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The standard feet wet airborne alert sortie took a dif-

ferent turn for Capt Glen Walder on 12 May 71 after the chance 

sighting of a red distress smoke signal by TSgt Charles S. 

Salome (PJ) just off the beach due east of Quang Tri. Upon 

arriving in the area of the signal it was discovered that an 

Army helicopter (OH-58A) had crashed without injury to its 

occupants. They were taken on board and returned to Quang Tri, 

after which Capt Walder continued his airborne alert. 	Credit 

was given for three non-combat saves. 

Crew Rosters 

AC Capt Glen W. Walder 
CP Capt Robert W. Uljua 
HM AlC George P. Ojala 
RS TSgt Charles S. Salome 
RS SSgt Roy A. Taylor 
RS A1C Ralph R. Moreno 

AC Maj Joseph F. Mudd 
CP Ma] Gerald V. Lange 
HM TSgt James B. Barrett 
RS TSgt Allen J. Avery 
RS AlC Randy L. Zonker 
RS TSgt Richard M. Crowley 

Additional assistance was rendered the Army on  24 May 71 

when Jolly Greens from the 37 ARRSQ were brought into the SAR 

effort for an injured 0-1A crew member. Significantly, both 

alpha high and low aircraft took an active part in this combat 

save as a result of a critical fuel situation for the alpha low 

helicopter, flown by Maj Charles E. f''sey. After arrival on 

the scene and receiving a briefing on the situation, Ma] Posey 

elected to make an immediate rescue attempt. The penetrator 

was lowered, but the survIvor appeared to be in shock or other-

wise unable to strap himself to it. As a result of his reduced 

fuel state, Maj Posey made the decision to pull off and refuel 

immediately. At the same time, Ma] Robert H. Heiges, flying 

the alpha high aircraft, which had sufficient fuel to attempt 

a rescue, dove down to the scene prepared to lower a PJ. Upon 
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finally locating the survivor, who had neither radios nor 

flares, TSgt Henry C. Kirk III (PJ), was lowered and found 

himself near an enemy encampment and that the survivor had 

been defending himself with an M-79 grenade launcher. The 

survivor, who was suffering from shock and possible broken 

ribs, was extracted and flown to Qui Nhon AB for treatment. 

Crew Rosters 

AC Maj Robert H. Heiges 
CP Capt Roger T. Colgrove 
HM TSgt James B. Barrett 
RS TSgt Henry C. Kirk 
RS Tsgt Jon H. Young 
RS AlC Charles B. Aldean 
HM AlC James K. Ashdown 

AC Maj Charles E. Posey 
CF Capt John R. Weimer 
HM AlC George P. Ojala 
RS TSgt Eugene L. Nardi 
RS AlC William P. McDonald 
RS MC David G. Mueller 

The successful ejection of two Covey (0V-10) FAC crew 

members on 4 Jun 71 after receiving heavy ground fire, brought 

the airborne alert aircraft to make the last two combat saves 

of the quarter. The SAR area, which was reported to contain 

a considerable number of anti-aircraft weapons, had received 

a devastating pounding from both Sandy and fast moving air-

craft, thus allowing Maj Donald L. Jensen to make his rescue 

run shortly after arriving on the scene. The first survivor 

was located and extracted easily, whereas the second, due to 

his position in a deep, heavily foliated ravine, had his smoke 

signal retarded from clearly marking his position. During the 

extraction of the second crew member the PJ's opened fire on 

suspected enemy positions and slight battle damage to the 

Jolly Green was sustained. Additional ground fire was noted 

during the egress phase and this was also returned by the PJ's. 
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SAC - Strategic Air Command 

