
Additional Comments: 

1. Initial communications droble ,o were enoountered as In 24 WA 
over 200 miles from the :AR scene. Radio contact could not be es-
tablished with either Nail 34 or Hillsboro. 

2. Sandy 09 had UHF problems Ano np.t to be wurked on Vi!?* and M. 
this resulted in a slight delay in pickup att.ssrt until Sandy 03 
WO briefed by Nail 34 and aseumed OLC. 

3. Fast Mover resources were sent directly to tie strike frequencies 
instead of checking in Wth K 24 on the AR discrete. Contact with 
Hillsboro could not be affected on the 1 -;AR discrete frequency. This 
caused much congestion on the primary SAR frequency. 
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SAR for Battle Cry 315, Sandy 09/10 Major Belt/Capt Taylor 

The information reported herin comprises a chronological sequence of events 
actions relating to the participation of Sandy's 09/10 in the SAR effort for 
Battlecry 315 on 13 Mar 71. Two flights were flown by these Sandy's while 
operating out of Channel 77. First word was received from Queen at approximate-
ly 03:30Z directing a scramble. After engine start, and prior to taxi, a check 
with Queen, as requested by Da Nang Ground Control, brought word to cancel the 
scramble. Queen gave the reason as "the SAR has been taken from our control" 
or words to that effect. Approximately fifteen minutes later a second scramble 
order was received and the aircraft launched at 04:05Z sad proceeded to rendez-

vous with Jolly Green's 64/73 as directed. This WAS accomplished at approximate- 
ly 01.):50Z. 

At t'eie time 	24 requested that Sandy 09/10 proceed to the survivors position 
to relieve Nail 34, the on scene commander. Sandy's 3 and 4 arrived at about 
the same time as 9 and 10, however, they had already begun their briefing with 
the Nail. Contact with the survivor was good. See Note One. Sandy's 9 and 10 
then proceeded beck to rejoin with Jolly Green's 64 and 73. Before reaching the 
Jolly' s Sandy 3 requested that Sandy 9 return to the SAR area in preparation for 
a pickup attempt. This was done with the survivors position noted, the ingress 
route established and marked. Sandy 10, who was with the Jolly's, was requested 
to 	Jolly Green 64 into the Sar area. A real paezieg eLear the survivors 
position was between the holding area and the IF which required the Jolly to 
cross the SAR area at altitude;  then descend in a clear area west of the IP. Upon 
croeeing trail, c 23mm fired at the Jolly who was then directed to remain high 
and :oceed to a holding point over a cloud deck a short distance west of the 
IP. The situation was then reausessed and a fast mover flight began striking 
the area of the 23mm and the pickup attempt continued. 

Jolly green 64 rrived over the survivor without incident, but was driven off by 
small arms fire originating in the immediate vicinity of the survivor. He elect-
ed a second attempt only to be driven off again, this time with battle damage and 
two casualties. Sandy's 9 and 10 escorted Jolly Green's 64 and 73 to the vicinity 
of Channel 303. At this time, King requested the Sandy's intentions. (Sandy's 
9 and 10) He wau informed the plan was to RTB to Channel 89. King requested that 
Sandv's 9 and 10 11713. to Channel; 77 and execute a quick turnaround. This was accomp-liseed, however, it was discovered that Sandy 10 had sustained minor battle damage. 
The aircraft was still airworthy. 

K. C. BELT, Major, USAF 
Sandy 09 
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STATEMENT  

SAR for Battle Cry 315, Sandy 01/02 Lt Col Dunwoody/Capt Lorenzen 

Sandy 01/02 were alerted for a possible SAR while on alert at Ubon. Following 
a series of phone calls Sandy 01/02 were scrambled at 1340 local and were airborne 
at 1400 local. King was contacted enroute and briefed that Sandy 03/04 were on 
scene with Nail 54. Sandy 04 briefed us that the survivor was injured and no 
voice or beeper contact had been made for 1 hour and that his body was 15' south 
of the chute. Axe to lack of fuel Sandy 03/04 RTB'd. At this time two sets of 
Jolly Greens were holding - Jolly Green 71 flight east of the survivor and Jolly 
Green 60 west. Sandy 09/10 had RTB'd to Da Nang to refuel and Smoke 41 flight was 
holding with Jolly Green 60 flight . We arrived on scene at 1445 and finally 
located Nail 64 who was working fast movers with Snake, Nape, and hard bombs. 
Sandy 01 took on scene command at approximately 1510 local and Nail 64 pointed 
out the chute. On numerous low level passes Sandy 01/02 could not visually see 
the survivor. Sandy 01 put down two M-47 -AP duds for IF and "too far" marks and 
then proceeded to sprinkle CBU-25, 7.62 minigun and 20mm east and west of the 
survivor and trolled for reaction. No ground fire observed at this time. Sandy 
01 then briefed Nail 64 to continue to work the area with fast movers. At 1600 
local Sandy 01/02 went back to trolling with no ground fire observed again. At 
1615 local Sandy 01 called for Jolly's 60 to come to final IP along with smoke 
aircraft. Since they were refueling, Sandy 01 briefed Jollys 71/73 to expedite 
to IP since they were now west and available. They had scurried across the trail 
to the east unknown to King or low Sandys. Sandy 02 picked up Jolly 71 flight 
an(' eld them at the IP at 8,000 feet. The Smokes had trouble finding the scene 

but ultimately arrived at the IP after help from Nail 64 and Sandy 02, Nail 64 
then RT3'd for lack of Awl and was replaced by Nail 12. 

