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The last mission in March  took Jolly Greens 72 and 70 into 

North Vietnam to recover two crewmembers of  Falcon 84. Although 

the mission started on 22 March, it was not completed until first 

light on 23 March.  Jolly Green 72, flown by Major Donald L. 

Jensen, recovered both pilots in good condition. No resistance 

was present in the pickup area but Jolly Green 70 flown by 

Captain Edward D. Harrow (high bird) took heavy 37mm and 23mm 

fire near Bat Lake NVN. The Sandy #light did a great lob on 

this mission. 



22 March 1971 

F -4D '67-0655' 13 - TFS, 432 TRW, USAF, Worn 
Mai R D Priest (survived) 
Maj R L Cubberly (survived) 

A flight of Phantoms was flying an escort mission for a recon- 
naissance aircraft over the southern provinces of North Vietnam 
when one of the aircraft was lost. The formation was about 10 
miles southwest of Dung Hui when a SAM was launched at the 
aircraft. Mai Priest's aircraft, a Falcon fast FAG Phantom, was hit 
by the missile and burst into flames. The crew ejected immedi-
ately and evaded capture until they could be rescued by a USAF 
SAR helicopter. This was the first US aircraft to be lost to an 
SA-2 since October 1968. The serial quoted for this aircraft is 
incorrect, as 67-0655 is the serial of a Minuteman ICBM. 
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DA NANC — After 15 hours -on the 
ground in North Vietnam, two F-4 
Phantom pilots were picked up by res-
cue crews of the 37th Aerospace Res-
cue and Recovery Squadron and re-
turned 'safely to the Republic. 

Majors Robert D. Priest and Rob-
ert L. Cubberly were forced to eject 
from their Phantom when it was hit by 
an enemy surface to air missile near 
Dong RM, north of the Demilitarized 
Zone.. 

The two men had 'successfullv 
evaded an earlier SAM missile during 
their escort - mission for reconnais-
aance aircraft, but a second SAM ex-
ploded near them causing many of 
their aircraft's systems to malfunc-
tion. Shortly thereafter the plane burst 
into flames.. 

-Everything happened so fast it 
- was hard to tell exactly what was go- 

ing on, -  recalled Major Priest. "We 
felt the concussion from the SAM blast 

and the WO ning lights came on all 
over the in../rurnera panel. The air-
craft jerked up and we ejected." 

''I landed m a tall tree and .got 
hung up there." said Major CUbberly. 

could hear enemy troops- on the 
around below me. One of them was 
blowiti; a shrill In aistle and the troops 
rejoined him down the hill and came 
back up again in two columns. 

All this tune the %%eight of the cnn.n-
c lam. wa eau.sing.  tree branches to 
crack. thoughl the cracking noise 
might alert the troops below me, but 
they apparently didn't even notice 
rrie." the major continued. 

As poor weather and darkness 
crept over the area, the pilots pre-
pared to spend the night where they 
Were. 

"I cut down some palm leaves*anii 
made a shelter to hide in and protect 
me from the rain, which was pouring 
down by this time." related _Major 
Priest. -But . 1 still got soaked that 
night. 

-Things really started happening 
fast the next morning. AS soon as A 
got light. we could see A-1 Skyraiders 
in the area. 

- About 45 minutes later we Saw the 
Jolly Green corning in, -  recalled Ma-
jor Priest. - Before long they had pick-
ed me op and I was in the bird." 

The rescue helicopter then went in 
and, within five minutes, had Major 
Cubberly picked up. 

