CaTB: 25 Feb 71 1llar 71
MISSICN NUMBER: A=3=-008=25 Feb 7L

AIRCRAFT DESIGHATION: King 24 Classifisd by
SUBJECT TO STl DECTASSITICATTION

DISTRESSED ATRCRAFT: Gunfighter 44 'SCHEDULE CF 2500 DIVI ORDIR 11632
AUTOMATITALLY DOHRGRADED AT TWO

LOCATION: 34 1M from CH 103(130/3L4/CH LOEAR INTIRTALS
pECLASSIFTZC on_ 9/ Pl T 7

SAVES: 1 Combat

(C) At 02362 King 24 overheard a broken radio transmission from
Canang Tower talking to Gunfighter 44 about a Mayday. King 24 con=-
tacted Danang Tower and learned thzt Gunfighter 44 had called Hay-
day 34 MM out of CH 103 with the front seater incapacitated and
battle danage on the aircrait. The backseater was flying the aireraft
and proceeding to CH 77. Xinz 24 attempted to contact Gunfighter 44
with negative resulis while also establishing communications with
Panama for radar positions on the distressed aircraft. DNo escort
aircraft were available, Gunfignters position was 1300/3&/CH103
heading south. GQueen launched JG 66 and 72 and Sandies 9 and 10 at
02382 and relayed that Gunfighter's controlling agency had directed
him to proceed to CH 87(Phu Cat) for attempted lancding or bailout
due to better weather there,

King 24 attempted contact several times with Gunfighter 44 on Guard
and on his company frequency with negative results. King 25 con-
tacted Phu Cat approach control and requested launch of Fedro and
emergency equipment be standing by. Guniighter 44 came up on Fhu
Cat approach control's freguency and £ing 24 estaclished communica-
tions with the aircraft at 0252Z2; Phu Cat had positive radar contact
and began issuing vectors. Gunfighter L4 confirmed that the front
seater was totally incapacitated and that he was proceeding to CH

87 for bailout over the field.

At 030272 a Guard transmission relayed that two good chutes were
sighted, 3nd Phu Cat relayed loss of radar contact with Gunfighbter
4& at 065 /12.5/CH 87. King 24 went out on Cuard for any aireraft
near that position to contact King. Lucky 15 ancd 3ulldog 21, two
Army med-evac choppers, came up on radio about 5 NM north of the
bailout position preoceeding in that dirsction. At 0308Z King 24
assumed on-scene-cormmander and talked to Zunfighter 44 Bravo who re-
ported that he and the Alpha man were both on the oceach and that he
was all right. B3Bravo said that he was wzikingz to Alpha to check
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him over,

At 0311Z Bulldog 21 and Lucky 15 spotted Gunfighter 44 Alpha and
Bravo and dropsed in to make the pickup. Srave was on Zulldog 21
and Alpha was on Lucky 15. Lucky 15 reported that the alpha man was
dead. Both choppers proceeded to Phu Cat to the hospital ancd landed
at 0330Z,

King 24 Crewmembers SAR Torces
AC/AMC Caot Nader Xing 24

CP Capt Fetit JG 66, 72

ol Capt Thomas Sandies 9., 10

RO TSgt Martz

TE MSgt Yogeodzinski Additional Forces

Ly SSgt Richardson
Luccy 15
Zulldog 21

Yt k. A

4, MADER, Jr, Ca
fireraft Commarder/Airtorne bission Commander

e
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RUMFRBAJCTIF 77 . . SCHEDULE 0F EX®SUTIVE ORDER 116

- RUHGOSA/CTG 77,0 Ve e ¥ AUTOMATICALLY DOWWGRADED AT TW§ INFD | Cvs

 RUMOJAR/39ARRS CAM RANH BAY AB RVBNR INTERVALS 9
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RUMUJGA/DET 13+ 38ARRS PHU CAT AR RVN e

RUMOREA/S56SON NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB TRhsthD ‘;4aé52i

PAGE_2 RUMUJNADL7S €. FIDEN Ak J
FO RUMOSRA/OL-B 3Aﬁ§@¢ Unun B THAILAND ‘ [ ,ﬁ;‘-
UJBA/37ARRS DANANG AB RVN ‘ _ = f
RUMURHAAZ/IST AVN BRIGADE LONG BINH RVN | i id | G
RUMUJBA/366TH TFW DANANG AB RVN - ;//
37
CONFIDENTZIAL/JOPREP JIFFY/OL-A 3ARRGP/RESCUE 008/
“g40B0 25 FEB Ti.. T St P R S SN o S AT
1. RESCUE OPENING/CLOSING REPORT 25 FEB 71.
2. MISSION NUMBER: A=3=008=-25 FFB 71
3. SITUATION: RECOVERY OF DOWNED AIRCRFW MEMBERS.
A. DESCRIPTION OF SAR OBRJECTIVE:
(1) F-4C/66~8691/CAMOFLAGED/GUNFIGHTER 44.
{2) TACTICAL , ,
(3) PILOT: RICHARD K. SOMERS» MAJORs 390TFSs DANANG AB RVN
{(4) POB = 2
(5) WEATHER: 4,500 SCATTERED: GOOD VISIBILITY.
{6) SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT: USAF STANDARD -
{(7) LAST KNOWN POSITION: 1403N 10914E.
8. ACTIONS TAKEN:
(1) CONTROLLING AGENCYt OL=As 3ARRGP. NOTIFIED AT 0235

PAGE 3 Ru%UJNAﬂiJQﬁcnnmN.EAJHD.E NI I A
25 FEB 71 BY PANAMA RADAR THAT GUNFIGHf‘ﬁ"ﬁE‘WﬁS KIT+s THE PILOT
WAS INCAPACITATED AnND THE BACKSEATER WAS FLYING THE AIRCRAFT.
(2) FOLLOWING SAR FORCES ALERTED:
{A) 39ARRS AT 0236 25 FEB 71.
(B). 37ARRS AT G23k 25 FIB 7i.

