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SEARCH AND RECOVERY 

 

• .Tu 71 
(C) Compared to recent periods the Search and Recovery effort 

was relatively light and amounted to approximately one half of the 

effort expended in each of the previous two periods. The wing par-

ticipated in four successful Search and Recovery missions and one 

other unsuccessful effort to rescue an injured member of Task Force 

I. That effort was unique to the mission in so far as no aircraft 

was down and the objective was not a flyer. #82 

(S) A special four man team known as Task Force I parachuted 

into an area approximately 55 miles west of DaNang Air Base, Rep-

ublic of Vietnam. The area was extremely hostile and two of the 

paratroopers were injured during contact phase of their landing. 

A decision was made to extract the team and two of the members, 

one injured, were removed immediately. A Search and Recovery (SAR) 

was generated for Sierra, the other injured soldier. Sandy 09/10 

were enroute to Nakhon Phanom RTkPB from DaNang Air Base and were 

diverted to the area along with Jolly Green 73/70. The weather was 

extremely poor, darkness was approaching and the SAR forces wore 

unable to continue the effort that day. Voice contact was estab-

lished with the injured survivor and the other team member and they 

were told to wait for a first-light effort the following day. #83 

(S) The following morning, 23 June, the forces returned to the 

area but contact with Sierra was never established and his fate was 

undetermined. After a major search effort the SAR was terminated and 

the fourth man was extracted by other resources. Six A-1 sorties 

participated in the effort and flew 14.4 hours. #84 
r-0ETT3.7c717376ITI-SP0ING Historian. 
83 SARCO Report, Task Force I (Sierra 	Jun 71, Document 310. 824 Ibid. 	 .  . 
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STATEMENT  

SARCO REPORT 

SANDY 09/10 
MAJ POTTOU/CAPT OBERLIN 

At 0415L we were launched out of Da Nang Air Base for the Covey 504 
A ec B SAR. The Jolly Greens were already on a special orbit when the 
SAR kicked off. So we met them at 350/30/94, the initial orbit point 
given to us by King. We were' the first Sandys to get to the area so 
we asked and got the O.K. to press on-into the survivorsarea, 304/44h4. 

We had a little trouble at first in finding the area as CH 94 would 
not lock on. We finally got a D. F. steer from Nail 2kand Covey 554, the 
on-scene FACs. Covey 554 led me right to the suraivors area and I could 
see one chute. I then took on-scend command and began to talk to the 
survivors. The best I could figure was that both pilots were near the 
one chute and only about 30 meters apart. 

The FACs had not taken any ground fire and the survivors had not seen 
or heard a thing, We worked the area over a little bit more and then 

I sent Sandy 10 out to get the choppers. While Sandy 10 was out getting 
the Jollys, I put down a dud M-47 for the I.P. and worked the area over some 
more. Covey 504A said he had movers up the ridge from him and I worked 
it over with 20mm and CBU-250 sandy 10 brought the Jollys into the I.P. 
and I put down a trail of W.P. rockets to the survivors area. Sandy 10 
then led Jolly 64 in and I had 504A pop his smoke. He was easy to spot 
and was on the chopper in no time. Covey 504B was a lot harder to find 
as we couldn't see his smoke and he was very hard to understand on the 
radio. After what seemed like an eternity 504B saw the chopper and 
started to give us good vectors. The pick up was made and we put ordnance 
down on the way out. 

The only ground fire that was seen was a-little - small'arms on the way out. 

We escorted the jollys to a refueling and then to DasiNang with out 
an further problems. 



FR01,1; DOTS (Major Roberts) 

SUL 	SARCO Report for Covey 504 A/B .  

TO DO 

1. A successful rescue was made for Covey 504 A/8 on 4 June 1971. 
The aircraft, an OV-10, sustained battle damage and both crewmembers 
were forced to bail out at approximately the 300/47/94. This report 
will cover activities relating to the SAR. All times are NKP local. 

2. A call was received by th9 sAn0 at approximately 1100L on 4 Jun 
71, and he was told that a possible SAR existed. Sandy . 9 and 10 were 
launched from DaNang along with Jolly Green 64 and 72 from that loca-
tion. Sandy 5 and 6 were launched from Ubon along with 2 Jolly Greens 
from that location. The Jolly Greens aborted so DaNang launched two 
more as back-ups. The time of this action was 1132L. .Sandy 9 and 
10 arrived on scene at 1148 and Sandy 9 assumed OSC at 1150. 

