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(C) Compared to recent periods the Search and Recovery effort
was relatively light and amounted to approximately one half of the
effort expended in each of the previous two periods. The wing par-
ticipated in four successful Search and Recovery missions and one
other wunsuccessful effort to rescue an injured member of Task Force
I, That effort was unique to the mission in so far as no aircraft
was down and the objective was not a flyer, #82

(3) A special four man team known as Task Force T parachuted
into an area approximately 55 miles west of DaNang Air Base, Rep~
ublic of Vietnam. The area was extremely hostile and two of the
paratroopers were injured during contact phase of their landing,

A decision was made to extract the team and two of the members,

one injured, were removed immediately. A Search and Recovery (SAR)
was generated for Sierra, the other injured soldier. Sandy 05/10
were enroute to Nakhon Phanom RTAFB from DaNang Air Base and were
diverted to the area along with Jolly Green 73/70. The weather was
extremely poor, darkness was approaching and the SAR forces were
unable to continue the effort that day. Voice contact was estabe
lished with the injured survivor and the other team member and they
were told to wait for a first-light effort the following day. #83

(8) The following morning, 23 June, the forces returned to the
area but contact with Sierra was never established and his fate was
undetermined. After a major search effort the BAR was terminated and
the fourth man was extracted by other resources., 8ix A-1 sorties

participated in the effort and flew L.} hours. #8)

02 Observation, 56th SPOPWG Historian,

83 SARCO Report, Task Force T (Sierra

Jun 71, D 10.
BE ey 71, Document 310
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SARCO REPORT

SANDY 09/10
' MAJ POTTON/CAPT OBERLIN

At OL15L we wers launched out of Da Nang Air Base for the Covey 50k
A & B SAR. The Jolly Greens were already on a special orbit when the
. 8AR kicked off. So we met them at 350/30/9lL, the initial orbit point
given to us by King. We were the first Sandys to get bo the area so
wo asked and got the 0.K, to press on-inta the-survivors area, 30UL/LL/9ke.

We had a little trouble at first in finding the area as CH 9k would
not lock ons We finally got a D. ¥, steer from Nail 22. and Covey 55, the
on-scene FACs. Covey 55i led me right to the suryivors area and I could
see one chute. I then took on-scend command and began to talk to the
survivers. The best I could figure was that both pilots were near the
one chute and only about 30 meters apart.

The FACs had not taken any ground fire and the survivors had not seen
or heard a thing, We worked the area over a little bit more and then
I sent Sandy 10 out to get the choppers. While Sandy 10 was out getting
the Jollys, I put down a dud M-47 for the I.P. and worked the area over some
more. Covey 50UA sald he had movers up the ridge from him and I worked
1t over with 20mm and CBU~25, Sandy 10 brought the Jollys into the I.P.
and I put down a trail of W.P., rockets to the survivors area. Sandy 10
‘then led Jolly 6l in and I had 50LA pop his smoke. He was easy to spot
and was on the chopper in no time. Covey 50LB was a lot harder to find
-ag we couldn't see his emeke and he was very hard to understand on the
radie. After what seemed like an eternity SOLB saw the chopper and

started to gyve us good vectors. The pick up was made and we put ordnance
down on the way oute

The only ground fire that wam seen was a dittle- emall arms on the
. way oute

We escorted thHe dJollys to a ratunlipg and then to DaNang with out

Wi d ==
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DOTS (Major Roberts)
SARGO Report for Covey 504 A/B-
DO

1, A successful rescue wag made for Covey 504 A/B'on 4 June 1971.

The eircraft, an OV-10, sustained battle damage and both crewmembers
were forced to bail out at approximately the 300/47/94. This report
will cover activities relating to the SAR., 411 times are NKP local.