SAR - Search and Rescue mission 

SEA - Southeast Mia 

TDY - Temporary Duty 

TFW - Tactical Fighter Wing 

SAVES 

Number 
	Survivor's Name 

	
Rank 
	

Date 
	 Mission Number 

614 

615 

616 

617 

Indigenous Person 

Indigenous Person 

Indigenous Person 

' 	Indigenous Person 

9 Apr 71 

9 Apr 71 

9 Apr 71 

9 Apr 71 

A-3-016-09 

A-3-016-09 

A-3-016-09 

A-3-016-09 

618 Richard E. 	Forman I 	Lt 18 Apr 71 A-3-017 

619 Alvin R. 	Simon SP/5 12 May 	71 A-3-018 

620 Gary Westphal Sgt 12 May 71 A-3-018 

621 Bjarni 	O. 	Bradwell WO1 12 May 	71 A-3-0I8 

622 Robert A. Wolff I 	Lt 24 May 71 A-3-020 

623 Sam Ross Maj 4 Jun 71 A-3-021 

624 Art Moxon Capt 4 Jun 71 A-3-02I 
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE /WARD OF 

THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 

TO 

CHARLES e. AVIEA.N 

Airman First Class Charles B.Aldean distinguished himself by hero-
ism while participating in aerial flight as a Pararescue Special-
ist on an HH-53 Rescue Helicopter near Phan Rang, Republic of 
Vietnam, on 24 May 1971. On that date, Airman Aldean's outstand-
ing airmanship and extensive technical skill, displayed under the 
extremely hazardous conditions of making a pick up Ina known hos-
tile area, culminated In the rescue of a United States Army air-
crew member from probable death or capture by hostile armed forces. 
With complete disregard for his own personal safety, and despite 
the threat of hostile ground fire, Airman Aldean exposed himself 
on the open ramp of the helicopter to man his defensive gun po-
sition throughout the search for and rescue of the survivor. The 
outstanding heroism and selfless devotion to duty displayed by 
Airman Aldean reflect great credit upon himself and the United 
States Air Force. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH AIR FORCE PACAF 

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96307 

SPECIAL ORDER 	 27 NOVEMBER 1.971 
G-3461 

BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT, EACH OF THE FOLLOWING IS 
AWARDED THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS FOR HEROISM WHILE 
PARTICIPATING IN AERIAL FLIGHT ON THE DATE INDICATED. 

SSAN 	NAME 	 ON 	 PAS 

TECHNICAL SERGEANT 

078328731 DOUGLAS ALLAN F• 710603 NARKNR 
BASIC 

452844503 KIRK HENRY C 	III 710524 DAQKJR 
2ND OLC 

541464932 YOUNG JON H 710524 DAQKJR 
BASIC 

STAFF SERGEANT 

201325949 WEPT RICHARD L 710526 NAROC6 
BASIC 

SERGEANT 

550742656 YOUNGMOK JEROME E 710529 NARKNR 
1ST OLC 

AIRMAN FIRST CLASS 

471626634 ALDEAN CHARLES 	8 710524 DAQKJR 
BASIC 

276464475 ASHDOWN JAMES K 710524 DAQKJR 
BASIC 

Pf)P. THE COMMANDER 

()1 	

.1.. 1 
' Ic'. : CWWbal 

M K PFA TSCH, SMSGT, USAF 
y'ssr DI CTCR OF ADMINISTRATION 

G-3461 

DISTRIBUTION 
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Pull 2 to Safety 
DA NANG AFLD, Vietnam (Special)—After being 

hit by enemy ground fire and crashing close to An Khe 
in the central highlands region of the Republic of Viet-
nam, two U.S. Army crewmen were pulled to safety • 
thanks to the cooperation and teamwork of U.S. Army ' 
498th Medical Co., An Son, helicopter crewmen and rescue 
crews from the U.S. Air Force's 37th Aerospace Rescue 
-  • •  r  - •  -  •  :A ; at Da Nang Airfield. 

1s
The downed Army pilot from 1 

 the 219th Airplane Reconnais-  i 
ance Co., Pleiku, and his ob-  1 

-erver, from the 92nd Arty. Co., 
An Khe, were taken to Qui Nhon 
for treatment of injuries suf-
fered in the crash. 