3. The initial report indicated that the Sandies were taking 2m and 
37mm fire. This later proved to be in error. Jack then began to call 
for Smoke. Two aircraft were in the process of being uploaded. Little 
more information was received until 1205L when Jack issued an order to 
hold the Smokes. A radio call at 1212L said the weather in the object-
ive area was deteriorating rapidly. At 1218L Phase Bravo for 504A Wati 
initiated. Alpha was on board at 1223L. No more information was re-
ceived until 1232L when a call from Jack confirmed 504/8 was on board 
the Jolly Green also. Joker terminated Lhe SAR at 1235L. 

4. All agencies involved in this operation functioned very well from 
the SARCO point of view. A cooperative spirit existed throughout the 
effort resulting In a prOfessional and expeditious effort. 

AG-4e 44-14---  
4OHN C. ROBERTS, Major, USAF 
SARCO 

19_404111,..1 
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AIRCI-:AFT 	 Ki% 

ULTRi.SSEL 	 CcIrvu !7C4 

LXATIONt 304/40t 9;4. or n:::15t 

SAVES: 2 Combt 

I was en King 24 on 4 Oun 71 e..flec7nd1ng through FL 060 east of CH 619 to refuel 
A 64/72 when I monitored gi rMATDAY. " emIl on guard at 0335Z from /*infield 210 
an A-7, who reported that his FAG Coy' 504, had been et down at 304/44/CH 94 
(M15687) and he had seen two good 	

," 
d Tcraohutes. I immediate3.7 begun a olimb 

to the south and several other aircraft came up on guard including Covey 554, 
Sail 22, and Covey 221, None of the FACE were on 34=0 at the time and I 
aPPeinted Mail 22 en scone commander at 0342Z sines he was clooset to the 
MOS, Covey 221, meanwhile, vulunteersd to returned to the CH Were& to 
find so ne Arey helieopters that could make the pick.up. Neil 22 reesbed the 
etyma first and legated the first parachute at 0355K. JO 64/12 were imetruSted 
te pressed to CH 94 sad Sandy* 9/10 were launched from CH 77 a3ang idtha 40/30 
amid Sandy 5/6 free CH 93. Mail 22 located the sewed paraehute at NOS MA 
*lase Covey 134 know the area in detail and bad greater eaduranse, I appointed . 
Ma On Hems Commander at 0410Z after be had the igilikmmt00*.At this 
time he talked to the survivors (who were very elapse together) omd determined 
that they were both O.K. and hod two radios apieee plum a spare battery. Me 
weather In the area we *sly fair with a 1500-2000 foot waling Alai esttiamad 
to trs, tkrsagbest the mission. The terrain was 660 test vith a 3000 tort 
Aft, 1= west, Several aircraft with ordnance were om seem and, althomgb 
the area was suesidered only moderately hostile, I had Covey 554 pet is a 
Velem 50/51 flight at 0415X to neutralize any resistance. 

Iimg 2l was instructed to shift his orbit east to monitor the MR red a 
vaguest was made to lam* King 27. At 0420Z A 602 were bolding east et 
the 00On. duditift Sandi 9/10, enrc-uto fron.CN 77. lice A 67/11$ were 
lcasighwd elms Cl 77 and were airborne at 04372. Sandy 9/1D arrived ea *some 
at 04031 and bad joined up with Nail 22 at 0445Z. At 04444 easily bed ems 
shuts im sight and at 045$1 he was talking to the survivor's afterward, 

:Zith
tie Oa &me Oemossd. At 0500Z, Covey 221 arrived with seeleal 
eeptere and gmmehips but singe the survivors were lasted beneath 

a sow 001 the Army haliesptere had no hoists, I build timesaver the Demme and 
docided 

 
to ow the Jelly argiell. Nail 22 cleared the seem at WS as he 

use Us,  ss Asa. SamOy 9 dessesi the area quiet susses to attempt a pleb." 
sad at Mil all as sass terses were on guard treqemmsymovisi Is ter the 
WI ass. No we Asksd up at 0524Z by J0 64.and after a shark period, the 
itliy argentine ewe 	sae who told his to lower the penetrators At 013,31 

mmr ens ea beard end oll twee. departed the soeme. Kiss Si sals ss 
mad imp rata the jelly Oreome, Both i.-.6evivore worn in oeselleut Asps, 



. one boring a bunal.:1. acrlith 
COW 554 'and 221 d.pk.rtogi with '24 r0.114*.ti4t.to 

. hilloopter", "..M; 60/30 sir 
• the .tveaverjr, ,foteise, baele •tki 
•enaCtly two bo*ire .  

