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The aircraft commander of Jolly Green 72 who made the pick-

up was Captain David H. Warner. 

The month of March started off with a Medevac from Con 

Son island to Long Blnh hospital. On 2 March 71 the Jollys 

at our FOL were notified that a Vietnamese Seaman was very( 

ill at Con Son. Jolly Greens 73 and 66 were dispatched to 

the island for the evacuation. The mission was completed 

without incident. The aircraft commander of the Jolly Green 

making the evacuation was Captain Karl ton I. Bakke. 

On 6 March 71 Jolly Greens 71 and 64 were holding west 

of Channel 103 in preparation for an attempted pickup of 

seven survivors of an Army helicopter which was shot down. 

One of the Sandy aircraft preparing the area was hit by 

ground fire and the pilot was forced to ball out. Jolly 

Green 71, flown by Major Mudd, observed the bailout and im-

mediately recovered the pilot. dther Jolly Greens from the 

37 ARRS took over the Witchdoctor mission but all attempts 

to rescue the seven survivors by helicopter were unsuccessful 

due to hostile fire. A ground team did recover the seven men 

the next day. 

On 13 March 71 the 37 ARRS had a most eventful but unsuc-

cessful day. A Navy A-7, call sign Battle Cry 315, was shot 

down at a position 225 degrees for 50 miles from Channel 103. 

The pilot of the A-7 had ejected and was injured. Voice contact 

was established with the survivor and the SAR was initiated. 

Jolly Greens 64 and 73 departed Channel 77 for the area. Sandy 

aircraft began working the area and small arms fire was observed. 
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SARTF SANDYs in action 
he Op e - 	Officer for the 1st SOS at NKP in 
umn ct 1:170. before taking over command of 

:he Jadron early 1970. I flew the A-1 Skyraider on 
ties, which isn't very impressive considering that 

ee;e-, ,i-of the guys in my squadron had well over 100 
• i:,:1%.:".7arS . . 

recall one search and rescue mission that had all 
4redients of a Hollywood script. It took place in 

- 1971, as part of Operation Lam Son 713, an 
into Laos by South Vietnamese Army troops 

l, across the DMZ toward Tchepone. In the 
of this action, a US Army Huey, callsign WITCH 

.)R 05. was monitoring the action of a group of 
i.,.eet•.: senior officers. They were touring the front lines 

:yond the advancing ground troops. 
...sing on Tchepone, the Huey was hit by North 

Thr nese (NVA) anti-aircraft fire, and was forced 
.n an area immediately adjacent to a group of 
pops. The Huey crew and the passengers 

tomselves from the wreck of the chopper. 
eT.o an old bomb crater that was near the main 

Minh Trail) out of Tchepone. We launched 
on 5 March and headed toward the 

e 
were en route, a couple cf forward air 

-ere bringing in some Navy and Ma-ne 

Ch-f 

/31\., 0 y 

OS/AC A -t-1 

fighters to soften up the area prior to our attempted 
rescue. One of the Marine A-4 Skyhawks was shot 
down, which created another SAR Om One of our 
'Jolly Greens' was diverted to the downed Marine 
pilot, and we got him out without too much trouble. 

However, while the rest of the SARTF force was 
working on the WITCH DOCTOR mission, one of the 
SANDY A-is was hit by ground fire and started to 
burn. The pilot. First Lieutenant Chuck Tipton, used nis 
'Yankee Extractor device and got out of the aircraft at 
a very low altitude. The 'Jolly Green' that he'd been 
escorting swooped in and picked him up in less than a 
minute. The 'Jolty Green' pilot then made an 
immediate turn and went straight back to NKP with 
Tipton aooard. 

In the meantime, another US Army Huey, callsign 
DOLPHIN, decided that he could probably sneak in and 
pick up the WITCH DOCTOR crew and passengers. He 
made a -ether vertical approach to the area, which 
made hi -n an easy target for the NVA anti-aircraft, and 
was hit sewal times. He did make it out of the area. 
but his co-pilot was very badly wounded. 

The call went out for another SAR force to launch 
out of NKP. Tat was me - SANDY 07. SANDY 01 and 
myself, along with a third 'Jolly Green' helicopter, left 
NKP and headed •.1 trectly for the area of WITCH 

P 	,0 5 1-1 A7e 7. 

DOCTOR. When we arrived, we found we weren't 
alone, as several other A-1s had launched from Da 
Nang to support our effort. These guys were armed 
with smoke and CS gas dispensers. 

The Oft-stene SAR commander ordered the smoke 
and gas to be put down, and our team started the 
approacn to the WITCH DOCTOR crew, but the area 
was sti:ltoo hot. Lots of heavy anti-aircraft (AAA) fire 
started to blossom around both my flight and the 'Jolly 
Green'. As soon as the AAA opened up, the 'Jolly 
Green' beat a hasty retreat, and stood by, out of %ange 
of the big guns. My flight started working over the 
NVA gun positions that had shot us off our mission 
SANDY 01 killed a ZSU (23-mm twin-mount on a tank 
chassis) that was leer WITCH DOCTOR's position. 
got a 37-mm gun that had set up about a mile away. 

Since the area was still very hot, and darkness 
was approaching, the decision was made to abandon 
the effort for the day. Befcre we left, one of our 
younger pilots, who had been working on a scheme to 
air deliver supplies to downed personnel, decided to 
give his idea a try. He'd been working on a high-speed 
delivery capsule that was made from the sell of an 
air-dropped flare. He'd rigged up a drogue 'chute for 
the thing. Inside the capsule was a URC-10 rescue 
radio and spare battenes, some water, hand flares. ad  
a few meagre rations. After two passes over WITCH 
DOCTOR, he made a successful drop. 

The next morning NKP was alive with activity as 
the ground crews armed the aircraft and helicopters 
for another try at WITCH DOCTOR. Before we got to 
the point of "Start enginesl% we were informed that 
WITCH DOCTOR, his crew and passengers, were safe 
and sound. They'd been rescued by an ARVN M48 
tank teat had been part of the original Lam Son 713 
effort - which is what should have been used for the 
rescue e'ort in the first place. 

Major Frank Murray 
lit Special Operations Squadron 
Nakhon Phanom, March 1971 
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RECORD OF SAVES FOR THE RH-43 UNIT 87 THE 40th AS SINCE THE 
ORGANIZATION OF THE DETACHMENT 9, 38th AS 1964 

imul 
SAVE NUMBER 100 OA 21 September 68 	(EST!‘ 63 
Remainder if 1968 	 10 
1969 	 - 
1970 	 4 
1971 	 8 
1972 

1968 

NON COMBAT MED EVAC 
37 
4 
12 
5 
3 

2 
4 
1 
0 

23 Sep 1 
5 Oct 2 

15 Oct 2 
30 Oct 
l2 Nov 

1 
9 

1969 
11 Jun 	Troop tvaeuatien 6 
26 Jan 	Sick TribOar3 0 0 
14 Jul 	Huey Gunship Crash 3 
8 Apr 	Troop caught on aircraft during 

parachute jump. 3. 
15 Apr 	Wounded Army Patient Trimester 2 
16 Apr 	Wounded Vietnamese Troop 1 
26 May 	Milaria 1 
8 Aug 	Dawned LOH Crew 2 

1970 
14 Mar 	A-1 Crash in Takeoff 	 0 0 0 
19 Mix 	A-1 Crash 1 
30 Mar 	F.4 Baildout 	 1 2 1 
8 Apr 	Snake Bite at Camp Hunkey 1 
15 Nov 	7105 Bailout 	 2 
4"Dee 	Snake Bite 1 
28 Dec 	A-7 Bailout 	 1 

1971 
19 Jan 	Mad Evac 	(Patient Stopped Breathing) 1 
5 Mar 	0-119 Bailout 	 8 

18 May 	Med Eva° 	(Infant) 1 
2 Aug 	QU 22 Crash Landed 1 

17 Aug 	QU 22 Engine Failure an Short Final 0 0 0 

' 

pc-ecti-rt-  C_Gr,...tufvr 	 C-Covve Prc , PrrN.: 	rec )-e-,  RFS WIX>hr•- 

...nov-.V1-11-4 	OF VX 1 .V t 	 "*" 1-4 I 	1.4 1--r r-ADV 7 ( 
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The aircraft commander of Jolly Green 72 who made the pick-

up was Captain David N. Warner. 

The month of March started off with a Medevac from Con 

Son island to Long Binh hospital. On 2 March 71 the Jollys 

at our FOL were notified that a Vietnamese Seaman was very/ 

ill at Con Son. Jolly Greens 73 and 66 were dispatched to 

the island for the evacuation. The mission was completed 

without incident. The aircraft commander of the Jolly Green 

making the evacuation was Captain Karlton I. Bakke. 

On 6 March 71 Jolly Greens 71 and 64 were holding west 

of Channel 103 in preparation for an attempted pickup of 

seven survivors of an Army helicopter which was shot down. 

One of the Sandy aircraft preparing the area was hit by 

ground fire and the pilot was forced to bail out. Jolly 

Green 71, flown by Major Mudd, observed the bailout and im-

mediately recovered the pilot. Other Jolly Greens from the 

37 ARRS took over the Witchdoctor mission but all attempts 

to rescue the seven survivors by helicopter were unsuccessful 

due to hostile fire. A ground team did recover the seven men 

the next day. 

On 13 March 71 the 37 ARRS had a most eventful but unsuc-

cessful day. A Navy A-7, call •5ign Battle Cry 315, was shot 

down at a position 225 degrees for 50 miles from Channel 103. 

The pilot of the A-7 had ejected and was injured. Voice contact 

was established with the survivor and the SAR was initiated. 

Jolly Greens 64 and 73 departed Channel 77 for the area. Sandy 

aircraft began working the area and small arms fire was observed. 
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ground fire during their egress. It was concluded that the inci-

dent was the result of ground fire damaging the tail rotor drive 

60 
shaft, tail rotor blades or related controls and components. 

(5) The third aircraft lost was an A-1H, SN 52-139734 which 

crashed at 0055Z on 0 March 1971 while participating in a Search 

and Rescue effort for Witchdoctor 05. *  The A-1, Sandy 04 )  was 

hit by small arms fire and the left wing burst into flames. The 

pilot extracted and the aircraft exploded prior to impact. Sandy 

04 parachuted safely to the ground and was Immediately picked up 

by Jolly Green 71. All evidence showed that the aircraft was lost 

due to hostile ground fire. 61  

(C) The other loss occurred on b February and involved a 

QU-22B, SN 69-7705, which crashed near the runway at Quang Tri 

Air Base, RVIi. After more than three hours of flight the pilot 

declared an emergency (because the engine failed completely) and 

headed for the nearest appropriate landing field. A ground control 

station monitored and vectored the aircraft through his descent 

to a point three miles from the emergency field. Quang Tri 

Approach Control took over and vectored the QU-22B to the approach 

end of runway 32. It appeared that the pilot over-shot and 

rolled out parallel to the runway. He was directed to turn right 

61. 

Msg, 56th SPOPWG, PACAF/DOH/hickam AFB Hawaii CSAF, Priority, 
1 Feb 71, (S) Comdr 0 Hour Mishap Analysis Report (U), 
Document #11. 
Msg, 50th SPOPWG„ YAF/DOC/TAN SON NHUT AB RV, b Mar 71, (s) 
Comdr 4d Hour Mishap Analysis Report (U), Document #12. 
See Chapter III, "Search and Rescue", Witchdoctor 05 for 
rescue details. 
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Sgt. McGrath wins AF Cross 
HICKAM AFB, Hawaii— An 

Air Force pararescueman assigned to 
the 6594th Test Group here has been 
awarded the Air Force Cross for con-
spicuous heroism in combat. 

Sgt. Charles D. McGrath was 
presented the Air Force's second 
highest medal for his heroism against 
hostile forces while rescuing the 
downed pilot of an Air Force F-4 jet 
aircraft. 

Sergeant McGrath was lowered 

by cable from a hovering Air Rescue 
helicopter to. retrieve the injured 
pilot. 

After locating the injured man, 
he carried him, amid intense enemy 
ground fire, to a clearing in a barn. 
boo forest. Sergeant McGrath 
shielded the injured pilot with his 
own body as they were hoisted 
aboard the rescue helicopter. While 
suspended beneath the helicopter, the 
injured pilot was wounded by enemy 
fire, as well as a pararescueman who  

was assisting the men from the door 
of the helicopter. 

Once inside the rescue heli-
copter, Sergeant McGrath rendered 
life-sustaining medical treatment to 
the pilot and the wounded para-
rescueman during the flight back to a 
base in Thailand. 

The commander-in-chief of the 
Pacific Air Forces, (PACAF) Gen. 
Lucius D. Clay, Jr., awarded 
Sergeant McGrath the heroism 
medal in ceremonies held here. 

Harmon Intornationat Trophy  

Longest flight earns 
Twelve 57th Air Rescue and 

Recovery Squadron crewmembers, 
who last year established a world's 
record for the longest unrefueled 
flight nonstop by turbo-prop aircraft, 
recently were nominated for the 1973 

Carmon International Trophy 
. 

viator Category). 
The historic flight covered a 

distance of 8,790.5 miles from 
Ching Chuan Kuan AB, Taiwan, to 
Scott AFB, Ill. Thus they eclipsed the 
old record of 6,842.5 miles set by a 
U.S. Navy Lockheed P-3 Orion air-
craft which flew from Atsugi, Japan, 
to Patuxent River, Md., in January  

1971. 
The Harmon International 

Trophy, a symbolic bronze statue, in-
cludes four awards--one for aviator, 
one for astronaut, one for aviatrix 
and one for spherical ballonist. 

The award is given annually for 
the "most outstanding international 
achievement in the artlscience of 
aeronautics for the preceding year, 
with the art of flying receiving first 
consideration," 

Selection for the award is made 
by the Harmon Selection Committee 
and is awarded by the trustees of the 

Clifford Harmon Trust Fund. 
Those included in the award 

winning flight are: Lt. Col. Edgar L. 
Allison, aircraft commander; Maj. 
Anthony V. Liparulo, pilot; Maj. 
Kenneth S. Wayne, flight surgeon; 
Capt. Carl E. Bennett, navigator; 
Capt. David E. Gardner, pilot, Capt. 
Richard E. Racette, pilot; TSgt. 
Robert K. Landry, crew chief; TSgt. 
Morelle E. Larouche, flight engineer; 
TSgt. William F. Litton, flight en-
gineer; TSgt. Theodore F. Trainer, 
loadmaster; SSgt. Pat E. Carrothers, 
radio operator and SSgt. William L. 
Hippert, radio operator. 

Former Jolly pilot 
Wins Valor Award 

WASHINGTON (AFNS) — A 
former HH-3 Jolly Green Giant com-
mander, Lt. Col. Joseph F. Mudd, 
was presented the 1971 Aviators' 
Valor Award by the American Legion 
in New York recently. 

Now a member of the 22nd 
Bomb Wing, March AFB, Calif., 
Colonel Mudd won the award for ac-
tions as commander of a Jolly Green 
Giant in rescuing a survivor of a 
downed Air Force A-1 Skyraider in 

C ietnam March 6, 1971. 
During the action, one of the two 

Skyraiders which were assisting him 
in rescuing survivors from a downed 
Army UH-1 was hit by enemy forces. 

Within seconds Colonel Mudd placed 
his Jolly Green in a high-speed 
descent to a position over the pilot 
and hoisted him to safety. 

According to the citation ac-
companying the Aviators' Award, 
Colonel Mudd, "without benefit of 
prior reconnaissance, escort, or 
groundfire suppression, rescued a 
U.S. Air Force pilot from certain 
death or capture by a hostile armed 
force." 

A 1954 graduate of the U.S. 
Naval Academy with 120 combat 
missions, Colonel Mudd was born in 
Detroit. 

34,000 awards for 

ARRS since 1965 

Between Jan. 1, 1965 and Dec. 
31, 1972, the Aerospace Rescue 
and Recovery Service was lauded 
by approximately 34,000 awards 
and decorations. Not included are 
those citations which are still 
pending. included in the list were 
four Presidential Unit Citations, 
five Vietnamese Crosses for 
Gallantry with Palms and five Air 
Force Outstanding Unit Awards. 

Individual decorations in-
cluded: one Medal of Honor, 38 
Air Force Crosses, over 600 Silver 
Stars and more than 6,000 Dis-
tinguished Flying Crosses. 
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05/1645,(NNp) 

06/0455 (NKP) 
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C7 	06/0540i(BIEN HOA) 
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'SANDY Cl OSC - Battle Damage (NI:?) 
Ccar up landing 

Proposition for SAR (NKP) 

OSC 	 (NXP) 
nailed outPU By JC 

Held Till Bingo FU01 (NKP) 

CONFIDENTli 

(N12) 

çc RONA ( tlYkkr 
DO NOT D LIAO?'  Y 

CONFIDENTIAL, 
ist D03 (Lt Gel Adam/2754) 

SU=OT: DARCD's Roport for WITCNIJOCTOR 35 

1. A nilcecasful rezone was condocied on 5-6-7 Izirch for Witchdoctor 05, 
on Army beIlcoptor, at approxi=to]y 261/46/ch 103. Final recovery of: 
1;1 4o aqrvivers vas aceom.1]ishr7d hy an Army armored column of unkncr-m 
natioaalty. All times are Thailnd local. 

2. 0a the aftornoon of5 Mar 1971 an Army lqcliooptc.r, Witchdoctor 05, 
with 7 S.O.B.le wan :Jhot clown aion;: tho forowa7d linoz of the Vietn-neso 
push into L:lon tom 	tho Tcheponn arna. T chopper madc a controlled 
ceas'A, 	Lout ir jury in any of 	e ocoup. The survivor5 1.:ft 4,.he 
chopper and hid in (;oNis hushca n:Ld trc.cs within 300 motors of the orssh 
site. Tin arna va.; a very heavIly cohtad area. Y,uch :_o:ound fiting 
vas ovidenced ane, for sevhral 	air strikcs had boon placed in an area 
comnintcly surroun 	the crash site. 111io contact was establishofl ' 
immediately 	a noNrbylifxlmor FAG. TlIc Sandy force was called into the 
action t NXP at appro -,:imately 1500, howovor, tho Sandys from Da :Tang 
had beer, launched at 1320. 

