  

, 
The most significant factors that made the SAR diffiCult were the following: 

/ . 	 , 
(1) None of the survivors carried Amy form of survival gear, radios or 

signaling devices. 

(2) Although the area uep hosti,le and small arms fire as observed the 
San4ys were not permitted to expend ordnance due to the proximity of possible - 
friendly troops. This problem forced the Sandye to fly intimidation passes 
in the face of ground fire and yet could not return.. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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They had found one body, the copilot, and indicated arong prJesibility 
that the remaining miscie survivor, the nilet, wsn alno in the wr-.:, 
but was impr,  " le to Oeterm4ne due to the severe damage and burniig of ' 
the pilot' Sandy 03 and Ob continued search in any event Sandy 03 was appro. 	t; Bingo fuel but 	indicated that replacements 	e now 
not available for another hour. sandy.03_and 04 continued search,. and had . to RTB in 30 minutes due to minimum fuel of Sandy 03. Sandy 03 then suggested 
to King that the effort be terminated as the objective was complhted. Sandy 
03 recovered at homebase uneventfully under minimum fuel conditions. 

SIR PROBLEM AREA:  

The most significant factors that made the SAR diffiCult were the following: 

(1) None of the survivors carried any form of survival gear, rad:J.os or signaling devices. 

(2) Although the area urks hostile and small arms fire vat! obaerved the 
Sandys were not permitted to expend ordnance due to the proximity of possible. 
friendly troops. This problem forced the Sandys to ay int!.nidation passes in the face of ground fire and yot could not return. 
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2. T A T 	!". PTI T 

FROM: 1st SCO (Lt/Col rurrn7 - 2116) 

SUDJnTs 	wort 1.1)-- Foxtrot Lima 

• TO: Du 	 . 

1. A successful rescue g:ts conduct ,A on 2 June 1971 for two cro*members 
of Air America aircraft ":07trmt 1im. The aircraft, 0-46 Comlando, 
wont down at approximately 1330 2 crocr.! 1971 approximately selrea miles 
north of Lima Sito 32 in Darrel Poll East. This report covers those 
activities relating to the Sandys during the rescuo effort. Ail times , 
are Thailand local. 	• 

2, -Foxtrot Lima wan shot dwn I)! 	-relnl fire from the area 
surrounding a friendly prylition 	para-dl.opping supplies1 l'he crew- 
men on board totalled 5 (ene',Werican, four indi7onous). P.-:.constructing • 
of this incident reveals thnt t!xec Indi7enous kickers (para-drop handlers) 
did bailout of the airernrt. One vis prepTtly captured by enemy forces 
and the pilot and copflot rre killed in tho arming crash of the aircraft. 
The forward Air (Mich st:t;Acned at t:Ie Lima Site stated that AK-47 and 
posnibly 57mm (probably rocolicss rifle) . fire downed the aircraft. A Durax 
helicopter spotted the weer,k7tge, t.nd sighted one parachute on the ground 
but did net - right any 4- - rvivers. An ASAll launch of 3andys W04 was ordered. 

3. Sandy:1 03/04 11-)rr .i:cl ,orn( at 1)105 	prnceeded north to the 
Sandy 01/0' 	airovvc , ^ 	145!; 1111 4; air-aborted due to a hydraulic 11-" .  
on 02. ,; 	en 51/C; were ai ,-berne at 1450 and proceeded nc 	to tho- . 
initial h, 	1G point :11, !):1'cr..1 , ,.;, later to CH 105. Sandy 03 an: ,d on- 
secne r4; .1520 and assui on-scen-; corand at 1530. Hotel Privo 4: an Air 
America helicopter, wns rir::r0d by 5:Indy 03 to roconoiter the crash scene 
for survivors. None worn 	 !avcn 26 spotted two partch-tes on 
the ground and again ;!ntA Bravo nearchc,d for survivors at th.13 location. 
None were found. bunt,.  Q3 then directed a wide search pattern and soon 
he Tocatod two survivors uninl a very small fire to ,generatz smoke. Hotel 
Bravo promptly picked bo:1 up. At this tigm two more Air Amcri. ,.;a helicop- 
ters (11-34 1 0) arrived or--rtnno and rc(incd 4r1r cover by thy. aandys while 
they soarchod the crash :te for Lho A3ye1 unaccounto6 for pi:.ot and co-
pilot. The co-pilots bod! as recovered froll the wreckage but the pilots 
body was not recovcrod atei rxmlmor. to be z..till In ;;L:: vrockr.ge. Two 6r;okc• 
A-1 aircraft were airtorno at 1653 but thn air-aborted due to prop reclaator' 
problens with one aircr.:.5‘,. 

4. The area of thi.;:; 	 Wal country. fest:cd with hostielTA 
and Pathet Lao troop:3, conef_ntrted rilout the Lima Gites Known enemy 
weapons up to 12.7mm ILP. rn4 	 A'(...47 (7.62) wcre (emle.on in the 
areas adjacent to the 	 The crash scene was -far enourh from the 
Lima Site to allow helico .,ter oprations. On' crewmer.bor bailed out and 
unfortunately landed a scant diattnco from on 	troop concentratio. , c, 
(FAG Report) 	' ,Natr at this tire as overcast at 2000 1  AGL but wol - able. 
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5. Search assistance w f-rniahed by the on-scene FACs. Will 45, Raven 
26, and the Air America helicopters. 

6. The Jolly Greene were not utilized on this SAR and RTD'd to CU 70 at 
1800. 

7. No survivor possessed any survival equipment. A definite hindrance to 
rescue forces. 

a. Four Sandys, two Smoke aircraft and two Jolly Greens were :i.aunched 
In support of this 3AR. 

U I 	i 
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FLYING SCHEDUL8 
SAR "FOXTROT LIAA" 

- SANDY' 

01 Smith 

02 Bowden Air. 	Hyd Leak 

03 Dunwoody ,...91t3cene Commander 

04 V On-Scene Wingma 

SMOKE 

40 Madden 

41 Rentz/Lackey 	 Air Abort - Prop Reg, 

JOLLY GREEN 

57 Striven 	 Low J.G. 

60 Carman. 	 High JeG, 
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