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BATTLECRY 305 

(C) A routine Search and Recovery (SAR) was successfully 

conducted on 18 April for Battlecry 305 who ejected from a US Navy 

A-7 aircraft after sustaining battle damage from 23 or 37 millimeter 

anti-aircraft artillery (AAA). The Navy flyer was shot down at 

approximately 1800L on the previous day while conducting a bombing 

mission under direction of Covey 261, a Forward Air Controller 

(FAG). The survivor parachuted to a position west of D-41, an 

interdiction point on an extremely well defended segment of the 

HO Chi Minh Trail complex in Laos. Due to the lack of remaining 

daylight hours when the pilot bailed out, a first light effort was 

planned for the following morning and the SAR forces anticipated 

that major enemy resistance would be waiting. #85 

(C) During the planning and briefing stages it was decided to 

launch the Jolly Green Giant helicopters and have them proceed to a 

safe holding point (227/78 from Tacan Channel 77) without their 

normal A-1 escorts. The decision was based on extremely limited 

A-1 resources and resulted in saving two sorties without compromising 

security of the helicopters. Sandy 09/10 remained on ground alert 

with an immediate launch capability to protect the Jolly Greens or 

to escort them when the pick-up plan was executed. #86 

(C) Sandy 03/04 launched from Nakhon Phanom RTAFB at COOL 

and proceeded to the objective position. When they arrived Stormy 

22, an F-4 FAC and King 21, the airborne controller, were already 

85 SARCO Report for Battlecry 305, 18 Apr 71, Document #1. 
86 Ibid. 
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on scene. Covey 261, the FAC who had been working with Battlecry 

305 the previous day, was enroute. He had observed the descending 

parachute, knew the objective's approximate position and was very 

familiar with the terrain and enemy defenses in the area. When 

Covey 261 arrived he pointed out Battlecry 305's parachute and 

approximate position to Sandy 03/04 who immediately started trolling 

for ground fire in the area. #87 

(C) Another FAC, Covey 269, arrived and Sandy 03 directed him 

to execute fast mover (jet fighter-bomber) resources on a road east 

of the objective position. This was an area of known enemy activity 

and AAA emplacements and the strikes would serve as a diversionary 

tactic. The A-1's continued their trolling procedures and encountered 

no apparent resistance. From his ground position, Battlecry 305 

reported activity in the general area although he could detect no 

ground fire. #88 

(C) When Sandy 03 was satisfied that the area was permissive 

he coordinated with Covey 261 and used his knowledge of the area to 

devise a rescue plan. Sandy 09/10 were launched to escort the 

helicopters, smoke aircraft were ordered and Sandy 03 marked the 

initial point (IF) and too-far position with dud Mk47 White Phos- 

phorous bombs. By this time Sandy 03/04 reached minimum fuel and 

were forced to depart the area. Sandy 01/02 were enroute to take 

command and execute the pick-up. #89 

(C) Sandy 01/02 received a comprehensive briefing and agreed 

with the plan. At 1030L Sandy 01 directed Covey 261 to execute the 

87 Ibid. 
88 Ib.id 
89 Ibid. DECLASSIFIED 
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plan for smoke aircraft while Covey 269 continued to direct strikes 

on the near-by road complex. Sandy 09/10 arrived and escorted the 

Jolly Greens to a forward holding point west of the route structure 

and near the objective position. Sandy 01 expended CBU-25 (cluster 

bomb units) and 20 millimeter ammunition on the ingress route and 

directed Sandy 02 to point out the route for the helicopters. The 

pick-up phase of the rescue was then executed. #90 

(C) Jolly Green 65 departed the IP while Sandy 09/10, in their 

normal daisy chain formation, expended ordnance on the immediate 

path of the helicopters. Enroute Jolly Green 65 reported small arms 
ground fire and was directed to ',press on" by Sandy 01. The Jolly 

Green proceeded to what was supposed to be the pick up point but 

the very excited survivor, who was without signal flares, was 

approximately 50 or 60 feet away. Battlecry 305 was directed to 

calm down and help direct the rescue helicopter to his position. 

This procedure took an unusually long time but did not otherwise 

hamper the rescue since the immediate area was permissive. The 

suvivor was picked up while the A-1's continued to sanitize the 

area and prepare the egress route. The remainder of the rescue 

mission was uneventful. #91 

(C) Sandy 09/10 escorted Jolly Green 65/66 to DaNang Air Base, 

Republic of Vietnam, with the happy survivor while Sandy 01/02 re- 

turned to Ubon RTAFB. A total of six A-1 's from this station par- 

ticipated in the effort which was relatively uncontested although 

the survivor was thought to be in the middle of the enemy's back 

yard. #92 

?? 
Ibid. nom 041 92 TEL 

ECLASSIFIE 



37 ARRSQ HISTORY, 1 APR 	SO JUN 71 12 

Crew Rosters 

AC Lt Col C. D. (Bud) Fried 
CP Capt Bruce M. Carskadon 
HM SSgt David M. Cutillo 
RS SSgt Duane D. Hackney 
RS AlC Donald J. Pecoraro 
RS AlC Ervin A. Petty 