IMMEDIATE




IMMEDIATE

(’ 20414

‘ | )
(C) 5650w AT 0236 25 FEB T1. | S
(D) DET 13, 38ARRSs AT 0250 25 FEB 71. J
(3} FOLLWOING SAR FORCFS WERE LAUNCHED OR DIVERTEN:
(A) 39ARRS AT 0236 25 FEB 71 = K=26+ C-130P
(B) 37ARRS AT 0245 25 FES 71 = J6 5&/72, HH-53
{C) B56SOW AT 0249 25 FEB 71 =- SANDY 9/10, Al-H '
=N (3) DET 13 33 ARRS-AT'0305 25 FEB 71 - PEDRO 33/3u;
HH=43.
" C. PERSONNEL ;NFO‘ e T
(1) 2 PERSONS INVOLVED — 2 PERSDNS LOCATED: 2 RECOVERED
1 SAVEDs 1 DECEASED. /-
(2} SAR OBJECTIVE LOCATED BY BULLDOG 21 AND LUCKY 15 AT
0314 25 FEB 71 COORNINATES 1403N 10814E.
(2) RECOVERY BY ARMY HELICOPTERs LANDED BY DOWNED AIRCREH
FOR PICK=UP. ek

PAGE_u ﬁuuuauunlzaﬁcﬁ.!i
(4) BOTH CREW MEMBE
PHU CAT AB RVNe
D« FLYING ACTIVITY: ,
(1) 39ARRS = 1 SORTIE FOR 0.8HOURS.
(2} 37ARRS = 7 SORTIES FOR 1.0 HOURS.
(3) 56S0W = 2 SORTIES FOR 1.0 HOURS.
(%) DET 13, 38ARRS = 2 SORTIES FOR 0.9 HOURS.
e E. RCC MAKING SAVES CAPT A. NADERs 30ARRS. 1 PERSON SAVED
JOHN S. TALLEY, 390TFS+ DANANG ARe RVNs 3GARRS CREDITED WITH
1. COMBAY» AIRCREW MFMBER SAVE. 1297TH HELICOPTER ASSAULT SQUADRON
CREDITEDAITH 1 COMBAT AIRCREW MEMBER SAuE.
G. SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS: -
(1) AT 0235 25 FEB 71+ CL-A RECEIV;D A CALL FROM PANAMA
RADAR THAT GUNFIGHMTER 44 (F=4C) WAS HIT BY ENEMY FIRE AND THAT THE
BRAVO MAN (BACKSEATFR) WAS FLYING THE AIRCRAFT. THE ALPHA MAN ;
{FRONTSEATER) WAS INCAPACITATED AND UNARLE TO FLY THE AIRCRAFT.
THE 366TH COMMAND POST DIRECTED GUNFIGHTER 44 TO CONTINUE TO
PHU CAT AB BECAUSE OF BETTER WEATHER. THE DESISION WAS MADE BY
366TH TFW CP.TO HAVE THE CREW. BAILOUT OVER. THE COAST NORTH EAST
- OF PHU CAT. AT 52357 JG 66 AND T2 (HH-S:) ‘SANDY 9 AND ‘10 (A1=H)'

PAGE 5 RUMUJNAQLTZY C ONF I DENTTI AL

AND K=24 (C=130P) WFRE NOTIFIED. K=ZW BETAME™MISSION COMMANDER (AMC) AT
THAT TIME. THE JG'S AND SANDY' PROCEEDED TOWARD PHU CAT. THE

JRCC AT TAN SON NHUT ALERTED DET 13 PEDRO'S 33 AND 34 (HH=-43) AT
PHU CAT FOR A POSSIRLE PICK=UP. AT 0305Z OL=A RECEIVED WORD THAT
THE CREW HAD BAILED OUT. 2 GOOD CHUTES WERS ORSERVED AND REPORTED
AT 03092. THE CREW LANDED ON THE BEACH 11 MILES NORTHEASYT OF

PHU CAT (1403N 1091uaf). BULLOOG 21 AND LUCKY 15 (BOTH UH=1H MED
EVACS) WERE FLYING IN THE AREA. SAW THE CHUTES AND LANDED NEXT TO
THE CRFW MEMBERS. S1ILLOCG 21 PICKED-UP THE BRAVO MAK AND REPORTED
HIM IN GCOD CONDITION. LUCKY ‘15 PICKED=UP THE ALPHA MAN AND ‘
@PORTED HIC DOA. BOTH WERE TAKEN 7O PHU CAT HOSPITAL. ALL SAR
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FORCES WERE THEN RTR. THERE WERE NO REFUELINGS. THE I6ARRS AND
THE 129TH HELICOPTER ASSAULT COMPANY ARE CREDITED uer 1 COMBAT
AIRCREW MEMBER SAVE,

(2) TOTAL FLYING ACTIVITY: SEE ITEM 3D.
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CITaTI0N TO ACCOMPANY TEE £X.RD OF

THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROS3
(SECOND QAKX LZAF CLUSTER)

TO

JOSEPH S. STANALAND

Staff Sergesat Jossph S, Stanaland diatinguished himself by extraordinary
achisvemsni while participating in aerial flight as a FH-53 liescus Hslicop-
ter Pararescus and Hecovery Technician, (Oth Asrcspace Fescus ard Eesevery
Squadron at Nakhon Fhanom Foyal Thai Alr Fores Base, Thailland on 2§ Febrw-
ary 1971. On that date, Sergeant Stanaland flsv an sxtremsly hasardous
mission deep into hostils territory in an attempt tc resecus sn imeriecan pi-
lot downed by hostils fire. In spite of adverss weather conditions and the
constant threat of hostils fire, Sergeant Stanaland aecomplished this high-
1y intriecate and hasardous misalon irn support of free world forces som-
batting aggression. The professional compeience, serial skill, and devotion
to duty dleplayed by Sergeant Stanaland reflect grest oredit upon himself
and the United Siates Air Fores.