2« A cell was received by the SARCO at approximately 1100L on 4 Jun
71, and he was told that a possible SAR existed. Sandy'9 and 10 were
launched from DaNang along with Jolly Green 64 and 72 from that loca~
tion, Sandy 5 and 6 were launched from Ubon along with 2 Jolly Greens
from that location, The Jolly Greens sborted so DaNang launched two
more as back-ups. The time of this actlon was 1132L. Sendy 9 snd

10 arrived on scene at 1148 and Sendy 9 assumed 0SC at 1150.

3« The injtial report indicated that the Sandies were taking 23mm and
JImm fire. This later proved to be in error. Jack then began to call
for Smoke. Two aircraft were in the process of being uploaded. Little
more information was received until 1205L when Jack issued an order to
hold the Smokes. A radio call at 1212L said the weather in the objecte
ive area wae deteriorating rapidly, At 1218L Phase Bravo for 504A was
initiated., Alpha wes on board at 1223L. No more information was re-
celved until 1232L when a call from Jack confirmed 504/B was on board .
the Jolly Green also. Joker terminated ihe SAR at 1235L.

4e All agencies involved in this operation functioned very well from
the SARCO point of view. A cooperative spirit existed throughout the
effort resulting in a professional and expeditious effort.

4%{@%&

ROBERTS, Major, USAF
SARCO /

’COW‘
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Reseve rissieny have :sowr o Secline «hping Lhis quarcer Tostly

[}

“ne to tle anget o Lhe raln seasen i Hing hac continued ite pission
; ” . B

of mercy el fent.re 27 cortel snd 3 nen=coplat saves. Ninety :er cent

of the missiens flown in swvort ~f a rescue resulited in the recovery

of distressed rersonnel., !elow nre listed six typical missions for

this cuarter, It is rurpested Vvt the resuer Lurn to these narratives

at this time to acruaint hirself with our rest current orerations,

DATE MISSION SLVES , PA

9 Apr Vietnamese Gnd Team L Combat 59
13 Apr Blade 57 1 Comuat 62
12 Vay Charlie Horse 828 3 Cembat 64
2 Jun FFL 2 Combat 65
L Jun Covey 504 2 Combat. 68
2 Jun Covey 504 2 Combat _ T0

The entire squadror is dedicated to our ni;sion and it is a matter
of gride to have participated in the recovery of a downed crewman.,

Change was the key word for tue Cyerntinné Section during the
quarter. Lt Cdl Irvin L. Klingentérg Jr. became the acting Squadron
Cormander whpn Col Sidney .. Srilseth rotated in June. Lt Col Claremce

L. Paradis became the Orerations Cfficer and Lt Col Ronald J. Soroka

1. Informaticn for this rortion of the Listory was suprlied by Lt Col
Renald J. Soroka, Assistant Cperations Officer,

2. The number of comk~t savee recorded here may vary from the figures
recorded by 3rd LRRCGpe. The 39 AFRE claime a save whenever the King bird
is involved with a recovery in scite ¢ '“¢ tvre of aircraft making

the actual npickup. ‘

3. The mission narratives mav bte found on rapes 59=-71 *

5
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37 ARRSQ HISTORY, 1 APR - 30 JUN 71 14
finally locating the survivor, who had neither radios nor
flares, TSgt Henry C. Kirk Ill (PJ), was lowered and found
himsel f near an enemy encampment and that the survivor had
been defending himself with an M-~79 grenade launcher. The
survivor, who was suffering from shock and possible broken
ribs, was extracted and flown to Qui Nhon AB for treatment.

Crew Rosters

AC Maj Robert H. Heiges AC Maj Charles E. Posey

CP Capt Roger T. Colgrove CP Capt John R. Weimer

HM TSgt James B. Barrett HM A1C George P, Qjala

RS TSgt Henry C. Kirk I1I1 RS TSgt Eugene L. Nardi

RS Tsgt Jon H. Young RS A1C William P, McDonald
RS A1C Charles B. Aldean RS A1C David G. Mueller