Maj. Donald L. Jensen, Jolly Green 
pilot, and Capt. Glen W. \Valdez, co-
pilot, agreed that "this was a classic 
SAR rnksinn " 

3 

r2,5•i-J•._; -tA.;:t 1971 



RIA-LI tiz* 	(3  I 
	

Ptilu-cDyv 
Avpl-P- -) 1 

SAR Progress -22 March 1971 

0800 - Falcon 84 down at 312/52/103 (17020' N 1060  31' E) 
0806 - JG 72/65 Airborne. 
0830 - Sandy 11/12 Airborne. King 27 Airborne. 
0835 - JG 62/55 Launched. Escorted by Sandy 1/2 into India Orbit. 
0838 - Dipper 3 has contact with 84 Alpha. None with 84 Bravo. 
0911 - Chippy 403 & Stormy 01/02 will join hands and go into area. 
0919  -  Stormy 01 On Scene Commander. 
0925 - Weather is D-S. Stormy 01 has made 3 passes over area. No visual 

contact with survivors. Has drawn no fire. 
0932 - Sandy 09/10 in area. Alpha & Bravo contact with each other. 
0955 - Sandy 09 - bad UHF. Sandy 10 has gone in to try and locate survivors. 
0958 - Survivors have 2 radios, 4 batteries, and smoke. 
1025  -  Sandy 09 has good contact with 84 Alpha - trying to pinpoint location, 84 

Alpha reports rain in area. 
1045 - Sandy 11 is briefing, survivors to swtich to on guard. start 2000L. Every 

two hours - radio check, until 0600, 
1046  -  Sandy 11 On Scene Commander. 
1050 - JG 72/65 Air Refueling. 

SAR PROGRESS - FALCON 84 ALPHA AND BRAVO (23 March 1971) 

0530H - "OWL FAC talked to 84 Alpha, who reports Westher 5000 broken. (??) 
0615H - "SPUD" reports cloud bases 2000 -4000 feet. 
0615H - Queen says laungh SANDY 1 & 2 to Join Jolly Greens at India Orbit. 
0625H - Queen says launch Bravo Jollies. 
0630H - Jolly Green 72 airborne. 
0631H - Jolly Green 70 airborne. 
0633H - Jolly Green 67 airborne. 
0634H - Jolly Green 65 airborne. 
0646H  -  sounded like SANDYS taking off. 
0720H - Jollies going out 268/25/103, then North to 350/20. 

Bravo Jollies holding 360/40/103. 
0750H - Phase Alpha complete. JG 70 taking heavy AA near Bat Lake - pulling 

out. 
0751H  -  Phase Bravo in progress on Falcoln 84 Alpha. 
0756H  -  Phase Bravo completed on Falcoln 84 Alpha. 
0757H - Phase Brove in progress on Falcoln 84 Bravo. 
0800H - JG 72 has tally-ho on Falcoln 84 Bravo. 
0801H - JG 70 to the South of the Fence.  
0804H - Phase Bravo complete on Falcoln 84 Bravo. 
0806H - JG 72, SANDY 1 & 2 egressing. Beaucoup ground fire around Bat Lake. 
0808H - Cobra 4 flight going to escort SAR forces out of area. 
0810H - King 23 est India Orbit at 0855H. 



22 March 1971 

F -4D '67-0655 	13 TFS, 432 TRW, USAF, udorn 
Maj R D Priest (survived) 
Maj R L Cubberly (survived) 

A flight of Phantoms was flying an escort mission for a recon-
naissance aircraft over the southern provinces of North Vietnam 
when one of the aircraft was lost. The formation was about 10 
wiles southwest of Dung Hui when a SAM was launched at the 
aircraft. Mai Priest's aircraft Falcon fast FAC Phantom, was hit 
by the missile and burst into flames. The crew ejected immedi-
ately and evaded capture until they could be rescued by a USAF 
SAR helicopter, This was the first US aircraft to be lost to an 
SA-2 since October 1968. The serial quoted for this aircraft is 
rs4 41 	r 	_ 	r 
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The last mission in March took Jolly Greens 72 and 70 into 

North Vietnam to recover two crewmembers of Falcon 84. Although 

the mission started on 22 March, it was not completed until first 

light on 23 March. Jolly Green 72, flown by Major Donald L. 