The second Phantom lost on this day was wking past in a night
mission in the same area. Capt Hedditch was making his third
pass on a target near Ban Tampanke when his aircraft was
struck by ground fire. In this instance both the crew ejected suc-
cessfully and were rescued by a USAF helicopter.

Sunday, August 25, 2002 (2).jpg



25 February 1971

F-4D  06-8091 366 TFW, USAF. Da Nang

Maj Richard Keith Somers (KIA)

Capt) § Talley (survived)
Again, two Phantoms were shot down during two unrelated Steel
Tizer missivns in southern Laos. Maj Sumers was bombing
ciemy troops in contact with frieadly forces near Ban Tam-
panko, 17 miles southwest of Khe Sanh. The aircraft was hit in
thw: cockpit at 1,000 feet on its fourth pass. Maj Somers may have
heen wounded or his ejection seat damaged, as he did not follow
Gapt Talley out of the aircraft. The WSO was subsequently res-
ctied by 2 USAF helicopter.

F-4D  65-0637 12 TFW, USAF. Phu Cat
Capt Hedditch (survived)
1Lt T McLaughlin (survived)

Sunday, August 25, 2002.jpg
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Jolly Greens 64 and 73 were alerted on 19 February that
Covey 275 had crashed west of Channel 77. Both hellcopters
proceeded to the scene where they were Joined by the SAR
force, No chutes were observed and no beeper could be heard.
The cockpit seemed to be intact so It was decided that a
pararescueman should be lowered to determine if there were
survivors. This was accomplished and both Jolly Greens re-
turned to Da Nang Afld, RVN.

On 25 February 71, Cobra 23 was shot down at 263 degrees
for 43 miles off Channel 103. Jolly Greens 66 and 72 were
scrambled from Da Nang and were placed in a holding point
west of Channel 103, Jolly Greens 65 and 71 were later
scrambled to the area. Weather and night fall prevented a
pickup attempt so all SAR forces were returned to base. A
first light effort was planned for the next morning. All
SAR forces were reassembled in the area the next morning but
the rescue was delayed untl]l hostile forces dould be ellmin-
ated. At 1230 Local the area was ready and the plckup of
both crewmembers was successful. The low bird, Jolly Green
65 flown by Captaln Bakke did take several hits from small
arms fire during the rescue.

The last mlssion for February occurred on the 27th. The
pllot of a Navy alrcraft, call sign Chippie 414, bailed out
feet wet off of Channel 69. Jolly Greens 72 and 71 scrambled
to the scene and a successful water plckup was accomplished,

Heavy fog in the area made this recovery very difficult.
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COBRA 23 ALPHA AND BRAVO SEARCH AND RECOVERY

{C) Search and Recovery forces encountered intense resis-
tance and marginal weather during a two day effort which resulted
in the successiul rescue of Cobra ¢3 Alpha and Bravo. The two F-=4
crewmembers ejected in hostile territory after sustaining battle
damage. They landed at 260/43 from Tacan Channel 103 (Quang Tri
Air Base, RVN) near Delta 12, a major interdiction point on the Ho
Chi Minh Trail in Laos. The incident occurred in mid aif'ternoon
and the weather was marginal. By the time SAR forces started to
arrive the weather had degenerated to the extent that the objective
area was completely obscured by a rain squall. Bad weather,
approaching darkness and intense enemy resistance prevented a pick
up that day and caused a great deal of apprehension among the
survivors who were well aware of their precarious position. When
the downed crewmembers were informed that they would have to wait
for a first light pick up, Cobra 23 Alpha replied "We won't be here
in the morning".154

(C) Hammer 62, a FAC (Forward Air Controller) was working a
strike just south of the objective position and diverted at approx-
imately L530L to provide assistance. When he arrived there were
already five other Hammer FAC's on scene as well as about 20
helicopters. Hammer 62 located both survivors' parachutes and

pointed them out to Sandy 09 who assumed On-Scene Command when he

154+ SARCO Report tor Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo, Document #.

S
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arrived at 1609)L. During low passes to determine the exact
position of the survivors, both aircraft received intense ground
fire from small arms, automatic weapons, anti-aircraft equipment
and a tank parked on a hill about 300 meters to the west.

During one pass Sandy 09 received battle damage and departed the
area. After landing he determined that the aircratt had numercus
holes shot in it and one hole in the right elcvator was the size
of a footbaii.lss

{C) ©Sandy 06 took charge as On-Scene Commander and by this
time the weather had deteriorated making it virtually impossible
to continue the search. Successive passes met with intense
resistance. Poor visibility and approaching darkness made it
impossible tc pin point Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo's positions,

The survivors were given ped down instructions and etforts for

that day terminated. Meanwhile at TeePee (Command and Control

Center at Nakhon Phanom RTAFB) plans were being tormulated tor

the major effort that would commence at tirst light of the next
. 156

morning.