HM A1C James K. Ashdown

The successful ejection of two Covey (QV-10) FAC crew
members on 4 Jun 71 after receiving heavy ground fire, brought
the airborne alert aircraft to make the last two combat saves
of the quarter. The SAR area, which was reported to contain
a considerable number of anti-aircraft weapons, had received
a devastating pounding firom both Sandy and fast moving air-
craft, thus allowing Maj Donald L. Jensen to make his rescue
run shortly after arriving on the scene. = The first survivor
was located and extracted easily, whereas the second, due to
his position in a deep, heavily foliated ravine, had his smoke
signal retarded from clearly marking his position. During the
extraction of the second crew member the PJ's opened fire on
suspected enemy positions and slight battle damage to the
Jolly Green was sustained. Additional ground fire was noted

during the egress phase and this was also returned by the PJ's,



37 ARRSQ HISTORY, 1 APR - 30 JUN 71
"SAC - Strategic Air Command
SAR

Search and Rescue mission

SEA - Southeast Asia
TDY - Temporafy Duty
TFW - Tactical Fighter Wing

SAVES
Number Survivor's Name Rank Date
614 Indigenous Person -~ 9 Apr
615 Indigenous Person .- 9 Apr
616 . Indigenous Person - 9 Apr
617  Indigenous Person - 9 Apr
618 Richard E, Forman 1 Lt 18 Apr
619  Alvin R. Simon SP/5 12 May
620 Gary Westphal Sgt 12 May
621 ~ Bjarni 0. Bradwell WOI 12 May
622 Robert A. Wolff 1 Lt 24 May
623 Sam Ross | Maj 4 Jun
624 Art Moxon ' Capt b Jun

71
71
71
71
71
71
71
71
71
71

I3
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Mission Number
A~3-016-09
A-3-016-09
A-3-016-09
A-3-016-09
A-3-017
A-3-018
A-3-018
A-3-018
A-3-020
A-3-021
A-3-021




"This was about the first time I real-
ized that it had happened again.  Until
the last minute before we ejected I wam
fully confident that the aireraft would
fly.

"I was much more nervous on the ground
this time, probably from the experience
on the ground the last time," cammented
the captain, "I was thinking that maybe
we ran out our luck."

The rescue forces hnd been slerted and
went immediately to work. Rescue cerews
from the 37th, their provious rescuers,
were on the way and U.S. Army helicopters
in the area headed towards the SAR area,

Army  helicopter gunships and A-1E

*‘Sandys' from the 56th Specinl Operationa
Wing saturnted the enomy-infeated aren to
1oeate and aupprona any enemy pround £1pea
bolfore Lha ronous alrernft nreelved,

CUN=tE Maey'  helleopter  from B Troop,

Lth  regimont of the T/17th Al Cnlvary
Division at Camp Holloway near Plaiku,
cime  in and hovered a  fow Inchen above
Lthe wator an the men wal)owed Lhrough the
mud and scrambled aboard,

The 'Hudy' took the men o Dok To vhere
the 'Jolly CGréena' pleked thom up to re-
turn them to D4 Neng,

37 ARRS Picks Up Dozen

The 37th Aerospace Reacus and Hecovery
Jquadron chalked up 12 non-combat pavesa
July 26, as two aircraft from that unit
combined forces to reacus U.8. Army sol-
diers from a beach 18 miles mouth of Hue.

Piloting the HH-53 "Jolly Green Giant™
repcue helicopters were Maj, Robert H.
Holges Jr., and Lt, Col, Harold R. Walt-
hnll, both of the 37th ARES,

The noldiers were abonrd a UH=-1H "Huey"
helicopter, when mechanical problems
forced them to land on the beach,

"We had Just taken off for airborne
alert," stated Major Helges, "and had
completed test firing the weapons, when
we heard the call for assistance.

"A light observation aircraft cireling

over  the downed helicopter relayed the
call for sssistance to us," he continued.

