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The last mission in March took Jolly Greens 72 and 70 into
North Vietnam to recover two crewmembers of Falcon 84. Al though
the mission started on 22 March, it was not completed until first
light on 23 March. Jolly Green 72, flown by Major Donald L.
Jensen, recovered both pilots in good condition. No resistance
was present in the pickup area but Jolly Green 70 flown by
Captain Edward D. Harrow (high bird) took heavy 37mm and 23mm
fire near Bat Lake NVN. The Sandy flight did a great lob on

this mission.



22 March 1971

F-4D  67-0655 13TFS, 432 TRW, USAF, Udorn

Maj R D Priest {survived)

Maj R L Cubberly (survived)
A flight of Phantoms was flying an escort mission for a recon-
naissance aircraft over the southern provinees of North Vietnam
when one of the aircraft was lost. The formation was about 10
miles southwest of Donyg Hoi when 4 SAM was launched at the
aircraft. Maj Priest’s aircraft, a Falcon fast FAC Phantom, was hit
by the missile and burst into flames. The crew ejected immexi-
ately and evaded capture until they could be rescued by a USAF
SAR helicopter. This was the first US aircraft to be lost to an
SA-2 since October 1968. The serial quoted for this aircraft is
incorrect, as 67-0655 is the serial of a Minuteman ICBM.
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DA Naﬁﬁ After 15 Hours on the
ground in Nerth Vietnam, two F-
| Phantom pilets were picked up by res-
e crews pf the 37th Aerospace Res-

cue and Recovery Sguadvon and re-
turned safely to the Republic.

‘Majors Robert D. Priest and Rob-
‘ert L. Cubberly were forced to piect
E:mm their Phantom when it was hit by
anenemy surface to air missile near
Dong Hoi, north of the I)sem!hlamed
'Zone.

The two men had ‘suecessiully
evaded an earlier SAM missile during
their escort -mission for reconnais-
sance airerafs, but a second SAM ex-
ploded near them causing many of
their aireraf’s systems to maifunc-
tion. Shortiy thereafter the plane burst
into flames.

Fveryt?:mg happeneﬂ s0 fust 1
was hard to tell exactly what was go-
ing on,” recalled Major Priest. “We

felt the concussion from the SAM blast

15 hours on ground

and the wa.sing lights came on all

over the invtrument panel. The air-

craft jerked up and we ejected.”

“I landed in z tail tree and g,at
hung up thers.” said Major Cubberly.
“1 could hear enemy troops on the
zround below me. One of them was
Blewing a shrifl whistie and the Lroops
rejoined him down the hill and came
back up again in tvo columns.

All this time the weight of the para-
chute’ was Gausing tree branches to
crack, 1 thought the cracking woise
migiit alert the troops below me, hut
they azoparently didn't evea notice
me," the major continued.

As poor weather and darkness
crept over the area, the pilots pre-
pared to spend the night where they
were.

“I cut down some palm leaves &a&
made a shelter fo hide in and protect
me from the rain, which was pouung
down by this time,” related Major
Priest. “But I still got soaked that
night.

“Things really started happenmg
fast the next morning. AS soon as it
gob light. we could see A-1 S‘kyraadsm-
11 the area.

Abowr 45 minutes later we saw the
Jelly Green coming i, recalled Ma-
Jur Priest. “Before long they had pick-
ed me np and I was in the bird,"”

The rescue heiwume,r then went in
and, within five minutes, had Majer
Cubberly picked up.

Maj. Donald L. Jensen; Jolly Green
pilot, and Capt. Glen W. Walder, co-
pilot, agreed that “'this was a classic
SAR mission "
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SAR Progress - 22 March 1971

0800
0806

Falcon 84 down at 312/52/103 (17920' N 106° 31' E)

JG 72/65 Airborne.

0830 - Sandy 11/12 Airborne. King 27 Airborne,

0835 - JG 62/55 Launched. Escorted by Sandy 1/2 into India Orbit.

0838 - Dipper 3 has contact with 84 Alpha. None with 84 Bravo,

0911 - Chippy 403 & Stormy 01/02 will join hands and go into area.

0919 - Stormy 01 On Scene Commander.

