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BATTLECRY 305

(C) A routine Search and Recovery (SAR) was successfully
conducted on 18 April for Battleery 305 who ejected from a US Navy
A=T airecraft after gustaining battle damage from 23 or 37 millimster
anti-aireraft artillery (AML). The Navy flyer was shot down at
approximately 1800L on the previous day while conducting a bombing
mission wnder direction of Covey 261, a Forward Air Controller
(FAC). The survivor parachuted to a position west of D-L1, an
interdiction point on an extremely well defended segment of the
Ho Chi Minh Trail complex in Laos. Due to the lack of remaining
daylight hours when the pilot bailed out, a first light effort was
planned for the following morning and the SAR forces anticipated
that major enemy resistance would be waiting. #85

(C) During the planning and briefing stages it was decided to
launch the Jolly Green Giant helicopters and have them proceed to a
safe holding point (227/78 from Tacan Channel 77) without their
normal A-1 escorts. The decision was based on extremely limited
4=1 resources and resulted in saving two sorties without compromising
security of the helicopters. Sandy 09/10 remained on ground alert
with an immediate launch capability to protect the Jolly Greens or
to escort them when the pick-up plan was executed. #86

(¢) Sandy 03/0k launched from Nakhon Phanom RTAFB at OL10L
and proceeded to the objective position. When they arrived Stormy

22, an F-lj FAC and King 21, the airborne controller, were already

85 SARCO Report for Battlesry 305, 18 Apr T1, Ddcument #1.

% foia. DECLASSIFIED
Tt


DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED


c TilAL [PECLASSIFIED|

on scene. Covey 261, the FAC who had been working with Battlecry
305 the previous day, was enroute. He had observed the descending
parachute, knew the objective's approximate position and was very
familiar with the terrain and enemy defenses in the area. When
Covey 261 arrived he pointed out Battlecry 305's parachute and
approximate position to Sandy 03/0L who immediately started trolling
for ground fire in the area., #87

(C) Another FAC, Covey 269, arrived and Sandy 03 directed him
to execute fast mover (jet fighter-bomber) resources on a road east
of the objective position. This was an area of known enemy activity
and AAA emplacements and the strikes would serve as a diversionary
tactic. The A-1's continued their trolling procedures and encountered
no apparent resistance. From his ground position, Battlecry 305
reported activity in the general area although he could detect no
ground fire, #88

(C) When Sandy 03 was satisfied_that the area was permissive
he coordinated with Covey 261 and used his knowledge of the area to
devise a rescue plan. Sandy'09/[0 were launched to escort the
helicopters, smoke aircraft were ordered and Sandy 03 marked the
initial point (IP) and too-far position with dud Mk-47 White Phos-
phorous bombs. By this time Sandy'OB/Oh reached minimum fuel and
were forced to depart the area, Sandy 01/02 were enroute to take
command and execute the pick-up. #89

(C) Sandy 01/02 received a comprehensive briefing and agreed

with the plan. At 1030L Sandy 01 directed Covey 261 to execute the

B7 1bid.
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plan for smoke aircraft while Covey 269 continued to direct strikes

on the near-by road complex. Sandy 09/10 arrived and escorted the
Jolly Greens to a forward holding point west of the route structuyre
and near the objective position. Sandy O1 expended CBU-25 (cluster
bomb units) and 20 millimeter ammunition on the ingress route and
directed Sandy 02 to point out the route for the helicopters. The
pick-up phase of the rescue was then executed. #90

(C) Jolly Green 65 departed the IP while Sandy 09/10, in their
normal daisy chain formation, expended ordnance on the immediate
path of the helicopters. Enroute Jolly Green 65 reported small arms
ground fire and was directed to "press on" by Sandy 01. The Jolly
Green proceeded to what was supposed to be the pick up point but
the very excited survivor, who was without signal flares, was
approximately 50 or 60 feet away. Battlecry 305 was directed to

calm down and help direct the rescuye helicopter to his position.

suvivor was picked up while the A-1's continued to sanitize the
area and prepare the egress route. The remainder of the rescue

mission was uneventful. #91

(C) Sandy 09/10 escorted Jolly Green 65/66 to DaNang Air Base,

Republic of Vietnam, with the happy survivor while Sandy 01/02 re-

turned to Ubon RTAFB. A total of six A-1's from this station par-
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Crew Rosters

