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On my own behalf and on behalf of all those in my Command here 
ih SouTh Vietnam, I wish to thank you, your .1row, and your Squadrqn for 
the part you played in the resoue of the crew of Magpie 41 on Monday 
15th March 1971. 

We had more or leas given the crew up for lost after 24 hours 
on the ground with nothing heard, despite your ceaseleee,and untiring 
efforts. Your notification that you had established voice ountact with 
both orew members was one of the most welcome pieces of information we 
have ever had. 	The smooth way in which tbe subsequent very diffioult 
rescue wan co-ordinated reflects great oredit on your crew, Squadron, and 
on the entire USAF SIR organization in kVN. 

Thank you again for all your help. I will be returning to 
Australia in the next few weeks. It you oftn make it to Saigon in the 
near future I would weloome the opportunity tu meet you and quaff a few 
ales. 
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1. • On behalf or the ofTicers an mon ar !:o 2 Sluadron may I 4xpre.;n 
our gratitude and sincere appreciation for Ve rr::t your squadron plaved in 
the succeeful. search and rnscue or Wg Car F.J.L. Dowaing and Fit Lt A.J. 
Pinches, 	The succe ,:s of' the rc, sove operation n.y:i the mirviv.a] of Ihtwo officers was 1 - rge1y. attributable, to the time:, I . c:ttion of the survivor, 

 Positionby one of your aircraft, King 26. 

2. Would you please convey my a:Trociltion to the crew sif 
for the professional and officient manner in which they located the eJrv3 
and initiated rqcovery action. 	Tho succer7na l sf%cienoy of the rriecuo 
operation ham greatly im^ressed the aircrew of No 2 Squadron and enY.:.nce4 
their confidence in the rescue .id recovery fr. :twi or which your uni% plva such a vital part. 

• • 
3 	 I have enclosed a s -nuadron Plaque for ....rcsentation to your 	as 
a Testure of our appreciation for your efforts, anfl to serve as a mmivi. , r of 
the almoiation that existe.betweon 39th (Ms an' No 2 Squadron 
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