(C) The next morning, 26 Fedbruary 197., Sandy 03/04 departed
for the scene at OLUOL. Upon arrival Sandy O3 took charge as On=-
Scene Commander and relieved Hammer 4O, a night FAC who had been
monitoring the survivors' positions, Sandy 03 was able to locate

the exact position of Cobra 23 Bravo but Alpha's area was

obscured by very low clowds. Several sources of enemy resistance

155, 1bid.
156. Ibid.
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were located on ridge lines in the area. A FAC, Hammer 43,
directed strikes by fast movers (jet aireraft) on these positions
in an effort to sterilize tha area, The weather remained
marginal and Sandy 03/04 had to depart tor low fuel prior to pin
pointing both positions.157

(C) S8andy 05 tcok over as On-Scene Commander and soon the
weather improved enough to permit positive identitication of the
downed crewmembers' positions, During each pass over the
survivors the aircraft were subjected to enemy ground fire,
Sandy 05/06 expended all of their ordnance on enemy positions
prior Yo turning On-Scene Command over to Sandy 07 at approximately
09001..158

(C) Sandy 07/08 continued the sterilization process oy
locating resistance, marking it and striking enemy positions, The
A-1's struck at positions near the survivors and tour F-l;'s were
called in to strike a ridge line which supported many gun emplace-
ments. The F-4's dropped napalm and the top of the entire ridge
line went wp in flames. No resistance was encowntered from this
area during the remainder of the effort., As the resistance
diminished, Sandy 07 formulated a pick up plan which would take
piace within an hour. The Jolly Green helicopters would come in
from the southwest over a friendly position about three miles trom

the survivors. Smoke would be used to mask off suspected enemy

positions and obscure the survivors. The IP (Initial Point) and

157. Ipid.
158, TIbid.
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objective points would be marked and Sandy 09/10 would escort the

low Jolly Green in for the pick up and back out the reverse route,l??
(C}) The pick up was executed and the effort went as planned.

Hammer 54 controlled smoke placement which was provided by F-4

aircraft. Three A-l's escorted the Jolly Green helicopter and

sterilized his path. Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo expended their

signal flares on command and were easily located. The survivors

were picked up very quickly and the Jolly Green exited over the

planned route and departed for DaNang Air Base, RVN. The Search

and Recovery for Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo was successfully completed

160
and the effort was terminated at 1437L.

199. 1Ibid.
160+ Thoid.
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CITATION T0 ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF
THE SLLVER STAR
10

EUGENE L. NARDL

Technical Sergeant BEugene L. Nardi distinguished himself by gal-

lantry in connection with military operations against an opposing

armed force near Khe Sanh, Republic of Vietnam, on 26 February
1971.. On that date, a8 a Pararescue Technician on an HH-53 Rescue
Helicopter, Sergeant Nardits ef forts culnminated in the rescus of
two United States Air Force aircrewmen from certain death or cap-

-ture by hostile armed forces, With full knowledge of the extent

of hostile fire in the_area and complete disregard for his own
personal safely, and dffspite the helicopter's raceiving nuuerous
hits by ground fire, Sergeant Nardi exposed himself to the hostile
fire throughout the rescue effort to provide suppressive fire, pre-
venting much greater damage to Lhe helicopter; and insuring the
safe rescue of the downed aimen, By his gallamtry and dew tion

to duty; Sergeant Nardi has reflected great credit upon himself

md the United States Air Force.
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWAKD OF
THE SILVER STAR
10

MICHAEL A. CURTIS

Airman First Class Michael A. Curtis distinguished himself by gal-
lantry in connection with military operations against sn opposing
armed force near Kha Sanh, Republic of Vietnam, on 26 February
1971, ©On that date; as a Pararescus Specialist on an HE-53 Rescuse
Helicopter, Airman Curtis' efforts culminated in the rescue of two
United States Air Force aircrewmen from certain death or capture
by hoslile armed forces. With full knowledge of the extent of
hostile fire in the area and complete disregard for his own per-
sonal safety, and despite the helicopter's receiving numerous hits
by ground fire, Airman Curtis exposed himself to the hostile fire
throughout the rescue effort to provide suppressive fire, prevent-
ing auch greater damage to the helicopter; and insuring the safe
rescue of the downed aimmen. By his gallantry axd dewotion to
duty, Aimman Curtis has reflected great credit upon himself ard
the United States Air Force.
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DA NANM Vietnam (AP) —
Two U.b. fighter pilots de-
seribed Friday night how they
huddled on =z Laotian hillside
for nearly 23 hours while North

Vietramese troops who shot
themm down overran a South
Vietnamese fire base a half
mile away.

Theiv ¥4 Phantom fighter-
bomber exploded in flames
Thursday while dropping na-

palm on enemy tanks and gun
emplacements attacking Hill 31,
a South Vietnamese airborne
hattalton fire base eight miles
inxide Laos

The two crewmen ejected and
used their emergency radios o
direct air strikes on the attack-
ing force while North Vier.
namese seldiers searched for
them in the bushes.

Talking with news men at
an officers' club n Da Nang
several hours after their réscue,
Capt. David R. Hedditch, 28
Hamilton, Mont., and Lt. Thom-
as M. McLaughlin, 24, Melvose,
Mass., both- said “we thought
we were dead men” when North
Vietnamgse searchers came
within 10 feet of their separate
hiding places.

Pilots Descyi

“We were called outl in 3 mis-
swn over Laus Thursday after
noon, refuel in the air over
Thailand and returned to Laos
when the forward air contvoller
—FAC—told us to stand by for a
strike on Hill 31, said Hed-
ditch, the aircralt commander.

I made my first napahin pass
to mark the target, my wing-
man made corrections and 1
made a second nape sirike, As I
was pulling out, the bird went
out of control, pitched upward
and then the whole cockpit
turned red. 1 knew we had been

hit and were on fire, but T don't
know what hit us.”

McLaughlin, his hackseater,
ejected first. Theyv parachuted
2.000 feet and landed on a hill.
side near the fire base.

[Faces smeared with mud for
camouflage, the men remained
separated for the next 2215
hours until their rescue by a
Jolly Green Giant helicopter
Friday afterncon.

“All I could find was some
knee high grass to hide in."" said
Hedditch. I heard some noise,
shut off my radio and just froze
Then [ saw two North Viel-

»

namese soldiers walking -around
looking for me.