“After obtaining  clearance from the
local control center, Ha jor Helpes passed
over the area and decided it was a rela-
tively pecure place to pet down. The
crew took the necessary precautions and

armed thelr weapons as Major Helges set
the "Jolly GCreen Giant" down about 75

feot from the downed helicopter, Bight
of the crewmembers scrambled abosrd the
sircraft and were returned to Da Narg,

IPiclcup Dozen

(Contd. from Pge 1)
cover for the remaining four crewmen who
were attempting to make repairs,

Colonel Walthall picked up three more
crewnen after repairs had been mads and
ho and  Major Helges escorted the Huey
back to Da Nang,

For Major Heiges, this was his pecond
hon-combat save. He almo has one combat

save to'his credit as an aircraft com-
mand ar,
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FACs Rescued Tiico in

A1l pilots in Southeast Asin have a lot
nf vreepect for the men who participate in
ap (mesreh and rencue) misaiona, knowing
M1l well that if they are ever on the
jround in enemy territory a max-effort
will be made by these men to pet them

oul..
Two men know  only too well what a mas-

nlva of fort A SAR really in nnd ean nt-
toal, throuph experlenca, Lo the teanwork
bivolved. In a period of a little over

two worka they were the subjeets of two
SAR missions,

U.S5. Mr Force Maj. Samuel R, Ross and
Capt. (then tat 1t.) Arthur L. Moxon,
bolh forward alr controllers from the
20th TAS! were shot down and forced to
eject fram their alrcraft on June 4th
near Boloven's Plateau in Laos., They
were pulled to safety after two hours on
the ground by rescue crews from the 37th
ARRS; the Jolly Greens, from Ua Nang.

On June 20, exactly 16 days after thelir
firet brush with death, lMajor Rons and

Captnin Voxon apain Yeearie the subject of
a rmgaive SAR.

thile on a visual reconnsissance min-
aion in the tri~-border reglon, where the
boundarien of laocs, Cambodia and the Re-~
public of Vietnam meet, they quddpnlv de~
veloped engine problems in the left en-
giie of thelr twin-engine OV-10 Bronco,

I'mable to determine 1if they had been
hit by ground fire, the crew made a fu=-
tile attept to revive the engine.

"T} .re was a sudden surge in the lelt en-
glre and with the ripght engine going at |
full power it caused the aircraft to jerk
to ‘he left," recalled Major kogss.

"Ihe engine inatruments began fluctuat-
iny ond oll pressure began to drop, 40 we
had to shut down the engine," added the
rea'cr. '"We dropped all our external roc~
kel pods and fuel tanks to 1ighten the
eircraft in order to keep enough altitude
to make it back to Pleiku."

The crew alerted thelr control point to
the emorgency sltuation and began trying
to ferry Lhe crippled sircraft to Pleiku.

"Our main concern was to try and hold

Days

level flight, which becameé 1increasingly
impoaaible as time went on," stated Major
Ronn.,  "Wa were nlready holow mont of the
peska tn the neea,  but wo wore hopliy o
naran the alrceat’t through tha valleyn In
the aren Lo ngarby Dok To,"

For noarly (30 minutes the orew dodped
prnka in the (rea, tryimng to bring the
cerippled  alreraft to a sate ' Innding,
Throupghout thy ordenl, “king", n HC=130
that worves Lu a control: point for SAH
efforta, was aintaining constant contact
with the enlanjored erew and directing

:hem through the rugged terrain.

"Finally there were no lower valleys to
ret. into anag the rildges were all above
18, 80 about 15 miles out of Lok To, we
wtified hing thet there was no way we
lere going to be able to maintain level
Light and get over the ridpes to Dak
oy

The aireraft began to roll at the low
level and  the two creovmen mndo the decl-
ilon Lo eject,

"l ejected first ond as I was coming
fown I saw the plane impect on a ridgs.
it first;, I didn't see Major Hoss' chute
mnd all I could think of was that he
lidntt get out,

"I wag looking all around trying to
jpot his chute, hoping that he had made
t," related Captain Moxon. "Right be-
‘ore I hit the ground I spotted him., It
tas then that I realized that I had no
dea where I was golng to land and I
.ooked down and saw I was headed for
rater,

"] tried to steer the chute towards the
rast but landed in the water anyway," he
ontinued, "My first sensation was of
irowning, but I felt the mud under my
‘eet and knew it wasn't deep enough to
nflate the life preservers.

