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1 Mar 71 

•IISSION NUMBER: A-3-008-25 Feb 71 

AIRCRAFT DLSIGNATION: King 24 	 *Classified by 	  
SUBJECT TO 	DEC,7A33IFICATT0N 

DISTRIS,SED .AEICRAFT: Gunfighter 44 	SCI-E'DULE CFZ -1717 C:.:D2.."2 11652 
D-C.:',%iG17,:,'Ll:12D AT TWO 

LOCATI07::: 34 NM from CH 103(130/34/CH 10,7-AR rNm- -TALS 	A , 

DECLASSIFITL 	41  

SA7ES: 1 Combat 

(C) At 0236Z King 24 overheard a broken radio transmission from 
Danang Tower talking to Gunfighter 44 about a Mayday. King 24 con-
tacted Danang Tower and learned that Gunfighter 44 had called kay-
day 34 Ng out of CH 103 with the front seater incapacitated and 
battle damage on the aircraft. The backseater was flying the aircraft 
and proceeding to CH 77. King 24 attempted to contact Gunfighter 44 
with negative results while also establishing communications with 
Panama for radar positions on the distressed aircraft. No escort 
aircraft were available. Gunfighters position was 130 (3/34/CH103 
heading south. Queen launched JG 66 and 72 and Sandies 9 and 10 at 
02382 and relayed that Gunfighter's controlling agency had directed 
him to proceed to CH 87(Phu Cat) for attempted landing or bailout 
due to better weather there. 

King 24 attempted contact several times with Gunfighter 44 on Guard 
and on his company frequency with negative results. King 24 con-
tacted Phu Cat approach control and reauested launch of Pedro and 
emergency equipment be standing by. Gunfighter 44 came up on Phu 
Cat approach control's frequency and King 24 established communica-
tions with the aircraft at 0252Z; Phu Cat had positive radar contact 
and began issuing vectors. Gunfighter 44 confirmed that the front 
seater was totally incapacitated and that he was proceeding to CH 
87 for bailout over the field. 

At 03022 a Guard transmission relayed that two good chutes were 
sighted, and Phu Cat relayed loss of radar contact with Gunfighter 
44 at 065 /12.5/CH 87. King 24 went out on Guard for any aircraft 
near that position to contact King. Lucky 15 and Ailldog 21, two 
Arny med-evac choppers, came up on radio about 5 NM north of the 
bailout position proceeding in that direction. At 0308Z King 24 
assumed on-scene-commander and talked to :unfighter 44 Bravo who re-
ported that he and the Alpha man were both on the beach and that he 
was all right. Bravo said that he was walking to Alpha to check 
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him over. 

At 0311Z Bulldog 21 and Lucky 15 scotted Gunfighter 44 Alpha and 
3ravo and dropped in to make the pickup. 3ravo was on Bulldog 21 
and Alpha was on Lucky 15. Lucky 15 reported that the Alpha man was 
dead. earth choppers proceeded to Phu Cat to the hospital and landed 
at 0330Z. 

King 24 Crewmembers 

AC/AMC Capt Nader 
CP 	Capt Petit 

Capt Thomas 
RO 	TSgt Martz 
7E 	MSgt Yogodzinski 
LM 	SSgt Richardson 

SAR Forces 

King 24 
JG 66, 72 
Sandies 9., 10 

Additional Forces 

Lucky 15 
aulldog 21 rn//  

A.s11 H. MADER, Jr, Ca 	in, USAF 
Arcraft Commander/Airborne Ussion Comaander 
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1. RESCUE OPENING/CLOSING REPORT 25 FEB 71. 
2. MISSION NUMBER: A-3-008-25 FEB 71 
3. SITUATION: RECOVERY OF DOWNED AIRCREW MEMBERS. 

A. DESCRIPTION OF SAP OBJECTIVE: 
(1) F-4C/66-8691/CAMOFLAGED/GUNFIGHTER 44. 
(2) TACTICAL 
(3) PILOT: RICHARD K. SOmERS• MAJOR: 390TFS, DANANG AB RVN 
(4) POB - 2 
(5) WEATHER: 4.500 SCATTERED, GOOD VISIBILITY. 
(6) SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT: USAF STANDARD 
(7) LAST KNOWN POSITION: .  1403N 10914E. 

B. ACTIONS TAKEN: 	• 	.•. • 
(1) .  CONTROLLING 'AGENCY. QL-A. 3ARRGP. NOTIFIED AT 0235 

PAGE 3 RuMU4NA.0.17.9,_..C...CL14.E....1 -CLE...U.L.,I A L 
25 FEB 71 BY PANAMA RADAR THAT GUNFIGHfTN-a-VAS HIT. THE PILOT 
WAS INCAPACITATED AND THE BACKSEATER WAS FLYING THE AIRCRAFT. 

(2) FOLLOWING SAR FORCES ALERTED: 
(A) 3gARRS AT 0236 25 FEB 71. 
(B) 37ARRS AT 023h 25 FEB 71. 
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(C) 56SOw AT 0236 25 FEB 71. 
(0) DET 13, 38ARRS, AT 0250 25 FEB 71. 

(5) FOLLWOING - SAR FORCFS WERE . LAUNCHED OR DIVERTEn: 
(A) 39ARRS AT 0236 25 FEB 71 K-26. C-130P 
(B) 37ARRS AT 0245 25 FEB 71 - JG 66/72. HH-53 
(C) 5650w AT 0249 25 FEB 71 - SANDY 940. AI-H 
(0) DET 13. 38 ARRS- AT 0305 25 FEB 71 - PEDRO 

C. PERSoNNEL'INFO: 	• . 
Cl) 2 PERSONS INVOLVED - 2 PERSONS LOCATED. 2 RECOVERED-

1 SAVED. 1 DECEASED. 	/ 	 . 
(2) SAR OBJECTIVE LOCATED BY spLum 21 AND LUCKY 15 At 

P314 25 FEB 71 COORnINATES 1403N 1oa14E. - 
(3) RECOVERY BY ARMY HELICOPTER.. LANDED BY DOWNED AIRCREW 

FOR PICK-OP. 
, 	. 	. 