AC Capt Glen W. Walder 
CP Capt Edward D. Harrow 
HM MSgt Samuel J. Halphen 
RS MSgt Gordon C. Bailey 
RS TSgt Allen J. Avery 
RS AlC Ralph R. Moreno 

A first light effort resulting in one combat save on 18 Apr 

71 was the squadron's second SAR mission of the quarter. The 

mission, led by Capt Glen W. Walder, ran into complications as 

soon as they arrived at the initial holding point, where they 

were greeted by a combination of hazy visibility and anti-aire 

craft artillery airbursts. Following some appropriate evasive 

actions, a thorough briefing on the situation by a Covey (0V-10) 

FAC, a rapid air-to-air refueling as well as some additional 

holding while the area was prepared by Sandy (A-1H) aircraft, 

Capt Walder made a high speed, low level run for the Navy 

A-7E pilot on the ground. The ingress, which was made up a 

small valley with a plateau at its end for a target, drew only 

light ground fire, which was returned. Upon reaching the sur- 

vivor's approximate position on the plateau, Capt Walder was 

forced to hover for an extended period, lowering the jungle 

penetrator several times, before the survivor, who had nothing 

to mark his exact location, could be extracted. Egress from 

the area and return to DaNang was accomplished uneventfully 

with a Sandy escort. 

Crew Rosters 

AC Capt Glen W. Walder 	AC Lt Col 	Harry S. 	Copperthite Jr. 
CP 	Capt Otto G. 	Gammill 	Jr.CP Lt Roderick Martin 	III 	(USCG) 
HM TSgt Carlos J. McKinney HM SSgt David M. Cutillo 
RS A1C Ralph R. Moreno 	RS AlC Michael A.  Curtiss 
RS AlC Randy L. Zonker RS AlC Charles B.  Aldean 
RS SSgt Micheal 	D. Morris RS SSgt James R. Thomas 
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Crew Rosters 

AC Lt Col C. D. (Bud) Fried 
CP Capt Bruce M. Carskadon 
HM SSgt David M. Cutillo 
RS SSgtaDuane D. Hackney 
RS AlC Donald J. Pecoraro 
RS AlC Ervin A. Petty 

AC Capt Glen W. Walder 
CP Capt Edward D. Harrow 
HM MSgt Samuel J. Halphen 
RS MSgt Gordon C. Bailey 
RS TSgt Allen J. Avery 
RS AlC Ralph R. Moreno 

A first light effort-resulting in one combat save on 18 Apr 

71 was the squadron's second SAR mission of the quarter. The 

mission, led by Capt Glen W. Walder, ran into complications as 

soon as they arrived at the initial holding point, where they 

Were greeted by a combination of hazy visibility and anti-air- 

craft artillery airbursts. Following some appropriate evasive 

actions, a thorough briefing on the situation by a Covey (0V-10) 

FAC, a rapid air-to-air refueling as well as some additional 

holding while the area was prepared by Sandy (A-1H) aircraft, 

Capt Walder made a high speed, low level run for the Navy 

A-7E pilot on the ground. The ingress, which was made up a 

small valley with a plateau at its end for a target, drew only 

light ground fire, which was returned. Upon reaching the sur- 

vivor's approximate position on the plateau, Capt Walder was 

forced to hover for an extended period, lowering the jungle 
. 

penetrator several times, before the survivor, who had nothing 

to mark his exact location, could be extracted. Egress from 

the area and return to DaNang was accomplished uneventfully 

with a Sandy escort. 

Crew Roster 

	

AC Capt Glen W. Welder 	AC Lt Col Harry S. Copperthite Jr. 
CP Capt Otto G. Gammill Jr.CP It Roderick Martin III (USCG) 
HM TSgt Carlos J. McKinney HM SSgt David M. Cutillo 

	

RS AIC Ralph R. Moreno 	gs Alr Michael A. Curtiss 

	

RS A1C Randy L. Zonker 	RS A1C Charles-B. Aidean - 
RS SSgt Micheal D. Morris RS SSgt James R. Thomas 
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SAC - Strategic Air Command 

