Downed near enemy base camp
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Super Jolly saves hurt Army crewman

DA NANG AFLD — After being hit
by enemy ground fire and crashing
close to An Khe in the central high-
lands region of Vietnam, two U.S.
Army crewmen were pulled to safety
thanks to the cooperation and team-

work of the helicopter crewmen and
rescue crews of the Air Force’s 37th
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery
Squadron here recently.

When the light observation aircraft
was reported downed during a recon-
naissance mission, the Army helicop-
ters in the area provided assistance to
the survivors while the HH-53 Super
Jolly Green Giants from the 37th
ARRS rushed to the scene.

The Army crewmembers had gone
down close to an enemy base camp
and were forced to evade hostile
troops in the area until the arrival of
the rescue forces.

The huge HH-53 rescue helicopters
were orbiting just north of Da Nang on
airborne alert when they received
word of the search and rescue effort.
According to Maj. Robert H. Heiges
Jr., commander of the Jolly Green
that picked up one of the survivors,
“We set the course and proceeded as
fast as we could directly to the scene.”

Meanwhile, an Army ‘‘dustoff”
medical evacuation helicopter in the
area had picked up the downed pilot,
but was unable to get the second man
aboard because of a hoist malfunction.

One of the big rescue helicopters
went in to locate and recover the
downed artillery observer. They lo-
cated him and lowered the jungle pen-
etrator, but the rescue helicopter was
forced to leave because of fuel short-
age.

Major Heiges’ aircraft then went in
to make the pickup. ‘“The survivor ap-
peared injured, so a pararescueman
(PJ) was lowered to aid him,” he
said.

The PJ, TSgt. Henry C. Kirk III,
was lowered on the jungle penetrator
as the other PJs, TSgt. Jon H. Young
and A1C Charles B. Aldean, manned
the aircraft’s mini-guns.

“I was spinning as they lowered the
penetrator,”” recalled Sergeant Kirk.
“By the time I reached the ground, I
was quite dizzy and slipped a few feet
down an incline.

““My main concern was to locate
the survivor, I found him and he ap-

peared to be in good shape. As a2 mat-
ter of fact, apparently he had seen me
slip, because the first thing he did was
ask if I was okay.

“I put him on the jungle penetrator
and then climbed on it myself and we
were both pulled up into the aircraft,”
the sergeant said.

Added Capt. Roger T. Colgrove, co-
pilot of the rescue mission, “It didn’t
seem like very long from the time we
put the PJ on the ground until we were
pulling them back into the aircraft. As
soon as they were onboard, we got out
of there as fast as we went in.”