PAGE_A_RUMUJNA4179-C_ONFIDENTIAL 	 ' 
(4) BOTH CREW. MEMECEFIS, WEACTAIZO7tWE--ITOSPITAL AT 

PHU CAT AB -  RVN.• 	• 	 - 
0. FLYING ACTIVITY: 	. 

Cl,) .39ARRS - 1 SORTIE FOR 0.8HOURS. 
• (2) 37ARRS - 2 SORTIES FOR 1.0, HOURS.. 

• (3) 56S0W.- 2 SORTIES FOR 1.0 HOURS. 
(4) DET 13.. 38ARRS - - A SORTIES FOR 0.9 HOURS. 41; E. RCC MAKING SAVES CAOT A. NADER. 39ARRS. I PERSON SAVED 

JOHN S. TALLEY, 390TFSo• DANANG /Wit RVN. - 39ARRS CREDITED WITH 
1•CO1BAT. AIRCREW•MFMBER-SAVE• 129TH HELICOPTER ASSAULT SQUADRON 
CREDITEDOITH 1 COMBAT AIRCREW,. MEMBER. SAVE. 

G. SUMMARY OF SAR ACTIONS:. 	•- 
(1) AT 0235 PS FEB. 71.. OL-A - RECEIVED.A CALL FROM PANAMA 

RADAR THAT GuNF/GHTFR 44 (F-4C)• WAS HIT BY ENEMY FIRE AND THAT THE 
BRAVO MAN (BACKSEATFR) WAS FLYING THE AIRCRAFT. THE ALPHA MAN 
(FRONTSEATER) WAS INCAPACITATED 'AND UNARLE TO FLY THE.AIRCRAFT. 
THE 366TH COMMAND POST DIRECTED GUNFIGHTER 44 TO CONTINUE TO . 
PHU CAT AB BECAUSE OF'BETTER.'WEATHER.-. THE DESISION WAS MADE. BY 
366TH- TFW CP.TO• HAVE_THE..CREW;BAILOUTj)VER. THE COAStNORTH.EAST 
OF PHU CAT. AT:02357'4G 66 AND 7.2.  (HH-53)SANDY- 9. AND 10 (A14) 

Fagg_a_RUMUJNkaa2Ca27F , I 0 ENTIAL 
AND K-24 (C-130P) vrRE NoTYFIEW- T4-82t1PE7MISSION COMMANDER (AMC) AT 
THAT TIME. THE JG#5 AND SANDY ,-  PROCEEDED TOWARD PHU CAT. THE 
JRCC AT TAN SON NHUT ALERTED DE T 15 PEDRO'S 33 AND 34 (HH-43) AT 
PHU CAT FOR A PoSsIALE PICK-UP." AT 0305Z OL-A - RECEIVED WORD THAT 	- 
THE CREW HAD BAILED OUT. 2 GOOD CHUTES WERE ORSERVED AND REPORTED 
AT 030. THE CREW LANDED ON THE BEACH 11 MILES NORTHEAST OF 
PHU CAT (14O31,0914E). EWLLOOG Al AND LUCKY 15 (BOTH UH-IN MED •' 
EVACS) WERE FLYING IN THE AREA. SAW THE CHUTESAND LANDED NEXT TO 
THE CRFW MEMBERS. BiLLOOG 21 PICKED,UP THE" BRAVO MAK AND REPORTED • 
HIM IN GOOD CONDITIoN. LUCKY 15 PICKED-UP THE ALPHA MAN AND • 
irPORTED HIC DOA. BOTH WERE .TAKEN TO PHU CAT HOSPITAL. ALL SAR 

** . 	vo 	 ;. • 	***-7.11 
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FORCES WERE THEN RT. THERE WERE NO REFUEL1NGS. THE 39ARRS AND 
THE 129TH HELICOPTER ASSAULT COMPANY ARE CREDITED wITH L COMBAT 
AIRcREw MEMBER SAVE. • 

(2) TOTAL FLYING ACTIVITY: SEE. ITEM 30. 
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CITiiTIO'!4 TO ACCOMPANY TBI A..:ARD OF 

THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 
(SECOND OAK 	 CLUSTM) 

TO 

JOSEPH S. STANALAND 

Staff Sargelant Joseph S. Stanaland diatinguiahad himself by extraordinary 
aohieverent while participating in aerial flight as a RH-53 Rescue Relicop-
tar Pararomona and Recovery Technician, 40th Aaroapace Rescuo and Reeevery 
Squadron at Nakhon Phance Royal Thai Air Fore* Base, Thailand on 25 Febra-
ary 1971. On that date, Sargeant Stanaland flaw an extremely hazardous 
mission dopep into hostile territory in an atteapt to rsecue an American pi-
lot downed by hostile fire. In spite of adverse weather oonditions and the 
conetant threat of hostile fire, Sergeant Stanaland accoaplished this high-
ly intricate and hazardous ideal= in support of from world forcoe eon-
batting aggression. The professional compatenoe, aerial skill, and devotion 
to duty displayed by Sergeant Stanaland reflect great credit upon himself 
and the United Statos Air Fore*. 



The second Phantom lost on this day was taking part in a night 
mission in the same area. Capt Hedditch was making his third 
pass on a target near Ban Tampankn when his aircraft was 
struck by ground fire. In this instance both the crew ejected suc-
cessfully and were rescued by a USAF helicopter. 

Sunday, August 25, 2002 (2).jpg 



25 February 1971 

	

F-40 66-8691 	366 TR, USAF, Da Nang 
Mal Richard Keith Somers (MA) 
Capt) S Talley (survived) 

Again, two Phantoms were shot down during two unrelated Steel 
Tiger missions in southern Laos. Mai SOMICTS was bombing 

my troops in contact with friendly forces near Ban Tam-
p.inko, 17 miles southwest of Khe Sanh. The aircraft was hit m 
(lit: cockpit at 1,000 feet on its fourth pass. Mai Somers may have 
bt, on wounded or his ejection seat damaged, as he did not follow 
C.,apt Talley out of the aircraft, The WS() was subsequently res. 

cued by a USAF helicopter. 