SAR - Search and Rescue mission 

SEA - Southeast ASia 

WY 	Temporary Duty 

TFW - Tactical 	Fighter Wing 

SAVES 

23 

Number Survivor's Name  Rank Date' Mission Number  

614 Indigenous Person 9 Apr 71 A-3-016-09 

615 Indigenous Person 9 Apr 71 A-3-016-09 

616 Indigenous Person 9 Apr 71 A-3-016-09 

617 Indigenous Person 9 Apr 71 A-3-016-09 

618 '  Richard E, 	Forman 1 	Lt 18 Apr 71 A-3-017 

619 Alvin R. .Simon SP/5 12 May 71 A-3-018 

620 Gary Westphal Sgt 12 May 71 A-3-018 

621 Bjarni 	0. 	Bradweli WO1 12 May 71 A-3-018 

622 Robert A. Wolff Lt 24 May 71 A-3-020 

623 Sam Ross Mal 4 Jun 71 A-3-021 

624 Art Moxon Capt 4 Jun 71 A-3-021 
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71 mirth cut ribbon symbolizing 
ig of first unit 

its finished, 
)00 planned 

siervicemen tan rani'  bt under-

estimated. Its benefits in terms ni re-
lieving the Men of worry :is to how 
their wives anti children tire living. <A 

knowing their families are being welt 

provided for are immeastirable in em 
goring that the men place their efforts 
on their primary jobs—that of wa-
ging the war in the air," 

Construction of the units was start-
ed in February by members of De-
tachment 2. 823d (RED HORSE) Civil 
Engineering Squadron. and VNAIt air-
men. The RED IIORSE team built the 
first unit with the VNATe to give (hem 
on-Me-job training so they will be able 

eomplete the remaining units. Illus. 
the program is a sefflielp program. 
AU the Littat moteritS -fedi be wromtied 

to the \INAS.' airmen and they will con-
struct the unite., with fdlifi9 airnstri 
serving as advisers. 

In Addition to family shelter wous 
there will ultimately be a community 

center coniaructed for every IOU fami-
lies at all the bases scheduled for 
units. The community centers will con-
sist of a medical dispensary, day nur-
sery and a kindergarten classroom. 

Other VNAF bases which will re-
ceive housing are Bien Flea, Binh 
They. Pleiku, Soo Tong and Nha 
'Frans Air Bases, and Da Nang 
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rescued from Laos 

•■••• 

DA NANG AVID  Alter 15  hours 
on the grriundii Laos. U.S. invy Lt. 

Richard  E.  Ferman Iv., was pidleit to 
safety recently by tockw2 Mots itinn 

the 37th Aerospace Rescue acid 'Maw

ery Squadron. 
The Navy AS Corsair pilot from 

the attack carrier USS Ranger was 
shot down by enemy firo 20 miles in, 
side the Laotian border in an area 
where there is a heavy concentration 
o( enemy anti-aircraft guns. 

-1 was making My third and final 
pass over the strike target when I was 
hit by the enemy lire. The aircraft 
Swint into flames and went into uncon-
trolled flight. so  1 ejected?' recalled 

Littnewaro Vorrean. 
lie described the area where he 

was shot down as having "rolling hdls 
with a road winding threugh them. 1 
Sanded in a pretty heavily ‘Pegetated 
area. so it was easy to find cover," 

F-4s destroy 

18 bunkers 
nit CAI -- 	Phantom fighter- 

bomber's Item the 12111 Tactical Fight-
er Win% hero Stifled SA. enemy solitier.t 
dueing it pre-planned 1MSSiOn north 

west of Kent= recently. They aish 
were credited with destroying Ik bank. 
ers and three structures. 

One of the crewinembers, lin. U. 
Wade A. llubbard. described the tar-
get as a suspected troop concentration 
in a shallow valley between MC 

rains. 

"After "After the FAG thma 	t few 

markers," he said. "we made our first 
bombing pass. Then the FAG gave us 
another area about 40 yards directly 
ahead of the previous bomb site. 

"It looked like we wOntria lt find out 

Our results because of the heavy 

Clumps of trees. But when we returned 

we found out we had 14 enemy dead 

plus the 18 bunkers and three military 

structures." 
Lieutenant Ifuliaril closed by say-

ing, "It shows what can be done if the 

efforts are completely coordinated 
with the PAC, the Army light observa-
lion helicopters and our aircraft." 

Altllotugh he did not see any enemy: 

troops in the area, the lieutenant re-
ceived ground tire while on his •NV 
eivfan in the parachute. De also report-
t4 that he could hear vehicle trallic on 
the mad seine distance away. 

"Early in the morning 1 got quite a 
:ware when heard sonic noise in the 
bashes around roe. At first I thought 
the enemy was out loolusix for the. It 
itatty startWd rue when I found nin 
was just a bunch of wild turkeys?! 

A U.S. Air Voter Sorward air con. 
troller from the. SOth lactieM Mt Sup-
port Squadron. ist Lt. Eichard K. 

was directing. the Na,•:y p•Aol. 
when he was hit "The bullets ripped 

all along the belly of the aircraft." re-
lated Lieutenant Ottem, "hut I saw a 

good chute and was able to make NI. 

die contacewith the pilot after he had 
landed and found out he Was all 

right." 