-.3, 	5 Mar 71 
G/S LAUNCR.TI43 (LOCATION) 

3ANDY 09 05/1320 (Da 	Nan) 
10 05/1320 (Da Nang) 
03 05/1505 (NNA 
04 05/1505 (NP) 
01 05/1540 (NP) 

02 05/1540 (11-41)) 
05 05/1540 (OON) 

06 05/1540 

04 - 06/0620 (NNP) 

s•u 41 06/0318 (NKr) 
42 0(10818 (NO) 
05 06/0S25 (rM') 
06 06/0825 (AK?) 
11 06/1025 (::N?) 
12 06/1025 	(1, 1iii) 

MARKS 

OSC Battle Damage 
Battle Da::azo 
OSC Battle Damage 
.P.4 Me- DAMAit.. 

1G Escort -.Rough 
agine 

CLOG SITS)' 

(Da Nang) 
(Da Nang) 
(NI(?) • 
(NI03) 

(NKP). 

Strike Aoft & 030 
for Bcddown 

No  as/ 9 ‘3 	I 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line



CONF WEN IAL 
C/J 	LaUNG:1 Tie,4 (T2L, 	 SITE) 

-11fVE 43 

s'OTY 15 

14 
15 

16 

4. Tho gonoral aroa coaoistod of low rolling hills, sparco to hyavy 
vogotation, scroral trails and molly bunkoro and bomb orators. The 
woathor wao sc-ttorod with vizibility moot oigrAficant. IL= ros%.r:.cted 
visibility to less 'killan 1 milo into the sun and Iro to 5 milcc down-sun. 

5. The Hammer FAC's were in the area supporting the ground war and mere 
immcdiotoly availablo to locate tho survivors prior to the arrival of 
the Study. They also were used oxtensivily for fast mover strikes on 
5 and 6 of Ilareh. 

6. The attochnonts of this report will boat describe the cvonts as soon 
from the position of the Sandy and •7101:o pilots. A brief overlay of too 
Sit follows. On 5 v.a:o)i during the first oftornoon of tho LAI-1. 1  it 
apparont that a very d;ifficult SLt was in progress. Intolligeneo rports 
p2aced the survioor in thc worst possiblo position, complctely surrounded 

criumy. The noroot friendly ground forces -der° 3-4 milcs south and 
cast. The Sandys did the usual propatory things, trolling tho area for ' 
(Nofiro ond trying to locate t=lo ourvi.rors position accurately. :Phst 
mover sorikoa woro put in'toSilcacc 23 ond 37.nm guns. Small arms firo 
vas con't.inuous and Sandyo oxpendod as close to the survivors as possible. 
Sz'o:dy 09 -and 13 reco1vc.1 oxtenoive tattle e,m.::a,:;c: and ?.'d 'to Da 
Sandy 03 attempted a pickup using a smoke sorcen. The JO was forced. 
(rut of the urea by a hcretofor ,unlvwdn 23:om th,t camo up right under 
him aad rcacwe efforts were terminotcd for 5 	Tho fr:w romaininz 
minutes of daylii;ht were used for further gun suppression. Boddown 
instruct -tier:1'i woi:o f;ivcr. to tho snrv::.vors and a first light effort 
planned for 6 

6 Nor 1e)71 - Throur:h the night, foot mover ordnance wns requested and 
Jack was advised of the oxtremo sl,ortr..lo of A-1 rc,aour-coo. Roqueot for 
austere 1130 of &Indy was finally'agrced upon and the first light effort 
was launchod. Realizing that sovoral guns hadtb•bo killed prior to 
any pickup attompt, the launch of JG escorts vas delayed. Tho first. 
'Sandy We received ground fire and lost his hydraulic oystem. Ho was 
'forced to RTS and land gear up at la?. Through the romainder of the 
day, heavy strikes wore put in by fast movors. Hard bombs as well as 
nape and high drags wero used in cloco pro;:imity to the survivors. At 
.aporoximatoly 0740, during an attempt to mark. an engross route for the 
ohopporo, Sandy 04 was hit in tho wing and caught fire. Ho stayed With .z 
the aircraft long onough to got away from •ho scono before ejecting. 

06/1150 (iP) JG Escort 5 030 (AP) 

06/1355 . (W) C.2.0 ( Droppoa 
curvival :at) 

(xxP) 

06/1605 (YU) 
06/1705 (NKP) Orbit in Vicinity 

of SAR 
(N7.1') 

06/1705 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Kis aircraft blow up in the air hsforo it struck tho ground. Sandy 04 
,was picked up immodiatoly by JG 71 and the orilnal roscuo ottempt 
delnycd. 

Just boforo noon, another rescue atte:rpt was made br  Dulphin 40, 
an 

 
Amy nnoy. Scvoral choppers wore in the imlediate vicinity and 

11.1i: boon proasing tho Sandys for a chonee to u z,t1pt a pica". gan.sy 05 , 
finally nroed to lot them at.Le:3;pt a lroldinr!, near the survivor using 
their suporior mobility as oppo:;od to the JG.ohop7;ers. Durin:; the -:lorozs y 

 tho choppier gob hit and the pilot received face wounds. This ter:Ainted 
all roquests by the Army to Ket into the act. (see Atch 8) Continued ' 
contact was mhintainod with the survivorsanWdiroctions were recoiv ,74 
from them as to tho'proximity and soverity c): -  ground fire. Toward tho 
aftornoon the (-:round firo seemed to dominish ksee Atch 9) and about tho 
tir.o a pickup was to ho briefed, a Zal was not available. Sandy 13 was 
06C at that tir,o and had two survival packages that could be dropped 
to tho . survivors. (It Or.3 noticed that the en.rvivors radio was weak 
lInd the L;4aco had two kits mado ready if ncedoia. At noon Jokor askoa. 
if wo could C040 up with a kjt and we complied). 

At 1615, "erpont 20" and "Big Ben!' came up on the &a freelucroy 
.and stated unoiuivically that the Army was taking over. After mue 
discussion between King, Joker, sandy 13, the Air Force portion of the 
&la was terminated. During the night of the 6, a heavy mortsr 
barrago was put in around tho survivors. Sandy's wcro on alert but not 
.eallcd out at :,4 ,2 on too 7th. At approxirrately 1300 on the 7th, we 
learned that n ground force had ponotrated the survivors position and 
the 7 survive 7s and over 100 ground personnel had boon safely evacuated 
from too soon.) of the rescue attempt. 

7. P;tonul's 

3ovoral problems were noted during this SAP.: It was extreme)7 -  
dif:Lcult for t'1". 	 tO F:t%t 	inOT:7atiOn from (7!ucon on tuo 
progress of o rticulorl,-, we 	not ::ept updat.74 on the 
Sondy , z bingo fael. Depending on the Altitudes, power settings 
requirod, ordnance load etc the C vdy B:'_n;:o limo will vr,ry rp to , 
two hors froA 	 L 	lihtne%rly e,:nsod 
catastrophe DI tht it could not be called off and near17 struck the 
znrvivors and fast :;.ovcr aircr:Ift (soe At:1h 8). The Ar:!-wa natnr.Illy 
concerned bocauso the survivors wcro their people. Tnc large num:;c7e 
of Army choppers in the area and their persistent efforts to assist 
catisi)cl uni:ue hards:dp on the Sandyn. Fir-ally the un; .:nnou.lced inter- 
vention of the Army camo as a complete surprise to all interested parties. 
The .31;ortago or A-1 aircraft must be recognized by Joker. During the 
LIAR, ilea:vac Ilissions were not released to the 6AR forces. This amounted 
to 4 aircraft not available to the reseuo effort. King used the primary 
VHF Cor conversation with Jack & Quo= instead of the backup or U. 

8. accommoadations; 

A. JA.,IIPC must devise a way to got dangerously close ARC light missions 
cancelled or diverted. 

• 
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CONFIDENT 
B. Joker, Kin, 	t 	 to rer,uet,; for 

infomation freAn the NK:' SAACO. Th(. shortae of 
the strictest conservation Of resources rnd a constant update of intended 
rerieircents. Rino times :luot 	ur,dn.tcri at ler.st llourly to allow lelad 
time for lannaca and to prcelude having a void of On-Soc:)e-Collmanders. 
Since all SiOn-2 1 .1 are also Landy qualified, their suggestions should he 
stroni7ly considerod whenever pa3 :31bl°. 

C. Several aircraft took battlo damage from all types of cunfiro. 
The Sen.:y pilots must be cautioned to be loss ag;:ressive inthc: face of 
insuraonatnblo obstacles. Low trollinr: is unnecessary while 23 1 s an'. 37's 
aro still alive andknown. Somc heavily defended arcas may take days of 
softcring up, prior to the first a . tempt at pic1p. Heavy coneentrions of 
small arms fire is as deadly as occasional 23 and 37mm fire. Starc:ard 
ordnance may na': ever ho -blo to neutralize tho enemy if they arc in 
shored up poult:.ons. It may be nocess.lry to devlcc spacial ordnanccs 
that can get down into holes and may require a harder look at the lice of 
certain VS agents. 

D. einstruct Xing td keep primary VHF clear for transmissions to 
Sandy Low' cicwicnt. 

\ 
E. The A-1 is as -important to rescue in opposed areas as is the JG. 

Without a high success rate on SnS, morale of tho combat flz -ers will 
deteriorate). An attempt to increase, rathdr than decrease, the number 
of A-i's should be a priority project at the highest level. 

1-2;,,   _ 
nonsaT S. ;DAMS, Lt Colonel, 1TSAF 
1st SOS NIG? 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
SAN= 09/10 - 5 ;I:mi.' 1971 

We wore launched from aL 	first 6y of the  
for doout 30 miaut.2s whilo ilanaor 5") va;ske ,:: 3 fli:.;hts of 2-4;s on c.1 
positions around tho survivors. The 11=mor then wanted to try a pie:up 
bocanoe ho ha4nIt received any ground fire. I told Nin:: we wantorl 
en-sceue-eommand to do somo trolling. Oa our second pnos over the area, 
the whole world broko looso. Witchdoctor 05 said WO were taking automatic 
weapons fire from numerous positions to the south, east and north of 
their position. I had not . pinpointod the survivors yet but had their 
downed choppor and it took about 5 more passes to pinpoint thorn in a . 
bomb cra-Ler. After finding them we s'Arted to worl: on silencing th,  
gtn positions ourselves bocauso we liar: no fast :over ordnaAco uvailLle 
at the time. Sandy 10 and I, by using directions from the survivors 
start:d quieting down the arch. There were nuJnc:rous art], 51 cal r,nd 
12.7 positions around. I recoivod a few hits from 51 cal and Sandy 10 
was hit twice chuning him to lose his hydraulic pressure and RTB to 
Da Nang. i. woald bhve returned 	1111:. 	:lam:ler that was ver!:ing 
with ua decided to leave and not toll anyo ne. I found myself alone with, 
the survivors se I re.,naincd on-sc:::no. I continued trolling using the 
survivors.to 	mo where the r'round fire was coin fron. :then ny 
ordnance was just about exhaustod another Hammer arrived on scene. 
nari:c;: the gun positions for him and briefed him on the surv.iwors 
positicn. I then briefed Sandy 03 Cc 04 on the situation and RTIOd for 
a lack of ordnance and not fuol. 

Atch I 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
SANDY 03/04 - 5 A'ar 1971 

Sanear 0 and SrowlY 04 wierc achaduled for a normal Tanao Cahit 
with a 1500 local takceff. Snot prior to taking the active, Sandy 03 
and 04 uoro informod via Tcn-Pao to divert to t ,ae 262/46 milos on 
channel 103 :or an active SA. T:a .7autc was noanal with cotact catablishod 
with King. The situation brieCat: 	was that an Any holicer with 
7 ourvivorn waa down at an area 	maat of D-12. dandy 09 and 10 had 
boon on scene from Da an with 6aa,:y 10 being cacortad Lack to Da :ang 
with severe battle dnmago. Sanay 03 and 04 arrived on scene about 1610 
local nnd wore immndiataly brierad on the aituation by Craiy 09. At the 
tilo, sandy 09 Wn6 311W On 1%0.01 W.A.1, minor laattlo damago. Dui./ to tl.a 
situation of Sandy 09, Gandy 03 took immadiate on scene con:nand at 3.620 
local. Ilalignor 241 lino aware of :0.; anrvivors location and was preamtly 
putting in feat mover Napalm atrilrec just north of the crash scone. 	' 
Sandy 03 was 6hcn bricfcd by Ilaavor 241 and shown the ca:act location of 
the survivors and downed Holicoptar. Candy 03 then made contact with 
Witchdoctor 05 and proccedcd to mako nu=rous low level pazses to pinpoint 
the small arma fire. On all paaaaa S_aidy 03 received intense &-ouni fire 
froal the south and meat of the nurviV0=5. Thc cround fire was also pin-
pointed on each of sandy 03's paaans by Vitchdoctor. Sandy 03 and 04 
then made 5 or 6 low level OW and Strafe, paacaz to the north and aouth 
of the survivors. 6andy 03 than wa ,Y„ bacl: to troll for rarc grcand fire 
and on the accond pass reccivcd*7.62;aa battle damage in the left gcar and 
centerline ton% area. Sandy 03 then had 1:azaer 241 put in 3 more I'lights 
of faaa aovor strikes to the south and west of the survivors. 	Sandy 
03 and 04 wont low and ez.:ncricnced little or no small arms fire on 4 or 5 
low level pa;:ocsi in tha area of thc survivers. dandy 03 had now loat his 
radio, so all taa forces had to work on Ua radio 364.2 and reserved 
r_,,vord ahnanol for tho survivor n.14 	 1730 local dandy 07 
brought in Sandy 01 and 02- (clicoraa aaaarta) and dunhz 41 and 	to 
brinf them el the survivor location, too far rirk, IP mark, and the snoke 
paUcrn. Sa-d 04 olY ,:yeZ with the Jolly Green cheppers mhilo the briefing 
was taking placa. ::fter the dny O. and 02 and rmokc rlir;ht rataod 
to the I? (250/45/103), Sandy 03 briefed Sandy 05 and 06 on a CU-25 run 
:!uat north of the haliaoptar ;1111 aoa.h of tic roakla When this was cora-
plated Sandy 03 broul:ht the Jolly Orcanla, Sandy 01 and 02, smokca and 
Sandy 04 up to guard channel for a check-in. Sandy 03 then instructed 
Witchdoctor that we would be c;:ccuting shortly and when and how to -ado . 

, his amok() flare. At 1750 local.Sandy03 directed the sma:m aircraft to 
, lay their screen 30 seconds apart and to have the Jolly Greens and escort 
to start their run to the final IP in one ninutc. The smoko screen was 
excellent. There was coma confusion with the Jolly Green low bird and 
escort on tho final tarn to run-in. 

At a half mile from the helicopter Witchdoctor was told to pop his 
amok°. Tho purple amok° started up and all :looked good, when suddcnly a 
27mm gun started firing i  at tho Jolly Green from a point beneath him. 
Sandy 01 ordered a emergency egress to the north. 
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CONFIDENTIA 
Al1 forcoo rot..irnefi to Vic !lo31 ,; 	 01 :.lcvolorz.4 er 
probloms and was oscol-tcd to a .,:i'b 	 It was now 	zrnd 
with tho 3711u. alid ;!;.ivA mina. apoLt.:d, :;:n6y 03 olcct.:.ei to bat dollA the 
survivors. On aeon° coiroinnd was pasnod to :;,hay 05 at 18J0 local in 
order that ho accurately pinpoint and . poaaillly dostroy tho guns. 
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CONFIDENYiAL 
ANDY 01/02 - WIThDOCTOil 05/ 5 i r 71 

L;nady 01 and S:tniqr 02 launched at 1540 local for Witchdoctor 05 
offort. lickod up jol]y Gr. 	6/57 ilevc,:iber Orbit, erc:7sed 

trailo mid hold :TA11;11 of D-12 r. On cor•zo: ■ at:,G. ox.cnIzte: 
phavo wo )(id JO :6 to tho run in Io and atarted final approach phn3e. 
who], .tho JO wna (;oaccndin::: on tha final at anprcainately -"-milo from 
tho :,arvivorc pocition two 23;z4.guno opened _arc; on tho JO ac he ms7.ed 
ovor the guns. Ono 37umf gun rilso fired on tho JO and Scnriy5. JO 
continnoa tho docent and track to the smoked area and safely caressed 
to i ) south. 

At the 	of'14lia aVemptedpickup 1.-Inc:7 01 =perieneed a tough 
engino and loso Lill"  radio. Sandy 02 attempted to cilonco the 23mn 
cite with guns and cxitod the droa to eccert Sr!ndy 01 to NMI. Sandy 01 
jettisoned all ordnance and tank nd proceeded with rough engine anf:i 
occasional backfires to NO. Sandy 02 jettisoned tanks, CIO and LAU-3's 
to facilitate oscort and recovered at 1900 local. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
jAND1: 05/06 - WITGilD0GT 

On 5 Nar 71 :.114•1 05 	 2fom 111)c:a 	'i. 	ftnr 
nirbovno wo hotir6 thatt. 	 • 	 ' the arca 
and S:indy 03 docfJlod to 11- , : 	 Gig; 	:,;cs and 
didn't ac:.m to draw nu:, cround fire. 	1:1-4 while .the/ ri.i -.n attempt. 
On ito run .0 Ioaw two 23-1 coon up 	Jolly Gm= fln:1 cal? 	';',-13 other 
Sandy to the pooition,; and Snudy 04 took carc of one of tho poono.. 
abont thic timo tho attml!lt una nilortd ancl. ti;o forcoo wcnt out to regroup. 
It wo •:ettiw; darl: and the 	 (;;;Vc.:11U lo on gan no they 
aTaid nnd.l. took on-neono-oomor aLout 12:,;0. I aarknd the  
pon;tion for a fa3tjnover flighL; but thcy wt borne f01' fuel. Thc next 
ido:t W:13 to !.00;d1 117 c:ot a :;not-of: 40 f:a, 1.11 -Z:rho cou:::;„; or dr,r1:ncos, 
whilo we tried to fight, the cuno with our rockets and Lune. Thio nevor 
materializod and we 	at 1915. 
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CONFIDE 	'3 

SY.OXE 4)/Z2/5 ;lax' "a 

smoko a and 42, rAyso12 	r.ptain 	scramblr, at 	loaal 
on 5 1:1r 71. Due to tho 1:..toncon of tho dny procool. (;:rectly %;ross 
tho trail and qrr:Lvcd on scow .: ri 1740. Tac :,ccon,1 smo%c f%lemont, 43 and 
44, werc hold at by Jack fo .,: r ,,:ruaons 1.41(A:n. 