0925 - Weather is D-S. Stormy 01 has made 3 passes over area. No visual
contact with survivors. Has drawn no fire. _

0932 - Sandy 09/10 in area. Alpha & Bravo contact with each other.

0955 - Sandy 09 - bad UHF. Sandy 10 has gone in to try and locate survivors.

0958 - Survivors have 2 radios, 4 batteries, and smoke.

1025 - Sandy 09 has good contact with 84 Alpha - trying to pinpoint location, 84
Alpha reports rain in area.
1045 - Sandy 11 is briefing, survivors to swtich to on guard. start 2000L. Every

two hours - radio check, until 0600,
1046 - Sandy 11 On Scene Commander.
1050 - JG 72/65 Air Refueling.

SAR PROGRESS - FALCON 84 ALPHA AND BRAVO (23 March 1971)

0530H - "OWL FAC talked to 84 Alpha, who reports Westher 5000 broken. (?2)

0615H - "SPUD" reports cloud bases 2000 -4000 feet.

0615H - Queen says laungh SANDY 1 & 2 to Join Jolly Greens at India Orbit.

0625H - Queen says launch Bravo Jollies.

0630H - Jolly Green 72 airborne.

0631H - Jolly Green 70 airborne.

0633H - Jolly Green 67 airborne.

0634H - Jolly Green 65 airborne,

0646H - sounded like SANDYS taking off.

0720H - Jollies going out 268/25/103, then North to 350/20.
Bravo Jollies holding 360/40/103.

0750H - Phase Alpha complete. JG 70 taking heavy AA near Bat Lake - pulling
out.

0751H - Phase Bravo in progress on Falcoln 84 Alpha.

0756H - Phase Bravo completed on Falcoln 84 Alpha.

0757H - Phase Brove in progress on Falcoln 84 Bravo.

0800H - JG 72 has tally-ho on Falcoln 84 Bravo.

0801H - JG 70 to the South of the Fence.

0804H - Phase Bravo complete on Falcoln 84 Bravo.

0806H - JG 72, SANDY 1 & 2 egressing. Beaucoup ground fire around Bat Lake.

0808H - Cobra 4 flight going to escort SAR forces out of area.

0810H - King 23 est India Orbit at 0855H.



22 March 1971

F-4D 67-0655 13TFS, 432 TRW, USAF, Utiorn

Maj R D Priest (survived)

Maj R L Cubberly (survived)
A flight of Phantoms was flying an escort mission for a recon-
naissance aircraft over the southern provinees of North Vietnam
when one of the aircraft was lost. The formation was about 10
tuiiles southwest of Dong Hoi when 2 SAM was launched at the
aircraft Maj Priest’s aircrafi, a Falcon fast FAC Phantom, was hit
by the missile and burst into flames. The crew ejected immedi-
ately and evaded capture until they could be rescued by a USAF
SAR hellcopter. This was the first US aircraft to be lost to an
SA-2 since October 1968. The serial quoted for this aircraft is

inonseant ac £ ALOF Sl - .t E _©_ was
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The last mission in March took Jolly Greens 72 and 70 into
North Vietnam to recover two crewmembers of Falcon 84. Al though
the mission started on 22 March, it was not completed until first
light on 23 March. Jolly Green 72, flown by Major Donald L.
Jensen, recovered both pilots in good condition. No resistance
was present in the pickup area but Jolly Green 70 flown by
Captain Edward D. Harrow (high bird) took heavy 37mm and 23mm
fire near Bat Lake NVN. The Sandy fllght did a great jJob on

this mission.
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SAR Progress - 22 March 1971

0800 - Falcon 84 down at 312/52/103 (17920’ N 1069 31" E)

0806 - JG 72/65 Airborne.

0830 - Sandy 11/12 Airborne. King 27 Airborne.

0835 - JG 62/55 Launched. Escorted by Sandy 1/2 into India Orbit.

0838 - Dipper 3 has contact with 84 Alpha. None with 84 Bravo.

0911 - Chippy 403 & Stormy 01/02 will join hands and go into area.

0919 - Stormy 01 On Scene Commander.

0925 - Weather is D-S. Stormy 01 has made 3 passes over area. No visual
contact with suryivors, Has drawn no fire.

0932 - Sandy 09/10 in area. Alpha & Bravo contact with each other.