AC Lt Col C. D, (Bud) Fri ed AC Capt Glen W. Walder
CP Capt Bruce M. Carskadon CP Capt Edward D. Harrow
HM SSgt David M. Cutillo HM MSgt Samuel J. Halphen
RS SSgt Duane D. Hackney RS MSgt Gordon C. Bailey
RS A1C Donald J. Pecoraro RS TSgt Allen J. Avery
RS A1C Ervin A. Petty RS A1C Raiph R. Moreno

A first light effort resulting in one combat save on 18 Apr
/1 was the squadron's second SAR mission of the quarter. The
mission, led by Capt Glen W, Walder, ran into complications as
soon as they arrived at the initial hclding point, where they
were greeted by a combination of hazy visibility and anti-air=-
craft artillery airbursts. Following some appropriate evasive
actions, a thorough briefing on the situation by a Covey (0V-10)
FAC, a rapid air=-to-air refueling as well as some additional
holding while the area was prepared by Sandy (A-1H) aircraft,
Capt Walder made a high speed, low level run for the Navy
' A;7E pilot on the ground. The ingress, which was made up a
small valley with a plateau at its end for a target, drew only
light ground fire, which was returned. Upon reaching the sur;
vivor's approximate position on the plateau, Capt Walder was
forced to hover for an extended period, lowering the jungle
penetrato;r several times, before the survivor, who had nothing
to mark his exact location, cculd be extracted. Egress from
the area and return to DaNang was accomplished uneventfully
with a Sandy escort.

Crew Rosters _

AC Capt Glen W. Walder AC Lt Col Harry S. Copperthite Jr.

CP Capt Otto G. Gammill Jr.CP Lt Roderick Martin !l (USCG)

HM TSgt Carlos J. McKinney HM SSgt David M, Cutillo

RS A1C Ralph R. Moreno RS A1C Michael A. Curtiss

RS A1C Randy L. Zonker RS A1C Charles B. Aldean
RS SSgt Micheal D. Morris RS SSgt James R. Thomas
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' Crew Rosters

AC Lt Col C. D. (Bud) Frl ed AC Capt Glen W. Walder

CP Capt Bruce M. Carskadon CP Capt Edward D. Harrow

HM SSgt David M. Cutillo HM MSgt Samuel J. Halphen
RS SSgt Duane D. Hackney " RS MSgt Gordon C. Bailey

RS A1C Donald J. Pecoraro RS TSgt Allen J. Avery

RS A1C Ervin A. Petty RS AIC Ralph R. Moreno

A first l!ghf.éffort-reéultlng in one combat SaVe on 18 Apr
71 was the squadron's second SAR mission of the quartef. The
mlssién,.led by Capt Glen W. Walder, ran into cdmplications as
soon as they arrived at the initial holding point, where they -
were greeted by a combination of hazy visibility and anti-air-
craft artillery airbursts. Following some appropriate evasive
actions, a thorough brfefing on the situation by a Covey (0V-10)
FAC, a rapid air-to-air refueling as well as some additional
holding while the area wés prepared by Sandy (A-1H) aircraft,
Capt Walder made a high 'speed, low level run for thé Navy
A-7E pilot on the ground. The ingress, which was made up a
smal valley with a plateau at iis end for a target, drew only
light ground fire, which was returned, Upon reaching the sur-
vivor!s ébproximate hosition on the plateau, Capt Walder was
forced to hover for an extended period, lowering the jungle
penetrator several t}méé} before the survivor, who had nothing
to mark his ekaét location, could be extracted. Egress from
the area and return to DaNang was accomplished uneventfully
- with a Sandy escort. '
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Otto G, Gammill Jr.CP Lt Roderick Martin 111 (USCG)
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Ralph R, Moreno RS A1~ Michael A, Curtiss
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"SAC -~ Strateglec Alr Command

SAR
SEA - Southeast Asla

Search and Rescue mission

TDY - Temporary Duty

TFW - Tactical Fighter Wing

SAVES
Number Survivor's Name Rank
614 Indigenous Person S
615 Indigenous Person ES
616 Ind igenous Person 5
617  Indigenous Person ain
618 Richard E, Forman 1 Lt
619  Alvin R. Simon SP/5
620 Gary Westpha) Sgt
621 Bjarni 0. Bradwell WDl
622 Robert A. Wolff T Lt
623 Sam Ross Maj

624 Art Moxon é Capt

Date

W W

Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
May
May
May
May
Jun

Jun

71
it
71
71
71
71
71
71
71
71
71

23

Mission Number
A-3-016-09
A-3-~016=-09
A-3-016-09
A-3-016-09
A-3-017
A=3-018
A-3-018
A-3-018