Dao to tho intonnity of t'ou :iro in tho im:tsdiatc a:ca, thc Jolly 
load cloctod to A01/0 5 Ylilos c;4:,t or 	objcotivo area. .;andy C5 Dater 
came up and lilovafl us all coat again az our holding area was not doomed 
scour°. ThiL: put un a inn 	fro7:1 tho SAR and an drncsh was 
approachiw; avJA uo wuro oast of the 	arca l00%ing into tho haze uo 
could not soo anything, including nmoko. 

Sandy 03, tho on-scenc-candor ordered us fortlard which took 
:_onger than :..nti ,:ip:%trd as wo h4d no TACAN, ard A ,y ADP function was 
uAtton out 	tho 	 waz 	 ond wo pro- 
ccodcd on a gros ar; to th arc. ad  finally Got joined. :Is time wz,..1 
running out for tho last "light, Sandy 0:; took no over the area 'and nod me 
74here . tho dosirod amoko was to 	1,1ced. n(, did this alLo ,Aith 
42 dc to tho prozwrinr, timo oJJ-nt and restricted visibility. Lporadic 
ground firc wr.s o:erved and roportcd by tho survivors althouzh I _ly 
saw c. ff,11 winks SI!: of,thor location at this ti7,10. 

Tho 	 ox,.oution u civen an6 :3andy 05 a:1d 06 opcncd up 
wi-;,11 a Glib anf, Ctraf run which ralsc 	larg,: di7t cloud ;:lonG c'.; .„: 

Orl:Ind run. I laid ;r,y zmo%o first 	saw a 10:.; o: amall arm:; fre.z. t110 

.37‘1C placo I prc,viously 11f:a noicL 	 l7rLQr trace:::: co 
by but don't knc.w whcro they cas froal. The ::eavLest :iro 
right wh'ero Smer:o 42 w.s to place his smoke, which he did oxcellontly. 
The smoko foriv:, an alloy liat the choppor Got 'nozad as :le --:y.uvor7:d 
to tho entry ..?ont of the alley and after a gaggle in avoiding all 1:inds 
of guns that oamo up, thc attempt :a.z ticd and all forces RTB 1 d. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
SANDY 01/02 - 	 05/6 . 

5rud,y 01 and. -;.. -ar'y 02 w. --u 1. , 	L 04.;0 on a 	 :fort 
the socond day of to 	Tho 	 .;:,a was unc%fontful. 
roachcd to 	,roa abc.ut 20 nj.-01os :)eforo sr.rap. 	CY, was ho 
niGh-4 2A0 cappin:1 the :,urvivoro 	 :;:71 s-id 	:mild rot. hcard 
from them, hut they had been briefod not to uoc thoir radio unions they 
nocdod something. Nah.-.Tacr C6 did not know the nurvivoro location. 

Au it 1.ei:an to got li;:ht we circled hii;h sknd familiarized ouroolves 
with tho goncvnL arm. No ono..ly •otivi' •  or ;N:::polloo h7ld t) .;1 ol.rvod 
duri;%g the night,. After circling for few ntcs, n cv,orgcno:, 1.-eper 

un,lod on guard for a fow oecoo. I i:t:ile 1.1-...c12r ..:okee for the zper 
to comic up voice ;.1 -1 ;.ot a rcopo 	 Ile ...lad 1-;:t 
his bunker and was Lidin;-, in helvy bruo'n not f. , r from it. Ha said he had 
heard truck ;Ind activity mr).;:. of 	abo-at 500-400 motor E-.. it and 
So0.'icst of (im, and aloo 	 -roops In 	idfa:.:! area. :=0 
aokcd as to c4pend 00Ar: ordoaoc ,-  Lo covor his overrnt back into 
Inosaer. Wo went throur:h a short o ,  %rc'h ;-7.4 after locating his a:prximate 
position, bogL. to drop ,,i;U-25. A11 zovc ,-;;:rvivors. 	ba ck 	tho 
bunkrsr. Dnr51;:: thio tjcs the sUrVive."5 	us 130ZUCd On 	fir(;, 
which consisted of 	ar-.3o and au ,  - .tio wc.--.ono. Each time 	ot tiny 
reaction wo would c:ri:end on it. The 'oad i;uyu hAd partially camoufl.ged the 
down ca choppo: and were tinparto off of it; they also worn firing at 
us fromi , o 	ov,-,Zod it ad o,.:t it on . re. I put 	n pair of F-4 1 8 
with high drr.:.:a and nap. 	laid it: rht on tnrcct. At - thin point I 
onolled hydraulic fu mos jn y cool:pit. I called Kin end informed 	we 
necdod the ner; zot of .;i:layL;,. T.10 	2...0 had becn ;:onitoring our 
transmiooiono :d knew wSere tho ourvivoro wero, so I otrirt::d back to base. 
Very aliortly after smolling frrf2o, ti;a kydraulic proszurc bcgan to 71-acuate, 

du:ped the pres: .:urc to y,r.:v. nu 	 loco of tIc hy.fraulic fluid. 
About 10 minut(,o later the aileron 'noost quit. A short while later 
tlice, to 	'h- 	1:Ut 	 pr-aouro would not ecm-,  up 
alter pus:d, 	 re)r 	 in. I .1-1 .en blo:; it On r. 
Lho air boL-..a. 1Tholit 25 nil 	t.r:n 111nr.,  I rp.n out of ovgen and 

to :;it "I, 1 	z.:no 	 I 
;...bou.t 17 m:Lico out I put the 	lelceSc handle in and put the goar 
lever down. The .1;111 •hoc 	 uairi 7r, ar.. 	ar.-.,nated 
v•he a.•;:.ziliary %ye oall: io 	 no 	 I thm 	Y. to 	!mar- 
gency gear down position and still got no rcoultb.. I then porpoisod and 
yawed the airplano .rd slowed down to r.: -Jout L knots. I nut thc'ail 
hook down auo it worked. Lncr burniy..c off fuel and jet:dooninc 
romaining stores I made a gear up approach end engagement. 
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. 	CONFIDENTIAL 
DY 03/0A. - WITC:11;OCTU,Z 05/6 	71 

Sand3r 03 and OA. briefed ot 0300 :or c launch after Sandy 01 are.: 02„ 
At oppre;zi•,;:Ltc:::f 0600 we were 1aunehc4 alons with two jolly Green 'ne3.1- 
copter.; for the Novot.ibt .:r ;orbit. ti o were airborr.0 c.t 0615. 

'file four-ship force proce.t.c1. -.,1 to the Novelal -,c::: orbit ( ribOUt 120/6V 
89 ) 	After one orbit, S.tndy 03 ) . who wao 1r.onitorin: -.; Guard, henrcl. tht 

Sandy 01 hid boon hit anc: ho,d lost his hytIr......nlic pros:Air°. Sandy 03 and 
04 were evdered to the SAlt aron. We proceeded directly to tho coirig. 
point (128/100/F19) nd the: al -',Alrned 072 de.7reos towards the orea. Doth 
aircraft did not havo .  on operational TA.CA.:i at thia 

0715, 	 .,xs.A. We ;.rriveci in the target eea, -rk,eo,-;nizing 
the arca by smoke from str;king airernft and by getting DF stc:Iers from 
the 1;7.0, Hammer 21. 1.n also hittinn about 5 rnilz.s. wet of 
the or.ca. iiairt,, -.or 21 told us that it Irld been quiot in the survivor 2 s area 
it that no would like a CS11 pass south of 4,:.he road. I took on-scene-com-

mander and then Sandy 03 and 04 m.tde the. 01 .;:i pass as rer,uestcd, 

do mado repotted pas..:es 	down the w.tlley along the road, mainiy 
east ef the survivors. Oecosionally the survivor, would report sor,e 
arms fire and the position. 'v:e Lvtdo strIfe and CO passes to quiet this 
crounefire. 71.1.1:11y it apr.:lared to all th..t 	area. '.4a5 crtliat. 

The jOlay 	11,:diCOptart; out of Da 17anc,, , were holding 40 ile 
west of cht.nnei. 103. '2:! G.4.17.71.17 	14r (.1 at 4.6 71ilos so I rcquestc.4 
holicoptcrs to move further west. I had ev:ryone go to VHF 
everyone on the pickupa't ..',•,erript. The "I?" point would be clp- ro:d.m...:toly two 
1.0.1.os 	of the survivors and t 	gc,..t to the 
iron the rid::e line, z;outh of the. L -arrvi.ror.s. After t'ne brici'ing the helicopters 
hclicia., west tow.rd a r, -.ndezveus ovzr t.ho ridge. I flew over toward:: the • 
ridge 13.r,,, 	 tht. 	ncaition 
of the survovors. . Sandy 04 slipped into the volley to marl: the ilIk'n  point 
with a :.:47 and the too far smoke. 1:a was 1. -..nal.plo to .y,et a 1.47 to work so 
ho used his r.,;4oko 

0755, 	 :",;:if,JI:7 04 1-11-st down 	-20c., :: c.t.s for t'ae. IP 
point, then another, and 	 for the "too f.:!.r" 
he said that he liad been hit and 	left wins wr.,% on fire. As I terned 
tewarl, -.-. ;Lis pnsition 	Otps,.., rv...d :•,is 	ni ozd:.•-,nce 

' the fire on tho wing.  Sandy 04 c.o. - L.:dr:laud in a s:,111,-,w 	trn cowards 
the rid;:e line to the south of 	 rr.%:-.1e it to :to ride line 
and prooeced 	tho hole in the wins, and th ,-..! fire, con ti.nued. 
was about 2000 feet above him and cannot recall the exact conversation 
but by this to I was advising him to c.-,:tract. Sandy 04 1 s parachute 
worked :ts advertised, and the east wind (17.•if"....: -.:1 himauay from whero the 
aircraft impactod. Eo was in the air .appro:draatoly 30-45 seconds. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
COD, jr1 1 .3 1:  0 71—)!..71 	_ 	 ti '1 Jolly 	n 71 	- in 
the im=diato are-, ,..nu low. 	 . - f 	. 

I m:,do ono lag pa„1:1 over ;; ntly 04 on ,.-.. 11..lieeptor contL -  d' 	1y 

ot his poniii%J. ,The; 	 d 	 o-.2-= logical 

solution as tio Jolly Gr ; 	 I drc:c(1 in tho 
brought aaudy 04 up j,ito the ho1ic0^t::2. The Jr-dly Ore= thon 	tho 
crca no:7th, 3ato v0.1ny, nnes -61,24‹,a Lator thcy 17-Inc."t3d 

that th.)5,  had roceivod bits fro,,, rxonndflro. '2',A) fast picl:up probly 
provontod laoro baLL10 dia not allow the hostilo force: 
timo to onis< nny type of (1.j:c:13c. 	w=o not a•aro of t'ao r',ouned 

Pi100 5 Positini. For the nc7A., hour nn d twe..11-.7 minutes namicr 21 and .  
.;.-v..OLT 03 .1h.lred .11() air ovor '1.1c; survivors 	 -n=crous shat'vling 
"slick" hisdiooptsrn'of 	A1'7'./. The nr;af, 	0-zczcd 	 crvi 
but I refused as I thought the rer. tee nr,:.-7=1*dssiVe for them. "nako", 
6napo" and 2Gnm woro ordored aoF, rc;e: 1 -. 	:3 	;round the aroa. -jammer 
21 ran out of saoko roekots so 	zta::;,..; 	 smoao rr.ckcts T.o mark 
the dosired tarc.oto. Hammer 21 wa:1 able to visually 60borve tho survivors 
with his binnculars. 

the fast mover flights cco.i.nusd :la: ■:er 21 would frequonty 
conl:Ict thc rurvivors on guarC. fregulucy to cczt.h ,..! accuracy of 
._.rdranco. o suestcd tIlt I do tho 2A0in ::; since I had tha rocl:oto and 
he would tlke carc o; convcr;;Inc 	we wore only two and would have 
to 	on other forces. 	or',()(:1 this old I fmT:bled throuch a L ,Jift 
On FAG courso with a Guhfightor flight. 

Tho fa;.t 	orc. 	vas v.:„ri c.csr,t7,, Sandy 05 and 06 11-rived 
on ncenc and I Gtc,rtrld briefing them on the arca and situation. After 
Suidy 05 took o.:.-cne-eomand I rolled in for ono lazt :nu: us -  

aild ii-3 rockets. The s::Tevivo reported that i had st.:.ped 
somn guns that wore just north of th ;-,m. 

I roturncd to base. The Irindina, on the parallel taxiway, •Jith 
a 10 :mot tail':ind and tho whole Wing observi ng, was "undistinguished." 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
SaNDY 05/06 — Wri'01!DcAY. 	05/6 	71 

	

;,.14 06 1-ounhvA 	 C.:;:;;;) 
dircetly to t..4 	 oZ tho nurvie-ors. 	 advisod 
3andy 04 had b. on picke.4 up and ..; , .nd:„- 03 wan holding :"L;-;11 in the arcs. 
Upon arrival in the aroa, 6audy 03 LriQ:cac i ac Iocat ....on of 
survivors. There lemr; no much t-tlking on Vill? 127.7 that Iinstrue - 	King 
to t..,-at all In'ffic off of that rp -:ilucncy. Thi:; was don nud about .a1f , 
of tat) chatl.c: Wq3 Cu., Out. I aA.cd an[; 	kfAld o: 	 hqd 
en the way up and it was all har4. I request:A Napo and 0DU. A ikmer 
PAC was oa acono :Ind 116 cloil.r.11t:(1 to 7nt 	onr.nc,i rr.r..th: 	of 
i;o nurvivorc. Arp;., :,out 20 minut, :s a r1i. of F-4ts arrivcd with 

Thoro w:;.n a s!inil s'aon_w. 	cast of :2:o survivors that =1-1 
nortl and sout;. 1 instructod t'oc 7.t1 to put ;.2.7. -:1 just cant of t1:.- 
strelm and an close to it ,an pass:Lb:lc. Thc 	FAO put down hia 
smoks and the fast movors struck. Tha no. 2 n hit wont of the stream, 
rii;lit on top of thc „urvivors, Lt pparonti: nonc of the: woro hurt. 
They die; have to movG t!ft:ir location for a vhilc because the Napc fires 
burned over thoir position. 

Aliqvac 	ur. f;  euc 	; :o off 1777. - ':, in the arcn, about 
notor or two west. 	mov(,..7 	',,as just pulling off 2:; 
firs4Z,Z0 iiht 	 ri-%t up through 
'c:he failing bombs c,n(1 I doil't 	thcy Lopt from boinF; hit. 	bol5b 
atring ran on 	h(.::141:: 	 The last bomb of tha 	string 
dotonatod about f)0 	rrc. 	 ;.;r)fle, 	 bombs 
in just about tho onm 	 However, one bomb rost huve htry! for a 
fcw seconds 1!..e7;nns it 	southwest of th:t survivors. 

!,lov-C2:1 	 put 5n on to- l'n":.! 	south of %h' urvivors 
, 	 • 

Ntrf.kr!s ;  Snridy 05 and 0,:; :code 	 low Gver 
survvors and Aon7 	ingrcs .5 	lf 	 Grerns. No rcd 
fir() wan ropo:7t ,..1. 

a:id 42 had l'iocn rl.:-2:tch':;"1 to escort the) Jolly 0rens 
had t'lm mo7 t) 	forward 	 (17 t'r.c 

Althou,;h nnrous low slow 	 ;c:ound thn 
Guryivovo, I i(1 foci th.ct 1,ho ar.:J. vas bAt W7:t can -d-o-1 do 
aftor tho arca has bccn bc:iton to a p:71 .d? Onn you not Ynake an attcmpt? 
A They raick, Dolphin 40, ca:50 • that 
givon'a ehance at a pic:cup. ThQrn w4.;; a 	 cl;;... to 
the ;:urvivors, whcrc he could lane and piemp all scv::n of the survivors 
at crictio. Uii .e.octo:: 05 ct7,11:: 	the 	and said that *6 .tic:: nould 
get to it. 	advi‘;Qd Delnhi 40 that I didn't.likc the ides and told 
him that I ..!.dn't think hc should try to nake the pickup. He was v317. 
ins!.atant and I told 'Aim to coma in from the cast and Sandy 06 and I 
wouLd form a Daiay Chain around him. 

and 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Lotin 	Viol; 	 --HH 	 Gn 	 All 

clydpoc ::;;;; 	n 	 • _ 
vms 	 ,i,r01, i_T;;: 	 . i.c). ; 	 ;-4 

t 
roa c, 

 
•; .„.1 	bo-. 1A 	 A 	67 

();' thc. ..7.wevivora a!ld I fnurcd if 	 wcat 	joly)::n 40 
just Crop out of tho 17.:.,.; 	and 	c7fo2;:, 7-1 1:;ht 

clndy 05 & 06 1  tho ilw,7;1, 	C, Dolin 40 :id the crrvivor mc..rry 

cl)ockc!,1 Jn nu 	chamol 	: -)cfci! ::it::cctor 05 r,n 
'no chopp,:r1: 	uon;;, Do:!..:Li.ri 40 ;;Divc101. do-An, 	 !ho 

began k call croundfl-i.c and ::::J1dy t  c..od I tIrted 
02U-25 ;,n4 	 Dnipl.: 	crilce th“t the pilot  
and t'opy wcro c.cin to cril.c11. 	:!c-74lot tcok tho ::.irplano and vii,hd.row 
to tho ozAct, :;:udy 06 LnO. I 	uort.d ti: um back to t'no friendly 
i1 / al..ya;; '611c rorifl. ,Aftc.r 	 116 tie to accosc thc 
ho dov,riaincdthat t 	;oc.Y 	ac hc thought and 
to Kho 	 05 & 06 .1.nnql. to the ara of t:Ic 	oranc: 
ec!til,w4 	t ,TJt 	 arc,. 	 -2 PAC tat 
*ac ono 3c , :nn Yun out of ..:12 	 :;() 2 nkod thc tnrcot a:ca and cIireeted 
tho fazt Taovor ntzikoc. 

Tho Jolly Grconq voro forc:1 to rGfv,c1 co I diroct:C. .i.oko 41 L42 
to co with th,:a ancl hold tic la in 	 holdin- 

&Indy :a 	=:lved on nccnc 	I brizfod 	on tho survivors 
.005 ition, 	,17r 	.1e, I 	 V 	1 o!! 	:!ith no g--ovnd 
fLxe. 3andi 	c. -L1 taon 	Gu-2 	 ul!dnanco ac cle= 

to tho survivol-sa 	o could. Af:o-..z cpcs,:if.turo RTB vas uneventful. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
y 	 1 	 ' 	••

.• 	. 

1:://6 	177a. 