	

F - 41) 65-0637 	12 IFW, USAF, Phu Cat 
Capt Hedditch (survived) 
lLt T McLaughlin (survived) 

Sunday, August 25, 2002.jpg 
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Jolly Greens 64 and 73 were alerted on 19 February that 

Covey 275 had crashed west of Channel 77. Both helicopters 

proceeded to the scene where they were joined by the SAR 

force. No chutes were observed and no beeper could be heard. 

The cockpit seemed to be intact so it was decided that a 

pararescueman should be lowered to determine if there were 

survivors. This was accomplished and both Jolly Greens re-

turned to Da Nang Afld, RUN. 

On 25 February 71, Cobra 23 was shot down at 263 degrees 

for 43 miles off Channel 103. Jolly Greens 66 and 72 were 

scrambled from Da Nang and were placed in a holding point 

west of Channel 103. Jolly Greens 65 and 71 were later 

scrambled to the area. Weather and night fall prevented a 

pickup attempt so all SAR forces were returned to base. A 

first light effort was planned for the next morning. All 

SAR forces were reassembled in the area the next morning but 

the rescue was delayed until hostile forces dould be elimin-

ated. At 1230 Local the area was ready and the pickup of 

both crewmembers was successful. The low bird, Jolly Green 

65 flown by Captain Bakke did take several hits from small 

arms fire during the rescue. 

The last mission for February occurred on the 27th. The 

pilot of a Navy aircraft, call sign Chipple 414, bailed out 

feet wet off of Channel 69. Jolly Greens 72 and 71 scrambled 

to the scene and a successful water pickup was accomplished. 

Heavy fOg in the area made this recovery very diffioult. 
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COBRA 23 ALPHA AND BRAVO SEARCH AND RECOVERY 

(C) Search and Recovery forces encountered intense resis-

tance and marginal weather during a two day effort which resulted 

in the successful rescue of Cobra '23 Alpha and Bravo. The two F-4 

crewmembers ejected in hostile territory after sustaining battle 

damage. They landed at 260/43 from Tacan Channel 103 (Quang Tri 

Air Base, RVN) near Delta 12, a major interdiction point on the Ho 

Chi Minh Trail in Laos. The incident occurred in mid afternoon 

and the weather was marginal. By the time SAN forces started to 

arrive the weather had degenerated to the extent that the objective 

area was completely obscured by a rain squall. Bad weather, 

approaching darkness and intense enemy resistance prevented a pick 

up that day and caused a great deal of apprehension among the 

survivors who were well aware of their precarious position. When 

the downed crewmembers were informed that they would have to wait 

for a first light pick up, Cobra 23 Alpha replied "We won't be here 
154 

in the morning". 

(C) Hammer 62, a FAC (Forward Air Controller) was working a 

strike just south of the objective position and diverted at approx-

imately 15301, to provide assistance. When he arrived there were 

already five other Hammer FAC's on scene as well as about 20 

helicopters. Hammer 62 locate , ' both survivors' parachutes and 

pointed them out to Sandy 09 who assumed On-Scene Command when he 

154. SARCO Report for Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo, Document #b. 
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arrived at 160')L. During low passes to determine the exact 

position of the survivors, both aircraft received intense ground 

fire from small arms, automatic weapons, anti-aircraft equipment 

and a tank parked on a hill about 300 meters to the west. 

During one pass Sandy 09 received battle damage and departed the 

area. After landing he determined that the aircraft had numerous 

holes shot in it and one hole in the right el ,:yvator was the size 
155 

of a football. 

(C) Sandy 06 took charge as On-Scene Commander and by this 

time the weather had deteriorated making it virtually impossible 

to continue the search. Successive passes met with intense 

resistance. Poor visibility and approaching darkness made it 

impossible to pin point Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo's positions. 

The survivors were given bed down instructions and efforts for 

that day terminated. Meanwhile at TeePee (Command and Control 

Center at Nakhon Phanom BTAFB) plans were being formulated for 

the major effort that would commence at first light of the next 
156 

morning. 

(C) The next morning, 26 February 1971, Sandy 03/04 departed 

for the scene at 0440L. Upon arrival Sandy 03 took charge as On-

Scene Commander and relieved Hammer 40, a night FAC who had been 

monitoring the survivors' positions. Sandy 03 was able to locate 

the exact position of Cobra 23 Bravo but Alpha's area was 

obscured by very low clouds. Several sources of enemy resistance 

155. Ibid. 
156. Ibid. 	 • 	; • , 7' 0  " 	P  
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were located on ridge lines in the area. A FAC, Hammer 4d, 

directed strikes by fast movers (jet aircraft) on these positions 

in an effort to sterilize th9 area, The weather remained 

marginal and Sandy 03/04 had to depart for low fuel prior to pin 

pointing both positions. 157 

(C) Sandy 05 took over as On-Scene Commander and soon the 

weather improved enough to permit positive identification of the 

downed crewmembers' position:7. During each pass over the 

survivors the aircraft were subjected to enemy ground fire. 

Sandy 05/06 expended all of their ordnance on enemy positions 

prior to turning On-Scene Command over to Sandy 07 at approximately 

0900L.
158 

(C) Sandy 07/0d continued the sterilization process by 

locating resistance, marking it and striking enemy positions. The 

A-1's struck at positions near the survivors and four F-4 1 s were 

called in to strike a ridge line which supported many gun enplace-

ments. The F-4's dropped napalm and the top of the entire ridge 

line went up in flames. No resistance was encountered from this 

area during the remainder of the effort. As the resistance 

diminished, Sandy 07 formulated a pick up plan which would take 

place within an hour. The Jolly Green helicopters would come in 

from the southwest over a friendly position about three miles from 

the survivors. Smoke would be used to mask off suspected enemy 

positions and obscure the survivors. The IP (Initial Point) and 

157. Ibid. 
158. Ibid. 	r> 	 , 
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objective points would be marked and Sandy 09/10 would escort the 

low Jolly Green in for the pick up and back out the reverse route. 159  

(C) The pick up was executed and the effort went as planned. 

Hammer 54 controlled smoke placement which was provided by F-L. 

aircraft. Three A-I's escorted the Jolly Green helicopter and 

sterilized his path. Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo expended their 

signal flares on command and were easily located. The survivors 

were picked up very quickly and the Jolly Green exited over the 

planned route and departed for DaNang Air Base, RVN. The Search 

and Recovery for Cobra 23 Alpha and Bravo was successfully completed 
160 

and the effort was terminated at 1437L. 