A-3-020
A-3-021
A-3~021
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estimnated, Tz henefits in tevms wd 7o
lieving the men of woreg as o bew
their wives @nd children are Hivigg, of
knowing their families are being wall
provided for], are immeasorable in-en
suring that the men place their efforts
on their primsry Juhs-—ihal of wa.
zing the war in the air,’

Constraction of the inils was start-
ed i February by members of De
tachment 3, §23d (RED HORSE) Civil
Engineering Syuadroen, and YINAT #ir-
men, Tae WED HORSE tean built i fre
frest untl with the WHAR to give them
ananegon training so they will be able
iy epmpieie the Temamiig s Thus,
the. PEOATATL i & sEihelp progrant.
A1l the basie material will be provided
bo the VMAER airwmen and they will cone
stieuct the waits, gk TIRAE ivmen
serving g5 advizecs

Tn. addition o (amily sheller aeils
there will ulumately he o comouniny
center construcied for every 100 fami-
ligs at all the bases scheduled for
unats, The commiinity cenfers will con-
gist af 2 medical dispensary, day nup-
sery and a kmdergartm classronm.

Dithier WNAF - hases whivh will re-
coive housing are Bign - Hea, Binh
Thuy, Pletky, Soe Trang a2nd Nha

Trang Al Bases, and 1a Mang Air=
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rescued from Laos

CTA MAMG AFLT - AblEr AT hnum
. the gmmal i Laaa 1 Havy Lt
Hichavd B, Facan Ir., W p'n.'tﬂm'a o

safety recently by tesews ¢rewy feom

the 37th Asrospace Bescue and Recoay:
ery Squadran.
Tha Navy AT Corsaie pllat from

the attack carricr USS Ranper ‘wag

shor down by enemy firé 20 miles in-
side the Laotinn horder i an area
where there is o heavy coneentration
of enemy antj-airersft guns.

T was making v thivd and final
pase over the strike targel when [ was
nit by the enemny Hre. The aircrafl
sl inte flames and wenl into uRcon-
srofied fhight, so 1 mecma,“‘ rogailed
LAt emant T

fie Oescribed the  arca where fre
was shot Gown as having “rolling hills
with & toad winding through them. T
landed oo preily heavily w!ge‘ratef’i
wrew, s i was easy o fint eover™”

F-4s destroy
18 bunkers

PHY CAT - T-4 Ppantom Hghter-
Boraiers drem the 12%h Tactical Fight
o Wing b Lilled V& enemy soldiers
during = praplasned sEssion norh-
west of Bootum tecently. Thay alin
-ﬁﬂm creditad with destroving 18 bunk.
g aid thres Strartures,

Ope af the grewmenibers, Fst L
Wade A Hubbard, described the tar-
el as o gusnedied hw-;rmnm.ntﬁmm
in a challow valler helwosil two moun.
Lains.

SaAfter the FAC thyew in & faW
markers,"” he gaid, we made aur first
Lhombing pass Then the FAC save ds
anither area about 40 vards diveetly
shead of the previous bomb site:

"t lanked like we wouldot find ot
our resulis  because  of fhie: heavy
Glmnps. af ireps, But when we returned
we found out we had 14 enemy dead
plus the 18 bunkers and three military
structures,”

Licttenant Hubard closed by say-
jng, “It shews what can be done if the
offorts are completely coordinated
with the FAC, the Arny light observa:
tion heticopters and our aireraff.'”
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A‘.Imwg}l he did not sec any gnemy
1roops in the arda, (He liegtonant e
EIVED gruund fire while o his way
derwn i1 the parachure, He slsa yepert
od thay he vt hear vehicke (raffic on
e v Supe mw_-.iw:p HWHY

SEarhy 1 the murrrlrr;p, 1zotquite a
seare hin 1 :r::,ﬂ-ﬁ spme poige n the
Tashes wipund . Fy S ) o t'nuu‘ﬁu[
b enamy wras e loolane o ane T
really startied me when T ound wini
v dpat o huneh of wild tarlagre

A LIS Ak Foree feward: abieon:
rollar frorn the D05k Tackival A Sog
port Sauadeon, 18t L Riehard Ko
‘L, was, dieectiog the Mavy il
when heowas hit 'Ehr nidlets ?h,:.:n-ﬂ
all along the bellv of the aivcraf™
fated Ligutenanl Ottem hut F s 4
good chute and was able o make fa
dio gontaet with the pﬂm. after he had
landed and found out he was all
right.”

Althouzh he was Tow on fuel, the
FAQ staved over the downed pilot un-
til aﬂniher aireraft came in 1o relieve
hint, The FACs from the 20th TASS
maintained a constant vigil over the
arca throughout the night.