.It is strongly.  'felt that without the" ••  - 
thee' two pialceps - might-tot.'have.oOcUrri4 .J3Uggimie44:041g0404iles.. 
creditedAidajilmo.oGibit saves'. 	, 

Xing 24 Oramembers 	 Perces' MAUNA 

capt .ah. 
Capt F,Stecy 
Maj Good' . 
tegt Chrisan 
•Sagt•Mot 

- 
30gt •Ward 
Seat ?reason 

Xing 26 
King 24 

50/31„:- ;4 
ZIO/2111$ 

Ce**i 554-  - 
Covey 221 
Panther night (Ars" Malieepter) 
JG 64/72 
JO Wits' 
54‘..**;. Ca" 
Titati3O5 ,  • 

• — 

• AMON P. nA314 Ca.01111k- 'USAF 
Aireraft- Commandirr/Airbei:Mi Passion Coimamier 



AIRCt:AFT 	itK1% 

3041/414/ 	94 

SAVES: 2 Combp..t 

was en King 24 on 4 Jun 71 dt,rocrnding through FL 000 east of CH 69 to revel 
J0 64/72 when I monitored a "MAYDAY" call on gnard at 03358 from Linfield. 210 
an A-7, who reported that his FAC, Covey 504, had boss shot down at 304/44/CH 94 
(111115667) and he had aeon two good rcraohutes. I imodiately began a ell* 
to the south and seiVeral ether aircraft ORM up on guard including Covor 554 
Pail 22, and Covey 222. None of the FACE were on aaena at the time and I 
appointed Nail 22 on scone oommander at 03422 ainos he was almost to the 
area. Covey 221 0  meanwti1e 0  volunteered to returnsd to the CH 94. area to 
find some Arey belioop4oro that could maks the pitk-up,. Sail 22 roadbed the 
some first and legated the first parachute at 035521. 439 64/72 ware iastreeted 
to prowled to C2 94 and Sandy* 9/10 wore launched trma CH 77 along with A 60/30 
end Sea47 5/6 true CH 93. Nail 22 locatod the sigemmd parashute at C40% and 
eines Covey 554 know the area in detail and had greater eaduranee, I appointed 
Idia On Saone Commander at 0410Z after he had the 001kmw. 111.1020.P.At . thia 
time be talked to the survivor* (who war* 'very oleos together) and determined 
that they were both 0.X. and bad two radio* apiees plus a spare batierre Ite 
weather be the grog was only fair with a 1920.2000 foot minim Matt destitood 
to drop throughput the niselon. The terrain was 660 feet olth a NOS test 
ridge 1:Elwast. Several aircraft with ordnanao were ea eeeee sod, althea* 
the area was emasidered only modaratoly hostile, I had Carey 5,4 put in a 
raison 50/51 flight at 04152 to neutralize any resistanoe. 

. 	. 
Xing 

 

Z. was instructed to shift kis orbit east to monitor the SAS. and a 
raciest was As to lam* Xing 27. At 04202 ja 64/72 were held:tag east et 
the aeons awaiting Sandy 9/10, =rt,...Ato from CH 77. Also 40 WO were 
immeshed from Cl 77 and were &towns at 0437Z. Samdr VIO arrived ea OOSSO 
at Miami had joined ap with Nail 22 at 0443Z. At 0446S eeMOY5 104 
auto ia sigirt and at WU he was talking to the survivors, afterwards 

Arad=
the Oa d eem Oemasad. At 0500Z, Covey 221 arrived. with segue/ 
septere and gaaships bat singe the survivor* ware Lasted beematt 

• maw thd the Army haiesptere had no hoists, I held Um near the sum and 
decided to ess the Jelly Orosies. Hail 22 elsarod the mono at °son as be 
VAS low ea teal. dandy 9 dossed the area quiet ease& to atter.* a piihmr 
end at MAK all ea Beene foveae were OR guard trinomially mowing la tOr the 
W ass". Ne use pialsed up at 05242 by JO 64 .and after a shirt period, ihs 
Jelly Grose vas rm. 	nen who told his to lower the penetrator. At 013,31 
gir num vas as Ward and oll fore,* disputa* the eesee. U 111) IMO et 
hoed to retell the Jelly Orgies. Hash 	wori la easeliont shape, 
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2h JTX 71 