0955 - Sandy 09 - bad UHF. Sandy 10 has gonc in to try and locate survivors,

0958 - Survivors have 2 radios, 4 batteries, and smoke.

1025 - Sandy 09 has good contact with 84 Alpha - trying to pinpoint location, 84

~ Alpha reports rain in area,

1045 - Sandy 11 is briefing, survivors to swtich to on guard. start 2000L. Every
two hours - radio check, until 0600,

1046 - Sandy 1] On Scene Commander.

1050 - JG 72/65 Air Refueling.

(]

SAR PROGRESS - FALCON 84 ALPHA AND BRAVO (23 March 1971)

0530H - "OWL FAC talked to 84 Alpha, who reports Westher 5000 broken. (??)

0615H - "SPUD" reports cloud bases 2000 -4000 feet.

0615H - Queen says laungh SANDY 1 & 2 10 Join Jolly Greens at India Orbit.

0625H - Queen says launch Bravo Jollies.

0630H - Jolly Green 72 airborne,

063 1H - Jolly Green 70 airborne.

0633H - Jolly Green 67 airborne,

0634H - Jolly Green 65 airborne.

0646H - sounded like SANDYS taking off,

0720H - Jollies going out 268/25/103, then North to 350/20.
Bravo Jollies holding 360/40/103.

0750H - Phase Alpha complete, JG 70 taking heavy AA near Bat Lake - pulling
out.

0751H - Phasc Bravo in progress on Falcoln 84 Alpha.

0756H - Phase Bravo completed on Falcoln 84 Alpha.

0757H - Phase Brove in progress on Falcoln 84 Bravo.

0800H - JG 72 has tally-ho on Falcoln 84 Bravo.

0BO1H - JG 70 to the South of the Fenge.

0804H - Phase Bravo complete on Falcoln 84 Bravo.

0806H - JG 72, SANDY | & 2 egressing. Beaucoup ground fire around Bat Lake.

0808H - Cobra 4 flight going to escort SAR forces out of area.

0810H - King 23 cst India Orbit at 0855H.



0811H - JG 70 intercepting JG 72 to procede out together,

0814H - STORMY flight has tally-ho on SAR forces and will escort.

0823H - AR not required.

0825H - All SAR forces over the fence,

0826H - Both survivors OK. 84 Bravo has burns on hand and small piecc of
shrapnel in thumb,

0828H - Neither Jolly took hits.

0908H - JG 72 & 70 on the deck @ 77,

0909H - JG 67 & 65 on the deck @ 77.
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"Everything
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there," recalled Major Cubberly, 11
could hear snemy troops on the ground be-
iow me. One of them was blowing a shrill
vhistle and the troops rejoined him down
the mm; and came back up again in twe
Givipins .Y

ALl thie time the welght of the para-
Ghule was causing the tree brahches to
crack. “l thought the oracking moise
might alert the trogps below me, but they
spparently didn't even notice me," relpt-
et the major sbout ‘the harrowing exper-
lencs,

As poor weather and darkness crept ov-
R P SA Y Fiiete pewimred 44 spend
hfm-rnga weally

started happeni;
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After 15 Wours on the ground
Vietnmd, two F-, Fhantan pllots "W
pleked up By rescus érews Crom the 37
herospave Rescle and Recovery Souadran
(LRES) sna  returned safely early Tuesday
m@;gﬁrﬁ?&%m Da F.'rieggt amd Hobeprt L.
(ubberly were forced to eject from their
Phanton when it wag hit by an enemy sur-
facw-to-air missile (SAM) near Don Hoi
north of the Demilitapized Zone (DMZ).
While flying as an grmed escort fbr_ra»
connaissance alrepaft, the Phantom crews
| successfully wvaded one SAM bul a second
' GAM expleded near the Fhantom cau sing
mary of the alrersft's systems to mal-
gunetion. It shortly thereafter burst
into flames.

e pilots estimated that they

ch They immediately established

radio contact and waited for the search

w and pescue (SAR) adroraft to come in,
“l landed in & tall tree and got tunpg M
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Hajor Cubber
the next morning. As scon as it got
Ught, we could see A-1 Skyraiders in the
ares." .

