U AT Gt e GL L A0 i o 18

\/

~d

AP RED )

e ; AR Slement HQAPY
FHHAD Building

12 Trun quoe Toan
ThOL ¥

A€ obias

DEEDETT]  mmon . = SEEh Bareh 1471

Lt Cul S.M. SPILSET:
Commander

J9th AHRS

Cam Ranb Bay

APO 96326

b Ahis

On my own behall and on behalf af 111 those in ny Comsand here
in South Vietnam, I wish to thank yeu, your srav, and your Squadroan for
the part you played in the rescue of the crew ..f Magpie 41 on Monday
15th March 1971. % !

We had more or less given the orew up for lost after 24 hours
on the ground with wothing heard, despits your ceaselessiand urnii ring
efforts. Tour notification that you had assiablished voice cohtant with
both orew members was oua of the most welcohs pieces of information we
have sver had., The smooth way im which the subseguent very difriocult
Teacus was co-ordinated reflects great oredit on your crew, Squadron; and
on the entire USAF SAE organization in KVN.

Thank you again ‘for all yeur help. I will be reiurning to
Auvetralia in the usxt few veéks. If vou oun make it to Saigon in the
near future I would welcome the opportumity tu weet you and guaff a few
anles. '
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1e * On behalt' of the oficers and man of to 2 Smiadron may I uxprevs
our gratitude and gincere appreciation for tie np:: your gguudron plaved in
the succensful search and rosoue of dg Cdr F.d.L. Downing and W1t L+ A, J.
Pinghes, The succens o7 the regsue oparztion and the sirvival of the two
of ficers was 1 rgely attribvytuble to the timely 1 cotien of the murvivorr-
position hy one of your aireraft, Kine 26. .

Qe Would you please conver my a'precitlion to the crew of ¥Finy €

for the professional and ¢ficient manner in wbich they located the gurvi 'ups
and initiated recovery action. The succers per! efMicienay of the ragoun
operation has greatly imrressed the aircrew of No 2 Squadror and en).ince:l
their confidence in the resoue and racovery o :ten of which your uns: pluys
such a vital part.

3. I have enclosed a smuadron rlaque for cresentation to your w it ae
a 7esture of our anpreciation for your efforts, and to serve as p remirrsr of
the association that exists betwean 30th ARNS an’ No 2 Squadron Ri‘d, '
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