159, Ibid. 
160. Ibid. I. 	 .;.•• 
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CITATION 10 ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE SILVER STAR 

10 

EUGENE L. NARDI 

Technical Sergeant Eugene L. Nardi distinguished himself by gal-
lantry in connection with military operations against an opposing 
armed force near Khe Sanh, Republic of Vietnam, on 26 February 
197l. On that date, as a Pararescue Technician on an HH-53 fiesiue 
Helicopter, Sergeant NardVs efforts culminated in the rescue of 
two United States Air Force aircrevenen from certain death or cap-
ture by hostile armed forces. With full knowledge of the extenb 
of hostile fire:  in the area and complete disregard for his owl 
personal safety, and dOspite the helioopter s receiving numerous 
hits by ground fire, Sergeant Nardi exposed himself to the hostile 
fire throughout the rescue effort to provide suppressive fire, pre-
venting much greater damage to the helicopter, and insuring the 
safe rescue of the downed airmen. By his gallantry and devotion 
to duty, Sergeant Nardi has reflected great credit upon himself 
and the United States Air Force. 

c-4 



CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE SILVER STAR 

10 

MICHAEL A. CURTIS 

Airman First Class Michael A. Curtis distinguished himself by gal-
lantry in connection with military operations against an opposing 
armed force near 1Ch# Sank; Republic of Vietnam, on 26 February 
1971. On that date, as a Pararescue Specialist on sr HH-53 Rescue 
Helicopter, Airman Curtis' efforts culminated in the rescue of two 
United States Air Force aircrewmen from certain death or capture 
by hostile armed forces. With full knowledge of the extent of 
hostile fire in the area and complete disregard for his own per-
sonal safety, and despite the helicopter's receiving numerous hits 
by ground fire, Airman Curtis exposed himself to the hostile fire 
throughout the rescue effort to provide suppressive fire, prevent-
ing much greater damage to the helicopter, and insu.ring the safe 
rescue of the downed airmen. By his gallantry end devotion to 
duty, Airman Curtis has reflected great credit upon himself and 
the United States Air Force. 
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DA NANO Vietnam (All — 
Two U.S. fighter pilots de-
scribed •Friday night how they 
huddled on a Laotian hillside 
for nearly 23 hours while North 
Vietnamese troops who Shot 
them down overran a South 
Vietnamese fire base a half 
mile away. 

Their 1'4 Phantom fi,ghter-
bomber exploded in flames 
Thursday while dropping na-
palm on enemy tanks and gun 
emplacements attacking Hill 31, 
a South Vietnamese airborne 
battalion fire base eight miles 
inside Laos. 

The two crewmen ejected and 
used their emergency radios to 
direct air strikes on the attack. 
tag force while North Viet-
namese soldiers Searched for 
them in the bushes. 

Talking with news men at 
an officers' club in Da Nang 
several hours after their rescue. 
Capt. David R. liedditch, 
Hamilton. ';'\Iont.. and Lt. Thom. 
as M. McLaughlin. 24, Melrose, 
Mass.. both. said "we thought 
we were dead men" when North 
Vietnamese searchers came 
within 10 feet of their separate 
hiding places. 

We were called out in a mis-
sion over Laus Thursday after- 
noon, refuel in the air over 
Thailand and returned to Laos 
when the forward air controller 
—FAC—told us to stand by for a 
strike on Hill 31." said Fled-
ditch, the aircraft commander. 

"f made my first napalm pass 
to mark the target, my wing. 
man made corrections and I 
made a second nape strike. As I 
was pulling out, the bird went 
nut of control, pitched upward 
and then the whole cockpit 
turned red. I knew we had been  

hit and \s ere on fire. but I don't 
knew what hit us." 

McLaughlin, his backseater, 
ejected first. They parachuted 
2.000 feet and landed on a hill. 
side near the fire base. 

Faces smeared with mud for 
camouflage, the men remained 
separated for the next 22!•.:, 
hours until their rescue by a 
Jolly Green Giant helicopter 
Friday afternoon. 

"MI I could find was sonic 
knee high grass to hide in," said 
Hedditch. heard some noise, 
shut off my radio and just froze. 
Then I saw two North Viet. 

namese soldiers walking -arouna 
looking for me. 

"After that I talked with an 
FAC and he assured us we 
would get as much air cover as 
they could lay on. Torn was also 

-on the radio, so I knew he was 
all right. but we tildn't dare 
more toward each other." 

McLaughlin said he landed 
about 20 yards front an enemy 
mortar. 

"I could hear the gun crew 
talking in between rounds as 
they fired at the fire base," he 
said. "Both of us heard tanks. 
continuous small-arms fire and 
a 37oun antiaircraft ean work- 

fir- 

lime ria pdrii 
a he the Jolly Green came in 
and I threw it away from m 
down the hillside so the NVi 

ouldn't opn up on my posi 

VAP 

4,p1 
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Zit fletctitt24-Laos 
After what was possibly the longest 22 

hours of their lives, t ,ro USAF Jet fight-
er pilots were pulled out of heavily m-
any-infested territory recmtly, by crews 
frcm the 37th ARRS. 

Capt. David R. Hedditch and 1st, Lt, 
Thomas M. McLaughlin, both F-4 Fhantom 
pilots from Fhu Cat AR, punched out of 
their aircraft after it was shot down by 
enemy fire near the Laotian city of Tche-
pane. 

That event started a c h ain -react ion 
which was to become one of the most heav-
ily contested earch and rescue (SAR) 
missions in the history of the war. 

With the enany sometimes within 20 me-
ters of his position, Caltain Hedditch 
managed to lay low and evade his would-be 
captors while A-1E Scyraiders and jet 

lighters pounded the area to silence th-ic" 
enemy ground fire so that rescue choppers 
could get in. 

Lieutenant McLaughlin, who was aopro)d-
mately a half-mile away from his fellow 
pilot, said that the many was so close 
to his position that at one time while 
hiding in a bush; "I leas practically 
looking at two of th in face-to-face. I 
reached for my weapon and thm froze in 
my position. Amazinp,ly they didn't spot 
me and about five minutes later they 
started moving down the hill. I. didn't 
know whether I was going to have to shoot 
it out with than or what.' 