San 05/06 along with Jolly 71/73, smoke 41,42, and Sandy 02, were now all in 
position at the IF. Sandy 01 then had Smoke birds come in for the Smoke brief 
and were shown the survivor location. Sandy 05/06/02 stayed at IP-Sandy 05 was 
already familiar with the area and remarked that he needed no brief. At 1630 
local Sandy 01 brought all forces to guard freequency and after a small delay 
finally got Jolly Green 71 to check in. At 1635 local Sandy 01 ordered Smoke 41 
flight ho execute and Jolly Green 71 to follow in one minute. The Smoke pattern 
was laid south of the survivor on a straight line heading of 050 into the 060°/ 
15 knot wind. The run was excellent with one small gap that Sandy 01 filled in 
with CBU-22 Smoke. Sandy 01 then pulled up over the survivor and told Jolly 
Green 71 to start slowing down and gave him GCA headings to the chute. The Jolly 
reached the area and Sandy 02, 05 and 06 were now in the Daisy Chain expending 
most ordnance to the 3 o'clock position. Sandy 01 dropped down and now joined 
the Daisy Chain. Jolly stayed in hover for 1-2 minutes but did not see the sur-
vivor. Jolly then took a volley of hits and egressed 180°  to IP area. Sandy 02 . 

 noticed a small hit in the right wing and wee checked ever Ly Sandy 01 who also 
had unnoticed battle damage. Sandy 01 ordered more fast movers and briefed Nail 
12 on the area to be hit. At 1715 local Sandy 09/10 arrived and were briefed by 
Sandy 01. Sandy .  01/02 then expended remaining ordnance and took a few rounds of 
23mm from the road southeast of the survivor. Sandy 01 suggested to Sandy 09 
that use of Twiggy might be the answer and this was passed to King. At 1730 
local CSC was passed to Sandy 09 and 01,02 RTBId to Charms} 89 both with minor 
battle damage. We landed at NKP at 1815 local. 

RICHARD H. DUNWCOIM Lt Colonel, USAF 	 Atoh 5 
Sandy 01 
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STA.TEMENT  

Battle Cey 315 0  SAR 	 Sandy 03/04 Lt Lyon/Capt Oberlin , 

We were launched on the SAR at 1055 the morning of the 13th, on the way to the 
area King 24 gave us a complete rundown of who eree on : cone and -nhai, resources 
were immediately available. We had two Jolly Green's east of the route and two 
west, which later proved to be a mistake. All of the Jolly Green's should have 
been held to the west. Sandy 09/10 were escorting the Jollys and after arriving 
on scene and getting abriefing from Nail 34 I ussumed on scene command. The 
downed pilot WAS in bad shape due to a broken c,rm and leg as well as feeling he 
was going to pass out. He was located about 2 kilometers from the nearest route 
in an open field. His chute was hung in a tree and he was 10 ft down the hill from 
his chute, to the best of our knowledge he was brought down by a 23mm gun on a 
strafing pass. When I got there Nail 34 was pttting strikes in against the gun. 
After hearing the survivors condition and that no movement was around him, I de-
cided the sooner we could make the pick up the better. With the Nail working 
strikes, I set t, trolling the area which gave me negative results. I could get 
no ground fire from the survivors immediate arca. After numerous passes Sandy 

04 heeled the survivor say "come and get me, come and get me, they are coming" and 
thee a beeper. Battlecry 314 broke in and said the survivor was just nervous 
and wanted out. I believe the survivor was being pressed by the hostiles at the 
time because that was his last radio transmission. I decided to attempt a pick 
up at this point figuring maybe the survivor had passed out. I was going to use 
Jolly Green 60/62 being they were west of the route and wouldn't have to cross 
the road network east of the survivor. Jolly Green 64 then in no uncertain terms 
informed King he was the primary bird due to the geographicel location of the sur-
vivor within Laos. King then said we were to use Jolly Green 64/73. I brought 
Sandy 09 in and showed him the exact location of the survivor and then sent him 
back to the helicopters. Sandy 04 placed a M-47 bomb safe on top of the karst 
east of the road and I placed one west of the survivor as an IP I then briefed the 
Sandys and Jollys I wanted then to start at the eastern M-47 and fly to the western 
one at 10,000 ft or above as they crossed the road. Upon reaching the IP they 
were to descend and head 0650  to the survivor. A PJ was to be sent down to assist 
the survivor. Somewhere along the line the Jollys got toefar south and low cross-
ing the road and a 23mm gun opened up on them. We finally got things set up and 
executed the pick up phase. The Jolly found the chute and sighted the survivor. 
He had stopped in the hover when he received intense ground fire from all quad-
rants and pulled off. Jolly Green 64 then said he wanted to make another attempt 
so we tried again only to get the co-pilot and PJ shot up. I sent 09/10 and the 

• elly to Channel 103 and started Nail 47 working fast mover strikes against the 
troop positions. We then requested more Sandy's be launched to replace us. We 
started trolling the area dropping CBU but no one would shoot at us. Somewhere 
during this time Sandy 03 took 4 hits but didn't know it until later. At this 
poirt I saw the survivor for the first time leering motionless just down from his 
chute. On 2 subsequent passes I observed him but he never moved. We then brief-
ed Nail 64 on the whole area so he could brief Sandy 01 when he arrived on scene. 
We then RTB'd to Channel 93 for fuel. On the way home I gave Sandy 01 a complete 
briefing of what we had done, 
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MISTAKES* First, I let King talk me into using the Jolly Green on the eastern 
sidn of the route thus making them a target as they crossed the road. 