CZ:11.AI 46/1.7:r. 	.16-3-023.2C ru 

hX!CA7 ZI1f11s 030 2is 

DISTRESSED AZXRAllt COVET scti, 

IMATIOUt 3701104dar , 

EAVES* 2 Caci3AT 

At epproadoote1 3OZ•  •.%  214 was at MAW= prepasing to 
desesat for -  Mt with JD 70 and • ring 3 receiviad a well rum 
allstorw ladiautiwS Calmer 5(14 had shut.dom his les swum for 
tbastuation of au pressure and ma going to E25 to CR107. =Ai 

-sh ontentod Cove 50L and coefirmed the at doom. Cover calt 
pe.10 *Mk SOD. HUI p011itiCti IMO 3:10/7011ff7  and walweettit 

, IMeldSvo sesistame, Wig 214 proceeded is the diroatiat st ra lot 
Sad siviwed cav/ 50k to amitor REllabarola VDF sot EAR primary 
Ate& eau att obtained the CD 107 mother and poised it am to 
gem/ Sas* At wWwwgzialetwe* 4us. Cror sok sipartit est he but 
taint to cow Ws sold me cloosod to 27V to CI ST die le SE XIS 
ussibm. ata alt" swig 	mparked nagattio TAE41 fl 3soe 
supsited pasitime• toomodtMd usgstlys nadir easieset leth. SIPS 
Ilillegemay squawk* Mai Is gaited IF Ittl's ourgentr sow* left 
the 117.45 and parsed position 305/27/3s7. cow Sik admpaudepd 
mit indiosted his e3-titude wee 5500 feet. At 0921 Cawgy jEgt gap. 
diembei he was desamding to h700 fast sod requested positdso and 
nesters to CI 31n. Peemoir had nogsfive radar ocataat sot lame 
Palmed Puition 304/30/107, vector 110. Cow os sod easei Fri 
sone ip 

 
and King * directed than to attoupt to rill:dome* mitts Xii• 

appressfsa5te4 011.584 sat' reported he was madam to aeistelsa. 
Vallittude and we thiParting.  to GE 912•4 	requested prattle* ead 
hlyeetersv Itoomelt till Md. negatives raider sot Sing St peeved 	. 

jpeeLtitat Mat meteem...::A .t; ows. corny 5cii reported iltitide $OO SIM 

l‘lotifrimisaletal .0..sthe At Passed positia: 2304.540k ,  Welter War 
'llefer Sit Ia tat14,71, Vt. "II to wouihor•kA,  Metal aRik n 

szeteilsollasiiirea; 	to intuit:apt cover h. it *Soits 'i? •  
reVerted`=tit; knots, tasehls to malatain altitude 

soft woad attempt- to 	 feathered erigino, Use * 	tdm 
L 'Pwwitialt 150/1k0A r wstrter MB At 0510. 	Ik pooled ewer 

emir 5124 at 115042Ak (IFF Interrogator) and bed sepatiete radio " 
enddat with *wort Sae At 0512 Zing 24 beard a lead mad umstaisei 
beemr• nag lit wade matect with Covey 5th and he reverted both 
won dem sod is good shops; ware togother on aids at a bill near 
stoma mad berth abate* mould be visible frost the air. Photon 
Not 33 sea Jo ergo and started sesseh for Cow 504 A sad E• 
nag Ik requested irk's sod Sendre tram CI 77 sad requested go: ships 
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and alic.Ka from Icntum and :srbon Outlaw, Phsot,om gawk 33 reported hews 
familiar with the area and considered it to be perni3eive far am immediate 
polsk.ap, At 1520, Carbon :2.1tias; edvis4 -4d that gun shiiJs and slicks we 
being launched. Phantom Hawk 33 sihted chutes at 0525 and vas in radio 
contact with Cove 506. Weather was reported to be 1000 scattered to 
broken, visibilit7 04. with rain showers to the east. Planta& leek 33 
located the survivors and was designated Ca Seen* Commander at 05274. 
Best poottios available was 1B7512(48444%) 2  200-.300 11  below a 2500' 	v 
peek. At 0529, Undertaker 29, Huntsr tiller Team with two allske Shodied 
in 