Aided by A-1 3<yraidero and jet fight-
ers, the "Duffs" stood a steady vigilance 
over the area while ettenpts were made t( 
silence the meray guns. 

Around noon of the second day, the area 
had been saturated cnough for the rescue 
chopper to come in and flick up the downed 

The crew of the rescue chopper were, 
Capt. Karlton I, Bakke, at carman-
der; Capt. John ft, Weiner, Jr., the co-
pilot; TSgt. Cerlos J. McKinney, the 
flight engineer; and `Mgt. Eugme L. Nar-
di and Ale Michael Ourtis, the F,Ps 
( pararesc wren) 



vrth ftetictietZwiLaos 
After what was possibly the longest 22. 

hours of their 3ives, two USAF jet fignt-
er pilots were pulled out of heavily en-
emy-infested territory recently, by crews 
frau the 37th ARRS. 

Capt. David R. Hedditch and 1st Lt, 
Thomas M. McLaughlin, both F-4 Ittantom 
pilots from Phu Cat AR, pinched out of 
their aircraft, after it was shot down by 
any fire near the Laotian city of Tche-
pone. 

That event started a ch ain -re act ion 
which was to become one of the most heav-
ily contested seamh nd rescue (SAR) 
missions in the history of the war. 

With the any sometimes within 20 me-
ters of his position, Captain Hedditch 
managed to lay low and evade his would-be 
captor@ while A-1E at-yraiders and jet 
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• ' ers pounded the area to silence the 
enemy ground fire so that rescue choppers 
could get in. 

Lieutenant McLaughlin, who was approxi-
mately a half-mile away from his fellow 
pilot, said that the inerny was so close 
to hi a position that at one time while 
hiding in a bush; "1 was practically 
looking at two of than face-to-face. I 
reached for my weapon 4nd then froze in 
my position. Amazingly they didn't spot 
me and about five minutes later they 
started moving down the hill. I, didn't 
know whether I was going to have to shoot 
it out with that' or what. 11  

Aided by A-1 qtyraidors And jet fight-
ers, the "Duffs' ,  stood a steady vigilance 
over the area while i'Ittanr,ts were made tt 
silence the enemy 1,:uns. 

Around noon of the Liccon.d day, the area 
had been saturated enough for the rescue 
chopper to come in and pick up the downed 
men. 

The crew of the retcue chopper were, 
Cart. K4:trlton I. Bakke, aircraft coalman-
der; Capt. John R. Weimer, Jr., the co-
pilot; T Sgt C rl o s J. cKinney, the 
flight engineer; and T[.:,,fr,t. Eugene I. Nar-
di and A1C Curti., the PJls 
pararosc:umm). 
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AN A1JTHOPIZED UNOTTICUP.L PUTLICArioN 
mit THE l).5. ARNATLI EVACES OF THE FACINC CCALMAN ,  

_ • 
VaL, 27, Ho. Vi 	Sun6ay, F6,13. 28, 1971 

J_çed Pi4_  

Describe Ord • 01 
DA NA.NG . ViCETEMII (AP) — 

Two U.S., ftgliter ptlieem 
scribed Frdly might how they 
huddled on a II an hillside 
for nearly 23 hours while North 
Vietnamese troops who shot 
them down overran a South 
Vietnamese fire base a half 
mile away 

Their 1,'4 Phantom fiehter-
bomber exploded in flames 
Thursday while dropping na-
palm on enemy tanks and gun 
emplacements attacking Hill 3i. 
a South Vietnemene eithurne 
battalion fire be e;,:ht 

rw 44411t LAOS. 

TN two erewnifr etecIfi 70 

mod their ommervercy radio- to 
direct afr atrite on the attack-
ing force whit'• North Viet• 
namese soltherc searched for 
them in the bustles. 

Talking %,.'ith new!, Filen at 
an officers' chub in Da Nann 
several hours after thPir 
Capt. Pavi.d IL Heflin:h. 2it, 
Hamilton, Mont.. I,t. Thom 

r& vfr 24, hrelrw:v. 
Mans.. hi ,411 ud "we thlurto 
we were iiPad men" wben North 
Vielnarne,:e sr,arehPrs cone 
with/i It; IPet !‘r their FsTIIT11.' 
1;:rting r-zu - •ts  

a 
• 

• I ; .• 	is 
•... werecui1h4 out in 4 tiliti• 

siva over Lana ThtIZVdtl atter-
no414, refuel Iii th,.• air ovei 
Thrtilithd and returned to Law. 
whet' the forwarl ;lir controller 
—fAr.—told ti.; to stand hv for a 
strike on Hill sidd Hod. 
(Well, the aircraft commander 

- I made my first napalm raFA 
to mark the target, H1Y wing' 
Mil II made corrections %IA I 
It1;tlk J second nape strike. As 
u.14.; pulling out, the bird v cut 
out of control, pztched upward 
am; thrli the wh.ole vockPit 
tu-ne4 red. / lir,ew we had been 



• :; 	• )1 	, 	 - 	 • 	; 

hit ant! wf.:;t? 	fin', 170 I , ion't 
know vAint hit 

71/1e1.:•tughlin. 
ejf!cted first. They p;tragh•Ited 
2,1)410 fe.1 ;ind a hill 
side Ilenr the fire 

Faces stneartkd with mud 11.r-
camouflage, the men remained 
separated for the ne'X1 22 1.12 
hours nntil their restate hra 
Jolly Green Giart helicopter 
FJ:clay afternoon. 

"Mt I could find was soul.. 
kty.'e hi0-1 hitIe in," !...;!;(1 
fINIdit.:h. "1 heard 
shut off my ralia ;3rn: juA frozc. 
Theo I 	tr...: two North 

-1 	I 	.,;!•. 