Second, the Jolly Green never called off ground fire until he was 
well clear of the survivor. We had no way of knowing where it was 
coming from or even that he was being shot at. 

Third, when a daisy chain is formed, ordnance should be laid down 
everytime a Sandy makes a pass. Dry passes don't do the Jolly any 
good. 

THOMAS J. LYON, 1.1,T, USAF 
Sandy 03 

WILLIAM C. OBERLIN, Capt., USAF 
Sa 	04 
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STATEMENT  

SAR for Battle Cry 315, Sandy 05/06 Capt Smith/Col Weber 

Sandy 05/06 launched from NIT at 1415 Local on 13 Mar 71. As we were enrcute 
King 26 advised us that Sandy 01/02 out of Ubon were ahead of us about 25 
minutes and would be relieving Sandy 03/04 instead of us. We were instruct-
ed to go across the trail and join with Jolly Green 71167, which we did. 
Sandy 01 was preparing for a pick up so we brought the Jollys across to the 
Forward Holding Point. (Jolly 60/62 were refueling at this time) The area 
was clear and we could see the SAR area from this point. After the brief-
ing and smoke screen was laid, Sandy 02 led. Jolly Green 71 in with myself 
and my wingman flying on either side of the Jolly laying down CBU. Approx-
imately 30 seconds after starting the hover, the Jolly called that he was 
taking ground fire from very close and was pulling out. He said one PJ had 
been wounded slightly. We escorted them to Channel 103, then returned to 
escort Jollys 60/62 since no more Sandys were available. As we neared our 
Bingo fuel Smoke 43/44 assumed the Jolly escort and we went down and ex-
pended in the SAA area. We then RIBid at approximately 1815. 

While we were in the SAR area I saw no gun fire. When the Jolly was in the 
hoverv I saw the survivor's parachute but I did not see the survivor. I 
did not see the fire the Jolly was taking and he pulled out at the sane time 
he called it. I did not hear him call the direction from which he was tak- ing fire. 

King 26 was using VHF 123.1 to brief the other Ring birds and it interrupted 
the communications between the Sandy s considerably. 

MICHAEL W. SMITH, Capt, USAF 
Sandy 05 
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STATE!-TErT  

SAR for Battlecry 315: 	Sandy 09/10 Maj Relt/Capt Taylor 

At approximetely 0900Z Queen directed Sandy 9/10 to again launch and proceed 
dire ly to the SR area. Upon arriving on scene Sandy 1, the on-scene-commander, 
commeeced briefing Sandy 9 in preparation for aesuming command. This was delayed 
for approximately 10 minutes while Nail 12 directed a fast mover strike in the area 
of the survivor. The position of the survivor was confirmel by Sendy 9, since he 
had already be(zi in the area, and command was passed at a - lproximately 1030Z. There 
was no contact with the survivor at this time. (See Note One) 

While trolling the area for ground fire a 2 3mm came ue just SE of the sur-
vivors position. Nail 12, 'Aho h-d an ide where the gun w - ls located, was request-
ed to pue a fast mover strike on the position. This was accomplished, but re-
quired a lot of time which was fast running out due to approaching derkness. 

Twigey hid been requested be S'Indy 1 and was on station, however, they re-
quired refueling by 10507,. Since they couldn't work in the area while the strike 
against 	23mm was underway, they were directed to proceed I.Fith the refueling. 
The strike was completed at approximately 1055Z. 

reenwhile, Sandy's 5 & 6, who were escorting the Jolly's, had reached their 
bingo time. They were brought in to work the area around the survivor. Sandy 10 
was lkrected to bring the Jolly Low into the SAlt area. King was requested to 
exeedite the arrivel of the Twiggy since dnrkness was rapidly covering the area. 
Smoke 41 was also directed to proceed to the SAR area. When the preparation of 

' the area around the survivor was terninated, trolling began again. No fire was 
received. 

King then advf.sed that the Twiggy birds were still on the tanker. Also, the 
Smoke aircraft arrived in the SAR area, so Chop was elected instead. Chop was 
then employed, but was not effective. (See Note Two) 

Smoke was then employed forming a corridor Cut Lhe alproach. of Jolly Green 73 
to the survivor from the V, however, by the time Jolly Green 73 arrived, which 
was excessive for some unknown reason, the smoke had moved clear of the survivors 
position and darkness had practically obscured the terrain. Jolly Green 73 was 
asked if he thought a hover wes possible. His reply was hewould know that after 
he relehed a lower altitude. He was directed to immediately depart the area at 
the first indication of ground fire. (This was deemed appropriate due to the 
failure of the smoke and Chop) 

Since the corridor was obliternted with smoke, Jolly Groan 73 was brought in 
on the side of the smoke and turned into the survivors position. (The fires 
started by the WP bombs generated some smoke, but the bulk of the WP smoke had 
blown clear of tie; survivors position) Immediately upon arkiving over the sur-
vivor the area between 20 to 30 mete s from the survivor forming an arc of approx-
imately 270 degrees exploded with automatic weapons firing tracers. Jolly Green - 
73 exited the area with one engine out and two casualties on board. The SAR 
effort for the day was terminated and Sandy's 9 & 10 escorted the JolIy's to a 

• point 35 miles out of Channel 77, then RTBId to Channel 89. 
• 



-64}tifittlf11117 
Between n500:; end 05302 the survivor was herd on severs' °cessions to 

ask thnt the recovery be expedited, that he dia't know how much longer he could 
remain conscious. He wss asked to m-intain raOlo silence until further rdvised, 
but to come-up bee2er if movement was detected in his area. Not long therenfter, 
he transmAtted several times, which were unreadEble, followed by the statement, 
"Oh God No". This was immediately followed by a short series of beepers. No 
further contact. The exact time of these trnnsmissions is unknown by Sendy 9, how-
ever, they occurred prior to the first pick-up attempt. 