	

'..rac; 	 1:1..tutc'wd. 	 Jolly :;](•!...ui 	;...!ki 
ti,,L 	io . 	fl 	 Ala.! 

in) ro 	 '„1 ,  WO .1.-1:: Of 

Ow: hoar of v_..1no.blo u 64 1,1.0l 	 .1 •(.1 * 	 la 1 3 	dr, i.:)•:: 

.1 , 1," 	 1) .• 	:.; 

clt.ty 	,y)•1. ,  1. 1‘. , 	 • 11:, 

1■;° .6111) 	 111'7, 11 -a.: :Lc 

	

'I. v.-1 	; L. 	ii b). 

'dr oCo•:.■ •.; 

6it.);r1n ; 	O. 	 or 	 to ,:•••1, 	 trz• 

qiiiooliti; 	12.711.:t 	I. 	 co - 11 ,1. no', • 
I 73.;;;; ,, • , r.ia 

•6•te 	 55, 	2 	 t.o 	 -; 	 'T 

.Litle :.;'4; 	oi 	 I 1;01.(1 	 1, 1(2 j ,1 ..L;;; •;'• •": ■ ofro. ) 
v10;v : 	 1,0 	 09 	 •• • 	 I .11d. 	 to 

of -1.; 
ro,?/.1 'or 71-,Acs, 

'Go 	 tie only 

	

••.:ii.cy 	 (. 	 .,• 	 • 	 ; 

to 
to 	 .5. 	 • zt 

•■;.■• ■ :..; • 	I., 
••• 	ft; 	•.1; 	r.cr 	ico 	 I 4.2•.1,(..J. 

;;... 	 )4I 	 • 	: :1 • 	 ' Lc!: 	i 	 -,;. 	J.  

p.ryt i:o 	 • 	 ....a.,•) of 

55 we loc;%;;--..,:i 	 :Loic 	 corad. 	 so 
sT. I 	 -.. • ; 	-. 	, 	 ..• 

	

t: 	ti; 	s; 

	

I 	 55 t.) 
•■•••.: 	 of 

1two.1 	 -i:LI;Vk;j thled 	 'rloor; for •fa.3t 	 ol•J.— 

n...L..rioe. All fi.L'ot 	 t on tart. 

I :7:: ...at) 30Veral lor pz•Lsoc.-in oval' 
' no 	-1:103 r;rcvivors poz;:::',•,lon to 	 t:ie jn 

	

L....I 	. 	laC 

to don'zialtl. outLin„!.; 

TX...Jill. Ur; .1:01: 

	

i 1 	 piCi:1::(1 off 

	

-11 	;01Z.C6.,; 	 J.3.1 	 .'a(1 

Is. to. ,100't 	 2.4.;:o 	01::;u:...V.:13. 	 ti20 
jun•.; 	VC .at.) CAU 	 I 	 aar 

,:a..o e. 	 •.:;,313 time lookod 
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ocv ■.:r;.1.1 	 1;011:.7  

L41:2 	, 	:;) 	). '4 4. 	 • 

1/1011. 	 ::0 1 11. 1 	„ 	 ;In... 
'04111 .1; 

jolly to :;it 	,;o. 

	

14(3.:.41;) or 	c%-11;.) awl thepoaritr...L;o•-• 
0 Ci6.1 Cr Li.:toOt... 

• 

	

11,1, .10 ;.c:1 0' 	 for tip:: Jolly on 
tot: ....Lot 	t br„..L 	:oil: 	 ; 	 000 

	

L:t ,) :14)11;,,  ri!..ict: to 1;;If.r.:.: pooi -Llon. 	r_c./0 	 wty..‘o cia f:o 
10 'JO .L.c.:;.41,y to IL...0 titoir Wdi 	 to 	 ..7o11;y• 

vcooi.vol. 	 ±:lforfac.tio,r. 
;1. -,.(1. to 1,o 	. 	 Aqi10 ("ji lt :I.:1 0 

in jO.L5 	 '1;0 	ii 	 on 7LE? 	 , 
.)(le 	 II:0.17 :Lay :-2-.L*-1.11 , ft:170 
by . L'ito ,...u.zvivoro. i 	U. T.0 	 f: 	• 

-•;.;;;.t .., Ibr ,)13;;.; .1 -',. t.Le 	 diy.rn 	i.i 44) 	 t'.10. -.1 in 
brioftA. t1c.i on ..... CVO I 	 ti o '4" :4.! ). 	 ■ 1 i 	0: 

tjli....1.1,0(1 	 :;111:);;;• : 	 2.Citt ■ "4 :072 

tic;*.:o 	 11, 	14 

	

o.t1,1 	 eUC 	 to in..., 	•.; 

	

-41-kon O;;,vo 	 ;6, 44 poll 	 tiIC; 
•:t 	 •.;k 1 	 7 

LO:. I,.: 1).11,7 	 OV,Ir 
lidO tO 	 Of 'I....LC 	 ..1011:( WO J.111 be abi. 	o nLte.1 

1 -,0 in 

	

viao bric...red 	 if 	wer 
or 111d an emor::; ,....ner 	d tv 	i . , Jolly f0122 ,.... be ri,":;:it 	to ?i01,-; 

• • 

..3 	 oo we r;.io. tit.rou:;11. 
ran. of L'ile wItolo 	 Cobro. 

;1,01 .2,w,..r.c:r 	 0Z ',;:t.1 	 in. 
t:te entr:( 

4.14-..1 %re 	 '..I, 	 13 C.'■ :;r1:;:i 	te 

ts::,̀ LohJ.l. 3 ltiTre Z:;;bliok; Irl1:11 ,3 	o2 tilt:,  1., .1:31eY .ro)orted 
171.Vo. 	 ,-10f..11t 	 tlat 	 Tao;:•o 
/di 	 :55 :30.it:/ 	 %lay 	L. 	1 be 1:: 

in 15 mi.:111.',;(to. 

	

:la, 	 • 	 ,1C1 hat :3 t;:,.:1•  
19 , 1;c 	)0:::1 to 	.1,i. 	 "I; 	 decio.Lon to ;1:31.-.1:." 

	

3c:truly 1 -5 	 to z..rea on 
tile 1,1o.n. 	 44 w‘:::0 	 ;;11 
1)1011 - :y of fu•.:1 o ot ,..„v 1,1 	 ify 	 to clartriel Gi) 
turnin.;; on-lleeiko coJ1i,L.d Lo 	 -. Lay cluco .tions 
6a4 Lcly 15a.i.;;411; is.:Lvi.!. 	IJrL •-1:Ie:0 	...L.Indod 	tho itr:ay 
command anik wao runnia: .; 1E ohow. 
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,;(-) 	G 	th,:; 	-;;WL woui crw.n ap r.4t 

hclicopLer that c4mc in the  
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CONFIDENTIAL 
imE 43 _ WITOIMO6T0; ■ 05/6 ;,:or 71 

On 6 Klr 71, Omoko 43 E.: 44 -wore :;:11;nchcC, in .port of a 
plrcady in pro::ross for 4levon downod nircrow TA0: . 1-Jors. Ai:Thorne at 
1150 local 6moo £114:;it arrivcd in t7le al'ea at r.127..mAIT177 1245 
oily 72 and liZs vi.t);an wor::: holding olona just south of thc 

:old I ujgcsted to Xin; th/tt tho Cmokcs hold with them and offor any 
rssisLanco noodod. This won opprovod and 	flizht join...". the Jellys. 
5.andy 11 was on scnno caawaudor, :Ind he 	 55 were working fi.ist 
zlovor otrikea In the nrna. At zipproximotely 1400 local Sandy .  11 re- 
(0 ,,%:;L^d rhito%n rI-141 , t 	Join 111 ■ 1 	 a 	 tho 
survivors location ant; iAin rorplim,.1 7)();;ition of tlIc C=ke ;:eroen. This 

	

aocownlishe'd .i 	okc f1içht mt.le a dry run t'll'oush t'ae area to 
r.iipoIntu dasi'a pos:Ition s1;1 dov.clope the 	 L;,:e%e 
43 thm rothrned to hold with thr Jolly. At approximately 1500 local 
:;ndy 3.1 ■./.1:1 	°1-1:1 	. ■70 i! a pielmv.) atto:r-pt. 	atto:. -.pt wiz; abor 
llowover, just prior to the Jolly 'ran in due to ronowed grou .nd 
At appro.:vim:I -L.11y 15)0 local Sandy 11 & 12 were forced to RTB for fscl 
nnd :;;iloko 43 & 44 rcNainod with t0 JelVn awaiti.ng Sandy - 13. Whon 
34ndy 13 nrrived in thn aroo, Siaoko 43 briefed hi on the situation and 
auhsequontly took him into tho arca and pinpointed the su7t7vivors. Smoko 
fligat thon modo two strafing pacnc3 on snapectad ground fire positions 
and RTBid channol 89 duo to fuel. Landing was at 1650 local. 
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CONFIDENIU`J. 
SAND!: 13/14 — 	 05/6 VAar 71 

' Sanely 33 wna lnlinccd at 1:36 local in .:;nort of Witchdoctr ,r 05. 
Sandy 13 urn, out solo and Snndy 14 would join 1ator. 

Arriving on scrno at 1445 local, Sandy 13 received q quick briefing 
from Sandy 11 becane. they Imre in tho final briefing stages for a pickup.. 
Ohnn ground firo cancelled the. pic1up att=pt, Sandy 11 showed Sandy 13 
whoro ';ho survivor;; worn and had to =3 for fuel. Smoke 43 then teek 
Sandy 13 down and ravo him an exact pinpoint on the survivors. During 
thin  timo  Havolacr 55 wan voricinr fn3t.movor Strikes against the gronnd 
fires. Annthor a1,4napt 	 Lowcvur, it hr,d tc 111 c:tnooll,A 
becanso Qumn :•d JG 72 WM. Also Smolt° 43/44 wore below bingo fuel 
so we didn't h7.•e Urn to wait for the new set of Jolly G"-ens. Thl 
Smokes made n Low stoafing posses and IITB'd for fuel. Sandy 13 W. 1r; now 
to only A-1 on aci-a(:. Sandy 13,-durirg this time', worked fast movers in the 
(,enoral nroa of t:lo :Yorvivorn. At 1615 local, Serpent 20 (an Army chopper) 
informed jaudy 13 Uvtt at 1715 local. the Army wos taking over on ccone 
oommuld a;id 	unThr.1 the Sandy 20:c-cos had a pickup atizmpt - planned they 
wouldn't Ix no7 - dcn after 17.1.5 local. -  Sandy 13 called King 24 to appraise 
him of the sAuation and asked him what the story was. King 24 started 
asking around to doloA:mino who Ins making all tho decisions. As near as we 
could dc%o•minn "Dig. Ben" (Army) was the controlling force of the Army's 
offort. Sandy 13 contacted Big Den and was told the Army would be taking over, 
and if thry failed in their try the SAR forces could make a last light effort. 

Sandy )4 Irnjunit ,:d at 1600 local and joined Sandy 13 at 1645 local, 
ho was briod (41 tho Army pla. 

ainfI• 13 In antiela of a ir.at 1i4,ht effort had King 26 refuel 
JG 64/71 ,A:Id had Caoko 45/46 rrd 5:.n Ty 1V1 lavnea. Thoy arrved on 
scene at 1730 local. &Indy 13 briefed all ...hc forces for a possible last 
light effort and cvrryllody stood by to watch the Arny get shot up. 

non Sandy 13 deLnrminod that the Ariv wasn't v.oi.:g to get the surld-
vora 	 n 	 pnclo (2-1111C(.4 1  a; 3 batterioo, 
3 riarri., . 1 1 1( 1 	w:, 	t.,k.I;,) 1,) 	I 1:01 , 1. 	' 1 ' 	 1 . • 	C.: . 01 , . ,0(1 .1 1.1 they 
rocolvIrcd tho first ono for sure but we nevnr deterolined if they cot tho 
second pnck0.10. 

A last light effort by tho Oandyz was not attempted because tho Army 
had many frirndly troops movingjnto the area and the Sandys couldn't expend 
any ordnance. 

King 6 finally decidod :Lo have all the SAR forces RTB. 
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SARTF SANDYs in action 
the Op. et -ions Officer for the 1st SOS at NKP in 

the e.eurnn h:i70, before baking over command of 
the heeadron ih early 1970. I flew the A-1 Slerraider on 
ie4 ?te ties, which isn't very impressive considering that 
ertee.ef the guys in my squadron had well over 100 

r4call one search and rescue mission that had all 
eredients of a Hollywood script. It took place in 

Mhehe 1971.  as  part of Operation Lam Son 713, an 
nee --1: en into Laos by South Vietnamese Army troops 

he, across the DMZ toward Tchepone. In the 
eeei:i-e3 of this action, a US Army Huey, consign WITCH 

PcIOR 05, was monitoring the action of a group of 
iefeeesenior officers. They were touring the front lines 

• beyond the advancing ground troops. 
eeesing on Tchepone, the Huey was hit by North 

Vie -tee:nese (NVA) anti-aircraft fire, and was forced 
teeee  in an area immediately adjacent to a group of 
heiA  troops. The Huey crew and the passengers 

thinmselves from the wreck of the chopper, 
an old bomb crater that was near the main 

" Minh Trail) out of Tchepone. We launched 
SePTiT fierce on 5 March and headed toward the 

deer d he.ey. 
leeie we were en route, a couple cl forward air 

‘eere bringing in some Navy and Ma , ne 

ri•Pit '2/ 
	

Povo el) vereiC 	"1 

fighters to soften up the area prior to our attempted 
rescue. One of the Marine A-4 Skyhawks was shot 
down, which created another SAR effort. One of our 
'Jolly Greens' was diverted to the downed Marine 
pilot and we got him out without too much trouble, 

However, while the rest of the SARTF force was 
working on the WITCH DOCTOR mission, one of the 
SANDY A-1s was hit by ground fire and started to 
burn. The pilot, First Lieutenant Chuck Tipton, used nis 
'Yankee Extractor device' and got out of the aircraft at 
a very low altitude. The 'Jolly Green' that he'd been 
escorting swooped in and picked him up in less than a 
minute. The 'Jolly Green' pilot then made an 
immediate turn and went straight back to NKP with 
Tipton a amid. 

In the meantime, another US Army Huey, callsign 
DOLPHIN, decided that he could probably sneak in and 
pick up the WITCH DOCTOR crew and passengers. He 
made a -ether vertical approach to the area, which 
made him an easy target for the NVA anti-aircraft, and 
was hit seve'al times. He did make it out of the area, 
but his co-pilot was very badly wounded. 

The call went out for another SAR force to launch 
out of NKP. That was me - SANDY 02. SANDY 01 and 
myself, along with a third 'Jolly Green' helicopter. left 
NKP 3nd headed directly for the area of WITCH 

Ce.,i .ree 5 f-1,147z  

DOCTOR. When we arrived, we found we weren't 
alone, as several other A-1s had launched from Da 
Nang to support our effort. These guys were armed 
with smoke and CS gas dispensers. 

The In-stene SAR commander ordered the smoke 
and gas to be put down, and our team started the 
approacn to the WITCH DOCTOR crew, but the area 
was stiil too hot. Lots of heavy anti-aircraft (MA) fire 
started to blossom around both my flight and the 'Jolly 
Green'. As soon as the AAA opened up. the 'Jolly 
Green' beat a hasty retreat, and stood by, out of range 
of the big guns. My flight started working over the 
NVA gi,n positions that had shot us off our mission. 
SANDY 01 killed a ZSU (23-mm twin-mount on a tank 
chassis) that was -tear WITCH DOCTOR's oosition, 
got a 37-mm gun tha: had set up about a mile away. 

Since the area was still very hot, and darkness 
was approaching, the decision was made to abandon 
the effort for the day Before we left, one of our 
younger pilots, who had been working on a scheme :o 
air deliver supplies to downed personnel, decided to 
give his idea a try. He'd been working on a high-speed 
delivery capsule that was made from the sell of an 
air-dropped flare, He'd rigged up a drogue 'chute for 
the thing. Inside the capsule was a URC-10 rescue 
radio and spare batteries, some water, hand flares. and 
a few meagre rations. After two passes over WITCH 
DOCTOR, he made a successful drop. 

The next morning NKP was alive with activity as 
the ground crews armed the aircraft and helicopters 
for another try at WITCH DOCTOR. Before we got to 
the point of "Start engines!", we were informed that 
WITCH DOCTOR, his crew and passengers, were safe 
and sound. They'd been rescued by an ARVN M48 
tank mat had been part of the original Lam Son 713 
effort - which is what should have been used for the 
rescue e"ort in the first place. 

Major Frank Murray 
1st Special Operations Squadron 
Nakhon Phanom, March 1971 

S orrz. 
Led TE Oo r M IL ce 

Do we,  eeo ee, oe I et I+ oo cev ez 

Sem n re. 	/ 	0 ethu icK) 



56 SOW 
Jan—Mar 71 
K-WG-56-H1 

CONFIDENTIAL 
114 

• a 	. 

WITCHDOCTOR 05 SEARCH AND RECOVERY (SANDY 04) 

(C) Search and Recovery forces waged a fierce two day war 

in an effort to rescue seven United States Army personnel who 

survived the crash of Witchdoctor 05, a helicopter supporting a 

major invasion of the Ho Chi Minh Trail complex in Laos. The 

helicopter had received battle damage and made a controlled 

crash landing in an extremely contested area at 263/46 from 

Tacan Channel 103 located at Quang Tn. Air Base, Republic of 

Vietnam. All seven survivors egressed from the aircraft uninjured 

and took cover in a bomb crater to wait for assistance. They 

survived enemy assaults for two days and three nights while they 

helped to direct air strikes on gun emplacements and enemy per-

sonnel. They were finally rescued on the third day by army 

ground forces of an undisclosed nationality. 161 

(C) An untold number of aircraft participated in the effort 

and several pick up attempts were prevented by the intense enemy 

resistance. The enemy continually hammered away at all aircraft 

with small arms, automatic weapons, anti-aircraft equipment and 

rockets. Resistance became particularly intense each time a 

helicopter was brought in and on one occasion the pilot of a US 

Army helicopter was shot in the race but was able to escape 

safely. During the effort six A-i aircraft received battle damage. 

One of them caught fire and exploded in the air and another was 
162 

forced to make a gear up landing at Nakhon Phanom RTAFB. 