:.• en;' 	I 
they 	la; Ill. Ti.en  
on ti.r 	SO 1 1: 	wa.„ 
all rp.:ht, hot we 

Il)W;11 	■ 1 1 ??T'. -  

he !angled 
•.:r ,  yard, frc , e1 zin ar-vny 

•1. 	he.ir 	I;t 1 a 
hetwer.:1, 

f 	;tI tko fire 	!ke 
hc:tuct,t.a.e's..s 

evritinlvm; sinn;1 :trots rite zn.ci 
37tnro antiaircraft gun work-

ng MI he cho;)r , r::: overiTs-id. 
a 1.-'1 nr a 1.1 .;.; of fir-

in7 out t!1 ,-.-e." 

heiimptcrt 	re• 
pr•al.!i ly driven ar t.‘y cltp, "e 

f,vc. mid AI. dask 
the fro-,. - artl 

overhc 
W.? 	they 
s 11.-rirt 	night in Laos_ 

then I 	 r• 
fietlditch 

fice', n' i to, an' it 
tinied throw:01 thr night 1 

". ,:iff and :::ore frorn lt. 
!!;:- Fatre p.mition all 

•i=st 	 flg!. te.7 
joinfni the j"- etetf. ,,iv-

vir 1-:.ttern, fl::  ing 75 sortie. 
c-v ,teillotisly for eight houwe tic 
k'e•.;) !Ili ,  North Vitannr11-,e 

y from their t1(..m.otet1 

-The rhe decided to try es-
etlitr pickup at 1.11$ (1; 15 

titt- iledditch. "Re pid nratie 
flare right by ma to siRrit 
Position. It sea re4 the hell CAR ar 
pc Be told site la INV e. 8-Inatir 
feten the Jolly Green C.:1MA W. 
sod threw a away  fnrft ti 
thaeut the 	ant 103 IAA 
wesiMp't tepee 	o cty prost- 
ates. I ;knew their wars wise* 

Ailte chopper howirred stoat( 
0.1*e irway sal* I tcarnOrlogi 

rd ft I re 	wIttA'cted *he 
but we ilittal hate Joky 

Ste. I Just- grabbed that shwa 
liftried as they histilei:t 

up. The goys were too brlt,;se 
sty * ward tame int I =Cr t43. 

• won t I et:Mb-  J tn. I 
,waat to the har,,k of the chopper 
‘h-g') 	 1'co'o toWee 
sotto had, vsys white At iltat)eti 

F-SeE up Torn: ,  
WIran the hslicepter droptvd 

tiW: Ito -pick OP fiflor-
Lanaft!n, A come ?gado' iniqw:r 
'for: fire, taking 13 41.-ect 

• "'Those 13 to 25 seeonds wese 
ie eternliy u they poned me up 
on the sling," Reid Mel.anghlte. 
'It's an esperfecce I newer 
mart to tFice again.' 

aottdttch continued: -Ithen 
1155 •7 Torn come in, I jaw 
cfawied oyes and embraced 
hict. I can't even vernerAer 
iwhat we szid beceis of the n4- 
tfn acise. 

• "We just held on to each  tt- 
,, we were so damn glad to eta 
esch other. Then we at hack 
and counied the bullet ?loins," 
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Downed pilots spend 'longest 22 hours' 
DA NANG AFLD — At what was 

possibly the longest 22 hours of their 
lives, two jet fighter pilots were pulled 
out of heavily infested enemy territory 
recently by rescue crews of the 37th 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Squadron, 

Capt. David R. fledditch and 1st Lt. 
Thomas M. McLaughlin, F-9 Phantom 
crew members at Phu Cat AB, bailed 
out of their aircraft after it was hit by 
enemy fire near the Laotian city of 
Tchepone. That event started a chain 
reaction which was to become one of 
the most heavily contested search and 
rescue efforts in SEA during recent 
months. 

With the enemy sometimes within 
20 meters of his position, Captain Hod-
ditch managed to lay low and evade 
his would-be captors while A-1 Sky-
raiders and jet fighters pounded the 
area to silence the enemy ground fire 
so that rescue choppers could get in, 

Lieutenant McLaughlin. who was 
approximately half a mile away from 
his fellow pilot, said that the enemy 
was so close to his position that at one 

Captain Hedditch 

time while hiding in a bush he was 
"practically looking at two of theni 
face-to-face." l reached for my weap-
on and then froze in my position. 
Amazingly they didn't spot me and 
about five minutes later they started 
moving on down the hill. 

Hindered by heavy enemy gruund 
fire and poor weather conditions, the 
rescue efforts were unsuccessful the  

first day. Rut with the first light of thi 
new da) the rescue aircraft were once 
again airborne and headed for the 
area. 

"Around noon the area had been 
saturated enough for us to come in," 
recalled Capt. John R. Weimer Jr,. 
11H-53 co-pilot. "We were still receiv-
ing ground fire, but once we found the 
survivors, the ground fire was not so 
intense that we could not stay there." 

Said Capt. Carlton I. Bakke, rescue 
helicopter commander, "We came in 
at treetop level and picked up this air-
craft commander (Captain Hedditeh) 
first. We saw his smoke marker and 
spotted him right away and had him 
pulled up within two or three minutes. 

"We then had to go over a little 
ridge to get the back seater. We aimed 
for his smoke and again we were 
about two or three minutes in a hover. 
Just as he was coming in the door we 
started receiving more ground fire 
and more hits. We got out low and fast 
and we received more ground fire." 

Lieutenant McLaughlin recalled 
that when he saw the rescue chopper 
coming in, "I left everything I had sit-
ting there and scrambled through the 

11.5. Air Fot.,:h Photos by 
TSgt llobert Minsk!. 

Lieutenant McLaughlin 

trees, failing down and tripping in the 
elephant grass, trying to get to that 
penetrator which hit the ground about 
the time I got to it. 

"Once I got on the penetrator, it 
seemed like forever before I got in the 
aircraft, with all the firing going on 
around me. But I guess they were 
shooting at the chopper and not me." 