“After that [ tulked with an
FAC and he assured us we
would get as much air cover as
they could tay on, Tom was alsu'
on the radio, 50 I knew he was;
atl right. but we duin't dare
move toward each other.”

said  he landed
an enemy

Melaughlin
about 20 vards from
mortar. ;

“T could hear the gun crew
talking in between rounds as
they fired at the five base,” he
said, “Both of us heard tanks,
continuos small-arms fire and
4 7mun antiawrerafl vun work-
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when the Jolly Green came in
and I threw it away from m
down the hillside so the NV:

inuldn't Open up on my posi
ik _




37th Rescues2-Laos

After what was possibly the longest 22.
hours of their lives, two USAF jJet fight-
er mlots were mulled out of hoavily en-
emy-infested territory recently, by crews
fram the 37th ARRS,

Capt., David R. Hedditch and 1st Lt,
Thomas M, Melanghlin, both F-4 Phantom
pilots from Fhu Cat AB, pmnched out of
their ailrcraft after 1t was shot down by
enany fire near the Laotian city of Tche-
pane,

That event started a chaln-reaction
wirlch was to become one of the most heav-
ily contested search md rescus (SAR)
mi sgions in the history of the war,

With the eneny sometimes within 20 me-
ters of his position, Captalin Hedditch
managed to lay low mnd evade hls would-be
captors while A-1E Skyralders and jet

= Tighters pounded tha area to silence the
encuy ground fire ao that rescue choppers
could gat in.

Lientenant McLaughlin, who was approxi-
mately a half-mile away from his fellow
pilot, said that the enemy was so closs
to his position that at one time while
hiding in & bush; "I was practically
looking at two of thom face-to-~face, 1
reached for my weapon md then froze in
my position. Amazingly they didn't apot
me and about five minutes later they
started moving down the hill, I .didn't
Imow whether 1 was goine to have to shoot
it out with thea or what,"

Aided by A-1 ‘kyraidurs and let fight-
ers, the "Buffs" stood a steady vipilance
over the area while attanpts were made
gllence the enemy muis,

Around noon of the sccond day, the area
had been saturated emnourh for the rescue
choprer to cane in and pick up the downed
men,

The crew of the rescue chopper were,
Capt, Karlton I, Bakke, alrcraft comman-
der; Camt, John R, Weilmer, Jr., the co-
pilot; TSgt, Carlos J, leKinney, the
f1ight englneer; md T57t. Eugene 1., Nar-
di and AMC Michael :, Curtis, the Pd's
{ pararescuemen},
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27th Rescues2-Laos

After what was poasibly the longest 22
hours of their lives, two USAF jet fight-
er dlots were mlled out of heavily en-
emy~infested territory recently, by crews
fram the 37th ARRS.

Capt., David R, Hedditch and 1st Lt,
Thomas M, Mclieughlin, both F-4 Phantom
pilote from Phu Cat AB, pmnched out of
thelr aircraft after it was shot down by
eneny fire near the Laotian city of Tche-
pone,

That event started a chaln-reaction
which was to become one of the most heav-
ily contested pearch md restus ( SAR)
mi sglons in the history of the war,

With the eneny sometimes within 20 me-
ters of his position, Captain Hedditch
nanaged to lay low and evade his would~be
captorg while A-1E Skyralders and jet

g roumded tha area to silence the
enauy ground fire so that rescue choppers
could gat in,
~ Lieutenant McLaughlin, who was approxi-

mately a half-mile away from his fellow
pilot, sald that the enemy was so close
to his positlon that at one time while
hiding in a bush; "I was practically
looking at two of thon face-to-face, 1
reached for my weapon mnd then froze in
ny position, Mmazingly they didn't spot
me and about five minutes later they
sbarted moving down the hill. I.didn't
know whether I wag going to have to shoot
it out wlth thea or what M

Mded by A1 ‘kyratders and Jet fight-
ers, the "Duffg" slood a steady virilance
over the area while attamrts were made tr
silence the eneny gy,

Around nocn of the sccond day, the area
had boen saturated enouph for the rescue
choprer te come in and pick up the downed
men,

The crew of the roscue chopper were,
Capt, Kurlton I, Bakke, alrcraft comman-
der; Capt. John R, Weimer, Jr., the co-~
pilot; TSet, Carlos J. ¥XcKinney, the
flight engineer; md TSszt, Bugene 1. Nar-
di and A€ Michacl i Curtis, the Pdtsg
{ pararescumen),
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" DA N?G. Victnam (AP) —
Two U fighter pilets  de-
scribed Fridey aight how they
huddied on a Lastian hitlside
for nearly 23 hours while North

Vietnamese troops who shot
thern dowva overran a South
Vietnamese fire base a hal]
mile away

Their ¥4 Phantom fighter
bomber  exploded in  flames
Thursday while dropping na-

pelm on enemy lanks apd gun
emplacements attacking il 3i.
a South Vietnemese aithorne
battalion fire hese eivht mites
inside Laos

Tha two cpewmen efected and
veed their emeryercy redio- to
direct alr girilon a0 the mttack-

ing  force while North Viet
namese soldiers searched for
them tn the bushes.

Telkiryg with news mien at
an officers’ ¢lub n La Nang
several bours after !“rir rescue,
Capt. Navid K. fTed liteh, 28,
Hamilien, Mont., ::wl Lt Vham
as M AMelanchling 24 Melrose,
Mass . beth osmad “we thourht
we were trad en’ when Nortls
Vietnamese  searchers  eoune
within 19 fsel
lidang piaces

af thar seporele |

“We were calivd out in o4 s
ston over Laos Thurvdmy alter
noon,  refuel In the alr oven
Thalund snd returned to Laos
when e forward aie conlralies
~—FPAC-—told ux te stand by for a
st=rke o ITAE 31, said Hed-
dieh, the aireraft commande

“I made my lirst napalim rass
to mark the tacget, my wing
mat made  corrections and |
e g secnnd nape strike, Ay )
was pulhing out, the bird went
sut of control, pitehed upward
anu  tbhen the whole cockpr
turned red, 1 krew we had been
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2 I antiairerant gun work- Yo the
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“Az sopm az I Limbed i, d
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was gy 4% hoplog le hee

edditch. “He pg 5 aronke '

ﬂu\: right by ms t¢ merk G
'Mkm

Groom Coume ia,
sad 1 ﬂ!rew away from we
the hillside e taz MVA
wiidgn't, oDen WD 0B my prE

;."