 
with Xing 21k sand were 10 miles From the Deese. Iontaa advised seem 

had beed seeded with mines, end King tt passed this to Covey 501it angesrd 
with a emotion to stay put and net =we around. Covey rapartad, Pavan 
east of position - up the stream. Undertaker 29 canfirmed slinks had 
pemetretor capability and Phantom HaWk 33 reported pink.up fraa aircrew 
would be possible Undertaker 29 was at scene at 02 and revised 
position to 1281120(260112/94). Gladiator 20 night (oriu ships) *beaked 
in end sere told to bad clear. Phase AZpha cammenced at 0543 with Pall 
Beerier 3 17 making the pick .up and Undertaker and Scalp Hunter providlist 
clever. name Bravo started at 0548 and completed at 05502. Both sirvivere 
mere in good Obepe and woad be RTBId to CH 96. IMA 06054, JG 7016k bedLaW1 
AMD 

 
with King 27 and more inbound to CH 94 to plaksup survivors ter 

ftriber *TB to CR 77. •AR forces were released at 05522 and Phantom 
ik 33 advised ha bad pictures of the crash memo and mould have this 

available at 225th 8AC at Tuy Ham AB, 
It should be noted that Major Good's akillful use of the Arzod is 

provided the enly positive positions for Cam- 504 iuittai33%, through. H 
set ling 26's intercept and for the baiLestpummition. His performanse 
was outstanding. The AFI.45 proved to be of unquerblommodimame 
every effort abouldbe made to maintain this equipment in the highest 
state of readineav in the tutors. 

Ling 24 Creumenberre 

ANC Lt Cal Saraka 
..130  lihartsy .  . 
OP ::::;..0airt sTatay 
HAT Het Good 
20 hicisse. 58614 

Pagne'lett 
73 :Crawford Vitt 
LIE Durbin It 

VCR TME VAHAN= 

EWALD J. SORCIA. It Colonel, USAF 
Aircraft ComitaaderAirborrie Mission Ca—n 

SAO Farces . 

.2ing 270/4- Via 
Phantan Hawk 33 
CoveY 5" 	

. A7bder. taker 29 	• 
$10421. Hearer 37_ ' 
15:31et„,./zr: Ranter 37 - 
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SECRET 
Rescue :- .1.:-Y;irnr havv 	 77.777777777777TTI—rmtly 

fle to t!.e 	c's the 	 F:Ing has continued it- assion 

of mercy eff - t7 27 cf,H,rrt -nd 3 non-corl ,at saves.
2 

Ninety :er cent 

of the missions flown in swrort -.7 a rescue resulted in the recovery 

of distressed nersonnel. P'low r,re listed six typical missions for 

this ouarter. It is suggested 4„ct th4• rejer turn to these narratives 

at this time to aculint hir- self w'tt .. our 7-ost current operations.
3 

DATE MISSION SAVES PAGE 

9 Apr Vietnnmese Ond Team 4 Combat 59 
13 Apr Blade 57 1 Comuat 62 
12 may Charlie Horse 828 3 Combat 64 
2 Jun PFL 2 Combat 65 
4 Jun 
20 Jun 

Covey 504 2 Combat 68 
Covey 504 2 Combat 

The entire squadron is dedicated to our mission and it is a matter 

of pride to have participated in the recovery of a downed crewman. 

Change WAS the key word for tf:e Cr .era.tions Section during the 

quarter. Lt Col Irvin L. Klinrenberg Jr. hecame the acting Squadron 

Commander when Col Sidney 	Spilseth rotated in June. Lt Col Clarence 

L. Paradis becaxe the Onerations Cfficer and Lt Col Ronald J. Soroka 

1. Information for this portion of the history was suprlied by Lt Co]. 
Ronald J. Soroka, Assistant Cyerations Officer. 
2. The number of cortf, t sAves recorded here may vary from the figures 
recorded by 3rd /TACT. The 39 AEU. clnms A sAve whenever the King bird 
Is involved with n recovery in svite c 	tyre of Aircraft making 
the actual pickup. 
3. The rdssion narratives MAy be found on rnres 
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37 ARRSQ HISTORY, 1 APR - 30 JUN 71 
	

"4 

finally locating the survivor, who had neither radios nor 

flares, TSgt Henry C. Kirk III (PJ), was lowered and found 

himself near an enemy encampment and that the survivor had 

been defending himself with an M-79 grenade launcher. The 

survivor, who was suffering from shock and possible broken 

ribs, was extracted and flown to Qui Nhon AB for treatment. 