Jensen, recovered both pilots in good condition. No resistance 

was present in the pickup area but Jolly Green 70 flown by 

Captain Edward D. Harrow (high bird) took heavy 37mm and 23mm 

fire near Bat Lake NVN. The Sandy filight did a great job on 
this mission. 
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SAR Progress - 22 March 1971 

Falcon 84 down at 312/52/103 (17°20'N 106 0  31' E) 
JG 72/65 Airborne. 
Sandy 11/12 Airborne. King 27 Airborne. 
JO 62/55 Launched. Escorted by Sandy 1/2 into India Orbit. 
Dipper 3 has contact with 84 Alpha. None with 84 Bravo. 
Chippy 403 & Stormy 01/02 will join hands and go into area. 
Stormy 01 On Scene Commander. 
Weather is D-S. Stormy 01 has made 3 passes over area. No visual 

contact with survivors. Has drawn no fire. 
Sandy 09/10 in area. Alpha & Bravo contact with each other. 
Sandy 09 - bad UHF. Sandy 10 has gone in to try and locate survivors. 
Survivors have 2 radios, 4 batteries, and smoke. 
Sandy 09 has good contact with 84 Alpha - trying to pinpoint location, 84 

Alpha reports rain in area. 
Sandy 11 is briefing, survivors to swtich to on guard. start 2000L. Every 

two hours - radio check, until 0600. 
Sandy 11 On Scene Commander. 
JO 72/65 Air Refueling. 

SAR PROGRESS - FALCON 84 ALPHA AND BRAVO (23 March 1971) 

0530H - "OWL FAC talked to 84 Alpha, who reports Westher 5000 broken. (??) 
0615H - "SPUD" reports cloud bases 2000 -4000 feet. 
0615H - Queen says laungh SANDY 1 & 2 to Join Jolly Greens at India Orbit. 
0625H - Queen says launch Bravo Jollies. 
0630H - Jolly Green 72 airborne, 
0631H - Jolly Green 70 airborne. 
0633H - Jolly Green 67 airborne. 
0634H - Jolly Green 65 airborne. 
0646H - sounded like SANDYS taking off. 
072011 - Jollies going out 268/25/103, then North to 350/20. 

Bravo Jollies holding 360/40/103. 
0750H - Phase Alpha complete. JO 70 taking heavy AA near Bat Lake - pulling 

Out. 
075IH - Phase Bravo in progress on Falcoln 84 Alpha. 
0756H - Phase Bravo completed on Falcoln 84 Alpha. 
0757H - Phase Brove in progress on Falcoln 84 Bravo. 
0800H - JO 72 has tally-ho on Falcoln 84 Bravo. 
080IH - JG 70 to the South of the Fence.  
0804H - Phase Bravo complete on Falcoln 84 Bravo. 
0806H - JO 72, SANDY 1 & 2 egressing. Bcaucoup ground fire around Bat Lake. 
0808H - Cobra 4 flight going to escort SAR forces out of area. 
0810H - King 23 cst India Orbit at 0855H. 

0800 
0806 
0830 
0835 
0838 
0911 
0919 
0925 

0932 
0955 
0958 
1025 

1045 

1046 
1050 



0811H - JO 70 intercepting JO 72 to procede out together. 
0814H - STORMY flight has tally-ho on SAR forces and will escort. 
0823H - AR not required. 
0825H - Al] SAR forces over the fence. 
0826H - Both survivors OK. 84 Bravo has burns on hand and small piece of 

shrapnel in thumb. 
0828H - Neither Jolly took hits. 
0908H - JG 72 & 70 on the deck @ 77. 
0909H- JO 67 & 65 on the deck @ 77. 
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(Continued from Pg. 1) 
"Everything happened so fast it wa5 

hard to te:..1 exactly what was on on 
recalled ?!.ajor Priest. 1.;c felt the con-
cussion fro the bleat and the warning 
lights CAMO on all over the instrument 
panel. The aircraft jerked up en0 we e-
jected." 
The two pilota estimated that they 

lannen within a quarter of a mile from 
each other. They iffmediately established 
radio contact and waited for the search 
and rescue (SAR) aircraft to come in. 
"2 landed in a tall tree and got hung 

, 	14. Asko  
* 

7tikkv, 

there," recalled .Major Cuhberly. 
could hear enemy trope on the ground be-
low mt. One of them was blowing a hrill 
whistle and the troops rejoined him down 
the hill and came back up again in two 
coluMhe." 
All this time the weight of the Para-

chute was causing the tree branches to 
crack. "I thought the cracking Iloilo 
might alert the troops below me, but they 
apparently didn't evtn notice me," reltt- 
ed the major about the rrowing exper-
ien0e. 
As poor weather and darkness crept ov-

er the area, the pilots prepared to spend 
the night there. 