"hbout L5 mdmutes later we saw the dJol-
ly Green coming in," recalled  Major
Priest. “Befare lorg they had picked me
up and 1 wae in the bipd."

The rescue helicopter then went in and
had the back-sester, Major Cubberly,
plcked up within five ninutes.

Maj. Donald L. Jengen was the adrcraft
comnander of the HH-53 Super Jolly Green
Glent helicopber which made the plckup.

HThis was a classic SAR mission. As
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re and piek up the survi-
conmented Capt. Glen W. Walder,

turned out just like
do M

m.,:‘*

i mﬂﬁ? ﬁﬁ m%& « !




A YL YWD
M ARC 1A Y& INAME _TRANK
33N
oae | crew 106 |8 | orenmizang] \ocaTion |TYRESA
T leaaews 73| 470 lee maves dpd Lcon sen | | meneun
HARROW CU.N. SricgR) m:uq_”h, 1 INow-{mg
RotEes N - .
MRRDT ) I - e
PecorhRO
M ep TEM AR
4 MLOD g bt} | TaPTem, CHPRUS] 16 239 N "Eomaar
MEPCHAR T o jee 23 E
Joh uson SAUDY O
M ULBLE w4 StSew kP
Me DalLAD
) KAC K o2y
LE LS &MD
23 [yensen 71 | LT | masce RerzT ‘%:-z./sz/mb 2 cambh
. WACDER AR PR  JorTh Vi)
Me Kinpey 43T TPW
RaTLIFF mr] ReASRT L,
4 i‘ T — Cu BRERLY
} K e AT Tew
'[ S AP R e ()
1

TeTAL MeRTHLY SAUERS 4



WORCLIEITI YWar Adrcrall Losscs

1377 [6Mar 1971 JA-TH  JLAOS JTiptonC L. n,( JRescued  [USAF tielo |

1378 |12 Mar 1971 |F-100D  |SVN Pefs C. G. e a1 T T —
{1379 |76 Mar 1971 J0-2A LAOS [Scrivener 5. R. lLt KA " [BecleyD. M. l_(_la}p.l____h,lf.!lA__q_ _________
{380 122 Mar 1971 -Fm INVN_JPriestR D £ ﬁ“‘iﬁ USAT Helo [Cubbedy R [Maj_|Rescucd
[1381 [22Mar 1971 JF-100D  |LAOS |Moriarty P. G, [Capt [KIA

1382 |24 Mar 1971 !ov 10A ar A0S ﬂButcherJ. M. glLt Eﬁ ‘;fm i

1383 26 Mar 1971 [fA-37 [CMB  |Krueger D. W. L JKia

1384 |4 Apr 1971 LO{)D JCMB_[Smith J. 5. It kia

1385 |6 Apr 1971 ]]l;AOS [Stewart J. W. ﬂCapt |[Rescued |lu Helo

1386 11 Apr1971 |[F-100D  |SVN |Buerk W.C. [Capt  KIA

1387 [13 Apr 1971 |F-100D [CMB u %escucd

1388 |15 Apr1971 [F-100D  [SVN JHauckJ. C. JICapt JRescued fArmy

1389 21 Apr 1971 g-fs[} LAOS lu b TRescued u u [Rescued
1390 |24 Apr 1971 JF-4 ~ JLAOS JlLemon . C. ‘Ipapt IMIA [Sigafoos W H. 1Lt IKIA
1391 [[26 Apr1971 [O-2A lLAOS |Mellor G. L. fiLt ~ JRescued [Fleming G.J. HiLt  JRescued
1392 [28 Apr1971 JF-100D  |SVN |LangB. G. 1Lt [KIA '

1393 #6May 1971  [F-4E ILAOS |Blissett A. S. Jr Maj  [[Rescued lju Ju escued
1394 §4June 1971 HOV-10A  [LAOS |u Jju [Rescued fu |8 KIA
{1395 18 June 1971 JA-1H [LAOS JWhite R. F. [Capt k1A

1396 J20 June 1971 [OV-10A  [LAOS [Ross S. R. Maj~ [Rescued | [Moxan A. L. ILt  JRescued
1397 127 June 1971 [A-37 JcMB ™ Jiones R. W. [Capt_ JKIA