NOTE TWO: There were several factors which rendered the Chop ineffective. First, 
'he vied wos high, estimnted in the area of 15-20 ts. Twc, uile of the air-
1:raft dispensed Chop, the other bombed the containers off. Three, the Chop dis- 
ensed was too high and appenred incomplete, i.e. partially expended. The result. 
ras that the enemy in the immediate area of the survivor was not subjected to the 
effects of Chop. 

K. C. BELT, Majorr  USAF 
	

Atch 

Sandy 09 
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STATEMENT  

SAR for Battle Cry 315, Smoke 41/42 Capt Stewart/Major Nicholson 

Launched at 1325 and proceeded to 020/88/82 to orbit with Jolly Green 67/60. 
Orbitted with them until they withdrew to the west for refueling. While Jolly 
Grecn 62/60 were refueling we maintained our orbit at the original position. 
111c.IA sandy 01 stated that hemould use 62/60 in an attempted' pick up, we 
started west to escort them. In the meantime Jolly Green 71167 had slipped 
across the trail and were picked for a pickup attempt. This put us far out 
of position to the west. We had trouble locating the IF due to poor tacan 

in both birds and the haze. After reaching the I? we were briefed by Sandy 
01 on the situation and where he wanted the smoke. We layed the smoke and 
were told to hold to the west. An we were proceeding back to the IF Sandy 
01 ask us to put 20mm along the road to the east which we did. After Jolly 
Green 71 was shot off we RTBId to 89 due to fuel. 

JOHN W. STEWART, Capt, USAF 
Smoke 11 

Atch 6 

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED



\."11444.11LEST444Thillti - 

SAR for Battle Cry 315 Smoke 43/44/Lt Anderson /Major Arnold 

Pri9Ice 43/44 Tar1ohe0 from Channel 89 at 16551 for a last light effort. We ar-rived on the scene at 1735, at which time we relieved Sandy 05/06 and orbited 
with Jolly 60/62. Shortly there after one of the Jollies had a fire light and 
had to shut down an engine. They RTB'd and left the primary responsibilities to the Da Nang jollies. At approximately 1505 we went down to execute both our Chop and the Smoke. Sandy 09 uhowed us where he wanted the ordnance and we 
proceeded to expend. Due to an aircraft malfunction Smoke 43's CBU-30's bomb-ed off. (NOTE) CBU 30 makes a beautiful explosion when it hits the ground. 
Smoke 44 did a beautiful job however and pet his Cho!? right on targot. I 
doubt that the Chop had any effect due to an approximate 20 kt wind. After the Chop was expended Sandy 09 wanted the Smoke. We set up two parallel smoke' 

ecieens running north east to south west with the survivor in the middle. The 
Jolliet] executed about:5 minutes after the screen was laid and due to the dark-

ness the smokes held high and stayed out of everyone° way. As the Jolly cane to a hover over the survivor what appeared to be three 12.7's or possibly ZPU'e 
opened up on the Jolly. All of the guns were extremely close to where the sur-
vivor was supposed to be. Due to the darkness and my distande away I cannot 
estimai:e accurately how close they were* With 20/20 hind sight I can Bay that we shouldn't have even tried but at the time we all felt that we had to make one more attempt. The fact that the first tet of Jollies had to go home set us 
back a little in that it took a pretty long time to get the other Jollies in 
the area. 

Theene problem that has really set us back is our inability to get A-1's and 
slowmover strikes to effectively sanitize the area around the survivor. I 
think maybe we should develop some ideas on how we could handle thib;problem., 

RALPH P. ANDERSON, UT, USAF 
Smoke 43 

CARROL B. ARNOLD, Major, USAF 
Smoke 44 Atoh 9 
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The aircraft commander of Jolly Green 72 who made the pick-

up was Captain David H. Wammer. 

The month of March started off with a Medevac from Con 

Son island to Long Binh hospital. On 2 March 71 the Jollys 

at our FOL were notified that a Vietnamese Seaman was very/ 

ill at Con Son. Jolly Greens 73 and 66 were dispatched to 

the island for the evacuation. The mission was completed 

without incident. The aircraft commander of the Jolly Green 

making the evacuation was Captain Karlton I. Bakke. 

On 6 March 71 Jolly Greens 71 and 64 were holding west 

of Channel 103 in preparation for an attempted pickup of 

seven survivors of an Army helicopter which was shot down. 

One of the Sandy aircraft preparing the area was hit by 

ground fire and the pilot was forced to bail out. Jolly 

Green 71, flown by Major Mudd, observed the bailout and im-

mediately recovered the pilot. dther Jolly Greens from the 

37 ARRS took over the Witchdoctor mission but all attempts 

to rescue the seven survivors by helicopter were unsuccessful 

due to hostile fire. A ground team did recover the seven men 

the next day. 