4Things really started happening fast 

Pilots Rescued 
I a* 

From N. vtetn 
After i5 hours on the ground 

Vietnam, two F-4 Phantom pilota - * 
picked up by rescue Crewe from the 
Aerospace Resode and Recovery Sousdrass 
(ARRB) alto returned safely early Tuesday 
(March 2:3). 
Majors Robert D. Priest and Robert L. 

Oubberly were forced to eject from their 
Phantom when it was hit by an enemy sur-
face-to-air missile (BAH) near Don Poi 
north of the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ). 
While flying as an armed escort 11Yr re-

connaissance aircraft, the Phantom crews 
! successfully evaded one SAM but a second 
SAM exploded near the Phantom causing 
many of the aircraft's SYs•elks tP MAI-
function. it shortly thereafter burst 
into flames. 

the next morning. As soon As.  it got 
Light, we could see A-1 Skyrtiders in the 
area." 

"About 45.-minutts later we saw the Jol-
ly Green coming in," recalled Major 
Priest. "Pefore long they had picked me 
up and I was in the bird." 
The rescue helicopter then went in and 

had the hsck -Seater $  Major Cubberly, 
picked up within five. minutes.. 
Maj. Donald L. Jensen was the aircraft 

ccarander of the ME-53 Super Jolly Green 
Giant helicopter which made the pickup. 
"This was a classic SA TZ Mission. AS 

soon as we went up this morning, every-
thing went like clockwork. There was no 
heavy opposition and we were able to get 
right in there And pick up the survi-
vors," commented Capt. Glen W. Welder, 
the co-pilot. "It turned out just like 
you hope they all do." 
Other crewmembera on the rescue chopper 

were TSgt. Carlos J. Mohinney, the flight 
engineer and the three pararescuemen, 
T$gt. Henry - C. Kirk.; SSgt. John C. Rat-. 
liff and Aid Danny D. HanooCk. 

qz. 	I 
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SAIGON (AP)—Two U.S. Air 
Force pilots told Wednesday of 
spending a night hiding from the 
enemy in North Vietnam after 
their F4 Phantom fighter was 
shot down an a reconnaissance 
mission. 

Maj. Robert D. Priest, 38,  Vj- 
wzviUe, Calif.. and Mai. Rabea 
L. Cubherly, 33, Bawling Green. 
Ohio, were flyiig. escort for a 
reconnaissance aircraft over 
North Vietnam Monday. A SAM 
missile fired at them exploded 
near their plane. Pilots call the 
long SAIL missile the "Flying 
Telephone Pole." 

"Everything happened so fast 
it was hard to tell exactly what  

was going on," Priest said in a 
statement released by the head-
quarters of the U.S. 7th Mr 
Farce. 

Cubberly said he parachuted 
into a tree, and could hear ene-
my soldiers below searching 
for him. 

"They apparently didn't even 
notice me," Cubberly added, 
though his weight was causing 
the tree branches to crack. 

The two pilots estimated they 
landed within a quarter of a 
mile of each other. 

"I cut down some palm leaves 
and made a shelter to hide in 
and protect me from the rain, 
which was pouring down by that  

time," Priest sat& "But I stiil! 
got soaked that night," 

As soon as the sun rose Tues-
day morning, Priest said, their 
emergency radios led Al Skyr-
eider search planes to them. , 

"About 45- minutes later we 
saw the Jolly Green rescue heli-
Corte? cominz in," Priest said. 
"Befere long they had picked 
me up and I was in the bird." 

Cubberly was picked up five 
minutes later. 

The two were shot down at the 
same time that US. protective 
reaction air strikes were car-
ried out against three antiair. 
craft rnis:le sites in Ni7ti, Viet. 
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