161. SARCO Report for Witchdoctor 05, Document r. 
162. Ibid. 
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(0) The survivors were down in well defended encmy 

territory in an area of rolling hills with spare° to heavy 

vegetation. Several trails, many bunkers and a multitude of 

bomb craters could be observed in their vicinity. They were 

completely surrounded by enemy forces and the only known 

friendly ground forces were located approximately four miles 

to the southeast. Ground fire was coming from positions very 

near the survivors and it was necessary to attack the very 

proximity of the bomb crater which protected them. On one 

occasion an 1-4 missed his target and discharged napalm on the 

objective position. None of the survivors were injured but it 

was necessary to vacate the area temporarily due to fires 

started by the napalm. On another occasion a B-52 strike 

dropped bombs and one A-1 pilot said some of the bombs landed 

163 
within 50 meters of the survivors. 

(C) On the second day of the effort Sandy 01/02 were busy 

striking enemy positions when Sandy 01 detected hydraulic fumes 

in his cockpit. He dedided to return home and enroute the 

aileron boost quit. A short while later he tried to open the 

canopy but there was insufficient hydraulic pressure. He was 

sucessful in jettisoning the canopy by using the emergency air 

bottle. Approximately '25 miles from the base he ran out of 

oxygen and was forced to sit with his face near the slip stream 

to breath and avoid the fumes. The loss of hydraulics prevented 

163. Ibid. 	
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Sandy 01 from lowering his main landing gear although his tail 

gear did come down suoneesfUlly. Emergency gear extraction proce-

dures failed am it was necessary for Sandy 01 to land gear up. 

The runway was prepared and emergency forces stood by while 

Sandy 01 put his tail hook down and performed a gear up approach 

and successfully engaged the runway barrier. The emergency land-

ing was accomplished without further incident and the pilot 

walked away uninjured. 164 

(C) Later that morning at approximately 07551A Sandy 04 was 

making passes to position smoke rockets when he was hit by ground 

fire. His left wing caught fire, he jettisoned his ordnance and 

took up an easterly heading. He was able to ride the burning air-

craft to a safer area prior to ejecting. Sandy 04 parachuted 

safely to the ground seconds before the aircraft exploded. A 

rescue helicopter, Joily Green 71, observed the entire incident 

and followed Sandy 04's parachute to the ground. He went into a 

hover over the pilot, dropped a jungle penetrator and immediately 

picked up the survivor. The Jolly Green was able to egress safely 

although the helicopter had received ground fire throughout the 

procedure. The safe recovery of Sandy 04 was the result of imme-

diate and decisive action taken by Jolly Green 71. The pilot was 

rescued before the enemy could determine his position and move 

defenses into the area. The other four A-i's which received battle 

damage ianded with further incident. 165 

164. 	 
165. Ibid. 
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(C) At 1615L on the second day of the SAR, the US Army stated 

that they were taking charge of the rescue and the Air Force por-

tion of the effort was terminated. During that night a heavy mortar 

barrage was executed in the area around the survivors and on the 

morning of 7 March 1971 an armored column of undisclosed size moved 

in and safely rescued the seven survivors. Two days of sustained 

air attacks and the heavy mortar barrage on the previous night made 

it possible for the ground rescue forces to complete the rescue 

with relatively light resistance.
166 

166. Ibid. 
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A last-light run-in was attempted but was aborted when both helicopters 

took hits from heavy small arms fire. One Pararescue man was wounded 

in this attempt. A first-light effort on 2 January resulted in a suc-

cessful rescue of both crewmembers. 

(S) BIGOT 02: On 3 February, two crewmembers of an F-4D bailed out. 

of BarOcari 2  Pass near the NVN border. 40th ARRS Jolly Greens were 

scrambled from both Nakhon Phanom Airfield3 and Ubon RTAFB4 . Low ceil-

ings precluded any attempt that day. A maximum effort SAR was planned 

on the 4th with 8 Jolly Greens in place at NKP for a first-light effort. 

HH-53 BUFFs were on continuous airborne orbit from pre-dawn to darkness 

on the 4th, 5th, and 6th of February. Continued low ceilings and bad 

weather conditions in the area precluded any rescue attempts. After 

all radio contact was lost with the survivors at noon on the 6th, and 

no weather improvement forecast, the active participation of the 40th 

ARRS ceased. The force of tired and disappointed crews were returned 

to Udorn that night. 

(S) DUDLEY 02: On 16 February, two crewmembers of an F-D bailed out 

in eastern Laos. Two Jolly Greens scrambled and both crewmembers were 

rescued less than two hours after bailout. 

(S) WITCHDOCTOR 05: On 5 March, an Army UH-1 helicopter was shot down in 

eastern Laos with 7 people on board. A last-light run-in was attempted 

but intensive AAA and small arms fire precluded any rescues. The survi-

vors were rescued by a U.S. Army ground team on 7 March. 

C77,1 7 " A 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line



18 

The aircraft commander of Jolly Green 72 who made the pick-

up was Captain David H. Warner. 

The month of March started off with a Medevac from Con 

Son island to Long Binh hospital. On 2 March 71 the Jollys 

at our FOL were notified that a Vietnamese Seaman was very( 

ill at Con Son. Jolly Greens 73 and 66 were dispatched to 

the island for the evacuation. The mission was completed 

without incident. The aircraft commander of the Jolly Green 

making the evacuation was Captain Karlton 1. Bakke. 

On 6 March 71 Jolly Greens 71 and 64 were holding west 

of Channel 103 in preparation fcr an attempted pickup of 

seven survivors of an Army helicopter which was shot down. 

One of the Sandy aircraft preparing the area was hit by 

ground fire and the pilot was forced to bail out. Jolly 

Green 71, flown by Major Mudd, observed the bailout and im-

mediately recovered the pilot. Other Jolly Greens from the 

37 ARRS took over the Witchdoctor mission but all attempts 

to rescue the seven survivors by helicopter were unsuccessful 

due to hostile fire. A ground team did recover the seven men 

the next day. 

On 13 March 71 the 37 ARRS had a most eventful but unsuc-

cessful day. A Navy A-7, call sign Battle Cry 315, was shot 

down at a position 225 degrees for 50 miles from Channel 103. 

The pilot of the A-7 had ejected and was injured. Voice contact 

was established with the survivor and the SAR was initiated. 

Jolly Greens 64 and 73 departed Channel 77 for the area. Sandy 

aircraft began working the area and small arms fire was observed. 
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At 0520Z the first attempt was made. Jolly Green 64, flown 

by Lt Col Brown, came to a hover near the survivor but was 

driven off by intense ground fire. After evaluating the con-

dition of his aircraft and crew, Lt Col Brown elected to make 

another attempt. On this try, again intense small arms fire 

was encountered and the copilot, Major Frank J. Pehr, was 

severely wounded in the left leg. A pararescueman had 

received a minor wound on the first attempt. At this point 

Jolly Green 64 had to depart the scene to get Major Pehr to a 

hospital. Jolly Greens 71 and 67 replaced them on scene and at 

0853Z another attempt was initiated. Again heavy small arms 

fire was encountered and minor flesh wounds were received by 

three of the crewmembers. Jolly Green 71, commanded by Major 

Donald L. Jensn, was forced to RIB to Channel 103. Jolly Greens 

71 and 67 wpre then replaced by Jolly Greens 73 and 70. When 

they arrived at the scene it was getting dark and it was decided 

to make one last rescue attempt before complete darkness. At 

1100Z JG 71, flown by Lt Col Copperthite, made a run into the 

area. As the helicopter started to slow down, Intense small arms 

fir k was encountered. Jolly Green 71 was forced to leave the 

area on one engine and with two wounded crewmembers_ All SAR 

efforts for Battle Cry 315 were terminated. The pilot had not been 

heard from for several hours and he is listed as missing in 

action. Major Frank Pehr was the most seriously wounded on the 

Battle Cry 315 mission. He was hospitalized on the hospital ship 

Sanctuary for approximately two weeks and then air evacuated to 

the CONUS. 



CITATION 10 ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE SILVER STAR 

10 

MICHAEL A. CURTIS 

Airman First Class Michael A. Curtis distinguished himself by gal-
lantry in connection with military operations against an opposing 
armed force near Tchepone, Laos, on 13 March 1971. On that date, 
Airman Curtis was a Pararescue Specialist on an, H11-53 Rescue Sell-
copter that twice attempted the rescue of a wou.nded United States 
Navy pilot from certain death or capture by hostile armed forces. 
With full knowledge of the extent of hostile fire in the area, and 
with complete disregard for his ow personal safety, Airman Curtis 
continued to expose himself manning his gun position after being 
wounded, until withering ground fire crippled the helicopter and 
wounded another crew member, making continued rescue attempts 
impossible. By his gallantry and devotion to duty, Airman Curtis 
has reflected great credit upon himself and the United States Air 
Force. 



CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 
(FIRST OAK LEAF CLUSTER) 

TO 

JAMES D. SCOTT 

Master Sergeant James D. Scott distinguished himself by heroism while 
participating in aerial flight as a Pararescue Technician on an HH-53 
Rescue Helicopter, near Tchepone, Laos, on 13 March 1971. On that date, 
Sergeant Scott attempted the rescue of a wounded United States Navy 
pilot from certain death or capture by hostile armed forces. With full 
knowledge that two other helicopters had been driven off by ground fire, 
and with complete disregard for his own personal safety, Sergeant Scott 
continued to expose himself manning his gun position after being wounded, 
until withering ground fire crippled the helicopter and wounded another 
crew member, making continued rescue attempts impossible. The outstanding 
heroism and selfless devotion to duty displayed by Sergeant Scott reflect 
great credit upon himself and the United States Air Force. 



CITATION ID ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE SILVER STAR 

13) 

STEVEN C. REODY 

Airmen First Class Steven C. Rhody distinguished himself by gal-
lantry in connection with military operations against en opposing 
armed force near Tchepone, Laos, on 13 March l971. On that date, 
Airmen Rhody was a Fararescue Specialist on an HH-53 Rescue Heli-
copter that twice attempted the rescue of a wounded United States 
Navy pilot from certain death or capture by hostile armed forces 

-v. 	With 11;11 knowledge of the extent of hostile fire in the area and 
with complete disregard for hie own perEonal safety, Airmen Rhndy 
twice exposed himself on the rescue hoist outside the door of the 
helicopter to descend to help the wounded survivor on the ground, 
until withering ground fire crippled the helicopter and wounded two 
crew ;umbers, inalcing,continued rescue attempts impossible. By his 
gallantry and devotion to duty, Airing' Rhody has reflected great 
credit upon himself and the United States Air Force. 
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(S) BATTLE CRY 315: On 13 March, an A-7 pilot ejected in the Lam Song 

719 5  area. Two Jolly Greens were scrambled and went to an orbit area 

near the survivor. It was decided to use the Jolly Greens from the 

37th ARRS, also in the orbit area, for the attempted run-in. There was 

no further participation by the 40th ARRS in this mission. 
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BATTLE CRY 315 SEARCH AND RECOVERY 

(C) Sandy 04 heard the pilot of Battle Cry 315 say 'Tome 

and get mel Come and get me! They are coming 11 It was the 

last known transmission from the pilot who bailed out of his 

damaged A-7 aircraft and landed in a hostile area west of Delta 

12, a key interdiction point on the Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laos. 

The exact position was 225/50 from Tacan Channel 103 (Quang 

Tri Air Base, RVN) and about two kilometers from the nearest 

route structure. The survivor's parachute was located hanging 

from a tree in an otherwise relatively open field. The survivor 

was a short distance south of his parachute and requested a 

quick pick up because he had suffered a broken leg, a broken arm 

and was afraid he was going to lose consciousness as a result of 
167 

the pain. 

(C) The BAR was initiated at 1030L. Two A-1's and two 

Jolly Green helicopters were immediately launched from Nakhon 

Phanom RTAFB while two additional A-1's and two other Jolly 

Greens were being launched from DaNang Air Base, RVN. Sandy 03/ 

04 arrived at the scene and was briefed by Nail 34, a FAC who had 

already located the survivors position. Sandy 03 took charge as 

On-Scene Commander and immediately started trolling for ground 

fire. Several passes were made without resistance and the area 

appeared to be permissive. Due to the serious condition of the 

167. SARCO Report, Battle Cry 315, 21 Mar Ti, Documant #9. 

119 
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survivor, Sandy 03 decided to attenpt a pick up as soon as 

possible. His plan was executed and Jelly Green 64 received 

23 millimeter ground fire during the approach phase and intense 

small arms ground fire from all quadrants when he attempted to 

hover. The pick up was aborted and Jolly Green 64 insisted on 

making another effort. This attempt was driven off also by 

small arms fire and two crewmembers of the helicopter were wounded. 

(C) It was apparent that the SAR forces were up against 

experienced and disciplined resistance since the enemy refused to 

fire at the A-1's and waited each time to ambush the slow moving 

helicopter. Sandy 03 decided to sterilize the area and fast 

movers were called in to assist. Several offensive passes were 

made and during this time Battle Cry 315 could be seen lying face 

down and motionless in the open field. Sandy 03/04 continued to 

expend ordnance until they were low on fuel and then turned On-

Scene Command over to Sandy 01 who arrived at 1510L. Once again 

the area appeared permissive and Sandy 01 planned another pick 

up attempt. This time a smoke screen was put down south of the 

objective area but it was somewhat ineffective. Jolly Green 7! 

came in and hovered over the objective position but did not see 

Battle Cry 315. After hovering for approximately two minutes the 

helicopter started receiving intense small arms fire. Jolly Green 

was forced to exit back to the Initial Point with a wounded crew-

member. More ordnance was requested and at 11301, Sandy 09/10 

168* Ibid. 



121 

arrived to replace Sandy 01/02 who were running low on fuel- 169 

(C) Darkness was approaching so Sandy 09 called all forces 

in for a last light attempt. Additional strikes were accomplished 

by the remaining fast mover resources. Smoke screens were put 

down but were not completely effective due to the strong winds. 

Jolly Green 73 was called in for the pick up and was net by 

heavy ground fire as he approached the objective area. The 

ground fire was coming from all quadrants and the helicopter 

was forced to depart with two wounded crewmembers. The days 

effort was terminated because of darkness and overwhelming 
170 

resistance. 

(C) All SAR forces were in general agreement that the 

existance of an objective was doubtful. Battle Cry 315 had not 

transmitted since 1230L and had last been seen by Sandy 03 prior 

to 1500L. His inability to move and the close proximity of many 

enemy forces denied him an opportunity to escape or evade. It 

was decided that the SAR forces would maintain normal alert the 

following day. Nail FAC's would monitor Battle Cry 315's position 

throughout the night and Nail 3/ would make a visual check for him 

the following morning. This was accomplished with negative results 

and the unsuccessful Search and Recovery for Battle Cry 315 was 
171 

terminated at 1654L on March 1971. 

169. Ibid. 
170. Ibid. 
171. Ibid. C 04frinot""7"7", 



DATE! 13 Mar 71 

KIZSION 	B-3-009-13 Mar 71 

AIRCkAFT Wr.SIO4AT,CN1 King 24 

DISTRLZSILD AIRCRAFT! battleory 315 

LOCATIOM: 225/50/10 vrA xc 6591 
EAVES! Ione 

19 Mar 71 

(6) At aprvoximately 0315Z, 1.) Mar 71, IC 24 was notiflod by a iAGVIty 
215 that Hillsboro had reported a Battleery airereft down at 225/ 
50/103. Mail 34 vas •n sseno and had reported a good shut.. I 24 
bad been working the Blade 71 gigaton in the Dale% area was unable 
to talk direetly to Hillsboro or Mail 34. At 03202 Millsboro reported 
&it 34 was is sontest with the survivor, kattleery )07. This sal' 
sign me later changed to Battlecry 317 and finally sonfirmed au 
Battlwery 313. A24, working throb Covey 215 te Hillsboro and to 
Medi 34 designated loll 34 ths On-ftwoe-Ccomooder sad requeeted SaR 
farces be launched frra Channel 77. At appsox1mate4 0334Z, 
34 rsqweeted CIOU 24/39, tape and Parmaye. Weather in ShR area was 
reported as 41H broken and workable ter ?Woe, by Nail 34. lbda ia 
formation vas passed te Noes end M.M4 vas lateraed that Jae* vas 
eantrelliss the mission. A 4 regvested a *MAP, $eeder CipeOmmem, 
iron NW, and Sandra tram Charnel 09 sad f). At 0342; I 44 
esepeeted Chop be vollasded sad be pet ea steadbp at Chasm& 09. At 
03472 insk eanfirand 1:::vis 9 and 10„ JO then i.'..4lmoomm from 
0banasI 09. At 03521 	34 talked with survivor sad relayed that 
he bed a broken WM end leg. Re was United is a sehli vs127, 10eva-
ties 1400 fast. Prima fraternities eetshatseed,Nail 34 Wising 
Fast levers as Rilleberea /Ana, BAR dloloote 340.1 (Prompoi), AAA 
tares* OD 123.1/38.9. Fast Alper bolding paint ostabLioned 275/95/ 
77 0 elaw ftwor belatoM Plat 215/40/17. SU tor Ml area fer MAX 
Foram s  (an 77 burr 9/1. 111, 44) 044 	(CU 119, amodY 0/04, 00 410/ 
63) 04,1g. At 04401 Sall 34 rspsrt.d se arena* firm sboarsod sod 
requireted laaatLes far a possible plain* attempt. Sant, 09 mould 
met he asetashad as IMF, Sandy 03 vam brietod by Mail 34 mod Via 
disigmated 0.0 at MIX Tbe survivor via ientasted n0oard sad 
tailgated his theeight he night pats eat inertly. Sandy 03 brielkod 
HAI tomes as 114.0(110 sad 123.1 (UP) end pause Alpha eamansmod o 

 *1 P5112. Panes Alpdmi was dissontiavad at MK boom* of interim 
gremad fire. The survivor did not reepomd to radio auU.. 40 A4 
telk veveral hits and reported 2 sremmanhers wounded. JO 64/73 itTi5 

82 	
.' 
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to CH 10, with Sandy 9/10 as an escort. AsAl 34 wao replaced by 
Nail 64 and began to put in Fast YONVT strikes. Emoke 41/42 was 
requested from CF 89 with bandy 05/06. JC 7467 requested frmn 
CH 77. Sandy 03 remained as C'SC Nail 64 requested Fast Movers 
with Nape and CIA,. Sandy 03 was queried as to the requirement for 
additiomal Smoke and agreed to urilact two Imre at CH 89 and hold 
for a later effort. Ringneck light was JAI the area with Smoke. 
Jack advised Sandy 01/02 would launch at 0800 from CH 73. From 
06002 to 0715Z Nail 64 put Fast Mover strikes in area. At 07032 
Nail 64 requested additional Fast Movers with *Snake and *Napo*. 
At 07151 K 26 wis briefed and sesummd AMC at 07232. 