When the light observation 
aircraft was reported downed 

	

.2 	during a reconnaissance mis- 
sion, the A   Army   ahsesl Ica toapnt ee er s tion tthh  ee   

• rg w  ..0 

	

- ? „ 	 survivors while the HH53 Super ci.r.r.„ 

	

0 	 Jolly Green Giants from the 37th 

	

.A' 	
ARRS rushed to the scene. The 
crew members had gone down 

	

0 	close to an enemy base camp 

	

$f.fi 	0  

	

  w Q.  ..., 	and were forced to evade hostile 

	

E 	troops in the area until the ar- 

	

; 	0 

	

' 1) 	i.. 	rival of the rescue forces. 

	

c 	 The huge HH-53 rescue hell- 
()) 0 

	

tt) 0 	 copters were orbiting just north 

	

,.. .4.. 	 of Da Nang on airborne alert ern 0 

	

rt, ••••• 	 when they received word of the 
0) ,.. >•., 

	

 a) 	• 
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search and rescue (SAR) effort, 

	

o ..... .5, 	according to U.S. Air Force 

	

re-s 0 Q 	Maj. Robert H. Heiges Jr., air- 
craft commander of the HH53 
"Jolly" that picked up one of the 

	

c 0

• 

	1.... survivors. "We set the course, 
1:1 	and proceeded as fast as we 

. 	 1._ C LL. 	 could directly to the scene," he 
0 -a( recalled. 

o c  ct 	Heiges' aircraft then went in 

	

,. 	 6. 

	

-0  0 , 	to make the pickup. "The survi- 

	

,, 	 0 Z1-- 	vor appeared injured, so a para- 

	

cr 0 -0 	rescueman (PJ) was lowered to 

	

4 	 6..) Ca 	aid him," related the major. 

	

< 	 The PJ, T. Sgt. Henry C. Kirk - 

	

cv) 0 ?.... 	III, was lowered on the jungle 
penetrator as the other PJ's, T. 
Sgt. Jon H. Young, and Airman 

	

X 0 8 	1.C. Charles B. Aldean manned 

	

11) 	a) 

	

cc 	the aircraft's mini-guns. 

	

t, 	CI 41 	 "I was spinning as they low- , 
2.

..0  ered the penetrator," recalled i 	•1) o. 
 fa c 

	

a) c.) 0 	Kirk. "By the time I reached the 

	

lp 	 .... ground, I was quite dizzy and 

z 4 
v , (.4 (1) CD 

slipped a few feet down an in-
cline. 

E "My main concern was to lo- 
0 cate the survivor. I found him 

and he appeared to be in good 

	

0 	a 	shape," he continued. "As a 
matter of fact, apparently he 

	

'1)  0 o 	had seen me slip, because the 
O 

• 

(„D a) 	first thing he did was ask if I 
was okay. 

	

a) c 	 "I put him on the jungle pene- 

	

In w4-. 	trator and then climbed on it 
• l'■ 

	

Q.CD co 	myself and we were both pulled 
up into the aircraft." in 

	

X., 	';! , 	,''' 	'"cp ....• '13 	"It didn't seem like very long 
from the time we put the PJ on 

4:4 
 1 

tV, ' 	' - 	--) 4zt 	the ground until we were pulling 
them back into the aircraft," 
said Capt. Roger T. Colgrove, 

.., 	- ,3-5•.,. 	 . the copilot on the rescue mis-
sion. "As soon as they were on 
board, we got out of there as 
fast as we went in." 

Flight engineers on the mid-
afternoon rescue mission were 
T. Sgt. James B. Barrett and 
Airman- .1„c. James K. Ashdown. 

