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CHAPTER V
MISSION NARRATIVES

Marginal weather conditions and withering enemy fire were
part of the compllcations faced by Lt Col c. D. (Bud) Fried on
9 Apr 71 In the Ffrst squadron SAR activity of the quarter. The
object of thls successful mission was the extraction of four
[ndiﬁ&nous personnel . The cost, two wounded PJ's, one serlously,
as well as the unexpiatned 1055 of one Sandy (A=1H) aircraft
and pilot. A HaiI {Gv-lﬂ} FAC started the activity for the
mﬁrnlpg by directing the Sandys through a devastating prepar-
atlon of the area. Despite the efforts-of these alrcraft, the
first rescue attempt by Lt Col Fried had to be aborted as a=
result of ground fire coming from the one to three o'clock
position of his Jolly Green. After additional ordlnance was
laid into the area, Lt Col Fried made his second run and subse-
quently four combat saves. The true test of men and machlnes
came shortly after the eﬁress run had started when extremely
heavy groundlflre was observed In a BSG degree radius around
Lt Col Fried's alrcraft. It was at this time, while returning
the enemy- fire with their miniguns, that the number one PJ, AIC
Petty, recelved a .51 caliber round through his right am and
the number three PJ, S$5gt Hackney, took a round through his
helmet resulting In a minor scalp wound. Medical aid was ren-
dered these men as the alrcraft recovered without further in-
cident. The Sandy alrcraft ' was lost was last seen prior

to the egress run,
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Crew Rosters

AC Lt Col C. D, {Bud) Fri ed AC Capt Glen W. Walder
CP Capt Bruce M. Carskadon CP Capt Edward D. Harrow
HM SSgt David M. Cutillo HM MSgt Samuel . J. Halphen
RS SSgt Duane D. Hackney " RS MSgt Gordon C. Bailey
RS A1C Donald J. Pecoraro RS TSgt Allen J. Avery

RS A1C Ervin A, Petty RS A1C Ralph R. Moreno

A first lighfiéffort-reéultlng in one combat save on 18 Apr
71 was the squadron's second SAR mission of the quarter. The
missién,+led by Capt Glen W. Walder, ran into cdmplications as
soon as they arrived at the initial holding point, where they '
were greeted by a combination of hazy visibility and anti-air-
craft artillery airbursts. Following some appropriate evasive
actions, a thorough brfefing on the situation by a Covey (0V-10)
FAC, a'rapid air-to=-air refueling as well as some additional
holding while the area wés prepared by Sandy (A-1H) aircraft,
Capt Walder made a high 'speed, low level run for thé Navy
A-7E pilot on the ground. The ingress, which was made up a
sma]l valley with a plateau at ifs end for a target, drew only
light ground fire, which was returned. Upon reaching the sur-
vivor!s ébproximate position on the plateau, Capt Walder was
forced to hover for an extended period, lowering the jungfé
penetrator several t}méé] before the survivor, who had nothing
to mark his eiaét location, could be extracted., Egress from

the area and return to DaNang was accomplished uneventfully

with a Sandy escort.

Crew Roster-

en W. Walder AC Lt Col Harry S. Copperthite Jr.

AC Capt GI

CP Capt Otto G, Gammill Jr.CP Lt Roderick Martin 111 (USCG)
MM TSqt Carlos J. McKinney HM SSgt David M, Cutillo

RS AIC Ralph R, Moreno RS A1™ Michael A, Curtiss

RS A1C Randy L, Zonker RS A1IC Charles B, Aldean

"RS. S5Sgt Micheal D, Morris RS SSgt James R. Thomas
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Five SAR missions have resulted in 11 lives saved during
this quarter. Eight of the 11 were combat saves. The first
mission was on 9 Apr 71. Lt Col Fried and crew rescued 4 in-
digenous personnel with damage to his aircraft and two wounded
pararescuemen., The second mission of the quarter, led by Capt
Glen W, Walder, brought about the rescue of a downed Navy A-7E
pilot. Captain Walder accounted for three more saves on 12 May
/1 when he picked up the crew of an Army helicopter on the
beach near Quang Tri. The fourth miSsion involved the pick up
of a crew member from a crashed Army 0:1 on 24 May 71 by Maj
Robert H. Heiges. The final mission of the quarter was led by
Maj Donald L. Jensen on 4 Jun 71 and resulted in the rescue of
two downed OV;IO crew members.,