"I was in mud and water up to my neck
nd I kind of half-swam/half-crawled to
he edge. Once I got clear of the water
. immediately saw Major Rose up the hill
raving at me and 1 headed towards him,

"We both looked at each other and my
"irst thought was, Oh no. We don't want
.0 po through this again," commented the

captain,
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AIR FORCE NEWS

June 16, 1971

Jolly Greens drop line.

I ® e

DA NANG AFLD — Rescue crews
from the 37th Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Squadron “Jolly Greens”
pulled two FACs to safety recently
from the heavily enemy-infested area
near Boloven's Plateau in Laos.

The two rescued men, Maj. Samual
R. Roff and 1st Lt. Arthur L. Moxon,
ejected from their OV-10 Bronco after
being hit by enemy ground fire.

When word of the downed aircraft
was received, two HH-53 Super Jolly
Green Giant rescue helicopters on air-
borne alert raced to the scene. Aided
by A-1 Sandys, the Jolly Greens
braved marginal weather and enemy
ground fire to rescue the two downed
men. |
The rescued men had been direct-
ing an air strike against an enemy po-
sition in the area when they were
struck by the ground fire. “We were
coming in to mark the target for a see-
ond time when a loud bang and a jolt
hit the aircraft,” related Lieutenant
Moxon.

“Apparently we had been hit on a
fuel tank and under the belly of the
aircraft. My left engine burst into a
ball of flames and smoke started to fill
the cockpit.

“We didn’t want to punch out over
this environment so we tried to get
further east, Somehow the engine con-
trol cable had been severed and we
couldn’t maneuver the aircraft, so, we
were forced to bail out less than a
mile away from where we had taken
the hit,”” continued the lieutenamt.
“Going down with the parachute, I felt
like a duck'in a shooting gallery. I was
sure semeone down there had me in
his sights.”

He landed safely in a tree on a
steep ridge line and lowered himself
on to the ground to await the rescue
aircraft.

The second downed pilot, Major
Ross, landed slightly further up the
ridge line from the lieutenant’s posi-
tion. “I was remembering so many
things from survival school that it
amazed me,” commented the major.
“There was a thick jungle canopy but
not much where I landed. I found a
large stump to use for cover and es-
tablished radio contact with the air-
craft in the area. :

“They told me the rescue effort
was already underway.” he recalled.

of FACs

“I don’t think I can say enough to
praise the teamwork of the people in-
volved in this SAR effort. Immediately
other FAC aircraft came'into the area
and the fast movers that we had been
directing remained there as long as
their fuel held out,” he added.

“When we heard the Jolly Greens
were coming, I was so damned happy
I couldn’t believe it,”” commented Ma-
jor Roff. “I knew if anybody could get
us out, they would do it. T knew what
kind of people they were and there’s
just something about the word Jolly
Green — it stays with you from the
first time you hear it until the time
you need their skills.”

Major D.L. Jensen, who had been
credited wvith three previous saves,
was the aircraft commander on the
rescue helicopter that made the pick-
up. His co-pilot was U.S. Coast Guard
Lt. Cmdr. Joseph L. Crowe Jr., who
was working with the Jolly Greens on
an exchange program between the two
services.

“The Sandys lined up smoke rock-
‘ets into the location of the first survi-
vor and we followed them in" re-
called Major Jensen. “The first survi-
vor popped his smeke to indicate his
position and we hovered over him and
made the pickup.

“The second survivor was then in-
structed fo mark his position with
smoke which he did,” continued the
major. “At first we had difficulty
seeing it because of the thick jungle
canopy, but we pretty much knew his
location and went in to get him out.”

Two of the pararescuemen on the
rescue aircraft were TSgt. Allen J. Av-
ery and A1C George R. Ande. .