B et wway and 1 sommpsred
teunrd ft. [ expocted b be
dbet, but we &dn't take eny
$re. I jusi. grabbed thst shng
mnd g{xﬂd as they healed me
wp. The miys ware too bt
msy & word t9 me ar 1 cufy ia.

. I krew Uy wora wilish

9(?

somny bad guys white 2e headed
te pick up ‘

Wian the hd:cnpitr drupred
thrw: aoaln %o pRok wpp Me-
iavghlin, 4 come Sader wither
wr fire, taking 13 ¢ivect hits,

“Those 13 to 35 seconds wovs
w9 eternHy 23 they pulled me up
on the aling,” sadd Mclanghlia.
“Ws an experienca [ newver
wari to face again”’

Badditch continued: “When 1
vy Tom come In, T put
crowkd over and embraced
Bigy. 1 can’'t even remendar
what we szid becpnise of the mo-
tor poise,

*We just held on 1o ench oth-
», we were 50 damn glad to sew
erch other. Then we sal herk
and counted the bullet holas,”™*

shit lh(‘ f--; L \'ti 7

jiuned  the proteg iy
fi: ing i
for eighit haev2 tn
North  Vistnirmoee

their dowied b
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DA NANG AFLD — After what was

Downed pilots spend

possibly the longest 22 hours of their
lives, twa jet fighter pilots were pulled
out of heavily infested enemy territory
recently by rescuc crews of the 37th
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery
Squadron.

Capt. David R. Hedditeh and 1st Lt
Thomas M. McLaughlin, F-4 Phantom
crew members at Phu Cat AB, bailed
out of their aircraft after it was hit by
enemy fire near the Laclian city of
Tchepone. That event started a chain
reaction which was to become one of
the most heavily contested search and
rescue efforts in SEA during recent
months.

With the enemy sometimes within
20 meters of his position, Captain Hed-
ditch managed to lay low and evade
his would-be captors while A-1 Sky-
raiders and jet fighters pounded the
area to silence the enemy ground fire
s0 that rescue choppers could get in.

Lieutenant McLaughlin, who was
approximately half a mile away from
his fellow pilot, said that the enemy
was so close to his position that at one

Investigations
bust H' ring,
net 42 men

HQ. TAF — Forty-two enlisted air-
men have been apprehended in con-
nection with narcotics charges at Cam
Ranh Bay AB.

After a month-long investigation
into a narcotics ring at the base, the
airmen were bemnyg held for aguestion-

| Caoptain Hedditch

ttme while hiding in a bush he was
“practically looking at two of them
face-to-face.” 1 reached for my weap-
on and then freze in my position,
Amazingly they didn't spot me and
about live minutes later they stacted
moving on down the hill.

Hindered by heavy enemy ground
fire and poor weather conditions, the
rescue efforts were unsuccessiul the

first day. But with the first licht of the
new day the rescue atrcraft were once
apain airborne and headed for the
area.

“Around ncon the area had been

saturated enough for us to come in,”

recalled Capt. John R. Weimer Jr.
HH-53 co-pilot. “We were still receiv-
ing ground fire, but once we found the

survivors, the ground fire was not so

intense that we could naot stay there."
Said Capt. Carlton I. Bakke, rescue
helicopter commander, “We came in
at treetop level and picked up this air-
crait commander (Captain Hedditch)
first. We saw his smoke marker and
spotted him right away and had him
pulled up within two or three minutes.
“We then had to go over a little
ridge to get the back seater. We aimed
for his smoke and again we were
about two or three minutes in a hover,
Just as he wax coming in the door we
started receiving more ground fire
and more hits. We got out low and fast
and we received moere ground fire."
Lieutenant McLaughlin  recalled
that when he saw the rescue chopper
coming in, "I left everything I had sit-
ting there and scrambled through the

.5, Air Force Photos by
TSet., Dobert Minsky

Lievtenant Mclaughlin

trees, falling down and (ripping in the
elephant grass, trying to zet to that
penetrator which hit the zround about
the time I got to it

“Once 1 got on the penetrator, it
seemed like forever before I gol in the
aircraft, with all the firing going on
around me. But T guess they were
shoating at the chepper and not me.”
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5 ‘Jollys Earn Medals

Recipients or thc Silver Star Med-
al, from left, AIC Steve Hhody,
Capt. John R. Weliner, TSpt. Eugene
Wardi, amd TSgtL. Carlos J. Mchinney
11, pose in front of an HH-53 Super
Joliy Green Glani helicopler. The
medals vere pregented recently by
Gen, dJack J. Catbion, conmander of
Military Ailrlift Command. Missing
from pholu is A1C Michael Curtis,
recipient of two medals, who has re-
turied to the United States. (U.S.
Air force Photo)

e =+ -~
L

fenns-) Dutbon nraconts six Slver trz oo Jolly Gmeaas

Six Silver Star Medale were pressnted
to five members of the 37th Aerospace
Rescue and Recovery Squadron here recent-
ly, in recognition of their "gallantry in
connection with military operations
against an oppoalig armed force,"

The five are: Capt. John R, Weimer
dr., an HH=53 "Super Jolly Green Giant"
lielicopter aircraft cumander; T8gt. Car-
losa J. McKimmey II, flight engineer;
TSgt. Eugene L. Nardi, AIC Michael Curtis
and A1C Steve Rhody, pararsscuanen,

Presenting the medals &t the ceremormny
was Gen. Jack Jo. Catton, comsarder of
Military Airlift Command, of which the
37th ARRS is & subordinate unit.