Personnel standing alert at the FOL responded to several

scrambles during the quarter, but no actual SAR activity was

recorded.,
The personnel required to maintain the alert status at
Bien Hoa consisted of a commander, four pilcts, and six enlisted
crew members. The FOL was also completely manned with a main-
tenance staff of seven airmen.
TRAINING

During the quarter the following personnel were upgraded

or qualified in the positions noted:

Pilots

Maj Robert H. Heiges to Flight Examiner
Maj Gerald J. Lange to Instructor Pilot
Maj Joseph F. Mudd to i{nstructor Pilot

Maj Reginald A. Murray to Instructor Pilot



37 ARRSQ‘HISTORY,II APR -- 30 JUN 71
SAC - Strategic Air 'Comnand

SAR - Search and Rescue mission
SEA - Soﬁtheast Asia

TDY - Temporary Duty

TFW - Tactical Fighter Wing

SAVES
'Nm"lb'er Survivor's Name Rank
614 Indigenous Person  --
615 ]ndigenous Person -~
516  Ind igenous Person .
617 ; Indfgenous Person -~
618 Richard E. Forman 1 Lt
619  Alvin R. ‘Simon . SP/S
620 Gary Westphal Sgt
621  Bjarni 0. Bradwell WOl
622 Robert A. Wol ff 1 Lt
623 Sam Ross ' Maj

624 Art Moxon - Capt

71
71
71
71
/1
/1
/1
71
71
71

71

23

Mission Number

~ A-3-016-09

A-3-016-09
A-3-016-09
A-3-016-09
A=-3-017
A-3-018
A-3-018
A-3-018
A-3-020
A-3-021
A-3-021
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To:. Bob Lapointe, rlapointe

From: Jim Scott, INTERNET:jdscott@jps.net
Date: 4/8/99, 12:11 PM

Re swerve

A APR T SPR

Since you are going to see Swerve to go over that stuff thought I had
just as well send something else you can go over. He will be able to
definitely give you the date. (when he got shot)

Our Jollies got scrambled to go pick up a team that was in a highly
contested area and they needed our minigun suppressant. Don't remember
1f 1t was the Army or the Knives. But they went in totally un oapposea
and on thelr way out every one was congratulating themselves. ( Swere,
Hackney and Pecoraro were the PJs) Swerve reached over to shake
someone's hand and a 5lcal took the top of one finger off and entered
hey bicep and blew the entire back of his arm out. |

Roy Taylor and I were off that and when we heard we had a Jolly coming
back with wounded abort we went to the dispensary helo pad. Roy and I
helped carry Swerve off the bird. (Swerve may have pictures 1f us
carfying him off, He also has a l6émm movie that the Photog took of hiT
comlng off. I got that film and game 1t to him later.) |

We took him i1nside, His arm was darn near blow off. We PJs insisted
that they send him to the Army hospital (95thMed ?} rather than the
Marine’ station since some of the PJs had gone over there to work on days
off and knew that those Docs would chop off an arm in a flash. While
waiting on the Army chopper to take him over there Col Copperthite came
in with Hackney, they both were in shock. The Col was saying don't take
his helmet off, don't take his helmet off. Hack sat down and there was &
hole in the center of his helmet through the visor and a larger hole ir
the back of the helmet near the lower part of the head. Looking at him
from the side 1t had to travel through most of his head. The Col said
when they went on down to the flight line Hack got off the bird and kinc
of wobbled around so he went up to him and about had a stroke. He was
afraid 1t he took the helmet off that the top of his head would come off
with 1t. |

The helmet (ballistic) had to come off. There also was a small
trickle of blood that had run down the back of his neck. The bullet
51cal. had gone through the visor, front of the helmet, over the top of
his head and out through the back . Where the bullet went through
geﬂ;ing some brass frayed off and made some small cuts to his neck.
(Don't know 1f you can find much on this one except the people mentiomhec
because Duane didn't wont a purple hart or anything that may get into
the‘papers.‘Because he had told his Mom that he was not flying Combat"
thls trip.

Swerve wonted me to go with him to the Hospital so I did, but just
before we left one of the guys told me if they say something about the

sticks 1n his foot to not worry about it because Peck had tried to start
an IV 1n his tendon.