Crew Rosters 

AC Maj Robert H. Heiges 
CP Capt Roger T. Colgrove 
HM TSgt James B. Barrett 
RS TSgt Henry C. Kirk III 
RS Tsgt Jon H. Young 
RS AlC Charles B. Aldean 
HM AlC James K. Ashdown 

AC Maj Charles E. Posey 
CP Capt John R. Weimer 
HM AlC George P. Ojala 
RS TSgt Eugene L. Nardi 
RS AlC William P. McDonald 
RS AlC David G. Mueller 

The successful ejection of two  Covey (0V-10)  FAG crew 

members on  4 Jun 71  after receiving heavy ground fire, brought 

the airborne alert aircraft to make the last two combat saves 

of the quarter. The SAR area, which was reported to contain 

a considerable number of anti-aircraft weapons, had received 

a devastating pounding from both Sandy and fast moving air-

craft, thus allowing Maj Donald L. Jensen to make his rescue 

run shortly after arriving on the scene. The first survivor 

was located and extracted easily, whereas the second, due to 

his position in a deep, heavily foliated ravine, had his smoke 

signal retarded from clearly marking his position. During the 

extraction of the second crew member the PJ's opened fire on 

suspected enemy positions and slight battle damage to the 

Jolly Green was sustained. Additional ground fire was noted 

during the egress phase and this was also returned by the PJ's. 



37 ARRSQ HISTORY, 	1 	APR - 30 JUN 71 

SAC - Strategic Air Command 

SAR - Search and Rescue mission 

SEA - Southeast Wa 

TDY - Temporary Duty 

TFW - Tactical 	Fighter Wing 

2 3 

SAVES 

Number  Survivor's Name  Rank Date Mission Number  

614 Indigenous Person 9 Apr 71 A-3-016-09 

615 Indigenous Person 9 Apr 71 A-3-016-09 

616. Indigenous Person 9 Apr 71 A-3-016-09 

617 Indigenous Person 9 Apr 71 A - 3 - 016 - 09 

618 Richard 	E. 	Forman 1 	Lt 18 Apr 71 A-3-017 

619 Alvin R. 	Simon SP/5 12 May 	71 A-3-018 

620 Gary Westphal Sgt 12 May 	71 A-3-018 

621 Bjarni 	0. 	Bradwell WO1 12 May 	71 A-3-018 

622 Robert A. Wolff 1 	Lt 24 May 71 A-3-020 

623 Sam Ross Maj 4 Jun 71 A-3-021 

624 Art Moxon Ca Pt 4 Jun 71 A-3-02I 



"This was about the first time I real-
ized that it had happened agnin. Until 
the last minute before we ejected I wen 
fully confident that the aircraft would 
Ply. 

"I was much more nervous on the ground 
this time, probably from the experience 
on the ground the last time," commented 
the captain. "I was thinking that maybe 
we ran out our luck." 

The rescue forces had been alerted and 
went immediately to work. Rescue crews 
from the 37th, their previoun rescuers, 
were on the way and U.S. Army helicopters 
in the area headed towards the SAR area. 
Army helicopter gunships and 	A-1E 

'Sandys' from the 56th Special Operations 
Wing saturated the ennmy-Infented nren to 
lorntn and nupprenn Any onemy ground 11 re 
hofore the renew* aIrcraft nrrIved. 

hnlicopter from 11 Troop, 
7th regiment of the 7/17th Air Calvary 
Division at Camp Holloway nonr Pleiku, 
came An and hovered A few inchen above 
the water an the men wallowld through the 
Mud and acrnmbl.ed aboard. 

The 'Huey' tOok the Alen to bak To where 
the EJolly . 0,16enal piked Uhtln up to re-
tlit'n them to OA Ming, 

57 APRS Picks Up Dozen 
The 37th Aerospace Reecue and Recovery 

Squadron chnlked up 12 non-combat eavea 
July 26, as two aircraft from that unit 
combined forces to rescue U.S. Army sol-
dier,' from a bench 18 miles south of Hue. 
Piloting the HH-53 "Jolly Green Giant" 

rescue helicoptere were Maj. Robert H. 
Hnigen Jr., end Lt. Col. Harold R. Walt-
hail, both of the 37th ARRS. 
The soldiers were aboard a UH-1H "Huey" 

helicopter, when mechanical problems 
forced them to land on the beach. 

had just taken off for airborne 
alert," stated Major Beiges, "and had 
completed tent firing the weapons, when 
we heard the cnll for annistance. 