King 24 Cremmombere 	 Reeouroes 

AO/AMC Major Soroka 	 Flying Leila 
CI 	1 Lt Bedwell 	 Battleery 

Major Host 	 Woltpatk 10/11 
RO 	TSgt Marts 	 Jury 302 
FE 	MSgt 0artman 	 Magic Stone 413 
FE 	TSgt Glasser 	Chippy 02 
LM 	Mgt NOPhoebers 	Woltpask 24 

Wolfpask 26 
Gunfighter 36 
liagnesk 

Additional Remerms 

sandles 3, 4, 9, 10 	 JO 44/73. 60/42  
PAC's Nail 34, 64 	 Tanker 123 

AMID J. $0401114 Major, MAI 
Airepart Ommender/4irborne Passim °amender 

I
._______ 

- 

Downg r2dod 
LL . 	 • 
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Ad6it1onal Comventi 

1. Initial communicatione nr ,A,le-s were e , t000nterc,d as 	24 was over 200 miles from the :•AR 8C€& 	vdio: ,nt3ot could riot NI es- tablished with either \41]1. 4 fir iiiI1BiJoirt, . 

2. L'Andy 09 had UHF protlenm nit hr..c; to be le.rked on 	and FY. this resulted in a slight delay in picKw ritt-mrt until :::andlOr 03 
WriF briefed by N.-ill L34 ano sEvumed 0-C. 

3. last Mover reeources were sent direotl: to tile strike frequencies instead of ehackin, in wjth K 24 on the -Ah dirste. Contact wjt Hillshoru could not be affecteo on the .:-;;,R discrete frequency. This Caused much cong•stion on the primary SAR frequency, 

sh 
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CONFIDENTIR 
STATEMENT 

SAR for Battle Cry 315, Sandy 09/10 Major Belt/Capt Taylor 

The information reported herin comprises a chronological sequence of events 
actions relating to the participation of Sandy's 09/10 in the SAR effort for 
Battlocry 315 on 13 Mar 71. Two flights were flown by these Sandy's while 
operating out of Channel 77. First word was received from Queen at approximate-
ly 03:301 directing a scramble. After engine start, and prior to taxi, a check 
with Queen, as requested by Da Nang Ground Control, brought word to cancel the 
scramble. Queen gave the reason as "the SAR ham been taken from our control" 
or words to that effect. Approximately fifteen minutes later a second acramble 
order was received and the aircraft launched at 04105Z aed proceeded to rendez-
vous with Jolly Green's 64/73 as directed. This was accomplished at approximate- 
ly 0:4:502. 

At thie time 'Cie: 24 requested thet Sandy 09/10 proceed to the survivors position 
to relieve Nail 34, the on scene commander. Sandy's 3 and 4 arrived at about 
the same time as 9 and 10, however, they had already begun their briefing with 
the Nail. Contact with the survivor was good. See Note One. Sandy's 9 and 10 
then proceeded beck to rejoin with Jolly Green's 64 and 73. Before reaching the 
Jolly's Sandy 3 requested that Sandy 9 return to the SAR area in preparation for 
a pickup attempt. This was done with the survivors position noted, the ingress 
route established and marked. Sandy 10, who 1.VIB with the Jolly's, was requested 
to Ing Jolly Green 64 into the Sar area. A real paeeie6 eear the survivors 
position was between the holding area and the IP which required the Jolly to 
cross the SAR area at altitude, then descend in a clear area west of the IP. Upon 
croe -ing trail, e 23mm fired at the Jolly who was then directed to remain high 
and . ..oceed to a holding point over a cloud deck a short distance west of the 
IF. The situation was then reassessed and a fast mover flight began striking 
the area of the 23mm and the pickup attempt continued. 

Jolly (keen 64 errived over the survivor without incident, but was driven off by 
small arms fire originating in the immediate vicieity of the survivor. He elect-
ed a second attempt only to be driven off again, this time with battle damage and 
two cacualties. Sandy's 9 and 10 escorted Jolly Green's 64 and 73 to the vicinity 
of Channel 303. At this time, King requested the Sandy's intentions.. (Sandy's 
9 and 10) Ho was informed the plan was to RIT to Channel 89. King requested that 
Sandy's 9 and 10 HTt.to Channel 77 and'execute a quick turnaround. This was accomp-
liseed, however, it was discovered that Sandy 10 had sustained minor battle damage. 
The aircraft was still airworthy. 

K. C. BELT, Major, USAF 	 Atch 4 Sandy 09 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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CONFIDENT 
STATEMENT 

SAR for Battle Cry 315, Sandy 01/02 Lt Col Dunwoody/Capt Lorenzen 

Saniy 01/0e were alerted for a possible SAR while on alert at Ubon. Following 
a seriee of phone calls Sandy 01/02 were scrambled at 1340 local and were airborne 
at 1400 local. King was contacted enroute and briefed that Sandy 03/04 were on 
scene with Nail S4. Sandy 04 briefed us that the survivor was injured and no 
voice or beeper contact had been made for 1 hour and that his body was 1$' south 
of the chute. Dee to lack of fuel Sandy 03/04 RTB'd. At this time two sets of 
Jolly Greens were lelding - Jolly Green 71 flight east of the survivor and Jolly 
Green 60 west. Sandy 09/10 had RTBId to Da Nang to refuel and Smoke 41 flight was - 
holding with Jolly Green 60 flight . We arrived on scene at 1445 and finally 
located Nail 64 who was working feet movers with Snake, Nape, and hard bombs. 
Sandy 01 took on scene command at approximately 1510 local and Nail 64 pointed 
out the chute. On numerous low level passes Sandy 01/02 could not visually see 
the survivor. Sandy 01 put down two M-47 -to duds for JP and "too far" marks and 
then proceeded to sprinkle CDU-25, 7.62 minigun and 20mm east and weet of the 
survivor and trolled for reaction. No ground fire observed at this time. Sandy 
01 then briefed Nail 64 to continue to work the area with fast movers. At 1600 
local Sandy 01/02 went back to trolling with no ground fire observed again. At 
1615 local Sandy 01 called for Jolly's 60 to come to final IP along with smoke 
aircraft. Since they were refueling, Sandy 01 briefed Jollys 71173 to expedite 
to IF since they were now west and available. They had scurried acrose the trail 
to the east unknown to King or low Sandys. Sandy 02 picked up Jolly 71 flight 
an eld them at the IP at 8,000 feet. The Smokes had trouble finding the scene 

but ultimately areived at the IF after help from Nail 64 and Sandy 02. Nail 64 
then RT3'd for lack of fuel and was replaced by Nail 12. 

San 05/06 along with Jolly 71/73, smoke 0. ' 42, and Sandy 02 1  were now all in 
position at the IF. Sandy 01 than had Smoke birds come in for the Smoke brief 
and were shown ehe survivor location. Sandy 05/06/02 stayed at IP-Sandy 05 was 
already familiar with the area and remarked that he needed no brief. At 1630 
local Sandy 01 brought all forces to guard freequency and after a small delay 
fieally got Jolly Green 71 to check in. At 1635 local Sandy 01 ordered Smoke 41 
flight be execute and Jolly Green 71 to follow in one minute. The Smoke pattern 
was laid south of the survivor on a straight line heading of 050 into the 060/ 
15 knot wind. The run was excellent with one small gap that Sandy 01 filled in 
with CBU-22 Smoke. Sandy 01 then pulled up over the survivor and told Jolly 
Green 71 to start slowing down and gave him GCA headings to the chute. The Jolly 
reached the area and Sandy 02, 05 and 06 were now in the Daisy Chain expending 
most ordnance to the 3 o'clock position. Sandy 01 dropped down and now joined 
the Daisy Chain. Jolly stayed in hover for 1-2 minutes but did not see the sur-
vivor. Jolly then took a volley of hits and egressed 180 °  to IP area. Sandy 02 
noticed a small hit in the right wing and waZ cheekee evee 	Sandy 01 who also 
had unnoticed battle damage. Sandy 01 ordered more fast movers and briefed Nail 
12 on the area to be hit. At 1715 local Sandy 09/10 arrived and were briefed by 
Sandy 01. Sandy 01/02 then expended remaining ordnance and took a few rounds of 
23mm from the road southeast of the survivor. Sandy 01 suggested to Sandy 09 
that use of Twiggy might be the answer and this was passed to King. At 1730 
local CSC was passed to Sandy 09 and 01,02 RTBtd to Channe 89 both with minor 
battle damage. We landed at NKP at 1815 local. 

RICHARD H. DUNWCOV4 Lt Colonel, USAF 
Sandy 01 

Atch 5 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
STATEMENT 

SAR for Battle Cry 315, Smoke 41/42 Capt Stewart/Major Nicholson 

Launched at 1325 ind proceeded to 020/88/82 to orbit with Jolly Green 67/60. 
Orbitted with them until they withdrew to the west for refueling. While Jolly 
Gre(n 62/60 were refueling we maintained our orbit at the original position. 

hc 6andy 01 stated that hewauld use 62/60 in an attempted' pick up, we 
started west to escort them. In the meantime Jolly Green 71/67 had slipped 
across the trail and were picked for a pickup attempt. This put us far out 
of position to the west. We had trouble locating the IP due to poor tacan 

in both birds and the haze. After reaching the IP we were briefed by Sandy 
01 on the situation and where he wanted the smoke. We layed the smoke mid 
were told to hold to the west. As we were proceeding back to the IP Sandy 
01 ask us to put 20mm along the road to the east which we did. After Jolly 
Green 71 was shot off we RTBId to 89 the to fool. 

JOHN W. STEWART, (apt, USAF 	 Atoh 6 
Smoke 41 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
STATEMENT 

SAR for Battle Cry 315, Sandy 05/06 Capt Smith/Col Weber 

Sandy 05/06 launched from NKP at 1415 Local on 13 Mar 71. As we were enroute 
King 26 advised us that Sandy 01/02 out of Ubon were ahead of us about 25 
minutes and would be relieving Sandy 03/04 instead of us. We were instruct-
ed to go across the trail and join with Jolly Green 71/67, which we did. 
Sandy 01 was preparing for a pick up so we brought the Jollys across to the 
Forward Holding Point. (Jolly 60/62 were refueling at this time) The area 
was clear and we could see the SAR area from this point. After the brief-
ing and smoke screen was laid, Sandy 02 led Jolly Green 71 in with myself 
and my wingman flying on either side of the Jolly laying down CBU. Approx-
imately 30 seconds after starting the hover, the Jolly called that he was 
taking ground fire from very close and was pulling out. He said one PJ had 
been wounded slightly. We escorted them to Channel 103, then returned to 
escort ,:;ollys 60/62 since no more Sandys were available. As we neared our 
Dingo fuel Smoke 43/44 assumed the Jolly escort and we went down and ex-
pended in the Ski area. We than RTB'd at approximately 1815. 

While we were in the SAR area I saw no gun fire. When the Jolly was in the 
hover.,.I saw the survivor's parachute but I did not see the survivor. I 
did not see the fire the Jolly was taking and he pulled out at the same time 
he called it. I did not hear him call the direction from which he was tak- 
ing fire. 

King 26 was using VHF 123.1 to brief the other Ring birdi and it Interrupted 
the communications between the Sandys considerably. 

MICHART. W. SMITH, Capt, USAF 	 itch 7 
Sandy 05 
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STATEME!.1. T 

SAR for Battle cry 315: 	Sandy 09/10 liaj selt/Copt Taylor 

At approxine, tely 09:00Z Queen directed Sandy 9/10 to again launch nnd proceed 
dire ly to the SA1 area. Upon arriving on scene Sandy 1, the on-scene-commander, 
comme.Aced briefing Sandy 9 in preparation for assuming command. This was delayed 
for asproximqtely 10 minutes while Nail 12 eirected a fast mover strike in the area 
of the survivor. The position of the survivor was confirmei by Seely 9 )  since he 
had alre-,dy be,n in the area, and command vile pqssed at a , proximitely 1030Z. There 
was no contlet with the survivor at this time. (See Note One) 

Ohne trolling the area for ground fire a 2 3mm came up just SE of the sur-vivors position. Neil 12 )  who h-d an ide where the gun wts located, was request-
ed to pu-; a fast mover strike on the position. This was accomplished, but re-
quired a lot of tine which was fast running out due to approaching d'irkness. 

Twigry hid been requested b: Slndy 1 and was on station, however, they re-
quired refueling by 1050z. Since they couldn't work in the aren while the strike 
against ',he 23mm xis underway, they were directed to proceed with the refueling. 
The strike was completed at aeproximately 1055Z. 

Veanwhile, Sandy's 5 & 6, who were escorting the Jolly's, had reached their 
bingo time. They were brought in to vork the area around the survivor. Sandy 10 
ws hrected to bring the Jolly Low into the SAR Area. King was requested to 
exnedite the arriv , 1 of the Twiggy since derkness was rapidly covering the area. 
Smoke 41 wls also directed to proceed to the SAR area. When the preparation of 
the area around the survivor was terainated, trolling began again. No fire was 
received. 

King then advised that the Twiggy birds were still on the tanker. Also, the 
Smoke aircraft arrived in the SAR area, so Chop was elected instead. Chop was 
then employed, but was not effective. (See Note Two) 

Smoke was then employed forming a corridor Cut Ube seproach of Jolly Green 73 to the survivor from the SW, however, by the time Jolly Green 73 arrived, which 
was excessive for some unknown reason, the smoke had moved clear of the survivors 
position and darkness had practically obscured the terrain. Jolly Green 73 was 
asked if he thought a hover we possible. His reply was hewould know that after 
he rem•hed a lower altitude. He was directed to immediately depart the area et 
the first indication of ground fire. (This was deemed appropriate due to the 
failure of the smoke and Chop) 

Since the corridor wes obliternted with smoke, Jolly Grocn 73 was brought in 
on the side of the smoke end turned into the survivors position. (The fires 
started by the WP bombs generated some smoke, but the bulk of the WI' smoke had 
blown clear of the! survivors position) Immediately upon artiving over the sur-vivor the area between 20 to 30 mete s from the survivor forming an arc of approx-
imately 270 degrees exploded with automatic weapons firing tracers. Jolly Green ' 
73 exited the area with one engine out and two casualties on board. The SAR 
effort for the day was terminated and Sandy's 9 & 10 escorted the Jolly's to a point 35 miles out of Channel 77, then RTBSId to Channel 89. 



CONFIDENTIR 
L, ',0E: Between n500:; nnd 0530Z the survivor WAS henrd on oevern1 occosiona to 

qsk that the recovery be expedited, that he 41;Le't know how much longer he could 
remain conscious. He 14. -: s asked to m-, intain recUo silence until further Hviseri, 
but to come -up ber2er if movement wns detected in his arel. Not long thereifter, 
he trnnsmiAted several times, which were unreadcble, followed by the statement, 
"Oh God No". This wls immediately followed by a short series of beepers. No 
further contact. The exact time of thee trnnnmissions is unknown by Sandy 9, how-
ever, they occurred prior to the first pick-up attempt. 

MOTE TWO: There were several factors which rendered the Chop ineffective. First, 
he vind was high, estimnted in the area of no. Two , rily kilie of the air-
rnft dispensed Chop, the other bombed the containers off. Three, the Chop dis-

i)ensed was too high and appenred incomplete, i.e. partially expended. The result 
Inia that the enemy in the immediate area of the survivor was not subjected to the 
effects of Chop. 

K. C. BELT, Kajor r, USAF 	 Atch 8 
Sandy 09 
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-totifIPP/7141 
SAR for Battle Cry 315 Smoke 43/44/Lt Anderson /Major Arnold 

Smoke 43/4 1/rnohel from Channel 89 at 1655L for a last light effort. We ar-
rived on the scene at 1735, at which time we relieved Sandy 05/06 and orbited 
with Jolly 60/62. Shortly there after one of the Jollies had a fire light and 
had to shut down an engine. They RTE'd and left the primary responsibilities 
to the Da Nang jollies. At approximately 1805 we went down to execute both our 
Chop and the Smoke. Sandy 09 showed us where he wanted the ordnance and we 
proceeded to expend. Due to an aircraft malftnction Smoke 430 CBU-30's bomb-
ed off. (NOTE) CBI' 30 makes a beautiful explosion when it hits the ground. 
Smoke 44 did a beautiful job however and put his Chrm2 right on targot. 
doubt that the Chop had any effect due to an approximate 20 kt wind. After the 
Chop was expended Sandy 09 wanted the Smoke. We set up two parallel smoke 
scleens running north east to nouth west with the survivor in the middle. The 
Jollies executed about:5 minutes after the screen was laid and due to the dark-
ness the smokes held high and stayed out of everyones way. As the Jolly came 
to a hover over the survivor what appeared to be three 12.7's or possibly MIAs 
opened up on the Jolly. All of the guns were extremely close to where the sur-
vivor was supposed to be. Due to the darkness and my distance away I cannot 
estimat,e accurately how close they were. With 20/20 hind sight I can Bay that 
we shouldn't have even tried but at the time we all felt that we had to make . 
one more attempt. The fact that the first set of Jollies had to go home set us 
back a little -;.ri that it took a pretty long time to get the other Jollies in 
the area. 

Theone problem that has really net us back is our inability to get A-1's and 
slowmover strikes to effectively sanitize the area around the survivor. 
think maybe we should develop some ideas on bow we could handle thib,probles. 

RALPH P. ANDERSON, 1LT„ OAF 
Smoke 43 

CARROL B. ARMJLD, Major, USAF 
Smoke 1414 Ateh 9 
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CONFIDENTI: J. '. 

1E0G(CC) 	 21 Mar 71 

SUBJECT: SARCO Report, Battle Cry 31!, 

TO: DO 

1. An uneuccesefal rescue effort was conducted on 13 March 71 for the pilot 
of Battle Cry 315. The aircraft, an A-7 from the USS Ranger, went down at 
approximately 1015L 13 Mar on the 225°  radial for 50U1 of Channel 103. This 
report covers those activities relating to the Sandys during the rescue 
attempts. All times are Thailand local. Sequence of events shown in attach-
ment 1. 

2. At 1030L, 13 Mar 71, a SAR vas declered for Battle Cry 315. The aircraft 
was downed in the Lam Song 719 area west of D-12, a parachute had been ob-
served and radio contact had been established with the survivor. The area 
was known to be hostile but had not been reported as being active in the past 
few days. The survivor was on the side of a 1400 1  hill in a valley and was lying 
in an op(n area. 