Fariy the next nwiorping Lieufenant
Dttem refirned to the area o reini-
tiate the search and rescue effort. "1
saw The cliute go down i kmew ight
were the man was, so 1 wanted to be
theve fo help in the rescue eftort,” he
explained, 'l wasa Breal rehiet whm
{ bhoprd that he had been picked up”™

Surprisinely, the mght seenied to g0
by pretty rapidly,” recatied lleuten-
md  FaTEET. "Fh& first Ahing I e
morping 1 saw the Py AatEnmpAnici
EVIR E—ﬁ.l"-'il‘r‘%'ﬁ i i adRR. The Ay
really saturated the mren with their
bomhe.

Afrey the aces had besn sabarated
by Lhe Sandies and et fizhler bomb-
ers, an HHaT Super Totly Groen Giant
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After 15 hours on the Ercund in Laos,
By Newyr Lt Hichard k., Formen,; Jr. wWag
patlad he salety last Sunday morning b
réscue crews from the 37th ferospace Pes-
cue and Recovery Souadron (AMR5) here.

The Navy A-7 Corsair pilot frem the
attack carrier USS Hanger, was ﬂhﬁt iz
by enemy Iire approximately 2¢ miles in-
site the Laotisn bkorder .late Saturday
evening in &n ares whore tFere iz 4 heavyr

concentration of enemy  anti-apirepaflt
B,

"Iwas making my thipe epd fipal pass
over the strike t Larget when T vas hit by
enerly fire, ‘The aircraft  burst into
flaries and wert inte urcontrglled flipnt,

a0 1 ejected,”
ML

recalled liecutenapt Fop-

Forman ‘described the ares where he wa 8
shal dovn as heving “roillip h"l'Js with z
road winging through them. I tanced in 3
prelly heavily wepetated aves, so it was
exsy to find covepr,V

ﬁlthuudb he did not see any enemy
troops in the area, the licutenant recei-
ved ground fire while on his way down in
the perachule. He 2lso peparted that he
could hKear wehicle :traific on the road
some distance away.

"arly in the morping T

got ouite a

scare when 1 hesrd some rnoises in the
ushes around me. £t firet, I thought
the enemy wis out looking for me. It

(Continued on PE. 5)
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Contlnue-“ From Tg. 1) e
really startled me when I found out it
was Just a bunch’ of wild turkeys."
4 USAF forward air controller (FAC)
from the 2Cth TASS, 1lst Lt. HRichard K.
(tten was directing the Navy pilot when
he was hit. "The bullets ripped along
the belly of the aircraft," related Lieu-
tenant Ottam, "But I saw a good chute and
wag able to make radio contact with the
pilot after he had anded and found out
he was all right."

Althouph he was low on fuel, the FAC
stayed over the downed pilot until anoth-
er aircraft came in to relieve him. The

" FACs from the 2Cth TASS maintained a con-

stant viglil over the area throughout the
night.,

Early the next morning Lt. Ottem re-
turned to the area to reinitiate the
earch and Rescue (SAR) effort. "I saw
the chute go down and knew right where
the man was, so I wanted to be there to
help in the rescue effort,”" he .explained.
"It was a great rellef'when 1 heard that
he had been picked up."

"Surprisingly, the night seemed to go
by pretty rapidly," recalled Lt. Forman.
"The first thing in'the morning I saw the
Covey FACs accompanied by Sandys (A-1
Skyraiders) in the area. The A-ls really
saturated the area with their bombs."”

After the area had been saturated by
the Skyraiders and the "Gunfighters",
an HH-~53 Super Jolly Green Glant rescue
helicopter frdn the 37th, piloted Dby
Capt. Glen W, Walder, went in to make the
pickup.

Other crewmembers on the rescue heli-
copter were co~pilot, Capt. O. Gene Gam-
mill, TSgt. Carlos J. McKinney, flight
engineer; ard SSgt. Michael D, lorris,
AlC Ralph R. Moreno and AlC Randy L.
Zonker, pararescuemen., Four aircraft
from the 37th participated in the SAR ef-

¥ fort, marking the 61Fth sgave for the

sguadron,
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reacue helicopter ‘fromt the 3Tih, pi.
Toted by Capt. Glen W. Walder, went
into make the pickup,

:'__i-ther (4] ‘.J.-"['ﬂ'Ei'Itj}'E'TSi on the rescis
helieopter were co-pilot, Capt, |
rammill, Thgt. Car
88gt, Michael D. Mo
. Moreno and ALC
Four airveraft from ~37th part
cpated in the SAR cfort, marking the
£18th save for the souadeon.
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