"A light observation aircraft circling 
over the downed helicopter relayed the 
call for ansistance to us," he continued. 
After obtaining clearance from the 

local control center, Major Heigee peened 
oVer the area and decided it was a rela-
tively secure place to net down. The 
crew took the necensnry precautions and 
armed their weapons as Major Heiges set 
the "Jolly Green Giant" down about 75 
feet from the downed helicopter. Eight 
of the crswmembers scrambled aboard the 
aircraft and were returned to bog Nang. 

Pick up Dozer) 
(Contd. from Pg. 1) 
cover for the remaining four crewmen who 
were attnmpting to make repairs. 

Colonel Walthall picked up three more 
crewmen after repairs had been made and 
he and Major Heiges escorted the Huey 
bark to Da Nang. 

For Major Heiges. this WAS his second non-combat SAVO. He also hAs one combat 
save to he credit an An aircraft com-mander. 



4- co  .r■-•/v  / 

FACs Rescued ltico in 15 D073 
All pilots in Southeast Asia have a lot 

ef renrect for the men who participate in 
SAU (no:.1-ch and rescue) missions, knowing 
Pill well that if they are ever on the 
'round in enemy territory a max-effort 
will he made by these men to pet them 
nut. 

Two mc-n know only too well What a man-
nlvn effort n SAR really Is end tin at-
tent, through expertenoe, to the tenmwork 
Involved. In n period of n little over 
two weeks they were the subjects of two 
SAR missions. 

U.S. Air Force Maj. Samuel R. Ross and 
Capt.  (then 1st Lt.) Arthur L. Mozon, 
poth forward air controllers from the 
2Cth TASS, were shot down and forced to 
eject from their aircraft on June 4th 
near Doloven's Plateau in Laos. They 
were pulled to safety after two hours on 
the ground by rescue crews from the 37th 

ARRS, the Jolly Greens, from Da Nang. 
On June  20, exactly 16 days after their 

first brush with death $  Mnjer Rome And 
• 

Captain •oxon again became the subject of 
a rtilsive SAR. 
lAile on a visual reconnaissance mis-

sion in the tri-border region, where the 
boundaries or Laos, Cambodia and the Re-
public of Vietnam meet, they suddenly de-
veloped engine probleme in the let't en-
gioe of their twin-engine OV-10 bronco. 
nimble to determine if they had been 

hit by ground fire, the crew Made a fu- 
tile attcrpt to revive the engine. . 	. 

"11 ;re was a sudden surge in the lea en-
gir t! and with the right engine going at 
full power it caused the aircraft to jerk 
to 'he left," recalled Major koss. 

'the engine inatruments began fluctuat-
ing, and oil pressure began to arop, so we 
had to shut down the engine," added the 
mar. "We dropped all our external roc-
ke t. pods and fuel tanks to lighten the 
aircraft in order to keep enough altitude 
to mnke it back to Pleiku." 
The crew alerted their control point to 

the emergency situation and began trying 
to ferry the crippled aircraft to Pleiku. 

"Our main concern was to try and hold 

level flight, which became increasingly 
Imponnible as time went on," stated Major 
Ron n. "We were already holow most of the 
pottiin In the nrel, tnt, we wore holltw, to 
nticen Ihe ntrtynft through the valleys in 
the, aren to ntiarby Dal( To." 
For nearly 30 minutes the crew dodged 

pnska in the :reit, trying to bring the 
crippled 'aril-aft to a ,safe landing. 
Throughout th'f ordenl, "P.ing", ft HC-130 
that nerves lin a control J point for SAR 
efforts, was laaintaining constant contact 
with the ar‘lanvercd erew and directing 

;hem through the rugged terrain. 
"Finally there were no lower valleys to 

;et into aria the ridges were all above 
Is, se about 15 miles out of link To, we 
totified King that there was no way we 
;ere going to be able to maintain level 
aiiht and get over the ridges to flak 

The aircraft began to 'roll at the low 
.evel and the two crewmen made the deci-
;ion to eject. 
"I ejected first end as I was coming 

town I saw the plane impect on a ridge. 
tt first, I didn't see Major Ross' chute 
trd all I could think of was that he 
lidn't get out. 
"I was looking all around trying to 