3, !ea he time the SAR was declared JACK scrambled Sandys 03/04 and Jolly 
Greens 60/62 from NKP as well as Sandys 09/10 and Jolly Greens 64/73 from 
Da Nang. These 1 2re the initial forces participating. A total of 18 sort-
ies were launched prior to termination. (Atch 2) 

4. .'eady 03 was the first A-1 on-scene commander, taking over at approxi-
mately 12051, after being briefed by King and Nail 34. The position of the 
survivor was pinpointed in an open field 10 feet down from his chute which 

was hanging in a tree. Radio contact with the survivor had established he 
had suffered a broken arm and leg in the ejection and was in poor conditiora 
In addition he could hear no movement around him. Sandy 03 and 04 made re-
peated trolling passes at tree top level during which no ground fire was de-
tected. Nail 34 had been putting in fast mover strikes against known 23mm 
positions. The survivor then came up voice indicating unfriendlies were 
approaching after which a beeper came on for approximately 10 seconds. This 
was at approximately 1230L and was the last traeaeleeion receivea from the 
survivor. Due to the survivors condition, this last transmission and the 
fact no ground fire had been received while trolling it was decided to at-
tempu a pickup. The on-scene commander elected to use Jolly Green 60-62, 
holding to the west, but was countermanded when Jolly Green 64 informed 
King he was going to make the pick up as the survivor was in his geograph-
ical rea of responsibility. King agreed. As a result Jolly Greens 64/73 
came across the trail at a different spot and lower than briefed by Sandy 03 
and got hosed by a 23mm. (Atch 3) When the jolly Greens got in position 
With Sandys 09/10 phase "D" was initiated. Jolly Green 64 made the run-in, 
sighted the chute and then the survivor. As 64 went into the hover and pre-
pared to lower tee PJ intense small arm ground fire was experienced from 
all ouadeante. 	did not call the direction of any fire until he had exited 
the immediate area so VIA Sandys were unable to pinpoint any source. Jolly 
Greee 64 stated he wanted to make another attempt. This was don 
be ariven off again with 2 wounded crewmembe 	• 	mons 
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CONFIDEN'i I; I 
RT6rd Channel 1C3 with Sandys 09/10 eccorting. (Atch 4) Sandy 03 then 
directed Nai1,47 to use fast mover strikes acainst the possible troop 
positicns and requested King to have replacement Sandys launched. Again 
repeated trolling passes were made expanding CHU but the cncmy could not 
be intimidated. Durine these passes the eurvivor was seen to be laying face 
down and motion CBS in the open completely without cover from the surround-
in e treelinos. Sandy 03 then briefed Nail 34 on the situation and RTB'd 
Channel 93 due low fuel. Enroute radio contact with Sandy 01 was establish- 

_nd the situetion briefed. Sandy 01/02 arrived on scene and after brief-
ing by Nail 34 assumed on scene connand at approximately 1510L. (ATCH 5) 
01/02 trolled the area for approximately one hour expending ordnance at 
irregular intervals but no ground fire was experienced. Fast mover strikes 
were being put in contineally by Nail 34. At 1615L the decision was made 
to make a pick up attempt. At 16351, phase "Bn was executed and smokes 41/42 
dropped their M-47 bombs to lay a straight line smoke screen south of the 
survivor. CATCH 6) San4ys 06/05 brought Jolly Green 71 down the chute ald 
all four sandys set up a daisy chain around him. 71 entered a hover over 
the survivors position but did not see him. 1 to 2 minutes after start of 
hover Jolly Green 71 started receiving heavy small arm fire and exited back 
to the IP with one casualty. (ATCH 7) More fastmovers were requested and 
Sandy 01 briefed Nail 12 on are as of ground fire. At 1730L Sandy 09/10 relieved 
01/02. 01 had requested Twiggy through King. Trolling for ground fire was 
once again accomplished and this time a 23mn SE of the survivor opened up. 
Fastmover strikes were requested for this gun. Darkness was rapidly approach-
ing no a last light effort was decided on. The Twiggy flight had arrived on 
station but were on the tanker when the fastmover strikes were completed. As 
the seeond Smoke flight had arrived it was decided to use Chop. (ATCH 8) 
All forces were brought into the area to prepare for a laat attempt. After 
the last fastmover strikes were terminated the Sandys once again began troll- _ 
ing at tree top level and once again no ground fire was detected. The Smoke • 

flight was then executed. On the first pass Chop was dispensed but was in-
effective. One reason was high surface winds and another, the second aircraft 
"Ieembed off the cannisters due an internal ralfunction. On the second pass 
a smoke screen was put down for the approach of Jolly Green 73. (ATCH 9) The 
Jolly Green was delayed for some reason and by the time he arrived the sur-
face winds had blown the smoke clear of the turvivor and day light was almost 
completely gone. The Jolly Green pilot was asked if he thought a hover would 
be possible. His reply was that howould know after he had reached a lower al-
titude. The Jolly Green was then brought in to one side of the smoke and turn-
ed torwards the survivor. Immediately upon arrival at the survivors position 
ground fire broke out from all quadrants concentrated on the Jolly Green. 73 
exited the area with one engine shut down and two casualties. This terminated 
the days efforts and Sandys 09/10 escorted Jolly Czcea 7; to a short distance 
out of 73 and then Mod 89 with the remaining forces. 

5. After debriefing all crews on scene, A-i's and FAC's, it became increas-
ingly doubtful that we still had an objective. The survivor had not been heard 
from since 123CL nor had he been seen siece sandy 03 left the scene. In addi-
tion the last transmissions would indieate the survivor was about to be cap-
tured. The Groundfire was becoming increasingly heavy from immediately around 
the survivors position and had been reported coming from as close as 60 feet 
Easy. After passing all information to JACK/JOKER we were directed to generate 
the normal ground alert force for the next day. Nail FACa would be in the our-
vtvors area dtLing the night and at firat light Nail 34 would make a visual 
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GONFIDENIki. 
chEck of the area to see if we did have an elaleotiao. This waa done the next 
morning with negative results. JOKER terminated the SAR for Battle Cry 315 
at 141654L Mar 71. 

6. 011 problems continue to repeat themselves. King 26 was once again uti-
lizing VHF 123.1 as a common frequency for mach things as briefing other King 
aircraft and for air to ground communicatior • The Sandy .  reported this hamp-
ered taeir communications considerably. The Jolly Greenfs on one occasion 
interrupted a Sandy Low briefing King and arbitrarily changed the plan in re-
gards to which Jolly Greens were to be used in an attempt. Without even con-
suiting the on-scene commander as the validity of this change King acquiesced. 
It must be emphasized the Sandy was the on-scene commander, not the Jolly Green. 
The reason for the Sandys decision was borne out when the Jolly Greens crossed 
the trail at a lower altitude and at a different point than briefed by Sandy 
irr wore fired on by AAA. The Joily Green's holding to the west did not have 
to cross any high treat areas to rf -h the survivor. 

The ground fire pattern on this SAR shows that we were up against a highly disci-
plined force. The fact that they only fired once the Jolly Green arrived over 
the survivor proves this. Due to the proximity of the ground fire to the 
suTvivor it is felt that the only way we could have sanitized the area was with 

slow mover strike aircraft and saturate it with BLU-52. How the strong surf ace wiLl 
would have affected the latter can only be guessed at. The next time a pattern 
like this appears the area must be thoroughly "prepped" and sanitized. It is only 
by the grace of god that at least one helicoeLel -- eaen , t lost cn this day. We can-
not be lulled by the lack of gunfire while trolling. 

Once again the SARCO and JACK both had an extremely hard time extracting any in-
formation from King. In one instance Bingo times for Sandys 03/04 had been pass-
ed 2 hours in error which could have caused a premature launch of replacement 
Sandy.E. Took 35 minutes to resolve that one. JACK needed the information just 
as much as we did. On another occasion King changed ETB destination of Sandys 
09/10. Jack passed this to us as being due to fuel. King had actually told 
them to go to Da Nang for a "quick turnaround" after 09 had said they were going 
to NKP. It had been requested that all A-1 1 8 RTB 89 due maintenance and arma-
ment considerations. Sandy 10 had minor battle damage. 

. On the first attempt the Jolly Green did not call ground fire until he was well 
clar of the survivor. If the Sandys are to be effective in gun suppression 

they need to know immediately when and where the fire is coming from. In addition 
the Sandys must expend something on each pass while in a daisy chain. Dry pass-
es do not help the jolly. 

WILLIAM J. HAGAN, Lt Colonel, USAF 
SARY7,114;1.1,.r 
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C 0 ItELNEV T I 
13 , 11:ARCH 1971 

10:$01 JACK called SAR declared 
by ground fire 225/50/103. 
with sur ivor. 
Launch Sidys 03/04 to "N" 
Generate 2 smokee. 

for Rattle Cry 315, a Navy A-7 1  downed 
Good chute and have possible radio contact 

orbit along with Jolly Greens 60/62. 

1043L JACK - Laanching Sandys 09/10 from Da Nang along with Jolly Greens 
64/73. Nail 34 is over survivor and has voice contact. 

10551 Sandys 04/03 airborne. No aircraft available for immediate up load 
as Smokes due BR Medevacs told eama to JACK. 

1105L Sandys 09/10 airborne from 77. ETA on scene 1135L. 

1115L Nail 34 Bingo time 1230L. 

1120L Major Smith, Heavy Hook, Hobos 20/21 diverted from PF to SAR and are on 
scene. Said can be used to attempt pick up when area is sanitized. 

1130L Hobos 20/21 holding in area but not being utilized. 

1135L King/Jack said to launch Chop, told them "no hab" (Reference 1055L entry). 
Earliest ETIC would be 13301 and that is just a 140 as both aircraft are 
out for maintenance. 

11361, Bingo times received for airborne aircraft 

Juily Green's 60/62 130014 
Jolly Green's 64/73 14501,  

1300L SANDY'S 	03/04 
SANDY'S 	09/10 15001. 

1142L Nail 34 on scene commander at 1C35L. 

11551. Survivor :ported to have broker. arm and leg. Requested Jack verify 
Sandy 03/04 Dingo time. Doesn't seem correct. If it is will have to 
scramble two more Sandy' a ASAP. 

1200L Nail :4 putting in fart mover etrikos. No ground fire reported. Twiggy 
requested by someone on scene but iq not availnhle 1-tght ncl-r. Sandy 09 
is having UHF problems, is bringing 03 flight down to replace him as CSC. 
Ringneck Smoke will be available in one hour. 

1225L Have been trying for 25 minutes to get confirmation on Sandy 03/04 Bingu 
times. Cannot get information from Kirg through Jack. King not talking, 

12261, Phase "A" initiated. Sandy 03 05C at 1205L. 

1230L ill forces pulling back due ground firc. 

12351 Sandy 03/04 revised Bing time 15001.. Determine later what happened. 

(11()14171DEIP 	11 ■1 ' 4 
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1240L Phase "A" 
	

CONFIDENIMM, 
1250L All forces pulling back again due ground fire direoL.ed at Jolly Green 64. 

64 was hit and sustained two casualties. 

1300L Launch Smoke hl/1a. 

1325L Smoke 41/42 airborne. Directed to launch Sandy s 05/06 to replace 09/10 
as Jolly Green escort, "N" orbit. 09/10 RTB 1+30 early for fuel. Cannot 
determine why. King will not pass any information. Had earlier request-
ed all aircraft RTB 89 due maintenance/ordnance coneiderations. 

1350L Sandy 05 needs maintenance on compass. 

1400L Sandys 05/06 ready to start engines. 

1410L Last contact with survivor reported as 1230L. 

11a5L Transmitted MIT coordinates to Jack. xc 645825. Received from Nail 34. 
Sandys 05/06 airborne. 

1,43514 IC, 0, 1elt 3  5midy 09, called from Da Nang. Had escorted Jolly Green's 
with casualties back there. Was asked intentions by King and when he 
said RTB 89 as requested he was directed to land Da Nang and turnaround. 
Sandy 09/10 were not low on fuel as originally passed to Jack. 

1442L Sandy 03/04 RTB 93 due fuel. ETA 15211. Sandy 09/10 ETD 77 1600L. 

1500L Sandy 07/08 being delayed at Bien Hoa to upload stub tanks. Had jettisoned 
them day before in another SAR. 

1532L Sandy 01 on scene commander. 

1961.„, Sandy q8.4  rough runnine: euinet  oil temp high oil pressure low, RTp 
Bien Hoa. 

1545L Smoke 47 '44 cocked. 

1625L Phase "A" 

16301, Attempt aborted due ground fire directed at Jolly Green. Jolly Green 71 
hit in windshield and one PJ injured. Source not sighted. Survivor not 
sighted. 

1655L Smoke 43/44 airborne. 
Sandy 09/10 airborne out of 77 at 1625. 
Sandy 05/06 Bingo 1745L. 

1720 Sandy 09 on scene commander. 01102 RTB 89. 

1825 Phase "B" 

1835 Phase "Pt terminated due ground Sire directed at Jolly Green 73 whoeXited 
the area with one engine shut down and two casualties. 
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CONFIDENI I, 
1845 Darkness. Ail forces RTBId. N, 1 .5 1411 be overhead all night z 

2100 Nail 34 win make visual check at first light to see if we have an objective. 
Otherwise w1.11 be normal Nature tomorrow. 

-4/18451, SAR terminated by Joker. 

Itoh 1 

CONFIDENT 

Robert1
Line

Robert1
Line



CONFIDENT It_t 
FLY110 SCHEDULE  

13 Mar 1971 

CALL 
PILOT 	SION 	ATD 	ATE 	 REMARKS 

ra- ur 
DUNWOOD1 
LORENZEN 
LYON 
OBERLIN 
SMITH 
Ca. WEBER 
SINGER 
KILAND 
BELT 
TAYLOR 

SWJART/ 
YOUNGBLOOD 
NICHOLSON 
ANDERSON 
ARNMANISE 

LYON 
OBERLIN 
BELT 
TAYLOR 

01 
02 
,-;3 
04 
05 
06 
07 
05 
09 
10 

1400 
1400 
1055 
1055 
1415 
1415 
1510 
1510 
1105 
1105 

4.3 
4.3 . 
4.6 
4.6 
4.8 
4.8 
.7 
.8 
3.0 
3.0 

On Scene Commander 

On Scene Commander 

Sympathetic Abort 
Air Abort Rough Engine 
Da Nang 	- Da Mang 

R 	 11 

SMOKE 

41 1325 - 4.0 

42 1325 4.0 
43 1655 2.6 
44 1655 2.7 

SMUT 

03 1655 .8 PriB from Ubon 
04 1655 .8 it 	 U 

09 1625 3.4 On Scene Commander/bNOMP 
10 1625 3.4 R 	11 	

" 

Atch 2 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
STATEMENT  

Battle Cy 315, BAR 	 Sandy 03/04 Lt Lyon/Capt Oberlin 

We were launched on the SAR at 1055 the morning of the 13th, on the way to the 
area King 24 gave us a complete rundown of who Fee on e eeec and elate resources 
were immediately available. We had two Jolly Green's east of the route and two 
west, which later proved to be a mistake. All of the Jolly Green's should have 
beee held to the west. Sandy 09/10 were escorting the Jolly s and after arriving 
on scene and getting abriefing from Nail. 34 I ssumed on scene command. The 
downed pilot was in bad shape due to a broken trm and leg as well as feeling he 
was going to pass out. He was located about 2 kilometers from the nearest route 
in an open field. His chute was hung in a tree and he was 10 ft down the hill from 
his chute, to the best of our kncwledge he was brought down by a 23m gun on a 
strafing pass. When I got there Nail 3h was petting strikes in against the gun. 
After hearing the survivors condition and that no movement was around him, I de-
cided the sooner we could make the pick up the better. With the Nail working 
strikes, I set te trolling the area which gave me negative results. I could get 
no ground fire from the survivors immediate area. After numerous passes Sandy 

04 heard the survivor say °come and get me, come and get me, they are coming" and 
thcs a beeper. Battlecry 314 broke in and said the survivor was just nervous 
and wanted out. I believe the survivor was being pressed by the hostiles at the 
time because that was his last radio transmission. I decided to attempt a pick 
up at this point figuring maybe the survivor held passed out. I was going to use 
Jolly Green 60/62 being they were west of the route and wouldn't have to cross 
the road network oast of the survivor. Jolly Green 64 then in no uncertain terms 
informed King he was the primary bird due to the geographicel location of the sur-
vivor within Laos. King then said we were to use Jolly Green 64/73. I brought 
Sandy 09 in and showed him the exact location of the survivor and then sent him 
back to the helicopters. Sandy 04 placed a M-47 bomb safe on top of the karat 

east of the road and I placed one vest of the survivor as an IP I then briefed the 
t;andys and Jollys I wanted then to start at the eastern M-47 and fly to the western 
one at 10,000 ft or above as they crossed the road. Upon reaching the IP they 

were to descend and head 065 0  to the survivor. A PJ was to be sent down to assist 
the survivor. Somewhere along the line the Jollys got toofer south and low cross-
ing the road and a 23mm gun opened up on them. We finally got things set up and 
executed the pick up phase. The Jolly found the chute and sighted the survivor. 
He had stopped in the hover when he received intense ground fire from all quad-
rants and pulled off. Jolly Green 64 then said he wonted to make another attempt 
so we tried again only to get the co-pilot and PJ shot up. I sent 09/10 and the 

r elly to Channel 103 and started Nail 47 working fast mover strikes against the 
troop positions. Ile then requested more Sandy's be launched to replace us. We 
started trolling the area dropping CBU but no one would shoot at us. Somewhere 
during this time Sandy 03 took 4 hits but didn't know it until later. At this 
poJat I saw the survivor for the first time laying motionless just down from his 
chute. On 2 subsequent passes I observed him but he never moved. We then brief-
ed Nail 64 on the whole area so he could brief Sandy 01 when he arrived on scene. 
We then RIB'd to Channel 93 for fuel. On the way home I gave Sandy 01 a compiete 
briefing of what we had done. 
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CONFIDENT 
MITAKES: First, I let 'cang talk me into using the Jolly Green on the eastern 

aide of the route thus making them a target as they crossed the road. 

Second, the Jolly Green never called off ground fire until he was 
well clear of the survivor. Wa had no way of knowing where it was 
coming from or even that he was being ahot at. 

Third, when a daisy chain is formed, ordnance should be laid down 
everytime a Sandy makes a pass. Dry passes don't do the Jolly 10.4Y* 
good. 