On 13 March 71  the 37 ARRS had a most eventful but unsuc-

cessful day. A Navy A-7, call sign  Battle Cry 315,  was shot 

down at a position 225 degrees for 50 miles from Channel 103. 

The pilot of the A-7 had ejected and was injured. Voice contact 

was established with the survivor and the SAR was initiated. 

Jolly Greens 64 and 73 departed Channel 77 for the area. Sandy 

aircraft began working the area and small arms fire was observed. 
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At 0520Z the first attempt was made. Jolly Green 64, flown 

by Lt Col Brown, came to a hover near the survivor but was 

driven off by intense ground fire. After evaluating the con-

dition of his aircraft and crew, Lt Col Brown elected to make 

another attempt. On this try, again intense small arms fire 

was encountered and the copilot, Major Frank J. Pehr, was 

severely wounded in the left leg. A pararescueman had 

received a minor wound on the first attempt. At this point 

Jolly Green 64 had to depart the scene to get Major Pehr to a 

hospital. Jolly Greens 71 and 67 replaced them on scene and at 

0853Z another attempt was initiated. Again heavy small arms 

fire was encountered and minor flesh wounds were received by 

three of the crewmembers. Jolly Green 71, commanded by Major 

Donald L. Jensen, was forced to RIB to Channel 103. Jolly Greens 

71 and 67 wore then replaced by Jolly Greens 73 and 70. When 

they arrived at the scene it was getting dark and it was decided 

to make one last rescue attempt before complete darkness. At 

1100Z JG 71, flown by Lt Col Copperthite, made a run into the 

area. As the helicopter started to slow down, intense small arms 

firs was encountered. Jolly Green 71 was forced to leave the 

area on one engine and with two wounded crewmembers_ All SAR 

efforts for Battle Cry 315 were terminated. The pilot had not been 

heard from for several hours and he is listed as missing in 

action. Major Frank Pehr was the most seriously wounded on the 

Battle Cry 315 mission. He was hospitalized on the hospital ship 

Sanctuary for approximately two weeks and then air evacuated fn 

the CONUS. 
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The aircraft commander of Jolly Green 72 who made the pick-

up was Captain David H. Wanner. 

The month of March started off with a Medevac from Con 

Son island to Long Binh hospital. On 2 March 71 the Jollys 

at our FOL were notified that a Vietnamese Seaman was very/ 

ill at Con Son. Jolly Greens 73 and 66 were dispatched to 

the island for the evacuation. The mission was completed 

without incident. The aircraft commander of the Jolly Green 

making the evacuation was Captain Kariton I. Bakke. 

On 6 March 71 Jolly Greens 71 and 64 were holding west 

of Channel 103 in preparation fcr an attempted pickup of 

seven survivors of an Army helicopter which was shot down. 

One of the Sandy aircraft preparing the area was hit by 

ground fire and the pilot was forced to bail out. Jolly 

Green 71, flown by Major Mudd, observed the bailout and im-

mediately recovered the pilot. Other Jolly Greens from the 

37 ARRS took over the Witchdoctor mission but all attempts 

to rescue the seven survivors by helicopter were unsuccessful 

due to hostile fire. A ground team did recover the seven men 

the next day. 

On 13  March 71 the  37  ARRS had a most eventful but unsuc-

cessful day. A Navy A-7, call zign Battle Cry 315, was shot 

down at a position 225 degrees for 50 miles from Channel 103. 

The pilot of the A-7 had ejected and was injured. Voice contact 

was established with the survivor and the SAR was initiated. 

Jolly Greens 64 and 73 departed Channel 77 for the area. Sandy 

aircraft began working the area and small arms fire was observed. 
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At 0520Z the first attempt was made. Jolly Green 64, flown 

by Lt Col Brown, came to a hover near the survivor but was 

driven off by intense ground fire. After evaluating the con-

dition of his aircraft and crew, Lt Col Brown elected to make 

another attempt. On this try, again intense small arms fire 

was encountered and the copilot, Major Frank J. Pehr, was 

severely wounded in the left leg. A pararescueman had 

received a minor wound on the first attempt. At this point 

Jolly Green 64 had to depart the scene to get Major Pehr to a 

hospital. Jolly Greens 71 and 67 replaced titem on scene and at 

0853Z another attempt was initiated. Again heavy small arms 

fire was encountered and minor flesh wounds were received by 

three of the crewmembers. Jolly Green 71, commanded by Major 

Donald L. Jensn, was forced to RIB to Channel 103. Jolly Greens 

71 and 67 wpre then replaced by Jolly Greens 73 and 70. When 

they arrived at the scene it was getting dark and it was decided 

to make one last rescue attempt before complete darkness. At 

1100Z JG 71, flown by It Col Copperlhite, made a run into the 
area. As the helicopter started to slow down, Intense small arms 
firia was encountered. Jolly Green 71 was forced to leave the 

area on one engine and with two wounded crewmembers- All SAR 

efforts for Battle Cry 315 were terminated. The pilot had not been 
heard from for several hours and he is fisted as missing in 

action. Major Frank Pehr was the most seriously wounded on the 
Battle Cry 315 mission. He was hospitalized on the hospital ship 

Sanctuary for approximately two weeks and then air evacuated to 

the CONUS. 
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40th ARRSq History, 1 Jan - 31 Mar 1971 	 7 