. ._ 



dolni Rescue Successful 

	

After being hit by enemy 1;round fire 	I " VOnd flh:Ipp, "  he continued. "An a MS t- 

ami crashing, elose to An Khe in the cen- 	
ter of fact, apparently he had seen me 

trill highlands reg,ion of th( Republic of 	n1 i p , becalm p the fir st th i ng he did wan 

Vietnam, two 11.5. Army crewmen were pull- 	;If+ If I w;. n okay. 

ed to safety May 24, thrnkn to the co- 	"I put him on the jungle penetrator and 

operation and teamwork of U.5. Army 49Pth 	then elimbed on it myself and we were 

Medical Company, An Son, helicopter crew- 	both pulled up Into the aircraft." 

men and rescue crews from the U.S. Air 	"It didn't seem like very long from the 

Force's 37th Aerospace Rescue and Recov- 	time we put the PJ on the ground until we 

cry Squadron (ARRS) here. 	 were pulling them back into the air- 

	

The d owned Arm pi lot from the 219th 	craft," commented Capt. Roper '1 . Col- 

Airplane  Reconnaissance Company, Pleiku, 	grove, 27, of F;anta Ana, Calif., the co- 

and his observer, from the 92d Artillery 	pilot on the rescue mirsion. "As soon an 

Company, An hhe, were taken to (Jul hhon 	they were on board, we pot out of there 

for treatment of unspecified injuries 	as fast as we went in." 

suffered during the crash. 	 Flight engineers on the mid-afternoon 

	

When the light observation  aircraft was 	rescue mission were Tflgt. Jamen S. Par- 

roperted downed during a reconnaissance 	rett, 1C, of Meridian, Minn., and A1C 

miscion, the Army helicopters in the area 	Jamen V . Auhdown, ;'(•, of hi, I id, Ohio. 

pr,s,iided wwistmoce to the survivors 
while the HM•Y1 5uper Jolly Green Giants 
from tho 37th ARR5 rushl to the 

scene. JILL 1971 

The crewmembers had gone down close to  an 
enemy hi% (if' camp and were forced to evade 
hostile troops in the nren until the ar- 
rival o I' the r finell" fore f'o. 
lhe huge HM-YI rescne helicopters worn 

orhlting •1 1 wi• north of Da Nang on air-
borne a 1 ert when they revel ved word of 
the search and rescue (AR) effort, ne-

cordini; to U.S. Air Force Maj. Robert H. 
Heigen Jr.,  14, of Gilroy, Calif., air-
craft commnder of the 1111-53 "Jolly" that Immo.- 
picked up one of the survivors. 	"We set  
the course, and proceeded as fast as we  
could directly to the scene," he recall- 	 . 	 

ed. 
Meanwhile, an Army "dustoff" medical 

evmuatien helicopter in the area had , 	i• , 
pi el<4.ci up 	the downed pilot, 	but was un-  k 	., . 	H .p11,,, ,,,,,,,f.,,  i . .:• 	 , . 

able to get the second man  aboard because  
of a hoist malfunction.  
One of the big rescue helicopters went 
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in to locate and recover the downed ar- , - ., 	.::: 	'!, 4 ■ .,...,7, 	 , 

	

. 	. 	. 
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tillery observer. 	They located him and !,11, ' 	1+,,,t,.„,v , *. ;::„,: 	• 	- 	, . . . , 

	

';'',' 	 .51(W1V.1.11)'401,'i't,'. ,  1c74ered the jungle penetrator, but the 	 0v - 	 0,6012 ,4„ 	 .,., 
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cause or fuel shortage. 

 
rescue helicopter WAS forced to leave be- .,,,,,....., 	 ,:",.,'P -V 	,-  

,..:, 	- 	1 	,4,.: ;■''' 4  : l'''1 . 	• 	!:•'W'; ' •';f ":7'.,:, 	1'..: 	% 	: 	: , . 
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Major Heiges' aircraft then went in to ,,:' 	
; 
.,:, 	

:
iC W ' , ' 

make the pickup. "The survivor appeared '',... 
-injured, no a pararencummn (PJ) was low-
ered  to aid him," related the major. 
The PJ, Vtt. Henry C. hirk, iii, 25, 
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U.S. Air Force Photo by Sgt. John Sullivan A "newbie" passes over a combat veteran HH-53 Squadron. Two new Jolly Greens recently stopped at 
Super Jolly Green Giant rescue helicopter of Da Da Nang on the final leg of a trans-pacific flight to 
Nang Afld's 37th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Udorn RTAFB, Thailand. 

