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ions Officer for the 1st SOS at NKP in
170, before taking over command of

: dmn i early 1870. | flew the A-1 Skyraider on
s, which isn’t very impressive considering that
the guys in my squadron had well over 100
s,

acall one search and rescue mission that had all
sredients of a Kollywood seript. [t took place in
1971, as part of Operation Lam Son 713, an

on into Laos by South Vietnamese Army troops
1, across the DMZ toward Tchepone. In the

- of this action, a US Army Huey, callsign WITCH
1JR 05, was monitoring the action of a group of
senior officers. They were touring the front fines
yond the advancing ground toops.

2sing on Tchepone, the Huey was hit by North
mese (NVA] anti-aircraft fire, and was forced

an arsa immediately adjacent to a group of
oops. The Huey crew and the passengers
amselves from the wreck of the chopper,
old bomb crater that was near the main
inh Trail) out of Tchepone. We faunched
ce on & March and headed toward the

'3 Were en Joute, 3 couple ¢f forward air
re bringing in some Navy and Ma~ne

Smme 7/
WHEH Docdf ©%

Dowmner sn. wiTthH Q0COR EAR .
Srmne 5y

Dowwv £y SANvO Y

Rowmw EL  emC A -Y

fighters to soften up the arsa prior to our attempted
rescue. One of the Marine A4 Skyhawks was shot
down, which created angther SAR eifort, One of our
‘Jolly Greens’ was diverted to the downed Marine
pilot, and we got him out without too much trouble.

However, while the rest of the SARTF force was
working on the WITCH DOCTOR mission, one of tre
SANDY A-1s was hit by ground fire and started to
burn, The pilot, First Lieutanant Chuck Tipton, used nis
"Yankee Extractor device and got out of the aircraft at
a very fow altitude. The “Jolly Green' that he'd been
escorting swooped in and picked him up in less than a
minute. The Jolly Green’ pilot then made an
immediate turn and went straight back to NKP with
Tipton asoard.

In the meantims, another US Army Huey, callsign
DOLPHIN, decided that he could probably sneak in and
pick up the WITCH DOCTOR crew and passengers. He
mede a ather ventical approach to the area, which
mede him an easy target for the NVA antiaircraft, and
was hit sevesal times. He did make it out of the area,
but his co-pilat was very badly wounded.

The call went out for another SAR force to launch
out of NKP. That was me = SANDY 02. SANDY 01 and
myself, along with a third Jolly Green' helicopter, left
hKP and headed directly for the area of WITCH

RELLYEY & rMAR I/

]
k&

DOCTOR. When we arrived, we found we weren't
alone, as several other A-1s had launched from Da
Nang to support our effort, These guys were armed
with smoke and CS gas dispensers.

Tre th-sczne SAR commander ordered the smoke
and gas 1o be put down, and our team started the
approacn fo the WITCH DOCTOR crew, but tha area
was still too hot, Lots of hesvy anti-aircraft (ABA) fire
stzrted to blossam around both my fiight and the "Jolly
Greer'. As scon as the AAA opened up, the Jolly
Green’ beat a hasty retreat, and stood by, out of range
of the big guns. My flight started working over the
NYA gun positions that had shot us off our mission.
SANDY 01 killed a ZSU {23-mm twin-mount on 8 tank
chassis) that was vear WITCH DOCTOR s oosition.
got a 37-mim gun tha: had set up bcut a mile away.

Since the area was still very hot, and darkness
vigs approaching, the decision was made to abandon
the effort for the day. Before we left, one of our
younger pilots, who had besn werking on g scheme o
aif defiver supplies to downed personngl, decided 1o
give his idea a try. He'd been working on a high-speed
delivery capsule that was made fron the s7ell of an
air-dropped flare. He'd rigged up a drogue ‘chute for
the thing. Inside the capsule was a URC-10 rescue
radio and spare batteries, some water, hand flares, a~d
a few meagre rations. After two passes over WITCH
DOCTOR, he made a successtul drop.

The next morning NKP was alive with activity as
the ground craws armed the aircraft and helicoptars
for another try at WITCH DOCTOR. Before we got to
the point of “Start engines! ", we were informed that
WITCH DOCTOR, his crew and passengers, were safe
and sound. They'd been rescued by an ARVN M48
tank that had been part of the original Lam Son 713
effori — which is what should have been used for the
rescue e*ort in the first place.

Major Frank Murray
13t Special Operations Squadron
Nakhon Phanom, March 1971