Tot his chute, hoping that he had made 
.t," related Captain koxon. "Right he-
'ore I hit the ground I spotted him. It 
ras then that I realized that I had no 
.dea where I was going to land and I 
_oohed down and saw I was headed for 
rater. 
"I tried to steer the chute towards the 

mst but Landed in the water anyway," he 
tontinued. "My first sensation was of 
lrowning, but I felt the mud under my 
e!s.t and knew it wasn't deep enough to 
mflate the life preservers. 
"I was in mud and water up to my neck 

tnd I kind of half-swam/half-crawled to 
•he edge. 	Once I got clear of the water 
immediately saw Major Ross up the hill 

faving at me and I headed towards him. 
"We both looked at each other and my 

1.rst thought was, Oh no. We don't want 
,o go through this again," commented the 
captain. 
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Jolly Greens drop line, 
reel in pair 

DA NANG AFLD — Rescue crews 
from the 37th Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Squadron "Jolly Greens" 
pulled two F'ACs to safety recently 
from the heavily enemy-infested area 
near Boloven's Plateau in Laos. 

The two rescued men, Maj. Samual 
R. Roff and 1st Lt. Arthur L. Moxon, 
ejected from their OV-10 Bronco after 
being hit by enemy ground fire. 

When word of the downed aircraft 
was received, two HH-53 Super Jolly 
Green Giant rescue helicopters on air-
borne alert raced to the scene. Aided 
by A-1 Sandys, the Jolly Greens 
braved marginal weather and enemy 
ground fire to rescue the two downed 
men. 

The rescued men had been direct-
ing an air strike against an enemy po-
sition in the area when they were 
struck by the ground fire. "We were 
coming in to mark the target for a sec-
ond time when a loud bang and a jolt 
hit the aircraft," related Lieutenant 
Moxon. 

"Apparently we had been hit on a 
fuel tank and under the belly of the 
aircraft. My left engine burst into a 
ball of flames and smoke started to fill 
the cockpit. 

"We didn't want to punch out over 
this environment so we tried to get 
further east, Somehow the engine con-
trol cable had been severed and we 
couldn't maneuver the aircraft, so.we 
were forced to bail out less than a 
mile away from where we had taken 
the hit," continued the lieutenamt. 
"Going down with the parachute, I felt 
like a duck in a shooting gallery. I was 
sure someone down there had me in 
his sights." 

He landed safely in a tree on a 
steep ridge line and lowered himself 
on to the ground to await the rescue 
aircraft. 

The second downed pilot, Major 
Ross, landed slightly further up the 
ridge line from the lieutenant's posi-
tion. "I was remembering so many 
things from survival school that it 
amazed me," commented the major. 
"There was a thick jungle canopy but 
not much where I landed. I found a 
large stump to use for cover and es-
tablished radio contact with the air-
craft in the area. 

"They told me the rescue effort 
was already underway," he recalled.  

of FACs 
"I don't think I can say enough to 
praise the teamwork of the people in-
volved in this SAR effort. Immediately 
other FAG aircraft came into the area 
and the fast movers that we had been 
directing remained there as long as 
their fuel held out," he added. 

"When we heard the Jolly Greens 
were coming, I was so damned happy 
I couldn't believe it," commented Ma-
jor Roff. "I knew if anybody could get 
us out, they would do it. I knew what 
kind of people they were and there's 
just something about the word Jolly 
Green — it stays with you from the 
first time you hear it until the time 
you need their skills." 

Major D.L. Jensen, who had been 
credited .vith three previous saves, 
was the aircraft commander on the 
rescue helicopter that made the pick-
up. His co-pilot was U.S. Coast Guard 
Lt. Cmdr. Joseph L. Crowe Jr., who 
was working with the Jolly Greens on 
an exchange program between the two 
services. 

"The Sandys lined up smoke rock-
ets into the location of the first survi-
vor and we followed them in," re-
called Major Jensen. "The first survi-
vor popped his smoke to indicate his 
position and we hovered over him and 
made the pickup. 

"The second survivor was then in-
structed to mark his position with 
smoke which he did," continued the 
major. "At first we had difficulty 
seeing it because of the thick jungle 
canopy, but we pretty much knew his 
location and went in to get him out." 

Two of the pararescuemen on the 
rescue aircraft were TSgt. Allen J. Av-
ery and A1C George R. Ande. 