Investigations 
bust 'H' ring, 
net 42 men 

H. 7AF — Forty-two enlisted air-
men have been apprehended in con-
nection with narcotics charges at Cam 
Ranh Bay AR. 

After a month-long investigation 
into a narcotics ring at the base, the 
airmen were betng held for queNiino- 



Volume VI, f7Q. 14 	 ust 28, 1971 

 ii :arn Medals O 

Recipients of the Silver Star Med-
al, from left, A1C Steve Hhody, 
Capt. John R. Weir, TSgt. Eugene 
Nardi, and TSgt. Carlos J. Mairmey 
II, pose in front of an BH-53 Super 
Jolly Green Giant helicopter. The 
medals were presented recently by 
Gen. jack J. Catton, corivinder of 
Military Airlift Command. Missing 
from photu is Ale Michael Curtis, 
recipient of two medale, who has re-
turned to the United States. (U.S. 
Air l'orce Photo) 

Six Silver Star Medals were presented 
to five members of the 37th Aerospace 
Rescue and Recovery Squadron here recent-
ly, in recognition of their "gallantry in 
connection with military operations 
against an opposing armed force." 
The five are Capt. John H. Weimer 

Jr., an HH-53 "Super Jolly Green Giant" 
helicopter aircraft commander; TSgt. Car-
los J. McKinney II, flight engineer; 
TSgt. Eugene L. Nardi, MC Michael Curtis 
and A1C Steve Rhody, pararescuemen, 

Presenting the medals at the ceremony 
was Gen. Jack J. Caton, commander of 
Military Airlift Command, of which the 
37th ARMS is a subordinate unit. 

Captain Weimer, Sergeant McKinney, Ser-
geant Nardi and Airman Curtis were crew 
meMbers on the same "Super Jolly Green 
Giant" when, on February 26, near Khe 
Sanh, Republic of Vietnam, their efforts 
culminated in the rescue of two U.S. Air 
Force aircrewmen from "certain death or 

(See Story Fate 2) 

,„=: -Imts six Sibror :.t,:ra to Jolly 	oir 
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Presented 
full knowledge of the extent of hostile 
Lire in the area and complete disregard 
for (their) personal safety, and despite 
the helicopter's receiving numerous hits 
by ground fire." 

Airman Curtis was doubly honored during 
the ceremony, receiving two Silver Stars. 
The second was in recognition of his per-
formance on Mir. 13, near Tchepone, Laos, 
when he and Airman Rbody were again in-
volved in a rescue attempt. 

Airman Rhody exposed himself to ground 
fire on the rescue hoist twice outside a 
door of the helicopter while descending 
to help a wounded survivor on the ground 
until withering ground fire crippled the 
helicopter and wounded two crewmembers, 
(Airman Curtis wqs one of these) making 
continued rescue efforts impossible. 
Airman Curtis manned his gun position 

continuing to expose himself LO groun4 
fire after being wounded, until the hell.; 
meter safely deperted the scene. 

Captain Weimer, 3C, a native of SO 
Bernardino, Calif., is IR graduate ot 
Springfield Senior High, Akron, Ohio. He 
has since attended Ohio University in At-
hens, and Central Michigan University at 
WUrtemith AFB, Mich. He was commissioned 
in the Air Force in 1962 under the Avis' 
tion Cadet program. 

He is married to the former Edith R. , 
McClellan of West Blockton„ Alit. The 
couple has three children: Donna, V; Glo-
ria, 6 and Cary, 5. 

A native of Mirimar, Fla., Sergeant 
Nardi, 33, has attended Bethel Park High 
School, Bethel Park, Pa., and Broward 
County Junior College, Fla. 

The 12-year Air Force veteran has ser-
ved 32 months in the Republic of ‘glettemi 
as a pararescueman. He was formerly as-
signed to the 39 -th Aerospace hesete and 
Recovery Wing at RichardsGebaur AFB, Mo. 

Sergeant iicitiii:Lney is from New Braun-
fels, Tex, de is married to the former 
Cynthia F. Jung, also from New Braunfels. 
They have one child, Michael, 11. 

Airman Curtis has returned to the Unit-
ed States, having completed his tour in 
the Republic. He graduated from Boston 
English High echool, Boston, in 1969. 

Airman Rhody has attended Radford High 
School, Hawaii, and the University of Ha-
waii. 

He was assigNed at kiln AFFJ, Fla., 
orior to coining -to Da-Niang, 

11■•■••■•■■•••=1■;ermai.1....m.i■le.....--- 

Silver Stars 
(Continued from Page 1) 

capture by hostile armed forces," accord-
ing to citationa read at the ceremony. 

The citations further stated, "all crew 
members exposed tnemselves to hostile 
fire throughout the rescue effort, "with 
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25 February 1971 

F-4D 65-0637 12 TM, USAF, Phu Cat 
Capt fledditch (survived) 
1Lt I McLaughlin (survived) 

The second Phantom lost on this day was taking part in a night 
mission in the same area. Capt Hedditch was making his third 
pass on a target near Ban Tarnpanko when his aircraft was 
struck by ground fire, In this instance both the crew ejected suc- 
cessfully and were rescued by a USAF helicopter. 
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Jolly Greens 64 and 73 were alerted on 19 February that 

Covey 275 had crashed west of Channel 77. Both helicopters 

proceeded to the scene where they were Joined by the SAR 

force. No chutes were observed and no beeper could be heard. 

The cockpit seemed to be intact so it was decided that a 

pararescueman should be lowered to determine if there were 

survivors. This was accomplished and both Jolly Greens re-

turned to Da Nang Afld, RVN. 

On 25 February 71, Cobra 23 was shot down at 263 degrees 

for 43 miles off Channel 103. Jolly Greens 66 and 72 were 

scrambled from Da Nang and were placed in a holding point 

west of Channel 103. Jolly Greens 65 and 71 were later 

scrambled to the area. Weather and night fall prevented a 

pickup attempt so all SAR forces were returned to base. A 

first light effort was planned for the next morning. All 

SAR forces were reassembled In the area the next morning but 

the rescue was delayed until hostile forces dould be elimin-

ated. At 1230 Local the area was ready and the pickup of 

both crewmembers was successful. The low bird, Jolly Green 

65 flown by Captain Bakke did take several hits from small 

arms fire during the rescue. 

The last mission for February occurred on the 27th. The 

pilot of a Navy aircraft, call sign Chippie 414, bailed out 

feet wet off of Channel 69. Jolly Greens 72 and 71 scrambled 

to the scene and a successful water pickup was accomplished. 

Heavy f6g in the area made this recovery very difficult. 
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The aircraft commander of Jolly Green 72 who made the pick-

up was Captain David H. Warner. 