Although he was low on fuel, the 
1AC stayed over the downed pilot un-
til another aircraft came in to relieve 
hint. The FACs from the 2001 TASS 
maintained a constant vigil over the 

area throughout the night. 

Early the next morning Lieutenant 
Offen] returned to the area to reini-
tiate the search and rescue effort. "I, 
saw the chute go down and knew right 
where the man was, so 1 wanted to be 
Mere to help in the rescue effort," he 
vaplaincit, "It was a great relief when 

',Sward that he had been picked up." 

Surprisingly. the night seemed to go 
by pretty rapitlbC 'recalled Lieuten-
ant Forinall. "The first thing in the 

morninz saw the VAC:: accompanied 

by A4 Sandie% in the arna. 'The Ala 
really 5atticated the area with their 

bombs, -  
After the area had been saturated 

by the Sandies and jet fighter Wilk-
ers, an f{4-53 Super Jelly Green Giant. 
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After 15 hour's on the ground in Laos, 	roman described the area where he was 

	

U.S. Navy Lt. Richard E. Foriztn, Jr. was 	shot dowh ns havihg "rolli:g hills with a 

	

pulled to safety :Last Stinday morning by 	road winding through them. 1 lanc:ed in a 

	

rescue crews fren the 37th Aerospace Les- 	pretty heavily vecetated area, so it was 
cue atvi Recovery Snuadrcr (AleitS) here. 	easy to find cover." 

	

The Navy A-7 Corsair pilot from the 	Although he did not see any ertexty 

	

attack carrier USS Ranger, as shot dcwn 	troopa in the area, the lieutenant reed- 

	

by creny fire approximately 2C miles in- 	ved grOund fire while on Ms way down In 

	

side the Laotian border ._late Saturday 	the parschute He also reported that he 

	

evening in an area where there is a heavy 	could hear vehicle -trzu fir: on the road 

	

concentration of enemy anti-aircraft 	some distance a.way. gttns. 
"1 arly in the morning I got cAzite a 

	

"I was makitc my thire c.nd final pa ss 	Sea re whel I heard . Da me noises in the 

	

over the strike target N4h*St I was Y.it by 	bushes around me. At first, I thought 

	

enemy fire. The aircraft burst into 	the enany was out looking for me. It 

	

flames and welt. into uncontrolled flichL, 	 (Continued on Pg. 5) 
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so I ejected," recalled Lieutenant For- 	— 
...........a 
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really startled me when I found out it 
was just a bunch' of wild turkeys." 
A‘USAF forward air controller (FAC) 

from the 20th TASS, 1st Lt. Richard K. 
Otten was directing the Navy pilot when 
he was hit. "The bullets ripped along 
theMe115, of the aircraft," related Lieu- 
tenant Ottam, "But I saw a good chute and 
was able to make radio contact with the 
pilot after he had landed and found out 
he was all right." 
Although he was low on fuel, the FAG 

stayed over the downed pilot until anoth- 
er aircraft came in to relieve him. The 

I FACs from the 2Cth TASS maintained a con- 
stant vigil over the area throughout the 
night. 
Early the next morning Lt. Ottem re- 

turned to the area to reinitiate the 
Search and Rescue (SAR) effort. "I sew 
the chute go down and knew right where 
the man was, so . I wanted to be there to 
help in the rescue effort," he .explained. 

I lilt was a great relief when I Ileard that 
he had been picked up." 
"Surprisingly, the night seemed to go 

by pretty rapidly," recalled Lt. Forman. 
"The first thing in . the morning I saw the 
Covey FACs accompanied by Sandys (A-1 
Skyraiders) in the area. The A-is really 
saturated the area with their bombs." 
After the area had been saturated by 

the Skyraiders and the "Gunfighters", 
an HH-53 Super Jolly Green Giant rescue 
helicopter frchl the 37th, piloted by 
Capt. Glen W. Welder, went in to make the 
pickup. 
Other crewmembers on the rescue heli- 

copter were co-pilot, Capt. 0. Gene Gam- 
mill, TSgt. Carlos J. McKinney, flight 
engineer; ard SSgt. Michael D. Morris, 
AlC Ralph R. Moreno and AlC Randy L. 
Zonker, pararescuemen. Pour 	aircraft 
from the 37th participated in the SAR ef- 
fort, marking the 61Fth save for the 
squadron. 



Lieutenant Forman 
7( 

rescue helicopter from the 37th, pi. 
loted by Capt. Glen W. Walder, went 
in to make the pickup. 

Other crewmembers on the rescue 
helicopter were copilot, Capt. 0. Gene 

TSgt. Carlos J. McKinney, 
SSgt. Michael D. Morris, AlC Ralph 
R. Moreno and Ale Randy L. Zonker, 
Four aircraft from the 37th partici. 
paled in the SAR effort, marking the 
618th save for the squadron. 
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