Captain Weluer, Sergeant Mckinney, Ser=
geant Nardi and Alrman Curtis were crew
nembers on the same "Supar Jolly Green
Giant"™ when, on February 26, near Kkhe
Sanh, Republic of Vietnam, their efforts
culminated in the rescue of two U.S5., Alr
Foerce aircrewnien from "certain death or

(See Story Page 2}
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Silver Stars Presented

{Continued frum Fage 1)
capture by hostile armed forces," accord-
ing Lo citations read at the ceremony.
The citations further stated, "all crew
neabers exposed tnemselves to hostlle
fire throughout the reacue effort, "with

full knowledge of the extent of hostile
fire in the srea and complete disregard
for (their) personal safety, and despite
the helicopter's receiving numerous hits
by ground fire."

Mrman Curtis was doubly honored during
the ceremonyv, receiving two Silver Stars.
The second was in recognition of his per-
{formance on Mar, 13, near Tchepone, Laos,
when he and Airman Rhody were again in-
volved in a rescue attempt,

Arman Rhody exposed nimself to ground
fire on the rescue hoist twice cutside a
door of the helicopter while descending
to help a wounded survivor on the ground
until withering ground fire crippled the
helicopter and wounded {wo crewmembers,
(AMlruen Curtis wes one of these) making
continued rescue efforts impossible,

Airman Curtis manned his gun positionj
continuing to expose himgelf Lto gro
fire after being wounded, until the hell-
copter salely deperted the scene,

Captain Weimer, 3G, a native of sm
Bernardino, Calif., is =a graduate of
Springfield Senlor High, Akron, Ohio, He
has since attended Chio University in At~
hens, and Central Michigan Universgity at
Wurtsmlth ArB, Mich. He was commissloned
in the Alr Force in 1962 under the AVia-‘-
tion Cadet proygram,

He is married to the former Ldith R._
McClellan of West Blockton, Ala. The
couple has Lhree children: Donna, €; Glo-—
ria, & and Cary, 5.

A mative of Mirimar, #la., Sergeant
Nardi, 33, has atterded Bethel Park High
School, Belnel Park, Pa., and Broward
County Junior College, Fla,

The 12=-year Air Force veterau has ser—
ved 32 months in the Hepublic of Yietnan
as a pararescuesan. He was formerly as—
signed to the 3%un Aerospace Hescue and
Hecovery Wing at Richards-Gebaur AFB, Mo.

Sergeani Hchirney is from New Braun-
lels, Tex., He is married to the foruer
Cynthia F. Jung, also from New Braunfels,
They have vne child, Michael, 11.

Airman Curtie has returned to the Unit-
ed States, having completed his tour in
the Republic. He graduated from Boston
Englisn High School, foston, in 1969.

Alrman Rhody has atiended Radford High
School, Hawaii, and the University of Ha-
waii.

Pe was aselyded at Bglin AFR, Fla.,
rrior to casing-lo Da- Nang,
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25 February 1971

F-4D  65-0637 12 TFW, USAF, Phu Cat
Capt Hedditch (survived)
1Lt T McLaughlin (survived)

The second Phantom lost on this day was taking part in a night
mission in the same area. Capt Hedditch was making his third
pass on 2 target near Ban Tampankoe when his aircraft was

struck by ground fire. In this instance both the crew ejected suc-
cessfully and were rescued by a USAF helicopter.
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Jolly Greens 64 and 73 were alerted on 19 February that
Covey 275 had crashed west of Channel 77. Both helicopters
proceeded to the scene where they were Joined by the SAR
force. No chutes were observed and no beeper could be heard.
The cockpit seemed to be intact so it was decided that a
pararescueman should be lowered to determine if there were
survivors. This was accomplished and both Jolly Greens re-
turned to Da Nang Afld, RVN.

On 25 February 71, Cobra 23 was shot down at 263 degrees
for 43 mlles off Channel 103. Jolly Greens 66 and 72 were
scrambled from Da Nang and were placed In a holding point
west of Channel 103, Jolly Greens 65 and 71 were later
scrambled to the area. Weather and night fall prevented a
plckup attempt so all SAR forces were returned to base., A
flrst light effort was planned for the next morning. All
SAR forces were reassembled In the area the next morning but
the rescue was delayed until hostile forces dould be elimin-
ated. At 1230 Local the area was ready and the plckup of
both crewmembers was successful. The low bird, Jolly Green
65 flown by Captain Bakke did take several hits from small
arms fire during the rescue,

The last mission for February occurred on the 27th. The
pilot of a Navy aircraft, call sign Chipple 414, balled out
feet wet off of Channel 69. Jolly Greens 72 and 71 scrambled
to the scene and a successful water plckup was accomplished.

Heavy fog in the area made this recovery very diffiault,
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The aircraft commander of Jolly Green 72 who made the pick-
ﬁp was Captain David H. Wammer,

The month of March started off with a Medevac from Con
Son island to Long Binh hospital. On 2 March 71 the Jollys
at our FOL were notifled that a Vietnamese Seaman was very|
i1l at Con Son. Jolly Greens 73 and 66 were dispatched to
the island for the evacuation. The mission was completed
without incident. The alrcraft commander of the Jolly Green
making the evacuation was Captalin Karlton |. Bakke.

On 6 March 71 Jolly Greens 71 and 64 were holding west
of Channel 103 in preparation for an attempted pickup of
seven survivors of an Army hellcopter which was shot down.
One of the Sandy alrcraft preparing the area was hit by
ground fire and the pilot was forced to ball out. Jolly
Green 71, flown by Major Mudd, observed the bailout and im-
mediately recovered the pilot. Other Jolly Greens from the
37 ARRS took over the Witchdoctor mission but all attempts
to rescue the seven survivors by helicopter were unsuccessful
due to hostile fire. A ground team did recover the seven men
the next day.