The month of March started off with a Medevac from Con 

Son island to Long Binh hospital. On 2 March 71 the Jollys 

at our FOL were notified that a Vietnamese Seaman was very; 

ill at Con Son. Jolly Greens 73 and 66 were dispatched to 

the island for the evacuation. The mission was completed 

without incident. The aircraft commander of the Jolly Green 

making the evacuation was Captain Karlton l. Bakke. 

On 6 March 71 Jolly Greens 71 and 64 were holding west 

of Channel 103 in preparation for an attempted pickup of 

seven survivors of an Army helicopter which was shot down. 

One of the Sandy aircraft preparing the area was hit by 

ground fire and the pilot was forced to bail out. Jolly 

Green 71, flown by Major Mudd, observed the bailout and im-

mediately recovered the pilot. Other Jolly Greens from the 

37 ARRS took over the Witchdoctor mission but all attempts 

to rescue the seven survivors by helicopter were unsuccessful 

due to hostile fire. A ground team did recover the seven men 

the next day. 

On 13 March 71 the 37 ARRS had a most eventful but unsuc-

cessful day. A Navy 4-7, call •sign Battle Cry 315, was shot 

down at a position 225 degrees for 50 miles from Channel 103. 

The pilot of the A-7 had ejected and was injured. Voice contact 

was established with the survivor and the SAR was initiated. 

Jolly Greens 64 and 73 departed Channel 77 for the area. Sandy 

aircraft began working the area and small arms fire was observed. 
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Navy Pilot Gets 
aick Rescue 
A U.S. Nvy A-7 pilot was rescued 16 

miles northpast of Hue early last Satur-
day morning after mechanical problems 
forced him to eject from his aircraft. 
Cmdr. Paul F. McCarthy was picked up by 

an hH-53 LUFF from the 37th Air Rescue 
and Recovery Squadron at 7:45 a.m. after 
floating in the South China Sea for half 
an hour. 
"We were flying a mission over Laos 

when the aircraft suddenly began to lose 
fuel," related Conmander McCarthy. "I 
turned around and headed for water as 
fast as I could with my wingman tagging 
along to ke,p me in sight." 

"Once I was in the water I didn't have 
long to wait, in no time at all I was a-
board the chopper and heading into La 
Nang." 
Capt. David H. Wanner, commander of the 

helicopter that plucked.McCarthy out of 
the water, termed the rescue difficult 
because of the weather conditions. 

"It was strictly instrument weather all 
the way out," he commented. "There was 
thick fog all the way down to the deck 
and no way to see the water unless we 
dropped below 1CG feet." 

"Once we located the area it was 	no 
trouble to find the downed pilot. He was 
really prepared and gave us a big orange 
smoke flare an soon as we were close." 
"host of the trouble came when I tried 

to hover over the raft. We put smekee 
out to establish a reference point for 
maintaining a steady hover, but had to 
drop a lot lower than normal in order to 
keep them in sight. It took four tries 
to finaLly establish a hover over the 
nurvivor. From then on it was routine." 
Upon landing at Da Nang, the already-

drenched Commander McCarthy received the 
traditional hosing down, signifying a 
cuccrn7f1.1 rfrcicue. 



After directing air strike against enemy target, for- bomb damage. FAC is member of Det. I, 

ward air controller in 0-2 Super Skymaster checks cal Air Support Squadron at Phu Cat AB. 
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Super Jolly rescues Navy pilot from brI 

Khe Sanh airstrip 
SON NHUT — When Air 

'Aim C-130 Hercules began trans- 
troops to Military Region 1 
, cameramen from the 600th 

;Photo Squadron climbed aboard to 
• t the action. 

IMassive airlift was in support of 
drille against enemy forces 

1•  ..sind Labs. 
ge was concentrated on 

...tithe men and equipment to 
; locations," said 1st Li Jeff 

, officer. "We also  docu- 
tion of the airstrip 

,  s,  • the first Hercules 
It had been near-

, 	a fixed wing air- 
lonely airstrip. 

DA NANG AFLD — A U.S. Navy 
pilot was rescued 16 miles northeast of 
flue recently after mechanical prob-
lems forced him to eject from his air- 

craft. 
Cmdr. Paul  F.  McCarthy was pick-

ed up by a U.S. Air Force HH-53 Super 
Jolly Green Giant from the 37th Aero-
space Rescue and Recovery Squadron 
after floating in the South China Sea 
for half an hour. 

"We were flying an air mission 
over Laos when the aircraft suddenly 
began to lose fuel," related Command-
er McCarthy. "I turned around and 
headed for water as fast as I could 
with my wing man tagging along to 
keep me in sight. Once I was in the 
water I didn't have long to wait. In no 
time at all I was aboard the chopper 
and heading into Da Nang." 

Job also took 
re ad Qnsng 

ktirettidreir 

Air Force Capt. David H. Wammer, 
commander of the helicopter that 
plucked Commander McCarthy out of 
the water, termed the rescue as "diffi-
cult" because of weather conditions. 
"It was strictly instrument weather all 
the way out," he said. "There was 
thick fog all the way down to the deck 
and no way to see the water unless we 
dropped below a hundred feet. 

"Once we located the area it was 
no trouble to find the downed pilot. He 
was really prepared and gave us a big 
orange smoke flare as soon as we 
were close. 

"Most of the trouble came when I 
tried to hover over the raft. We put 
smokes out to establish a reference 
point for maintaining a steady hover, 
but had to drop lower than normal in 
order to keep him in sight. It took four 
tries to finally establish a hover over 

on film 
Dempster, motion picture cam-
eraman. "We were lucky enough to be 
the first motion picture crew in Khe 
Sanh after the area was secured. The 
action was so constant that for three 
hours I didn't have a chance to put the 
camera down except to reload." 

Other members of the film crew 
were TSgt. Joseph C. David, SSgt. 
Andy Sarakon and Sergeants Stephen 
J. LaChance and Richard C. Privette. 

DA NANG AFLD — A former 
member of the Air Force aerial dem-
onstration team, the Thunderbirds, 
and veteran of Southeast Asia combat 
missions assumed command recently 
of the 366th Tactical Fighter Wing 
"Gunfighters." 

Col. J.R. Spalding, who flew the left 
wing position with the Thunderbirds in  

the survivor. From then o 
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