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01 . 6 Mar • 1, .;Ifi ,7,k() 43 & 44 'were 2aunehcd in i:vpport o2 	SAri 
plready in priv;;:o for ooven downnd aircrew mebors. Airborne at 
1150 local Smoke flight arrived in the are at rpprmcillrltoly 1245 
t:oily 72 fnkd h 	1n; ,tn worl) holding alone just oputh of th::: C;AR 
and I ;toi to Kinr; that to Ctookos hold with them and of:or any 
f.G3miainee needed. Thin was alvouved and E,;ne:ze flight joinci the Jolly's. 
Sandy 11 wau on 500110 commanianr, and he and 11:::9-icr 55 wcrc working 
movor otrikoa in the nrna. At zo.)proximatelY 1400 local Sandy 11 re-
(:1;c4 	n -' .e 	I. . joln 	 po.. a  101,;,,zi ni:: 	thr, 
survivors location a),(1 'tiAo rogni-i!ed 7)(n;ition of to .;;zeioko :;eraen. This 

acceio:Ilishod nld ..00kr; fliht 	dry run through t'ae area to 
petnt the Ow;ird postiOn nnd develop:: the Iluired 
thon returned to hold with the Jollys. At aperoximately 1500 local 

Sndy 11 wno 1 rinr for a pi.e2on,1 attolnnt. Thf.r, attuAI,It VAS abortd, 
however, Juut pficw to the Jolly rim in due to roae'4ed ground fir. 

appro;dmately 1530 local Sandy 11 tz 12 	forced to RTB for 21;01 
m-10, ;;;noko 43 	44 re;qained with the jellys 	SanZy-13 When 
.;ndy 13 nrrivod in thn are, Siaoka 43 briefed him on the :ituation and 
albsoquently took him into Qc arca and pinpointed the survivors. ::;:aciko 
flight then nliado two strafing pasnes on s.uspectd ground fire positions. 
nd RTBId channel 89 duo to fuel. Landing Was at 1650 local. 
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SARTF SANDYs in 
lie Ope*ons Officer for the 1st SOS at NKP in 

Ofe;e7:170, before taking over command of 
P:eee ..ivadrori ih early 1970. I flew the A-1 Skyraider on 

whith isn't very impressive considering that „ 
eeeeee3f the guys in my squadron had well over 100 
'eeeeeefrIrS'. 

calI one search and rescue mission that had all 
eeeneredients of a Hollywood script. It took place in 

Meeee: 1971, as part of Operation Lam Son 713, an 
leteereeon into Laos by South Vietnamese kmy troops 
ewe:A across the DMZ towed Tchepone. In the 
010e of this action, a US Army Huey, callsign WITCH 
b.0.0.4jR 05, was monitoring the action of a group of 
Alzlieei.N,:senior officers. They were touring the front lines 
leeee:1:e.e,yond the advancing ground troops. 

Zl 'iesing on Tchepone, the Huey was hit by North . 	. 	. 
eeee:tieeenese (NVA) anti-aircraft fire, and was forced 

an area immediately adjacent to a group of 
felk-1:k:eoops. The Huey crew and the passengers 
eeeteeeeeeteteemselves from the wreck of the chopper, 
4etleiee :e0n old bomb crater that was near the main 

ilIe:e'neelMinh Trail) out of Tchepone. We launched 
iteit!UPTR:f6rce on 5 March and headed toward the 

Wee we were en route, a couple cf forward air 
reeelt:elere bringing in some Navy and Maene  

fighters to soften up the area prior to our attempted 
rescue. One of the Marine A-4 Skyhawks was shot 
down, which created another SAR effort. One of our 
'Jolly Greens' was diverted to the downed Marine 
pilot and we got him out without too much trouble. 

However, while the rest of the SARTF force was 
working on the WITCH DOCTOR mission, one of the 
SANDY A-1s was hit by ground fire and started to 
burn. The pilot, First Lieutenant Chuck Tipton, used nis 
'Yankee Extractor device* and got out of the aircraft at 
a very tow altitude. The 'Jolly Green' that he'd been 
escorting swooped in and picked him up in less than a 
minute. The 'Jolly Green' pilot then made an 
immediate turn and went straight back to NKP with 
Tipton aeoard. 

In the meantime, another US Army Huey, callsken 
DOLPHIN, decided that he could probably sneak in and 
pick up the WITCH DOCTOR crew and passengers. He 
mede a rather vertical approach to the area, which 
made hen an easy target for the NVA anti-aircraft and 
was hit several times. He did make it out of the area, 
but his co-pilot was very badly wounded. 

The call went out for another SAR force to launch 
out of NKP. That was me - - SANDY 02. SANDY 01 and 
myself, along with a third 'Jolly Green' helicopter, left 
I\ KP end headed directly for the area of WITCH 

(e u 	/4 eche ?  

DOCTOR. When we arrived, we found we weren't 
alone, as several other A-1s had launched from Da 
Nang to support our effort. These guys were armed 
with smoke and CS gas dispensers. 

The en-S'Oene SAP commander ordered the smoke 
and gas to be put down, and our team started the 
approace to the WITCH DOCTOR crew, but the area 
was still too hot. Lots of heavy anti-aircraft (AM) fire 
started to blossom around both my flight and the 'Jolly 
Green'. As soon as the MA opened up, the 'Jolly 
Green' beat a hasty retreat, and stood by, out of range 
of the big guns. My flight started working over the 
NVA gs..n positions that had shot us off our mission 
SANDY 01 killed a ZSU (23-mm twin-mount on a tank 
chassis) that MS -tear WITCH DOCTORs oosition. 
got a 37-mm gun that had set up about a mile away. 

Since the area was still very hot, and darkness 
was approaching, the decision was made to abandon 
the effort for the day. Before we left,  one  of our 
younger pilots, who had been working on a scheme to 
air deliver supplies to downed personnel, decided to 
give his idea a try. He'd been working on a high-speed 
delivery capsule that was made from the see of an 
air-dropped flare. He'd rigged up a drogue 'chute for 
the thing. Inside the capsule was a URC-10 rescue 
radio and spare batteries, some water, hand flares, a-el 
a few meagre rations. After two passes over WITCH 
DOCTOR, he made a successful drop. 

The next morning NKP was alive with activity as 
the ground crews armed the aircraft and helicopters 
for another try at WITCH DOCTOR. Before we got to 
the point of "Start engines! ", we were informed that 
WITCH DOCTOR, his crew and passengers, were safe 
and sound_ They'd been rescued by an ARVN M48 
tank teat had been part of the original Lam Son 713 
effort — Mich is what should have been used for the 
rescue e"ort in the first place. 

Major Frank Murray 
1st Special Operations Squadron 
Nakhon Phanom, March 1971 
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