(S)  BATTLE CRY 315: On 13 March, an  A-7 pilot ejected in the Lam Song 

7195  area. Two Jolly Greens were scrambled and went to an orbit area 

near the survivor. It was decided to use the Jolly Greens from the 

37th ARRS, also in the orbit area, for the attempted run-in. There was 

no further participation by the 40th ARRS in this mission. 
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CITATION 10 ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE SILVER STAR 

MICHAEL A. CURTIS 

Airman First Class Michael A. Curtis distinguished himself by gal-
lantry in connection with military operations against an opposing 
armed force rear Tchepone, Laos, on 13 March 1971. On that date, 
Airman Curtis was a Pararescue Specialist on an FU-i-53 Rescue yell-
copter that twice attempted the rescue of a wounded United States 
Navy pilot from certain death or capture by hostile armed forces. 
With full knowledge of the extent of hostile fire in the area, and 
with complete disregard for his own personal safety, Airman Curtis 
continued to expose himself manning his gun position after being 
wounded, until withering ground fire crippled the helicopter and 
wounded another crew member, making continued rescue attempts 
impossible. By his gallwtry and devotion to duty, Airman Curtis 
has reflected great credit upon himself and the United States Air 
Force,. 



CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 
(FIRST OAK LEAF CLUSTER) 

TO 

JAMES D. SCOTT 

Master Sergeant James D. Scott distinguished himself by heroism while 
participating in aerial flight as a Pararescue Technician on an HH-53 
Rescue Helicopter, near Tchepone, Laos, on 13 March 1971. On that date, 
Sergeant Scott attempted the rescue of a wounded United States Wavy 
pilot from certain death or capture by hostile armed forces. With full 
knowledge that two other helicopters had been driven off by ground fire, 
and with complete disregard for his own personal safety, Sergeant Scott 
continued to expose himself manning his gun position after being wounded, 
until withering ground fire crippled the helicopter and wounded another 
crew member, making continued rescue attempts impossible. The outstanding 
heroism and selfless devotion to duty displayed by Sergeant Scott reflect 
great credit upon himself and the United States Air Force. 



CITATION 10 ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE SILVER STAR 

STEVEN C. RHDDY 

Airman First Class Steven C0 Rhod,y distinguished himself by gal-
lantry in connection with military-  operations against an opposing 
armed force near Tchepone„ La.os, on 13 March 1971.   On that date s, 
Airman lihody was a Pararescue Specialist on an HH-53 Rescue Heli-
copter that twice attempted the rescue of a W3 unded United States 
Navy pilot from certain death or capture by hostile armed forces. 
With full knowledge of the extent of hostile fire in the area, and 
with complete disregard for his own persanal safety, Airmen Rhod,y 
twice exposed himself on the rescue hoist outside the door of the 
helicopter to descend to help the wounded survivor on the ground, 
until withering ground fire crippled the helicopter and wounded two 
crew members, making ,continued rescue attempt's impossible, By his 
gallantry and devotion to duty, Airman Rhody has reflected great 
credit upon himself and the United States Air Force, 



To: 	Bob Lapointe, rlapointe 
From: Jim Scott, INTERNET:jdscott@jps.net  
Date: 4/7/99, 1:58 PM 
Re: 	Thanks for the reply 

Thank you for the reply upon receiving that stuff. You don't have to 
return the clipping on Dave Rhody. Don't know where it come from I do 
have a copy. The reason I sent the original is it has a base team 
spdtts standing on the back and by looking at that you may be able to 
figure where it came from by the units mentioned. 	 1 
I will go into a couple of other things that happened while I was 

thel .e that you may be able to use. You can varify/get more info on ' 
these from Swerve ie dates etc. 

A Navy aircraft had been shot down just South of Tchepone Laos where 
the trail crosses on the evening of 12 March 71. Swerve and I were on 
alert the next day on the high bird. Major Frank Pehr was the-Co Pilot 
of the low bird Steve Rhody (Dave's son) was his #2pJ cant remember who 
the other PJ was. You could see the survivors parachute and he had been 
injured. Just as soon as they were in a hover with the 41PJ in the door 
on the penatrator all hell broke Loose Major.Pehr took a round throu0 
his thigh cutting the femoral artery. Col Brown the pilot started 
pulling out screaming for the Sandys to come and lead him out, but the 
Sandys had split to the four wend and no one came to his aid but us. I 
had never Seen anything like that from the Sandys before nor did I ever 
seen them skip out again. 	Steve Rhody stuck his finger in the hole to 
help stop the blood flow. We took him back to Quang Tri where an Army 
dust off took him out to the Santuary  (  Hospotai ship) we didn't know 
that they had closed the hospital at Quang Tn. 
We went back to DaNang while another one of out 53s went in and got t 

 shot off. In the early after noon the survivor had told the SAR forces 
notito try any more just Bumb the hell out of him because he was just. 
bait that they were set up around him and suckering the choppers in for 
an easy kill. Later in the afternoon the survivor screamed "OH MY GOD 
NO" and that was the last that was heard from him. 
We had by now made in down to alfa 1 low and back we went. It was 