Sure as heck as we rolling him back to the OR one of the medics said
walt we got to take him back because he must have straiten in the top of
his foot. I told just to ignore it because he got accidentaly punched
there by one of medics.

That night Swerve wonted me to push him down the word so that he coulc
kill this VC that had been broung in and was hollering and taking on. I
had a heck of a time getting Swerve to settle down, he had blood in his
eyes. : .

The next day Mulchi, Randy Zonker and some more came to see Swerve anc
pick me up. Swerve had a lot of blood on his bandages and what not,
Randy started wobbling and then fainted. Some people were walking down
the; ward so Mulchi just ,politely pushed Randy under swerves bed to where
these people could not see him. When asking him why, He said he didn't
wony't anyone to see a PJ faint. Please verify these with Swerve, Peck anc

i



Mulci.

Guess that will be about it, there are more incident that were' so
comical at the time but looking back one can chuckle, i.e. lack the time
I lost a mini gun barrel off the ramp on alfa 1 alert off Quang Tri
after test firing the weapons.

Later Bob. I have never before saild anything to any one about SEA. As
you: may note I have nothing in the Pararescue Book except sometime
Fisther put in. I just felt that if I could give you anything you couid
use; that would mean a lot to me.God bless good luck and I know from
looking at your web page in the Jolly Green web site your book will be

great reading and feel sure it has been my pleasure. Maybe when 1it's
cut I can purchase and autographed copy.

Scotty

——————————————————————— Internet Header -----—----—--—-—--—-—"—--—--—-:0c6n¢o'
Sender: jdscott@ips.net
Received: from smtp2.jps.net (smtp2.jps.net [209.63.224.235])

by hpdmgaaa.compuserve.com (8.8.8/8.8.8/HP-1.1) with ESMTP id QAA(0224

' for <rlapointe@compuserve.com>; Thu, 8 Apr 1999 16:11:52 -0400 (EDT)
Received: from jps.net (209-142-38-138.stk.jps.net [209.142.38.138]) |

N by smtp2.jps.net (8.8.5/8.8.5) with ESMTP id NAA17932 ;

f for <rlapointe@c¢ompuserve.com>; Thu, 8 Apr 1999 13:11:45 -0700 (PDT)
Message—-ID: <370D0OCF8.9C569D7@jps.net>
Date: Thu, 08 Apr 1999 13:09:28 -0700
From: Jim Scott <jdscott@jps.net>
X-Mailer: Mozilla 4.04 [en] (Win95; U)
MIME-Version: 1.0 |
To: Bob Lapointe <rlapointe@compuserve.com>
Subject: Swerve
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit
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Sne to tle onget o7 Lhe raine Lenson tul Ning hat continued ite pission
of mercy efff?t,ﬁ? 27 cartat snd 3 non-conint saves. Ninety,:er cent
6f the missions flown in swrrort ~7 a rescue regulted in the recovery
of distressed rersonnel, !«low nre listed $1X L"bical miesions for

this cuarter, It is suegested Ut the re:ier turn o these narratives

' | | 3
at this time to acruaint hirself w'th our rost current oreraticns,
DATE MISSION - SAVES o PnGE
9 Apr Vietnamese Gnd Team 4 Combat 59
13 Apr Blade 57 1 Comvat 62
12 May Charlie Horse 828 3 Ccnmbat | 64
2 Jun FFL 2 Combat €5
L Jun Covey 5C4 2 Combat. 68
X Jun Covey 5Q4 2 Combat | 70

The entire squadror. ié dedicated to our migéion and it 1s a matter
of rride to ha ve rarticipated in the recovery of a downed érgwman..

Change Hnsrthe ey word for tue Crerntioné Section during the
quarter, Lt Cdl Irvin L. Klingenﬁerg Jr. became the acting Suyuadron
Cormancer when Col Sidney Y. Srilseth rotated in June. Lt Col Claremce

L. Paradis hmecame the Orerations Cfficer and Lt Col Ronald J. Soroka

1. Inforrntion for this rortion of the history was suprlied by Lt Col
Ronald J. Soroka, hAssistant Cperations Officer,

5. The number of comt~t saves recorded here ray vary from the figures
recorded by 3rd LRRCp. The 3G AFRS claimes a save whenever the King bird
ia involved with a recovery in srite ¢ % tvre of aircraft mking

the actual nickup,

3, The mission narratives mav te fonnd orcLpseD SY=71
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