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Navy pilot shot down,

rescued from Laos

DA NANG AFLD — After 15 hours
on the ground in Laos, U.S. Nawy Lt.
Richard E. Forman Jr., was pulled to
safety recently by rescue crews from
the 37ith Aerospace Rescue and Recov-
ery Squadron,

The Navy A-7 Corsair pilot: from
the attack carrier USS Ranger was
shot down by enemy fire 20 miles in-
side the Laotian border in an area
where there is a heavy concentration
of enemy anti-aiveraft guns.

] was making my third and final
pass over the strike target when I was
kit by the enemy fire. The aireraft
burst into flames and went into uncon-
trolled fight, so I ejected,” recalled
Lieutenant Forman.

He described the area where he
was shot down as having “rolling hills

with a road winding through them. I
landed in ‘a pretty heavily vegetated
area, sn it was easy to find cover.”
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Although he did not see any enemy
troops in the area, the lieutenant re-
ceived ground fire while on his way
down in the parachute. He also report-
ed that he could hear vehicle traffic on
the road some distance away.

“Barly in'the morning 1 got quite a
seare when 1 heard some noise in the
bushes around me. At first T thought
the enemy was out looking for me, It
really startled me when I found out it
was just a bunch of wild turkeys."

A UGS, Air Foree forward air con-
troller from the 20th Tactical Air Sup-
port Squadron; ist LL. Richard K. Ot-
tem, was directing the Navy pilot
when he was hit; *“The bullets ripped

-all along the belly of the aircraft,” re-

lated Lieutenant Ottem, “but I saw a
good chute and was able 10 make ra-
dio, contact with the pilot after he had
landed and found out he was all
right."

Although he was Iow on fuel, the
FAC stayed ovet the downed pilot un-
til another aircraft came in to relicve
him. The FACs from the 20th TASS
maintained a constant vigil over the
drea throughout the night.

Earty the next morning Lieutenant
Ottem returned to the area to reini-
tiate the search and rescue effort. “1
saw the chute go down and knew right
where the man was, so [ wanted to be
there to help in the réscue effort,’” he
explained. “It was a great relief when
I heard that he had been picked up."

Surprisingly, the night seemed to go
by pretty rapidly,” recalled Lieuten-
ant Forman. “The first thing in the
morning I saw the FACs accompanied
by A-1 Sandies in the area, The A-ls
really saturated the area with their
bomhbs."”

After the area had been saturated
by the Sandies and jet fighter bomb-

ers, an HH-53 Super Jall}, Green Giant