just dusky dark when they, decided to send us in for a last ditch effort 
to try and get him. They briefed us that ann Al was going to drop some 
Blouie-52 and we should all war our gas masks. I was the # 1 PJ and 
told the pilot that I would stay on my gun until we were in a hover and 
not getting hammered. As we settled into a hover they pooped a flair 
above us and all hell broke loose. Henry Kirk on out high bird said it 
was beautiful to look at. All our minies sending solid streams of 
tracers and the bad guys sending all different colored tracers at us. I 
felt something hit my leg and about that same time the pilot Col Harry 
Copperthite said he had been hit and that we had an engine shot out and 
may be going in as we pulled off. I smelled fuel and there was smoke 
inside the fuselage. I looked back at Swerve and he was hammering away. 
The floor of  the chopper  was awash with some kind of liquid,the whole 
world was on  fire  and it  reflected  in the liquid running towards the 
ramp. We  had  smoke,fuel; and  I  expected next wake up dead. Thank gocOwe 
were in a 53-C because no H-3 or B model would have had the power to , 
coMie out. when the pilot was hit he called for the co-pilot but none of 
us could get him to respond. It turned out his intercom had been shot 
out. The pilot had been hit with shrapnel in both his arms and hands. 
I had it in my right leg calf. 
Our drop tanks had the foam in them so we kept them on for protection. 

they were full of holes. "the smell" the engine wiring had ben shot out 
"the smoke" and our 5 gallon water can had been blown to heck "the 
fluid" 
After we got to a Safe altitude and back to SVN we started clearing 

all the weapons. Swerve And I were standing about half way to the ramp 
when Swere took his CAR -17 

1 



Pulled back to bolt to eject to round in the chamber,let it go forward 
and then took out the magazine out. and pulled the trigger as we always 
did. Thank god the barrel was pointing towards the open ramp when it 
shot. The plane made a few sudden jerks then the pilot asked what was 
that. I said cook off sir. Get with Swerve and have him go over this 
and see how his memory sees it that IS if you can or want to use any of 
it. Please confirm about the Sandys with him. We had seven people 
wounded that day. 

I'll send you some more stuff that is comical later. 

Scotty 
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To: 	Bob Lapointe, rlapointe 
From: Jim Scott, INTERNET:jdscott@jps.net  
Date: 4/7/99, 1:58 PM 
Re: 	Thanks for the reply 

Thank you for the reply upon receiving that stuff. You don't have to 
return the clipping on Dave Rhody. Don't know where it come from I do 
have a copy. The reason I sent the original is it has a base team 
spdrts standing on the back and by looking at that you may be able to 
figure where it came from by the units mentioned. 	 1 
I will go into a couple of other things that happened while I was 

the that you may be able to use You can varify/get more info on ' 
these from Swerve ie dates etc. 

A Navy aircraft had been shot down just South of Tchepone Laos where 
the trail crosses on the evening of 12 March 71. Swerve and I were on 
alert the next day on the high bird. Major Frank Pehr was the-Co Pilot 
of the low bird Steve Rhody (Dave's son) was his #2PJ cant remember who 
the other PJ was. You could see the survivors parachute and he had been 
injured. Just as soon as they were in a hover with the #1PJ in the door 
on the penatrator all hell broke loose Major.Pehr took a round throug 
his thigh cutting the femoral artery. Col Brown the pilot started 
pulling out screaming for the Sandys to come and lead him out, but the 
Sandys had split to the four wend and no one came to his aid but us- I 
had never seen anything like that from the Sandys before nor did I ever 
seen them skip out again. 	Steve Rhody stuck his finger in the hole to 
help stop the blood flow. We took him back to Quang Tri where an Army 
dust off took him out to the Santuary ( Hospotal ship) we didn't know 
that they had closed the hospital at Quang Tn. 
We went back to DaNang while another one of out 53s went in and got i 

 shot off. In the early after noon the survivor had told the SAP. forces 
note to try any more just Bumb the hell out of him because he was just. 
bait that they were set up around him And suckering the choppers in for 
an easy kill. Later in the afternoon the survivor screamed "OH MY GOD 
NO" and that was the last that was heard from him. 
We had by now made in down to alfa 1 low and back we went. It was 

Just dusky dark when they decided to send us in for a last ditch effort 
to try and get him. They briefed us that ann Al was going to drop some 
Blouie-52 and we should all war our gas masks. I was the if 1 PJ and 
told the pilot that I would stay on my gun until we were in a hover and 
not getting hammered. As we settled into a hover they pooped a flair 
above us and all hell broke loose. Henry Kirk on out high bird said it 
was beautiful to look at. All our minies sending solid streams of 
tracers and the bad guys sending all different colored tracers at us. I 
felt something hit my leg and about that same time the pilot Col Harry 
Copperthite said he had been hit and that we had an engine shot out and 
may be going in as we pulled off. I smelled fuel and there was smoke 
inside the fuselage. I looked back at Swerve and he was hammering away. 
The floor of the chopper was awash with some kind of liquid,the whole 
wead was on fire and it reflected in the liquid running towards the 
ramp. We had smoke, fuel; and I expected next wake up dead. Thank godlwe 
werp in a 53-C because no H-3 or B model would have had the power to 
cone out. when the pilot was hit he called for the co-pilot but none Of 
us 'could get him to respond. It turned out his intercom had been shot 
out. The pilot had been hit with shrapnel in both his arms and hands. 
I had it in my right leg calf. 
Our drop tanks had the foam in them so we kept them on for protection. 

they were full of holes. "the smell" the engine wiring had ben shot out 
"the smoke" and our 5 gallon water can had been blown to heck "the 
fluid" 

After we got to a safe altitude and back to SVN we started clearing 
all the weapons. Swerve and I were standing about half way to the ramp 
when Swere took his CAR -17 



Pulled back to bolt to eject to round in the chamber,let it go forward 
and then took out the magazine out. and pulled the trigger as we always 
did. Thank god the barrel was pointing towards the open ramp when it 
shot. The plane made a few sudden jerks then the pilot asked what was 
that. I said cook off sir. Get with swerve and have him go over this 
and see how his memory sees it that is if you can or want to use any of 
it. Please confirm about the Sandys with him. We had seven people 
wounded that day. 