THOMAS J. LYON llir• USAF 
Sandy 03 

WILLIAM C4 OBERLIN, CaPt y  USAF 	 itch 3 
Sa _' 04 
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DAM! 13 Yar 	 19 tAr 71 

miI:4; '''T!YbZKt 	 1%I. 71 

'A4. 	 T: mttllery )1') 

AIhChAr1'GivA1jA: King a 

LCCAI:ON: a5/50/103 UT M AC bY;i1 

f;AVLF1 None 

(S) Xing 26 departeci Channel 71 	04,1! and ,a-tetfec;ed stet of '..JAn- 
nel 77 where mission, Battlecry 315 w& tn 12rogrfa undtr tLc 
borne control control of King 24. Arriveu on scwle ;1 ''155z. and initittv 
an orbit on the 270.20-60/77. 	e monitorea .1;, effort underws..• 
which involved a pickup attempt v Jolly Green's 6i./73. 

At 0602Z, reoeived a Mayday call from ChancE 	an Army iieliCOILAT, 

which was going down 2N11 South of the Anvil, 3orth of he 
Contacted Passer 20 on Guard and designated the pilot CC 	06!)77. 
At 0611Z, Passer 28 established communications wtth Lotue 20 and the 
latter aircraft effected the pickup of the 2 survivors at 062Q. 711A, 

 survivors were'airlifted to Kb. Sanhe Loyai 12, 14 and 21 a.'-ong wttn 
Passer 20 and his wingman maintained gunshir ci.ver of the area dur'ne 
the SAR 

Resumed orbit West of ON 77 at 06401 and monitred the escort of vG 

64 by JG 73 to CH 103. Assumed control of at -.1rdry mission 3.1; at 
0715Z and received the following information fro:r. King 241 

(a) FAC on *sone was Mail 64 

(b) 0.S.O. was Sandy 03 

(0) Position of survivors was 225/50/10„ or UTM(XC 6591). 14e 
was located in a valley at the 1400 foot level :ust 10 feet south of 
his chute. 

(d) Condition of survivor included a broA.en arm and le& and he 
lay near unconsciousness (Moving very rarely). 

(e) Enemy disposition -- hostile gun fire encircled the survivorf 
position with 23Nks, 37NMs an a suspected 57r'4 in the arae. 

! t -....^.■...■..--.-...-- 	wr... 	 

. ..--■■■•••■•••=111=1.,•=1... ..............■= 

	

...r0-  S8Fr 	iDowngrnded at3 Year intc 1 	ECR 	
• • G.ROUP-4.  

r .  T • '' 
• Decizfssified 'aPer 12 .year.. 
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SECR ET  

(f) Resources on scene 	Sand-ion L 	nd 04 on eaene nrid Jolly 
Preen 60 and 62 holding 020/80/82. 

(g) Last oommunleaLon with burvivdr occu.red at 0525Z. 

(h) Weatherl 40-60 broken vAs 10NY aLtf..meter 29.95. At 07151, 
Sandy 03. (6C, nAde 3 parses over the downed *Irian and no movement 
was •beerved on the part of the 5;urvivor. ,;s146( advised at 071Z that 
Sandyv 05 and Oh writ airborne from CH 69 and their 6TA to the SAR 
scene was 07452. Alec, Sandys 01 and 02 were )ff CH 89 at 0721Z 
*etiolating the area at 0400Z. 

Sin** Jolly Groan 64 had rec•ived intense Frond fire on the initial 
pickup attempt, Sandy 03 and Nail 6,4 put in additional Fast Mover 
strikes to eanitice the area. The pilot of Jolly Green had indieated 
that poet of the ground fire directed at biz Rircraft nad come trim 
‘44,  Northeast and Northwest quadrants relative to the survivors' 
ttoition. Further, he stated ttat he took fire from as close as IWO 
feet; therefore, air strikes were concentrated North of the survivors' 
position. 

Sandy's 05 and 06 arrived on *sone at 07452 and were directed to 
rendesvems with Jolly Green's 71 and 57 'title& had taken off from Ch 
77 and were eetinating 2?0/40/77 at 0730Z. Unites 41 and 42 arrived 
at 0200/$2 at 0730e and at 000a Jai* advised that Twiggy was bating 
uploaded. ling 23 refueled JG's 60/62 at 0130C. Sandy 01 assumed 
OSC at 00322 and at 041444 Jack relayed that Cobras 9 and IC were ea-
route with Twiggy. Stades 03 and 04 ITS CH 93 ra 0021Z. 

After studying the •ituatien on the ground, Sandy 01 sleeted to pea 
La 	 Yd erawdaaa Otrites to foother soften up the veal Cobras 
9 and 11 with Twiggy were sent bees Wawa the envireon4nt VM4 
the** to he paroiseive, 

At 092,16 061.17 Oramoe 71 and 57 supported by Vandys 01, 021) 01 and 
OA, and Smehae 41 sad 42 wads a ***and rooms attempt. Apia the 
primary gimlet, this tine, Jolly 71, rooeived intense ground firs 
and had to wilhdraw with battle damage to 011 103. The %opal* and a 
P.J. were waded while hovering now the werviver sits. This pilot 
indteated that he let dawn on the survivor rasing to the Semi!' with 
bia game pointing to the North -- the preview, arse at fire. Sub-
segoombly. ground fire everted frciatte last end South as aloes as 
300 feet. The fire appeared to be small arse and it orginated frois 
above the rick. lines to the last and South. The pilot asaalledod 
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that from the 1.P. in, his aircraft had taken oftl) I round. 

Jolly Groan 71 max assorted to CH 103 by ;0 67 417e .endys 05 and 06. 
Ell 1010t. Smokes 41 and 42 RTE Ch 89 i,JA 09474. 

After the sesond dasueoessful attamt, 6anOy Ca and hail 12, put in 
further air strikes to sanitize the area to trie Seutthnnd last. At 
0937Z, heft advised that Twiggy would 'De ava14Lls again in 40 min-
utee. laumeb oecurred at 1018Z auoard Cobra 11 night. 

sandyea 09 and 10 and Smokes L3 and 44 arrivrod fn tbe area at 10204 
Sandy 09 assumed 08C and 01 and 02 ICE CH 89 &TA 11I3Z, iaek advised 
at 110372 that additional Sandy rasouro•e were oat available. Sandys 
05 and 06 arvived bask on soene at 10502 and were dirested to bold 
hoods vith Jellys 60 4184 62 holding 020;00/02. hequostad additioaal 
'low mover airerait tree Millsboro, but AACCC could not produos 
needed reeoureee• At IOW, Twiggy was over the seems aboard Cobra 
11 bet use held sins* seft,ining aetion was still in progreoa. 

At 10522, .70 62 had fl fire varning light illunieate and fl engine 
1168 shut dom. Beth 60 end 62 RTVCR *9 STA lam. At 110028 00tra 
11 Flight man retooled. Smokes 43 and 44 expendod Chop in the survi-
vors area at 1114Z and Immdea 05 and 06 ITS CM $9 STA 11502. At 
11352, the seen* MOA prepared far the final last light attempt. 
Cobra 11 Flight was just reterning from' the tailor and tin, wee not 
wasilohlo te nee then before the last light effort. Tha Vbrust moa 
epeorheeded Or Sandra 09 and 10 aad Boone. 4) and 44 in support et 
Ws 7, old 70. 40114 73 Ishii* appreaabing a hover ever the enret. 
merle poaltianssdrivmn off by fieree fire amd the aireraft 
drew to OR 103 mith fl anigine shot amt. lbe pilot and a P.J. ware 
injuredis the attempt. 'ha *row did not see the survivor net his 
ehmtto sod indicated that the groused fire erupted frau bemeath the 
halteepter as it hovered approximately 60 feet from the survivors , 

 peeities. Senire 09 and 10 escorted the striders 73 and •toter 
ship, 70. to 103, Slag 26 monitored the eeeert elooely until lauding 
vas 'Meted at 122014 Then, Stades 9 mod 10 N'S CH 09 at 1215t 
STA 12451. Mail la 121 CH 09 at 114,1 STA 1220Z. King 26 hooded ter 
ON 72 arrivimg at 1,45Z. 

As a final note, with the lest light effort a failure Sandy and 
Sias 36 terminated the $AR for the der. ling 26 rigmeetod Oemn Sap 
duriag the night to maintain elestronie ourriellanee. 
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Cuattightor 03 
Falcon 81 
k1in.k9, 96 
Canasta 411 
Carnal' 501 
'dawn 57 

4o1fpack 26, 27 
Wolfrook 38, 39 
Gunfighter 60 
Cobra 03 
Chip 412, 413 

i SECRET 
*IP 

Wing 26 Orowliovbern 

ACA* Lt Col Spilnoth 
CP 	1 L% Lwrano 

jr reDonwld 
RC 	Mgt Koahl•r 
FE 	Wit Real 
Fl 	Mgt Flolcictr 
LK 	'Mgt Pattfrrr'n 

ettum Fore** 

oro 	into* 

J014 Grooms &D o  62, 71, 57, 73, 70 
3and7fe 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10 
Srokee 41, 4?, 1,3, 44 
King 23 
Kinz 26 
FAC etilized: nal 64, 12 

(_ 

'SUM 	t,PZIACTH, Lit Colonel, tuff. 
sir 	seranserisixtmorns Madan Cosimsdar 
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To: 	Bob =,apointe, rlapointe 
From: jim Scott, INTERNET::Idscott@jps.net  
Date: 4/7/99, 	1:5E 2M 
Re: 	Thanks for the reply 

Thank you to the reply upon receiving that stuff. You don't have to 
return the clipping on Dave Rhody. Con 't know where it come from I do 
have a copy. The reason I sent the original is it has a base team 
spdrts standing on the back and by looking at that you may be able to 
figure where it came ftni by the units mentioned. 

I .  will go into a couple of other tnings that happened while I was 
there that you may be able. tc use. You can varify/get more info on 
these from Swerve ie dates etc. 

A Navy aircraft hno Pf-::n shot down lust South of Tchepone Lacs where 
the t.fail crosses on the evening of 12 March 71. Swerve and I were on 
alert the next day on the high bird. Malor Frank Pehr was the-Co Pilot 
of the low bird Steve Rhody r>ave's son) was his #2PJ cant remember who 
the other 2,3 was. You Could see the survivors parachute and he had been 
inlured. just as noon 41s thdy were in a hover with ::he CIPJ in the door 
co the penatfator all lie]: broke loose Major.Pehr took a round throuq 
his thigh cutting the femoial arLeCy. C.01 Brown the pilot started 
pulling Out Screaming tut the Sandys to come and lead him out, but the 
Sandy had spilt 	 fou: wend and no one came to his aid but us. I 
had never seen anything 	he that from the Sandys before nor did I ever 
soot them skip out agan. Rnoay stunk his Linger in the hole to 
help stop the blood flow. We took ham back to Quang Tri where an Army 
dust ;:it tok him out the 24anLuary : Hospoal ship we didn't know 
that they nad 	tht: 	 Tri. 
We went back to DaNan7 while another one of out 5.3s went in and got, 

shot off. In the early after noon the survivor had told the SAR forces 
noti  to try any more lust Bumb the hell out of him because he was just 
ball that_ they were set up around him and suckering the choppers in for 
an easy kill. Later in the afternoon the survivor screamed "OH MY GOD 
NO" and that was the last that was heard from him. 

We had by now made an down to aifa 1 low and back we went. It was 
:ust dusky dark when. :.bey decided to send us in far a last dtch effort 
to try and get him. They brLfed us thut ann Al was going to drop some 
Blcui-52 and we sould ail war our gas Masks. T was the it 1 PJ ana 
a.o:O :Jae pilot that 1 would stay on xy tun until we were in a hover and 

get.':.1:v1 hammered. As we settled into a 'hover they pooped a flair 
above us and all hell broke lapse.. lienry Kirk on out high bird sa .ld it 
was beautiful to .Loo 	/\11 cur -r. ...ii.es sending solid streams of 
.taces and tnc: bad gUys sending a:1 d:f . ferent colored tracers at us. I 

felt some:11:nn hit my leg :tnd abet:7 that. same time tfte pilot Col Harry 
Copoc: - thrt.e :ard he had been h:t. and th;, ,.1. we had an engine shot out and 
may he going in as We pulled off. I smelled fuel and there was Smoke 
Inside the tur,elag. 	1-.;oked bank at Swerve end he was hammering away . 

The f - cot at :- 111 - . .. -.:hoppe was. awash wi.Ln some kind of liouid.the whole 
word was on tir. 	a: 1::.f:E,oted Ln ::te liquid running towards the 
ramp. We n..id smakt.,tue_, end T expected next wake up dead. Thank gocilwe 
were 	a 	because no 14-3 oi B model would have had the Dower to 
;:orrie out. when the pilot was hat he called for the co-pilot but none of 
us could get him to respwid. It turned cut his intercom had been shot 
out. The pilot had been ht:. with shrapnel in both his arms and hands. 
I had it in my tight 1e(5 calL. 
Our drop tanks had the foam In them so we kept them on for protection. 

they were full of toles. "th sme:1" :.he engine wiring had ben shot out 
"the smoke" and out 5 gallon water can 'rad been blown to heck "the 
fluid" 

AftA:r we got to a sate altitude and back to SVN we started clearing 
all the weapons. Zwerve and I were stanoing about half way Lc the ramp 
when took :its (:7PR -l7 



Pulled back to bolt to e)e(_77 ts round in the chamber, let. it go forward 
and then took out the magazine out. and pulled the trigger as we always 
did. Thank god the barrel was rointing towards the open ramp When it 
shot. The plane made a few sudden lerkF; then the pilot asked what was 
that. I said cook off sir. Get with swerve and have him go over this 
and see how his memory sees it t.hat s i you can or want to use any ot 
it. Please confirm abou: the Sandys with him. We had seven people 
wounded that day. 

I'll send you sortie more stutt that is comIcal later. 

Sco tty 

- 	Tn:Hret Header 	 
Sender: ..7dscoUjajp.-.:.net 4 
Received: from smtp5.1p:-;.net smzp5. -Ips.net  [209.63.224.557) 

by hpdmgaaa.compuserve.com  (8.8.8/8.13.8/HP-1.1) with ESMTP id.RAA2.2841 
for <rlanointe@compuserve.com>; Wed, 7 Apr 1999 17:56:56 -0400 (EDT • 

Received: trom 'Ts.net (;.10'-.. 142 41 	 :209.142.46.60]) 
by smt.p-ips.ne:, 	t I.C./8.8.5) with ESMT? id XAAl2607 
for <!lapo:nte@ccmpuserve.com >: Wed, 7 Apr 1999 23:03:19 -0700 (PDT 
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From: Jim Scott <ldscott@ips.net › 

Moz.illa 4. CA :eh: iW;r95; U) 
MIME-Version: 
To:. Bob Lapointe ..Llapointe@olrmuserve.com > 
S -Jblect: Thanks for thc: r(Iply 
Content-Type: tcxtipiain; charsus-ascii 
Content Transter-Encodin: bit 

2 



39Do S EC it ET 

  

22 Mar 71 

Battlecry 315 Mission 

    

3ARRGp/3JRCC (Lt Col Rodloff) 

With reference to our tele-conversat or on a) Mr 7 1, the following is 
submitted in addition to my mission narrative. CT 1 Mar 71, King 24 
was working the search mission for 1i1ade 71 in thi Delta area. At ap-
proximately 0351Z King 24 was notififA by a Covey FAC (215?) that Hills-
boro reported A7 nattldcry aircraft was down at 25C/50/103. Nail 34 
was on scene and reported a good chute. Becauee or :he distance involved 
(approximately 265 miles) King 24 could not estaLl'sh radio contact with 
either Hillsboro or Nail 34. Shortly therafter, approxizately 0320Z, 
the Covey relayed from Hillsboro that Neil 34 had radio contact with the 
survivor. Xing 24 at that time directed Hillsboro via the Covey FAC to 
designate Mail 34 the OSC and requested Jack to launch the SAR Forces 
from CH 77. King 24 then requested a MIGCAP, IRON HAND, Border Clearan-e 
and additional Sandy's from CH a9 and 93. At 032R2, King 24 received 
information that the survivor was injured but conscious and that Nail 
34 was requesting CBU 24/29, Nape ani Paveways. The reported weather In 
the area was 4/8 coverage and workable for Paveways. King 24 continued 
north and did not have radio contact with Nail 34 until approxieately 
0400Z. Contact was •stabliehed on Hillsboro's strike frequency (UHF). 
At 04062 Jack passed an ETA for Sandy 9/10 as 0435Z. Nail 34 was putting 
in Fast Mover strikes at this time. At approximately 0415Z another Nall 
?AC (47?) WKS up on the strike frequency and advised he had two Hobo's, 
20/21 and 2 CH-53'e in tho area. King 24 did not have radio contact 
with the Hobo's, but Mail 34 advised one Of the Hot-o's was SAR qualified. 
At 0415Z, King 24 was holding 271:V20-50/77. JO 64/73 ETA for holding 
point was eetabliehed at C435Z. Sandy 03/04 EU was 0455Z with JO 60/62. 
At approximately 0434! Nail 34 talked with the survivor and reported he 
was hurt but calm. He then asked King 24 where the Sandy's wars. I ad-
vised him that I would get 3andy 09 up on UHF for briefing as I intended 
for Sandy 09 to become the OSC for the pickup attampt. There was about 
a 5-10 minute delay as Sandy 09 had UHF problems and I couldn't get him 
up for the briefing. At this point Nail may have maid something about 
the Hebo's and I indicated the Sandy's and JO were ready as soon as 
could get them up. Sandy 03 came up and said he was in the area and I 
believe Nail 34 said 'Late get with it' - Sandy 03 said •I'm waiting on 
King. N I told Sandy 03 to cams on in and get briefed by Nail 34, which 
he did. There were several Collard transmissions with the survivor, one 
of which was a Battlecry aircraft. At 0505Z Sandy 03 was appointed OSC 
and procoeded with the first pickup attempt with Sandy 04, 09/10 and JO 
64/73. At no tin* prior to the time indicated do I recall getting in-
formation from Nail 34 that the area was permissive and that he wanted 
to utilise the Hobo's end CH-53's for a pickup attempt. 

RONALD J. SOROKA„ Na 
Aggistno, ,-)ocra 
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MAJ PEER Is; ra 8th MODER OF THE 
37th ARRS 

TO RECEIVE  A  PURPLE HEART FOR 
"BATTLE CRY 315" 

4AJOR FRALK FEHR MAKES A SW& AT 
THE VALLEY PR/OR TO HIS 
MEDEVAC BACK TO THE STATES 
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