Downed near enemy base camp 	min•I -7/ 

Super Jolly saves hurt Army crewman 
T A 
vti A/Wily at,  hi) — Alter being hit 

by enemy ground fire and crashing 
close to An Khe in the central high-
lands region of Vietnam, two U.S. 
Army crewmen were pulled to safety 
thanks to the cooperation and team- 

gets 

award 
il Engineering, Base Operations and 
from Safety. Its sole purpose has been 
to identify and eliminate hazards to 
people, aircraft and vehicles. 

Delta airbase 

installs new 

GCA radar 
BINH THUY — For the first time a 

MPN-13 precision ground control ap-
proach radar is being installed at this 
Delta base. 

The equipment is being installed by 
members of the 1837th Electronics In-
stallation Squadron from Tachikawa 
AB, Japan. 

The new unit will provide GCA ra-
dar training on visual flight rules to 
Republic of Vietnam Air Force person- 

work of the helicopter crewmen and 
rescue crews of the Air Force's 37th 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Squadron here recently. 

When the light observation aircraft 
was reported downed during a recon-
naissance mission, the Army helicop-
ters in the area provided assistance to 
the survivors while the HH-53 Super 
Jolly Green Giants from the 37th 
ARRS rushed to the scene. 

The Army crewmembers had gone 
down close to an enemy base camp 
and were forced to evade hostile 
troops in the area until the arrival of 
the rescue forces. 

The huge HH-53 rescue helicopters 
were orbiting just north of Da Nang on 
airborne alert when they received 
word of the search and rescue effort. 
According to Maj. Robert H. Heiges 
Jr.,  commander of the Jolly  Green 
that picked  up  one  of  the survivors, 
"We set the course and proceeded as 
fast as we could directly to the scene." 

Meanwhile, an Army "dustoff" 
medical evacuation helicopter in the 
area had picked up the downed pilot, 
but was unable to get the second man 
aboard because of a hoist malfunction. 

One of the big rescue helicopters 
went in to locate and recover the 
downed artillery observer. They lo-
cated him and lowered the jungle pen-
etrator, but the rescue helicopter was 
forced to leave because of fuel short-
age. 

Major Heiges' aircraft then went in 
to make the pickup. "The survivor ap-
peared injured, so a pararescueman 
(PJ) was lowered to aid him," he 
said. 

The PJ,  TSgt. Henry C.  Kirk III, 
was lowered on the jungle penetrator 
as the other P.Tc TSat  Jon  14 

peared to be in good shape. As a mat-
ter of fact, apparently he had seen me 
slip, because the first thing he did was 
ask if I was okay. 

"I put him on the jungle penetrator 
and then climbed on it myself and we 
were both pulled up into the aircraft," 
the sergeant said. 

Added Capt. Roger T. Colgrove, co-
pilot of the rescue mission, "It didn't 
seem like very long from the time we 
put the PJ on the ground until we were 
pulling them back into the aircraft. As 
soon as they were onboard, we got out 
of there as fast as we went in." 

483d TAW 

C-7s claim 

b-u-s-y month 
CAM RANH BAY — Providing vital 

airlift support, C-7 Caribou aircraft of 
the 483d Tactical Airlift Wing flew 
11,267 sorties for Allied forces through-
out Vietnam during May. 

These sorties were recorded as the 
wing's five C-7 squadrons, four here 
and one at Phu Cat AB, shuttled sup-
plies and passengers to remote air-
strips within the country. 

An excellent launch reliability, ac-
cording to officials, was maintained on 
all sorties as the wing airlifted nearly 
9,600 tons of cargo and 58,798 passen-
gers. 

The 535th Tactical Airlift Squadron 
transported 12,699 passengers, leading 

12c1 TRW 

pp safety 