V11 send you some more stuff that i8 comical later. 

Scotty 
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AF int7 iuMolver Laos, 
alert PJs save 

ON THE DECK OF THE U.S.S. 
SANCTUARY, Off the coast of Viet-
nam — As a final chapter in a fast-
moving human drama, U.S. Air Force 
Maj. Frank J. Fehr was hoisted on a 
waiting helicopter by his fellow res-
cuemen to be readied for his journey 
home for recovery. 

Major Pehr, a helicopter pilot with 
the 37th Aerospace Rescue and Recov-
ery Squadron at Da Nang, was injured 
recently during a search and rescue 
mission in Laos. 

Major Fehr was the co-pilot on the 
first of several HH-53 Super Jolly 
Green Giant rescue helicopters into 
the area where a fighter aircraft had 
been shot down by enemy gunfire. On 
the third pass over the area, his heli-
copter received a heavy barrage of 
ground fire and the major was hit. 

He credited the fast reaction of the 
pararescuemen on board for saving  

his life 
his life. "I blacked out shortly after I 
was hit, but I'm told the 133s went 
right to work and stopped the bleed-
ing," he said. 

Lt. Col. Royal A Brown, command-
er of the 37th, was the aircraft com-
mander on the rescue helicopter. He 
immediately headed to Quang Tri, the 
nearest medical facility. After initial 
medical treatment at Quang Tri, the 
major was airlifted to the Sanctuary 
for specialized care and surgery. 

Major Fehr was on the Sanctuary 
approximately 10 days for treatment 
and to regain his strength from loss of 
blood. Upon his release and return to 
Da Nang, he was welcomed by Colonel 
Brown and the other men who partici-
pated in the rescue attempt. 

The major was taken to the 22d Ae-
romedical Staging Flight, from where 
he was airlifted aboard a MAC C-141 
to the USAF hospital at Chanute AFB, 
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37th TakesCare 
Of Their Own 

A WARM 14ELCME PACK--Maj. Frank J. 
Pehr is welcomed back to Da Nang by 
Lt. Col. Harry S. Copperthite (left) 
and Lt. Col. Royal A. Brown, the oper-
ations officer and commander of the 
37th ARRS, respectively. Major Pehr 
was returning to Da Nang from the 
U.S.S. Sanctuary, where he was treated 
for injuries he received during a 
recent rescue attempt, on his way 
to the USAF Hospital at Chanute APR, 
In, for recovery. (Photo by ,TSgt. 

a 
The major was taken to the 22d Aeromed-

ical Staging Flie-t, from where he was 
airlifted to the USAF Hospital at Chanute 
AFB, Ill. 
Although at one time he was hanging on 

the edge of death, the major said with 
smile, "from here on, it's just a matter 
of recovery." 

ON THE PICK 01. TLL U.S.S. SANCTUARY, 
Off the coast of the Republic of Vietnam- 

As a final chapter in a fast-moving 
human drama, Maj. Frank J. Pehr was 
hoisted on the waiting helicopter by his 
fellow crewmen to be readied for his 
journey home for recovery. 
Major Pehr, a helicopter pilot with the 

37th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squad-
ron (ARKS) her', was injured recently 
during an attempted Search and Rescue 
(SAR) mission in Lacs. 
Major Pehr was the co-pilot on the 

first HH-53 Super Jolly Green Giant 
Rescue helicopter into the area where a 
fighter aircraft had been shot down by 
enemy gunfire. On the third pass over 
the area, while searching for survivors, 
the helicopter received a heavy barrage 
of ground fire and the major was hit. 
He credited the fast reaction of the 

pararescuemen (PJ's) on board for saving 
his life. "I blacked out shortly after I 
was hit, but I'm told the PJ's went right 
to work and stopped the bleeding," he 
said. 
Lt. Col. Royal A. Brown, commander of 

the 37th, was the aircraft commander on 
the rescue helicopter. He immediately 
headed to Quang Tri, the nearest medical 
facility. After initial medical treat-
ment at Quang Tri, the major was airlift-
ed to the Sanctuary for specialized care 
and surgery. As the rescue helicopter 
left the SAR area other aircraft from the 
37th continued the search for the downed 
fighter pilot. Five other rescue crewmen 
were injured before the futile seerch was 
terminated. 

The  men  of the 37th had put out a maxi-
mum effort to get the man out, hut to  no 
avail. "The rescue helicopters are a 
downed creomember's insurance policy and 
there's not one of us here who Wouldn't 
do it all over again," commented Colonel 
Brrwn, "It's very seldom that we aren't 
able to get a pilot out." 
Major Pehr was  on the Sanctuary approx-

imately ten days for treatment and to re-
gain his strength from the loss of blood. 
Upon his release and return to Da Nang, 
he was welcomed by Colonel Frown and the 
other men who participated in the rescue 
attempt.  