On 13 March 71 the 37 ARRS had a most eventful but unsuc-
cessful day. A Navy A-7, call sign Battle Cry 315, was shot
down at a position 225 degrees for 50 miles from Channel 103,
The pilot of the A-7 had ejected and was injured. Voice contact
was establ ished with the survivor and the SAR was initiated.
Jolly Greens 64 and 73 departed Channel 77 for the area. Sandy

alrcraft began working the area and small arms fire was observed.
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Quiclkk Rescue

A U.S. Bavy  A-7 pllot was rescued 16
miles novthenst  of Hue early last Satur-
day morminy =after mechanical problems
forced him to eject from his aireraft.

Cmdr. Paul F. Mclarthy was picked up by
en HH-53 rF from the 37th Air Rescus
and Recovery Sauadron at 7:45 a.m. after
fioating in the South China Sea for half
an hour.

We were {lying a mission over Laos
when the aircraft suddenly began to lose
fuel," related Conmander McCarthy., "I
turned arowwd and headed for water as
fast as I c¢ould with my wingman tagging
along to keep me in sight.!

"Once I was in the water I didn't have
long to wait, in no time at all I was a-
board thi: chopper and heading into La
Nang "

Capt. David H. Wammer, commander of the
helicopter that plucked:McCarthy out of
the water, termed the rescue difficult
because of the weather conditions,

"It wos strictly instrument weather all
the way out," he commented. "There was
thick fog all the way down to the deck
and no way to see the water unless we
dropped belcw 106G feet."

"nee we locoated the area it was no
trouble Lo rind the downed pilot. He was
really prepared and gave us & big orange
smoke flare as soon “as We were close."

"Most of the trouble came when I tried
to hover over the raft. We put smakes
out to msetablish a reference point for
maintaining a steady hover, but had to
drop a lot lower than nermal in order to
keep them in sight. It took four . fries
toe finally eastablish a hover over the
survivor. Prom then on it was routine.”

Upen landirg at De Nang, the already-
drenched Commander McCarthy received the
traditicnal hosing down, signifying a
migenrafit FELcie. o o v

T ' B
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After directing air strike against enemy target, for- bomb damage. FAC is member of Det. 1, :
ward air controller in O-2 Super Skymaster checks cal Air Support Squadron at Phu Cat AB.
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Super Jolly rescues Navy pilot from br

DA NANG AFLD — A U.S. Navy
pilot was rescued 18 miles northeast of
Hue recently after mechanical prob-
lems forced him to eject from his air-

craft.

Cmdr. Paul F. McCarthy was pick-
ed up by a U.S. Air Force HH-53 Super
Jolly Green Giant from the 37th Aero-
space Rescue and Recovery Squadron
after floating in the South China Sea
for half an hour.

“We were flying an air mission
over Laos when the aircraft suddenly
began to lose fuel,” related Command-
er McCarthy. “I turned around and
headed for water as fast as I could
with my wing man tagging along to
keep me in sight. Once I was in the
water I didn’t have long to wait. In no
time at all 1 was aboard the chopper
and heading into Da Nang."”

Air Force Capt. David H. Wammer,
commander of the helicopter that
plucked Commander McCarthy out of
the water, termed the rescue as "‘diffi-
cult” because of weather conditions.
“It was strictly instrument weather all
the way out,” he said. “There was
thick fog all the way down to the deck
and no way to see the water unless we
dropped below a hundred feet.

“Once we located the area it was
no trouble to find the downed pilot. He
was really prepared and gave us a big
orange smoke flare as soon as we
were close.

“Most of the trouble came when I
tried to hover over the raft. We pul
smokes out to establish a reference
point for maintaining a steady hover,
but had to drop lower than normal in
order to keep him in sight. It took four
tries to finally establish a hover over

Photographers capture airlift,
. Khe Sanh airstrip on film

il

‘TAN SON NHUT — When Air
“!jorea C-130 Hercules began trans-
porting troops to Military Region 1
y, cameramen from the 600th
ote Squadron climbed aboard to
ument the action.

ME coverage was concentrated on

ft of the men and equipment to
_ tions," said 1st Lt. Jeff
jéct officer. “We also docu-
tion of the airstrip
i the first Hercules
it had been near-

ob‘ also took
and Quang

Dempster, motion piclure cam-
eraman, “We were lucky enough to be
the first motion picture crew in Khe
Sanh after the area was secured, The
action was so constant that for three
hours I didn’t have a chance to put the
camera down except to reload.”
Other members of the film crew
were TSgt. Joseph C. David, 55gt.
Andy Sarakon and Sergeants Stephen
J. LaChance and Richard C. Privette.

the survivor. From then o
tine.”

Upon landing at Da
already drenched com
ceived the traditional |
signifying a successful r

7th AF Su

warns on

HQ 7TAF — The physic
heroin were explained |
Dr. (Col) John N. Dum
professional services in
Air Force Surgeon's offic

Commenting on the «
drug, Dr. Dunn stated °
one ‘great high' with her
usually the first time it
From then on, everythir
as the tolerance to the
greater. Then the user
more of the drug just t
mal.

“Some of the mainlin
ed while in Vietnam, enc
get up at two in the m
their fix just so they ca
the night,' he said.

But Dr. Dunn cautio
their tolerance to heron
away. “'II a user stops u:
the less-pure stuff avilal
and then he starts up a:
the chances of killing hi
ty good."

Ex-'bird leads Gunhighters

DA NANG AFLD — A former
member of the Air FForce aerial dem-
onstration team, the Thunderbirds,
and veteran of Southeast Asia combat
missions assumed command recently
of the 366th Tactical Fighter Wing
“Gunfighters.” -

_Col. J.R. Spalding, who flew the left
wing position with the Thunderhirds in

A

sions in the 0-2, A-1, ¢
FF-102 and the F-4.

Among his assignmen
manded a B-52 squadro!
rector of operations
Fighter Wing at Clay
pines, and the director
for 7/13 Air Force at U
land.