1398 |29 June 1971 [F-4D  [Sea  [Ricks W.R. [Capt JRescued ! |[BuffkinB.D.  JILt  JRescued
1399 S juli 1971 JOV-10A  JLACS |ThomasD. W.  fiLi MIA I

1400 |l 10 juli 1971 RI™-4 _ I{Sﬁ_ Wheeler R. C. E|Capt__ Rescued “US{\F Helo  IStuermernav J. F. 1Lt Rescued
1401 |18 juli 1971 AIH ju o hu fu

1402 [22 i 971 [RF-4 JCWMB_[Musgrove W [I\Col [Rescucd JAmmy Helo _[StwermyerJ F__ 1Lt [Rescued
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Foree pilots teld Wednesday of
spending 4 night hiding from the
enemy. in Nerth. Vies
thelr P4 Phax :
chot down on & revonnaiEsance

Maj. Robert D. Prigst, 38, Vie-
torville, Calif., and Maj. Robert
L. Cubberly, 33, Bowling Green,
Ohio, were flying escort for a
reconnalssance  aircrafl  over
North Vietnam Monday. A4 8AM
migsite fired a1 them exploded
pear their plane. Piluts Cull the
tong SAM missile the “Flying
Telephone Pole.™"

“FEvervthing happened so fast
it was hard to tell exactly what

SAIGON (AP)—Two US. Air

o

‘notice me.” Cu
‘though his welght was causing

was going on,” Priest said in a
statement released by the head-
quarters of the U.S. 7th Ajr

arece. )
Cubberly said he parachuted
into 2 tree, and couid hear ene-
my seldiers below starching

for bim:

““They apparently didu’t even
bberly added,

the tree branches to crack.

The two pilots estimated they
landed within a quarter of a
mile of each other.

“1 eut down some paim Jeaves
gnd made a shelter to hide in
and proteet me from the rain,
which was poursing down by that

# -
time,” Peiest sald, “But 1 smﬂ
got zoaked that night.” !

As soop as the sun rose Tues
day morning, Priest said, their
emergency radios led Al Skyr-
gider search planes to them.

“Apout 4% minutes later we
saw the Jolly Green rescue nell-
copter coming in,” Priest said
“Refare long they had picked
me up and [ was in the bird."”

Cubberly was picked up five
minu{es iater.

The two were shof down af the

game time that U.8. protective O CR i G | s
reaction a4ir sirikes were <ar- L =

ried out against three antiain seandainiah G s
graft miscile sites in North Viet : G

Dans.

down by that pam.
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AZ MARCH R7(
CAPT MERCHANT ON DUTY

LRUNCH ALPHA BiRDS
MAUNCH  SANDY | & 2

LAUNCH  BRAUO BIRDS

Je B0 AIRBorME

J& BB ArRzorME

J&6 67 ARBORNE

J&E 65 ARBORMNE

J6 110, ON THE DECKE — LOGGED
J6 T2 pN 1oe Deck — LogeeDd
J6 67 on T1HE DECK — LOGGED
J6 65 on 1rE DECK — LOGGED

6 T R0 QUICK TURN-RROUND

MS LBR. p-3-01Y

PickUP Poc(Tion 3i2/s52/103.
J6 70 AIRBORNE —{or FRAG,

J6 67 AIRBORNE .~ Gy FRAG,
CORT MERCAAST oft Wer Ases o
Nt WStem, Tawes.
Je ¢ The Loc-,e,e’o Lo
J6 Y Dowe Resgey Lk
DOAL AL oThL 159

ke Ol S A et Muste 5 Dot

FoweR FAILURE IN PROGRESS. NOTIFIED QUEEN.
FF\%S&D MY STATUS € GAR TBSTURE SAME CALL .,

POWER. BACK ON. NOTIFIED QUEEN .

R7
R
2.7
4.6

Irem 14. EB DD AXPT LuzV

(OMPLETE

J6 T Quitk TURN-AROUND ComPLETE

PHASE BRAW COMPLETE — FALLON 8Y A/g F-u4p
H6I2 MRS ROBERT D, PRIEST (SR Prar)
47834~ T189 Y22 TFuk , UDoRN

#6132  MAS ROBERT L. CUBBERLY (Nav)
- 270-32-0794 432 TFul, UDoRN M
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